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Twenty Years Ago

By Hugo Eberlein

The following article by Comrade Eberlein, who was
one of the co-founders of the heroic Spartakus League,
represents the opening of a new anti-war campaign.—Eb.

It was in the beautiful month of May, 1914. In Germany a
erful and garrulous Kaiser from the Hohenzollern line was on
throne. In all Kindergaerten, in all achools and in' all
Fhurches, men. women, young people and children were taught to
Jook up to him with love and respect as the hereditary ruler of
ermany. Hardly a number of the various illustrated periodicals
Eppeared but that it had pictures of the Kaiser in it. What he

‘as doing. what he was not doing., where he stood. how he walked,
) what he travelled and on what horse he rode—and he was &
}'ery mobule gentleman anxious to push his finger inw every pie.
Al he did and all he said were fatteringly recorded in all the
ewspapers. Two patriotic songs were played everywhere, on
ds in the quarters of the well-to<do and on hurdy-gurdies in
workers' quarters—*The Watch on the Rhine” and the
rman version of “.God Save the King.”

In Austria, too, a Kalser was on the throne, an old and
spected gentleman, ruler of an empire comprising many nations.
e contingents from all these nations were hammered into a
iform army having a double purpose—to oarry the sword and
ield of the empire against the foreign foemen, and in the in-
ior to support the imperial structure and maintain law and

t there was one firm and unmoving point—-the Kaiser,

sixty-six years he had sit on his throne above it all, immovable,
healthy and active in his way. And in Vienna itself, Prague,
Budapest, Cracow and Pola the military bands played his anthetn
—*“ God Save our Kaiser.”" ) e

But both these Kaisers were outdone in power and panoply by
the Czar of all the Russias who held sway over the greater part
of Europe and Asia. Unlike the others, he was not only the secu-
lar head of his subjects, but also the head of their ¢hurch. The
revolution which threatened to shake him off his throne had been
happily ¢rushed and all danger seemed past. The defeat of the
Russian armies in the Russo-Japanese war had been made good by
the organisation of ‘a still more powerful army. The rebellious
bourgeoiste 'had again become the obedient servants of the Czar.
who protected them against the importimities of the workers and
won new spheres of infiuence for them. The peasants were being
pacified by reforms along Stolypin lnes and Russian State securi-
ties érept up on the stack exchanges of thé world, In the few'
schools and in the tnnumerable charches of the Czarist empire ‘the
strains of “ God Save the Czar ” sounded unceasingly.

Under the sceptres of these powerful rulers enormous accumu-
lations of wealth were made, but they were unevenly distributed
between the various empires and still ‘more unevenly distributed
within their frontiers. The few Teceived their share in ahundance,
and the many scrambled for the crumbs thaj fell from the rich
man's table. Millions and millions got nothing at all And peace,

er. The empire of the Habsbugs was not a stable ane, but at 3 i )
by porpemmebleaed;ragnedwc&wmhummvmme
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Rhine and the Danube.~ On the Dgnube? ¥es, even on the
Danube, for what was a little Balkan war on the Lower Danube?
It was so far away, almost in Turkey. And if the people there
sprang at each other’'s throats, what about it? .

In Europe itself there was peace, not only peace, but a secure
peace as the parliamentary orators assured the people in all coun-
tries in solemn meetings in Berlin and in Paris. Was there not the
powerful internatidfial social democracy and the trade unions with
their millions of members, and did they not keep a watchful eye
open for the preservation of peace? Peace at home and peace
abroad, sang the choir of-the reformists and pacifists. The period
of wars and revolutions is past, thanks be to God! .

In a little Austrian village near the Russian frontier a political
emjgrant, salmost unknown to the world of the great and mighty,
the leader of & party little known abroad, was at work, Viadimir
Ilyitch Lenin, the leader of the Bolshevists.

But by. the year 1914 the period of free trade and free com-
petition, the period in which low prices played the part of heavy
artillery in the struggle for foreign markets, the period which
provided the economic basis for political liberalism, had already
passed. But with the end of this period ended also the perfod of
peace at home and ce abroad. The new economic system,
monopolist capitalism, was warlike both abroad, that is to say, as
opposed to its foreign competitors and to the colonial and semi-
colonial peoples, and at home, t is to say, towards its own pro-
lemﬂ% As early as the 'seventies of the last century the first
cartels’ began to be formed in the most important branches of
production. At the turn of the rentury these cartels represented
the basis of the whole of mic life. The concentration of
production and capital became the motive force in the formation
of cartels, for the cartels gave the capitalists the power to exploit
not only their own workers who produced commodities at home,
but also the consumer wherever he might be. The small banks
with their discount business were no longer influential enough to
finance these.new undertakings. The banks began to undertake
the financing of industrial undertakings, industrial capital began
to merge with bank capital, and the finance oligarchy dominated
the whole economic system. Monopolist capitalism gave the death-
blow to free trade and powerful customs barriers were erected. In
their customs policy the capitalists found themselves at one with
the agrarian junkers who were clamouring for tariffs to protect
them. i

International cartels were formed and controlled the markets
of the world practically in a monopolist fashion. Monopolist capi-
talism prevents the unhindered development of the productive
forces because it eliminates competition. It also limits industrial
production and turns the capitalists into rentiers, coupon clippers
and mere parasites. Thus, taken as a whole, manopolist capitalism
produces a certain stagnation and leads capltalism into a period of
decline and decay. But the rottenness which results is not a pas-
sive process of decay. The most profitable business of finance capi-
tal is the export of capital (railways, canals, etc.) to the backward

countries aj a result of which it controls the affairs of these coun-
tries and extracts a super-profit from its operations. The urge
towards the formation of national States is replaced by the urge

to control foreigh countries—the policy of mongpolist capitalism is
imperialism. Hawever, the earth was already divided up between
the big capitalist countries and in consequence a struggle for the
re-division of the earth set in and as a further consequence the
armamient race, the conclusion of military alllances, the mobilisa-
tion of the lesser States round the banners of the two imperialist
protagonists, in this case, Great Britain and Germany, and the
feverish and open preparations for imperialist war.

This struggle for super-profit is fought out on the backs of the
But pressure produces
counter-pressure. National-revolutionary movements grew up in
Turkey, China, Persia,” everywhere. The Arabs in Tripali offered
desperate resistance to the invading Italians. And what of the
proletariat itself? It fought bitterly in hundreds of mass economic
struggles with hundreds of thousands engaged on the side of the
workers, but these struggles were fought qut along old trade union
principles and as a result for the most part they were unsuccessful.
A demand grew up increasingly for new methods of struggle. The
workers of the world felt instinctively thgt they were about to be
led into the slaughter and they exerted pressure on the Inter-
national. The Stuttgart congress which took place in 1907 adopted
a resolution to the effect that the workers of all countries should
adopt the most effective means possible in order to prevent the

outbreak of war and that if they failed in this they should |

maintain their deadly enmity towards capitalism and utilise the
economic and political crisis brought about by the outbresk of war
in order to overthrow ecapitalism. In 1912 this resolution was
solemnly reaffirmed by the congress of the' International in Basle.

And then preparations went ahead for the next congress which |

was to be held in Vienna in erder to
the congress was to have taken place in August, 1914.
That was approximately the situation twenty years ago. By

Well, we shall see,

the grace of God? Kaiser Wilhelm IT ruled over the German |
Empire, Kaiser Franz Joseph over the Austro-Hungarian Empire, |

and
village | on the Russian frontier an almest mnknowm Russian
political emigrant was at work—Wladimir Ilyitch Lenin.
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The Japanese-American Conflict

By Howard Lindsay (New York)

The Japanese-American antagonism consists of a conflict
between two imperialist countries, each of which is striving to
extend its sphere of influence, especially in Asia. Japan aims to
dominate China and the Pacific.
scene to participate in the carving up of China. This led {o the
so-called Open Door policy, by which the U.S. attempted to wedge
her way into Asia, particularly China. Japan's ambition to rule
exclusively in China would mean the forced exit of American
capital from China and Asia.

Japan, as a new factor in Latin and South America, serves to
intensify the basic contradiction between the U.S. and British
imperialism. Britain's campaign against Japanese dumping in
the colonies and in her markets has been one factor to force
Japan -to seek markets in South American. and the Carribean
.countries. Japan's efforts are primarily directed at undermining
American influence there and at the same time beating the British
in South America.

The political support by British imperialism of Japan's policy
in the Far East in no way indicates a harmony of interest be-
tween Britain and Japan in China, but is an expression of the
basic Anglo-American contradictions and the anti-Soviet policy of
the British imperialists. The fight against the Chinese Soviets.
against the Soviet Union. binds L.agland to Japan. Britain relies
on Japan as a bhulwark against revolution in the Far Fast. This
factor is of great importance in directing British policy towards
Japan. .

The “ Washington (U.S.) News"” (April 30), mouthpiece of the
Roosevelt administration. accuses Japan of an * aggressive, driv-
ing programme of economic expansion” just at a time when the
<U.S. is preparing to enter “strongly into foreign competition.” A
special survey of Japanese trade competition made by the U.S
Department of Commerce shows that Japanese trade is making
phenomenal advances in Uncle Sam's own backyard, the in-
creases ranging from 100 to 1.000 per cent. in a majority of South
American ctountries, to the detriment of many American exports.

While the Japanese are invading one field after another in
American markets, political relations between the two countries

have become sharpened. The suavity of diplomatic language has |

only served to bring this sharpening into bold relief.-

In" an address in January of this vear the Japanese Foreign
Minister declared, that between the U.8. and Japan “ there exists
no question that is intrinsically difficult of solution.” Japan
desires American friendship. but U.S. must not fail to appraire
correctly Japan's position in Esastern Asia. which is characterised
as a ‘“cornerstone of peace” Almost coincidentally, Stanley
Hornbeck. chief of the Far Eastern Division of the State Depart-
ment, reiterated the Stimson doctrine of * non-recognition of
governments made by the sword"” The Japanese Foreign Office
reacted immediatelv. describing it as regrettable that Hornbeck
should revive the much-contested Stimson doctrine and wilfullv

iznore the existence of a great Power (Japan). which bears the |

responsibility for mairtaining peace in the Far East

On March 21 the American press printed the exchange of |

“ Amity Notes” between Japnan and the U.S. These notes, couched
in diplomatic verbiage. dcclared that no question “ fundamentallv
incgpable of amicable solutjon” exists between the TS and

Nicholas I ever all the Russians—and in.a Hittle Austrian :

—

America came late upon the !
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were not worth the paper tlice)
Less thain a month aller the exchauge, W

Japan. These " Amity Notes"~
were written oin.

| Japanése imperialists serve a notice which 1s auned directly at

America, with the intenudn of dnving US. imperialism out of
China and Asia, and saying 1n so many words that it is' prepared
to meet with force, if necessary, any opposition to its role as chiet
preserver of peace 11 Asia. The Japanese Foreign Office spokesmei:
fornuiated a Japanese * Monroe Doctrine” for Asia, which gives
Japau a sell-appointed and exclusive domunating infiuence in the
affalrs of Asia, particularly China.

The Japanese manifesto first ot all asserts baldly Japanese
overlordship in Asia. Japan has a “special position in China,” 1t
must carry out its “‘nussion” and fulfil its “special responsibili-
ties”, ‘there is no eountry but China that i8 in a position to
“share'witli Japin the responsibility for the maintenanee of peace
in Bastern Asia.” Japan will oppose the “supplying to China of
war-planes, the building of aerodromes in Chitia, and the detail-
ing of military instruetors and advisors to China; or the contract-
ing of & loan to provide funds for political uses.” The manifesto
opposes “ joint- operations undertaken by foreign Powers, even in
the name of technical and financial assistance” to China.

Americal: (ompanieés have been selling aeroplanes to China
and have participated in the establishment of Ohinese air routes

The Japanese statement comes close on the heels of a1 announce- -

menit by tae Nanking government of an order placed with the
United: Aircraft E&ports for bombing planes. American exports
of aeroplanes and parts to China amouated to more than 1,500,000
dollars 1n 1833. The Nanking government has estabhished a series
of air lines in co-operation with the Pan-American Airway Systeém.
tne Consolidated Aircraft Corporatioil, the Curtiss Wright Aircrafl
Corporation, and the United Aircraft Co. American instructors
at the government air school! at Hangchow include scveral
American aviators (Capt. Frank Hawks and Major James Doo-
Litle, etc.).

Ou Apri 30, the State Department made public a note sent
to the Japanese Foreign Minister which affirmed American treat
righits 1 the Far East 1n the light of Japan's declared intentio:n
t be the judge of wnat relations China may have withh Westeri
Nauons. The statement remunded Japan of the treaties and interna-
tional law in reference to, China, and declared that " no nation
can, without the assent of others concerned, rightfully endeavour
to make exclusive its will in situations where there are involvea
the rights, the oblightions and the legitimate interests of other
sovereign States.”

The Japanesé reply was a restatement of the Foreignu Office
spokesman’s definition of Japanese privileges in China, differing
ouly in tone. THe Open Door in China is still open if nothing
goes through it that Japan considers detrimental to the peace 11
the Far East. The suave reply of Hirota was attacked by the
“New York Herald Tribune” (4-25-34), which declared that
Japan's foreign policy *“ never will be abandoned as long as Japan
has a footing on,the mainland,” and concludes that this leaves no
founidation for future reiations with Japan but “alert distrust.”

Sir John Simon, the British Foreign Minister, announced that
the British government accepted the Japanese assurances that it
will observe the Nine-Power Treaty and will maintain the Open
Door in China, and that Britain “is content to leave this par-
ucular question where it is.” In this statement,.tlje British were
accused openly of co-operating with Japan against the U.S. Com-
mentirg on Sir John's statement, the “ Herald Tribune " writes
that ~ Sir_John's determination to drop discussion of it (Japan's
Note) before it 13 brought down to earth in one or another form
makes the British attitude towards Japan's ambitions almost as

. disturbing a proolem as Japan’s own declaration of them.” In a

similar vein the “New York Times,” in an edmal headed
“Scarceiv a Closed Incident,” criticises Sir John’s re to pub-
lish Lhe text of the Japanese Note to the Brisish government, as
he promised. This lack of publicity *left suspicions

that the Japanese and British governments may have
understanding to keep the contents secret.”

