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Comrade Kon Sin (China)

1 Concermng the Antl-Imperlalxst Struggle

The struggle of the imperialists for the partitioning and re-
partitioning of China and the obvious treachery of the Kuomin-
tang have evoked the indignation and a further tremendous up-
surge of the broad masses, not only of the workers, peasants, and
toiling population, but also of the petty bourgeoisie, which is be-
coming more and more revolﬁtiomsed and is taking a constantly
increasing. part in the anti-Japanese mass struggle. Throughout
China meetings and demonstrations are growing in number, and
the strike, boycott, and insurgent movements and all other pos-
sible forms of the anti-imperialist struggle are developing. Allu-
sion should be made here to the following important facts:—

(1)..Spread of the anti-Japanese partisan struggle in Man-
churia and in other districts occupied by Japanese imperialism.
In . spite . of the .capitulation before Japanese imperialism of
Generals Ma Cheng Shang, Su Pin Weng and others, in spite of
the partial. defeat of anti-Japanese troops, the mass struggle
against the Japanese occupiers has not merely not ceased; it con-
tinues to grow and to develop and is rising to a higher stage.

If earlier the chief. anti-Japanese military forces in Man-
churia were composed in the main of Old Kirin troops, under the
command of Ma Cheng Shang, Su Pin Weng, and other generals,
now they are composed of broad masses of workers, peasants,
soldiers, students, and toilers generally who will not subordinate
themselves to the regime -of the Japanese occupation. In spite
of the numerical shrinkage in the official anti-Japanese troops,
the armed fighting forces of the workers, peasants, and toilers in
Manchuria -and other oceupied districts are growing rapidly and
consolidating themselves. The strength of these divisions is esti-
mated at the moment at not less than 250,000 men. Many of
them are connected with the C.P. of China, standing under its
influence and leadership.

~Our Party is penetrating into the armed divisions of the anti-

Japanese volunteers. Recently there occurred among the Man-
chukuo troops a mutiny, with the result that 600 men went over
with their arms to the camp of the anti-Japanese volunteer corps.

The work of the Party among the workers in the occupied
districts is being strengthened. In the course of the last year and
a half three political strikes against Japanese imperialism and
Manchukuo were organised by us in one large city. These strikes
ended in a partial success for the workers. In many villages
peasants’ committees were organised. In Manchukuo demornstra-
tions and a tax boycott were organised, resulting in the formation
of anti-Japanese partisan troops, which are under our immediate
leadership. At the present time these partisan troops have secured
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great successes. They have grown from 4-5,000 men to more than

10,000 men. - In one single administrative district our divisions
have grown from an initial 100 men to 3,000 men.

In those spheres of operation of the partisans where the -
population is overthrowing the power of‘the Japanese and Man-:"
chukuo, the masses are créating the embryonic form of an elected’ .
Although this movement is still divided and is

people’s power.
afflicted with a whole series of shortcommgs and faults, although
this power is not yet established firmly on its feet, nevertheless
our Party in these districts is already at the direct head of a
guerilla war and is organising in embryonic form an elected
people’s power.

Special attention should be called to the great work performed
by the C.P. of China in connection with the events in Jehol.

The Party mobilised in the first place its members and the
anti-imperialist revolutionary masses for the fight at the front,

applying in domg so the tactic of the natlonal-revolutlonary ynited -
Among .
the reactionary troops, volunteers, railwaymen and other workers: '

front from beloys{,,and QeVeIQped the anti-J apanese struggle.

anti-Japanese mass organisations were called into life, among
others the “ Anti-Japanesé Mass League of Chinese and Mongols.”
When the Japanese troops occupied Jehol, the Anti-Imperialist
League led, under the slogans of our Party, the armed struggle
against. the Japanese occéupiers.
ship of the’ province of Hopei writes that most of the great and
bitter struggles against the Japanese were led by our comrades.
In the struggles between the Japanese and the brigade of Ding
Hsi Chung more than 130 of our comrades and several thousand
members of the Anti-Imperialist League took part.

While the Kuomintang was actively supporting the devastat-
ing and bloody war of the Japanese troops against the valorous

masses of the’people.and finally betrayed Jehol and - Northern

China, our Party was directing a widespread movement of pro-
test, and summoned the soldiers to a revolt against the treacher—
ous reactionary generals who refused to offer resistance to theé
Japanese invasion. In Kalgan we organised two great anti-
Japanese mass meetings. At each of them more than 30,000 people
were present. The revolutionary workers arrested the Kuomin-

tang traitors, demolished the headquarters ef the Kuomintang,.

shattered the yellow and Kuomintang trade unions of the rail-
way men and power-station workers, arrested the strike-breakers,

organised a court of justice to sit over the leaders of the: yellow.

and Kuomintang unions and created their own trade unions.

Finally, our Party carried on, in the organisation of the anti-
Japanese movement among the railwaymen, the workers of the
power-station, and among the anti-imperialist masses generally,
an energetic campaign for the arming. of the people, organised
anti-Japanese volunteer corps, fought stubbornly to win over the
soldiers of the reactionary troops. All this resulted in armed divi-
sicns being created with a strength of 5,000 men, among whom
were industrial workers.

All this means the establishment of fulcra and of a reliable
foundation for the. further development of the ant1-1mper1ahst
and agrarian revolution in Northern China.

(2) The Anti-War, Anti-Fascist, and Antx-Impenahst Con-
gress in Shanghai. The Congress has let loose a fresh wave of
the mass movement of the workers, peasants, and other toilers in
the various provinces and towns. of China. In very many fac-
tories, educational institutions, and barracks, in villages, etc., the
masses elected delegates to take part in the Congress. The Anti-
Imperialist League was likewise able to mobilise tens of thousands
of people for the preparatory work for the Congress. Anti-im-
perialist organisations were established predominantly in the
large-scale factories. By means of the united-front tactic more
than forty mass organisations were mobilised in preparation for
this Congress. For the arrival of the delegates to the Anti-War
Congress—Lord Marley and others—in Shanghai, the anti-Japan-
ese and anti-imperialist mass organisations organised a mass re-
ception and an anti-war demonstration, at which there occurred
conflicts with the Kuomintang troops and with the American,
English, French, and Japanese:police. .The Shanghai workers
rescued the arrested fighters from the hands of the im-
perialists and the Kuomintang men. Despite repeated attacks on
the part of the armed police, the demonstrators did not relinquish
their hold of their Red Flag.

From the various provinces of Chmamamong these being
Kuomintang provinces also—more - than 2,000 delegates were

In its report the Party leader-

“the 19th Army know that very well.

elected to take part in the Congress. The workers in 150 Shanghai
factories sent to the delegates to the Anti-War Congress a letter
in which they expressed their readiness to fight together with the
international - proletariat against 1mpena1ist counter-revolut,lon-
ary wir and against fascism. .

The .Congress was held 1llegally There took part in it 70
authox;lsed representatives of the:2,000 elécted delegates, as well
as delegates of the branches of the Anti-Japanese League in the
various parts of the country; in addition, representatives of the
voluniteer corps in Manchuria, of the soldiers of the 19th Army

- and represehtatives of Soviet China and of the Red Army. At
- the Qongress a Far-East Section of the World Anti-War Com-

mittee was founded.

In connection with this broad antl-lmpenahst mass movement
the influence of our Party grew stronger and the Party made con-
tacts with those mass organisations with”which formerly it had
had none. There is no doubt that the Congres‘s gave '8 fresh im-
pulse to the further growth of the ant.pimpenalist struggle in the
factories, villages, barracks, schools, efie. .

(3) In Fukien a rapid process of revolutlomsatlon is takmg
place among the workers, peasants, and toiling masses-and among
the soldiers of the 19th Army. A fresh impetus in the anti-im-
perialist struggle and the struggle against the Kugmintang is ‘also
to be noted. Under the pressure of the rbvo‘lutionary magses the
generals and politicians of the province of Fukien were compelled
to, break officially- ‘with the Kuomintang and to declare war
aga;nst Chxang Kai-shek as an open agent of Japanese imperial-
ism and a traitor to the national interests of China.

The events in Fukien are no chance events. During the
defence of Shanghai in January, 1932, the 19th Army was able
in the street fighting to inflict a number of defeats on Japanese
imperialism, thanks only to the support of the proletariat and the
toiling masses of Shanghai. The soldiers and many officers of
A section of the officers of
this army realise, after the defeats they suffered in conflict with
the Red Army, that in the event of further action against the Red
Army great defeats are unavoidable. . But.if they are sept not
against the Red Army, but against Chiang Kai-shek, and if cer-
tain elementary democratic liberties are. conceded to the popula-
tion, then this army can carry through the liberation of China.
Independently of whether the American and other imperialists
make use ‘of the events in Fukien for their anti-Japanese aims,
independently of whether the Fukien generals consistently fulfil
their promises given under the pressure of the anti-Japanese
movement, there has come about the opportunity of a' common
struggle of the toiling masses of Fukien and the soldiers of the
19th Army for the realisation of the demands made by the Chinese
Soviet Government and the Red Army in their proclamation of
January 10, 1933, concerning the united front of the a,rmed
struggle against Japanese imperialism.

Without a doubt the events in ‘PFukien are giving a mighty
impulse to the further development of the antl-lmperiahst move-
ment and will raise it to a higher stage:

But the successful development of the anti-imperialist move-
ment in China is chiefly to be traced to the correct leadership on
the part of the Communist Party, and through it the strict main-
tenance of the correct line, to the elastic application of the tactic
of the national-revolutionary united front and timely exposure of
the demagogy and manceuvres of the: Kuomintang, the social
democrats, Trotskyist-Chengduhsyuists, and other counter-revolu-
tionary organisations. - The success of this movement is likewise
the result of the stubborn struggle of our Party to overcome all
difficulties and to combine correctly legal with illegal work.

After the events in Jehol our Party exposed with success the
capitulatory and treacherous argument of the Kuomintang of the
impossibility of an armed resistance against Japan owing to the
great weakness and poverty of China and the Chinese people, an
argument that was propagated with particular eagerness after the
conclusion of the armistice in the North between the Kuomintang
and Japan. The anti-imperialist mass organisations at once seized
the opportunity to draw up a programme in which completely
concrete measures for the organisation and waging of the
national-revolutionary war against the Japanese and other im-
perialists were worked out. Here are the main points of this
programme:—

(1) General mobilisation of the nation, orgamsatlon on a mass
scale of anti-Japanese volunteer and partisan corps, organisation
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of a collection in support of the anti-Japanese volunteer and
partisan corps in Manchuria, Jehol, and other occupied districts;
organisation of anti-Japanese reconnoitring and diversion detach-
ments, of communications, transport and first-aid columns, agit-
brigades, pickets for the carrying out of the boycott of Japanese
goods; mobilisation of the entire population for the armed anti-
imperialist struggle at the front and at home.

(2) General mobilisation of the land, sea and air fighting
forces: not a soldier, not a shell, not a plane, for the massacre of
the people themselves or for a war among the militarists; imme-
diate stop to the attack on the Soviet districts, in order on the
one hand. to give the Red Army the chance of waging war against
Japanese imperialism and on the other to use all non-Soviet
troops for the struggle against Japanese imperialism.

(3) General arming of the people; all weapons and ammuni-
tion available in the arsenals and:armouries, as well as all aero-
planes, guns, warships, etc.; bought ‘abroad are to be used for the
arming of the people; the entire populatxon is to be granbed the
possibility of military training.

(4) Immediate carrying out of the following concrete measures
for .the raising of means for the national-revolutionary war:—

“(a) Confiscation of property and goods belonging to the
Japanese imperialists: trading firms, banks, factories, railways,
pits, mines, ships, etc. This represents a handsome sum, for
Japan’s capital investments in China amount to more than eight
milliard yen.

(b) Stoppage of payments of debt and interest to Japanese
imperialism.

(c) Confiscation of property belonging to all traitors to the
national interests of China.

(d) ‘Introduction of a uniform progressive income-tax.

(e) Collection of donations abroad among Chinese emigrés
and all workers sympathising with the movement for national
independence in China.

At the same time the various anti-imperialist. mass organisa-
tions together brought into being an anti-Japanese national
“Society for the Salvation of the Homeland ” for the struggle for
the realisation of the demands enumerated above and for the
leadership of the national war of liberation.

This programme gave the impulse to the revolutionisation of
the toiling population of Fukien and fhe soldiers of the 19th Army.

Another example bears witness to the concrete Bolshevik
leadership of the C.C. of the C.P. of China. In 1932 our C.C,, in
its letter to the Provincial Party Leadership and all Party com-
rades in Manchuria, not only issued concrete instructions con-
cerning the carrying out of the national-revolutionary united front
in Manchuria and other occupied districts; it indicated also the
concrete and differentiated approach to the different types of
partisan corps.

The first type of partisan corps are those consisting solely of
troops of the old Kirin army; the command of them belongs to
old generals who place themselves under the leadership of the
Kuomintang and rely upon the support of the landowners, manu-
facturers and merchants. They are absolutely hostile to any revo-
lutionary mass movement of the workers and peasants. As re-
gards these corps, our Party has provided for the carrying out of
the united front from below with the soldiers under certain con-
ditions and the conclusion of fighting agreements with the com-
mand of isolated divisions for the purpose of executing certain
military operations.

To the second type of partisan corps may be counted, for
example, the troops of Wang Dei Ling, which in the majority con-
sist- of rural, petty bourgeois, and even proletarian anti-Japanese
partisan detachments. Here the influence of the Kuomintang is
considerably less. The leadership of these troops tries to secure
the support of the petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry and makes
use of the methods of national and social demagogy. As regards
this kind of partisan movement, our Party organisations must,
apart from the united front from below, apply also, to a certain
degree and extent and in the appropriate form, the tactic of the
united front from above. Here too, of course, through the con-
clusion of fighting agreements for the purpose of securing certain
concrete military aims.

To the third type of partisans may be counted the various
peasant partisan troops (“Big Knives,” “Red Lances,” ‘Self-

Defence Formations,” etc.); they 1nclude in thexr ranks also
workers, petty bourgeois and intellectuals, but in the main they
consist of peasants. Owing to their political 1mmatunty and
weaknesses in military technique, a section of them—in agitation
for the armed struggle against Japanese imperialism and its
agents—make use of religious motives. A large section of these
detachments is subject to the leadership or the .influence of the
landowners, big peasants and old Kirin officers, who cannot guide
this movement on to a really revolutionary course and very often
use it for their reactionary purposes. A third section of these
detachments are finally under the influence and the leadership of
revolutmnary elements. These elements are well disposed towards
their class brothers,: have, however, as yet found no proper, con-
sistent revolutionary course and the corresponding fighting
methods. As regards this third type of partisan corps, the degree
of success achieved in our struggle against the reactionary leader-
ship and the degree of our palitical influence among these partisan
troops are a determining factor for the forms and extent of the

concrete application of the united-front tactic, w1thout excludlng
from this certain forms of an anti-imperialist bloc. )

In addition, the C.C. stated that in all cases the united front
from below must form the basis of our work. For any form of
united front from above is possible and to.the purpose only when
we have been successful in building up a powerful united front
from below and in fixing, under pressure of the revolutxonary
masses, the apex.

Proceedmg from its appralsal of the concrete s1tuat10n our
Party, on the one hand, worked out a tactic of the national-
revolutionary united front, in order to make the most of all anti-
Japanese forces, including the wavering forces, on the other hand,
however, developed a struggle in order to get the masses of the
workers, peasants and petty bourgeois under its influence and to
give the anti-Japanese movement a firm proletarian framework.
For this very reason we have been successfiil in strengthening the
anti-Japanese partisan eorps, which are fighting under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party.

The national-revolutionary war organised by the C.P. of China
against the Japanese and other imperialists is not only a struggle
for the national liberation of China; it has also already become
a factor holding up the offensive of Japanese imperialism against
the U.S.S.R. and the outbreak of a new imperialist world-war on
the shores of the Pacific Ocean.

The counter-revolutionary Trotsky, in his article in the
periodical Class Struggle in: February, 1933, accuses the C.P. of
China of being guilty of speculation on account of the issue of
the slogan of the national-revolutionary, anti-imperialist war. He
states- that this slogan should only be issued in the event of a
war on the part of Japanese im‘perialisin against the Soviet Union.
Some Chinese Communists were likewise of the opinion that this
slogan contradicts the task of the defence of the Soviet Union.
Facts have proved precisely the opposite and have refuted most
brilliantly this Trotskyist calumny. The arguments of the
counter-revolutionary Trotsky and of the opportunist elements
within our Party were at bottom directed against the slogan of
the national-revolutionary war. They signify in reality a betrayal
of the genuine revolutionary struggle of the masses of the Chinese
people against the attack of Japanese imperialism on the Soviet
Union, thereby doing Japanese imperialism inestimable service in
the realisation of its intervention against the Soviet Union.

The C.P. of China is convinced that in the event of a military
attack on the partof Japanese imperialism on the Soviet Union, the
toiling Chinese masses and the Chinese Red Army, under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party and in alliance with the proletariat
of the Soviet Union and of Japan, will be in a position to offer
resolute resistance to the Japanese and other imperialist pirates,
to smash Japanese imperialism and to contribute towards the
transformation of the militarist-fascist, monarchist-police State of
Japan, the Japan of the Mikados and the Arakis, into a free Soviet
Japan of the workers and peasants.

2. Concerning the Revolutionary Struggle of the
Workers in China Outside the Soviet Districts

"The second peculiarity of the development of the revolution-
ary movement in the past period in non-Soviet China is the new
upward surge in the strike movement of the working class. - At
the end of 1932 and the beginning of 1933 we had a certain ehb
in theé strike conflicts of the workers; this, however, was followed
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from May to August by a headlong rise in the strike movement.

‘Whilst in the four months May, June, July and August, 1932, alto-
ather ,116,600 workers were on strike durmg the correspondmg
onths in 1933 there were 290,370 workers on strike.

The smke conflicts of the past period were distinguished,
above all, by their great vehemence," expressed in, among other
thincrs the fact that strikes took place repeatedly in one and the
same factory Thus, for example, in the ‘course of two months
the Workers in 25 Shanghal silk factories orgamsed two general
s‘mkes

In ‘thé second place, the strike wave affected, apart from
Shanghai, other large trade and industrial centres in China as
well Recently general strikes of’the sailors employed by the
sh1pp1ng company “Tai-gu” took place in‘-Shanghai, Kwantung,
Fukien, Swabow and Hong Kong; m addition, there were two general
strikes of the’ electnclty company of Shanghal Since May 30,
1925, there has been no such strike among these workers.

Th1rd1y, ‘an important dlmmutlon in such forms of the move-
ment as the presentatlon of petif,lons was to be observed; on the
other hand however, a change over to higher, more resolute forms
in reply to the furious terror of the Kuomintang and to the
pffensive of the capitalists. Generally the workers do not leave
the factory immediately on proclamation of the strike; they re-
main in the factory, occupy the managerial offices, seize the stocks
of goods, and show to the troops, the police and the bureaucrats
of the yellow trade unions a stubborn resistance. The economic
strikes frequently become transformed into political strikes.

" Fourthly, the Red Unions are extending their influence, pre-
paring for strike conflicts, and are securing more and more the
leadership of them. In Northern China our Party is leading the
strike of the 30,000 coalminers, in connection with which Red
Unions are being founded.

The number of members of the Red Unions has more than
doubled recently. In one town .a delegate conference of the
textile workers was called, at which, after a speech by a Com-
munist, eighty delegates voted in favour of joining the C.P. of
Chipa. . Such a case has never yet occurred in the history of the
Chinese workers’ movement ) )

. The upsurge in the weorkers’ movement is resulting in an
abatement in. the influenee among workers of the Kuomintang
and the. yellow unions; this does not, however, mean that they
have yet adequately been exposed to the broad masses of the
workers and that the Communists need no longer carry on a
vehement struggle against them. The C.P. and the Red Unions
have really begun to organise.the united front with the masses of
the workers in the yellow unions. The influence of the R.T.U.Q.
has become firmly established in the yellow unions in various
branches of .industry. -We are of the .opinion that we can speak
already. of the beginning of a change in our work in- the yellowf
unions. We have been  successful, through our Red Unions, in
penetrating among the workers of a number of large enterprises,
which: up- till now have been under the influence:of the yellow

unions, in liberating the workers from: the influence of the-yellow.

leaders..and the Kuomintang people, who were opposed to. the
strikes, -and in bringing them into the strike conflict. We had
@great successes also with the rallway workers on some lines in
North: China.. -

In gpite of r,he fact that.our Party has dunng the past period
achieved great results:in the-trade union movement, we have not
yet completely fulfilled the tasks that lie before us in this sphere.
In the workers’ movement our Party is still lagging behind the
growth of the workers’ struggle. A series of strikes took ‘place
without our Red Unions and without our Party. The independent
deadership in the daily struggles of the workers, the work for the

wearrying -through of strikes on the basis of the daily demands,

ete., are not yet :satisfactory, In some places our comrades are
neglecting the struggle for the daily demands. The struggle of
the workers are not adequately linked up with the anti-imperialist
movement. Our trade union organisations are on the whole still
weak. Our work in the factories is still defective and has as yet
no firm basis. In a number of large towns—especially in towns
mear the Soviet districts—our work has not yet been built up
again and put to rights. The winning over of the workers in the
yellow unions and in the Kuomintang unions and the getting

Hold of the unemployed are likewise still in their infancy. The
mendency preva.iling in the ranks of our Party fo disregard
work in the yellow unions has not yet been completely overcome

The united-front tactic is still insufficiently applied.. The C.C. of
our Party has in the course of Bolshevik self-criticism pointed out
these weaknesses and defects and has taken resolute steps for
their ehmmanon

3. The Peasants’ and Soldlers Revolts

The offensive of imperialism, the ‘policy of plunder of the
Kuomintang, the exploitation by feudal and ‘manorial lords, the
profound economis crisis, and the .unheard-of . .inundations are
delivering over the peasant masses of China outside the Soviet
districts to: utter starvation. ~As a result, the: struggle of the
peasantry is increasing -more and more in vigour. In Manchuria
hundreds and thousands of peasants have risen -up- in ‘armed
struggle against Japanese imperialism. In eight months of the
last year 22 peasants’ revolts were registered; these were carried
out under the.leadership of the C.P.. The peasant movement in
Northern China has matured: from a spontaneous, unorganised
struggle, not led by the proletariat to an agrarian revolution, to
a struggle for the Soviets under the leadership of the proletariat
and the C.P. of China.

On the basis of these peasants’ revolts the CP organised
SOV1ets in Shantung, in I Tsa Sian, etc., and carried out the con-
fiscation of the landed estates. In Shansi the Soviet power was
organised throughout the whole 'distrigt and the 26th Army Corps
of the Red Army was formed. The Soviet movement had accord-
ingly extended to Northern China. Here at the Thirteenth
Plenum we can, with absolute justice, declare that the C.P. of
China has been able not only to establish the Soviet power in
the South, but to raise the Red Soviet Ba:iner in Northern and
North-Western China as well. At the same time, under the
slogan of the struggle against taxes, our Party has created in
Szechwan an anti-tax army out of the peasants of 19 districts,
which has played and is playing an important part in the struggle
against the offensive of the Szechwan generals against the Sowet
districts.

Owing to the weakness and inexperience of our Party ca.dres,
“Left” deviations often come to light in the peasant movement,
finding expression in the fact that in a number of cases our
organisations are losing touch with the masses and mechanically
transferring the experiences.of the Soviet districts of South China
to North China, although the class struggle in the North is not
yet so advanced -as in the Soviet districts. Right-apportunist mis-
takes also occur. To this. may. also be ascribed the circumstance
that our local orgamsatlons have not yet been able to secure the
desired results in armed struggle.

The extraordinarily bad living conditions of the soldiers, the
systematic delays in issuing their pay, their complete ‘lack of
rights and their dissatisfaction with the capitulation of the' Kuomin-
tang: to imperialism on the one hand—on the other, however,
the victory of the Chinese Red Army—have evoked & great wave
of mass mutinies among the Kuomintang troops. ' This wave has
undermined . considerably the domination of the Kuomintang.
The work of the C.P. in Northern China and in Manchuria for
the winning over of the masses of the soldiers and for ‘demoralis-
ing the Mandshu and. Kuomintang troops has shown concrete
results. Owing to the work of the Szechwan provincial committee
of our Party in the Kuomintang tetrritory, in Pang Kiang Sian,
an entire brigade of soldiers has become mutinous. and has thus
contributed to the victory of the Red Army in Szechwan, to the
taking of new towns, and to-the swelling of the forces of the Red
Army. In addition, a brigade has mutinied in the districts of"
Ma Bian, O Bian, and O Mie, so that the Soviet power could be
established and..a special division of the Red - Army could be
formed. As a result of our untiring work in the 19th Army, this
army has ceased to be an active force in the struggle against the
Red Army. But at the same time we cannot help admitting that
the work for the winning over of the masses of the soldiers and
for spreadmg sedition among the enemy troops still shows serious
defects. As yet this work has no systematic, deliberate character.
In condltlons of war, intervention, and revolution this work is
naturally of first-class importance.

-The C.P. of China must realise with absolute clarity that w1th-
out systematic, resolute Bolshevik mass work among the soldiers
of the adversary, it will not be in a position to organise the vie-
torious . national-revolutionary war against xmperialism and the
Kuommtang ; :
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Our Party has in the past period, through its leadership of
the Red Army, smashed the fifth -counter-revolutionary invasion
and already repelled in the main the sixth, thereby extending
the Soviet territory. The C.P. is at the head of the anti-Japanese
struggle in many places in Manchuria and in the other districts
occupied by Japanese imperialism. It is at the head of the strike
movement of the urban- workers and of the movement of the
soldier and peasant masses in resolute struggle against the Japan-
ese and other imperialists, against the Kuomintang, whereby it is
hindering Japanese imperialism in the preparations for its offen-
sive against the Soviet Union. In this way our Party has shown
itself to be a powerful Bolshevik Party, a Party that in very fact
is realising the Leninist-Stalin line of the Communist Interna-
tional. Our Party has in the past period increased its member-
ship by 110,000. It is-growing not only in the Soviet districts, but
also outside these. The Shanghai organisation has within a few
months augmented its strength by two-thirds; of the new mem-
bers 80 per cent. are workers. Ninety-four new cells have been
founded, among them 72 factory cells. Our Party press has like-
wise grown.

Special mention must here be made of the fact that we have
to work under a white terror of such a kind that the workers are
beheaded, not only for membership of the C.P., but also for be-
longing to a Red union, to the IL.D., and other revolutionary
mass organisations. And rf in spite of all, our Party organisa-
tions can show such a powerful growth, then the main cause
lies in the fact that they are making further progress in their
Bolshevisation, that the C.C. of our Party is leading the struggle
not abstractly, not formally, but effectively, operatively, con-
cretely. The slogan “ Every Party member must recruit at least
one new member” has been more than fulfilled. It generally
happened that every member recruited four, five, ten, and in some
cases even twenty to thirty members.

The Party has been. successful in combining the recruiting
campaign with the organisation of mass work. Thus, for
example, during the recruiting campaign of March 18, 1932, 21
mass fighting actions and one strike were organised. In this
recruiting campaign wide use was made of the experience of the
Russian Bolsheviki, of the methods of revolutionary competition
and the shock brigade. The cells lagging behind received the
support of the shock brigades. The campaign closed with suc-
cess; the percentage of workers in our Party organisation was
brought from 60 up to 90. ‘

Thanks to the correet application of the experience of the
Russian Bolsheviki we have considerably improved cell work in
the sense of raising the level of the activity and initiative of
Party members and strengthened the mass work of the cells, as
well as their contact with the non-Party masses. The raising of
activity and initiative in the work of the local Party organisa-
tions is a great achievement of our Party not only in the Soviet
districts, but also outside these.

There is a superfluous centralism present in the C.P. of China.
In the course of last year we carried through a number of
measures aiming at raising the initiative of the lower Party
organisations. The Party has divided up its cadres, employed
the system of sending representatives of the C.C. into the pro-
vinces, and the methods of personal leadership through instruc-
tors from the C.C. Especially big results were secured by the
Party in the past year in the encouragement and training of new
cadres from the midst of the worker and peasant activists. The
members and secretaries of the sub-district leaderships of the
Shanghai organisation, for example, are in the great majority
workers. It is thanks precisely to the btmgmg of a large number

of, active workers into Party work that the contact of the Party
with the masses has been firmly established and that the opera-
tive leadership of the daily struggles has been strengthened. The
employment of new cadres, still unknown to the police, for work
in the factories, and the support that the masses of the workers
accord them, provides them with a certain cover and makes it
more difficult for the enemy to break up our organisation.

These successes of our Party .are attributable above all to the
fact that it has carried on an untiring fight on two fronts for
the line of the Party and of the Comintern. But for all that the
Party has still a whole series of organisational weaknesses and
defects.. Most essential are the following:—,

‘tions.

(1) Irregular growth and development of the Party organisa-
Many organisations in the large cities, particularly in
towns lying near the Soviet districts, have not yet been completely
restored.

(2) In a number of towns, owing to lack of energetic work, a
basis for organisation has not yet been created in many factories.
In spite of a certain increase in the proletarian element among
the Party members, its growth is not yet adequate by a long way.

(3 ‘Party life in the factory cells has not yet been sufficiently
consolidated. The fluctuation among the members -has not yet
been eliminated.” Contact with the masses in the factories is not
yet close enough.

(4) Initiative in the work of the local Party organisations is
still defective. They are not yet applying widely enough the forms
and methods of personal, concrete leadership. In the exercise of
self-criticism they frequently go to extremes and they do not yet
krow how to raise the.activity of the membership to a higher
stage. The training of new cadres is thoroughly deficient and
does not come up to the requirements of the objective situation.

(5) The struggle against provocation and for improvement in
conspiracy s still insufficient and is not carried on by all Party
organisations. with the required seriousness. The C.C. of our
Party is exerting all its energies to overcome these defects.

Comrade Piatnitsky has pointed out that in view of the ap-
proaching new round of revolutions and wars the firm organisa-
tional establishment of the Party is the most immediate task.
The delegation of the C.P. of China proposes that it should enter
into socialist competition with other Communist brother Parties
for the purpose of fulfilling the tasks indicated to us by Comrade
Piatnitsky, and that the test of this competitive agreement should
take place at the Seventh World Congress. (Applause.)

Owing to the weaknesses and defects cited, the results
achieved by our Party and the revolutionary movement are,
measured by the requirements and possibilities of the objective:
situation, still unsatisfactory. The objective situation in China
gives to-day the absolute opportunity of getting the revolutionary
masses throughout China on our side. The revolutionary masses
of the workers, peasants and toilers generally obviously do not
intend to let themselves be enslaved by the Japanese and other
imperialists. They are ready to make great sacrifices in the
struggle against Japanese and other imperialists, for the sake of
the indivisibility and independence of their country. There exists
the absolute possibility of turning the masses of the starving, un-
employed and homeless toilers into active fighters for national
and social einancipation, for rice, bread, land, work, housing, aud
therewith for the overthrow of the rule of the imperialists and
their agents, the Kuomintang generals and other Chinese
militarists.

But we have not yet transformed this possibility into reality.
It is just here, in this lagging of the subjective factors behind the
possibilities' of the objective situation, that the disparity in our
work is to be found. For this reason the overcoming of this
lagging behind is at the present time, next to the tasks named by
Comrade Wan Min in his speech, the most important militant
task of the C.P. of China in ensuring the complete victory of the
Soviet revolution throughout the whole of China.

Comrades, we Bolsheviks are a long way from being content
to stop at the results already secured this year in heroic struggle.
We are exposing our mistakes and shortcomings for the very
reason that we have before us tasks that are still more serious,
more complicated and greater; for the very reason that the ques-
tion of the further development and the victory of the Soviet re-
volution in China—already to-day one of the ‘decisive factors in
international politics—is of such far-reaching significance for the
victory of the World October. We are convinced that our brother
Parties, on the basis of the development of a Bolshevik self-
criticism, will liquidate the defects in their defence of Soviet
China, regard this work as one of the most important tasks before
every Communist Party and systematically supervise its carrying
out. The C.P. of China is fully convinced that the Communist
brother Parties will fulfil the tasks set them by the present
E.C.C.I Plenum and will give their support to the Chinese Party
in its struggle for the victory of the Soviets throughout the whole
of China. (Applause.)
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Fascism, Social Democracy and Communism

Comrade Knorin

1. Our Tactics Were Correct

CoMRADES,—Six years have now passed since Rudolf Hilferding,
at the Kiel Party Congress of German social democracy, put for-
ward a new programme of post-war social democracy, the theory of
“organised capitalism” and of “peaceful growing into socialism
through democracy.”

The world situation was then characterised by the relative
stabilisation of capitalism.

It was under these conditions that two world congresses met in
1928—the Congress of the Second International in Brussels and
the Sixth Corgress of the Communist International in Moscow.
And while the social democrats at their Brussels world congress de-
clared in their decisions that capitalism had healed its wounds, at
that very same moment, in those same months in the autumn of
1928, our Sixth Congress of the Comintern pointed out the com-
mencement of ‘a new . third period in the post-war crisis of
capitalism, the period of the shattering of the stabilisation of
capitalism and the growth of a revolutionary upsurge of the masses.

Within a year the approach of an economic crisis of over-
production was already making itself felt throughout the whole
world. But social democracy was still fascinated by the theories of
“organised capitalism” and of “development without crisis.”
Brought face to face with the approaching bankruptcy of the
Weimar Republic, German social demccracy, at the Magdeburg
Party Congress in 1929, still boasted of its strength. Dittmann
declared that “there is more scocialism in Germany than in the
U.S.SR.” Wels declared: “If there is to be dictatorship, then let it
be our dictatorship.” Social democracy was intensifying the terror
against the revolutionary proletariat, against the growing revolu-
tionary upsurge of the masses, showing ever more clearly its anti-
democratic face.

In sharp contrast to the opinions voiced by social democracy,
we pointed out at our Tenth Plenum in July, 1929, that the contra-
dictions between - classes and states were growing, that a new
revolutionary upsurge was rising, that an economic crisis was not
far off.

Time passed. The economic crisis was already raging over the
whole world. In the spring of 1930 the bourgeoisie threw the social
democrats from their ministerial posts in Germany. In the autumn
the Labour Government in England suffered defeat. The theory of
“ organised capitalism ” collapsed; the social democrats put forward
the “theory ” that capitalism was seriously ill and that it behoved
the social democrats to cure it.

And at this time at the Eleventh Plenum of the E.C.C.I we
showed the masses the growing contrast of two systems, the system
of socialism in construction and the system of decaying capitalism;
we recorded the growth of the prerequisites for a revolutionary
crisis in a number of countries, pointed out that for the toiling
masses the only way out of the crisis is revolution.

Finally, at our last Twelfth Plenum of the Executive Committee
of the Comintern, when social democracy had already lost its head
and had commenced babbling about a counter-revolutionary situ-
ation, we firmly and determinedly stated that the stabilisation of
capitalism had come to an end, that the world was confronted with
great, clashes between classes and states, that there was a possibility
of abrupt changes and upheavals, that the transition to a new
round of revolutions and wars had commenced.

In all our estimates of the situation we have been proved nght
Our analysis had been justified from year to years We had no need
to revise our views on any point. But everything which was put
forward -against us by the theoreticians of the bourgeoisie and,
above all, by social democracy, all this has L, - falling .to pieces
from year to year like a house of cards. We have based ourselves
and continye to base ourselves on the only scientific theory—the
theory of Marxism-Leninism, but :social democracy long ago be-
trayed Marxism. & oo

In the two main keypoints, in Germany and in the Far East,
the contradictions of the capitalist system have reached their
greatest accentuation. The revolutionary upsurge has continued
to grow throughout the whole world. In China, the Soviet revolu-
tion has spread. In Spain, Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia and

many other countries there have been severe class struggles. But
for the time being; fascism has conquered in Germany. For a short
time the German bourgeoisie has consolidated its power. War is
spreading in the Far East. An attack by Japan on the U.S.S.R. is
on the order of the day. But we can nevertheless point to the fact
that our glorious Communist Party of Germany has done every-
thing for the struggle against fascism which was in its power and
which was dictated by the given concrete correlation of class forces.
We can also say that the Japanese and Chinese Communist Parties
have done everything which was in their power and which was
dictated by the given concrete correlation of class forces for the
struggle against war. And if at the present time fascism comes to
power in a number of countries, if the war danger has become an
immediate one, nevertheless we can say now with even greater
assurance than at any time before: the forces of the revolution are
growing despite fascist terror and social democracy. No gangs of
Hitler and no armies of Araki are able to hold up thlS growth of the
forces of revolutlon

__ Our. analysis of the situation is correct, our tactics are correct.
This is proved by a glance over the de‘velopment of events for the
last five years since the Sixth Congress of the Communist
International.

2. The ContempOrary Capitalist State

At the present time, as Comrade Kuusinen said here, on the
basis of the unalterable laws of its' development, the world is
already directly apprcaching a new round of revolution and wars.

The firmest foundations of capitalist society are being
shattered by the gigantic destructive force of the crisis, the growth
in the strength of the U.S.S.R. and the growth of the revolutionary
movement of the toiling masses in the capitalist countries them-
selves. The corntradictions between classes and states are being
accentuated to a catastrophic degree. Not one single capitalist
state can be certain that its frontiers are secure. Not one single
capitalist government is confident of what to-morrow will bring.
Everywhere sharp encounters are proceeding between the forces of
revolution and the forces of reaction.

The preparations for the war between states are taking the
form of a war ef the most powerful forces of the bourgeoisie against
the Communist Party and the working class. The contradictions
between the capitalist countries are being accentuated to the
highest degree. Meanwhile a wave of nationalism is rising and this
is being utilised by the bourgeoisie for setting up in a number of
countries the power of the most extreme reactionary, chauvinist,
fascist parties of the bourgeoisie. The darkest forces of reaction,
remnants of the Middle Ages, are being mobilised in order to defend
capitalism, which is in its death throes.

But nevertheless the ruling classes see that they are not
masters of the situation in their own system. The capitalist world
is drifting rudderless towards its own ruin. Capitalism has out-
lived its day. The best thinkers of capitalist society are beginning
to grasp this fact to an ever greater extent. Their sympathies are
ever more turning to us. Hundreds of writers, scientizts, engineers
and technicians are following the work of socialist censtructicon in
the U.S.S.R. with.great sympathy. Soviet China, which has become
an important political factor in the Far East, is winning the
sympathies of broad sections of the intelligentsia, especially in
America and.in the Far East. ) '

The crisis of capitalism is so profound that even Mussolini in
his speech to the National Council of Fascist Corporations in
November, 1933, was compelled to state:— )

& We have reached a point where, if the state were to go to
sleep for twenty-four hours, this interval weuld be encugh for
the ushering in of a catastrophe. - From now on there is no
sphere of ecqgnomy in which the state ean afford not to inter-
fere. If we want to put off the last hour of this capitalist
system, then we have to establish state capitalism, which is
nothing more nor less than state socialism turned inside out.

And this constitutes the crisis of the capitalist system in all its

universal significance.”

If the contemporary monopolist-capitalist bourgeois state went
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to sleep for twenty-four.hours, then capitalism would collapse and
power would pass into the hands of the Communists—this is what
Mussalini, -the prominent repreﬂentatwe of contemporary mono-
polist capital, here admits.

But in proportion as the crisis grows deeper, and thmgs g0
worse for-the bourgeoisie, the parasitic state apparatus of the bour-
geoisie grows ever larger and larger.. . )

The more capitalism reaches “its state of over-maturity, the
more does the bourgeoisie base itself on the army, the police, and
on all modern military technique for the suppression of the resist-
ance of the toiling masses, the more does it apply the terror against
the toiling masses. The rule of the bourgeoisie becomes a bloody
regime under which workers’ demonstrations and peasant uprisings
are fired upon, the villages of colonial peoples are attacked with
gas and aeroplanes and where the prisons of the so-called advanced,
cultured, civilised countries use the methods of the medieeval in-
quisition. The October Revolution in Russia and the Civil War
which followed it have already been far exceeded in the number of
their victims by the Chinese revolution and the struggle in
Germany.
~ But desplte the fdct that terror has become the common
‘method of government employed by the bourgeoisie, nevertheless it
had not, succeeded in consolidating its rule. This is why the ruling
financial oligarchy is trying still further to $trengthen the state
apparatus, to create a state power, the aim of which is to overcome
the internal contradictions of the capitalist system by means of
terrorism, the .bloody suppression of the growing revolutionary
movement, the mobilisation of all forces of the capitalist state for
the struggle against the toilihg masses. Therefore in the present

period, on the eve of a new round of revolutions and wars, the
ﬁnancxal oligarchy naturally adopts the policy of fascism, this last
desperate attempt of the most reactionary terrorist, nationalistic
groups of the bourgeoisie to retain state power in their own hands
by strengthening the state apparatus of suppression, terror and
civil war agaihst the toiling masses, this attempt to find a way out
_of. the crisis by means of, intensified preparatlons for a new im-
penahst war, for a new re—partltlon of the world. -

The present wave of fa,sc1sm is not a sign of the strength, but
-a sign ef the weakness and instability of the whole capitalist
system, which the bourgeoisie is trying to strengthen by enlarging
the state machine and by adopting fascist methods for: the -sup-
-pression of the masses. The bourgeoisie is going over to govern-
ment by methods of .terrorist fascist dictatorship, not ‘of its. own
sweet will, but .of necessity.. It is organising for itself a mass
:suppart from among the petty bourgeoisie who have been driven
dxstracted in the conditions of the crisis, promising them that it will
support-the petty proprletor It is: forming terrorlst gangs out of
nationalist-chauvinist elements It makes these gangs a part of the
state apparatus, and, relying upon them, declares civil war agamst
the working class because its old normal apparatus has already lost
‘the power to cope with the task: of suppressing the down-trodden
classes. It is doing away with bourgeois 14w because the prestige
of the bourgems state power and law has ceased to have any in-
fluence on the working masses, because the illusion-of the possibility
of peaceful development of capitali$m and of the demioeratic path
‘to socialism is vamshmg, because decisive strugg}es are ‘dpproach-
ing, becatlse the bourgeoisie has been brought face to face with the
inevitability of extremely severe wars' whieh represent a danger to
itseif, because parliamentarism is ‘no’ longer able to secure the
defence of capltahsm against the growing revolutionary movement,

“and to secure the preparations for a war for a re-partition of
markets ‘among the 1mper1ahsts It ‘is beginning to interfere in
economic activities, to carty out so-called state capitalistic measures
‘because the whole system' of capitalism’ has been undermined,
“because the collapse of a singlé bank or trust is ‘beginning to
thteaten the whole state apparatus with collapse. - It cannot there-
fore be wondered at that such a financial-capitalist government,
such an:arch-reactionary government as the fascist government of
Hitler or Mussolini, tries to merge the banks or talks of nationalis-
ing them. This is not a step-towards socidlism. On the contrary,
it is an attempt to save the power of ﬁnanee-capltal from complete
bankruptcy.

But the victory of fascism becomes inevitable and possible only
where sacial democracy has succeeded by means of its system of
centralised mass workers’ organisations in holding back .its prole-
tarian adherents from a united revolutionary front with the Com-
munists, in preventing the winning over of -the majority of the

proletariat, despite the most-profound crisis, to the side of the
Communist Party and .thereby preventing the success of the class
struggle of the proletariat and thus discrediting Marxism and the
class struggle in the.eyes -of the broad masses-of the urban petty
bourgeoisie and the peasantry. Fascism cannot win even in one
country without the direct help and support of social democracy
which, over a prolonged period of time, splits the ranks of the
proletariat, holds it back from struggle, weakens its fighting
capacity by way of police violence, terror and deception, delivering
it over to fascism with its hands bound.

~ Fascism and Germar Social Democracy

The more organised the masses are, the more difficult the situ-
ation of capital is, the more rapidly and the more completely does
the fascist dictatorship effect the abolition of all non-fascist or not
completely fascist organisations and the more does it stand in need
of so-called State-capitalist measures and of the corporate system.
Mussolini in Italy achieved the abolition of the bourgeois parties
gradually, because their existence did not greatly hinder the fascist
dictatorship. Mussolini for a time tolerated social democracy be-
cause in Italy it played a relatively small role. He destroyed it
when it entered upon its first severe crisis. Hitler came to power in
a country which is “ thoroughly organised,” in a country in which
it is impossible to strengthen the centralisation of leadership with-
out destroying all bourgeois parties and organisations, and in which
it is impossible to do away with that struggle which weakens the
bourgeoisie itself, the mad struggle between different capitalist
groups for the distribution of a diminishing share in the surplus
_value, of a diminishing quantity.of profit, the struggle to have their
losses made good by the State, without destroying the representa-
‘tions of these groups (parties, organisations). Hitler came to
power in a country in which the working class was more highly
organised than in any other.. But the trade unions of the German
proletariat, the leadership of which had been seized by the social
democrats, had long ceased to be militant class organisations. The
largest party, that which led thie majority of the proletariat, had
become social fascist. The Communist Party, despite the rapid
growth of its influence, had not yet been able to undermme the
influence of social democracy:

Without its revolutionary class leadershlp, the working class is
not capable of action of any kind. In order to be able to carry on
':evolutlonary activity, the working class must be united around 1t,s
revolutxona,ry party. Since the Communist Party did not yet have
‘the majority of the working class behind it, the fate of the German
proletanat depended on the conduct of the somal democrats.

In order to suppress the working class, fascism set itself, abave
all, the task of destroymg the Communist Party. But in such an
a.ccentuated situation as existed, and continues to exist, in Ger-
many, the social democratic party, and the trade unions in particu-
lar, could have become reservoirs for the gathermg together of
elements discontented with fascism. Even in March certain or-
ganlsatlons even.such a reactionary organisation as the Steel
Helmets, were becoming such reservoirs. Because social democracy
was still sufficiently strong to hold back the masses from resistance
to.the advance of the fascist dictatorship by means of its system
of centralised orgamsatlons but was already no more sufficiently
strong to insure the stability of the capitalist system by its support,

~fascism, when it came to power destroyed its assistant, social demo-
_craey, and broke up the social democratic organisations in order to

pulverise the working class, in order itself to attempt to lead the
working masses, now disorganised and deprived of their organisa-
tions, to incorporate them in the system of the fascist state or, if
this proved impossible, at least to pulverise them. The tempo at
which the German fascists have effected the incorporation of all
bourgeois parties and capitalist organisations and also that of
social democracy and the reformist and Christian trade unions—
this tempo is to be explained not by the fact that Hitler has learned

 anything from Mussolini, but first and foremost by the fact that

Hitler .came. to power under conditions when German capitalism
could be saved for the time being only by the immediate subordina-

“tion of all its parts to the over-centralised dictatorial power of the

“fascist state. Secondly, it is to be explained by the fact that in
Germany the parliamentary system, and together with it social
democracy which had participated in the government since 1918,
had become bankrupt and corrupt more than in any other country.
German social democracy was ready to agree to anything; German
social democracy itself permitted Hitler to come ‘to power, but
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fascismt ‘demanded of social democracy such large doses of
nationalism and chauvinism, such a subordination to the will of
finance capital as would in any case have meant the destruction of
its organisations, incorporation, merging with the Nazis, and social
‘democracy, while no imperialist war had as yet broken out, could
not yet bring its organisation to this point, although it tried to do
so. This fact is proved by the resignation of Wels from the Second
International at the beginning of March, 1933, and by the social
democratic fraction in the Reichstag which voted in favour of
Hitler’s policy on May 17, 1933. Hitler was obviously in @ hurry.
The whole situation in Germany, the catastrophically serious posi-
tion of German capitalism, compelled him to make haste. German
social democracy has perished as a party after having played to the
last its role as concubine of the German bourgeoisie, after having
satisfied to the extent of its powers all the desires of all its masters
from the democratic party to the party of the national socialists.

Social democeracy perished because it killed itself politically and
morally, having refused to combat fascism, capltulated before. fas-
cism, consented to enter its service.

The fact of Geérman social democracy’s bankruptey is so evident
even to the Second International, even to its thedreticians and its
Publicists, that any attempt to deny it would be ndiculous But
while admitting thé bankruptey of Gérman social democracy, the

other parties of the Second International try to hide their é6wn
bankruptcy. They want to conceal the fact that they havé lost
their political hne that they are drifting rudderless; they want to
_represent things ‘as if it were only German social democracy that
‘had gorie bankfupt, as if the blame lay on'the leaders of German
V'social democraty, as if the blame lay on the,special conditions exist-
ing in Germany, as if the blame lay on the mistakes of German
social democracy and not on the policy of the Second International,
niot on the fact that they have become social fascists. For us, the
whole point is that they have become social fascists. - )

But there is nothmg new in .all this cntxclsm directed by the
Second Internat,mnal against German social democracy, against its
gdlsaster against. its bankruptcy Wels only did what MacDonaId
‘had done before him, only less skilfully.and with diffefent conse-
quences. Then Wels and Vandervelde cntlcxsed MacDonald; now
Vandervelde, Blum, Henderson and Bauer have criticised Wels.
‘MacDonald split the English Iabourites, wert over openly to the
“'side of the bourgeoisie, kept his post as Minister of the Crown. He
"proved to 'be necessary. Wels proved to be unnecessary He' was
driven away. The quarrel between Wels and Vandervelde has
ended in a temporary reconciliation because Wels could not joln
the German national front and was compelled to return to the
Second International. This is how it was: he left the Second Inter-
national, went to Hitler, was not accepted, was told—* Better serve
in the Second International,” and returned to the Second Inter-
" national, where he was accepted.’

The theoreticians of the Second International, in criticising
German social democracy for the fact that “the German revolu-
tion of 1918 did not consummate the historical tasks of the bour-
geois-democratic revolution of 1848, want to save the so-called
“honour ” of so-called “democratic socialism,” to make it at any
rate appear as if their whole strategic plan had not proved bank-
rupt, to preserve the life of the Second International somehow or
other. By explaining the defeat of its leading party which had
compromised their tactics and strategy, by the specific conditions
prevailing in Germany, they wanted to keep the masses of other
countries under their leadérship to save the leaders and the system
which have proved bankrupt, to save and resurrect social
democracy.

“But all these attempts to explain the Patastrophe of the Ger-
‘man social democratic party are absolutely futile. It is, of course,
‘true that the revolution of 1918 did not consummate the bour-
geois-democratic revolutions of 1789 and 1848, and it is true that
social democracy, by crushing this revolution, established the
Weimar constitution on the basis of Junker landownership, pre-

L_,served the Junkers and the Hohenzollern officers, securing their
pensions. It is, of course, true that in 1918 social democracy ‘did
not take the path of socialist revolution, although' alt conditions
were present for it, but in alliance with thé Junkers and officers
smashed the socialist revolution which was beginning. But that
‘is by no means all.
In the last analysis the main point is" that since 1918
German social democracy has realised the dictatorship - of
the ~bourgeoisie in the form of - the Weimar republic,

‘to defend the Weimar “democracy.”

»masses would have come over to ‘the side of revolution.
'fasclsts, ‘unable” to seize power, would have collapsed.

. came to power in coalition with bourgeois parties.

which, under conditions of the general crisis of capital-
ism, in particular in such & country as Germany which suffered
defeat in the imperialist war, could not be anything else but the
reactionary dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.. . The point is that
‘while fighting against all really revolutionary forces: .in the
country, it granted complete freedom to the fascists; and- by
breaking up the revolutionary labour organisations ‘German gocial
democtacy: led the German proletariat under the yoke of fascist
dictatorship. . Without German social democracy. there would not
have been fascism in Germany. Without the direct help given by
social democracy, the bourgeoisie cannot set up fascist -dictator-
slnp, cannot rule the country.

4. If Social Dcmocracy in 1932 .

Three years ago Mueller who was then a “ Left ” soc1a1 democrat
of Breslau wrote a fantastic novel entitled If in 1918 We had .
that is. to say, how events would have developed if social demo—
cracy. had been a. revolutionary party in 1918.  We could now
draw a utopian picture of what might have happened if social
democracy in . July, 1932, had been willing to defend Welmar
“ democracy "—just. that and no more—if it had only been willing
At that time we proposed
to form a united front with social democracy for the declaration
of a _general strike. The working masses were in favour of a
general strike. | 'They were only awaltmg mstructlons from the
trade unions arld the social ‘democratic party. The social demo-

.eratic “workers hes1tated to answer thé call of the Commumsts
-and to act against ‘the social democx'a.cy 1f “social democracy had
. accepted the Commumst proposal of a united- front for a general

strike, if. it had only made use of.its State ‘apparatus for offering
resistance to the fascist coup in Prussia, then the fascists would
have been compelled to retreat The petty bourgeois and peasant
“The
The
symptoms of collapse in August, 1932, were very marked despite
the fact that Prussia was already in the hands of Papen’s com-

. missars. The Communists were ready for a struggle. The struggle

was frustrated by the social demodcrats. - In’'January, 1933, the
situation ‘was already less’ favourable, but-the social democrats

: Would none the less have been stronger than the’ fascists. ¥ the

social ‘democrats had supported:‘the January ' demonstration of
the Communists against fascism in Berlin, Hitler would not have
‘dared td sneak into power. If, even on January 30, 1933, social

'democracy had accepted the Communists” proposal of ‘a general

‘strike, had declared a general strike and not held the masses back
from a‘strike, had not frustrated the general strike, Hitler could
have been beaten by the united forces of the whole proletariat,

“despite the fact that time had been lost and that a nationalist

upheaval was already there.
How long the Wennar republic would have been maintained

 after sueh a strike would have depended only on the working

masses- themselves. The Communists would have continued Y.he
struggle. to win over the majority of the working class with still
greater energy. They would have shown the masses that the
only way out of the crisis lay in socialism, that the fascists could

_only finally be defeated by sefting up the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat. But such a militant, union against. Hitler would not yet
have meant, a soc1a11st revolution until the majority of the work-
ing class followed the - Conunumsts This would have been in its
way .a struggle against a “Kornilov revolt.” The German Com-

_munists .-would have fought together with the social democratic

workers against the gangs of Hitler and ‘the Steel Helmets, at the
same time exposing .the weakness, the vacillation of Braun and
Severmg, exposing . their attempts to come to terms with Hitler,

_ preparing to create those condmons under . which . the proletariat

could really take power into its own hands. .
But ‘German -social .democracy:held the  masses back from

- struggle, capitulating to-Hitler without a fight; it even welcomed

Hitler as a man of working:origin. German social democracy
itself destroyed the Welmar repubhc once and for all and com-
mitted suicide.

But this is happening not only in Germany.

In Spain; after the revolution of April, 1931, social democracy
Having come
to power, Spanish social democracy went wholly and completely
over to the counter-revolutionary path of German social demo-
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cracy.” The Spanish coalition government, basing -itself on the
old State -apparatus of the monarchy, on it§ Guardia Civil, police
and army, waged a struggle against the masses of -workers and
peasants who were fighting for bread, for social insurance, for
the ‘seven-hour working day for the workers and for land for the
peasants, -for the right of self-determination for the oppressed
nations. The feudal landlords, ‘monasteries and ehurches retained
their rights;: Remnants of feudalism, remnants of serfdom and
of the Middle Ages continue to exist. Not one revolutionary
measure has been put into effect. - Nothing has been done to
organise the resistance to the forces of counter-revolution.- But
the Communist Party is subjected to persecutions, its ‘press is
gagged. Revolutionary workers ‘and peasants are being persecuted.
And there is #Hothing surprising in the fact that, thanks to this
policy of sociél democracy, the masses ate turninig against it, that
at the recent elections Spamsh social democracy suffered a severe
defeat.

.. Spanish social democracy also criticises the policy pursued by
German social democracy, but it pursues this policy itself, for
social’ democracy cannot do otherwise, with whatever “Left”
phiases it may seek to hide itself. Spanish social democracy
wilf, just as the Gérman somal democracy, surrender power to the
fascists if the Spamsh Commumsts do not qulckly 1solate it from
the masses o

In Austna Otto Bauer :has frequently wrltten that Austnan
soc;al demoeracy in- 1918 could not pursue a policy for the ach;ev-
ing of socialism, because Austria is a small country and would
have -been, crushed at once by the intervention of the Powers if
it had tried to rise against capitalism, But Otto Bauer wants to
conceal the fact that.in: Austria.too—where he was in: power—
not only was nothing -dene for the setting up. of spcialism, .but
even- the tasks of the bourgeois-democratic . revolution. were not
thoroughly carried out, the influence of the. Junkers was not
destroyed nor that of the Habsburg officers. Otto Bauer, while
criticising -German social. democracy, wants te conceal the fact
that on December 1, 1929, he already had something.akin to the
Prussian- twentieth of -July, that Austrian social democracy, dis-
guising itself. in radical phrases, has retreated and is retreating
step by step to make way for -the fascist dictatorship, that ‘Aus-
trian social democracy is frustrating the struggle of the -Austrian
proletariat against incipient Austro-fascism, in just the same way
as this was done over a- period of many years by German social de-
mocracy. Otto Bauer forgets that only four years ago his friend
and . associate, another Austro-Marxist, Karl Renner, was trying
to - prove .that social democracy, learning a lesson from . Italy,
should try to collaborate with the fascists, renounce parliamentary
activity, fight to retain its jobs in the State apparatus. - Conse-
quently Karl Renner four years ago was already seeking theo-

_retical arguments for that shameful policy which Loebe and
Kuenstler pursued in the German Relchstag on May 17, 1933.
This must not be forgotten.

Austrian social democracy, thanks to this policy which it has
pursued, has grown considerably weaker during the last few years.
Nevertheless, it is still incomparably stronger to-day -than Aus-
trian fascism. If it wanted to make use of the strength of the
Austrian workers who follow it, the Austro-fascists would vanish
from the face of the earth. With antagonisms sharpened as they
now are not one general staff—and Bauer is always referring to
these staffs—would venture to interfere. Social democracy, by its
passivity, alienates the petty-bourgeois masses from the prole-
tariat. By its policy -of refusing to fight, it is demoralising the
proletariat. It is preparing for its complete capitulation to
fascism, for the surrender of both Vienna and Austria to the
fascists. By its whole pohcy it is preparing for the defeat of the
Austrian proletariat

Five-sixths of the Australian proletariat still follow Austrian
social democracy. The Austrlan workers are in favour of the
general strike; they want to fight. But they still believe that
somal democracy represents their organisation, which will call
upon them to fight when this is necessary. If social democracy
would call a general strike, the proletariat would be united in the
struggle against fascism, and would repulse the fascist offensive.
The Communists would be the first organisers of the struggle.
The Communists would not raise the question of immediately
setting up the dictatorship of the proletariat until the majority
of the working class were behind them.. For the time being they
would only carry on agitation for the dictatorship of the prole-

tariat, for Soviet power as the only salvation for the working ciass
of Austria“ from poverty, want and fascism. They would wage &
struggle for hegemony in the Austrian labour - movement,
prove that the only salvation, the only way out of poverty and
want, lies in’ the dictatorship of the proletariat.  Only after
winning over the masses would they undertake an armed uprising
for the setting up of Soviet power

But the Commumsts would ﬁght agamst fascxsm together with
the social democrats if the sdcial democrats were willing to ﬁght

"The Austrian Communists cannot yet successfully con-
duct a general strike agamst the " united front of social
democracy and the whole bourgeoisie since they cannot' get
the main sections of the prolétariat to follow them. But they set
themselves the task of showing the workers the way to fight against
fascism. They make it their task to organise the struggle which-
the social democrats do not want to wage. If social democracy
takes advantage of the relative weakness of the - Austrian Com-/
mumsts and surrenders power to the fascists, the respon51b111ty will
lie SOIely‘ on sdcial democracy for all those horrors which will fall’ to
the lot of the Austrian working class. The Communists will not
capitulate. They will fight on alone agamst fascism and war, for
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

" In Latvia and Esthonia fascist dxctatorshlp is being set up:
And here again, Just as in Austria, it is social democracy which
demdes the question whether there is to be a fascist dictatorship ot
not, ‘It, and’ it aloné, bears the responsiblhty for:the fate of the
Latvxan and Esthoruan Workmg c]ass m ‘the present concrete»
sttuation.

Without the direct help of.social democracy faémst dictatofship
would not have been set up in Germany, cannot be set up either in
Austna, in. Spam, in Latvia, ‘in Esthonia or'in any other country

In Czechoslovakia fascist dictatorship is rapidly bemg estab--
lished. In April, 1933, the secretariat of the E.C.C.I. had already
wtitten as follows to the Central Commlttee of the Comrﬁumst.
Party of Czechoslovakia —

L The _process’ “of the fasclsatxon of Czechoslovakia is* pro--

" ceeding in its own special way. "To speak at the present time of

a, Briiningiadé in Czechoslovakia, and all the more 59 of &

_ Briiningiade which is Just beginning, would mean to under-

estimate the seriousness of the present moment and the possi-

. bility of a. sudden attack and provocation’ agamst the ,Com-

-munist Party on the part of the present government and also-

to. underestimate the counter revolutionary ‘role of social

democracy. The main thing for Czech Communists . at the:
present time is to grasp the fact that the ‘Burg’ (Masaryk)
group represents the leadership of the Czech bourgeoisie which:
is trying to carry out the national concentration and fascisa-
tion of Czechoslovakia under the banner of the defence of

‘democracy’ and of a military so-called ‘defence’ of the Ver-

sailles system in alliance with fascist Poland, Yugoslavia and

~ Rumania under the leadershlp of France, ‘both against the:
proletarxan revolution and also against the fascist revisionist
plans of Germany. The wave of nationalism in Germany was
directed against the Weimar republic as the expression of Ger-
many’s enslavement to the victorious countries.” The symbol of
victory of Czech nationalism is the ‘Burg’; it represents the
main channel uniting nationalist téndencies which are arising
in the Czech people, and under conditions of a growing menace
to Czechoslovakia it will play this role to a still greater extent
than hitherto.”

-In this way, as we see, the fascisation of Czechoslovakia is being
accomplished up to the present moment. -Social democracy is here
playing a most active role as the force which ushers in fascism
under the banner of defending democracy.

Social democracy in Czechoslovakia is the initiator of the ex-
traordinary law, of plans to suppress the Communist organisations:
and the Communist Party. Czech fascism is being established by
Czechoslavakian soc1a1 democracy and by its coalition with the
bourgeois parties. But of course this process of fascisation will not
stop there. Tt is not absolutely necessary that Czechoslovaklan
social democracy will be removed as was the case with German
social demog¢racy. Its end may come somewhat differently and in &
less tragic form than was the case in ‘Germany. But in the last
analysis the consequences will be the same. Czechoslovakian social
democracy is killing itself as a party by doing away with “demo-
cracy ”’in the country. Czech social democracy is showing in prac-
tice that it is not only not a socialist party but not even a demo-~



634

International Press Correspondence

No. 25

cratic party in the old Masaryk sense of this word. It is a party
of the reactionary bourgeoisie, and together with it is establishing
fascist, dictatorship.

The success of fascism is the consequence of the fascisation
of soc1al democracy, the consequence of the fact that social demo-
cracy has become a social-fascist party, as we had already stated
at the Sixth Congress of Comintern.

If social democracy in 1918 had been a revolutionary Marxist
Party, Europe would have been socialist long ago.

If social democracy in 1933 had merely been a democra.tlc
party, Europe would not have become fascist.

The present crisis of social democracy is a crisis arising out
of its rapid fascisation, out of its capitulation to fascism.

5. The Peculiarities of the Present Crisis of

Social Democracy

The present crisis of social democracy is radlcally different
from its crisis. which began at the time of the imperialist war.

The Second International is disintegrating; on the interna-
tional scale it is disintegrating into national groups, and in the
various countries—into individual groups reflecting the degree of
fascisation of the.various strata of social democracy in a given
country. It is an expression of the fact that at the present time
social democracy. has turned traitor, not only as a revolu-
tionary party, but also as a reformist party, as a democratic
party. It is therefore perfectly correct at the present time. to
speak not only of the political defeat but of the 1deolog1ca.l ca.ta-
strephe of social democracy.

_This ideological catastrophe leads to the fact that the groups
1nto which social democracy has disintegrated criticise each other,
accuse each other, employing isolated scraps of thelr old ideo-
logical equipment.

In Germany there is now no social democratic- organisation.
German social democracy comprises the Prague group, which puts
forward the slogan of “revolution against Hitler, for the restora-
tion of democracy,” the Berlin group of Loebe-Kuenstler which
has adapted itself to the fascist regime in so far as it was per-
mitted to do so, the Paris group which adds a few radical phrases
to its social democratic ideological confusion, and, in addition to
these, dozens of small groups and writers who criticise their own
old 1deology, but are unable to rise to the level of Marxism, of
Communism, who have utterly lost their heads and by their ideo-
loglcal confusion - seriously hinder the struggle of the working
class. “Each of these groups by its methods is holding back the
masses ‘from going over to Communism.