This indicates a renewal of the Anglo~Japanese alliance, prob-
ably 1n the form of a gentlemen's agreement. Japan can reckon
on Great Britain only against the US. and the US.SR., and not
with regard to Japan's plans to domunate the Pacific. In China
and the South Pacific, Japan and Brniusn interests conflict.

.Britain cannot permit Japan to come wo close o India. This

brobably expiains the recent British Note gently reminding
of British interests in China and the speeding up of work
naval base at Singapore.

§§ 3

The race for naval and air armaments is t{he J  pRpres-
sion af , the Japanése-American conflict. The US. answer to
Japan was President Rooseveit’s statement that he would ask
Congress to use an indeterminate amount of public works funds
for immediate naval construction. The.” Army and:Naval Jour-
nal” (4-28-34) says that the U.S. statement regarding naval con-

struction is an

\eltbas
mademmenadwbymeedmwmnpwm
the navy air flight demonstration to Honolulo, by uonanhlnx

Soviet Russin, by ‘continaing non-recognition ¢f Manchukuo,

macmmummmwm—mn‘mg ‘

tou corrvespondent; * Herald Tribune.,” 5-1-34). ;

The United Press wonders whether the announcement of
Japan's new Chinese policy “was timed to coincide withx the de-
parture of the U.S, fleet from the Pacific for the Atlantic.  Its
presence &iid manceuvres inh the Pacific have been factors in
Japanese-American relations” (“ New York World ' Telegram,”
254-34).

" American answer " to Japan. President m—

&

the U.S. navy.” (*New York Times," 16-4-34).
a. high seas battle such a8 might be: fought by
against a fleet of equal strength far out in the
oondlﬂmsvhtnhwould&uinmcnmdww aid.”
t* New York Times,"” 16-4-84.) nxsobmumwomw

transit a failure because it required 0 much time.

The cost of the naval building programme pa-.dbythe
Roosevelt administration is as follows: The Vinson Bill allotting
475 mullion - deilars—for 103 ships and 95 ‘miilion for meroplanes;

" 296 million from the Public Works Administration; 284 million in

the Naval Appropriations Bill, making a total of 1,125 million
aollars.—(** Congressional Recard,” March 1, 1934, page 3,630.) °

During the last seven years the US. spent 2,413 million dollars
on its navy. In thé past three years (excluding recent appropria-
ons» 1,085 million was spent. The present appropriation exceeds
tlle amount spent in the last three years and is by far the largest
amount spent by any nation in peace time. If the figures-on
army appropriations are included along with these for the navy,
it means that in the past seven years the U.S. has spent 5330
milbon dollars for direct war prepnraum (* Congressional
Record,” March 5, 1934, page 3,724.)

The Japanese Budget carries the largest military md paval
appropriations in Japan's history. Forty-five per cent. of the
Budget expenditures are for the army &#nd navy and, if the other
items closely related to military preparedness age included, the
appropriations reaches about 60 per cent. of the whole Budget.
Japan wants naval parity with the U8, to which the US, would
never agree. The situation has reached the stage of an inten-
sified naval race between the U.8. and Japan for hegemony of the
Pacific.

The Japanese mandated islands, the Caroline and llmhsll
islands, located in the South Pacific, form-.a strategic wexige be-
tween the Philippines and Hawail: = They aiready constitute a
series of bases for Japanese naval and air craft over a distance
of 2,000 miles along the route of afiy American fleet from Hawati
which may attempt to operate against Japan.

Japanese naval manceuvres during the summer o( 1933 took
place near lnese mandated islands in the Pacific. It was the
larggst aggregation of war vessels ever assembled under the
Japanese flag. This year's manceuvres will extend over a wide
area of the Pacific, south from the main islands of Japan and
embracing Bonin and Loochow islands; they are expected to’be
extended as far as the equatorial Pacific near th._m of Yap
which is clase to the US. island of Guam. When it wi
some time ago that Japan was building an airfield on t.bo
of Saipen (near Guam), the US. naval stafl hinted that |
Japanese authorities may have conceived the jdea from um
tailed survey the US. umuncdﬂnuaumm
Northern Alaska.

sé
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The Aleutian islands are within striking distance of the great
ciies and naval bases of Japan. A small fleet of U.S. naval planes
left recently for the Alcuuians to continue the intensive survey.
plans for fortification begun two years ago. The importance of
.the mandated islands to Japan in a war with the US. is fully
recognised. In order to build up U.S. naval bases in the Pacffic,
Carl Vinson, chairman of the Committee on Naval Aflairs in the
House of Representatives, suggests that the allies (England and
France) trade some of their Pacific islands to the US. in part
payment of their war debts to the U.S.

Unemployment Under the New Deal
By Charles D. Fletcher (New York)

After one year in the promised land of New Deal over fifteen
mullion men find themselves without jobs. Approximately 3,200,000
have been re-employed. This Questionable accomplishment is a far
cry from the promiscs made when Roosevelt took office to the
accompaniment of an orchestrated psean of praise by the press.
Bix million were to be re-employed through the N.R.A. by Sep-
tember, 1933. Four million were to be employed in public works by
October.

By early winter Secreta.ry of Labour Perkins claimed that four
milion were put to work as a result of the N.R.A. Secretary of
Interior Ickes clauned that five million received jobs as a result
of the public works programme. The Civil Works Administration,

- which was a subsidiary body to the Public Works Administration
hurriedly set up to provide work-relief for the winter, claimed to
have brought about the employment of four million workers.

In reamy each government department purposely- duplicated
each other's count to create a false impression. Instead|of what
seemed to be re-employment of twelve million workers only three
million had been returned to jobs by winter. In addition work-
relief was furnished by the C.W.A. to four million for three winter
months, and three hundred and fifty thousand young men were
established in semi-military work camps. That was all.

The main eflect of the N.R.A. on re-employment was that the
government legalised, institutionalised, and universally extended
the share-the-work (and pay) programme of the capitalists. The
government hoped thai by reducing the number of working hours
per week that three to four millilon more would be employed.

" Speed-up and other evasions prevented that. Although almost the
entire working clas$ has been put on short-week jobs and short

pay, perhaps threc-fourths of a million jobs were “ created ” this-

way.

The government's only direct move to increase employment
was through its public works programme. Three and a half mil-
hard dollars were allocated to the construction of public works (one-
third is for war preparations) last year. One-half milliard is being

‘ndded. This programme, we were promised, would put over a mil-
lion workers back on the pay-rolls directly and result in the indirect
employment of twice the number in the manufacture and shipping
of building materials. What the government propaganda did not
say, not mentioning other half-truths, was that this sum was not as
greay as the amount spent in 1928 or 1929, that the total volume of
construction 1 the country is under one-fourth of the 1929 figure,
and even the 1929 volume of construction failed to avert-the crisis.

The following table of employment is based on official censuses
and indices of employment. Allowances are made for migration to
and from farms, in and out of the country, growth of children into
workers and reduction of death rate.

(In thousands)

Workers July 1829 Mar. 1933 July 1933 Oct. 1933 Nov. 1933
EBmployed © 33,420 21,080 22,890 24,600 24,310
Unemployed 3,080 17,640 16,100 14,600 14,940
Employed in Pro- :

duction Industries 16,380 8,620 10,090 11,000 10,700
Per ocent. Unem-

ployed ... 8.3 51.8 43.5 38.4 40.1
Employed in Ser- . .

vice' Industries * 15,940 12,160 12,400 13,125 . 13,010
Per cent. Unem-

ployed 6.3 28.6 272 229 236

* Government gmploy ees, proh ssional service, .domestic and
personal service, trade, transportation and communieation workers. -

i

No. $1
Workers Dec. 1933 Jan. 1934 Feb. 193¢ Mar. 1934‘
Employed 24,390 23,400 23,900 24,640
Unemployed 14,840 16,060 15,630 15,000
Employed ‘in Pro-
duction Industries 10,390 10,140 10,490 10,970
Per cent. Unem-
ployed 41.9 426 40.5 37.8
Employed in Ser-
vice Industries... 13,420 12,710 12,780 13,000
Per cent. Unem-
ployed 21.2 25.4 249 23.6

At the point of lowest employment, March, 1833, 17,640,000
workers were out of work. It is impossible to determine how many
business men and farmers were thrown back into the working

class, but it would be erring on the side of mildness to estimate their |

number at between 800,000 and 1,000.000. The total unemployed
was thus approximately 18,500,000. In the year of herculean effort
of the New Deal but 3,200,000 workers were re-employed. All
figures of employment include large numbers of men and women
employed on the average of less than three days a week. Many
in the steel industry were employed as little as one day in each two
weeks. As long as their name appeared on the pay-roll they were

. reported as employed.

Workers in the production industries were harder hit than
those in service activities. Those in the construction industry were
the most severely hit of all industries. Disemployment of manu-
facturing workers in 1907-8 was approximately 15 per cent.; in
1814, 10 per cent.; in 1918, 15 per cent.; in 1921, 28 per cent.; in
1833, 43 per cent. As was to be expected, workers were more
severely affected by unemployment in the manufacture of produc-
tion goods, such as iron, steel and machinery.
engaged in the manufacture of products of direct consumption,
such as food, clothing, etc., were less unfortunate.

Per cent. of Manufacturing July 1929 Mar. 1933 Mar. 1934

Workers Employed com-
pared to July, 1829 in:—

All Manufacturing 100.0 57.6 79.0
Production Goods ... .. 100.0 39.0 60.5
Direct Consumption Goods 100.0 71.0 91.8

Workers in the construction industry were the most severely
affected of all industries. The number employed in March, 1933,
including those engaged in public works projects, was two com-
pared to each ten at work in July, 1929. Government employees
were the least affected of all workers by unemployment. From
available data it is estimated that 88 remaincd at work of each
ten in 1929.

When the proportion of workers on part-ime jobs is reduced
it should result in an increase of the average pay for those at work.
The New Deal that restored profits to capitalicts {ailed to raise real
wages of the workers above the extremely low level of the crisis
Sulll lower real wages are in prospect. After the present seasonal
spurt is spent the worker's pay-check will be smaller. In addition
the cost of, living will increase. According to the Department oi
Labour the cost of food has risen 20 per cent. in the last year and
continues rising. Clothing and house furnishings have risen

This low level of purchasing power is reflected in retail trade.

' The Federal Reserve Board issues monthly reports on business

done by department stores. These reports reveal that since Roose-
velt took office the increase over the same month of the previous
year in the number of dollars worth of merchandise sold was
smaller than the rise in prices. This means that less clothing.
house, furnishings and other needs were purchased than in the
hopeless year of 1932, Figures from chain grocery stores show that
warkers consumed less food.

Because of the N.R.A. short-week jobs and the increasing cost
of living, conditions for workers will become worse, or at best
remain at their present low level. The grinding speed-up imposed
upon them has made it inevitable that, even if production and ser-
vice should again reach the 1929 volume there wili be some eight
million workers unemployed.

In spite of a rise in prices bank loans for commercial and in-
dustrial purposes have not increased even from the low point of
the erisis. Prospects tor a resumption of miw capital investmen:s
are dismal. Artificial, government-induced activity is not a cure.
Rather, it is a fever that will inevitably resuh - ln & relapse.

Those workers |
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The New Greek State Budget
By Gr.

The Greek Minister of Finance, Loverdos, has submitted the
State Budget for 1934-35 to parliament, with the comment that it
shows a deficit of “only 100 million drachmas.” A brief analysis
of the Budget shows its outspokenly anti-popular character.

The revenue of the 1934-35 Budget is estimated at 10340
million drachmas, the expenditure at 10,582 million. This would
mean a deficit of 342 million drachmas. But it must be borne in
mind that one item figuring under * receipts " is the interest left
unpaid to the foreign creditors in accordance with the partial
moratorium: 1,417,000,000 drachmas. One can well imagine, there-
fore, what the cancellation of the moratorium would mean to
Greek State finances. .

On the revenue side, the indirect taxes are to bring in
6.866,000,000 drachmas, or 80 per cent. of the total revenue, while
the direct taxes are calculated at 1,700,000,000 drachmas, or 20 per
cent. of the revenue. It is a well-known fact that the indirect
taxes are imposed on the most important articles of consumption.
so that they are mainly paid by the toiling masses. At the same
time, the greater part of the direct taxation has to be paid by the
peasants, small tradesmen, handicraftsmen, etc. (land, income.,
turnover taxes, etc.), so that it may be stated that 90 per cent of
the taxes are paid by the toiling masses. Last autumn the govern-
ment imposed fresh taxes to the amount of 500 million drachmas.
These taxes included a tax on tobacco consumed in the country
itself, an income-tax which aroused the small tradesmen to revolt
in many places, a new tax on the salaries of employees and civil
servants. an increase in the tax on mineral oil. All these new
taxes are paid almost entirely by the working people. At the
same time the taxation of the capitalists has been further reduced
by a lowering of the death duties, etc.

As regards expenditure, the Budget of the three War Mini-
stries (army, navy, and air) swallows up a total of 1,871 million
drachmas. This sum does not, however, include the secret war
funds of the so-called * defence treasury.” nor the sum spent by
various Ministries for war purposes, as, for instance, the building
of roads and bridges, chiefly of a strategic character, by the Traffic
Ministry. The sum total of official military expenditure has been
increased by 90 million drachmas compared with last year.

One hundred and sixty million drachmas are provided for the
foreign cieditors i1 excess of the sum provided last year. The
total sum provided for the payment of interest on the, and redemp-
tion of, foreign debts amounts to 1,557.430,246 drachmas, or 15 per
cent. of the whole Budget. This year the landowners receive 150
million drachmas by way of rompensation for their *expropri-
ated " estates. The expenditure for the Ministries of the Interior
and Justice. together with the expenditure for the parliament and
senate. will amount to something over one million drachmas (10
per cent. of the Budget). Salaries for officials and civil service
officials amount to 3,097,000,000 drachmas.

The total expenditure for the administration and maintenance
of State power. for military expenses, for payments. to foreign
creditors, for compensation to the Greek landowners, amounts to
7.591.115,758 drachmas, as compared with 7.500,626,349 drachmas
In the Budgel for 1933-34, or 85 per cent. of the whole Budget.