In France the group of Renaudel-Déat, which is openly going
over, into the camp of bourgeois nationalism, the group of Blum,
which is striving to maintain the old positions, the “Action
Socialists’ ” group, which expresses the “Left” swing of the work-
ing masses. In England thiere are.the national labourites, the
labourites, the independent labourites; and in Austria and Switzer-
land there are the beginnings of disintegration, and there are two
parties in Holland. In almost every country there are already at
least three social democrafic parties and in each social democratic
party there are dozens of different viewpoints which are united
only by their common role as. main social support of the bour-
geoisie and by the struggle against the Comintern.

The Second International is attempting to unite formally this
chaos of nationalist parties, of confused groups, and groupings.
It advocates reconciliation between Blum and Renaudel (the last
session of the bureau of the Second International adopted a
decision on this point), between Wels and Seidewitz. It calmly
endures the resignation and return of Wels. It writes reselu-
tions in which all hopes are pinned on the miracle which is sup-
posed to take place in Geneva, where the collapsing League of
Nations and the bankrupt “Disarmament Conference” are sup-
pased to unite and disarm all the imperialists. This, indeed, is
tantamount to losing all sense of seriousness. This, indeed, means
not only losing their political line but their heads as well. And
this takes place because there was not any special policy of Ger-
man social democracy, because there was and is one common
policy’ of the whdle international soc¢ial democracy, because the
fate of German social democracy is 'shared by the social demo-
cratic parties of all countries. All of them are rallying together
in the counter-reveolutionary united front with the whole bour-
geoisie for the struggle against the proletarian united front; all

of them are pursuing the policy of weakening the proletariat; all
of them are sacial fasgists, parties which capitulate to fascism.

But what are the causes of .this crisis of social democracy?

The causesof the crisis of social democracy consist firstly in the
fact that the world is on the eve of a new round of imperialist
wars, the preparations for which have already led to a rabid out-
burst of nationalism. Therefore the Second International is col-
lapsing because the social democracy of each country is-going
over to the side of its bourgeoisie. Seeondly, present-day
social democracy could only exist in the bourgeois system of
government when parliamentarism existed. In view of that ex-
traordinary centralisation of State power it has already become
unnecessary in the direct apparatus of government in a number
of eountries. Thirdly, the growth of poverty and want among
the masses has led to social democracy losing its mass influence.
This is compelling it to comply still more quickly with the de-
mands of its bourgeoisie, to become fascised at a still more rapid
rate.

Every social democratic party contains several fractions
which reflect the ideological collapse of social democracy, but it
is the Rights who act. They are openly coming to fascism, openly
harnessing themselves to the chariot of nationalism. The
“Lefts” remain passive and can only chatier, holding back the
masses from going over to Communism. The Rights act and
organise; the “Lefts” write “Left” resolutions, and with their
radical phraseology, with their “Left” speeches about the dic-
tatorship of thé proletariat, plans about ‘the reforms-of social
democracy, etc., they try to keep the masses in the counter-revo-
lutionary united front with the bourgeoisie. This is the division
of labour, this'is the role of the “Lefts.”

In these circumstances of ‘the disintegration of social demo-
cracy the small groups of Trotsky, Brandler, etc., serve the bour-
geoisie for holding back the masses from going over to the Com-
munists;, for the purpose of subjecting the working class to the
dietatorship-of thé bourgeoisie. They try to carry out what is at
présent the most important and most difficult task for the bour-
géoisie—a task which the old social democracy has already lost
the power to fulfil. In addition to this they are the main -pur-
veyors of theoriés ‘and arguments against the U.S.S.R. and the
Comintern. ~And they are carrying out a third task which is also
of importance to the fascists—the 'pulverising of the labour move-
ment, the task of converting it into a conglomeration of sects and
groups. This is their role as an advanced detachment of the
counter-revolittionary bourgeoisie.- Thé Communist International,
which is fighting against social democracy, must at the same time
carry on a struggle for the desiruction of the groups of Trotsky-
ists-and Brandlerites, who are enceuraged by the fascists, against
the disintegration of the labour movement into small groups, a
struggle to unite it under the leadership of the Communists.

6. We Are Marching Towards Revolution . . .

The crisis of social democracy represents one of the most im-
portant component parts in the general crisis of the capitalist
system. In Germany the masses of the people do not want to live
under- Hitler’s jack-boot, nor do they want to return to Weimar
democracy. In Poland, Hungary, Italy, fascist dictatorship is ob-
viously weakening. - Austria is in the melting pot. In Latvia and
Esthonia a considerable part .of the population is looking for a
party capable of expelling the governing clique overnight, although
these masses are not yet prepared for proletarian revolution. In
Japan the will of the masses for revolution is breaking through the
system of rabid terror. Mighty revolutionary events may begin with
complete unexpectedness. It is therefore our duty to put on the
order of the day the question of struggle for Soviet power, of over-
throwing the power of the ruling :classes.

It is our duty to put forward everywhere the programme of
Soviet govérnment and to mobilise the masses around it, to make
them ready so that, knowing our aims, they may be able, given a
suitabléscorrelation of forces, when a revolutionary situation is ripe,
to take power into their own hands. There is not yet a revolution-
ary situation in any one of the decisive imperialist countries, but
such a situation may mature ina very short timé. The present,
stage is no longer a %tage of peaceful development For the
majority of countries the present stage is no longer a period in
which it is simply necessary to expose social democracy. The
present stage in ‘Germany, in Austria, is no longer simply a period
of struggle to win over the majority of the working class, but
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a period of the formation of a revolutionary army for decisive class
battles for power, a period of the mobilisation of such cadres as dare
prepared to make any sacrifice in order to destroy the existing
regime, in order to lead the proletariat to victory. What does this
mean? Spontaneous pressure, spontaneous unrest is to be observed
among the masses, although it is not yet breaking out openly to the
surface. The Communists do not always make use of this spon-
taneous unrest, do not always give direction to it. The Communists
are not always on the alert when discontent passes beyond the
confines of economic demands, when 1t is directed against the State
as a whole.

We must be more sensitive to this spontaneous pressure, this
spontanecus unrest among the masses.

In Germany the masses are trying to find in what way, to what
extent and in ‘what forms it is possible to combat the fascist dicta-
torship. - All that is needed is the beginning of some large strike or
demonstration, and the way will be open for the dlscontent of the
masses to burst forth.

Therefore,in conjunction with the slogan of struggle for power,
we: ought to put on'the order of the day the slogan of the general
strike, of a ‘genetal strike organised and carried through by the
Communists, and for which it is essential to mobilise the masses by
developmg economic strikes.
> In Austria the slogan of the genera] ‘political strike was put
forward by the social democrats under mass pressure, but the social
dethocrats are more afraid of tevolution than of fascism. The Com-
munists must exert all their efforts towards 'giving shape to the
spontaneous ‘pressure of the masses, who demand such a strike.
The Communists must be the chief agitators for the general strike.
This applies in the same degree to Latvia. And it applies in just
the same degree to all other countries which -are under the threat of
the setting up of fascist dictatorship.

In Poland, while there has been a large strike movement this
year, there have been fewer political strikes, but this ought not by
any means to signify, and it does not signify, that the resolution of
the Twelfth Plenum on a general strike int Poland can be forgotten.

In Czechoslovakia, under the social democratic coalition
government, theré have been a number of good political strikes
directed against the State. They can and ought to take place again.
The development of events of the last few weeks in Czechoslovakia
permits us to hope that there will be a growth in‘the polltlcal strike
movement in Czechoslovakia.

Amenca, Engla.nd and France, of course, still remain countries
where the strikes are mamly economic, but here, t00, it is necessary
to, raxse’ the strike movemert from the level of the economic strike
to that of the political- strike. America in particular may soon be

confronted’ with Iarge political stnkes The Amencan Party ought
now-to direct the unrest of the masseés’in-this direction.

What slogans can how be put forward for the mass political
strike? -These slogans ought to rouse the masses for the struggle
for power, to lead the masses from defence-to attack In Austria,
Latvia, Czechoslovakia, everywhere where fascismi is advancmg, the
political strike sets itself the task of defendmg the elementary
rxghts of the workers, of fighting against the realisation of fascist
dictatorship, of fighting against the present government whlch is
realising fascism.

In Germany the followmg slogans may S put forward for the
political strike: freedom to elect factory ‘committees, release of all
arrested persons, removal of the Storm Troops from the working-
class districts, overthrow of the fascist dxctatorshlp, setting up of
Soviet power.

But in the formation of the revolutionary army the most im-
portant point is the tactic of the united front. Basing itself on the
spontaneous unrest of the masses, the Communist Party must ap-
peal to the social democratic and non-Party workers, not letting the
movement out of its hands for an instant. The Communists must
explain that the way to fascism can be barred by vigorous joint
action of all workers under the leadership of the Communist Party.
They must explain that if social democracy did not fight against
fascism in Germany, this has nothing to do with the split in the
labour movement. The blame for the fascists coming to power in
Germany, as in any other country, lies solely on the social demo-
crats. The splitters are the social democrats, who formed a
counter-revolutionary united front with the bourgeoisie. Always,
at any moment, a.revolutionary united front for struggle against
the bourgeoisie, for struggle against fascism, could be formed, if
social democracy would be willing to fight against fascism. It will

-

be formed against the will of social democracy when the workers
become convmced that social democracy is betraying them to the
fascists.

There is nothing worse than not to understand this.

A positive feature in the tactics of the united front in Germany
has-always been that the German comrades always told the social
democratic workers the truth about their party and always correctly
indicated the way which they ought to go. And it is perfectly
correct when they now say that the most important thing is, not to
permit the re-establishment of social democratic leadership in the
labour organisations, above all in the trade unions, not to permit
the labour organisation to be utlhsed for holding back the worklng
masses for struggle.

The negative feature in the tactics of Guttmann in Czecho-
slovakia was that Guttmann advocated unity for unity’s sake, that
he was not guided by the task of forming a revolutionary army to
fight for the political aims of our Party, for the struggle for power,
but called upon his comrades to adapt themselves to the backward
tendencies and views of the social democratic workers:

Therefore the tactics of the united front of Thaelmann were
revolunonary, while the tactics of the united front of Guttma,nn
were opportumst liquidationist.

InaSmuch as Guttmannism, if we may so express ourselves, has
penetrated in ‘certain sections of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia, it has, of course, wrought great harm in this’ Party, hut
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia is sufficiently strong, has
sufﬁmently strong cadres and sufficiently strong connections with
the masses to amend the mistakes under the leadership of Comrade
Gottwald and to march forward to new victories,

7. The German Question and the Communist

Internatxon al

Three great questions at present form the touchstone of the
revolutionary maturity and class-consc;ousness of every Commun-
ist Party, of every Communist, of every revolutionary. Firstly,
the question of the U.S.S.R., the understanding of the role and
significance of the U.S.S.R. for the international proletarian revo-
lution, the understanding of the policy of the U.S.S.R., the under-
standing of the fact that the U.S.S.R.-is'a model for the trans-
formation -of all countries. He who does not devote all his
strength to the defence of the U.S.S.R. is no revolutionary, he is
a counter-revolutionary, an opponent-of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, an opponent of the Socialist revolution. Secondly,
the question of the attitude to the Chinese revelution and the
Chinese Soviet Republic. He who does not devote all his strength
and organisational -abilities to the defence of the Chinese revolu:
tion and the Chinese Soviet Republic is breaking up-the interna-
tional union of Communists, is not fighting for the union of the
proletariat of imperialist countries with the toiling peoples in the
colonies and semi-colonies, is not thinking seribusly about the
dictatorship of “the proletariat,- about the Soviet power in his
own country. Thirdly, the question of the attitude té the Ger-
man revolution, the understanding of its problems and of the
struggle of the German proletariat: - He who does not understand
the .German question does not understand the paths of’ develop-
ment of the proletarian revolution:in Eurcope. He who does not
devote all his powers to the support of the German proletariat’is
not fighting for the proletarian revolution ‘in Europe, because the
victory of the German proletariat would mean-the victory -of the
proletarian revolution throughout the whole of Europe, and the
defeat of the German proletariat would retard the development of
the proletarian revolution in other European eountries,

Germany was and remains the weakest link in ~the chain of
imperialist States. Germany is a country in which class contra-
dictions are most accentuated. Germany is a country in which
all the contradictions of the capitalist world are intertwined it
the sharpest form. And, besides this, Germany is the heart of
capitalist Europe, a country which is economically andrpohtlcally
interwoven with all the capitalist countries of Euroge.” That is
why the proletarian revolution is nearer in Germany than in any
other country. And the victory of the proletariat in Germany
means the victory of the proletarian revolution throughout - all
Europe, since capitalist Europe ‘cannot exist if it loses its heart.
It is therefore clear that Gierman questions are the fundamental
questions on the eve of the second round of wars and revolutions.
And this places upon all Communist Parties, upon all Commun-
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ists, a supreme responsibility for the fate of the German revolu-
tion.

The success of fascism in Germany was a great touchsbone,
a test of how each Party and each Communist understood the
international situation and the course of development of the revo-
lutionary process. This test showed us our strength.and also, of
course, the rotten elements which still, unfortunately, exist in our
ranks.

We must, above all, note with great pleasure that our young
Spanish Communist Party and its central organ, Mundo Obrero,
itself in the fire of revolution, has from the very start correctly
appraised the situation in Germany, the significance of German
events, and has been able to develop a great campaign of inter-
national proletarian solidarity with the German proletariat. The
Polish Communist Party likewise launched a vigorous campaign
of solidarity while itself fighting under, the yoke of fascism.

The Austrian, Belgian, Danish, Dutch, and a number of other
small parties developed a mass movement and carned on.work of
enhghtenment among the masses quite energetically, in _propor-
tion to their strength..  The Communist. Parties of the United
States, France, and Czechoslovakia showed themselves - much
weaker—that is, in proportion to their strength—on the guestion
of supporting the German proletariat. ‘"The American comrades
for a con51derable time dld not devote serious attention to this
questmn or explain the meaning of the events in Germany to the
masses. The English Communist Party, after a certain inertia
in the first days when ‘it ev1dently underestimated the necessity
of a struggle ‘against fascism, later on was able to develop a
seriou$ and uninterrUpted campaxgn and to’ take up a clear poli-
tical line. In Czechoslovakia the anti-fascist campaign of solid-
arity, which did not begin badly, was greatly weakened, thanks
to the opportunism of the Guttmann group, which controlled the
Party press, with the “ultra-‘Left,” historically -“Left’” Comrade
Reimann. (Laughter.) (PIATN;TSKY: “Ultra~ Left’” in inverted
commas) ) o L )

'I‘hey had some “hlstoncal nghts ” I think we may say with
equal Justxce that they have some "¢ h1stor1ca1 Lefts” who in
reality are nghts (Laughter.) -

The same apphes to France, where- Trotskylst views were nfe
in the Party during March and -April to the effect that the C.P.G.
had -eapitulated, where the, Ca,hiers de Bolchevisme bu51ed xtself
more with huntmg out the “ mlstakes ” of the . CP.G. than with
exposing the treacherous: role played by social . democracy in the
victory . of fascism.in Germany, than in moblhsmg the -masses
agamst .German fascxsm :

But comrad% if. we may pomt to a- number of ‘successes
achxeved by: our parties in this sphere, and:which show the growth
of a real internationalism, nevertheless even in those places where
our campaign of suppert-of the.German revolution and our: work
of explaining the meaning of the German events was conducted
best of all, we must consider it far from satisfactory. In particular
our campaign of support and defence of the- German: proletariat
in eonnection with the trial of Dimitrov, Torgler, Popov and Tanev
was far from adequate. If we compare this mass campaign which
we have just -now developed with the campaign which was devel-
oped by the international proletariat in connection with the. Sacco
and Vanzetti  case, then we must admit that that. campaign was
more widespread than the present one. We have not yet been able
to rise to .this level although the political importance of the
Leipzig -trial is much greater than that of Sacco and Vanzetti. At
that time we were at the very beginning of the revolutionary up-
surge. Now we are on the eve of the second round of wars and
revolutions. OQur mass movement against fascist terror can become
the starting pomt for mighty political actions and movements of
the working class.

8. The Struggle Against * Left” Social
Democracy and the Right Deviations
in the Communist Parties

And here, comrades, I must ask what were the.grounds for,
what was the meaning of-the attitude adopted by Guttmann, who
directly sabotaged the printing and popularisation of the resolu-
tion of the E.C.C.I. on the situation in Germany, and also what
were-the grounds for the theses of Comrade Reimann’s opportunist
colleagues from the editorial staff of the Cahiers de Bolchevisme?

These comrades lost the revolutionary perspective, succumbed

.to the influence of social democracy, in particular to the. influence

of the Brandlerists and Trotskyists, who are waging a furious cam-
paign against the Comintern and the C.P.G.

At the time when the capitulation. of social democracy to Hitler
in Germany was evoking indignation among the working masses of
other countries, when the workers who were indignant at the con-
duct of the German social democrats were threatening to go over
to the Communists, social democracy initiated a big manceuvre
against the U.S.S.R. and the Comintern so as to discredit them in
the eyes of the toiling masses. The Czechoslovakian social demo-
crats declared that the U.S.S.R. had deceived the hopes of German
proletarians by not starting a war against fascism. . This obviously
provocational campaign, however, did not have much success.

Then a campaign was started to the effect that the U.S.S.R.
was betraying the cause of the working class -by maintaining
noermal diplomatic relations with Germany., _But that language of
power in which the U.S.S.R. talked to Germany compelled this
campaign to cease.

.. For us Communists it is.no dxshonour 1f the largest and most
arrogant capitalist country, the  United States, recognises,, the
U.S.S.R. after -sixteen years in order to strengthen the cause of
peace and its own position. For us Communists it is no.dishonour
if Mussolini invites Litvinov.to come to Rome. The U.S.S.R. speaks
to all of them in a language of power. For us Communists it is a
supreme acknowledgment-when our bitterest enemies are compelled
to negotiate with the U.S.S.R. if they-are compelled te reckon with
the power of the US.S.R., with the power of the dlctatorshlp of the
proletariat.

- It is now no longer fitting to ta.lk su'lply of a contrast it now
behoves us-to talk of the preponderance of the U.S.S.R. over any
imperialist state individually and over whole groups-of imperialist
countries. When the campaign against the; U.S.S.R. collapsed, the
social demoerats put forward the slogan. of boycotting German
goods. . Several papers at that time reported incorrectly that the
Communists were not taking parf in the boycott because, :they
alleged, the boycott was in conflict with the economic interests of
the U.S.S.R. The U.S.S.R. has no interests which are .different
from the interests of the world revolution, and the international
proletariat naturally has no interests which are dlﬁerent from
these of the Soviet Union.

But what good could the boycott brmg to the proletamat of
Germany and the German revolution? An, aceentuatlon ‘of
economic war in the interests. of competmg groupe of . capitalism.
Can a boycott undermine ‘the existence of .a capitalist country?
Qbviously not. Why. should we take pa.rt in such a boycott for the
conduct of -which the social demaocrats.themselves undertake noth-
ing, which the socml democrats wa.nted to foist.upon the Com-
munists, which_ Was aimless and doomed to failure?

The most coherent argument produced by the Austnan social
democrats in their reports about the boycott was that Austrian
social democracy ought to boycott .Germany because the Germany
of Hitler was preventing tourists from comme to Austria. What
significance has this for the interests of the international labour
movement? For the proprietors of Austrian hotels—yes, but for the
international labour movement, hardly. If it is a question of the
real interests of the German revolution, if the boycott will con-
stitute a real support for the revolutionary movement in Germany,
for the struggle to overthrow Hitler, if there will be a real mass
movement for the boycott, if there will be a mass movement in
Germany itself, then it is the Communists who will organise such
a boycott.

. Powerless in their bankruptcy and in their rage against the
Communist International and against the U.S.S.R., the Brandler-
ists and Trotskyists have begun to say that it is not only the
German social democratic party that has gone bankrupt, that the
German Communist Party is bankrupt, too. In order to conceal
the bankruptcy of the S.P.G., they are trying to show that both
parties are bankrupt. These cowards and scoundrels have begun to
demand that the C.P.G. should have commenced an uprising at the
moment when Hitler came to power. The aim of this mancetivre
was obvious—to discredit the only party which is capable of or-
ganising the masses for revolution, of leading the masses to revolu-
tion. The most “Left” of them, for example, Fenner Brockway, at
the time when the C.P.G. was already evoking the admiration of
everybody by its heroism—at the * international ” conference of the
renegade groups—introduced their own formula to the effect that

-
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“not only has the policy of social democracy proved bankrupt in
Germany, but the C.P.G. is also responsible for the German
catastrophe; although it has proved revolutionary and sound in the
main, yet its collapse is to be explained by incorrect tactics.”

It may well be asked if Guttmann did not accept this “ Left”
thesis when he declared that “certain weaknesses of the CP.G. in
adopting the united front fac111tated the victory of Hitler,” that “if
we do not acknowledge the mistakes of the C.P.G., then we must
necessarily take the.view that the fascist dictatorship was in-
evitable.” Did not these “ Lefts” present a list of the “ mistakes”
of th'e,C.P'.G. to the“editors of the Cahiers de Bolchevisme? Did
not these “Lefts” give the arch-sphinx, Comrade Humbert-Droz,
his argument that by its answer to the appeal of the Second
International the Comintern began a new tactic on:the question of
the umted front?: :

These people, together | thh the Remmele-Neumann group,
made common cause with *“ Left ” soc1a1 democracy They lost their
heads at the decisive moment and became the mouth-piece .of the
soclal democ‘rats became liquidators in regard to thelr own party

o It is therefore necessary above all to take a clear stand in
regard to sociali.democracy..and first and: foremost in regard to

“ Lett » soeial democracy, ‘this most dangertms foe of Cemmunism.

In the electrons at- Geneva,- after the great pohtlcal events of
last year, the:isocial democrats won: a great. victory and:-the Com-
munists suffered: defeat. "The: wOrkers say: trulys how can we vote
for the Comtmmlsts when We cannot see the’ dlﬁerence between
Commumsts and social democra.ts In. Geneva the soc1a1 democrats
are the “Lefts ” a’nd the Commumsts the nghts But the Left »
social democrat N1cole in Geneva Iormed a. blec with: the ‘bour-
geais parties, formed a.coalition government and got into power.
In the name of this: ¢oalition government he is now* ‘procleiming
“workers’ and- 'peasants democracy ? in Geneva proclalmlng
Geneva to be a soc1alist republic. Tt is said that several Commun-

ts are., attracted, by this and’ welcome the government ‘of Nwole,

But Nicple has more than, once- used “ Left” phrases and then more
than-once “gone to Canossa ” to capitulate to the Rights.: We
have no:reason whatever for trustmg’ the-“ ultra-Left ” Nicole.  We
must present him' with démands; expose him say already now that
Nlcol‘e isin alhance With the bourgeoxsle, that he will not go agalnst
the bourgeorsle but W1II go together ‘with. th.e bourgeo1sre against the
workers We m.ust 1mbue the masses with the consciousness that
the proletariati.cannot come to peower: otherwise¢ than by over-
throwlng the bourge0151e and smashlng 1ts State machme

We must say that. there is no essentlal dIﬁerence between the
“Left” soc,xal demeocrats .and the Right; bourgeois parties. ~If the
nghts shoot down hundreds and thousands of.-workers and boast
of it, the “ Left.” social democrats of the type of Nicple shoot down
scores. of them and will weep:. “This is-what I, a democrat and
pacifist, have been brought to by the- Commumsts ” This is the
only difference,-comrades.

There are not, and cannot be, any Lefts except in our Party
We are the only Lefts. Either in our ranks or fight against us!—
there: is no other way. We must conduct the most ruthless fight
against the “ Lefts” because they represent the bourgeo1s1es last
line of trenches.

In order that our line in regard to social democracy may be
clear, a determined struggle is necessary against opportunism i m our
own ranks,

The Remmele-Neumann group came forward under a “Left”
disguise, Guttmann under a Right. ‘But both the one and the other
are the mouth-piece of social democracy The, fact that social
democracy is going through a profound crisis only shows that a still
sharper struggle is necessary against it, against all its groups and
at'the same time a struggle on two fronts in our own ranks. Only
in this way wiil we be able to carry out those supreme tasks which
confront us. : R feo .

The most important task for all Parties now, but especially for
the German, Czechoslovakian and Austrian Parties, is to ensure
political leadership over the masses, to react in good time to events
to give out pohtrcal slogans at the right time. .

The second most important task is to be able to combine
illegal work with a truly mass character of this work.

~ The third task is to ensure real continuity in the work of each

Party organisatwn beginning with the nucleus and ending with the
Central Committee, so that we may not permit events to slip by us,
so that we may react to all events.

The fourth most important task is proletarian 1nternat10nahsm
not in words but in deeds.

"And in the combination of all these tasks the best hv1ng
example for the moment was, and remains out of all illegal parties
the Communist Party of Poland, _this oldest mass illegal party.

* * * P .

) Our tasks are hard, but our aims are great and clear. Our
path is correct We can say this to-day with more- grounds than
at any other fime. Only think what would have happened if
the Bolsheviks had not combated opportunism in the Second In-
ternatlonal thirty years ‘ago, if the Communist Internatmnal had
not beéen founded fifteen years ago, if the Soviet Uition ‘did not
exist. Then the European labour movement would’ Have been
smashed torn to p1eces ‘by nationalism. Fascxstn would have
celebrated its victory. _The working ¢lass, betrayed by soclal
democracy, Would have been W1thout prospects for the future,
without leadershlp . L c C

“:Now there i§ 1o powei- whlch can smash us. The fate of the
worid Jabour -movément in the last analysis lies’ in‘ our hands.
Social democracy 1is ‘orientatifig-the ‘masse§ towards an epoch of
fascism; we -dre proving ‘that a new: ‘round of ‘revolutions and
wars’ lie ahead. Whether ‘révélution will” forestall 'war, we do
not know. But war, too, is ‘thable:to térrify us, ‘for after it ‘comes
revolution.: “Phe U.S'S.R: has' grown- ifito the mightiest power 'in’
world: politiés. ‘Soeiglism has ‘been made a reality ‘on one-sixth’
part of the earth’s surface. 'The’ Chinese ‘Soviet Republic'is grow-
ing. - We:will leave this Plenum with :the slogan of struggle for
SOWet pcwer throughout the whole world.

+.
; Wha.t 1s now demanded above -all, of . every Commumst is one
thmg—the will for the struggle for power.. :

. The will to power means a stubborn, hard self—sacrlﬁcmg
struggle Yo win OVer ‘the maJonty of the Working class, to form a
revolutwnary army of utterly ‘devotéd ﬁghters for ‘Communism.

B 'l‘he will to' power means stubborn work 1h defending the daily
mterests of the working class in the factories, the enterprisos
the trade unions, the labour exchanges ’

<. The mll to power means a hard and stubborn struggle to win
the ‘allies .of *the proletariat: for the revolution, to win over the
peasant masses; the masses of the petty bourgeoisie in the towns
who have been ruined by the crisis, for he who does not think of
allies is not facing the question of power. seriously, is not thinkmg
seriously about the dictatorship of the proletariat.

‘The will to. power means a struggle agamst war and fascism
for the defence of the U.S.S.R. and of the Chinese Sovrets, for the
defence of the German proletariat.

I recall the ancient Russian saga about Nikula Selyamnovrch
who possessed tremendous strength, but could not find a pulley.

“If T could find a pulley,” he said, “ I would lift up the whole
earth.”

We have found this pulley
" This pulley 'is work among the masses. -

Our strength is tremendous, and if we apply this strength to
mass work,. if we: overcome our weaknesses, really get to work in
the factories and plants and trade unions, then, despite the whole
world - bourgeoisie, despite fascism, we will overturn the whole
world and assure the.complete victory of the proleta.nat (Pro-
longed applause.)
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Comrade Arifin {Indonesia)

In spite of many weaknesses in organisation and execution, the
heroic struggle of the naval workers in Surabaya and of the sailors
of the “Seven Provinces” is of tremendous importance for the
further development of the revolutionary class struggle in Holand
and Indonesia. Here, for the first time in the history of the revolu-
tionary struggle of the toiling masses of Holland and Indonesia,
white and coloured workers have fought side by side with energy
against their common exploiters and oppressors, against the lower-
ing of their standard of living experienced in common. The bloody
action: -of the imperialist bourgeoisie has still further accentuated
the discontent and indignation of the workers.

In the army too—in which, as a result of perpetual cuts in
pay, discontent has been noticeable lately (breaches of discipline,
desertions, distribution of leaflets, etc.)—a feeling of solidarity with
the revolutionary naval workers and sailors has prevailed. In some
barracks in Batavia the soldiers pasted up a poster inscribed “Long
live the fleet, follow the example of the ‘ Seven Provinces’!” Our
weakness, however, lay in the fact that this movement was inade-
quately prepared not only among the soldiers and sailors but also
among the’ to11}ng masses, and that no detérmined revolutionary
leadership was available. For this reason the central task of the
Indones1an Communists with the help of the Comintern is to
accomplish as rapidly as possible the political and organisational
strengthening of the illegal Communist, Party of Indonesia.

A month before the demonstrations and refusals to go.on duty
took place in the fleet, the reformist executive of the seamen’s
union instructed their representatives in Surabaya by telephone to
preveént “illegal actions” on the part of the naval crews. The
social-democratic leaders declared in the Dutch parliament and in
the “National Council” that “no government can tolerate
mutinies,” and that “ if the worst comes to the worst, force may be
used! 7 The social-democratic leaders and the reformxst leadership
of the umon attempted by every means to prevent and to sabotage
the revolutionary united front of the Dutch and Indonesian crews,
and -by- employing democratic phraseology to uphold the rule of
imperialism. In spite of it all, the sailors of the “Seven Provinces ”
est.ablxshed the united front and mutinied, and. great masses of the
naval workers refused duty beforehand.

Ever since the-mass strike of the ra,xlwa,y workers in- Java in
1923 all strikes have in practice been prohibited, and workers: who
go on strike may be sentenced to six years’ penal servitude. On
this is based the “favourite” argument of the national-reformist
heroes that strikes are totally impossible in Inddnesia. Never-
theless there have been strikes this year; nﬁmely, in certain
rubber plantations in the Province of. Batavxa and Malang (Java),
and also in cerfain prmtmg works in Madium and Batavia. In one
case the struggle of the Indonesxan waorkers was. directed ‘against
Indon951an employers “The “ Commitbees for the Defence of the
Interests of the Toﬂmg Populatlon,” formed at the beglnmng of
themselves, 'arranged mass demonstrations: of protest against the
disgraceful treatment on the part of the employers.of the workers
in the above-men$ioned undertakings. :The first success achieved
by these strikes and mass actions was ‘that the cuts in wages and

raids on' the workers’ promdent fu.nds pianned by tahe employers
were abandoned.

Another sxgn of the revolutlonarv mood of the workers and
toiling masses of the peasants was provided by the hunger marches
frequently occurring this- year in various districts of Indonesia.
Peasant revolts are on the increase. They are expressed in the
mass refusal to pay taxes and violent resistance to the agents of
imperialism.

The “ committees for the defence of the interests of the toiling
peasant population” already mentioned, embracing, as united-
front committees, all workers irrespective of party or religion, first
came into existence this year. They have spread rapidly all over
Java, and they also instigated solidarity actions on the occasion of
the conflict that broke out recently between the workers and the
management of the “Nederlandsch-Indische Spoorwegmaatschap-
pij ? (railway company), known for short as “ N.I.S.”

Among the toiling youth, too, an accelerated radicalisation is
to be observed this year. In many parts of North and West
Sumatra young workers organised illegal meetings in the ‘forests
and thus broke through the law prohibiting assembly; they
organised demonstrations of protest against exploitation and

oppressive measures and in this way bore the toiling masses in
town and country along with them into the struggle.

One indication of the radicalisation proceeding at increased
tempo among the toiling masses is the more or less radical tone of
the nationalist press and the constant appearance of new opposi-
tional newspapers issued by various nationalist parties or group-
ings ‘calling themselves “ independent.”

The economic and agrarian crisis in Indonesia has this year
become incomparably more profound and more acute. A repre-
sentative of colonial capital, Dr. Feuillant de Bruyn, has written
ﬁhat the . exports of Indonesia amounted last year to only 574
million” gulden, while in- 1928 they amounted to 1,509 millions,
representing in 1932'a drop of 63.9 per cent. compared with 1928.
The average fall in the price of colonial export products amounted
from 1928 to September of this year to no less than: 63.29 per cent.
In addition, de Bruyn establishes that wages in agricultural con-
cerns have fallen frequently by 60 to 70 per cent, and among
officials and office workers by 30 to 40 per cent. Another repre-
sentative of colonial capital, Mr. de J. Hulshoff Pol, declared .that
the index of the standard of living in Indonesia (1928 equalling
100) has fallen now to roughly 44. In Indonesia Dutch 1mper1a.hsm
is on the verge of State bankruptcy. -

In this situation the poliey of Dutch lmperialism is assuming
more and more brutal forms. The hurden -of debt, which should be
paid off in money, has to be worked off by the debtors, that is the
toiling- masses. ~This' means that the imperialist government
intends to introduce forced and slave labour openly and to the
fullest extent. The. toiling masses are being robbed of every liberty
of movement. . Even for the treacherous national-reformist parties
the liberty of the bress, of association and of assembly is being
sharply restricted’ and ‘workers, clerks and officials” employed in
State undertakings or undertakings subsidised'’ by the State are
forbidden to become membérs of these parties.

Two tendencies: can: now be -‘clearly: established in “the
nationalist movement in Indenesia: the formation. of an openly
reactionary rlght-wmg bloc, and a “left ” orientation. -

' The nationalists of the Right show now again, as in the years
1926-7, their betrayal of the anti-imperialist movement. They are
capitulating to the impenahsts more and more openly. They are
propagating it every possible way:theé liquidation of all resistance,
ard the rejection of the slogan of the immediate independencesof
Indonesia. Alarmed by the approaching:revolutionary storm; they.
are more and more preaching class-peace: and class-harmony. ..In
the eyes of the Indonesmn bourgemsw the ﬂammg image of the—
to them so alarmmgly——mvmmble Soviet Revolutlon in China is
shining ‘more and: more vividly‘ia Revolu’cion that is’ finding a
tremendous echo-among the toiling massesof Indonesia and of ‘all
Asja.. That is why the:Indonesian possessing:and.feudal ¢lasses
are pursuing openly-a policy of co-operation with imperiglism, . -+

In these approaching collisions between counber-revolutlonary
and anti-imperialist: forces, the “left” mnationalists, who represent
essentially the~ interests of the Indonesian petty’ bourgemsxe now
being pressed from both ‘sides; are attempting by means’ of still
more “left”’ phrasés and’ manceuvres to: prevent- the workers and
poor peasants turning away from them. In fact, however, théy are
making not the slightest effort to organise and lead the workers
and poor peasants for the revolutionary struggle.” They mask their
treachery with the, marvellous theory. that the toiling masses of
Indonesia have no. revolutlonary mentahty, that they are frightened
of an eneérgetic struggle In practice then these “left ” nationalist
heroes are carrymg on the same liquidatory policy. of capitulation
as their colleagues of the nght They are worthy allies of the
Dutch social democrats & la Fimmen and Co.

- The policy of Dutch social democracy is, as regards. Indonesia
as well, that:ef the most disgraceful betrayal of the workers and
support of Dutch imperialism. They fear the loss of Indonesia no
less than their bourgeoisie, and therefore renew their offers of ser-
vice just at this time, when the danger of an imperialist war in
the Pacific is more acute than ever before and simultaneously the
waves of revolution are again rising higher. That, of course, is
nothing new. The entire policy of the Second International in
relation to the independierice movements of the colonial peoples
has for the last thirty years been nothmg other than an uninter-
rupted chain of ‘the basest treachery  towards Revolutionary.
Marxism. The social-imperialist leaders are constantly trying to
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denounce Indonesian revolutionaries by representing their revolu-
tionary activity as “Communist” and “directed straight from
Moscow.” In the main, however, they direct the fury of their
incitement to pogroms against the Indonesian Communists, who,
in the most profound illegality, and in spite of the most bitter
persecution and terror on the part of the imperialists and their
agents,; are winning, owing to their courageous, untiring and per-
sistent revolutionary activity, more and more influence and con-
fidence among the broad masses of the toiling masses in town and
country. The Dutch social democracy and_the ILF.T.U. recently
established a running press service for combatting the Com-
munists, and..the social democrat Stokvis founded a daily paper
that represents avowedly “a liberal point of view "—that is to say,
defends the rule of Dutch imperialism. A role similar to that of
social democracy is being played too by the renegade Sneevliet,
who has sunk into the Trotskyist counter-revolutionary bog. -

In spite of this intensified general attack on the part of the
imperialist bourgeoisie and their -social-democratic, Trotskyist and
national-reformist agents, the revolutionary forces in Indonesia
are growing at an increased rate and our influence over the
workers and thé masses of the poor peasants is spreading irre-
sistibly. This is mamly the result of the fact that we are working
boldly and untiringly in & proper revolutionary manner to carry
out as rapidly as possible the tasks before us.

‘Of the greatest importance for the extensioh of our 1nﬁuence
is, too, the specially strengthened Leninist attitude adopted after
the Twelfth Plenum and the last Party conference of the C.P. of
Holland- by our Dutch brother Party as regards the questlon of
Indone51as movement for independence. * The solidarity cam-
palgns for-the revolutionary movement among the naval workers
and sailors; the last election campaign in Holland, fought by the
C.P.H. under the banner of the revolutionary united front of the
Dutch proletariat and the masses of the Indonésian workdrs and
pea:sants‘ and ‘enabling a 'member of the suppressed: C. P. of ‘Indo-
nesia to make use of a seat in the Dutch parliament for agitation
in ‘theiinterests’ of the work of our -illega} Party; the regular and
correct’ reactiofy to-every terforist “action” of imperialism in Indo-
nesia; - the persistent Pointing to the iron neéessity for ‘the close
revolutionary- cé-operation:of : the Duteh revolutionary proletarftit
w1th the toﬂmg masses of Indonesm—all thls has evoked a power-

ful echo among the masses of the .workers and peasants in Indo-
nesia and has contributed not a little to the extension and firm
establishment of the influence of the Comintern.

The weakness of the work of our Dutch brother Party is,
among other things, that the campaign for the release of the
sailors-sentenced to penal servitude for from six to eighteen years
(the 19 Indonesian sailors already sentenced have received alto-
gether 210 years’ penal servitude), as well as the campaign for the
immediate abolition of the notorious exile camp Digul, where
thousands of our best comrades are still imprisoned, is not being
carried on vigorously enough. It is the revolutionary task not only
of the C.P.H,, but also in my opinion of the entire International,
to release a mlghty wave of protest against the infamous verdict
of the Dutch court-martial and against the murderous banishments
on the part of Dutch imperialism.

It is our task, besides the consolidation of the present results
and the continuation and strengthening of our work up till now,
to realise with the least delay the political and organisational con-
sohdatlon and strengthening of the C.P.I, to organise energetically
the training of Bolshevik cadres, to perform persevering and bold
work in the existing reformist trade unions and nationalist mass
orgamsatmns and to found new trades unions and mass
organisations.. It is further our task to develop a broad anti-
imperialist front for the liberation of the toiling magses from the
influence of national reformism and social democracy, to work
persevermgly and undauntedly, to set about the ideological and
orgamsatlonal ‘preparation of mass strikes, to give far-reaching
support to the revolutionary movement among the peasantry for
refusal of payment of taxes, rent and other debts, in order t0 popu-
larise as wxdely as possible .the chief slogans and tasks ‘of the
agrarian -revolution. Beyond that one .of the most 1mporta.nt of
our tasks, which we, must carry.out. w1thout fail, is the performanc.e
of revolutlonary mass work against unpenahst war and aga,lnst the
mterventmn plans of the imperialists agamst the Soviet Union and
SOv\let China.

Wxth the help of- the Commtern and by makmg the 'best use of
the revolutlonary experiences . .of - our brother Parties in China,
Japan Germaany, Poland, Bulgana and other, coun’mes, we will be
successful,; despite all termr, in organising and carrying out the
vxctpry of the Indonesmn Revolutmn (Applause) o

Comrade Garlan(h (Italy)

A. criticism of our work brings us to the following conclusions:
(a), It is to-day impossible to develop an independent class action
without resolutely transferring the predominant weight of the
mass work of the Party and the illegal trade unions to the mass
orgamsatlons established by fascism and to the factories, as they
are to-day; (b) the development of legal opportunities; (¢) the
main task is to get into contact with the masses inside the fascist
organisations. .

By applying these methods we have already achieved some
rather important successes These can be extended only through
a more and more intimate connection between the Party head-
quarters and the lower organisations, and through the constant
ideological supervision of all sections of the Party organisation
for the purpose of combating the numerous remnants of sectarian-
ism, of Bordighism, maximalism, or anarcho-syndicalism.

The directives of our Youth League for the winning of the
toiling youth are sectarian and out of date. The attitude of our
youth to the Dopoclavoro was no longer adequate to the import-
ance that this organisation has acquired in recent years.- The old
slogan . “Leave the Dopolavoro” and the directive of the “disin-
tegratlon of the Dopolavoro” have favoured tendencies towards
passivity and sectarianism. = The directive to work .in the local
groups, circles and clubs of the Dopolavoro, in order to create out
of .them centres of .economic, social and political class action
against faseism, first placed the problem of the disintegration of
the Dopolavoro in the  proper light. 'This disintegration will
thereby be the .result of a broad, day-to-day act1v1ty, aiming at
drawing the entire masses into the struggle against fascism.

This year we have registered nearly a hundred movements of
various kinds and varying strength. In actual fact there might
havé been about three fimes as many separate movements. This
mass movement is a sign of the aggravation of the class struggle,
which, in addition, compels fascism to manceuvre and evoked its

last demagogic oﬁensxve the proclamation of the corporative
order.

I want to name some of the types of movements which we
have had during the year 1933.

In a part of Tuscany dissatisfaction prevalled owing to the
shortage of water. '~ A small incident, detachied protests, became
the occasion for an agitation in the whole neighbourhood. A
movement broke out. The crowd stormed the town hall. Rein-
forcements of troops and carabinieri were called up. With the
militant spirit engendered by a shortage of water the farm workers
demanded from the landowners an increase in wages. A strike
broke out. After a few days wages were raised by two lire. Be-
sides this, the government took steps to supply the population
with water. The movement was independent of the fascist
organisation and was anti-fascist in spirit. It ended with a
victory.

" Another case: Among a large number of unemployed printers
in a big industrial town discontent prevailed because the period
during which unemployment relief could be drawn was restricted,
and as a result the printers could draw no more relief. The
printers insisted on the summoning of a meeting, in which their
demands were unanimously accepted, and the pay-office of the
fascist organisation received instructions to come to the aid of the
unemployed. This agitation was instigated by some Party com-
rades.

A further case: In a stocking factory in Central Italy d:he
management ordered that the women workers should: pay 1.50
lire for every broken needle.. At this the women decided on pas-
sive resistance, which’ ‘was carried out for three or four hours. The
employer was compelled to accept the demands.of the women
workers.

Another example: In Leghorn, an 1mportant mercantlle and
naval port in Italy, a comrade who had just been released from
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pnson died of an illness he had contracted in pnson The funeral
of this comrade transformed itself into a great Communist demon-
stration. From mouth to mouth went the word: “All appear at
the funeral” A mass of three thousand people followed the
coffin. Many of them wore a red carnation in the buttonhole ‘as
a symbol. Police and fascists were seized with panie, -and when
the funeral was over they set upon the crowd. Many were
arrested and wounded. Not since 1926 have we in Italy had a
mass demonstration of such dlmensmns and such an ‘emphatically
Communist character.

One more example Terni armaments factory, in Spezia. For
some time the management failed'to pay-out the piece-wage. This
caused great’ discontent among the workers. Alarmed at the
militant mood of the workers, the management, in agreement with
the fascist trade union leaders, brought in a small group of fascist
workers in order to dlscover and penalise the most active elements
among the masses. At that the workers stopped work in the
shop, set upon the fascists, beat them and threw them out of the
factory. The workers in the factory declared a strike and de-
manded: that the fascists should leave the works. The manage-
ment was compelled to comply with this demand. The political
significance of this movement was that for the first time for four
or five years the mass of the workers combmed under the slogan:
“Remove the fascists from the works.”

These few examples, which we have taken from the sum of
the movements in the last year in Italy, show: (a) That the masses
‘are moving; that it is not true‘that the masses are passive; that,
on the contrary, by means of struggle, even in our position the
partial demands of the masses can be victoriously carried through.
(b), The presence of one single active ﬁghter often ‘suffices to
release a movement and to give it an elementary organisational
form and a direction. (c) There is a tendency prevailing in the
Party t/o*regard the employment of legal slogans and legal forms
of action as a phase detached from the movement, only after
which it is possible to proceed to higher forms of struggle and to
the overstepplng of “fascist legality. This view leads to capltula-
tion to fascist iegahsm and enables the fascist trade union-léaders
179 manceuvre.” ‘The revolutionary leadershxp must - sécure the
transition ‘from- the legal and- ‘semi-legal’ forms of action to the
open anti-fascist struggle actually in' the course of ‘the actions.
Naturally this transition is conditional on the drawing of the deci-
sive masses into the struggle (not merely on the coming into
action of small groups) and also on the level of the militant spirit
of the masses. On the other hand, the utilisation of fascist
legality is not something unavoidable; it is possible for a mass
action to assume from the beginning a very advanced anti-fascist,
political character. = (d) In the trade unions the fascists are carry-
ing on a very flexible policy. The Communists and functionaries
of the Red trade unions must keep very much on the alert in order
to frustrate the manceuyres. of the fascists and the employers, . (e)
Fascism cann.ot suppress the strike as a form of proletarian class
action. = The strike breaks down with a.rough hand thé fascist
legality and divides the mass of the workers sharply from the pOIl-
tical and trade union apparatus of ‘the fascists and employers

© In all ‘the movements organised by. us, where we have. exer-
cised a certain influence, the united front has been realised. But
the united front action is strll too half-hearted and too’ limited.
The tendenc1es in opposition to mass work are the same as those

that deny the importance of the united front and the existence
of socialist workers in the country, and that underestlmate the
counter-revolutionary role of social democracy.

In applying the directives of the March appeal of the E. C C.I
we made proposals to the executives of the socialist party and the
republicén party in-emigration.” ‘Our political action was -under-
taken against the executives of the emigré parties. By means of
this action our Party has achieved a great political success which
must be considered as a great positive:result of the united front
action on the basis-of: the March appeal. There are to-day-in all
these parties groups that support the united front and employ it
in a’concrete manner. Abroad we have assembled around the
united front committees against war and fascism tens of thousands
of Italian workers, of whom each year many return home (last
year 100,000 ffom France alone): Hundreds of these ‘have taken
with them into the various -Italian organisations directives of our
Communist Party and the idea of the united front action, and we
are able to assert that many of them have become centres of mass
work in Italy.

Our central problem to—day is to make our contact with. the
masses permanent, to consolidate the C.G.T. groups to fashion the
organisational forms ‘of ‘our mass work in so lively a manner that
the continuity of this work is assured. We have, for instance, not
yet_found the permanent organisational form of the trade union
opposition in the fascist trade unions“and workshops

The numerical strength of our Party is sufficient for the deve-
lopment of a considerable mass work. . A large number of the
new members who have come over to us have become Communists
only under the rule of fascism. We are beginning to test the ex-
periences of concrete mass work. This creates cadres and develops
thexr abilities.

The mﬂuence of the Party is - growing. In spite of its con-

siderable shortcomings, our recruiting work bnngs us each year a

few thousand new followers. . The example of an organisation in
the North, which can beast of 8,000 followers—although-here it is
not.a matter. of real Communists—indicates the very symptomatic
urge of -the masses towards-our Party.. We ‘have: made a deep
breach in. the workmg-class basus rof reformlsm, maximalism  and
anarcho—syndlcahsm .

For the immediate future we may sketch the followmg tasks

(1) Stubborn continuation of our activity on the basis of the line
laid-down by the CG of our Party and by the C.I., by applying
the united front and penetrating into all opposing organisations.
(2) To give to the work among the unemployed, which at present
forms one of the weak spots in our work, a new 1mpulse (3). The
greatest attentlon to the organised’ forms of the mass movement.
creation ‘of C.G.T. groups really’ capable of working, cornsolidation
of*&all forms of mass organisations, consolidation of the permanent
cgntacts of* the Party with the masses, creatlon of really effective
(f‘ommumst fractions in all mass orgamsatlons (4) The Wmning
of ‘the toiling youth must be the constant care of -the entire Party.
The first successes achieved in the work among the young workers
must be ‘used as key positions for broad and determined work.

If we work on these principles, then we. are giving ‘the Italian
proletarlat "its political leader, who will lead it into decisive
struggles, against cap1tahsm and fascism and to victory.
(Applause.) )

Comrade Vass1llev (C P.S. U )

The numerical strength of the’ Commumst Parties in the,
‘capitalist and colonial countries has undergone the following
change: since the Twelfth Plenum: Then the total membership,
in round figures, was 860,700; at the present time it has dropped
to 684,400. This drop in membership is due to the fact that the
Communist Party of Germany was driven underground. Comrade
Pieck told us that now the C.P.G. has about 100,000 members. At
the time of the Twelfth Plenum its membership was over 300,000.

There is' nothing unusual in this fall in membersﬁlp When
the Party was driven underground a certain number of members
could not adapt themselves and dropped out. ' Many members
lost contact with the Party leadership and, although they still
remain Party members and continue their revolutionary work,
‘at times quite successfully, they are not - formally recorded as
-such. The actual membership of ‘the C.P.G. is undoubtedly

~h1gher than the ﬁgure indicated by Comrade Pieck. The 100,000
that Comrade Pigék mentioned should be regarded as the com-
missioned- and non-commissioned officers of ‘the growing army of
the German revolutxon whxch has hundreds of thousands in its
ranksi -

The ‘Communist Party of Germany has been strengthened in
spite’ of ‘the vicious fascist terror. The Communist Party 6f
Poland, too has been ‘strengthened and is continuing to grow,
eSpecially in the main industrial centres. The Communist Party
of China has increased its’ methbership from 310,000 at the time
of the Twelfth Plenum to 410,000 at the present time, in spite of
‘the concerted efforts of 1nternatlona1 capital. Moreover, the
‘Communist Party of ‘China has' already the backing of a strong
State apparatus, the government of the Chinese Soviets.

We thus can declare at the Thirteenth Plenum that while the
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C.P.S.U. has tremendously grown, having the support of a mighty
apparatus of the proletarian dictatorship, militant growth and
strengthening of the subjective factors is to be observed at three
points, ‘constituting the weakest links of the capitalist system,
which hastens the maturing of another round of proletanan
revolutions.

It should at the same time be stated that, notwithstdnding
direct instructions of the Twelfth Plenum of the E.C.C.I, not a
single Party has-as yet begun to work systematically on the re-
cruiting  of new- members and on the improvement of its social
composition. As a result, our Communist Parties make extremely
little headway,if any at all (Czechoslovakia, Great Britain,
France), although -the masses of the working class are becoming
more radical. Fluctuation is still very high.

The most characteristic example in this respect is perhaps
the C.P.U.S.A. According to statistics of the Central Committee
of that Party, 27,000 people joined its ranks from 1931 to October
1,°1933, while its membership is ‘now altogether only about 20,000.

The C.C. CP.US.A. has issued instructions to concentrate
activity on.the most important, points, established what districts
are to be tackled, and drew up calendar programmes for each dis-
trict seperately. Yet neither the C.C. nor the Polcom, nor a single
district committee of a concentration district could give any in-
formation of how work: had progressed in these districts by the
time of the November Plenum of the C.C. C.P.U.S:A.

The: Communist Party of France recruited 25,000 members
during 1930-32 and lost 33,000, or 134 per cent.

The British - Party has gone through a peculiar kind of
“ Piatiletka,” a five-year period of stagnation, with a membership
of about 5,000, notwithstanding the great changes which have
taken place in broad sections of the British :proletariat.

- The Communist Parties (and their central and local leader-
ships) seem to be unable to notice changes in the situation, the
maturing of class eonflicts, and do not change their slogans, do
not take the necessary organisational measures. It is because of
these facts that the Parties are lagging. -

.. What is- wanted in order to bring about & change in this
respect, which is of greatest importance in the work of the Com-
munist Parties? First of :all, it is of course necessary to follow
a correct political line. Without such a line it would be vain to
hope ‘to overcome this state of affairs. It is necessary that the
correct political line, such. as workers would want to fight. for,
should be effective, a line which. would keep the Party always
ready and able to react to any deviation, and especially to the
Right-wing opportunists, who- ate st,ll1 the main and basic danger
in the present period.

At this Plenum,; it seems to me, attentlon should be pa.rtlcu-
larly focused on that form of the Right deviation which is ex-
pressed in the failure to understand (or not understand correctly)
the direction of the principal blow, a confusion between the direc-
tion of the principal blow and the principal enemy. That form

of the Right opportunist deviation could be observed in the. in-

terval between the Twelfth and the Thirteenth Plenums in all
countries. .

_ The prmmpal enemy is the bourgeolsle, dommant fasclsm,
but, in order .to overthrow fascism, the principal blow should now
be directed against the social democratic parties., It.is the main
task of the Communist Parties.of these countries to isolate.the
social democratic parties. fmm the masses

:Confusion of the principal enemy. ¢(the bourge01s1e) wn;h the
direction -of the principal blow (against social demacracy) aetually
leads to the social democratic idea that the social democratic and
Communist Parties have: one common fascist enemy. When this
confusion reaches the factory nuclei, ‘the struggle ;ggainst the
social democrats is discontinued or mitigated.. We have seen this
in: Germany-and in -Austria, where our comrades retarded the
passing - over -of -social democratic workers to the -Communist
Party. We can still see that in those countries in the continued
upderestimation of how important it is to work among the spcial
demoeratic. workers and in. the reformist unions. It is therefore
particularly - impertant -that this: strategieal point. of Leninism
should be driven home to the Party nuclei. - Every Party member
working in a factory, in -a trade union, among the unemployed,
must understand that he must carry on individual agitation and
organisation .work, he must understand against whom he is to
concentrate his blow in order to overthrow the dlctatorshlp of
the bourgeoisje. oy A ’ .

‘Another dangerous form of opportunist deviations at the pre-
sent time, which has a very bad effect on the practical work in
the Communist Parties, is an incorrect interpretation of the in-
structions of the Communist International to the effect that the
most important link in developing mass revolutionary struggles lies
in immediate demands of the workers and peasants. It is the
most important link in revolutionary mass struggle, but it must
be linked up with the concrete question of struggle for power.

Why must this be repeated? Because our position on these
questions is not yet properly understood and carried into effect.
Why? Apparently because those who are supposed to follow that
line are, in one degree or another, not in their place. ’

To repeat Lenin, it should be said that “the main question
now is to ensure every man being in his place.”

Without a correct policy of placing people, without checking
up .on fulfilment, we cannot set up a good leadership.

Another practical suggestion to be made on this question,
which should be adopted by the Plenum, is that districts and
sections should be broken up into smaller units, and the terri-
torial Party organisations accordingly. Particular attention still
has to be centred on improving the work of the factory nuclei. Our
German, Polish, Italian and Bulgarian comrades say that in their
organisations, i.e., in some of the best sections of the Comintern,
the lower Party orgamsatlons, and particularly the factory nuclei,
are very poorly carrying on political work. Still worse, of course,
is the work of the factory nuclei of the Communist Parties of
France, Great Britain and other countries. It is nevertheless
perfectly obvious, and experience of the German Communist
Party has shown, that unless the factory nuclei become more
active there can be no question of winning the majority of the
workmg class or of preparing for the final struggles for power.

How is this weakness to be overcome? Close analysis of the
situation in the factory nuclei shows that thelr weakness is two-
fold:—

) (1) The leading elements of the factory nuclei are feeble and
the guidance given by the higher Party committees is inadequate.

( Party work in the mass organisations is weak, especla‘ny in
the trade unions and in. the sport sccieties. .

The correctness of th1s statement can be checked up on the
experience of Germany.  The factory nuclei of the German Party
adapted themselves to underground “work very quickly.. They
established their underground printshops in the course of:a few
weeks, and started to publish and circulate illegal Party literature.
It has been, however, much more difficult to establish contact with
the masses.

When faseist reaction made its attack on the mass organis-
ations and demolished them, the Communists, members of these
organisations; having no strong fractions, were naturally also dis-
persed and disrupted. If there had been in the trade unions, in the
sport societies or other mass organisations of Germany strong
Communist fractions before the fascist coup d’etat, fractions sup-
ported by underground factory nuclei, the fascist reaction which
broke up the machinery of the mass organisations would have been
unable te smash the orgamsatlons themselves as underground Com-
mumst ‘fractions would have rémained intact and would have had
the support; of the illegal factory nuclei. The latter, in their turn
havmg good connections with the fractions of the mass orgams-
ations, would .have been able, even when the orgamsatwns were
destroyed by the police, through these fractions to establish contact
thh thejr . membershlp and thereby . establish for themselves
transn’ussmn belts to the masses while working under cover.

This weakness in the matter of ‘setting up fractions inside the
mass, organisations has not yet been- overcome by the  Communist
Earty of Germany. Hence the feeble trade union work in. the
German Party and hence the great difficulties encountered even by
the good factory nuclei in their mass work.

;. In other: capltahst countries the situation with regard to
fractnons in; the trade unions and other mass organisations is even
worse than it had been: in Germany an the eve of the fascist -coup
d’etat;: The-.Communist. Party, of Germany after all, had. done
much- Work., in:creating fractxons in mass organisations: pner to
Hitler’s coming to power. 2

: The- Commumst Parties of Czechoslovakxa, France ‘and
Amenc_;a are so far still only talking about this problem, while not a
single one of them is doing any systematic work in - the. trade
unions or other. mass organisations. Hence, inadequate guidance
given. to the work of fractions, hence the intolerable weakness of
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mass work of the Communist Parties, which will inevitably con-
tlnue until the importance of having Communist fractions in the
mass organisations is fully realised.

The main lessons to be drawn from the German -Communist
Party’s becoming an underground organisation are as follows:—

- Membership cards and the system of dues stamps must be done
away with in good time. Many Communists were arrested in Ger-
many because the Party had not done away with membership
eards quickly -enough and continued for a long time to collect
membershiip dues on ‘the ‘basis of stamps '

It seems to me that the Communist Partres which are “still
legal should think of this question right now. Obviously, member-
ship cards and stamps are not an indication as to the work of
Communist Parties when they are legal. If, for example, the Com-
munist Parties of Great Britain and of France can still hope to re-

main legal orgamsatlons for many months to come, I nevertheless
believe that. it would be no bad idea if, their central committees, as
well as the central .committees of other legal Parties, ‘would take
immediate steps to abolish membership cards and stamps.

Party officials must be shifted from one part of the country to
another and, in each Party organisation, from district to district
as soon as the ﬁrst ‘signs ‘of the Party being outlawed'are visible,
as'soon as pohce raids' begin. The lesson to be taken’from Germany
is‘that very serious attentlon should be paid to cover up.the active
Party members worklng on & district or- section scale. - When this
questlon is acted ‘upon and the active Party members are shifted,
it 1s very 1mportant to think of the ‘material side;"of expenses;
roofms, and'so on.” The Paity must consider -these matters before i‘t
is tod late, and not-wait untll repressrons ‘begin.

. Experience of the German Commumst Party raises very sharply
the question of sendmg the active Party members out of the country
altogether under certain conditions of” pohce terror. The German
fascists- have apparently decided to exterminate the active Party
elements, believing that it would be easier to deal wrth sponta‘neous
outbursts of dissatisfaction of the masses who haVe rio political ex-
perience aud no organlsatlonal tradltlons ‘But the- Par‘LJ must,
in good time, ponder over these plans of the ruling classes and by
taklng the. necessary measures, ‘prevent tleir reahsatmn

The structure recommended by the Org Department of -the
E C C.I at the time of the Twelfth Plenum has fully justified itself
m: Germany-and in other countries where the Communist Parties
are outlawed. It can be again recommended as the px'mcxpal
scheme of organisation of our Parties to-day.

As to the methods of setting up Party leadership under con-
dit_xons of illegality, the old Bolshevist method used in the years of
1908-13, ‘has fully justified itself;:t has been sucessfully applied by

In the four years since the outbreak of the industrial crisis
there has been an extreme sharpening of the agrarian crisis which
has been chronic ever since the end of the’ war, and so far there is
not the slightest sign of any alleviation. The- agranan crisis has
spread over all branches of agriculture, without exception, in all
bourgeois countries. - While in industry we carn speak of a sort of
“war boom,” there is nothing of this sort in agriculture. ‘The
only agricultural product which has shown'any 1mprovement in
connection with war preparations is wool.

The main cause for the new sharpening of the agrarian crisis
is the industrial crisis, which reduces the consumption of food by
the proletariat and also cuts down the demands of industry for
raw materials for manufacturing purposes: cotton, hemp,-rubber,
etc. :The industrial crisis accentuates the agrarian ecrisis, while
the mass ruin of the peasantry reduces the 'sales of mdustrlal
goods and thus accentuates the industrial crisis.

The agrarian crisis is expressed- first of all in:a continued and
uninterrupted fall in the prices -of all agricultural products To
give a few examples:—

In July, 1929, wheat in Winripeg was 30 3 gold francs for 100
kilograms. In October, 1933, the price was 7.7- gold francs, i.e,
exactly one-quarter. In June, 1929, 100 kilos of corn in Braila cost
24.2 gold francs; in June, 1933, the price was 4.7, i.e, less than
one-fifth.. In July, 1929,.100 kilos of Danish butter in IL.ondon

the Communist Party of Germany in the last few months on the
advice of the Communist- International.

The question of emergency Party committees has to be dealt
with especially. -Experience in Germany has confirmed the cor-
rectness of the instructions previously given by the Comintern, that
there is no need to set up special reserve committees, as that gives
no practical results. To guarantee continuity of leadership under
ﬂlega.l conditions, the principal thing to do is:—

(1) Shifting in good time of the responsrble leadersmp
. (2) Systematically to promote new people whose capability has
been seen on practical work.

Greater conspiracy is necessary in the factory nuclei when
terror becomes intense. - Such oconspiraey is achieved primarily
through ﬂexrbrhty in the orgamsatronal practlce of the groups and
nuclei of factory departments,-shifts and brigades. The German
Party advanced the idea of organising groups of five. That was
wrong.and the C.P.G. found it'out quickly from its own experience.
The idea of the groups-of five and three originated in the practice
of .the Russian ‘Belsheviks in-the Revolution of :1905.. But the
Ruisian Bolsheviks - created. groups of five -not as''conspirative
organs for the mobilisation of the masses, but -as militant organs of
the ‘Party, forming an organisational foundation'for the partisans’
armed struggle against- the Czarist autocracy. -Lenin warned most
emphatically -against’ organisational.schemes of establishing groups
of three and five in’ thé sphere of practical work of the Party. .~

~ In‘'So far'as the: Communist Parties: have not vet entered a
period of immediate armed conflict for power, the question of mili-
tary-groups of ‘three and five i& dimpraeétical. ‘'The main orgams-
ational tésks before -thé ‘Parties driven -underground is to ‘create
at the big factoriés strong factory nuelei whlch would guarantee
good and constant connectlons with the magses. - < -

' The' next' lesson te" bé dra¥n frem Germany conéerns’ the
éstablishment of an illegal Pa‘rty press, timely preparatxon -of
illegal ‘technical means-(and ttaimng of ‘peoplé) creatron of a’ dis-
tributing - apparatus. Al legal Cbmifunist - Parties- muist im-
mediately proceed with thesé meastirés. Awa Wasis; work should be
directed along'the: channels of.factory -newspapers, ‘creation of il-
legal technical mieans at the ‘disposal.of the’ factory nuclei,” or-
ganisation - of - distribution of 111ega1 faétory papers among the
workers of the factoriés in question.-” ‘

 Finally, Party members, ané’ especially active- Party members,
must be éarnestly prepared to:act as Commumsts should, in face of
a-trial or in time of investigation: ¥ o ir

These are not all questions connected with belng driven under-
ground. But the most essential thing the Communist Parties must
remember is Lenin’s words that without an iron Party organisation,
all talk about preparation for the ﬁnal struggles for power is futlle
(Applause ) .

Comrade Varga

cost 442 gold francs; in July, 1933, the price was 165, ie. only
two-fifths. The price ‘of ‘cotton has dropped to one-third to what
it was in 1929, rubber to one-eighth, and §ilk t0-one-quarter.

The result of this tremendous drop of ‘prices was that pro-
duction became a loss to the producers, especially the peasants,
because very important factors inh'the cost of production, such
as taxes arid interest, as well as ground rent-and other forms of
rent, either showed no reductxon at all ‘or else dropped only very
slightly. =

"The importance of thxs is -brought out by:the American
statistics showing. that 30 per cent. of the production cost of
wheat in 1929 is taken up by rent. Adjustment:of prices-to such
production costs was bound to have devastating effects on farm-
ing ini all agrarian countnes especlally in those devoted to mono-
culture. - =

Up -until the past year those European countries which im-
ported food supplies—Germany and France—were least of -all hit
by this drop in prices, because the prices could be kept high above
the world market prices by..means of tariffs, quotas and eomplete
prohibition of certain imports. - In- Germany, for example, the
tariffs on cattle are so high that even if a person could acquire
a cow in Denmark for nothmg, it could be sold in Germany only
at a loss!