As compared with this, 1.573.982.773 drachmas fall to produc-
tdve and cultural expenditure. as compared with 1,691,750,135
drachmas in 1933-34. equivalent to only about 15 per cent. of the
total Budget. Of this. 415 millions are to be expended for so-
called productive work as compared with 397 millions in 1933-34.
320 millions as compared with 354 for other work (chiefly for the
Ministry of Traffic). and 107.538.850 drachmas for the Agricultural
Ministry as compared with 108.919.577, a miserable sum for an
agrarian country like Creece. For education 18.636, 310 drachmas
are estimated in place of the 18.192.310 drachmas of the 1933-34
Budget. It is only necessarv to compare this wretched sum with
the official military Budget of 1.871.000.000 drachmas to gain a
clear idea of the culture of Greek capitalism

For the public health service 161.626.354 drachmas have been
éstimated as compared with the 139.339.361 drachmas for the
previous year. 100.584.800 drachmas for public welfare service as
compared with 117.430.300. Finally. 248.910.003 drachmas have
been allotted to the refugees' settlements as compared with
236.802.629 drachmas.

This is the new Budget of Greek capitalism—a Budget of cruel
robbery of the toiling masses. for the benefit of the Greek and
foreign capitalists. and of the insane preparations for war

Qermany ’

The Pogrom-Propaganda Action of the National

Socialist Party and the Reply of the C.P.G.

Following the Nazi “ May Day celebrations,” Dr. Geebbels
Minister for Propaganda, announced a “comprehensive  pro-
paganda against the grumblers,” which is to rouse the whole of
the people like drum-fire. After Hitler, on May first, gave vefit
to his annoyance with the critics and fault-finders, now, acocord-
ing to Goebbels' instructions, an attack is to be launched at
thousands of meetings throughout the length and breadth ¢f tm:
country against “ grumblers,” “ inciters,” and * rumoursspreaders.
As accompanying music to the intensified terror introduced by
the establishment of the new “ people's courts,” the propaganda
drum is to be beaten, not so much to convince as to intimidate
the enemies of the brown dictatorship.

Goebbels opened this new campaign of lies with a speech in
the Sports Palace in Berlin on May 11, which culminated in a -
furious incitement to a pogrom. As the fascist dictatorship of
finance capital possesses neither the means nor the will to do
anything in face of the disastrous impovenshmgnt of the ml-u
which is stirring up popular discontent, the indignation of the
masses, in accordance with the old recipe employed urudy in
tsarist Russia, s to be diverted from the ruling class by means
of anti-Jewish incitement. -

Of course Goebbels does not attribute the desperate economic
situation to its real causes, to the capitalist mismanagement, the
reckless foreign and commercial policy, the squandering of vast
sums on armaments and subventions, the wholesale corruption.
For him there is only one explanation: the Jews are to blame !
To the complaint against the boycott of German goods by the
Jews abroad Goebbels adds the following open threat eof a

m:— .
posTe * They must not believe that if they really carry the boy-
cott so far that it should represent a serious threat to our
economic situation, that we shall therefore leave the Jews
undisturbed. The hatred, fury, and desperation of the Ger-
man people would be first directed against those who are

within their reach in the country 5

The fascist leaders see the economic disaster approaching:
they observe how hatred, snger, and desperation are increasing
among the masses; they fear that the victims of their mismanage-
ment will call those responsible to account. Hence the frantic
attempt once again to divert the indignation of the people to the
Jews as scapegoats. Should it come to new terrorist excesses in
the next few weeks. then Goebbels' responsibility for such ex-
cesses will be plain to the whole world. The perverse criminal
Streicher, the district Nazi leader in Franconia, who oomNnu'hh
anti-Jewish incitement with sexual orgies and who, in a spetial
number of his notorious * Sturmer,” has again dished up all the
legends of Jewish ritual murders in the iast century, oecupm a
prominent place in the national socialist hierarchy. Incitements
to pogroms are part of the arsenal of national socialism. If fresh
massacres of Jews should occur in Hitler's “ Third Reich,” nobody
will believe that they represent a spontaneous action of the
masses.

Goebbels tells the workers that they should not be dissatisfied
if they have not yet attained a level of existence worthy of human
bemgs'. for “to-day we are in the midst of a war.” To the war
economy and the special courts, which are every whit as bad as
the cou}ts-martial. there is now to be added. as is ususal in time

v xhortation to hold out
o w;;,e t'rt-leesteof Goebbels' speech consisted of abuse of the Catholic
clergy who misused their pulpits for the purpase of propaganda
for the Centre party, and of chauvinist incitement against the
French If the launching of a special propaganda action agathst
the * grumblers " is an unmistakable indfcation of how hatue the
mood of the masses is to the Hitler regime, Goebbels' speech
shows even more plainly how the brown demasagogues are under

e of this mood of the masses. ¢
e g;;smgg of Germany has replied to the new campaign of
citement in a leaflet, in which it is stated:— g
" The drum-fire of national socialist propaganda 'is directed
against the grumblers and carping critics, against the spreaders
of rumours and incapables, against sabotagers and inciters.
That is what the leader orders and what Dr. Goebbels announces.

-
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Who are the grumblers? Millions of workers and employees are
still discontented, although they have work. Wages have been
reduced again and again; the deductions from wages have become
ever greater; prices are rising. One cannot keep. a family decently
on’'20 to 30 marks a Week. And now the factory “leaders,” ‘sup-
ported by the labour law, want to reduce wages and salaries still
_further., The Minister for Economy Schmidt says: “ A respon-
sible government cannot tolerate increasing wages.”

Dr. Ley spoke of the starvation wages of the German workers.
Whoever rebels against these starvation wages, whoever wants to
resist wage cuts and to organise the fight for a living wage, is a
grumbler.

“Down with‘the grumblers ! ” shout the bureaucrats, who, as
a result of the “national revolution,” have obtained office and
dignities and pocket several thousand marks a month.

Who are the carping critics? Newspapers write about the
tremendous successes of the battle for work.” But there are still
seven million unemployed. Those who have obtained, work are
for the most part just as badly off as before. They must drill in
the Labour-Service camps in return for a basin of soup and a few
pfennigs pocket money, or have to sweat their insides out as
* assistant agricultural labourers.” The number of persons em-
ployed has been increased by the introduction of short-time work,
but there is no corresponding increase in the rate of pay. The
workers on short time earn from 12 to 18 marks less than they
formerly received as unemployment benefit. Women and young
workers are turned out of the factories, miJlions of unemployed
are deprived of benefit. Whoever criticises these methods of the
“battle for work,” whoever describes it as a batile against the
workers, whoever demands adequate support for all unemployed,
is a carping critic.

Down with the carping ecritics, shout the capitalists, who
pocket millions for ‘*creating” work. They have nothing to
criticise in regard to the crention of profits, they are satisfied with
their 6 to 12 per cent. dividends.

Who are the rumour spreaders? Everywhere one hears that

the millions which have been squeezed out of the working peop!e,

for winter relief, for providing work, for protection. against air
attacks, etc., go to fill the pockets of corrupt Nazi officials or are
squandered on armaments. Hitler has a magnificent villa in the
Bavarian mountains and a new motor car nearly every day. He
draws thousands of marks a month in profits from his publishing
companies. Goering has a luxurious castle and every day a new
swagger uniform Goebbels has had a winter garden built in his
villa at the cost of 100,000 marks.

Under these circumstances the cover of the German currency
has fallen to 5 per cent. Inflatign and bankruptcy of the State
are approaching. Dr. Schacht has declared that Germany is
bankrupt. The bank and stock exchange magnates are not ex-
propriated. they are transferring their capital ‘abroad. The
money in the saving banks is handed over to speculators for the
purpose of “providing work.” The small savers will soon learn
to their cost that their money, which they have saved by dint of
bitter thrift, has again disappeared.

These are all facts. But whoever speaks of them is a spreader
of rumours. To thé concentration camps with the spreaders of
rumours! roar Hitler, Goebbels, and Goering, because they fear
the truth like the plague.

Who are the saboteurs and inciters? They are everywhere
where there are- working people, for it is not only the workers
who are realising that they were never exploited and oppressed
as much as they are in the Third Reich, but also the clerks, the
peasants, and the middle class. They believed Hitler would help
them, that he would reduce the taxes, abolish interest slaver:.
and bring about a fresh economic revival. But what have they
seen? The motor-car owners, the industrial magnates are freed
from taxation, millions are paid in subventions to the big
agrarians, - the houseowners, and even to the owners of big stores.
But the tax on wages, the turnover taxes, the poll taxes, in short
all taxes borne by the masses still exist. Millions of peasants’
sons are disinherited by the entailed farm law. The middle class
and small peasants are crushed by taxes, deprived of their last
penny by “voluntary gifts,” and. with the declining sales and
destroyed credits, are facing certain ruin.

If they murmur against, these conditions, if they call to mind

. the people who promised the moon but have done nothing but

the promises of the Nazis, if they do not pay the taxes, then they
are told: You are sabotaging national construction, you are incit.
ing against the national uplift! You are saboteurs and inciters.
To the Special Courts with the saboteurs and inciters! shout those
who benefit by the system of Nazi corruption, the deceivers of

increase the misery and bestial oppression of the working people.

The brown rulers are raging and threatening because the |
masses are turning away from them in disappointment and
indignation, because the resistance is growing, because the revolu-
tionary storm is approaching.

Hitler, Goering, and \ioebbels are thrzatening with imprison-
ment and the executioner’s axe all who venture to expose, criticise
and attack the capitalist exploitation, the starvation, the bloody
terror, the insane armaments of the * Third Reich.” Whoever
fights against thls system of wage-<cuts and reduction of relief, of
compulsory labour, extortionate taxation of the poor, of vast
profits for the millionaires, of tax abatements for the rich, is to
be rendered silent as a * grumbler " and * saboteur.” i

The capitalist rulers and their Nazi agents fear your criticism. |
Therefore, exercise the right of criticism! Goebbels and Hitler
are raging against the “spreaders of rumours.” Therefore, spread
the truth about your starvation existence, about the Nazi |
corruption and the vile terror! They abuse the Communists, the
revolutionary workers, who, in spite of bloody sacrifices, organise
and lead the fight for wages and bread, for socialism, as
‘“saboteurs * ahd “inciters.” Therefore, unite more firmly than
ever with these “saboteurs” and “inciters.” Become yourselves
‘“*saboteurs " and “inciters” against this accursed system of ex-
ploitaticn and violence!

Demand workshop meetings, with the right of the workers
to speak freely! Bring forward your complaints and demands, |
elect: piece-work and wages commissions! Do not tolerate wage |
cuts ! Demand wage increases in accordance with the rising
prices, the increased speed-up, and to make up for short-time
work !

Exert pressure on the *“confidence councils.” If they do not
put forward your demands, then they are not your confidence
councils, but the confidence councils of the employers. Elect
your own workshop delegates, set up your own independent class
trade unions !

“The critics did not do any better,” says Hitler. Who are
the critics? They are the revolutionary workers, the Commun-
ists. The working class never had power in Germany. They
could not show here that they can manage things better than the
capitalist class. The capitalists were in power when the social
democrats sat in the government. They are in power now
when the Nazis are governing. The social democrats and
national socialists have brought nothing to the working class but
hunger, misery, and slavery, because they are in the service of
capitalism.

The critiés of capitalist exploitation, the Communists, have
shown that they can do things better where they are in power, in
the Soviet Union. There there is no unemployment, no wage
cuts, no misery and starvation for the working people, no terror
against the workers. The bank and stock exchange magnates
are expropriated, the mines and factories and the land belong to
the workers and peasants. Only the working r2ople have to
decide. They have the weapons in their hands. and they have
victoriously defended the proletarian fatheriand against world
imperialism.

Communism is the only salvation for the German people.
Hitler is leading Germany to disaster. Inflation and war stand
threatening at the door. A system which is doomed to perish is
defending itself by means of terror and murder against the rising
working class.

After a bestial war of extermination waged for a year against
the revplutionary proletariat, the fascist rulers are trembling at
our criticism, at our attack.

Therefore, more courageously forward in a firm united front
against wage cuts and deductions from wages, against deprival
of unemployment benefit, against compulsory ‘labour. against
terror and war incitement !

For the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship of capital !

For the workers’ and peasants’ power! For the dictatorship
of the proletariat! For Soviet Germany !

The Communist Party of Germany.

I ——
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The Nazis’ Attack on the Soviet Union
By Gore Graham

The Nazis are beset with difficulties. After the many funeral
| orations over Marxism the activity of the Communists is as per-
| sistent as over. After months of bullying, the opposition in the
| churches is as strong as ever; the " quarrelsome men of God" are
still a sharp thorn in the Nazis' side. And, above everything, the
economic situation shows no real improvement.

Nazi leaders have admitted that the way out for Germany is
the securing of a larger share of the world markets and imperialist
expansion. But the recent trade figures reveal that during the first
quarter- of the present year German exports are 8 per cent.
(7,600,008 marks) less than they were in the same period last year.

As a reflection of the general difficulties the struggles within the
Nationalist forces have grown sharper, marked this week in the
arrest of the former Stahlhelm leader—although for months the
Stahlhelm is supposed to have been absorbed in unity with the Nazi
Storm Troops.

The leaders of Hitler Germany have thus begun a new blood-
thirsty attack on revolutionary elements. The new People’s Courts
are a measure of their determination to behead those who even
think anti-fascist thoughts. They have thus begun a new wave of
persecution against the Jews, preparing pogroms on the Jews in a
way probably never equalled in history.

And they have thus begun a new offensive against the Soviet
Union. Hitler’s speech to the “ German Labour Front” on May 16
was distinguished by a bitter and peevish attack on the Soviet
Union.

The Soviet Union, as the only anti-fascist State in the world,
has just recently exposed the war aims of Hitler Germany in the
clever diplomatic proposal for a pact with Germany guaranteeing
the safety of the Baltic States. The Nazis were forced to turn this
proposal down. And there is no need to expatiate on the reasons.
Only a few days after this exposure of German war aims in the
East, Latvia carries out a fascist coup under the leadership of a
Premier who negotiated with Hitler.

In addition the Nazis are getting uneasy owing to the fact that
the Soviet Union has steadily diminished its imports from Germany.
The Soviet Union has not carried on a lot of showy phrasemongering
about boycott but has systematically reduced its imports from Ger-
many so that during the first quarter of this year they are 75 per
cent. lewer than they were in the same period last year.

For several years the Soviet Union has been the best customer
of German industry. The impossible behaviour of the Nazis has
changed all this. The unemployment and short time for tens of
thousands of German workers that will result from this great re-
duction of Soviet orders is something else the German workers have
to thank Hitler for. .

And so Hitler loses his temper and makes a long attack on the
Soviet Union, an attack that also was made a few days after the
very ceremonious visit of the Japanese naval squadron. And this is
the calibre of his attack..

After the usual stories about millions dying of hunger in the
Soviet Union, he said:—

“ Soviet Russia seemed like a man wandering through a
bog on the arm of a stronger man. .This Soviet Russia toiled
perpetually along on the arm of capitalist States. She took
from them her workers, her engineers, her machines but talked
the whole time about Marxian Communism. Soviet Russia
should be stood on her own feet and told: ‘Now create your
paradise yourself.’ The results would be interesting. At pres-
ent the land of Communism lived from the non-Communist in-
stitutions of the world.”

This strikes one first of all by the humour of it; for it is an
expression of Hitler's irritation that the Soviet Union is independ-
ent of the capitalist world, and, to be very concrete, independent of
German industry to the tune of reducing its imports by 75 per cent.
within a year!

Secondly, it is as baseless as the yarns he spun about the
hungry, dying millions.

The number of foreign workers in Russia is not one per cent.
of the total number of workers in Soviet industry. The proportion
of foreign engineers and technicians in relation to Russian engin-
eers and technicians is considerably less than it was before the
Revolution.

And now as regards material from abroad. The policy of the

——

Soviet Union has been one of perfect willingness to have a of
world trade, to buy or sell an the world market the things 4 it
wants to buy and sell and on terms that suit it, This is'an ad- ,
vantage Lo the Soviet Union but it is not a vital necessity. i

The world crisis that shook the whole of the capitalist countries
to pieces merely affected the Soviet Union to the extent of causing
1t to change its foreign trade planning. . ¢ 5% |

As for the proportion of this foreign trade, let us take the
period of the first Five-Year Plan. During that period 431 milliard
roubles were invested in Soviet industry, agriculture and transport.
Of that sum only 3.5¢ milliards were devoted tp forelgn purchases.
Not ten per cent. of the total. i

Last year, 1933, the first year of the second Plan, that pro-
portion grew even smaller. To talk of socialist construction in the
USS.R. leaning upon the kindly arm of the capitalist world.is
merely the drivel of a fascist butcher irritated hy all the difficuities-
of running a prison State. : s, &1

If the Soviet government has demanded credits for its
chases abroad then this is only in accord with general custams of
world trade. Purchasers of machinery, factory equipment and the
like always ask and always get long credits. And the Soviet
government has been the receiver of this credit because it alone is
the buyer for the whole country. '

But the leader of fascist Germany to talk about Soviet de-
pendence on the capitalist world! German industry during the
past years has been built up and rearganised simply by foreign
loans. And at this very moment the economic leaders of Glermany
are struggling their hardest to avoid the catastrophe of headlong
inflation simply as a result of foreign bondholders that have their
hands on German industry's throat demanding their intefest; - -

Nazi Germany, that is mobilising all it has for war, and war on
the Soviet Union, cannot even do this without forelgn support.
Hence the rapid building up of.the German-Japanese alliarioe, and
the Nazi toadying to British imperialism for its support in this war.

The puerility of Hitler's attack on the Mﬂ Union is merely a
measure of his bitter exasperation. Yes; the Naszis are in difficul-
ties. And that means only one thing: that the fighters for peace,

= oo — S e

" the defenders of the Soviet Union, must quickly strengthen their

forces for the struggle against the threatening imperialist war on
the Soviet Union.

Austria’

The International Federation of Trade lfnionn
Hands Over Workers’ Money to Dolifuss

By Gustav (Vienna)

A few days ago the workers, not only of Austria, but of the
whole world were surprised by the report that the police, in con-
junction with the functionaries of the one-time free trade.unions
of Austria, had succeeded in getting huge sums of money, belong-
Ing to the trade unions, back to Austria from abroad.: The news
was first received with general ineredulity ir. Austria. ‘However,
the release of the trade union bureaucrats who' had thus purchased

example of the metal workers' leaders is to be followed by the '
bureaucrats of the food workers' and the building workers’ unions.

It scems that there are no depths of treachery to the workers
to which the social fascists would not sink. Even those
believed that nothing more could surprise them are again :faced
with facts which they find hard to believe. The Austrian
unions were always the most “ radical " in the social
national. They always spoke with contempt of thetr
rades who openly advocated collaboration with
They themselves have solemrily said : ‘Rather die than be slaves!
For what is life without freedom? .

The followers of the Ausirisn trade union leaders therefore
expected from them miracles of herolsm. When, in Pebruary, it
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fight, and when none of the trade unions issued the slogan of the
general strike, the trade union members hoped at least that their
leaders would steadfastly reject fascism. But the Austrian trade
union bureaucrats even surpassed their Ifalian and German col-
leagues in cowardice and treachery. The Italian trade union
leaders required years until D’Aragona concluded his Judas Pact
with Mussolini. Leipart and his comrades offered their services to
Hitler already after two months, when they called upon the workers
to take part in the national socialist May Day festival. .

The Austrian trade union leaders did not need even this time
for consideration. Before the thunder of the guns had ceased they
offered their stbmission to Dollfuss. They flocked to join the
Patriotic Front while the corpses of the insurgent workers were
still unburied. The secretary of the Labour Chamber, Dr. Palla,
took & seat on the fascist administrative council. Other trade
union bureaucrats accepted functions in the fascist unity trade
union, and among these secretaries were no less than 12 social
democrats.

The social-democratic party of Austria, however, still had the
excuse that all these were only contemptible deserters. ‘A great
number of trade union functionaries, on the other hand, were
pining in prison rather than bow the knee to fascism. It was
argued that the best proof of the hostility of the social democracy
and the trade union secretaries to fascismm wes the fact that large
sums of trade union money had been sent abroad in order to
“prevent its being seized by the fascists and to keep it for the fight
of the Austrian workers.

This money is now being given back to Doilfuss as the price for

the release of the trade union bureaucrats. To them, life without
freedom was worth nothing, and they have bought their wretched
personal freedom with the money which was contributed by the
workers for the fight for freedom for all. ,

The responsibility for this monstrous act of treachery rests
not only with the Austrian trade union bureaucrats but with the
whole of the S8econd International, for the money could not have
been handed over without the consent of the I.F.T.U.

The first fact is that the Austrian trade union money. was
handed over to the I.F.T.U. The social fascists admitted this and
were particularly proud of it. In a leaflet signed by the * Central
Committee of the Revolutionary Social Democracy of Austria ” it
is stated :

“ As a matter of fact—after the experiences in Gérmany
and on the glstmctions of the organisations—money was
transferred abroad in order to prevent its being seized by the
fascists. This money is in the keeping of Joreign workers’
organisations and will be used right up to the last penny for
the purposes of the Austrian worklg class.”

The Bruenn “ Arbeiter-Zeitung ”’ wrote : —

‘“ The trade union money sent abroad will be brought back
to Austria when there are again free trade unions in Austria.
not trade unjons serving fascism. Until then it will be under
the control of the International Federation of Trade Unions
and administered by the international - Industrial Secre-
tariats. . . .”

The second fact is that this money has been brought back
to Austria, that it has been handed over to the unity trade union,
regarding which the “ revolutionary socialists " themselves wrote in
a leaflet . — .

* What is the unity trade unfon? It is not a real workers’
organisation, but a constituent part of the fascist system.”
The Austrian and the international social fascists thereby sup-

port the bloody dictatorship of Austro-fascism at its weakest spot,
for the further existence of the Dollfuss dictatorship depends upon
its winning over the workers. '

The Austrian workers will turn away with loathing, indigna-
tion and hatred from those who, out of fear of being held under
arrest for some months. have committed this monstrous act of
treachery. The international working class must likewise turn
away from the whole crowd of traitors in the Second and
Amsterdam Internationals.

» CHANGE OF ADDRESS ¥
Readers will please note the new address of the International

Press Correspondence, to which from now on all subscripfions and -

communications should be sent: William Massey, 249, Kiog Street,
Hammersmith, London, W.6. .

New Forms of United Front Tactics

By Gustav (Vienna)

Since the February uprising the Communist Party has grown
steadily. It is winning over ever-increasing numbers of revolu-
tionary workers hitherto organised in the social-democratic party.
It is on the road to becoming a mass Party.

But this growth is not being accomplished without conflicts
with hampering counter-forces. Police terror is not the sole
enemy of the Communist Party. As was to be expected, the social-
democratic party has not abandoned its policy of splitting the
working class. It continues, as ever, with its endeavours to pre-
vent the workers from joining the Communists. And, though
the number of workers is continually growing who have ideologic-
ally brokén down the barriers raised by the Austrian 8.P. in years
of work between its adherents and the Coramunists, only in the
actual practical co-operation in revolutionary struggles will the
disastrous influence of Austro-Marxism be completely wiped out.

Under the present circumstances, the tactics of the united .

front acquire the utmost importance for the further development
of the proletarian class struggle in Austria. It would be a sec-
tarian attitude to maintain that now, after the collapse of the
S.P.A., these tactics are no longer suitable. Even though the
S.P.A. may be politically dead, its traditions are still strong,
consciously or unconsciously, among a great section of the
workers.

Unless these strata are won over, an effectual struggle against
the fascist dictatorship is impossible. The Communist
Party, rallying in its ranks the most progressive strata of the pro-
letariat, must in duty bound draw the remainder of the masses
into the struggle. The united front tactics mean co-operation
with all workers, with all groups of workers, with all workers’

organisations. on the basis of the struggle against the Dollfuss !

dictatorship, for the rights of the workers. \

It is precisely under the circumstances given by the collapse
of the Austro-Marxist illusions, and the enhanced prestige of the
Communists, that an excellent basis is given for applying the
united front tactics in Austria for the first time on a really broad
mass foundation. Almost the whole of the working class is con-
vinced of the necessity of the joint struggle. The days when the
“small handful " of Communists might be derisively referred to
are gone for ever. The Communists will increase this urge for
the joint struggle and direct it into the right channels. In the
joint struggle the last remnants of distruct will be best removed.

An important step on the way to the united front is repre-
sented by the agreement arrived at by the Vienna town committee
of the Austrian C.P. and the leaders of the “Red Front,” the
former'‘*‘ Left ' wing opposition " in the Austrian SP. This agree-
ment has been supplemented by a number of local agreements
with groups of the “revolutionary socialists'; that is, of the
official S.P., for the purpose of joint preparations for May I,
These agreements contributed greatly to the elan and mas$
character of the agitation carried on for May 1.

This successful application of the united front tactics will be
continued. 1t may be anticipated that in the immediate future
the number of joint actions will be greatly increased.

The main question of the united front continues to be, as
ever, the trade union question. After lengthy and fundamental
discussions, this question has now been completely cleared up
During the days following the disbanding of the free trade unions.
the slogan was frequently proclaimed: “Form Red Trade Unions!' ~
This corresponded to the traditional sectarian tendencies of indi-
vidual Communists. And this became speedily apparent in actua!
practice. Concrete and really revolutionary mass work for gain-
ing the confidence of the broad masses of the non-Communist
workers was replaced. under this slogan. by the formation of
pseuda-revolutionary sectarian organisations composed principally
of Communists or former adherents of the RT.U.O. But these
scarcely reached the former free trade union members at all.

It became apparent that correct revolutionary trade union
tactics must be speedily laid down. What the Austrian working
class needs in its trade union struggle is not a number of splinter
organisations, but trade union mass organisations on a revolu-
tionary basis. Therefore the task set is the continuation of the
trade union organisations on a revolutionary foundation. These
organisations must be made really class organisations, in com-
position and in leadership. and in their policy.
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The pownt of paramount umportance is 1ot the bwlding up of
a central trade union apparatus. The first necessity is the con-
tinuation of the trade union organisations in the works and fac-
tories. This 1s a necessity arising not only from conspirative
reasons, but it is the prerequisite for a successful struggle, eco-
nomically and politically. The trade unions built up on local and
residential basis, 100, must be speedily reorganised on the factory
basis by the revolutionary workers. Here the last remnants of
the old reformist traditions must be relentlessly eliminated, if the
trade unions are to be given effective fighting powers.

In some places _Lhe social-democratic trade union secretaries,
especially the younger functionaries of the trade unions, are en-
deavouring to carry on the trade union organisations contrary
to the instructionsof the SP.A. Some have even endeavoured to get
into contact with the C.P.A. for this purpose. To them the main-
tenance of the central apparatus appears of the utmost import-
ance. They demand that the subscriptions already collected
should be handed over to the former secretaries. But the
revolutionary workers take up the question as one of the deve-
lopment of the lower organisations of the trade unions. and these
will administer their own funds for the present. Hence it may be
anticipated that in the trade unions the Communists will have
severe conflicts with the social democrats for the right line. Much
will depend on the revolutionary energy, on the convincing powers.
and the talent for leadership of the Communists. But unless the
trade union structure is built up on the right lines, a further
advance of the class struggle in Austria will be impossible. The
trade unions must become organs of the revolutionary united
front.

The second extremely important question of united front
tactics is that of the fate of the Schutzbund. It is precisely from
among the Schutzbund that the best and most militant elements
come over to the Communist Party. Other Schutzbundlers, who
have not vet taken this step, are ready to co-operate with the Com-
munists. Besides this, the organjsational unity of the Schutz-
bundlers is very great. The Schutzbund has already been fllegal
for a year.. Its prestige is now greater than ever among the
workers, as a result of the heroic struggle of the Schutzbundlers

in February. This demands especially elastic tactics from the
Communist Party. There can be no thought of liquidating this
organisation. It must rather be the task of the Communists to

aid the revolutionary Schutzbundlers in carrying on the organisa-
tion, and. to win over the leadership.
must join the Schutzbund, and at the same time the best and
leading Schutzbundler comrades must be won for the CP. The
new Schutgbund will continue the best traditions of the February
struggles, but must develop from a social-democratic party guard
into a revolutionary united front organ of the proletariat

These elastic united front tactics will be adopted by the
Austrian C.P. towards all former mass organisations which are
being continued on a revolutionary basis. But not for a moment
will the fundamental struggle against the nefarious policy of social
democracy be abandoned. and no pardon will be given to those
who hope that even to-day they can split the united struggle of
the working class.