But the contmued decline of the purchasmg power of the pro-
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letariat on the one hand, and the relatively high prices and the
forced intensification of agncultural production for war purposes
on the other hand, have resulted in the fact that even in these
countries the home demand is coming to be covered by agricul-
tural production w1th1n the country, and protective tariffs are
losing their effect and prices are dropping rapidly. This gives
rise to the slogan which is now being rapidly spread throughout
the capitalist World Ralse less grain, fatten less hogs and raise
less cotton.

The complete rottenness of the whole ruling system is ex-
pressed most sharply in the fact that while hundreds of millions
of unemployed and poor, peasants are going. hungry and cold, clad
in rags, food products and raw materials for textiles - are coming
more and .more to be systematically destroyed as. superﬂuous »?
under capitalist conditions. In Germany rye is being subjected
to chemical treatmernt for use as cattle fodder. In the United
States during the past few months three million hogs have been
bought from the farmers and destroyed which fate awaits three
million more,

This aufumn ten. rmlhon acres of r1pe cotton (apprommately
one-quarter .of the total cultivated area) was ploughed into the
earth. In Brazil, ten million sacks of coffee are destroyed each
year. Whole shiploads of oranges are being thrown into the sea.
Teacrops are not. being gathered because the sale will not pay
for the cost. ' The same thing is happening in many countries.
Never in ‘the: history of the human race has there been anything
like: this. .~ The. .contradiction between the forcés of production
and the:relationships in production become clear to every worker
and -peasant. - But -even this systematic destruction of ‘the" friiits
of the earth, ‘which: are so desperately. needed by hundreds- of
milliens of starvmg people, has hot been ab!e to check 4 further
drop:in prices. :: v Kg pa

According to oﬁimal Amemcan statistics; - the " dechne i pnces
in 1933 (as compared with 1926) was as follows:—

For gogds soId by the peasants 482 per. cent. of the 1926
pnces

- For goods bought by the peasants, 70.2 per cent of the 1926
pr ces
© O THisY means that condltlons have grown worse as compared
with 1926 by 35 per cent.
-+, We find a similar. situation in Germany: according to official
statxstlcs, -agricultural products in the middle of November were
6 per. cent. below. the: prices of 1913. Industrial .goods were 14
per;cent. higher. The proportion has shifted by 30 per cent. to
the detriment of agricultural producers.

The price-scissors .are still mors evident in the case of the
peasants, because they do not receive the market prices for their
goods, but much lower. prices; dictated to them by the grain or
cattle dealers to whom they are indebted.

‘The drop in .prices and the scissors have made the burden of
rents unbearable, based as they are on the former high prices of
agricultural products and fixed . unalterably at thesehigh rates
in -the mortgage -debts, rent contracts and taxes.

JIn the struggle of the poor peasants for their « mdependent »
existence the peasant farm itself i= going to ruin. The im-
poverlshed peasant is.no longer in a position to keep up his equip-
ment and his livestock from what he receives for his products.
A decline, a proéess of ruin, is taking place in agriculture. Just
to give a' few examples: The consumption of artificial fertiliser
has fallen off 25 per ‘Cent. to 30 per cent. in capitalist countries
during the last ‘four years.. :The sale of agricultural machinery
is falling off rapidly; in the U.S.A. it has dropped to ‘one-seventh
and in Poland to one-thirtieth of what it was four or five years
ago. In most countries, particularly in countries having one
crop, we see a tendency to reduce the area under inténsive crops
for manufacturing purposes (cotton, hemp, tobacco, sugar beets,
etc.), an abolition of the division of labour in agriculture, and the
tendency of peasant farms-to revert to the production of food for
their own use and to.exchange in kind.

..The result of this agricultural. crisis can be formulated from
the class standpoint as follows:—

The continued process of differentiation: whlch is charecter—
istic of capitalism as a whole: the sinking of the poor and middle
peasantry into the ranks of the village poor, of the proletariat, and
the advancement of the minimum percentage into the ranks of the
rich peasants, which, under conditions of the agrarian crisis, lead
to mass ruin of the poor and middle peasants. The poor peasants
are being expropriated at a rapid rate. The land is going more

and more into the hands of the banks, usurers and speculators,
while the former owners are becoming exploited tenants on their
former holdings.

. The contrast between the Soviet- Union and the capitalist
world in this connection is partlcularly glaring: the October Revo-
lution - placed the land of the big landholders at the disposal of
the peasantry free of charge. Capitalism is rapidly expropriating
the land of the peasants.

For. the Communist Partres this development signifies objec-
tively a marked facilitating of its task in the rural districts: to
wrest from the bourgeoisie the pohtxcal hegemony over the ex-
ploited labouring population in the rural districts, which has
already been accomplished in some countries, and to transform
the labouring population in the rural districts from a reserve force
of the bourgeoisie in its struggle against the proletariat into an
ally -of. the revolutionary proletariat in its struggle against the
bourgeoisie. Never in the - history of capitalism was the-objective
situation as favourabie as it is to-day for successful work among
the "population of :the rural districts. The situation- of -all“ele-
ments, particularly the agricultural 1abourer‘s ‘arid the village poor,
has been growing rapidly worse. "~ 'The decline in agricultural
wages, as compared: w1th 1929 is,: m the U. S for example, as high
as 60 per cent. g

..The situation of the village poor, of all those people whe have
owned or rented a littlé plot of:-land, but who have had’ to supple-
ment their earnings by hiring themselves -out as wage earners, is
absolutely intolerable. There is no construction work or factory
work ifi which they can be employed, and not only this, but un-
employed workers from the: 1ndustr1a] centres and. big c1t1es are
streammg back ihto' the v111ages back to’ their, re‘Iatwes, to’ keep
themse’lves from starvation, Wthh reduces the poss1b111ty of ﬁnd~
ing work to'a minimum. .

‘The geriérak discontent "of all elements of the explmted
majority of the rural population is one of the most ‘important
factors in the maturing of {he revolutionary crisis.

. The vmtory or the defeat of the.preletarian.revolution: de-
pends to a, very great extent upon - -whether or not the tenant
farmers and poor farmers can be:won over for the revolution and
the mijddle peasants can be neutralised, as.already stated in the
Agrarian Thesis of ,the Second Congress -of  the Comintern. - The
correct policy of the Bolsheviks, with: regard -to the agrarian ques-
tion was one of the decisive factors in the victory of the; prole-
tarian rcvolution in the Soviet. Union: the incorrect - agrarian
policy was a_decisive factor in the collapse of the Hungarian
revolution.

The peasant masses have been set in motion. In almost all
countries the mass ruin of the poor peasants is finding its poli-
tical expression in general discontent and in far-reaching revolt
among the peasantry. This- movement of revolt takes various
forms in- different countries depending upon the concrete condi-
tions: strikes or refusal on the part of the farmers to deliver their
products, tax strikes, and rent strikes,” all the way to forcible
occupation of the land, as in Spain, and in the civil war which is
being systematically carried on by the Red Army of Workers and
Peasants in China against the landowners’ government of the
Kuomintang. .

This revolt ameng the peasantry is a most serlous threat to
the bourgeoisie, and all the more: dangerous as the struggle be-
tween.the bourgeoisie and the proletariat becomes- sharper and as
the revolutionary crisis materialises.

This danger-for the bourgeoisie is increased as a result of the
special role of the peasantry in the apparatus of force of the bour-
geois State. It isfirst of all thesonsof the peasants who furnish the
human material for the bourgeois-apparatus of force: gendarmes,
carabinieri, police, and prison warders are recruited primarily from
among the sons of the peasants. The drmy is made up for the
most part of sons of peasants, in accordance with the relative
importance of the peasantry in proportion to the total population.
This is;true particularly of the professional cadres of non-commis-
sioned. officers (for class reasons workers are not readily promaoted
to the ranks of ncn-commissioned officers). The general discon-
tent among the peasantry thus threatens the reliability of the
apparatus of force, which is of such decisive importance in the
struggle against the working class.

But if we now ask ourselves the question: Have the Commun-
ist Parties in the capitalist countries succeeded, under these ob-
jectively favourable conditions, in liberating the labouring and
exploited majority of the population in the rural districts from
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the political influence of the rich peasants—and thus of the ruling
classes in general—we can by no means give a general answer in
the affirmative, although unquestionably much progress has
been made in this direction. This applies, above all; to a few
countries—China, Poland, Bulgaria and Spain. In other countries,
such as the U.S. and France, the peasant or farmers’ moveément
is overwhelmingly under the leadership of the rich farmers; our
Party has succeeded only to a very slight extent in getting this
movement under its leadership and in directing it against- mono-
poly eapital, which exploits the poor peasants and farmers as well
as the city workers. And, finally, the bourgeoisie in a 'humber of
countries, first of all Germany, has succeeded in temporarily
directing the revolt of the peasantry into fascist channels .

The causes for our inadequate progress in winning over the
exploited and labouring peasants are many and varied. First of
all comes the fact that in the decisive capitalist countries the
influence of social fascism has not yet been broken down.  The
social fascists class the peasantry simply as food producers quite
regardless of class, in contrast to the industrial workers, whom
they characterise as consumers, as purchasers of food products.
Instead of showing that industrial and agricultural workers, and
poor and middle peasants, are being exploited by the same ruling
classes in the cities and in the rural districts, the social demo-
crats have, drawn a iinz of demarcation between the cities and
the rural districts, building up two fronts.

Thus a sort of “united front” has arisen between the . social
democrats and the agrarian interests; the social democrats sup-
ported the policy of the agrarian interests, proclaimed the com-
munity of interests of all “farmers,” and established organisa-
tions which included all classes of the agricultural population, all
the way from the big landowners to the poor peasants (of the
“ Landbund™” type)

The false ideology: of the community of interests of &l
“farmers” miust be completely uprooted in order to free the ex-
ploited majority of the labouring elements in the rural districts
from the political influence of their- exploiters. This can only be
achieved -in the daily struggles, both against the agrarian interests
and against the social fascists. We must show the poor peasants
that there is-absélutely no community -of interests between the
agrarians and the exploited rural population and that the city
workers-and the exploited population in the rural districts have
one-common enemy which they must combat—namely, monopoly
capxtal

.The struggle now centres around one- pomt will -the masses
of poor peasants who have now been stirred to action come over
to our side, or will they, as was the case in Germany, tempor-
arily strengthen the fascist camp? In my .opinjon, this is the
great question which faces us at the present moment. WF

The landless and poor -agricultural population is in general
still strugghng, in spite of the agrarian crisis, to retain its land
o; 1to increase its holdmgs through additional purchases or rental
<of land.

The landless agricultural worker dreams of purchasmg or
renting land, while ‘the poor peasant dreams of enlarging the
httle plot of land which he rents or owns,* quite regardless of the
fact that the process of diﬁ’erehtioh,‘ which is being treniendously
accelerated by the agrarian crisis, is' day by ‘day throwing meie

1ndependent ” peasants into the ranks of the proletariat.

Thls prevailing effort on the part of .the agricultural workers
and village poor to obtain land, to have farms of their own, 1.;;
being intensified -as a result of the fact that it is becoming more
and more difficult for an agricultural labourer to keep body and

*Failure to recognise this: refusal to divide land and the
attempt to organise nationalised land immediately and execlusively
into Soviet farms—was the main cause for the overthrow: of the
proletarian dictatorship in- Hungary, since ‘it found 3no - support
among the ma,sses of poor peasants c

soul ‘together through his wages alone. As Marx already pointed
out, under capitalism the replacement of workers by machinery
in agricultural—in contrast to industry—has always been final. A
certain portion of the agricultural workers was always being
driven out of agriculture permanently as & result of the introduc-
tion of machmery and labour forces were always drifting from
the rural districts into the cities and industrial centres. Thresh-
ing machines, milling machines, tractors, and combines have made
millions and millions of agricultural workers superfluous. But,
while before the war the expansion of industry in capitalist coun-
tries more or less ‘absorbed the labour power which had become
superﬁuous in agriculture, now, in the penod of general crisis,
this is no longer the case. Chronic mass unemployment in in-
dustry makes this 1mposs1ble Even in such highly industrialised
countries as the U.S. and Germany, the exodus from the cities
into the rural districts in the present economic crisis exceeds the
influx into the-cities from the rural dlstncts The more difficult
it is to find wage work, the stronger is thé 'urge among the rural
population to cultivate land on their own, in order thus to utilise
idle labour power. This accounts for the fanatical clingmg of the
peasants to their own or rented land, for which they are ready to
undergo the:greatest deprivations.

The demand for land among the poor population in the rural
districts opers the way both tc bourgeois parties and the social
fascists and fascists for various m@4nceuvres of betrayal, and
prompts them to promise those in the villages owning no land,.or
very little, the breaking up of the big holdings and the distribu-
tion .of the land according to a bourgeois type of agrarian reform.
When they get into the government they break these promises, as
Hitler did in the most brazen manner, or else they fulfil them in
such a way as to make the big landholders the W1nners, while the
poor peasants suffer for it.

One of the main tasks of our work in the rural districts is to
link up the consistent exposure of the treacherous character -of
bourgeois agrarian reform with propaganda for. the conﬁscation
without compensation of big landholders, and ag1tat10n for the
seizure and distribution of large holdings wherever the revolu-
tionaty movement of the peasantry appears to be strong enough,

‘e -To sum up: The maturing of the revolutionary crisis puts the
question of power on thé order of the day in a number of coun-~
tries” The: winning over of the majority of the workmg ‘class: is
the first necessary preliminary condition- for “the success of this
struggle. But in most countries this aloné 'iS no  guarantee for
vi¢tory, for the conquest of power, or, as shown by the example
of the Hungarian “Soviet government, for the maintenance of
power once it is conquered.. It is “absolutely necessary to-win the
exploited majority of the rural population away from the pohtlcal
influence of the rich peasants and thus of the bourgeoisie. When
the rural population is on the side of the ruling classes, as was the
case -for the most part when Hitler ¢ame‘into power in ‘Giermany,
and when certain sections of the industrial proletanat are under
the influence of the social fascists, the struggle for power becomes
very -difficult, part1cularly in countries where the peasantry con-
stxtutes the absolute and relative maJonty of the population

Our Partles must mske better use tha,n they-have so far of
the: favourable situation which exists: continued sharpening of
the agrarian: crisis and growing revolf of the-peasantry, in:order
to.garry out. the tasks which were assigned them by’ the Secand
Congress. . The ob1ectrve condltxons for successful work are at
hand: -

-Everywhere-the Parties must work to carry out what the Bol-
sheviks achieved in 1917 and what our Chinese Party is now suc-
cessfully carrying out—they must-transform’ the masses of the
labouring population in the rural districts from a counter—revolu-'
tionary force into a revolutionary force. Objectively, owing fo
their class situation, the great mass of the exploited population in
the rural districts belong in our camp: - ‘It is“up to us to win them
over. With their help we will emerge’ as victors: from the mattir-
mg revolutlonary crisis.- (Applause)
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Comrade Mitzkevitch-Kapsukas (Baltic States)

It is no accident that the increasing strength of fascism in
Esthonia and Latvia, and the intensification of the fascist regime
in Poland, Lithuania and Finland, coincide with the establishment
of the fascist dictatorship in Germany and with increased pre-
parations for a war of intervention against the Soviet Union. The
active fascists in the countries mentioned maintain close connec-
tions with the German fascists. It is a fact, for instance, that the
fascists in Esthonia have received not only financial support from
the German Propaganda Ministry, but that they were #lso. pro-
vided with printing equipment formerly the property of a German
social-democratic newspaper.

The Esthonian and Latvian Germans have their own organi-
sations, but they are assisted with organisers, etc., from Hitler
Germany. They pretend that they maintain no connections with
other Esthonian and Latvian fascist organisations, but, in'fact
they form an integral part of the fascist organisations in’ these
countries.

However, fascism in Esthonia and Latvia "cannot' be con-
sidered as merely a German export. It is supported not only by
the German Junkers, but also by the native bourgeoisie. The
relations of the Esthonian apd Latvian fascists with the German
fascists are clear enough, but their relations with fhe Russian
White Guardists have not yet been sufficiently exposed. Both
German fascists and Russian White Guardists dream of an armed
crusade against the Soviet Union. The social demagogy of the
Esthonian and Latvian fascists, following Hitler's example, has
also not been sufficiently exposed to the masses.

There is increasing activity on the part of the German fascist
agents in Finland and Lithuania also, not to mention Western
Ukrainia. Kalsta, oné of the leaders of the “radical” wing of the
Finnish fascists, was trained in Germany and is now doing his
best to apply the Hitlerite tactics to Finland. The German fascists
have a decisive influence in the Memel area and they also enjoy
the support of certain groups of Lithuanian national fascists:

The realisation of the plans of the Hitlerites, in alliance with
the British reactionaries, would mean the complete abolition of
the independence of the Balti¢ States -and their degradation into
a colony of German imperialism. It would mean the return to
power of the Baltic Junkers and the confiscation of.Esthonian
and Latvian “lands by these Junkers. With the -assistance of
special funds placed at their disposal these Junkers are already
beginning to exploit the ruin of the native Esthonian and Latvian
farmers to biuy up their land for a song and add it‘to thase estates
which have remained in posséssion of the Junkers. On the other
hand, howevér, the participation of Esthenia, Latvia and the other
Baltic States in’ a military adventure against the Soviet Union
would mean terrible misery and impoverishment for: the. working
masses of these countries and would undoubtedly hasten the com-
ing of the revolutionary solution*which would depose the bour-
ge0151e once and for-all.

This fdct causes sections of the Esthonian, Latvmn and
Lithuanian bourgeoisie to prefer a pro-French and pro-Polish
policy and leads to internal struggles in the camp of the -native
bourgeoisie. A’section of the old bourgeois parties is in favour of
the introduction of fascism via the peaceful, demoeratic method,
and prefer§ the Finnish and Polish form of fascism to the Ger-
man. The struggle concerns the methods necessary for the estab-
lishment of fascism and the question of leadership. The Com-
munist Party therefore considers it necessary to fight against both
the open fascists and against those who wish to establish fascism
in a roundabout fashion. In Esthonia the situation ‘ealls for the
immediate organisation of illegal Communist bodies, or, where
such bodies are already in ex1s‘oence, their consohdatlon and
strengthening. el

It is necessary to point to various weaknesses on the part of
the Polish and other Communist Parties. Above all, these parties
have not succeeded in mobilising the masses sufficiently in the
struggle against the preparations for anti-Soviet intervention and
against chauvinist nationalism. Further, the manceuvres of Polish
fascism and the arguments of the social fascists have not been
sufficiently exposed. Insufficient resistance has been offered fo
German, Polish and other brands of nationalism. This is true in
particular of German nationalism in Upper Silesia and in the
Memel district. The masses in Upper Silesia have not been suffi-

ciently informed of our attitude in the national question -and of
the nature of the revolutionary solution of the crisis. The Party
has also failed to oppose with sufficient energy the concrete evi-
dences of national oppression. Insufficient attention is paid to
the distribution of our literature in German both in Upper Silesia
and in the Memel district. This explains to some extent the fact
that the membership of the Polish Communist Party in Upper
Silesia has dropped. Whilst achieving undoubted successes on
other fields, the Polish Party has achieved very little in the
struggle against nationalism, and therefore this struggle is one of
its most urgent present tasks.

The influence and the activity of our Party in theé national-
revolutionary movements in Western Ukraine and West White
Russia have also decreased. National-socialist inﬂuenbe has 'in-
creased in both these districts, and a fierce anti-Soviet campaign
has been conducted without meeting with sufficient resistance
from our Party. The Western Ukraihian Communist Party is the
weakest part of the Polish Party organisation, and the Central
Committee of the Polish Party must pay increased attention to
this question. In particular, attention must be given to the state
of the Communist intellectuals, whose ranks in Western Ukraine
are weakened by the preserce of all sorts of doubtful individuals.
The intellectuals come mostly from nationalist circles and in
many cases they still maintain their former connections with these
circles. There has been insufficient watchfulness in this question
in Western Ukrainia, in West White Russia, and even in the Polish
Party itself.

The recently-exposed attempts of the class enemy to dxsrupt
even the leading bodies of our Party orgamsatlons in Western
Ukraine, West White Russia and in Poland itself, must serve as a
lesson for all sections of the Communist International, because the
class enemy may adopt these tactics in other countries also,
particularly in view of the growing danger of imperialist war.
Other sections of the Party in the Baltic States have also suffered
in a similar fashion.

-The peasant insurrection in Central Galicia last summer
brought 100, 000 peasants into action and was the biggest peasant
revolt since the fqundation of bourgeois Poland. This revolt opens
up a new era in the reyolutionary peasant movément and is of grea.t.
mternatxonal 51gmﬁcance Our Party played a great rolé in pre-
paring the ground for the revolt ahd took 4 direct part in it; but it
did not succeed in securing the leadership. It was caught napping
by the spontaneous outbreak. The Party organisations‘in the
districts concerned showed themselves incapable of reaction with
the niecessary revolutionary energy and initiative to the events. Our
local organisations underestimated the importance of the movement:
and ‘joined in only under pressure from above. One of the ‘factors
makmg for the weakness of our local organisations is the laek of
large industrial centres.

‘The events have shown that spontaneous risings on the-part of
the . masses are possible even where they are least expécted and
therefore our local orgamnisations must be trained to react immedi-
ately to such events eveh without instructions from above. This
applies to other countries also.

The Central Committee of the Polish Party and the Cracow
District Committee reacted efficiently and rapidly, but it connot be
said that everything possible was done.. Whilst the. bourgeoisie
rapidly organised its forces to meet the revolt and police were sent
into the affected districts from all parts of ‘Poland to suppress the
revolt, our Party organisations did nothing to organise a counter-
mobilisation and send support into the areas affected. No attempts
were made to organise local peasant committees, not to speak of the
organisation of a centralised leadership. Even at a point when the
police were compelled to withdraw completely from:the affected
area and no State authority existed there at all our comrades made
no attempt to organise peasant committees.

Only the active support of the peasants by the workers, and
vice-versa, can offer a basis for an effective -alliance, and’ without
such an alliance victory is impossible. There have already.been
numerous instances where peasants- have ‘intervened to support
fighting workers, for instance, in' Hainovka and Bielostock, but up
to the present we have seen no organised and effective support
given to the peasants by the workers. At the instance of our Party
many workers adopted solidarity resolutions, but this was:'not
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enough. Much more should have been done to support such a
serious revolt, all the more so as the peasants expected it. The
workers in the Dombrova industrial basin should have been
mobilised, delegations of workers should have been sent to the
fighting. peasants and vice-versa. In this way a heavy blow could

have been dealt at the “ Narodniki” fascists, who are doing their
best to divide the workers and peasants.

All these questions are of very great importance for all sections
of the C.I., and they should receive thorough treatment in the
Party press (Applause.)

Comrade Tzkhakaya (C.P.S.U.)

The 111ega1 status of many sections of the C.I. gives rise to a
new situation calling for the application of new methods of revolu-
tionary work for the triumphant Bolshevik victory in the struggle
against our savage class enemy. We must, even under the terrorism
of the fasclst bourgeoisie, skilfully utilise the shghtes’c legal possi-
bility . for ecarrying on revolutlonary work. We must always stand
at the head of the masses in all their actions—great and small—
beginning with strikes, hunger -marches and all kinds of protests
and demonstrations of -the workers in the factories, and of the
agricultural workers and all proletarian and semi-proletarian ele-
ments in-the towns-and in the rural districts. It is particularly
important to-day. to have strong. cadres .steeled and politically
traimed, especially -the intermediary functionaries. It is these
intermediate cadres which link up the Party with the masses.

Before the-open fascist dxctatorshlp in Germany, the weakness
of‘our Parties was particularly evident in the lack of strong organis-
ahonal contacts in-the: 1ead1ng branches ef the economic life, in the
large enterprxSes It is not easy- to grasp'the necessity of all forms
of work and struggle in these leading enterprises, and this necessity’
is net Sumcxently understood - to-day, even in a number of leading
countties (such as“thé“U:s. A.and England), where: the work is for
the - most- part - restrictéd 'to revolutionary demonstrations ' and

"hunger marches S But to-day, m the new sn;uation <O1¥ the eve of

[P S S 4

Before and since the tlme of the National Conference ‘of the
LL.P. _Gmld of Youth, where a resolution was unanimously passed
to a.pproach the Y.CIL. with'a view to establishmg a working agree-
ment on the revolutlonary struggles “of the young workers in
Britain, we have conducted a very good actlvxty thh the member-
shlp for the realisation of this.

. Although the numerical strength of this ‘organisation’ is very
small we should not -underestimate the 1mportance of wxnmng
them. It will be a blow against “Left” reformism in Britain; a
strengthening  of the League and Party; and a big defeat for
Trotskyism, not only in Britain, but throughout the world, because
the ILP.-in Britain is in the centre of Trotskyist act1v1t1es at the
present time.

Comrade Gallacher in his speech at this Plenum, has said that
he and the Central Committee of our Party are against the slogan
of “a Y.C.L. factory cell alongsxde every Party cell ” as a fighting
slogan of the Y.C.L., and bring forward the following arguments:—

(1) That it is not a mass slogan. The Y.C.L. do not say it is a
mass-slogan, but that the act1v1ty in carrying out this slogan means
mass activity.

(2) That this is a mechanical slogan. Why do our Party com-
rades look upon -this as a mechanical slogan? It is the Party
comrades, in our opinion, who have a mechanical conception of this
slogan.

It should be understood that while a slogan may be general in
its wide application, we -have also to make. it concrete and
particular. From:this the Party and League membership. will be
able to understand how they have no conduct activity among the
youth and build revolutionary and Communist youth organisations.

(3) There are many antagonisms existing now between the
Party and the League-in Britain, but it is because of the absence of
Party work among the youth.

Only a few.years ago we had ‘a sxtuatlon of entire separate
organisations; and in many districts members of the Y.C.L. could
not-even hold meetings in the Party premises, because of the exist-
ing antagonisms between the Party and the Y.C.L. As a whole, the
relations between the Y.C.L. and the Party have recently greatly
improved.

Lomrade Spence (Y CL England) | ; ‘

decisive battles, this is not sufficient for a- leading revolutionary
Party, such as we must have in every capitalist country.

Of course, we have to continue-at once a ruthless struggle
against the social democrats, especially against their “ Left ” wings,
which are protecting and rescuing capitalism.

This calls for the following measures:—

(1) Each Party must be better equipped ideologically with a
Marxist-Leninist approach, and in the struggle on two fronts it
must be transformed, with the tool of self-criticism, into 2 mono-
lithic structure.

(2) While maintaining a skilful centralisation and carrying on
strictly conspirative work, the Party must be decentralised by the
building up of strong local organisations.

(3) In all the. da1ly revolutionary work. from day to day illegal
work must be linked up with legal ‘work, whereyer there is the
slightest possmlhty. And this possmxhty always exxsts

“4) We ‘must be professional revolutlomsts and not spare. our-
selves in revolut;onary work. - Byt at the same time we must avoid
arrest as far as poss1ble by shifting workers, from places where the
class enemy is likely to, discover them out into other districts. "'That
is what we did in_the Revolution of 1905 and in the following two
revolutions, with much fewer cadres. And we won. We' will win
with you in the other five-sixths of the world, first of’ all I beheve 1n
Germany, Chlna and Japan (Applause)

At the bas‘ls of t];us attltude and pos1t1qn was the had somal
demoeratic: traditions. existing in our Party, and their contmued
existence: even to this-day in some locals is greatly. helped. byrour
social democratic forms of organisation; because the existence of
loose branch:organisations is not in line with the role whlch our
League must play-in the struggles of the youth.

It should be said at this Plenum that the British Party is not
sufficiently endeavouring -to- carry out the decisions of recent
Plenums in regard to youth work. We have a situation in many.
parts of. the country where the Party, instead of working for the
realisation of League organisation alongside the Party organisation;
are actually merging the League with the Party. While I do not
say that this is a deliberate policy of liquidation of the League, it
is in practice a denial of the importance and role of the League.

Therefore, the Central Committee of our Party should take the
following steps to improve its work amongst the masses of young
workers, and strengthen the Party leadership and organisation of
the Y.CL.:— - )

(1) Politically struggle within the ranks of the Party against
all weaknesses and incorrect tendencies on the part of the leading
organs and units of the Party to the question of youth activity and
the building. of a mass Y.C.L. and to really struggle for a League
cell alongside every Party -cell.

(2) The Central Committee should hear a report at its first
meeting after the Y.C.I. Plenum, and on the basis of its decisions
and the: decisions of the Thirteenth Plenum of the E.C.C.I take
practical measures for-directing the work of the. League to the
masses of young workers.

¢3) In doing so the Party should give chief attention to assist-
ing the League, and the Party orgamsatlons themselves carrying
out spec1ﬁc youth activity.

(4) That the Party and the Y. C L. should regard this activity
as one of the most effective means of struggle against the cam-
paign in the Labour Party amongst the youth, drawing the masses
of the Labour League of Youth into the anti-war fight and away
from the Labour Party.

(5) The Party must give greater assistance tp the Y. CL in 1ts
task of winning the membership of the IL.P. Guild -of Youth for
conditional affiliatien to the Young Communist International.
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Comrade Petkov (Greece)

The fascist organisations in Greece are showing increasing
activity. The Communist Party and the revolutionary trade
unions are mobilising the working class in the struggle against
fascism and they have met with certain successes. In Salonica, for
instance, successful protest. strikes of one hour or half-an-hour were
organised in the tobacco factories against the murderous activities
of the local fascists. Further, mass demonstrations and.protests
were organised in all towns throughout the country, particularly in
Piraeus, Athens, Larissa, and Kavalla. = Political and anti-fascist
slogans were adopted by the workers in numerous economic
struggles.

,However, the antr-fascrst work of the Party and the unions is
not’ entirely satisfactory and the most important deficiencies are:—

(1) The political anti-fascist strikes: which have been organised
are not in proportion to the rapidity of development of fascism and
bear no effective relation. to the number of economic struggles

(2) The Party has not yet organised any effective. work within
the fascist organisations themselyes. ..Our press- ‘does not react
energetically enough to the chauvmrst propaganda and the dema-
gogy of the fascist organisations.

(3) Although the Party decided months ago to form anti-
fascist mass organisations, this has not yet been dohe. The few
anti-fascist organisations which exist are sectarian in character and
unstable.

" (4) The Party and the-unions do not expose sufﬁmently the
assistance rendered by the reformists to the development of fas-
cism. They have not succeeded in winning the broad masses of -the
reformist and unorganised workers for a united front anti-fasecist
struggle. . .

- (5) The work:- of the Party for the mobillsation of the masses:to
protect the oppressed national minorities from-the attacks of fas-
cism is insufficient. This applies-in particular to-the Jews, who are
threatened. with a repetition of the pogroms which took place in
1931.

© (6) The Party has ‘hot succeeded in carrying the antl-fasmst
struggle-into the factories and amongst the transport workers, and
it has also failed to connect up the economic struggle of the workers
with the anti-fascist struggle.:..

" The Greek beurgeoisie is now arming fevenshly for war. Evr-
denece of this 'is offered -by the-poliey of ‘economic autarchy, the
increased activity of the srmament industry and the mcreased
armament propaganda in the bourgeois: press

Loyal to its international prmmples ‘our Party conducts a per-

sistent str'uggle agamst these war -préparations and -our -press
carries on an umntertupted campaign of enlightenment concerning
these preparations Our work in the army has increased and our
strength-also. Every day our central organ publishés two columns of
letters from soldiers-and sailers.” However, with isolatéd exceptions;
We have ‘not yet succeeded in connecting ‘up the partial struggles of
the workers and of the unemployed with the struggle against war.
our ‘anti-war work is_still too weak, particularly in the ‘War indus-
tries themselves and’ amongst the transport workers. “We did not
succeed in organising even one action on the part of the transport
workers against” the sending of mrhtary equlpment to Japan. Our
work in this respect must be strengthened, as also must our co-
operatxoh wrth the other Communist Parties of the Balkans.
o Thé ‘situation of the working class and of the toilers in general
has. detenorated this year. The wages of’ the seamen have been
forced down by about 30 per cent. The unemployment support won
by the workers-in hard struggles has been practically “abolished.
In the rural areas the activities of the bailiffs have become a mass
phenomenon. .

The working class has offered energetic resrstance to the at-
tacks made upon it. In the first nine months of 1933 no less than
337 strikes took place as compared with 199 in 1932, The number of
striking - workers involved reached 60,000. The most important
strike took place in Kavalla, where the workers occupied the fac-
tories. This struggle began as a strike amongst the tobacco
workers and then developed into a local general strike with the
enthusiastic support of the overwhelming inass of the population
and solidarity strikes took place in all the most important tobacco
centres.

An important feature .of the strike struggles in 1933 Was the
increasing role played by the revolutionary unions. - 237 of the 337

strikes, or 70 per cent., were led by the revolutionary unions, whilst
in 1932 only 117 strikes, or 58 per cent. were under the control of the
revolutionary unions. 40,000 workers took part in the strikes under
the control of the revolutionary unions as compared with 31, 500 in
1932.

’ Apart from the growing strike movement amongst the workers,
there have also.been strikes amongst the artisans in Kavalla and
Xanthi and amongst the employees of the ‘motor-bus company in
Athens.. There was also a strike of umve_rsrty students and some
very important actions on the part of the State employees. ...

During the last three months of 1933 the strike movement ex-
tended rapidly. - An-important feature is that the movement is
setzing on decisive sections of the proletariat despite all the efforts
of the reformists to prevent the outbreak of strikes A. political
mass strike took place in- Alexandropel under Communist leader-
ship. Big class struggles are maturing in Greece and the Party and
the unions are mobilising their forces to organise these sectional
strikes and prepare the way for a political general strike.

The Party was able to achieve these successes, thanks to the
assistance rendered by the Communist International in 1931 in the
liquidation of the unprincipled fractional struggle which had
shaken the Party for two years. Party discipline was restored and
a merciless struggle conducted against both Right and “ Left ” wing
deviations. In its whole policy and activity the Party is guided by
the -appeal of the Executive Committee of the  €.I. and the
directions -of - the Twelfth Plenum. ' However, the :-Party is not
blinded by the suceesses which it has achieved and it is well aware
of its failings. Owing to the insufficiency 'of the work of the Party
in stressing the political nature of strike actions’ there was a great
disproportion between ponticaT and economic strikes. Despite the
increasing role played by our revolutionary Unions, many strikes
devéloped spontaneously and were led by us only after their out-
break. And finally, we did not succeed in erganising the sectional
strike movements into one powerful and effective whole. o

It would be a great error to assume from the fact that our own
influence is increasing that we have therefore necessa.rily caused
any decisive weakeriing of reformist influence and that in conse-
quence the work ‘for the destruction of the mass ‘basis of soc1al
fascism is now no longer so 1mportant

Thg situation in this respect is rather peculiar in, Greece m that
there is no social democratic party The mdwrdual ‘social fa,sast
trade union leaders who came forward as candldates for parhament
at the last elections in September, 1932, received hardly a thousand
votes throughout the country, but, nevertheless they have great in-
fluence on the workers and contrel the. umons of the demswe sec-
tions of the proletariat (rarlwaymen dockers sqamen, metal work-
éts, electrical wor'kers, ete.). On the one hand we achieved. suc-
cesses in weakempg thelr mﬁuence, we won the maJonty in im-
portant trade unions,, for instance, the postal employees and the
tramwaymen in Athens and theé téxtile workers in -Piraeus, but.on
the other hand, we lost control of two important unions, the gas
workers in Athens and the miners in Aliverion. .. -

"The Party recognises , the -correctness: of the appeal ocﬁ the
ECC 1. concerning. the. umted front, but it has not - suceceeded in
utilismg it sufficiently.to carry the umted front 1nto the factones
and expose the reformists. Negotiations were conduygted with the
reforrmst leaders, but they were net accompamed by; the neeessary
work amongst the masses: .

. At the moment an attempt is being made by the social fasmsts
jointly. with the agrarran party, to win the radicalising masses by
forming a new “ Left” Party. That represents a serious danger for
us and it must be countered by an intensification of our enlighten-
ment work. At the same fime the Party must not neglect its
struggle against the government and against the reckless demagogy
of the bourgeocis opposition.

Since last August we have succeeded in organising a series of
actions in the rural areas against the activities of the bailiffs in
their efforts .to distrain for overdue taxes, etc. Many thousands
were embraced by these actions. Twenty strikes of landworkers
have taken place, embracing about 2,000 workers. Cases of land
seizure by the peasants are on the. increase. However, in general
these actions are more or less spontaneous and the Party work in
the rural areas is not in accordance with: the favourable situation,
existing there. One of the results of this is the disproportion. be-
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tween the strike movement in the towns and the movement in the
rural areas. The work of our village cells is not good and in-
sufficient attention is belng paid to the immediate demands of the
peasants.

There has also been considerable confusion in the Party con-
cerning the comphcated question of seeking allies for the prole-
tariat from amongst the population of the rural areas. The Party
must now fundamentally improve its work in the rural areas and
conduct a great campaign of enlightenment among its members
concérning the character of the bourgeois-democratic revolution
and 'its speedy development into a proletarian revolution. Basing
itself on the landworkers and the village poor, the Party must seek
to establish the hegemony of the proletariat in an alliance with the
main masses of the rural population. :

- Qur work amongst the unemployed is sporadic and is.conducted
usually during the winter only.- In the first eight months of 1933,
159 actions were carried out by the unemployed workers, and 45,000
workers took part-in them. However, despite these gains we have
not succeeded ‘in organismg permanent comtmttees of the uném-
ployed workeérs. >

The chief weakness of the Party and the unions is the lack of

Comrade

. .The draft thesis declares very correctly that: ¢ Fasclsm 1s try—
ing to secure a mass basis of monopolist capital ‘and to -consoli-
date and- forge this. mass basis by winning the petty bourgeoisie
and approachmg the restlve peasantry.” I—Iowevexf the. fact that
fascssm is trying to win the peasantry does not mean- ‘that the
peasantry is the basis of fascism, that social support,-that class
or. classes whose interests fascism reflects or defends. And, further,
it, -uoes ‘not follow with, fatalistic mewtabﬂlty that the peasantry
is’ destmed to ‘be the prey of fascism. The support of fascism .in
the vulage is the rich peasantry.. The toiling peasantry, like the
proletanat is a,n exploited class. oppressed by the fasmst dmtator—
sh1p
. The toxhng peasantry is quite able to resist the fasmst offen-
sive, prowd.mg that the Commumst Party does ‘not neglect  its
work in the rurél areas and providing that it succeeds in winning
the Worklng peasants for an alliance w1th the proletanat along
Leninist lines. = The example offered by Poland and Bulgaria
affords ample proof of“this. Further, wherever fascism has. estab-
lished’ its dlctatorshxp the process of d1s111us10nment has begun
among ‘the peasantry :

The chief task of the Communist Party in the rural areas is
to expose ‘the capxtahst and feudal character of fascism to the
working peasants and to win them for the proletarian struggle
against ‘fascism. The class struggle must be developed between
the lanidworkers and the landowners, between the poor peasants
and the" landowners between the small-scale producers and their
exploiters; the ‘banks, the trusts, -the speculators and the usurers.
The toiling peasants must be moblhsed in a struggle for their
immediate ‘daily démands.

In all countries fascism adopts a more or less peasant mask,
and the most important sections of its economlc programme refer
to agriculture. The openly fascist party in France calls itself an
agrarian and peasant party. - Dollfuss, the fascist dictator of
Austria, is the leader of a peasant party which calls itself the
christian-social party. Fascism in Czechoslovakia is being carried
out by a government in which the leading role is played by an
agrarian party. - The fascist dictatorship in Bulgaria is main-
tained by the “people’s bloe,” whose most powerful group is a
“peasant league.”

When the fascist seizure of power was still a long way off,
Hitler even issued the “revolutionary” slogan of the “seizure of
the land by the peasants without compensation.” Later on, when
this slogan promised to become dangerous to the rich landowners,
it was deleted from the programme. However, even after this
exposure, the fascist agrarian programme retained its demagogic
and deceptive character. Even now the national socialists pro-
mise the peasants land, but in the East and at thé’ expense of
Soviet Ukraine. The'land policy of the German fascists rests on
their policy of war and intervention against the Soviet Union.
They hope thereby to guide the struggle of the German peasants
against the landowners into the channel of their counter-revolu-
tionary anti-Soviet policy.

any close connection with the workers in the big factories. -Another
unsatisfactory feature is the disproportion between the influence of
the Party and its organisational strength, for instance, in Athens
we received 10,000 votes, but the circulation of our Party organ
reaches no more than 2,000, whilst we have only 400 organised
members in the town.

We have very much to do. We must intensify our fight against
reformism, strengthen our groups in the big fac‘ories, prepare the
Party ideologically and organisationally for the approach of
illegality, and intensify our anti-fascist and anti-war struggle. Our
work in the rural areas, amongst the women, and amongst the
oppressed nationalities must be radically improved and we must
afford greater -support to the Young Communist League and make
it into a real mass organisation. We must work for the ideological
and organisational - development of our Party and continue a
merciless struggle against all deviations for the Bolshevist con-
solidation and unity of the Party. Only in this way shall we be able
to win the majority of the working class, establish an alliance with
the peasant masses and the national minorities under the hegenony
of the proletariat and set up the revolutmnary democratic dictator-
ship of the working class and the peasantry.: "(Applause.)

Kolarov

When they were in the “opposition” the German. fascists
conducteg a demagogic agitation against taxation, against- dis-
traint . and against forced auctions, and they even .took part in
collisions between; the peasantry and. the.authorities. To-day:the
German. fascists: utilise the State apparatus in order to compel
the peasants to pay their taxes voluntarily, and at the same time
they blame “ Jewish -capital” and the “Marxists ”:for the burden
of. taxation in . order. to:-conceal the  plundering..of -the State
ireasury by the:rich -agrarians:and -the imdustrialists.-- A new
mancguvre has. taken the place of the old,.and it is: more dlfﬁcult
to expose.

.Another important point-in the fascist agrariam programme
is. the-“increased -profitability..of agrieuiture - by  autarchy and
by . the “breaking of interest slavery.” However, the demagogic
deceit of the fascist agricultural programme is completely exposed
by its actual agriculfural pelicy. When the German fascists came
to'power they reduced the mortgage obligations of the landowners
and-saved many of them from bankruptey -by . subsidies from the
State treasury. The landowners.and rich peasants were given .the
free use of the labour power of unemployed workers, and in this
way the ‘profitability of capitalist agriculture was actually in-
creased, -By.introducing high import duties on agncultural im-
ports, regulamng agricultural - productxon and distribution, the
fascists did in fact increase the proﬁts of the landowners and rich
peasants, TFhe. masses of -the toiling peasantry, however, suﬂered'
still further 1mpovenshment and oppression. The increase of
agricultural import duties, and the resultant increase in the cost
of living,. still; further decreased the. capacity of the home market,
caused the production of wheat to drop and hit the masses of the
poor and middle peasantry.

The.working peasants are .already feehng the effects of the
national socialist “peasant” policy, and. the dxsmumonment is
growing rapidly. . Mass agitation for the ‘fulfilment of the fascist
promises to the peasants is growing. Demonstrations,’ and even
collisions, have taken place and many members of the  fascist
Storm Troops have been found on the side of the peasants. This
situation offers favourable ground for the development of Com-
munist_agitation.

° Particular attention must be paid to the landworkers who
have been’'degraded into little more than the serfs of the rich
landowners. The organisation of these workers and the organisa-
tion of strikes on the big estates represent the most important
task “bf - the Communists in the rural areas. Another very im-
portant task is the organisation of the struggle of the landless
and poor ‘peasants against land rents and for the distributiont’of
land.-

Our Party must expose ‘the real character of the fascist agri-
cultural programme to the peasants, and, above all, our Party
must show the peasants that their fellow-peasants in Soviet
Ukraine, the land which the fascist agrarian robbers of Germany
covet, have demonstrated the only way in which the peasants can
obtain the land—namely, by the overthrow of the landowners and
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capitalists, the establishment of the Soviet power, the confiscation
of the. large estates, together with all agricultural machinery and
other inventory, and their - distribution without charge amongst
the landless and poor peasants.

In those districts where small-scale peasant production pre-
dominates the Communists must seize on the growing indignation
of the poor peasants against the burden of taxation, against the
“voluntary sacrifices” imposed upon them, against the ruthless
depression of -prices by the trusts and their agents the rich
peasants, and against the fascist “peasant leaders” who are the
open agents of the rich landowners and the usurers.

It is also of very great importance to expose the real nature
of the autarchy programme of the fascists. The peasants must
be shown that their alleged emancipation from dependence on
the world economic system means the limitation of production,
the destruction of productive forces and the lowering of the in-
come of the working peasantry, with a view to the preparation of
imperialist war and intervention’in the interests of the German
imperialists and landowners.

"The slogans set up by the German C.P. for the work in the
rural areas are inh accordance with the urgent needs of the ‘work-
mg peasants ‘and if the Communists develop a persistent and self-
sacnﬁcmg struggle they will succeed in mobilising the rural areas
for the struggle against fascism. The capitulation of the social
fascists to fascism has severely damaged their influence in the
rural areas. The defection of the peasant leaders into the fascist
camp has further cleared the way for the Communist Party. The
situation is developing’ t0 such an extent that the C.P. is becoming
the ‘only Party not only for the workers but also for the workmg
peasants. '

In France ‘*he centre point of fascist agxtatlon is the pnce of
agrlcultural commodities in general, and for grain in particular.
TH¥" French fascists of ‘the “ agrarian and peasant party ” have
grasped the great rmportance of this question for the masses of
the small-scale producers Tast summer the French government
introduted a demagogic Taw ﬁxmg the price of grain at 115 francs

per hectolitre. Our Party eéxposed this deceptlon of the peasants
in its press and- in parhament and showed that the speculators
and the trusts’ would never respect this law.: It was not long
before-the pronhecles of the Commumsts were shown 10 be cor-
rect. - The millers and thé speculators dehberately ignore the
fiked price and the government-does nothlng, ‘but,’ Unfortunately,
our 'Party i$ not sufﬁclently in touch with the peasant movemneit
which ©'is rapidly springing up against the capltahsts and  the,
government. It has not afforded sufficienit support to the .pedsants,
The ‘Communists must guide the struggle of the peasants ‘Into re-
volutiohary-channels and direct it agamst ‘the capltahsts the rich
landowners and their Joint instrument, the caprtahst State. .

The French GP.-i§ faced with the Right-wing opportunist
danger of letting this question ‘develop into parliamentary - and
Tegalist: channels under- social-fascist pressure ‘or of ‘succumbing
to the influence of tHe rich peasants. | d‘f"lswe struggle must be
conducted against this Right-wing danger which is ‘the ' chief
danger at the present moment. The”Party must concentrate on
the landworkers and on the poor peasants, and it must not close
its eyes to the real mass struggle in the rural areas. If the C.P.

remains passive on the ground that the slogan of the working
peasants: “ We’ll pay in grain or not at all!” is inacceptable, then
it will isolate itself from the peasant masses and weaken the re-
sistance of the latter to the demagogy of the fascists, as:-well as
losing those positions it has won in certain districts through the
establishment of a united front between workers and peasants.

The growing danger of fascism in rural France must not be
underestimated. This danger is intensified by the fact that the
indignant and angry peasantry fail in most cases to recognise the
industrial proletariat and its Party as their natural ally in the
struggle against capitalist exploitation, and as a result-fall into
the toils of the fascist demagogues.

Under pretext of a struggle against the trusts and the specu-
lators the fascists are inciting the peasants against Marxism ”
and “collectivism,” and against the subordinate officials and em-
ployees, whose income the government is trying to reduce still
further with the assistance- of the “social fascists.. The C.P. will
be able to foil these manceuvres -of the national and social fascists
only if it takes up the cause of the working peasants with deter-
mination and supports, organises and leads-their fight for better
prices ‘and ‘leads it into anti—capitalist' and anti-imperialist
channels. ) '

The Polish C.P. has made great progress with regard to the
work in the rural areas, but its ‘attitude in the questlon of agri-
cultural prices cannot, be considered as satisfactory. It has done
nothing effective to gain the leadership of the’ movement to boy-
cott the markets It has left the field to the people’s party, which
explo1ts the dissatisfaction of the peasants to incite them agamst
the proletariat and against its Party. “The Party must defeat its
most dangercus enemy in the rural areas, the fascists of the
people s party, in this question of agncultural prices.

The Japanese fasmsts are’ paying cons1derab7e attentlon to
the Tural _areas. The’ critical situation in the Japanese 'villages,
the revolu ‘o’msatlon of the starving tehant-holders and peasants
and the mcreasmgly frequent ralds oon rice dépots, etc represent
the key to the “peasant prograrnfne ” of the Japanese fascxsts
The war is aggravating the situatlon and accelerating the deve-
lopment of tHe revolutionary CI‘lSlS, and thereforé one of the most
urgent tasks-of thé Japanese fascists is to drivé a wedge between
towttand’ country,’ 6 win the weakér links i the backward yil-
lages for ‘faseism and to mclte the peasantry agamst the revolu-
tionary proletarrat T

The“Japanese CB. is'a small Pa.rty, but it does not neglect

the work in the villages. However, it must utilise the existing
possibilities still further and intensify 1ts mass ‘work amongst the
peasants and the tenant—holders ’
TA revrew of thé ‘situation in the rural areas after four years
of - mtense agncultural crisis shows that .the masses of the
peasantry in"all capltahst countries are in a state of violent in-
drgrration agairnist the existing” order The atmosphere in the
rural areas is pregnant with revolutronary revolt against the ruling
class ‘and t‘herr governments The situation.in the rural areas is
one of the factors making for the speedy’ development of the
revolutionary: crisis‘and  the entry of the capitalist world into a
new cycle of wars and revolutions. (Applause.)

‘Comrade Kostanyan | (Communist Fractionr of the R.LL.U.)

The strike struggles of 1933 were remarkable for their inten-
sity and bitterness. In Poland and Spain some strikes lasted
three and even nine months. They were also characterised by
the rapidity with which local struggles developed into district and
even general strikes. They were in general offensive in character
and usually successful. Another remarkable point was the in-
creasing political tendency (particularly in Poland, Bulgaria, Gerr
many, and even France) and the increasing role played hy.the
Communist Parties and the revolutionary trade unions or trade
umon oppositions.

In considering the character of the strike struggles in the
present period we must not forget that the conditions created by
the crisis, the intransigence of the employers, supported by State
terrorism, have made the position of the workers still more diffi-
cult. In most countries a strike under present-day circumstances
is a much more difficult matter, demanding greater determina-
tion and courage than ever before.

The organisational consolidation of the revolutionary trade
unions remains behind the increase of their political influence,
even more than is the case with the sections of the Communist
International, but the weakness is not only organisational. The
revolutionary unions and oppositions are lagging behind the deve-
lopment of events. It is urgently necessary that the Communist
Parties, the revolutionary trade unions and the revolutionary
trade union oppositional movements - should - react swiftly and
effectively to all changes in the situation, that they should keep
up with the development of the class struggle, and that they
should put.forward the necessary slogans and demands and use
the necessary forms and methods demanded by the developing
situation. Without this we shall not be able to follow the policy
of independent leadership in economic struggles successfully.

Following on the last plenary session of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Red International of Labour Unions in 1932 the
work of the German section deteriorated eonsiderably, particu-
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larly with regard to the activity in the factories. In England our
Scottish miners’ union has lost ground. The main cause of our
failure lies in the neglect of the work within the reformist and
other unions. The experience of recent years has proved con-
clusively that the suggestion that we should concentrate our trade
union work -chiefly upon the unorganised and unskilled workers
is-utterly wrong.

.. In England our comrades have -still not got over their ten-
dency to neglect the work in the reformist unions, although this
is really the only possible form of ‘revolutionary trade union work.
In no other way will the British Communist Party be able to
remedy its chronic isolation from. the masses of the workers, and
in no other way will it be possible for us to create a revolutionary
trade umon opposition. | Fortunately -this work has now begun,
and certam successes—the rank and file movements—have been
obtalned partlcularly amongst .the rallwaymen and the busmen.
The opp051t10nal railwaymen’s movement has 200 branches and a
firm, foothold in 25 nnportant ‘railway .depots. The movement
issues its own’ organ, “The Raxlway Vigilant,” which has a cir-
culation of 10,000 copies.. The rank and file movement amongst
the busmen has a firm foothold in 25 garages and four tramway
depots, and about 50 per cent of the busmen (15,000) are behind
the movement. A strike of 13,000 busmen was organised in Lon-
don against the will of the reformist officials. Last December the
moverment, won five out of six seats in the elections for the bus-
men’s section of the union. . The rank and file candidates received
12,335 ‘votes as_against 4,244 for the reformist candidates. The
organ issued by the busmen’s rank and file movement has a cir-
culation of from 10,000 to 12,000 copies. The central organ of the
opposrtlonal trade union movement, ¢ The Trade Umon Mrhtant .
has a circulation of about 20,000 copies.

The chief Wweakness of the rank and file movement is that the
Communist Party does net give an effective lead, most Commun-
ists take no part in the movement, there are no Communist
fractwns in the movement, and not enough is being’ done to over-
comé thie doubts which exist here and there as to the correctness
of workmg ‘within the reformlst unions.

In Prance the revolutlonary trade union federatlon (C G T.U.)
does practxca]‘.ly no .work at all within the reformlst and other
unions . and, no fractlons have. been- organised - in such, unions,
although the ground is becoming increasingly favourable for such
work. ~However, desplte the express instructions of the R.IL.U.,
this work has not, recelved the necessary attentlon on the pa.rt of
the‘CGTU o

In. Spam the opposxtronal work in the. reformxst VQRI ha.s
a considerably better foothold than in the C.N.T., and our sup-
porters do not yet realise the mgmﬁcance of the work in the latter
body: Our supporters do” not work for a united front w1th the
anarcho—syndlcahst woikeérs with sufﬁclent energy, excusmg them-
selves on" ‘the ground of the terrorism of the ana,rcho—syndma.hst
leaders. our Spamsh comrades are inclined to overestlmate the

dechhe of the reformist and’ ana,rcho-syndmahst unions, e.lthough,
Part1-\_

here and there’ the VORI has even. won new members.
cularly regrettable is the fact that certain.unions which have left
the V.O.R.I. have nct come to us, but have remained autonomous
or have fallen under thé influence of the CNT. On the other
hand, unions which have left the C.N.T. have even gone over to
the V.OR.I. Of the fourteen unions which left the V.OR.I in
Cordova, not one came over t6 us. However, during-the past few
months the work of our Spanish comrades has been improving.
‘In the United States the work inthe reformist. unions s still
in its infaney, thanks.to the oppartunist underestimation of this
work which prevailed in_ the Communist. Party, although in the
past six months the American Federation -of Labour has won

500,000 .new members, and an oppositional movement is developing.

within the A.F. of L. According to the statements of our American
comrades, the Trade Union Unity League runs from 300 to 400
oppositienal branches. The autonomous unions have grown tre-
mendously of late, but the revolutionary work, in them is only
just beginning. The most important of the independent unions
have about 146,000 -members, but only a section of these (30,000
we are told) are under the-influence of the Trade Union Unity
League. ‘The chief weaknesses of the work in the United States
are: the incorrect idea of a section of our leaders that the A.F.
of L. no longer leads strikes, and that it is collapsing, an incorrect
attitude towards the members of the A.F. of L., who are called
“ aristocrats of labour” and regarded -as hopeless, and the idea

that the tasks of the revolutionary unions and those of a revolu-
tionary opposition in the reformist unions are not compatible.

In Czechoslovakia the revolutionary unions have any coensider-
able influence only amongst the carpenters, the motor drivers, and
the food workers. Our positions in the reformist unions are very
weak. .‘The reformist unions have won new members in recent
years and organise decisive sections of the workers (metal workers,
railwaymen, miners, chemical workers, etc.). The ferment amengst
the reformist workers has been insufficiently utilised and oppor-
tunist errors have been made in the application of the united front
tactic. Practically no attempts have been made to lead mdepend-
ent economic and political strikes.

- ‘In Seandinavia also the work in the reformlst unions is’ very
weak Certain progress‘'has been made in this connection in the
Far East, and in particular in Japan, China, and Indla.

Events since the Twelfth Plenum of the E.C.C.I. show that
déspite the destructlon of the opportumst theories, both Right and
“Left” wing, there is still in practice an objection to and even
in some cases positive sabotage of the work in the reformist and
other unions. The majority of our officials, have still not grasped .the
fact that without powerful oppositional i groups within the reform-
ist unions we shall not be able to prevent reformist treachery. or
expose it, we shall not be able to extend our influence on the
masses of the workers still organised in thesé unions, and we shall
not be able to win them for the proletarian revolution. This work
is of particular importance at a time like the present, when the
Second: and Amsterdam Internationals are in decay. A stern
fight must be conducted against the illusion that the social demo-
cratic influence will destroy ‘itself without our struggle against it,
that the automatic result of the decay of the Amsterdam Inter-
national will bring the reformist workers streaming into our camp.

" Many of our comrades are unclear about the question of work
w1th1n the fascist unions and many doubt the necessity of this
work. However, in China and in Italy we have already seen good
results from this work. In Italy, where fascist unions enjoying a
complete monogpoly  exist, we have already lost valuable years.
Desplte all the advice and decisions of the C.I, and of the R 110,
our comrades have' grasped the necessity of this work very tarduy
However, the work is now proceeding gradually, and already we
have been.able to book successes. Our comrades in Italy have
even occasmnally refused to stand shoulder to shoulder with the
workers in ‘the fascist umons when they were fighting for their,
legal r1ghts, or they have ignored these struggles or- intervened
too late, . Forms and methods of work in the’ faseist unions have
still t6 bé found and our influence in them must receive a firm organis
sational basis. It is. an urgent task of the Communist. Party of
Italy and ‘of our.General Confederation of. La,bour to smash. .once
and for all the idea of boycottrng the fascist .unions.

Tms questlon 1s also of urgent sxgmﬁcanoe in Germany. Any
repetJ.L’lon ‘of our errors in Italy must-be prevented-from the VEry:
heglnnmg, In accordaoge with a decision of the German .Com-
munist Party our revolutionary trade union .opposition has.already.
taken up the extremely difficult. work w1th the.faseist unions with
a view to organising a revolutmnary opposrtxon and organising the
workers in 1ndependent class trade unions.

In Poland the work within the fascist umons is so weak that
it is practically negligible, although these unions enjoy mass influ-
ence in the armament industry and in certain State undertakings.

- There must be a change here if any success is t6 be achieved.

In China the Kuomintang and the yellow trade unions
résemble fascist unions, although they are not identical with them.
This"year for the first- time our:comrades made’ a really serious
attempt to penetrate into the yellow Kuomintang unions in
Shanghai, and - particularly  the tobacco and textile workers’
uniéns.© - The chief weakness of this work is that no' serious
attempt has been made to give our stccesses an organisational
basis, and that no attempt has been made to penetrate into the

yellow seamen’s union, particularly in the districts adjacent to
the Soviet areas.

Another reason for the insufficient progress of the revolution-
ary trade union work is that the reorganisation on the basis of
the factory has either niot been carried out at all or that the re-
organisation has been formal only. The latter is the case in
France, particularly among the miners. In many cases the re-
organisation has meant little more than giving the sections new
names. The officials of our movement have not yet grasped the
significance of the decision to reorganise on the basis of the fac-



No. 25

International Press Correspondence

651

tory, etc. They do not understand that in the present situation,
with fascist dictatorship in Germany and developing fascism in
other countries, this question is of decisive importance. If they
do not face it seriously now, when will they do so?

© But it is not merely a question of- formal reorganisation.
Neither our unions nor our oppositional movements react with
sufficient speed to the daily demands and needs of the workers.
The workers do not always find the necessary support from us
in their troubles, even when they are small: victimisation; etc. ‘A
very serious matter is that our comrades often do not realise that
thé partial demands of the workers must be linked up with the
general class struggle of the proletarlat and in the given situa-
tion with the work for the preparatlon of the struggle for the
proletarian dlctatorshlp, the struggle for power. Our plenary
session has put forward the struggle for power as the main
slogan, but this does not diminish the sighificance of the struggle
for partial demands; on the contrary, it”increases its importance
at a moment When capitalist society is oni the threshold of a new
¢ycle of wars and revolutxons

Democracy in our tradé¢ union organisations stiill exists on
paper only in many cases; it is often violated by administtation
from above. Our leading comrades still fail to grasp that this
gquestion is one of vital importance for our organisations and that
without real democracy: our: orgamsatlons cannot, and in: fa.ct do
not gmw : .-

Another questmn is that of the quality of our officials. For
the most part the quality is not in accordance with the magnitude
and the difficulty of the tasks facing us. A section of our officials
are still troubled with reformist tendencies. The work for the
training of our.officials is very poor. There must be a change in
this respect, for we need Bolshevist officials in our trade union
movement. Qur comrades very often forget that our best forces
must be drawn from the factories. In many cases insufficient
attention is paid to the question of drawing non-Party workers
into the leading work and our leading bodies are often composed
completely of Party comrades. This question must be taken up
seriously, . because without a firm body of non-Party -activists we
shall lose touch with the masses.

. Our trade uhion schools are not what they might be. Even
the R.IL.U. itself has not done éverything possible to. improve
this work. Our international trade union school will begin serious
work next year onlv

The final question of importance is the relation between Party
and: trade union. = Ther¢ are still misapprehensions concerning
this relation -amongst both- members of the Party and of the revo-
lutionary uriions, etc. -~ A very bad’ distortion of the -relation
bétween the two is that which makes no practical difference
between the two. ' The practical work in many of our trade union
‘organisations is exactly the same as that of the Party. In many
eases even the meimbership of the Party-and trade union organi-
sations is the same. Almost the whole of our trade union press
suffers from this purely formal and meehanical adoption of Com-
munist formulations, including-even our factory press. The result
is that almost no différence appears to exist between Party and
trade union and the latter looks like a pale reflection of the
former. This means that we have increased difficulties in winning
those workers who are not members of any party and are not
developed enough to join the C.P. Under such circumstances our
trade unien organisationrs must almost cease to be trade union
organisations at -all,‘and it is impossible for them to' fulfil their
task of ‘winning the masses of the erganised and the unorganised
social democratic, anarchist, syndicalist and other ‘worlkets for the
proléetarian revolutwn

“This lack. of understandmg for the difference between Party
a_nd trade union has even led to proposals to create a new sort of
preliminary organisation for workers who are not yet “advanced
enough” for the revolutionary trade unions. But the ‘revolution-
ary trade unions. are not advance-guard organisations in the
sense in: which -the Party is, they are not organisations
which embrace only the very best elements. The working class
has only one advance .guard, and that is the Communist Party,

which leads various mass organisations, including the revolution-
ary trade unions.

According to Lenin, the trade unions are the “elementary,
lowest and simplest ” organisations, easily open also to those “ who
are still full of bourgeois democratic prejudices,” and the proposal
for these preliminary organisations means that those making it
are not clear about the character of the unions.