Appeal of the C.C. of the C.P. of Germany
and of the C.C. of the C.P. of Austria

Workers, Peasants, working people of Germany and Austria!

The whole of the proletarian world has seen with pride and
admiration the heroic fight of the revolutionary sons of the
Austrian working class. The armed fight in Vienna, Graz. Linz.
Steyr and in Styria, the numerous strikes in the German factories
and works are signs that our German working class is again on the
march, that the old slogan, “ Put an end to this system."” is becom-
ing a living reality. that the end of the rule of the bourgeoisie and
its fascist dictatorship is approaching.

All the oppressors and exploiters, all those parasites for whom
our working people of Germany and Austria have had to starve
and bleed for decades, all the powerful and rich. the bank mag-
nates, the factory and milling barons. are joining in a howl of
triumph over the bloody crushing of the armed resistance of the
Austrian workers.

The social-democratic leaders. who are responsible for the
defeat of the heroic fight in Austria. bewail the sufferings and the
sacrifices of the proletariat, moan over the thousands of fighters in

A number of Communists -
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Germany and Austria who have been shot, murdered or tortured.
It was they, who are.whining to-day. who fifteen Ago pre-
vented you, German and Austrian workers, from possession
of the mines and factories, it was they who withheld {rom you,
peasants and land workers, the land of the wealthy big land
owners. They killed fifteen thousand German workers in order
maintain the capitalist society, which has resulted in a bloody
dictatorship against you. They helped the fascist bands
organise, they helped to rob you of the bread and $alt from
table. It is they who to-day are declaring to the workers of Gy
many and Austria that fascism was not to be avol and that
the working class is defeated and vanquished for a long time.

But wait a bit! The German working class in Austria, it is
true, has lost a battle, but the fight is still going on. Neither
mortars, nor guns, neither armoured cars nor machine-guns, no
power in the world is able to prevent the victory of the German
and Austrian workers and toilers when they rise in their majority
in revolt against their oppressors, when in their majority, under
revolutionary Bolshevist leadership, they follow the victorious
tactics of Lenin and of our Communist World Party. )

There are victories which are defeats and defeats which bear
within them future victories. The revolutionary fight of the
Austrian and ‘German proletariat in November, 1018, which
brought victory almost within the grasp of the working class,
turned into a defeat because the majority of the working class,
caught by the illusions of a democratic republic and parlia-
mentarism, placed its fate in the hands of the treacherpus soclal-
democratic leaders. Hundreds of thousands of workers in Ger-
many and tens of thousands in Austria have learnt the lessons
from this defeat and have discarded these illusions and broken
with the social-democratic and reformist fathers of these illusions.
In Germany they have created a powerful wéapon in their fight
for emancipation, a Communist mass Party which has proved by
deeds that it alone is capable of conducting the fight for the
emancipation of the working class. The bloody defeat of the revo-
lutionary social-democratic workers in Floridsdorf, in the Karl
Marx Hof, in Ling, in Graz and in Styria, has once again plainly
proved to the Austrian workers that the working class can never
be victorious in a social-democratic organisation which aims solely
at winning election victaries, but not at leading armed fights, or
under a social-democratic leadership which knows the tactics
of bargaining and negotiations and’' of frate: with the
bourgeois parties. ’ .

Austrian and German workers, trade unionists, Schu
bundlers! The rich and great, the exploiters and employers have
created fascism in order to wage civil war against the poor. If we
wish to achieve the freedom of the working class, the revolutionary
overthrow of the fascist dictatorship, then we must gather the
majority of the workers and toilers in a -common revolutionary
front, and fill them with the determination forcibly to abolish
fascism.

We shall never be victorious if we have traitors in our own
ranks. The phrases of Otto Bauer and Seitz may have sounded
more radical than the cynical acceptance of fascism by Wels and
Severing, but they were always at one in their collaboration with
the bourgeoisie. In Germany and also in Austria, in the past they
did everything in order to prevent any serious struggle, in order to
disarm you, to create a defeatist mood among you, and hold you
back from the general strike.

Workers and peasants of Austria, workers and peasants of
Germany, remember Noske and Zoergiebel, the murderers of
workers, remember Severing and Seitz. It was they who, in Ger-
many, issued laws and orders by means of which your meetings,
your demonstrations, your mass defence organisations were pro-
hibited; it was they who, in Austria, delivered over the arsenal anc
the weapons which were in your hands to the fascist counter-
revolution. .

Social-democratic workers in Germany and Austria, think of our
murdered comrades in arms! Their blood cries up from the
ground for revenge, and if they could rise again they would be the
first in the front to drive the soctal-democratic treachery from the
country for ever. We shall never be victorious if Otto Bauer and
Wels are at the head of the Austrian and German working class.
At the head of the fighting revolutionary front there stand the
immortal heroes who laid down their Lves for the emancipation
of our class. In the fight against the fascist dictatorship they
have set an example showing how the revolutionary front of the
proletariat must be set up for the overthrow of the fascist dictator-
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ship. The revolutionary united fromt of the proletarian revolution
in Austria and Germany is advancing in the spirit of August
Luettgens, John Scheer, Joseph Ahrer, Muenichreiter and Weissel.

Thousands of workers and toilers of Austria believe that the
union of the whole of the working people of Germany and Austria
will be’ realised if Dollfuss-Austria unites with Hi er-Germany.
But Hitler cannot- bring about the union of Austria and Germany
any more than did the social democrats when they came into
power in 1918, any more than did bourgeois democracy. The
national union of the whole of the German working people cannot
be brought about in a land in which the majority of the German
people is socially oppressed and enslaved. The national union of
the ‘German people will come only when the social freedom of the
German working people has been won and secured. Only we Com-~
munists can bring union for the whole of the working German
people, because we alone give the people real right of self-deter-
mination, real democratic, social freedom.

We Communists say to the workers, small peasants and toilers
who to-day are still in the camp of the oppressors of the workers
and toilers, that their place cannot be there, with the enemy of
the working people, but only with us, and that our victory is
inevitable. We say plainly and unequivocally to those who still
fulfll the role of hangmen for the bourgeoisie, to those who oppose
the fight for the emancipation of our working people, that they
will not escape our hate and their annihilation.

German and Austrian proletariags! Hunger and misery are
continually increasing in your countries, and with them increases
the hatred of the masses against the fascist dictatorship. There is
only one way out of the c&lsls of the capitalist system, that is to
drive out the capitalists, set up the rule of the workers and
peasants, to place power in the hands of the Soviets of workers and
peasants, freely elected by the workers and peasants. It is neces-
sary to organise together the way of victory, the way of emancipa-
tion, the way of the revolutionary defeat of the fascist dictator-
ship. We want to set up jointly a land of proletarian liberty, to
advance together to Socialism.

Soclalism is not that which the social democrats or the fascists
represent Lo you as “ Socialism.” Socialism is the confiscation
without compensation of the big estates of the junkers and feudal
lords, of the churches and monasteries, the seizure of the fac-
tories, mines, ships, and big tenement buildings, and their joint
administration by the commissions and Soviets of the poor, the
exploited and of all hitherto disinherited workers, peasants and
toilers. Socialism means work and bread for all workers and
toilers. Socialism means an end to the capitalist system and its
crisis.  Socialism means taking possession of the chief means of
culture, of the big pr-inhng works, the bourgeois newspapers, the
theatres, radio and the cinemas by the workers and poor peasants ;
it means the mastery of science and technique by the sons and
daughters of the working class and of the toiling peasants.
Socialism is the confiscation of the villas and summer residences of
the rich and princes and placing them at the disposal of the chil-
dren of the poor, of the indigent sick and aged. the driving out of
the sons and daughters of the rich factory owners and land-
owners from all schools and universities and opening them to the
routh of the proletariat and the toilers.

Only the preletarian revolution, as the real people's revolution.
only the taking over of power by the workers and peasants under
the leadership of the Communists creates the pre-conditions for
the abolition of starvation, poverty and misery, creates Socialism.
If vou wish to win power and achieve Socialism, then you must
help to-set up the revolutionary united front. The setting up of
the unity of the working class is to-day a question of life and death
for the proletariat, the decisive pre-condition for liberation from
the fascist prison. This revolutionarv united front is possible only
without the leaders of the social demccracy Bauer and Wels, and
only on the basis of the revolutionary Marxist class struggle. If
vou wish to attain power and to achieve real Socialism, then you
must forcibly shatter the rule of the: bourgeovisie, then you must
destroy the capitalist State from top to bottom and set up in its
place the form of. rule of the working class, the power of the
workers and peasants.

Workers, toiling peasants, small shopkeepers and artisans in
Germany and Austria! Do not be discouraged by the difficulties
of the tasks confronting you. You myust plainly realise that a few
vears under the yoke of fascism will cost more in sacrifices than
the victorious proletarian revolution. Fill your minds and hearts

with the thought of the emancipation of the German workers and '
toilers, with the thought of the coming revolutionary overthrow of
the fastist dictatorship. ! : i

There is only one way out of the fascist dictatorship and the |
capitalist crisis; the way chosen by the proletariat of Russia in |
October, 1917, under the leadership of the Communist Party. This |
way has led to socialism, to the social and national emancipation
of the Russian workers and toilers. The Communist Parties of
Germany and Austria call 10 you German and Austrian toilers to
follow this path, the path of struggle for a future common German
and Austrian Soviet Republic.

Workers, peasants, artisans, drive away the fascist bands, strike
against wage reductions and worsening of working conditions,
prevent by mass struggles the fascist murders and imprisonments,
break through the fascist prohibition of demonstrations, fight for
higher wages and restoration of all rights of the workers, for demo-
cratic rights and liberties. In Germany organise in the indepen-
dent class trade unions, in Austria do not let your trade unions be
smashed by fascism, continue them legally or illegally, unite in
committees of peasants angd toilers. Do not pay a penny in taxes! !
Disarm the fascist terrorist bands! '

Workers in the Ruhr and in Styria! Working people in the
cities on the Danube and on the Rhine! Peasants in Lower |
Austria and in Bavaria! The hour of retribution for all the crimes
of the oppressors and exploiters is approaching! Rise, you poor
and disinherited! Fight together with the Communists for the |
emancipation of the German and Austrian working people! !

To the fight for work, bread and freedom! Down with the
hangmen and traitors! Down with Hitler and Dollfuss! To the
fight for real Socialism!

All power to the Soviets!|

The Central Committees of the Communist Parties of
Germany and Austria
(Sections of the Communist International).

The White Terror

Rakosi Must Be Saved!

By M. M.

Rakosi's life is in danger! This terrible news has aroused the
indignation of all those who know the sterling worth of our Hun-
garian ¢omrade, Rakosi, who since 1925 has been pining in the dun-
geons of the reactionfary, bloody Horthy government.

Mathias Rakosi, who was born in 1892, knew the misery of the
working class from his earliest childhood, and already in 1909 he
became one of the leaders of the young radical students of Hungary.
He worked in Germany and in England as a commercial clerk. In
the vear 1913 Rakosi. who was then living in England, joined the
social-democratic federation. During the war he was called up to
serve in the Hungarian army. He became a prisoner in Russia, and
was released as a result of the Russian revolution. On his return to
Hungary. Rakosi engaged in revolutionary propaganda in the army
In the autumn of 1918, when the Hungarian Communist Party was
formed. he became an organiser and agitator for the Party.

During the period of the Soviet government in Hungary.
Mathias Rakosi became the assistant of the People’s Commissar for
Trade. When the Czechoslovakian army, which was in the pay o!
the Entente. headed by Prance. attacked the only mining district
left in the hands of the Soviet Republic, our brave comrade.
Rakosi, together with several hundred workers, held the front for
several days. guiding the work of the miners, securing the trans-
port of the Red soldiers and thereby saving the existence of the
Hungarian Soviets for the time being.

After the fall of the Hungarian Soviets, Rakosi fled to Vienna.
where he was placed in a concentration camp. After his release he
attended the second congress of the Comintern. He was appointeu
secretary of the Executive Committee of the C.I. :

He then returned to Hungary in order to lead the illegal work
of the Communist Party. Following his arrest in 1925 he was
brought before a special court and threatened with sentence of
death. The big campaign conducted throughout the whole world
caused the Hungarian bourgeoisie to retreat and Rakosi was
brought before an ordinary court which on July 29, 1926, sentenced

him to 8} years’ imprisonment.

The most atrocious means were used in prison in order to bring
about hi¥:death, and it was only thanks to his revolutionary tem-
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perament that he was able to stand this brutal treatment. But the
fascist Hunganan bourgeoisie i1s bent on destroying its implacable
enemy.

Rakosi should have been released on April 24. He is still kept
in prison: a new charge is being trumped up against him. He is
accused of murders! And the Public Prosecutor demands the death
sentence for our comrade.

Rakosi. who has served his terrible sentence and is in a serious
state of health as a result, must be released; he must not be brought
before a court again. He must be wrested by the workers from
prison and the death danger, just as he was in 1925.

The Hungarian embassies and consulates in all countries must
be flooded with protests by the workers, peasants, intellectuals in
order to save the courageous Hungarian revolutionary *

Against the Fascist Persecution in Rumania

To the Hand and Brain Workers!

To the Anti-Fascists of the Whole World!

The fascist government in Rumania which caused the leaders
of the fascist bands, the Iron Guard, who murdered Duca, to be
acquitted, have launched a fresh campaign of ‘repression against
the movement of the anti-fascist committees.