Despite t-he,i_nstructions_, of the C.I. and the R.IL.U. for in-
creased work on the part of .the Communist Parties for the leader-
ship of the trade umons concerning the relation of Party to trade
union, and the neces51ty of forming Communist trade union frae-
tions, things have remained much as they were. Where such
fractions - exist, it is chiefly on paper. Another side of the same
error is that some trade union leaders try to avoid the leadership
of the Party and work on their own. Such tendencies have even
bhecome dangerqus where, for instance, Communist  trade union
leaders haye refused to carry out. instructions of the Party.
This phenomenon is a remnant of social democratic reformist,
traditions. The revolutionary .trade unions cannot work success-
fully without the constant leadership of the Party and the assist-
ance of the Communist fractions.. L

“Every' Commumst appomted by the Party for’ responsible
trade union work must be trained in the spirit of Bolshevist firm-
ness and 1rreconcnab1hty towards opportunism, he must bé an
energétic fighter for the Party line in the trade unions, and his
efficiency miist be measured by the ehergy with which he fights
against both Right and “Left” wing opportunism, whereby the
former is still the chief danger in the present $ituation. In this
connection the decision of the Presidium of the E.C.CI. and of
the Bureau of the Communist R.LL.U. fraction of the 20th March,
1932, “ On the work 1n the trade umon fracnons ”"must be borne
m mind:— R

. “The. ﬁght agamst the opposition in_ the revolutxonary

trade unions must be conducted .with other methods than

those used in the’ struggle against Right or ‘Left’ wing oppo-
sitions in the Party... . . The struggle must be carried on ex-
cluswely in frade union questions and questions of discipline
“and’ thhln the framework. of the .trade union statutes (natur-
- -ally, this presupposes the most determined struggle against
those Communjst officials in the trade unions who oppose the
carrying out of the Party line). A Dersistent and patient cam-
paign of enhghtemnent amongst the masses is more than ever
necessary in .the trade -unions. . ... The struggle against the
‘violation of trade- umon dlsc1p11ne must be carried on, above
all, by patient eﬁorts at conviction, and disciplinary ‘- measures
. should be used only 1n extreme cases, .and. even then solely on
" the hasis of trade umon democtacy. In the struggle against
. opposxtlon in the. revolutlonary trade union organisations we
" must therefore distinguish more than ever between leaders
and masses. Our task of isolating the leaders of the opposi-
., tion and, convmcmg the masses of their followers cannot be
P carned out . merely by simple accusa,tlons ©of reformism, or
o ana.rcho -syndicalism, but through per51stent ,and patlent en-
R ':hghtenment LI : S e

Unfortunately. ;ngt- all. those Communists who have been en-
trusted with the trade union work have-grasped the importance
of these instructions; and this is a great hindrance for the correct
carrying out of the Party line and for the defeat of opportunism
in the trade umons

o Our task is to earry the decisions of the C.I. and the R.IL.U.
concerning the trade union work into practice. We must’ secure
fundamental improvements:in our trade union work:and develop
our revolutionary trade unions and the revolutionary trade union
oppositional meovements into powerful' connecting links between
the Party and the.masses of the workers. We must organise. the
growing revolutionary activity .of the workers and utilise: the
favourable situation which exists to solve our main strategic task,
the winning of the majority of the working class for the struggle
for.power and the dictatorship of the proletariat. -(Applause.) «
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Comrade Andre Marfy (France)

In France we have a much slower rate of fascisation than in
the other countries. The French bourgeoisie is combining and
applying two methods: the method of open fascisation, and the
much more dangerous method of exploiting the democratic senti-
ments of the masses.

The first method finds expression in the changes in the pro-
grammes -of the old reactionary organisations, such as “Federa-
tion Republicaine de France” (Marin group, Comité de Forge),
Democratic Alliance, Democratic People’s Party, Union of Economic
Interests. "It is further expressed in the appearance of fresh
orggnisations of- an outspokenly fascist’ character, such as the
movement of *“Solidarité Francaise” (Coty), which at present
embraces 250,000 persons, 22 per cent. of them: peasants, 13 per
cent. employees and 12 per cent. workers. ‘Their programme is
taken from Hitler word for word. Their campaign for “ defence
of the race’ aims chiefly at “protecting” the French workers
against immigrants.’ Moreover, this slogan is also used by the
‘“Left,”the demoerats and even the social democrats who demand
restriction of immigration. The workers are told that the three
million alien workers are responsible for unemployment. The
Fighting League of the Patriotic Youth which has experienced a
fresh upsurge, is closely connected with the “ solidarité francaise.”

. In the country districts the agrarian party is pursuing a fascist
pohcy It is proclaiming the necessity of a “real economic and
social revolutmn m ‘which the peasants will have to play the main
role.” o

Thé old & demio¢ratic ” orgamsatxons and the social democracy

oﬁered a. sham opposition to these organisations. In reality, how-
ever, they support them by means.of chauvinist incitement.
" Hitler’s” séizure of power at the end of January was followed
in France by a furious campaign against Hitler's crueltxes The
whole of the bourgeois and social-democratic press, which
systematically maintains silence in regard to the slaughter in
Indo-China, protested in thousands of leaflets against the cruelties
of the Nazis. “At the same time the big campaign of disarmament
which up to then was the watchword of the democratic press, was
dropped and the increased danger of war threatening from the
Nams was depicted to the masses of workers and petty bourgeois

The second stage: Germany’s ‘withdrawal from ‘the League of
Nations. - This event was followed by a fresh wave of chauvinist
incitement. Daladier issued a new slogan when he declared on
May' 12, 1933, ‘in the Senate : —

“France- is a thoroughly peace-loving country. We are
- working at high speed in our State factories in order to fortify
our frontiers—our army is ready for defence.”

Third stage : The so-called “ plebiscite ” of Hitler on November
12 called forth a fresh upsurge of the chauvinist wave in France.
“Le Peuple,” the organ of the C.G.T., wrote on November 9 :—

“Any weak attitude on the part of the Powers would mean
encouragement to the Nazi bands.”

And- this was written after Jouhaux had declared to the
Trades Union Congress that the proletariat is prepared to abandon
its demands in order to defend its liberties. In other words, the
social democracy is in faveur of civil peace at home in view of the
threatening war. Paul Faure and Vandervelde have still more
cynically expressed this readiness of the French and Belgian social
democrats to defend their imperialist fatherlands.

In view of this chauvinism, this hostility to fascism abroad,
how is fascism developing at home? It suffices to seé the declara-
tion of Marquet, who represents the socialist fraction which has
gone farthest on the path of fascisation :—

“Parliament cannot solve the economic problem. For this
:purpose a trade union organisation is needed, embracing not
only the workers, but all that is organised against everything

- which represents disorder. Is that fascism? What spiritual

‘and moral poverty! ”

That is fascism of the purest water. And not only the socialists
of the Marquet-Déat fraction, but also all democratic organisations
of ‘the Left are developing an out and out fascist programme on
the same lines.

- It cannot be said that our Party dld not stand firm in face of
this tremendous onslaught. It replied: The enemy. is in our own
country. It repeated that all forces must be concentrated on the
defence of the daily demands of the workers; it launched an anti-
fascist campaign in which it achieved certain successes, as for

instance, the anti-fascist World 'Congress, in -which our Party
actively. participated; the World Youth Congress; the campaign
for the support of the refugees from Germany. The Leipzig trlal
was greatly popularised and met with big response.

But the pressure was so strong that hositile ideology was able
to penetrate our ranks. The reasons for this are the following :
(1) A certain slackening of the struggle of the Party against im-
perialist war. (2) Underestimation of the danger of this chau-
vinistic wave. The Party allowed itself to a certain extent to be
lulled by the demagogy. developed by the Left parties. The first
slogan which it issued was: give two blows for every blow delivered
by the fascists. But our task should have been to show the workers
in a concrete manner what the fascist rule has brought, i.¢., to con-
duct. an ideological. struggle. Thus for a time we ran the danger of
folIowmg the wrong ideology of the Neumann-Remmele group in
Germany, which issued the slogan “Strike the fascists wherever
you meet them.” (3) The Party has developed a certain tendency
to be:diverted to the sphere of exterior anti-fascist struggle. .

‘The fascist danger is becoming very real in France.. If. we
draw the conclusions, with: the greatest reservations, from the bye-
elections during -the last eight months in France, we have to record
that-the socialist party has suffered a considerable loss of votes:
about 30 to 40 per cent. Our Communist Party has increased its
vote, but only inadequately in the workers’ centres, at most eight
per cent., and this only in exceptional cases; 'in the .rural districts
we have'to record a loss of votes. Only a small portion of those
toilers who are abandoning the socialist party are joining the:camp
of the semi-fascist, reactionary parties; another portion is coming
to us, whilst a third is'still vacillating. We have hot yet succeeded
in Winning this section over to us. Here we see the danger and
the result-of the broad chauvinistic campaign which was conducted
last year in the sphere of exterior anti-fascist' struggle. " -

-What is the situation of the movement - of -the masses and
what activity is the Party developing?

In regard to the labour movement, theé Party has for a whole
year been lagging behind the movement of the urban and rural
petty bourgeoisie. At present the labour movement is-growing,
and, thanks partly to the unceasing activity of the Party, it has
again attained its normal place in the advance-guard of the
masses. But our Party has not yet succeeded in raising the political
level of the economic struggles. There has even been a certain
resistance in this respect.

On the other hand, the Party has not yet succeeded in launch-
ing big movements. It was able to take over the leadership in
some movements, but other struggles, as for instance that of the
miners, remained under the influence of the reformists. The Party
has improved its work in the unemployed movement; the recent
march of the unemployed of the North to Paris represents a
serious success. Our weakness consists in the fact that we are
drawing into the movement only those unemployed who receive
benefit; but precisely those sections who succumb most easily to
the demagogy of the fascists, i.e.,, the immigrant workers, colonial
workers and the youth, are not touched by our work.

In regard to the movement of the civil servants who are at
present in a state of ferment, our Party is developing greater
activity than a year ago. To-day the Party has decisively taken in
hand the organising of the united front from below and the
initiation of actions.

With regard to work among the soldiers, our influence is
reflected in the 600 letters received by “ L’Humanité” during the
last year, as well in a number of very important demonstrations.
In the course of the last summer, for instance, the soldiers of three
regiments seized their rifles and even fixed their bayonets in order
to enforce the release of their arrested comrades. And this
happened in spite of the composition of the French army in which
for two soldiers called up there are three non-commissioned
officers or colonial soldiers.

‘Thé main cause of our weaknesses in mass work among the
workers and civil servants lies in the fact that our Party has very
weak positions in the’ factories. The Party cells are still built up
on a local or residential basis; the factory cells are mostly com-
posed of comrades allotted to the cell. We have very few real fac-
tory cells. After our recruiting campaign in October their number

increased, but it must be admitted that much still remains to be
done,
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The movement in the rural districts greatly developed from
the Autumn of 1932 to the Spring of 1933. One hundred and
sev_enty thousand peasants have taken part in 55 manifestations,
wl;lch, it is true, were organised by the fascists’ agrarian party and
the peasants’ organisations, but the masses went beyond the aims
put forward by the agrarian leaders. Thus, for instance, in
‘Chartres the toiling peasants forced their way into the Town Hall
and held the mayor prisoner for an hour; in Paris, on January 15,
20,000 demonstrated in the streets under slogans which were
’sprictly opposed to the legalistic slogans issued by their leaders;
fierce collisions with the police took place. The agrarian party and
the big landowners, who became frightened of the movement of
the toiling peasants and workers, thereupon began to put a brake
on the movement in the rural districts. ‘

Thanks to its timely mobilisation by the C.C., the Party has
made. a big step forward in this sphere. But the government, in
view of the great resentment prevailing in the rural districts, inter-
vened and adopted measures which have proved to be purely
demagogic manceuvres, but for the moment pacified the masses.
This was possible solely because simultaneously there again arose
in our Party anti-Leninist tendencies which had paralysed the
mass work in the rural districts for so many years.

One tendency: sees in the rural districts only the agricultural
worker and overlooks not only the middle peasant, but also the
small peasant, and of course forgets the demands calculated-to
win the small peasant for the.revolutionary movement and  to
neutralise: the middle peasant. - The second, likewise opportunist,
tendency sees only the middle peasant and even the rich peasant;
it overlooks the-industrial and the rural proletariat. Hence .it
-capitulates to the price campaign of the big landowners. It is
following in the wake of this campaign and thereby placing itself
on -a narrow legalistic basis, even .in the question of the struggle
against distraints. : .

The C.C. has not succeeded in finding and maintaining the
correct line in order to conduct this struggle on two fronts in the
-question of work in the rural districts. As a result, this sectarian
attitude prevented us from setting up peasants’ committees and
caused us to neglect the work in the rural organisations. The
second consequence of this sectarian attitude was a stagnation of
.the movement in the rural districts during the Summer and
Autumn, although resistance to the distraints could be observed.
It is necessary for the Party to lay down its attitude in this ques-
tion and before all to develop its activity in the rural distriets.

The urban petty bourgeoisie carried out a number of mass
demonstrations at the beginning of Autumn and had several con-
flicts with the police. In this sphere we have to record some small
successes. Also in the sphere of work among the ex-servicemen
we can record some successes. ’ :

In view of the threatening fascist danger the role of the youth
is growing tremendously. The French delegation considers as
Justified the reproach made by Comrade Chemodanov against the
Party for not having carried out the leadership of the Y.C.L. after
the Twelfth Plenum.

In France, too, we can record a growth of the revolutionary
pressure. The strike at Citroen was very important owing to the
great number of workers participating in it (18,000), the fact that
it took place in the capital, its long duration (85 days), and the

fact that after the strike was concluded the struggle in the factory
lasted for another 25 days. This strike was a palpable proof of the
fighting determination of the masses. -~ -

The French bourgeoisie Tealises the approach of the revolu-
tionary danger and is preparing for the open dictatorship. Idt?o-
logical steadfastness is the first precondition for our Party’s ability
to offer resistance. Every organisation and every member must
know how to orientate himself- independently on the basis of
Marxist-Leninist teachings. In this sphere we are very backward,
be it in the question of the social democracy.or in the three ques-
tions put by Comrade Knorin: Soviet Union, China and Germany.
There were even vacillations among some members of the Political
Bureau. It is true, efforts have been made to correct these mis-
takes, :but these efforts were not energetic enough in order to
realise the line of the C.I.- One of the most important tasks con-
fronting the Party is to overcome the resistance to the line of the
C.I, a resistance which is confusing the Party and paralysing its
activity. ot = .

In order to develop the initiative from below it is necessary to
decentralise the apparatus of our Party. We have in our Party not
only centralisation but ultra-centralisation. For instance, one dis-
trict committee demands of all organisations that all material
which is issued, leaflets, pamphlets, etc., are to be submitted to the
secretariat of the district committee. This means that any action
‘ijs rendered impossible and all initiative throttled. The necessity
of decentralisation is being confirmed by a number of successes in
this sphere. S B

In connection with the .danger of illegality the question of
cadres is arising, in which respect we have not yet adopted a
correct policy. ) ' ) L : ‘

From the survey drawn up by the C.C. in July, 1933, it is
evident that the Party, which polled 796,000 votes in May, 1933,
remains a mass Party. In the Seine department it is the strongest
political party of, the working class. . The C.G.T.U,, in which the
Party is playing a leading role, is a mass organisation. It wields
considerable infiuence in such unions as that of the railway

‘workers, who can play & great revolutionary role, Our influence

among the soldiers is remarkable. . We have a majority on a con-
‘siderable number of municipal councils (164), and in 264 municipal
councils we _have a minority. Our Party possésses hundreds of
cells in the rural districts, which® we shall have to convert into
village cells. “L’Humanité” is the first political workers’ paper
in France. The daily circulation of the paper is 125,000, of which
10,000 go to Alsace-Lorraine. Together with the provincial papers
and factory papers in German we reach 200,000 readers daily.
Together with the revolutionary trade union papers and the papers
of the organisations sympathising with us the number of readers
rises to 400,000. We have revolutionary workers, as is proved by
the strike committee at Citroen. The French proletariat has good
revolutionary traditions. The Party proved its capacity to conduct
an international struggle already during the occupation of the
Ruhr ten years ago, in the Moroccan war in the year 1925.

The problem confronting the C.P. of France is to utilise its
forces, to guarantee the steadfastness of our political line the more
the crisis sharpens and the revolutionary upsurge increases, in
order to prepare for the establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the liberating power of the Soviets. (Applause.)

Comrade Hernandez (Spain)

The social democrats, Trotskyists and other renegades from
Communism, announce that a new era of fascist terror began with
the seizure of power by Hitler, and that the working class movement
has suffered a severe defeat. They seek to cause a wave of pessi-
mism and to rob the masses of their confidence in the Communist
International which they make responsible for the events in Ger-
many. At a plenary session of the Central Committee of the
‘Spanish Communist Party, which took place in April, 1933, a dele-
gate from Salamanca expressed the same opinions and was expelled
from the Party.

* ‘Hitler’s seizure of power in Germany was the beginning of such
an anti-fascist wave that there is no German consulate in Spain
which has not had its windows smashed. There were also numerous
strikes and demonstrations to compel German vessels to strike the
swastika flag. Hundreds of trade unions adopted protest resolu-
tions. Hitler’s rise to power was a signal to us to strengthen our
struggle against fascism in Spain. A workers’ and peasants’ militia

has been formed and the meetings of the monarchists and the
agrarian party have been prevented in numerous towns and villages

_.throughout Spain. :

Last September the news that the fascists planned a march on
Toledo was met by a united general strike in which Communists,
social democrats and anarchists participated. Workers occupied
the railway stations and the fascists had to depart in the same
trains in which they had arrived. On the roads detachments of
workers held up the fascist lorries, soundly drubbed the occupants
and destroyed the lorries.

All the reactionary parties announced a peasant march onto the
capital for the 18th August. In its campaign against this plan our
Party mobilised the masses to such an extent that the reformist
leaders and even the anarchist leaders, who declare that the only
fascist danger in Spain is a Red one, were compelled to declare
themselves ih favour of a general strike.

The achievements in the building up of socialism in the Soviet



654

International Press Correspondence

No. 25

Union have made a deep impression on the Spanish workers. Even
the social democratic leaders, who at one time were loud in their
slanderous anti-Soviet campaign, are now compelled to admit in
their official pronouncements that the Soviet Union is the land of
the workers: and peasants -and that_ it is the only country in the
world without starvation and unemployment. The establishment
of Soviets in China and the victories of the Chinese Red workers’
and peasants’ armies have also had their revolutionising effect on
the Spanish .workers.. B :

The preparations for imperialist war embrace Spain also.
Spain is the bridge of French imperialism to its North African
colonies, and joint military eperations .of the two armies are an-
nounced. for this year. Spanish imperialism also supports the pre-
parations for war against the Soviet Union. In the first six months
of 1938 Spain exported commodities to a total value of 2,750,000 yen
to Japan, a total eight times larger than the total for the corré-
sponding six months of 1931. The value of Japanese exports to
Spain totalled no more than 830,000 yen in the same period. It is
clear that the main portion of this enormous increase is due not to
an increase in the expért of olives and oranges, but potash and
other' war ‘materials. In Spain also the only industry which is
flourishing is the war industry. .. -

‘In conjunc)tion with the French CommUnist Party our Party
issued an appeal against the war in Morocco. Anti-militarist work
is of partirular importance in Spain because pacifist illusions are
widespread. Owing to the fact that Spain took no-part in the
world war, the Spanish workers have no real idea of what imperial-
ist war actually means. The support accorded by the social demo-
cracy to the preparations for war must be exposed. When the
military budget came up for discussion in the Cortes, a social
democratic leader from Asturia sent a telegram to the workers
of an armament works in Trubia, declaring that they must‘support»
the adoption of the military budget as otherwise they would lose
their jobs. The Spanish “social - democracy betrays not only the
proletarian revolution, bu’t‘evén‘the tasks of the bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution. It d_efends, hot only the capitalists, but even the
rich landowners and the feudalists. A ¢haracteristic example of
social democratic treachery was the puteh in Casas Vieyas. The
‘anarchists incited the workers under their influence and announced
the social revolution for the 8th January. The peasants of the
little ‘Andalusian village of Casas.Vieyas followed the anarchist
'slogan_s, took up arms against the government, and seized control of
their village. The social democratic authorities sent detachments
of the Civil Guard and special shock battalions against the peasants
with the instructions that no. quarter should be given even to the
wounded. In'accordance with these instructions the Civil Guard
barricaded their prisoners in a barn and set fire to_it, those who
tried to escape were machine-gunned. When the matter came up in
parliament the social democrats declared that that sort of thing
was inevitable in civil war and 112 social democratic deputies voted
their confidence in the government. . ‘ .

As'in all other countries the social democracy in Spain is pre-
baring the way for fascism. Social democrats have passed the law
for the protection of the republic and the law of the 8th April
-against strikes. The-latter law was drafted by the chairman of the
Spanish social democratic party. The law against the carrying of
weapons was directed solely to disarming the workers. One of the
latest of these laws is that for the preservation of public order and
against vagabondage which legalises the police terror against the
workers. The law providing for “agrarian reform ” is in reality
nothing but an attempt to prevent the peasants taking matters into
their own hands and seizing the lands. The balance sheet of the
republic after 30 months of its existence registers: 360 dead, over:
2,000 wounded, and over 9,000 political prisoners,

In order to prevent these facts causing the workers to abandon
the social democracy, the latter indulges in even greater demagogy.
Largo Caballero, the leader of the Spanish social democracy, a Privy
Councillor under the Primo de Rivera regime, and the throttler-in-
chief of the Spanish revolution,, declares himself to be a fighter for
the dictatorship of the proletariat, quotes Lenin frequently and
persuades his friends and associates to call him “the Spanish
Lenin.” In view of the rapid leftward éwing of the masses, the
social democrats are even compelled to call themselves Communists.
There is no difference in principle between the socialist and the
Communist Parties according to Caballero, both are Marxists.

The Communist Party has played a great role in recent events

in.Spain, but the Communist campaign for the exposure of social
democratic demagogy was not effective enough and the lessons,of
the German events were not sufficiently utilised. Everything pos-
sible is being done to establish a united front from below with the
social democratic and anarchist workers and in the amnesty cam-
paign, 64 Party and .yeuth organisations and 150 reformist and 22
anarchist trade unions were approached. In Asturia a number of
strikes were organised jointly with the. socialists. . Unfortunately
the recent elections showed that the demagogy of the social demo-
cracy still has a strong pull on.the masses of the workers. Despite
a revolutionary situation the Communists have not succeeded in
convincing the masses of the workers that the Communist Party is
the only Party which really represents the interests of the workers
and peasants and fights fascism. _ :

" We have to fight not only against the social democracy, but
also against the anarchists, who are even more numercus and have
even more influence than the Italian anarchists had. The putsch
tactics of the anarchists seriously damage the Spanish working-
class movement and their indiscriminate vioterice has whipped up
a hatred of the workers on the part of the petty bourgeoisie. The
anarchists oppose economic strikes and.declare that any immediate
partial demands on behalf of the workers are so much humbug.
The anarchist tactics are worthily represented in the anarchist
press. The semi-official organ, “La Tierra,” is- financed by
Deterding and conducts a filthy campaign of vilification against the
Soviet Union. Anarchism is a terrible malady in Spain, partidularly
in Catalonia, ‘where no less than 45 per cent. of the industrial prole-
tariat is concentrated. Up to the present we have:not succeeded in
breaking down the influence of the anarchists. ' We have achieved
certain successes, but they are not sufficient. A process of fermext
is going on in the andarchist ranks and wholé organisations of
‘workers have'broken away from them, but they have not -come over
to us. We were not successful, except to a certain extent in
Malagsa,in countering the boycett propaganda of the anarchists in
the elections. _ ' ) . e

" A special feature of Spanish fascism is that it comes not onty

f;{)m ‘the bourgeoisie, but from various sections from the extreme
Right to the anarchists. Spanish fascism has a certain amount of
‘influence not only on the petty-bourgeoisie, but also on the pea-
“santry-and even on tertain sections of the workers. In our struggle
“against fascism’ we let ‘ourselves be provoked into violence in the
beginning. This error ‘has since been corrected, but the necessary
defence against fascist violence is still not sufficiently based on
ideological and, political enlightenment. - o o

.. With the assistance of a fascist dictatorship the Spanish bour-
geoisie hopes to crush the revolution. The elections-of the 19th. of
November were conducted under a reign of terror. In view of the
increasing activity of the workers and peasants the bourgeoisie and
landowners are attempting to establish an open dictatorship with a
view to crushing the, advance .guard of the proletariat and intro-
.ducing fascism. The considerable increase in.the reactionary vote
‘was largely due to falsifications. There has been no real stabiliga-
tion.of the counter-revolutionary.forces. -

In 1930 -there were 527 strikes in Spain, in 1931 the figures had
jumped to 3,643. This year; according to incomplete information,
‘there ‘were 101 political strikes, 52 political and ecoriomic strikes,
and 662 economic strikes. In Spain any movement quickly takes on
a political character. The chief characteristic of the recent

. . struggles was their longer extent and their greater volume. Almost

all strikes have been accompanied by violence, collisions with the
Civil Guard, etc. In many places striking workers have occupied
‘the factories, etc. In Andalusia and Estremadura alore there were
no less than 354 raids on food stores. " '

The_re\iolutioiiary movement in the rural areas is developing to
the accompaniment of violence. In Vallaneuva de Cordova the
landworkers killed the Civil Guards.and seized the estates, hoisting
the Red Flag on the farm buildings. In Moron de la Frontera land-
workers seized agricultural produce and sold it on their own account.
In Aryona the landworkers went on strike, drove off the-Civil Guard
and the landowners, established their own ‘authority and confiscated
foodstuffs. In another district’ poor peasants seized thirty-two
estates on one day and divided up. the land amongst themselves.
In some districts the peasants conduct their operations under the
Red Flag and with shouts in favour of the Communist Party. This
spontaneous seizure of the land is taking on a mass character in
many districts. In many places the peasants are holding on
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tenaciously to the land they have seized and the government does
not dare to proceed against them.

Workers, peasants, soldiers, students and even sections of the
petty bourgeoisie are taking part in the revolutionary movement,
but the dangerous thing is that although the movement is proceed-
ing under Communist slogans it is not in the hands of the Com-
munist Party. Only here and there has the Party succeeded in
gaining control of the movement. The Communist Party has not
succeeded in harnessing this great volume of revolutionary energy
and creating the stable organisations of workers and peasants
which would permit the masses to seize power. However, this great
movement shows us that the recent gains of the Right-wing need
not fill us with pessimism. The Communist Party is growing and
its mass influence is increasing. We must not forget that a year
ago the Communist Party was in the hands of the Adame group of
renegades who pursued an anti-Communist policy, expressed con-
tempt for the agrarian revolution and sabotaged the decisions of
the C.I. In the name of the Spanish Party I must declare that the
C.I. rendered invaluable help in disposing of these renegades with-
out the loss of a single organisation or more than half a dozen
members. )

In July, 1931, we received 60,000 votes, but at the last elections
we received 400,000 votes. Our gains were made chiefly in the prole-
tarian districts and in those agrarian districts where the revolution-
ary agrarian movement is active. However, in Catalonia we received
practically no votes owing to‘bur failure to break the anarchist in-
fluence. Despite our successes our work was not satisfactory, and
in particular we failed to utilise the trade unions. To-day, how-
ever, we have a central organ-and district organs in important

provinces such as Asturia, Barcelona and the Basque provinces, and
we also have special organs for the youth and for the women.

With regard to the united front campaign there is some success
to be reported. The elections permitted us to go before the workers
and peasants.with our programme and the result was a considerable
increase in membership. Our political general line is correct, but
that is not enough and we must learn to lead the masses on the
basis of practical experience. Our chief tasks are to popularise the
slogan of the workers’ and peasants’ government, to expose the
socialists and the anarchists, to fight for the class unity of the
proletariat, to intensify our work in the reformist and anarchist
trade unions, and to create our own trade union federation. We
must fight for the immediate demands of the workers and peasants
and create organs, factory and peasant committees, which will
permit the masses to advance to the seizure of power, and we must
rally the whole of the workers annd peasants against the fascist
danger.

In order to fulfil these tasks we must reorganise our Party and
train our members. We must hot neglect the anti-militarist work in
the barracks, despite its extreme difficulty, and we must carry out
the decision of the Twelfth Plenary Session, which demands that
the Young Communist League should be made into a mass
organisation.

Comrades, these are great tasks, but we are confident that we
shall be able to fulfil them, and this plenary session will be a new
weapon for us in our struggle. With the support of all other sec-
tions of the C.I., and particularly the C.P. of the Soviet Union, we
shall carry the Spanish revolution to victory. (Applause.)

Comrade Mif (C.P.S.U.)

If we look at the strike movement in the countries in the East,
we are at once struck by the increase—although at an unequal pace
—in the number of strikes and in the number of workers partici-
pating in these strikes, especially during the past few years.

I will take only six countries of the East (China, India, Indo-
China, Japan, Korea, and Turkey), for which we have strike statis-
tics:—

In 1928 the number of strikers was 967,000
In1929 . ” . 1,384,000
In1930 . . » 732,000
In1931 ' ” ’ 1,037,000
In1932 » o 1,422,000

If we take up the question of the relative importance of these
countries in the general world struggle of the working class, I would
like to call your attention to the following table dealing with
eleven countries, five of them imperialist countries: the United
States, England, Germany, France, and Czechoslovakia, and six
Eastern countries: China, India, Indo-China, Korea, and Turkey,
including one imperialist country, namely, Japan:—

In 1920 4 per cent. of the total number of strikes occurred in

Eastern countries.

In 1921-24 9 per cent. on a yearly average occurred in East-

ern countries.

In 1925-28 23 per cent. on a yearly average occurred in East-

ern countries. .

In 1929-32 34 per cent. on a yearly average occurred in East-

ern countries.

The colonial world was stirred to action after, and as a result
of, the October Revolution. But the first round of national libera-
tion movements and wars in the East developed primarily under
the leadership of the national bourgeoisie, while the proletariat at
that time did not come forward as an independent force. Since
1925 there has been a marked shifting about in the camp of the
fighters against imperialism. >

The proletariat of the Eastern countries is beginning to play a
leading role. A tremendously-important factor in the winning of
the ‘hegemony of the preletariat is the number of strikes, which are
setting off millions of sparks in all directjons, while all about is the
combustible material of extreme and bitter indignation, starvation,
desperate tyranny and shameless insults.

The example of vdrious Eastern countries inevitably leads to
the conclusion that imperialism has stirred to life a revolutionary
working class, which is coming more and more to resort to strike—

that vital weapon in the revolutionary action of the labouring
masses.

In China in 1932 the number of strikers exceeded 1,200,000. In
this connection we must point out also the increase from year to
year in the territory covered by strike movements, and the extreme
stubbornness shown by the Chinese proletariat in its struggles.
This is evident from the long duration of the strikes and from
the great number of repeated struggles. During the past few years
in China there has been a wave of general strikes in various
branches of production (the silk workers and the textile workers in
Shanghai, and the textile workers in Tientsin and Nantung, and
the miners and the postal workers in Honan, etc.). It is necessary
also to emphasise the militant character of the strikes, which are
coming more and more to be accompanied by the seizure of the
enterprises and bloody clashes with the police and troops, and stub-
born resistance to the police and troops on the part of the workers.
In a number of cases the workers take the law into their own
hands in fighting for their demands. Strikes are coming more and
more to be linked up with the struggles of the unemployed. The
political and anti-imperialist character of the strikes is becoming
more and more pronounced. A leading role is coming to be played
by the Communist Party, which has begun to correctly formulate
and put forward the demands of the workers, having learnt to give
a concrete character to these demands. Without this advance in
the strike movement, in the Labour movement, the victories of the
Chinese Red Army would have been impossible, and the success
achieved in the struggle for Soviets in China would be incon-
ceivable.

In India the working class is slowly making preparations for a
new offerisive. 71,446 workers went on strike during the first half of
1932. During the first half of 1933 as many as 98,551 workers went
on strike. This does not include lock-outs or political strikes. In
September and October, 1933, the strike movement continued to
grow. These struggles are accompanied by the increasing activity
on the part of the revolutionary trade union movement. During
the last days of October, 1933, there was a new mass movement; in
the direction of a general strike. . :

The strikes of the workers, and'the vast numbers of proletaria
meetings and demonstrations in India testify to the maturing of a
new revolutionary advance in this country.

What I have said about China and India holds true, although
to a lesser degree for the other countries of the East, where the

-struggles of the working class are increasing from year to year, and
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where the proletariat is following with ever-greater determination
the path of struggle leading to its ultimate triumph.

The tremendous achievements of the Revolutionary Trade
Union Movement in China are beyond all question. But I should
like to point out what, in my opinion, are the chief weaknesses and
defects, the overcoming of which must now be the central aim of
the Chiriese comrades. First of all, it must be admitted that the
previous observations on the inadequacy of the struggle of the
Chinese Communists for the independent leadership of strikes still
hold good to-day. This'is clear, for example, from the two general
strikes of the silk workers, where, unfortunately, we did not play
any role at all. Nor is there yet any satisfactory contact with the
enterprises, which greatly reduces the chances of winning, although
the general situation is exceptionally favourable. The Red Trade
Unions must be transformed into mass organisations and a solid
base must be established among the rank and file in the enter-
prises. This is the only guarantee for building a strong proletarian
backbone in the general national movement, in the anti-imperia.list
struggle which is developing:

The work of our comrades in the Yellow Trade Unions has
already begun to emerge from its stagnation. We can point to the
first achievements in this field. For example, fairly strong revolu-
tionary trade union opposition groups have been formed in many
unions.

But at the same time there is still a marked tendency among
our comrades to underestimate the work in the Yellow Trade
Unions, which have been drawing in and influencing considerable
masses of workers. + Thus, according to the figures of the “Inter-
national Labour Review” of November, 1933, there are 410,067
members in the Yellow Trade Unions in China. There is no ques-
tion that this legal form of organisation of the workers must be
utilised by us to the full and that we must intensify our work many
times over to win the workers in these unions over to our side. But
this will be impossible if we loock upon all members of the Yellow
Trade Unions as counter-revolutionists, as have some of our Chinese
comrades. On the other hand, we must point out ‘tases in which
our comrades proceed prematurely to disrupt the Yellow Trade
Unions. Barely have they mustered their forces and developed
their initiative group, when they start beating up and driving out
the Kuomintang trade union bureaucrats when the great mass of
members are not prepared for such action and are not won over to
our side, with the result that when we conquer the leadership, the
number of members of the union falls off sharply.