The special law for the * protection of the State,” which was
passed recently, has no other purpose than to drive underground
a movement which has won broad masses of workers, peasants,
and honest intellectuals for the fight against fascism. The fact
that this committee has more than 100,000 followers, possesses a
central organ and three district organs, and local committees
throughout the whole country, which organised the counter-attack
against the fascist bands and compelled German ships in
Rumanian ports to haul
greatly disturbs the Rumanian bourgeoisie.

The same applies to the broad mass campaign which was
launched by the anti-fascist movement for the release of the
heroic railway workers of Grivitza. This campaign took the form
of solidarity strikes in the workshops, street demonstrations, mass
meetings and impromptu meetings at the factory gates.

The government resorted to brutal measures of repression:
prohibition of all periodicals, arrest of the national secretary, who
is a member of the national peasants'party,arrest of the Bessarabian
district committee on a charge of “ conspiracy.” numerous arrests
throughout the whole country on account of membership of the
ant-fascist movement (sixty students were arrested and tortured
in Yassy, fifty workers in Constantza, and dozens of others in
Klausenburg, Grosswardein, Czerriovitz and other places:.

The government is using every means in order to drive the
ant-fascist movement into illegality.

Hand and brain workers! Anti-fascists of the whole world!

You have on many occasions demonstrated your active solid-
arity with the anti-fascists of Rumania. As a result of your
campaign, the authorities in Bucharest were compelled to allow
a re-trial of the Grivitza railway workers.

We call upon you once again to protest against the suppres-
sion of the anti-fascist mnovement in Rumamnma and to render aid
to the brave anti-fascist fighters of Rumania.

For the legality of the movement against war and fascism!

For the unconditional release of all anti-fascists of Rumania'

World Committee for the Fight Against Imperialist War
and Fascism.

First of May

America’s Greatest May Day

By A G Bosse (New Ycrk:

The United States saw this vear the greatest May Day cele-
brations in its history. Even early in the day the capitalist press
reported that in New York the outpouring of demonstrating
workers would probably be the largest in the world after those in
Moscow and Paris An incomplete tabulation of the first two-
score cities to report showed a total of 400,000 in parades and
demonstrations under the leadership of the C.P. In New York
100.000 workers participated in the socialist demonstration (half
of the number that were in the Communist one in that city),
while a number of others were scheduled under their auspices on
which no reports are available yet.

New York City saw the biggest demonstrations in the country.
both Communist and socialist. In the united front demonstration

down their swastika flag—all this

of the “Left” wing 200,000 jammed Union Squmw
proletarian mecting place. For four hours the marchers paraded
past the reviewing stand, while tens of thousands watched along
the lLne of march. When the parade reached the Square some
50.000 workers were waiting there, kept back by the police. The
reactionary “ New York Herald-Tribune " stated that the police
lines " probably kept the numbers down . . . it was impossible to
cram any more persons into the spaces.” (May 2.)

Fifteen hundred police were out, with another 1,000 in reserve,
and special machinegun squads in midtown armoury and police
cars were ready for action. Despite the usual provacative propa-
ganca by the police and the press, the great size of the demon-
strations and the iron discipline of the workers resulted. in a
penceful day. The “Daily Worker” had printed half a million
copies of a special 24-page edition and distributed them through-
out the country, which played a great part in the mobilisation.
In New York 2,000,000 leafiets.- issued by the United Front May
Day Conference, and 200,000 Dailies were spread broadcast, and
many preliminary meetings, sectional demonstrations were held.

The socialist demonstration was held in Madison Sguare, a
half mile away from Union Square. To a large extent it was
mechanically mobilised. many workers being forced to participate.
The Painters’ Union, led by gangsters who suddenly became
“ socialists,” tried to fine workers falling to appear. ™
IL.G.W.U. (Garment Union) forced its members to work half &
day, then held meetings in the shops, where union officials tried
to force the workers to join their demonstration.

In other cities the demoristrations were not as large as in
New York, byt many of them faced more difficult conditions, such
as police terror for some time before and during the demonstra-
tions. In Detroit the demonstration was banned, over fifty
workers were arrested, workers' homes and clubs were raided by
bands of police and threatened with arrest; 38 Michigan Univer-
sity students going to the parade were waylaid by police, brutally.
beaten, and now face expulsion from college. Police and legion-
naires attacked and broke up the demonstration of 10,000 workers.

In Birmingham 5.000 Negro and white workers demonstrated
re-forming their ranks repeatedly despite attacks by police, de-
puties, gangsters, and American Legion bands; armoured cars
patrolled the streets, machine-gun nests dotted the Square, and
threats were made by the city officials for a considerable period
before May 1. Motor cycle and auto police rushed through the
workers' ranks in ap effort to smash the demonstration.
Numerous skirmishes resulted in many injuries and arrests, those
taken being held incommunicado till the LL.D. got to them. The
demonstration was held in a park .before the prison where the
Scottsboro’ boys are held in death cells despite a police ban.

In Chicage 20,000 workers demonstrated in historic Union
Park, where the Haymarket massacre had occurred 48 years ago.
Tiic SP. and renegades held no demonstration, but merely an
evening indoor meeting of 2,000. Over 50,000 cheered the parade.
which wound through the financial district. The police banned
the parade and repeatedly refused a permit, until mass pressure
‘orced it two days before the demonstration.

111 Minneapolis 15000 demonstrated, while 7,000 paraded. A
counter-demonstration of social fascists, farmer labourites, and
Trotskyists numbered only a few score. In Milwaukee 10,000 de-
monstrated. while 6,000 paraded. On the Pacific. Coast, Los
Angeles saw a demonstration of 15,000 and San Francisco of 10,000
In the former city the S.P. section participated in the united front
with the C.P., defying threats of expulsion.

In Philadelphia 30,000 met in the main square in the largest
demonstration ever held in that city. In Beston 15,000 paraded
and 20,000 gathered in the central square, ignoring police provo-
cation and the near-by disruptive pyrotechnics of police and
patriotic organisations. Cleveland saw & demonstration of 10,000.
Buffalo of 5500 In Toronto, Canada, 15000 demonstrated, while
7.000 paraded, and in the evening 9,000 met in the Coliseum.

This greatest May Day demonstration ever held brought the
workers out on the streets in-‘the same spirit of militant struggle
as in the rapidly widening movement of economic strikes and poli-
tical revolt against the capitalist way out of the crisis. It will leadto
greater effort to bring about unity between “Left” wing wm'keu
and those under reformist influence in the struggle against star-
vation, fascism and war, It will be followed by intensified
struggle from that for the daily interests of the masses t» that for
the Communist wayv out—a world Soviet
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India

For Trade Union Unity in India |

We have received an appeal worked out at the end of 1933
by a group ,of participants in the Indian revolutionary trade
union movement. Lately the followers of the class trade
union movement have been correctly carrying out the tactic
of united front, correctly putting forward the suggestion of
electing strike committees by the workers themselves, etc.
The appeal correctly puts the question in regard tp the pos-
sibility of uniting parallel trade unions which exist separately.
The conhditions which can guarantee positive results of such
an amalgamatton are as follows:—

] (1) Energetic defence of everyday needs of the workers
of a given trade. )

(2) Stubborn work of creating mass working-class organi-
sations which follow the class point of view (trade unions,
mill committees, etc.).

(3) Formation and strengthening of Communist fractions
inside these mass proletarian organisations.

(4) Persistent and patient everyday revolutionary work
among the workers in the mills, especially there where the
influence of reformists and national-reformists is strong,
building “dur Communist nuclei and our groups in the mills
and workshops.

(5) Taking concrete examples, persistently and energetic-
ally explain to the workers the difference between revolution-
ary class policy and tactic from the reformist policy and
tactic. Concrete material for such an agitation which would
help to expose the reformists should be taken not only from
day to day struggle, but should also include general
questions—such as, for example, the attitude towards the
struggle for independence, towards the policy of the National
Congress, etc., etc.

The appeal clearly states that tactic of united front and
even amalgamation of some parallel trade unions—of ours
and the reformists—does not mean that armistice with
reformism is accepted, it does not mean that peace with
reformism is declared; on the contrary, if the Communist
carry on good and energetic activity and work, if they ably
carry on agitation at the same time, then thére will be created
favourable conditions for widening the influence of the Com-
munists among the workers in the united trade unions.

In spite of the fact that the appeal was worked out more
than six months ago, and possibly was published in a changed
form (it was published in India with the request to the trade
union people to express their opinion on it), the editorial
board considers that it is worth while to publish it, because
it toucpes the vital problems of the Indian labour move-
ment.—Ep.

Working Men and Women of India,—

The working class of Tndia is on the eve of new stryggles for
its existence. The British imperialists, spreading terrar and op-
pression, have drained, with the aid of the landowners, pringes.
and usurers, two thousand million rupees of gold out of  the
country in the course of the last two years. All this gold drained
is the result of the exploitation of the workers and the ruin of
millions of peasants who have been driven off their land and are
now dying of hunger.

‘ The lot of the workers is no better. During the last few
months. of 1933 a further 30.000 textile workers of Bombay, 10,000
workers of Ahmedabad. 3,000 of Coimbatore, etc, have been
thrown out from the mills into the streets.

There are over 200,000 unemployed textile workers in Bombay.
Calcutta, and other places. It is the same all over the country.
in the towns and in the villages. Not a day passes withofit new
groups of workers being thrown out of the shops, mills and rail-
ways. And not only starvation and unemployment stalk through
the country, but the wages of the workers are being cut by the

-employers.  During the last few months of <1983 the beggarly
wages of many textile workers of Bombay, which did not exceed
25 rupees a month, have been reduced by 20 to 40 per cent. A 25

per cent. wage cut was announced in Ahmedabad a 14 per cent. ;
reduction was put through in Nagpur, and the wages of women |
workers in the rice-husking mills in Toliganje were reduced by 20
per cent. for a 12-hour working day, and the same takes place
everywhere.:

Unemployment is growing, wages are being slashed, but the
workers are compelled to work more. Weavers are forced to work
on four looms instead of two, and the same is true all over the
country.

There is no limit to the misery of the working class. The
path of the workers is covered with sweat, hunger and blood.
Every day conditions are getting worse.

veq

It is no surprise that |

new sections of formerly backward workers rise to the struggle |

against the damnable exploiters and national enslavers.

THE STRUGGLE FOR BREAD AND THE STRUGGLE FOR
FREEDOM
The Indian workers suffer from the yoke of the British im-
perialism, which is the basis of the unbearable slavery and misery
of the people. Not one worker should stand the foreign imperial-
ist oppression ‘and slavery.
The All-Indian Congress Committee of the National Congress

called upon the workers not to fight against their own capitalists, '

but to support the bourgeois National Congress in a pseudo civil
disobedience campaign against the imperialists.

Hundreds of thousands of workers believed the National Con-
gress and went with it.
would defend the interests of the people, would fight against the
imperialists. They were told by Bose, Kandalkar, Ruikar, Roy.
Karnik, and other similar leaders of the labour movement that
the I.N.C. will fight for -the toiling masses. In the summer of
1930 Kandalkar and Roy appealed during the notorious “ Labour
Week "’ campaign to the workers to stand by the common national
front with the bourgeoisie and remain as “arms and feet of the
Congress,” i.e., to remain a submissive appendage to the capital-
ists, and not to fight against the bourgeoisie and not to organise
strikes. However, the result proved to be bad. The workers were
deceived. The leaders of the National Congress (Gandhi and Co.)
went to London to negotiate with the imperialists. And now in
1933 the National Congress has called off the mass civil disobedi-
ence campaign, shamelessly throwing the blame on the people.
claiming that the masses have no desire to fight. The National
Congress disorganised the ranks of the toiling masses and pre-
pared in this way the conditions for a new offensive on the part
of the imperialists and the millowners against the workers and
peasants. And now Karnik, Kandalkar, Ruikar and Alve, who
joined their ranks, in order to divert the attention of the workers
from the political struggle, state that they are prepared to fight
only for wages, and call upon the workers to abandon for the time
being the struggle for independence.

The advice of such leaders at the present time. just as before,
only helps the enemies of the working class. The workers of India
do not want to be slaves. The working class sees that the National

Congress. headed by Gandhi and his helpers—Bose, Nehru, Kan-.

dalkar. Roy. Karnik. Ruikar, and others—has disrupted the
struggle of the toiling masses. Many workers have lost faith in
the National Congress. But the working class did not and will
not stop to fight for independence. It knows very well that the
conditions of life of the workers cannot be earnestly and seriously
improved if the Indian people remain slaves of British imperial-
ism. The workers have no bread. wages are falling. starvation
and oppression are growing exactly because the imperialists own
the ccuntry and hand in hand with the Indian capitalists, exploit
and oppress the workers. The imperialists are oppressing the
country and give support and preserve the landlord-feudal-usury
system. which has completely ruined the peasantry and the whole
people. The imperialists support the factory owners in crushing
the strikes of the workers. Only by freeing the country from the
voke of the imperialists and landlords. and creating an independ-
ent workers’ and peasants’ republic, will the proletariat be able

/

They thought the National Congress °
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successfully 1o solve the problem of bread. The class-conscious
workers will not follow these reformists, who say: Fight for bread
and don’t mix up, don't join the sf.ruggle for independence. The
workers will not follow the reformists, because the struggle for
bread cannot be seLarated from the struggle for independence. The
working class will reject with contempt the false statements of
Karnk (see " Mahratta,” October 15, 1933), that the working
class 1s politically unconscious and that the masses “ are not able
to grasp big political i1ssues . . . national independence . . .. etc.

The working class will fight for bread, for every pice. and at
the same time help the peasantry to overthrow the yoke of land-
lords and usurers, and will gather its forces and, attracting along-
side it the peasantry, will fight for independence. These tasks
are inseparable. Only enemies of the proletariat, only national-
reformists, the concealed assistants and liberal-assistants of
British imperialism, can separate them. .

Because of that, the presents important task of the workers'
movement is not only to fight for bread and wages, but develop
at the same time 2 genuine mass struggle against the slave con-
stitution worked out by British imperialism.

WHAT THE PAST EXPERIENCE OF WORKERS' STRIKES
TEACHES US

During the last few years the workers have repeatedly offered
resistance to the attacks ot the employers. However, most of
them met with defeat. The time has come when we should find
out the cause for this, and determine the path we should choose
to be successful.