The workers have won the 8-hour day, and a radical improve-
ment in labour conditions, and have established a new Workers’
and Peasants’ State, in absolute contrast to everything which
existed before in China. Here also we are faced with great achieve-
ments of the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement. The total
membership of our trade unions in the Soviet districts exceeds
320,000. But in spite of this success we have to admit the existence
of elements of arbitrary administration, domineering, failure to
take concrete conditions into account and a sectarian approach—
all of -which have come to light in the practical work of various
trade unions.

I will give a few examples: In Lianhua, in the manufacture of
porcelain, where the piece-work system was formerly in force, the
8-hour day was mechanically introduced without deciding the ques-
tion of pay, which gave rise to 'justified discontent among the
workers. In Yunsin, co—operatwe artels were formed, fixing wages
without taking into account skill or capacity. As a result of this
petty bourgeois levelling down of wages, the artels began to dis-
integrate.

Furthermore, the All-Chinese Federation of Labour passed a
decision not to accept as members of the trade unions handicrafts-
men owning their own production equipment. - As an’ example I will

point out that in the Hunan-Kiangsi Soviet district, out of a total
of 24,000 workers, 18,000 came under this category of semi-prole-
tarian elements in the rural districts—handicraftsmen who go from
house to house to obtain orders, and who do not exploit the labour
of others but who have their own tools.  And it was these broad
elements of workers whom our Chinese comrades wanted to keep
out of the trade union orgamsatlon

Comrades, we can give a, number of examples testifying to the
active participation of the trade unions in economic campaigns
carried out on Soviet territory, but at the same time we are still
frequently confronted with cases in which the trade unions put for-

ward exaggerated demands w1thout taking into account the general

economic situation, and without taking into account the require-
ments of the Red Army or the necessity for increasing productlon
in the Soviet districts.

The trade .unions are playing an important part in ﬁlhng the
ranks of the Chinese Red Army .and in strengthening the prole-
tarian elements in it. A great number of very gratifying facts con-
cerning this work of the Red Trade Unions are already known to us.
Thus, in one -district, when the trade union was carrying on a
voluntary mobilisation for the Red Army and aimed to rally 16,000
workers, 36,000 workers turned up of their own accord and enhsted
in the ranks of the Red Army.

But there are cases in which individual trade unions have made
a. complete failure of such campaigns. Thus for example, in' the
region where the 26th corps is located, which is, to be sure, the most
backward of regions, our organisations were not able to carry out a
successful .campaign of moblhsa.tlon for the Red Army. ‘

Now I wish to say a few words about the work of the trade
unions in the border regioms. . I will take the case of Minshan,
which is situated on the border between the Soviet and white dis-
tricts, and for which a bitter struggle is being carried on. When
the Red Army approached this region 1,000 workers in the Minshan
coal mines went on strike, putting forward the following demands:
(1) immediate payment of wages due; (2) five days off a month
and wage increases beginning with the new year; and, what is
particularly important (3) the introduction of Soviet labour laws.
This example of successful work shows the propaganda carried on
by the workers in the Soviet districts for winning over the working
masses in the districts under the Kuomintang and the border dis-
tricts. But this is by no means true of all districts. The attention
of the trade union workers in the Soviet regions should be called to
this fact so that they will work still harder to popularise the
achievements of the working masses in the Soviet districts and
come forward more and more actively as the leaders and organ-
isers of the struggles of the working masses in the border regions.

The agrarian revolution is the backbone of the colonial revolu-
tions. We see before us the historic importance of the actions of
the peasant masses. In the Arabian East, in the Eastern countries
inhabited by coloured people, and in the Far, Middle and Near East
great masses of peasants are joining the struggle against inter-
national imperialism.

In Japan the movement, which in its mmal stages was a purely |
rent movement, is growing into a general struggle of the peasants,
judging by the demands put forward. Passive resistance is being
replaced by active struggle. We hear more frequently of demon-
strations, refusal to obey local authorities, attacks on the houses of
the landlords and on police forces, on prisons and on courts. In the
history of the Japanese peasant movement, rent conflicts have
always tended to develop into actual pea.sa.nt uprisings, and this is
coming more and more to be a characteristic feature of develop-
ments to-day.

In Korea the number of cases .of peasant actions is growmg
from year to year.

In India we-also ooserve a.rising wave of mass aetion among
the peasants, which is primarily of a spontaneous character. Re-
fusal to pay taxes and rents in this country are being accompanied
by clashes with the police and the troops. For the time being the
Indian Communists are limiting their activities to initial steps—
establishment of contacts, extending of their influence and work in
the direction of organising a peasant movement. -

The struggles of the peasants are spreading and gaining in in-
tensity in other countries of the East, although at an uneven pace.
The organising role is being played by the proletariat, and ever-
larger:numbers of workers are being drawn into the general stream
of revolutionary anti-imperialist struggle. .

The East has taken its place, and a prominent place at that, in
the international proletarian revolutionary struggle.

National reformism is now going through 4 severe crisis and is
on the verge of complete bankruptcy. The national reformists are
now placed between the devil and the deep sea, under condmons of
savage imperialist aggression in the colonial countries on the one
hand, and under conditions of tremendous advance of the labouring”
mésses in these countries against brutal oppression and exploita-
tion on the other hand. National reformism is capitulating before
the attacks of imperialism and revealing to the masses its real
counter-revolutionary nature.” This gives the Cominunists of the
Eastern countries the possibility of dealing a decisive blow to
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national reformism and of completely breakmg down 1ts mﬁuence
among the ‘working* masses

Everywhere, in all the countries of the East the' forces of the
Communist International are growing, leading the workrng masses
of the Eastern countrles and directly hn’krng up their struggles
with the revolutronary struggle of the international proletarlat

1 wish now’ to say a few words. abdut the heroic struggle of the
Communist Party of Japan, which calls for special attention. In
spite of the mass arrest (7,000 during 1932 and 7, 681 for 9 months of
1933), in spite of the contmuous change in leadershlp (durlng the
past year alone there have been three ‘sets of leaders), in splte of
the treachary of zertain leaders (Sano, \Iabeyama etc.), in spite of
‘the increase of chauvinism throughout the country, and in spite of
‘the 1llhs1ons spread by the ruling class o the effect that the war
against China was crowned with success—the Communist Party of
Japan ‘has not wavered. It has followed a correct Bolshevik line,
and in spite of the severe blows which | it has suffered it is continu-
ing its work suécessfully The influence of the Party in the trade
unions is noW growmg The factory newspapers issued by the
Party cells serve as a model of work. among the masses.” These
newspapers show & skilful approach to thée masses, a concrete
formulation of demands and a linking up of daily struggle with the
general slogans of the Party.

Comrade Oldner

To-day the question of democracy is of great importance in
view of the fact that our chief task is to prepare the working class
and .the toiling masses in general for the seizure of power and the
dictatorship of the proletariat, and in view of the fact that the
social democraey puts forward the slogan of “democracy ” against
the dictatorship of the proletariat. In our country the question is
of particular importance because the social democracy is support-
ing the fascist dictatorship with the slogan Defend democracy! ”
and because imperialist war is being prepared by the “.democratic ”
States, France, Czechoslovakia, efc., against the *dictatorial
States,” ‘Germany, Hungary, Italy, and, naturally, the Soviet Union.

It is in this decisive question of democracy that the oppor-
tumsts in the C.P. of our country have fallen lowest. ‘They wrote
m our central organ :—

“The social-democratic workers want democra.cy a.nd

“pread, just as the whole of the, working class’ .does. ’I‘he

defence of democracy means the defence of bread. »

" Th othér’ words, we are for the same sort of democracy as, the
social-democratic’ workers, and this democracy, which for a Com-
munist can be no more than a form of the dictatorship of the.
bourgeoisie, is supposed to mean bread. If is interesting to observe
how the opportunists fell so deeply. They started off. with the
slogan of “ workers’ democracy ” and made a fetish out of it.
Workers might say or do anything so long as they were workers.
They forgot that not all workers are Communists. They forgot
that the sociai-democratic ‘workers are not merely backward
workers, but that they are hampered by social-fascist ideology
And'in pursuant:e ‘of this line Comrade Guitmann deciared at the
1ast" plenary session df the Central Committee of our Party that
the * Communists ‘would maintain drsciphne and carry out ‘the
decisions of the Joint meetmgs and of the democratrcally elected
workers’ bodies. -

- That is'a policy which turns the advance guard of the workmg
class into its tail end. In an appeal of the revolutionary trade
unions led by Gomrade Sverma we find that “the difference between
the revolutionary front of our umons and the counter-revolutxonary
front to whlch the ‘Teformist unions' belong ‘has been completely
glossed over. This appeal declaréd, inter -alia, the followmg —

: “Let us break down the walls with’ which the masters
divide us, let us promise each other ‘(i.e., the revolutionary and
the reformist unions) that we will ﬁght shoulder to shoulder ln
soliddrity.”

And the evening party newspaper develops the theory that
Comrnunists are not destructive, they are not the enemies of demo-_
cracy and of the State.” “Communists are constructive, it was
not the Communists who broke déwn the economic system
(naturally the reference is to the capitalist economic system) and
brought the world to the edge of the abyss.” The Communists are
in’ favour of democracy.” Only one little point is ‘completely for-
gotten in this article, namely, that our form of democracy can be a’

- .Comrades, we must remember that Lenin expressed grave fears
that our Communist press would fail under conditions of a new
1mperrahst war, We may say that the Party press of the C.P. of
Japan has brrlhan*ly stood this test, following a correct line and
developlng a heroxc struggle for the transformation of imperialist
war mto ‘civil war )

Thrs process of moblhsatlon of: the peoples of the East is also
a:>process of acquiring vast human reserves in the struggle of the
international proletariat. i .

Of course it is not easy to turn the pages of hrstory at one fell
sweep, and it is not easy, espéecially in these countries, for the revo-
Iutionary proletariat and peasantry under the leadership of the
Communist Party to achieve victory. "It is precrsely in these coun-
trie$ that it is necessary to be to-day still stronger than yesterday,
and to'be to-morrow still stronger than to-day. When we see what
is going on in the countries of the East and how vast reserves and
powerful- forces are being drawn into the struggle, we are imbued
with faith that ‘the Communist Parties of the East, under the
leadershrp of the Lemmst Communist International, under the
experienced guidarice of Comrade . Stalin, will lead the. masses
boldly, firmly and with determmatlon on to the coming revolutmn-
ary battles. (Applause )

(Czechoslovakia)

soviet form only and that it must be preceded by the proletarian
revolution.

The agitation and propaganda department of our Central
Committee under the leadership of Comrade Reimann issued such
slogans as the following for May 1: “ We are-in favour of demo-
cracy, but proletarian democracy. We are prepared to take part in
the government, but only in a government of workers and
peasants.”

Is not this slogan a deliberate speculatxon that the social-
democratic workers will not realise that the workers’ and peasants’
government means the dictatorship of the proletariat, that a back-
ward worker who thinks that the Communists ought to take part
in the government will imagine that if Communists and social
democrats form a workers’ and peasants’ government together then
there will be.no need for a revolution?

"Comrade Reimann not only failed ‘to fight against right-wing
opportunism, but tolerated it and even committed it himself. He
wrote in “The Communist Review” :—

. “The participation of the German social democrats in the

_government has undermined the basis .of the proletarian class

" struggle.”

And we find the same 1dea in the May 1 slogan of the Ag1t~
Prop Department : —

“The coahtion policy of the soclal-democratlc leaders dlgs‘

“the grave of the proletarian class struggle. It will arise

; again in the proletarian united front.”

In other words, if the social-democratic leaders would only
leave the government then the class struggle and the proletarian
united front would rise again, if . the social democracy would go
into ‘the “opposition ” .then it would lose its role as the. agent of
the 'bourgeoisié in the ranks of the working class.,

Comrade Re1manns self-criticism at this ple.nary session
marKs an advance, but he was still doing no more than trying to
cloak his own errors with the still greater errors of other com-
rades.” In the meantime, however he has made a declaration
criticising not only his former errors, but also his speech to this,
session. .

The second question I want to deal with here is the peasant.
question. The Fifth Cornigress of our Party began the work of put-
ting our peasant policy on a Leninist basis and the Sixth Congress
completed the work. Thanks to this policy we have achieved con-
siderable success, but 1933 saw a retrogression here also and the
reason is to be sought in serious right-wing opportunism. In a
programmatic article published in our “Village Newspaper” we
find a theory of class co-operation developed. The rich landowners
issue the slogan of “the village is one family ” in order to gloss
over the class differentiations, and we find our own newspaper
doing much the same thing when it writes: “No one will help the
village. The village must help itself.” Not a word is mentioned
about the leading role of’ the proletarlat
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Further we find a series of demands which are not essentially
different from those put forward by the Jilek-Bolen group at the
Fourth Congress of our Party. The right of the landowner to
receive rent from his tenants is recognised providing that this rent
is “not higher than the interest on capitalised land price.” With
this our main slogan for the confiscation of the land without com-
pensation is abolished or pushed into the background. It is one
thing for the Party to support a concrete movement in favour of
lower rents, but is quite a different matter for the party to put
forward such a slogan.

The peasant question is closely connected with the national
question. In the summer a powerful fascist nationalist demon-
stration took place in Neutra and 100,000 Slovakians, mostly
peasants, took part in it. Not only did our Party take no counter-
measures whatever, but our leading organ even commented on this
demonstration to the effect that the Slovakian peoplé was going its
way, the only correct way, hand in hand with the toiling popula-
tion of Czechoslovakia. Instead of using such an opportunity to
demonstrate thé Leninist national policy towards the oppressed
national minorities, the “ Rude Pravo ” our centrdl organ, declared
that a demonstration under the leadership of the fascist Hlinka
shows that the Slovakian people are “ going the right way.”

Instead of showing the workers that there are two classes in

each nation, the class of the exploiters and the class of the
exploited, Comrade Sverma wrote in an article on “The Czecho-
slovakian Question ”:— '

“The question of what role Marxism is to pay in the Czech
nation and in the struggle of the Czech nation for emancipa-
tion is becoming more and more acute. The Czech nation is
at a historical crossing of the ways” (in 1933!).

How is a worker to grasp the fact after reading an article like
that that his enemy in this struggle for social and national
freedom is within the Czech nation and that he has nothing in
common with his enemy, that is the Czech bourgeoisie, in this
question?

When that is taken together with the right-wing opportunist
deviations in the German question, in the question of the role of
the Party, the estimation of the role of the social democracy, the
united front, etc., then we can understand how it is possible for
Comrade Guttmann to propose the formation of an organisation
“which is not yet Communist, but no longer social-fascist,” that is
to say, centrist. These facts explain why the Czechoslovakian C.P.
has suffered defeats and failures in a series of instances, and the
Party is well aware that the preliminary condition for the fulfil-
ment of the tasks which are before us is the liquidation of oppor-
tunism. (Applause.)

Comrade Martynov (C.P. S U.)

Revolutionary theory, the importance of whlch was SO em-
phatically stressed by our teachers—Marx; Engels, Lenin, and Stalin
—acquires particular significance at the present time when we have
a difficult uphill read ahead of us, when the world is entering a
new round of wars and revolutions, when the basic question of our
movement—the question of power, has come to be a question of
vital historic importance, and when the pressure of the class enemy
on our Party is gaining’ tremendous force, both in the sense of
fascist terrorism and social democratic manceuvres.

As a result of the maturing of the world revolutionary crisis
we now have on the one hand an advance of the revolutionary
movement, while on the other hand we have a mobilisation of
countér-revolutionary forces and a savage offensive of fascism. The
social democrats—the agents of the bourgeoisie in the working
class, and its'chief social support—are utilising this process in order
to confuse the workers and convince them that now the “ epoch of
fascism and reaction has set in” and that the proletariat has been
crushed in the most important field of struggle in the capitalist
world, namely, Germany. How could it come about that a number
of our own comrades have accepted this defeatist theory? “This has
come about because they saw only what was taking place on the
surface, and did not know how to, in fact could not, analyse in a
Marxist-Leninist spirit the far-reaching processes which are revo-
lutionising the entire situation. Another reason is that in the set-
ting up of an open fascist dictatorship they could see only a growth
in the forces of the bourgeoisie, and were blind to the fact that the
revolutionary development is hampered and accelerated at the
same time as a result of the fascist onslaught of the bourgeoisie,
and because they saw only how and where the bourgeois class was
moving in the given situation without seeing clearly enough or
understanding’ how and where the toiling masses were going to
move in the very near future. This is due to the fact that they did
not hold out against the pressure of the class enemy and had not
absorbed the important Leninist theory which, in the words of
Comrade Stalin, “equips practice with an understanding of not
only how and where classes are moving at the given moment, but
also how and where they will move in the near future,” and which

“ supplements practice by clarity of perspective and faith
in the triumph of our cause.”

With the maturing of the world revolutionary crisis the social
democrats are not only rapidly becoming fascised, but are at the
same time resorting to all possible demagogic manceuvres to an
extent hitherto unknown. Owing to the fact that these manceuvres
have a definite effect on the workers, we must now show particular
elasticity of our tactics in warding them off. But if our Parties are
not sufficiently equipped with the revolutionary theory of Lenin
and not sufficiently imbued with a consciousness of the funda-
mental differerice of principle between oug Party and the social
democratic parties, and not sufficiently steeled in ruthless struggle

against the social democrats, the application of flexible tactics is
very Iikely to degenerate into Right opportunist tactlcs or into
sectarian fear of building up a united front.

We are not carrying on a sufficiently strong ideologieal struggle
against the fascist variety of nationalism. We are exposing
the national and social demagogy of the’fascists by explaining that’
they are lackeys of the big ‘bourgeosie. And here we find some-
thing approaching the opportunist social demtocratic theory ac-
cording to which the fascists are the party of the petty bourgeoisie
or of the lumpen proletariat. We also combat nationalism and
chauvinism in general, and even here our struggle. is not sufficiently
developed. But the overwhelming maJonty of Communists who
occupy a correct position on this question are not carrying on a
sufficiently ideological struggle against the specxﬁc fascist variety
of nationalism, and are not pointing out to the masses to a suffici-
ent degree that the fascist forms which natlonahsm is now taking
on are the best proof that it is the badly—smelhng ideology, of a
dying exploiting class coughing out the poisons of its death agony,
thereb'y‘ producing a revulsion against this ideology.

_In connection with the maturing of the world revolutionary
crisis our Parties everywhere are not putting forward the question
of power. But in connection with this maturing of the revolution-
ary crisis the social democrats are also now putting forward the
question of power, but for their own demagogic ends. In order to
deceive the workers, the social democrats are now saying also that
the only way out of the crisis Is socialism, and the transfer of
power to the working class. Some of them are even talking about
“dictatorship of the proletariat,” but with some reservations. 'The
proletariat cannot triumph in the coming decisive battles and can-
not rally around the Communist Parties if our Communist Parties
do not break down this demagogy of the social demecrats and suc-
ceed in linking up the struggle for the smallest partial demands of
the masses with the struggle for power, explaining in concrete terms
how to go about conquering power and show how the social demo-
crats are now attempting to sidetrack the workers from this real
struggle for power through their lying demagogic phrases. Can we
say that this campaign of explanation and exposure, in connection
with the question of power, is being well carried out? We must
frankly admit that it is not. Now, when the question of power has
become a vital question of the day, just as during the first post-war
revolutionary crisis, all questions of the State acquire exceptional
importance—questions which Lenin so masterfully expounded in
“ State and Revolution ” and “ The Proletarian Revolution and the
Renegade Kautsky ”—theories which have now been fully' con-
firmed by the development of -the two paths—Bolshevik and social
democratic. Are we now elevating the question of power to a
question .of principle in our mass agitation? - No, we are not. And
this is because -we have .neglected revolutionary theory, as ex-
pressed in the fact that even the famous twenty-one conditions
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adopted at the Second Congress of the Comintern have not yet been
thoroughly assimilated everywhere at the present time, when they
are of particular significance in connection with the attempts of
the “Left” social democrats to form a new Second-and-a-half or
Fourth International.

‘Comparatively speaking, it is our Chinese, German, Polish, and
Bulgarian Communist Parties, not to mention, of course, the
C.P.S.U., which show most interest in theory and in the study of
the principles of Leninism. And it is no mere chance that they are
our strongest Parties in the -actual struggle. - Our other Parties—
American,. British, Czechoslovakian, French, etc.—show consider-
ably less interest in theory and in the study of the principles of
Leninism, although we note a growing tendency in these Parties in
this direction, especially among their younger members. This
theoretical backwardness is one of the reasons why it is compara-
tively more difﬁcult for them to overcome opportunist vacillations
in practlce

Our German, Chinese, Polish, and Bulgarian Parties have been
ideologically steeled in hitter struggles on questions of principle.
We were recently given a very good example of this by our great
comrade, Dimitrov, who, on the Tenth Anniversary of the Septem-
ber uprising in Bulgaria, felt the necessity, even in court, of criticis-
ing the opportunist errors of the Bulgarian Party leadership, to
which he belonged in 1923.

Our other Parties follow quite a different method in attempting
to overcome their opportunist errors. They overcome them without
ideological battles, very quietly and inconspicuously, making a
family affair out of it.. Consequently their overcoming of these
errors is not very complete, and relapses are very frequent.

Owing to the neglect of theory by our Parties, they have not
yet. sufficiently assimilated the principles and methods of Leninism.
In order to carry out consistently the line of the Comintern, it is
not enough to absorb its directives empirically. They must be also
theoretieally assimilated. But in this respect the situation in our
Parties.is far from being satisfactory.

In connection with the problem of theoretical firmness and
empiricism I wish to dwell on one question. Some comrades com-
plain . that with our scholarly language and politically keen
definitions we have difficulty in reaching the masses, for the masses
always think in empiric terms. It is necessary to be quite clear on
this point. The Russian Bolsheviks always placed theory on a very
high level, but at the same time were able to speak to the masses in

such popular language and find such a direct approach to them,
aware at all times of what was troubling them, what they wanted
and what they were striving for, that their agitation met with
ready response among the great masses of workers and peasants.
The Russian Bolsheviks were very adept at establishing contacts
with the masses. The Bolsheviks maintained, and still maintain,
that without this, theory is of absolutely no value, because they are
not library scholars but revolutionists, leading mass movements.
But the secret of the success of the Bolsheviks lies in the fact that
they were not only able to link themselves up with the masses,
but were also able to bring the masses with them, and direct their
struggle towards the great revolutionary aims of the working class,
and in the fact that they did not drag along at the tail of the
masses, or bow down to spontaneity, but elevated the masses to the
level of the revolutionary tasks which faced them. But the
Party must be able to master the revolutionary theory of Marxism-
Leninism. This theory, based on dialectical materialism, is a very
complicated theory.

There is no question that our Parties are growing ideologically
and have even grown fast during the past years. But their ideo-
logical growth still lags far behind the demands of the day,
especially now when the pressure of the class enemy on our
Parties is being tremendously intensified, and when great firmness
of principle is required to withstand this pressure.

Our journal, the “Communist International,” as the leading
political and theoretical organ of the Executive Committee of the
Comintern, is, or at least should be, a lever for raising the theor-
etical level of our Parties. But if it is to fulfil this function
effectively, our Parties must come to its aid in two ways: First of all
responsible comrades from our sections must at last begin to col-
laborate in a systematic manner with our journal, and not only in
the sense of writing for it and supplying it with informative
articles, but also with a view to bringing up problems arising from
the movement in their countries. They must learn to bring up and
work out these problems in a Leninist manner.

The second thing which we demand of the leaders of our
Comintern Sections is that they should take energetic steps to
obtain & large circulation for our journal in order to raise the
theoretical level of our active Party members. This is particularly
important at the present time, when many of our Parties are being
driven underground and the publication of their theoretical organs
has to be suspended as is the case in Germany. (Applause.)

Comrade Raymond Guyot (Y.C.L. Ffance)

The French delegation considers the criticism of it made at this
Plenum—particularly that of Comrade Chemodanov—to be correct.

-After the victory of the Party over the “Left” opportunist
Barbe-Coutheillas group, which held the leadership of the Youth
League in its hands, the C.C. of the Party introduced an energetic
struggle for the liquidation of the theoretical and practical in-
fluence of this alien group within the Y.C.L. The first results of this
struggle were that the membership of the League grew in five
months from 4,000 to 5,700 and that the positions in the factories
were strengthened.

. After these first results the attention given by the Party to
youth questions diminished; the leadership of the Y.C.L., with Com-
rade Charriére at the head, brought the League on to an oppor-
tunist path. A strengthened leadership became therefore necessary.
But instead of this it became weakened. This makes the responsi-
bility of the Party considerably heavier. From this regrettable
experience every possible lesson for the future must be drawn.

In the period since the Twelfth Plenum the number of mem-
bers of the League has dropped. But more serious still is the fact
that the connections with the factories became lost and that, as
follows from the development of the “Advance Guard,” the
League’s central organ, this retrogressive movement of the
organised forces was accompanied by a diminution in influence
among the youth.. It is equally easy to understand that the train-
ing of cadres and the formation of leaderships not only relaxed;
they even followed a path directly opposed to the line of the Party
and the Y.C.I1.

" In July of last year the Executive of the Y.C.I. proposed that,
in view of the critical situation of our League, an extraordinary
League conference should be summoned and a special commission

established to make preparations for this League conference. The
fact that the Party leadership at first did not approve of this step
is evidence that the alarming condition of the League is not per-
fectly recognised and that the youth question is in general under-
estimated and not looked upon as one of the chief tasks of the
Party.

The bourgeoisie, however, is bringing all its parties, all its news-
papers and writers, into play. Every conceivable effort is being
made to militarise the youth and to divert them as an active mass
into the channel of their counter-revolutionary policy to the ad-
vantage of the profits of big capital. Yet the working youth, whose
wages are being cut, who are being handed.over to starvation, who
in the barracks are being harassed to death with drill, are not let-
ting themselves be caught, but are fighting in their hundreds of
thousands in strikes and on the street.

The assertions of the opportunists of the Charriére type that
the working youth are passive and demoralised, have nothing in
common with reality, with the day-to-day class struggle. Like all
opportunists, Charriére ascribes to the workers his own mental con-
dition. In the whole of the recent period, during the Paris Con-
gress, more than 100,000 young workers were mobilised in France
against war and fascism; a large number of members of the social-
ist and even of the Christian pacifist youth organisations took part
in this congress. Since August 90 soldiers’ letters have been pub-
lished in “IPHumanité,” and there have been 14 demonstrations in
the camps and barracks of the bourgeois army. In the strikes at
Citréen’s and in Dunkirk the young workers were the most active.
At Troyes and Strassbourg they opposed the manceuvres and fought
heroically in the street battles against the mobile guards.

What facts have we got to establish?
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At a session of the C.C. in November, 1932, it was decided at the
suggestion of Charriére to place the provision of recreation centres
for the toiling youth in the centre of the League’s activity.

" The strike conflicts proceeded without preparation, without
direction of the activities of the young Communists who, left in
the lurch by the League leadership, continued to fight courageously
at the head of the youth, as for instance in Strassbourg, but who
did not organise the youth and consequently did not free them
from the influence of the bourgeois, Christian and other organisa-
tions, nor isolated these from the masses. The tasks of the work in
the mass organisations was replaced by “ disputes ” with the leaders
of the grouplets of the renegades, Trotskyists and Pupists. It was
possible for tendencies towards actual fights against the socialist
youth to spread, particularly in the North.

How was it possible for opportunist elements like Charriére to
be able to guide the Y.C.L. on to a path opposed to the line of the
Y.C.I. and the Party? And how is it to be explained that the Party
could so reverse the process of building up the League?

After the Twelfth Plenum of the C.I. the question of the win-
ning over of the youth and of transforming the Y.C.L. into a mass
organisation was not thrashed out in discussion by the Party. That
is the main reason. The result of this was that the attention of
each cell and each Party member was not directed to this main
task. The slogan: “Beside every Party Cell a Youth Cell! ” was
many times repeated but never explained. Not a single Party Cell
was mobilised in a concrete manner for the realisation of this task.
In practice no effective leadership of the Communist youth was
exercised by the Party.

In contrast to the bourgeoisie the winning over of the toiling
youth for Communism was still regarded as a secondary task in the
belief that one can still manage without it. This attitude prevails
not only in the lower and intermediate units of the Party; it has
been represented even by a member of the Polbureau.

The youth are resolutely militant, but they are arrayed in their
millions in the bourgeois organisations. The majority of the work-
ing youth are organised in the Catholic Youth. Tens of thousands
are in the Socialist Youth. The bourgeois youth organisations em-
brace more than 3 to 4 million young people. We have got to work
so that this youth is won over and comes to us.

We must put an end to the underestimation of the youth if we
mean to carry out, not only in words but in deeds, the central task
of the Party: the winning of the majority of the working class; if
we mean to make of the Communist youth a reservoir from which
the Party can draw forces that are experienced and able to fight in
the advance guard of the proletariat.

Once again there have sprung up in the Party views questioning
the necessity of the existence of a Youhg Communist League. It
has been proposed that the Y.C.L. should be disbanded and its
members regarded as Party members.

This conception has its roots in a faulty conception of the role
of the Party and of the role of the Y.C.L. It is not yet clear to
every Party member that the Y.CL. is the organisation of the
masses of the youth fighting for Communism, who only through
training and through the struggle are being educated to be Party
‘members. In consequence they misrepresent also the relationship

between the Party and the Young Communist League. They
imagine that the two organisations are on an equality and con-
nected together through reciprocal delegation of representatives to
all organisations. . The normal. relationship  between Party and
Youth League can be correctly solved only when the Party organises
the youth in the Young Communist League, leads them in a con-
crete manner and wins them for its policy and tactic.

The slogan: “To every Party Cell a Youth Cell ” has met with
resistance among some members of the Party. The correctness of
this slogan was tested in practice by Party Cells which had worked
for the realisation of this slogan. In recent months we have al-
ready secured some results in this regard in the course of the
recruiting campaign now proceeding.

Our task is to catch up with the Party as regards number of
members, in the main by recruiting inside the factories. We must
bring each of the 400 Cells of our Party to the point where they
turn the slogan: “ 'I‘o every Party Cell a Youth Cell ” into fact.

Such wark on the part of every Party Cell makes possible the
rapid transformation of the Y.C.L. into a mass organisation. In
Dunkirk we had no organised mass in the Y.C.L. at all before the
strike. The Unitary Trade Union on the other hand was strong
and included a large number of the younger dockers. It had put
forward demands for the young dockers and had formed on the
basis of the struggle for these demands a strong trade union sec-
tion. The dockers’ movement had a great influence on the girls in
the local textile mill. Our comrades carried out among them a
solidarity campaign and organised an agitation for their own de-
mands. To-day more than twenty mill girls are organised in a
trade union section. Combined with these economic struggles we
developed the struggle against the imperialist preparations for war
and for the defence of the Soviet Union. The young dockers sent
collectively their declargtion of affiliation to the Paris Congress
against war and fascism. Calling. up.for military service proceeded
to the sound of the anti-imperialist struggle. In the trade union a
fund was started for the recruits. Finally, at a meeting of 80 young
dockers a delegate to the Sixteenth anniversary celébrations in the
U.S.S.R. was elected, and confirmed at a meeting of 2,500 dockers
and 150 girls from the textile factory. In the course of strike con-
fiict, of this action against war and for the defence of the U.S.SR.,
the Y.C.L. Cell was created.and reinforced this action. We have
to-day in Dunkirk a. cell of 29 young Communists, with another cell
at the docks.

In Castres, a textile centre, where a magnificent strike is in
progress, results similar to those in.Dunkirk were secured.

The results of the mass work of the Party among the youth are
due to the resolute application of the decisions of the Communist
International. By this means the position of the League was im-
proved. Our successes have put ‘a 'seal once and for all to the
bankruptcy of Charriére’s opportunist *“ theories ” and consolidated
our ranks. In recent months 460 young people became members of
the League. In future recruiting campaigns the Party muist set
itself the task of winning greater masses of the youth. That is the
way along which we can carry out our tasks, along which we can
catch up with the Party as regards number of members, which will
lead to the Party winning for the cause of Communism thousands
of young workers, who will put their zeal and their enthusiasm at
the service of the cause of the proletariat, of the Revolutlon
(Applause.)
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