The experience of the workers' strikes shows us that: The
trouble is that most of the workers are not organised, not united,
do not have a revolutionary Marxian proletarian Party and mass
class trade unions, and quite a number of the workers follow the
reformists and the national-reformists, who have split the ranks of
the proletariat and, with the aid of reformist policy of arbitra-
tion and class collaboration, are carrying on harmful activity.

The results of this policy of the reformists can be easily seen
from the experiences of the railway and textile workers.

In 1830 the workers of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway
came out on strike. Ruikar and Co. insisted on arbitration and
appealed to the Viceroy and to Gandhi for help. The Railway-
men’'s Federation, led by Giri and Mehta, instead of organising
strikes on other railways in support of the G.IP. joined hands
with Ruikar and compelled the workers to submit to an agree-
ment, the result of which was that thousands of workers were dis-
charged and the strike was defeated.

They did the same thing in 1832 on the S.M. Railway. despite
the fact that the workers throughout the country were demand-
Ing a general railway strike. A ballot taken among the railway
workers by the reformist Railwaymen’s Federation in 1932 showed
that the great majority of the men voted in favour of a strike.

However, Mehta, Ruikar, Giri and Co.. while adopting, under
the pressure of the masses, a resolution for a general strike, sabot-
aged its being carried into effect. They kept on urging the
workers to be patient and to continue for the fourth year to nego-
tiate with the imperialist railway administration not to discharge
or discriminate against the workers. The employers did not object
to listen, to talk and continue to oppress the workers. The
administration kept on dismissing workers, lowering wages, the
offensive of the employers kept on increasing, and the resistance
of the workers was hindered—that is the result of reformist policy.
This is the result of the policy of Mehta, Giri, Ruikar, Khedikar
and Co. on the railways.

Things are no better in the textile industry. In Nagpur the
millowners announced a 20 per cent. reduction of the already
miserable wages of the workers in the Model Factory. The re-
formist tactic of Ruikar and Co. was to make an agreement with
the employers to reduce the workers' wages by 14 per cent. and
then to describe this tremendous cut in wages as a workers' vic-
toryv. This means to mock and sneer at the workers, whose
material conditions of life are very often worse than imprison-
ment. This is the essence of the tactics of the national-reform-
:sts. who advocate arbitration The same thing took place in
Ahmedabad. The millowners of Ahmedabad and the leaders of
the local trade union are known as followers of Gandhi The
capitalists and even the former governor of Bombay. Lord Sykes.
have always told the workers of Bombay to follow the example

“tions,

o! Ahmedabad, and he used to say " how obedient the workers of
Ahmmedabad are and how peacefully they are getting along with
the millowners”  What is the result? During the strikes in
Bombay in 1929 Gandhi and his followers succeeded in keeping
the workers of Ahmedabad at work, and in that way kept them
from helping the Bombay workers by. going on a sympathy strike.
When, as a result of this, as well as of the government terror, the
disorganising work of the national-reformists and the absence of
a revolutionary Marxian proletarian Party, the Bombay strike was
defeated, the millowners of Ahmedabad in their turn, with the
co-operation of Gandhi's arbitration, reduced in 1830 the wages
of the workers 1n Ahmedabad. And now, in 1933, the millowners
of Ahmedabad have commenced again to dismiss the workers and
announced a new 25 per cent. cut in wages. Gandhi is again the
arbitrator. He will once more cut the wages of the workers by
14 to 20 per cent., and will say to the workers: Be patient, and
accept the cut. accept this in the interests of the muon l.o.. ’
the interests of the capitalists.

Working men and women, the policy of the natiopal-reform-
ists is the policy of arbitration and class-collaboration, coversd up
by phrases about the defence of the interests of the workers, jead-
in(tothedelutoltheproktuht. ltllﬁmewnnhhﬂthmh
a policy and oust such leaders out of the labour movement.

The only path of successful struggle, even for the partial
mands of the workers is the path of class solidarity and -
struggle, the path of strikes and revolutionary actions, the
of a consistent class struggle. But to carry out this struggle
working class must form its militant class trade union organise-
that will be capable of defending the interests of the
workers. .

WHAT TRADE UNIONS DO WORKERS NEED?

Without an All-Indian revolutionary Marxian proletarian
political Party. the leading organisation of the working class, able
to work under any conditions, without concealing its face, and
mass trade unions and other proletarian organisations, the work-
Ing class cannot attain the independence of the country and the
improvement of the workers' conditions.

Organisation—that is the only weapon in the hands of the
proletariat in the struggle against the imperialists and (telr own
capitalists.

It is time o form mass trade unions in every branch of in-
dustry, trade unions that will fight under the banner of the class
struggle. The trade unions must base themselves upon the mill *
and shop committees. Mill committees, elected by the workers in
every factory to defend the daily interests of the workers and
protect their rights, must become the powerful base of the work-
ing-class movement.

“ Every worker should join a class trade union.”

“In every factory a factory committee, elected by all wutiu
men and women.”

These are the slogans fcr everyday work among the workers.
It is time to put through a determined struggle against the prac-
tice of forming bureaucratic, small trade unions, controlied by a
handful of leaders, where the president and the secretary manage
affairs against the interests of the workers and replace th- orgam
sation with themselves.

In every trade union it is necessary to elect a management
committee mainly composed of the workers from the bench, a
committee whieh will meet regularly and decide upon the busi-
ness of the union. Tt is necessary to hold often regular meetings
of the trade union membership to discuss and decide upon the
most important trade union and political problems of the given
industry. as well as problems that agitate the entire country.

It is'necessary to observe the strictest financial discipline and
accounts with regard to trade union money. The trade unions
and the factory committees, without replacifig by their functions
a political party and without transforming themselves into one, must
in their everyday work set themselves the task of raising the class-
consciousness of the workers, training them in the spirit of devo-
tion to the struggle against the capitalists, for the independence
of the country. for the creation of a Workers' and Peasants’ Re-
public. For that purpose and to carry out consistent and honest
defenice of the everyday interests of the workers. it is necessary to
drive away from the trade unions all national-reformist leaders
who represent the interests of Indian capitalism, -and throw out

g .
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leaders like Joshi-Shiva Rao, who represent the interests of British
Amperialism, and replace them by class-conscious workers, who
defend and represent the policy of consistent class struggle and
are loyal to the interests of the world proletarian revolution.

STRUGGLE FOR TRADE UNION UNITY

Unity in the ranks of the workers is a necessary condition
for the successful struggle of the workers for their daily interests
ahd for their total liberation from exploitation. The factory
owners, the landowners and the imperialists fear this unity as
they do death. Through their agents—the reformists—they split
the ranks of the rroletariat and disorganise.its resistance to the
eapitalists, hinder the development of the strike movement and
the workers’ leading particrpation in the struggle for independ-
ence. During the past years the agents of the exploiting classes
succeeded in sphtting ard disorganising the workers’ movement
in our country. Such a situation can no longer be tolerated. We
must attain the unity of the ranks of the worlLers. It is necessary
to eradicate the influence of the reformists. It is necessary to
throw out from the ranks of the working-class movement all

-agents of  the exploiting classes. Among the workers t.pe move-
ment for the unification-of their ranks to fight the offensive of
the imperialists and the millowners is growing. And that is one
of the most important events at the present time.

Seeing the moods of the workers, the reformists are trying to
utilise the slogan of unity in such a way as to strengthen their
influence, isolate revolutionary workers, and retard the develop-
ment of the strike movement.

Every working man and woman must understand that the
question of unity cannot be separated from the question of the
platform on which this unity can be realised. Unity is possible
only on the basis of class demands that express the interests of
the workers, only on the basis of struggle against the capitalists.
Can there be.any unity between strike-breakers and the strikers?
Can there be unity between those who defend the interests of the
workers and those who are agehts of the imperialists and the
bourgeoisie? No. this is impossible. .

Last year many reformists, covering up with phrases about
anity, 8plit the trade unions. In 1929 Giri, Siva Rao and others
split the trade union congrﬁass in Nagpur and created a separate
reactionary trade union federation because the workers refused
10 ‘co-operate with the imperialist Wheatley commission and de-
manded to carry on struggle against imperialism. And later, in
1931, Bose, Kandalkar, Roy, Ruikar, Karnik split the trade union
congress in Calcutta and formed a separate trade union centre
because, as Bose stated in the “Bombay Chronicle " of July 11.
1931, it was necessary to crush those trade unions that defended
the interests of the working class, criticised and exposed the
leaders of the bourgeois National Congress for their treacherous
negotiations with the British imperialists, and demanded the
organisation of a general strike on the railways.

Kandalkar, Ruikar, Roy and Co. split in 1931 the Bombay
Uity Committee, which was organised to prepare the All-Indian
Trades Union Congress. It included the Red Trade Unions and
the representatives from the national-reformist trade unions. But
the latter split this committee because the revolutionary workers
came out for a class platform and policy and protested against the
reformist proposal to allow affiliation with the Amsterdam Inter-
national. in which there are labour organisations that support thé
bourgeoisie and the imperialists.

And so we see that the reformists and the national reformists,
while using phrases about unity, in actual life split up the trade
unions so as not to let the workers start a determined fight against
the imperialists and millowners.

For this reason the workers must not simply believe the
phrases about unity. They must compare the words and actual
deeds of every trade union leader. The workers must create unity
in the course of the actual struggles; the workers must demand
that a clear programme of demands be put forward and see that

a struggle should actually be carried on for these demands. for

the interests of the workers. We must not permit the reformists

t0o fool the workeérs once more under the cover of slogans of unity
Unity among the workers must be achieved—unity for the

defence of the workers' interests, for the organisation of strikes

where it is necessary.

Such a unity must be created in the shortest possible time.

]

OUR PROPOSAL FOR JOINT STRUGGLE

The supporters of class trade unions, seeing that during the
last few years the conditions of life of the workers have been con-
stantly i worse, have considered the steps that have to
be taken to help the working class to organise resistance to the
offensive of the imperialists and capitalists, and decided to appeal |
to all workers and trade union organisations to come together to
organise and jointly carry out defence of the workers’ interests.

The supporters of class trade unions propose to all the trade
unions to organise a united front, on the basis of the following
points taken from the platform of the class trade unjon move-
ment:—

(1) To prepare, organise and carry out the resistance of the
workers to the insolent and brutal attack of the owners and
develop it into a fight to raise the wages and improve the labour
conditions. :

(2) To oonsolidate and organise the unemployed workers for
the struggle against hunger, misery, and unemployment. ‘

As part of the resistance of the workers against the capitalist |
offensive, the class trade unions propose besides organising and |
leading strikes there where canditions demand to start at once |
preparation to organise and then to carry out general strikes of
the textile workers and the railwaymen, putting forward the fol-
lowing demands:—

(1) To reinstate the discharged workers with pay for all time |

.

lost.

(2) Repeal all wage reductions that took place since 1929.

(3) ‘Eight-hour working day.

(4) A weekly rest with pay

(5) Recognition of the rights of the trade unions and the |
factory committees as organs of the working class to defend the |
interests of the workers.

(6) Repeal of all anti-labour laws and ordinances. Freedom
of speech, press, organisation, and assembly. Immediate release
of all political prisoners. |

To add the following two demands for the railway workers:—

(1) To raise the minimum wages to 25 rupees.

(2) To restore all privileges (free passes on trains, etc.).

In order to organise the struggles of the unemployed, the sup-
porters of the class trade unions propose to all trade unions to
come together and jointly organise unemployed committees, link- |
ing up their work with the other workers’ organisations. And
start a widespread campaign by means of meetings, demonstra-
tions, hunger marches, etc., and getting support of the employed
workers, demand aid from.the municipalities, millowners, and the
government. To prepare and carry through the struggles of the
unemployed under the following slogans:—

(1) 'Immediate payment of a grant to every unemployed
worker (o the amount of 50 rupees; free rent, heat, light, and
free transportation on railways while looking for work.

(2) Introduction of State unemployment insurance at the
expense of the government and the employers.

In order to carry out all these proposals directed to organise
resistance to the employers, the supporters of the class trade
unions appeal to all workers and trade union organisations whe
are ready to accept these proposals of united struggle against the
employers, to come together and jointly form strikc committees.
elected by workers, and other organs to prepare for strikes and
carry them through.

If the joint struggle assumes genuine forms and will be car-
ried into practice, the supporters of the class trade unions are
prepared to unite with other trade unions and form urfited trade
nnions by way of calling conferences of workers' delegates from
the mills and workshops.

The supporters of the class trade union movement fought and
will fight for the unity of the workers' ranks. The Girni-Kamgar
and G.IP. trade unions were split through no fault of the revolu-
tionary trade union movement; the initiative of the split belongs
to the national reformists. Our weakness—i.e., the supporters of
the revolutionary trade union movement—was that we did not
try energetically enough to prevent the split and did not succeed
sufficiently enough to explain to the wide masses of the prole-
tariat the essence of the splitting policy of the national reform-
ists and liberal reformists.

The supporters of the class trade unions are prepared in the
course of joint struggle to unite our class trade unions with the
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parallel trade uiuous which split off, and form united trade unious,
by way of calhng joint conferences of worker-ielegates elected
from the mills for the purpose of uniting the trade umons and
electing management committees.

The supporters of the class trade unions, emphasising that
this unfication does not mean peace with the policy of reformusm,
are ready for the, sake of unity of the workers' ranks and their
class educauion, w form joint trade unions. The supporters of
the class trade unions preserve the right while working in such
trade unions to put forward various proposals and openly detend
them before the workers, explaining the difference between class
proletarian policy and a national-reformist one. We, the sup-
porters of the class trade union movement, propose to carry on
a joint struggle against the offensive of the exploiters and hope
that all workers will gladly give their support for proletarian unty
and hope those trade union leaders who are prepared, not in
words, but in deeds, to fight for the interests of the workers, will
accept these proposals and show by their actions that they are
prepared to fight for the unity of the proletariat. This will be
unity of the workers for the struggle against the exploiters, and
not the unity of the reformists, who try to disorganise the actual
struggle of the workers, isolate the class-conscious workers and
subordinate the proletariat to the interests of the bourgeoisie. The
working class must fight against such disorganisers of the unity
of the workers., who cover up their actions with phrases about
unity.

Long live the fighting united front of the workers to defeat
the attacks of the employers !

Forward to the creation of class mass trade unions'!

Forward to the defence of the interests of the proletariat !

Long live the independence of India !

Fight Against Imperialist War

Appeal of the International Committee of

Women Against Imperialist War and Fascism

A manifesto to women throughout the world has recently bee:.
issued by & group of well-known women, including Lilla Fenner-
Brockway. Charlotte Despard, Anna Lindhagen, Karen Michaelis.
Marguerite de Saint-Prix, Héléne Stasova, Sun-Tsin-Lin, Ellen
Wilkinson. Dr. Gertrud Woker. The manifesio calls for prepara-
tion for a world rally of women against lmpenallst war and
fascism.

The Women's Committee. which has arisen out of the Amster-
dam Movement, deems it as well a duty as an homour to place
itself unreservedly at the disposal of this call, drawing upon its
previous experience in the struggle. It welcomes the setting up
of an International Initiative Committee open to all women of
goodwill to which its appeal may reach.

The World Congress of women on July 28 and 29 coincides
with th= 20t anniversary of the deciarationof warin 1914. The ter-
rible memories of those four years of slaughter are not yet for-
gotten. and yet once again there are signs of a new world cata-
strophe approaching—which will outdo in horror what has already
been lived through.

Fleven million men--the flower of the race—killed, thirty-two
millions sick. maimed, dying. tens of millions of families without
support, tens of inilliohs of children undernourished, value by
hundreds of millions created by the workers wiped out, entire
countries ruined., vast regions given over to famine. . . .

Women in the factories, on the farms, workers by hand and
brain!

Think what a new war would mean. . . Modern military
science will turn the homeland into a slaughterhouse. Aeroplanes
can fly almost any distance. no shelter can give protection against
explosives and incendiary bombs, no living thing can escape the
action ‘of poison gas. . . .

Are vou willing to be the victims of this abominable destruc-
tion? Shall your own dear ones be victims? We must declare:
No! All of us must be united against these ghastly preparations
of an avoidable disaster. '

But raise vour eyes! War is here already': War was
unleashed in the Far East in September. 1931 Japanese im-
peritalism grabbed vast areas of China. of Manchuria. of Inner
Mongolia. This war is spreadine

The great and powerful imperialist countries intentionally
maintain political and economic anarchy. in China under the
Kugmintang government. The whole of China, immense as it is,
with the exception of Soviet Cluna, where the yoke of forelgn
unperialism has becn cast off, 1s nothing but the prey of the
Japanese.

In this business Great Britain, France, and the United States
are at once the confederates and the rivals of the Tokio govern-
ment. They have helped. and still help, the Chinese militarists
10 their attacks against the Chinese Soviets, 30 as to destroy the
national and social revolution which has already freed 90 million
workers and is gradually bringing all China ou( of slavery and
misery.

Women ! The Chinese peoplelookhmh‘c.y‘
solidarity with them in their struggie against their oppressors.

In capitalist countries the crisis has reduced a third of the
popumuon to utter' destitution: ‘only war industry now tnun

“golden days.” Armaments bear crushingly on the people. War.
budgets, ever expanding, weigh more and more heavily on the
working class in town and country.

The land of peaceful socialist construction is threatemed.
Japanese imperialism is not content with bringing the Chinese
people  into slavery. Having accomplished the first step in its
robber campaign, it is going on to provocation against the Soviet
Union. In its plans of aggression it receives support from Nagi
Germany, from England, and other capitalist Powers, who oold-
bloodedly contemplate the possibility of war -agalnst the USSR.

The steadfastly peaceful policy of the USSR. and the grow-
ing protests of the world's workers have so far managed t0 stop
such a war.

In this struggle between the forces of peace and of war, on
which side are you, working women, girls, mothers? -

Are you going to allow the Soviet Union to be attacked, the
socialist country in which free men and women are building l new
and happier society? :

In Morocco, in India, in Syria, in Palestine, in Indo-China, in
the Dutch East Indies, in black Africa millions of men have been
dispossessed, reduced to frightful misery and want by British,
French, Dutch, and Belgian capitalists.

In India for a century and a half Great Britain has been
starving three hundred million people. War is always there.
British soldiers and the inhabitants go on killing each other in a
continuous one-sided struggle, in the interests of the City pro-
fiteers Whole regions have been transformed into cemeteries.
peopled only with skeletons and corpses.

Well might Hitler boast that in Germany he has but carried
on the tradition of Britain in India, so true is it that fascist
methods and colonial methods are but one and the same—the
same disregard of justice towards women, the talk of the “in-
ferior peoples " (just as they speak of the Negro in the US.A.
withal), the same terror, the same destruction of cultural values.

At another point of the world map, for thirty years, imperial-
st France has over-run Morocco by fire and sword, purely for
the benefit of the Bank of Paris et des Pays-Bas, of Stavisky and
Co. who live on the sweat of the workers in France and f{ts
colonies

Women, are you going to be on the.side of the oppte-ed
peoples in their struggle for national independence? You must
take a stand against these imperialists who, after robbing the
natives, compel them to guard the robbers’ gains, recruiting them
into their armed forces, forcing them to use their rifles against
their own people.

In the middle of Europe, in Austria a new- Sarajevo threatens.
What webs of intrigue the rival capitalists have woven round
this little suffering country, victim of the disgraceful Treaty of
Versailles-Sevres, which placed it under the guardianship of
Great Britain and France! Do you remember how ta-
tives of liberal opinion and the diplomats of the Second Inter-
national intervened in parliamentary debate in support of this
dangerous and hypocritical trusteeship?

The Austrian drama is only beginning. The armies of
Czechoslovakia and Italy, Hitler's hordes, stand by ready to start
a conflict on the banks of the Danube; ready to set all Europe
aflame

Women! Can you stand by with folded arms before this
threat of war right here in Euroepe? Will vou not be to the fore
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when the time comes to stop Austria being turned into a battle-
field of the rival imperialisms?

In its determmation to crush the resistance of -the masses.
fascism stands revealed as the most inhuman, most barbarous
system of oppression. )

Emergency powers assumed' in
Paris.

opinion.

\
Prague, Brussels, Washington.
In London, Mosley's fascist activities are alarming Ppublic

We are now in the second vear in which the brown plague,
outdoing the white terror in Italy, Polarh. Hungary has
settled over Germany. Its troops, in the name }of law and order.

provide the world with an example of cruelty raised to the level
of a science, )

To the shame of capitalist civilisation, Hitler's bands are kill-
ing German workers, exiling writers and scientists. The gains
achieved by -German women in the course of loig struggles have
been wiped out by Hitler fascism. !

. The triumph of Hitler fascism was born of the capitalist
democracy of the Weimar Republic. The ruling class in France.
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, and England are also working to ensure
the victory of fascism.

Those who bid the masses have patience and paralyse their
power, sowing the dangerous illusions about capitalist democracy
and denying the necessity for an unyielding struggle against all
the forms of capitalist rule as the only means by which life and

liberty will be preserved from the fascist dictatorship, these per-
sons commit a criminal act.

However, the toiling masses .are becoming aroused. In London

" and New York there have been the hunger marches, general strikes

.

against fascism have taken place in France and Spain; in Austria
there has been armed resistance; in Czechoslovakia and Belgium
a struggle for the defence of pelitical rights; in Germany a heroic

resistance, a rising tide of revolutionary action. . . . The struggle
1s everywhere.

Women! Do you want fascism (o snatch from you your
dearly won rights? Do you want to be driven against your will
into the fascist semi-military organisations? Put no faith in the
fascists’ hypocritical promises! Drive away fascist agents, paid.
as they are, by the warmongers and the profiteers. Arise in your
unity: struggle for the workers’ most precious rights.  Against
the barbarism of fascism and its agents.

Crisis, fascism, and war are the three heads of the capitalist
hydra. Only by a tremendous effort on the part of the exploited
and oppressed throughout the world will they be struck off, one
after the other. -

War can be averted and the fascist danger driven back. The

release of Dimitrov is a striking proof of the irresistible might of

 the masses inspired by the same faith and the same will.

The heroic struggle of the anti-war fighters of Japan, of the
Chinese workers and peasants, is a noble example for all.

Women! Unite against war, fascism, and poverty.

Play vour part in the great World Congress of Women, which
will take place in Paris on July 28 and 29!

Send out the call to all women of goodwill !

Get bogéther in great meetings and conferences. Elect your
delegates.

Draw up in your streets. your factories. your schools. office.
workshops the list of your demands.

You demand the right to live, yourself and those near to you.

You demand a better world. where you will no longer be ex-
ploited. either §s women or as workers.

Millions of women- like yourselves are livink in the same hope.
It rests with ys all to prepare together the realisation of our
hopes. But for that: We have to act!

To work! Into the struggle!

Women's World Committee Against Imperialist War
' and Fascism.

\

VI International Solidarity Day

Solidarity Action of Proletarian Internationalism

By Wilhelm Pieck

Solidarity—who is not roused by this stirring word? In what
Continent does this word not prompt the revolutionary masses to
fraternal proletarian action? Solidarity is the touchstone of class-
consciousness, of revolutionary morality; solidarity is the antithesis
of the striving for profit of the bourgeois class, of capitalist egotism,
which in its greed for money ruthlessly walks over millions of
human bodies.

Fascism proclaims the God-ordained ‘ leadership principle”
and the *“ authority of the leader,” of the capitalist exploiter. We
Marxists;, welded together by the close bonds of proletarian class
solidarity, know only the principle of mutual aid, of self-sacrificing
devotion in the interest of our class. We shatter with the sword
of our socialist ideology the racial incitement, the national hatred
and individualism borne of capitalism. Our proletarian solidarity
is not superficial humanitarian sentimentality. Our solidarity
grows out of the soil of scientific Marxist knowledge, out of the
deep class affinity with all our exploited fellow workers and the
oppressed colonial peoples. Our solidarity is not alms-giving, but
an arousing appeal to mutual aid for the victory of our class and
the establishment of the socialist society. !

Who else but we Communists are capable of such examples of i,
self-sacrifice as we daily experience in the front of the class battles' |
In Austria, bombs and gas-shells burst against proletarian dwell- |
ings. And a few hours, a day later, millions of Soviet Russian
workers are collecting funds in their works and factories, hundreds
of thousands of proletarians come out into the streets in Madrid. |
Paris, Prague, London and New York in demonstrations of!
solidarity with their heroic Austrian brothers. In a few days the
Russian workers and peasants collect a million shillings for the
death-threatened mothers, children and the fighting masses of
Austria. Protest strikes in Czechoslovakia, stormy demonstrations
outside' the Austrian embassies—that is the work of days. And
our great Soviet fatherland, in which the spirit of proletarian
solidarity is the first commandment of our class morality, opens
wide its gates to offer a new home, a real fatherland to the
refugees, threatened by the executioner, from Austria, Germany,
the Balkans and all capitalist countries. And this solidarity.|
which rouses the bourgeoisie to fury. inspires millions of toilers to
new revolutionary deeds.

The general strike sweeps over Spain. For weeks the prole-
tarian battalions in the provinces are engaged in heroic strike
struggles. Many mothers and children are nearly starving, when
hundreds of workers' children are conveyed from the strike areas
in the provinces of Madrid. Barcelona and Catalonia to other dis-
tricts, where they are given hospitality in working-class families
The strikers are thus relieved of anxiety for their children and
womenfolk, and the fight for the victory of the workers goes on.

Millions demonstrated for Sacco and Vanzetti. The workers
of all continents took up the cause of the unfortunate Scottsboro
Negro boys. The whole world proletariat raised a storm of protest
on behalf of our beloved Georgi Dimitrov and his comrades who
were threatened with death. The strong arm of international pro-
letarian solidarity snatched them from the scaffold of the brown
barbarians. Everywhere, in the German mines and factories, in/
the workshops of France, Scandinavia. America. England and thei
Balkans, the masses are sounding the tocsin for the release of the
beloved leader of the German working class, Ernst Thaelmann. Ir
the fierce struggle for the life and liberty of this true son of the
German working class the world proletariat is manifesting its
class solidarity with the heroic fight of the German working class

From all parts of the globe: from Soviet Russia, from far-off
Asia, from the colonial and European countries, there is heard the
revolutionary battle-cry of the workers under the leadership of
the "‘Comintern, against the new threatening man-slaughter
Under the leadership of Comrade Stalin. a wall of revolutionary
solidarity is being built round our fatherland, the US.SR.

The traitors in the Second International. who in a series of |
criminal acts have for more than two decades sullied the red flag
of proletarian solidarity, in the mud and filth of the trenches, in |
the swamp of strike betrayal and new war preparations, are more
<than ever to-day the objects of hatred and loathing. Those who all¥ \
themselves with the bourgeoisie, as do the traitors in the Second |

|

|
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International, must sacrifice proletarian solidarity for the interests
of their bourgeoisie.

i This yvears' international solidarity day must mark the com-

mencement of a new broad offensive on the front of brotherly

revolutionary class aid. It must serve to bring home to the minds

! of larger sections of our class and of the toilers the great import-

 ance of the Workers' International Relief.

This year's Solidarity Day of the W.I.LR. must be dominated by
the fight for the release of Thaelmann and the 140,000 incarcerated
anti-fascists. Let all proletarians keep in mind those words
addressed by Thaelmann three years ago to the German working
chss i —

“The Solidarity Day of the W.I.R. serves to reawaken and
strengthen that proletarian class solidarity, that proletarian
class-consciousness, which has been trodden under foot and
destroyved by the social-democratic leaders.”

The World Economic Crisis

The Dream of Economic Castration
By P. Lapinski

All indications show that the crisis in the capitalist world has
given way to a depression, & less acute economic process. The
lowest point of decline has obviously been reached. During the
year 1933 production in the capitalist world increased by an aver-
age of ten per cent., and in some countries the increase was even
greater. Production increased chiefly in those countries in which
it had declined most; for instance, in the United States. The
situation is now beginning to improve, and here and there the
rate of improvement shows signs of accelerating. This undeniable
improvement which has taken place has already had its effect
on the State finances in a number of countries. The conversion
of State debts is proceeding successfully. The Budget in Great
Britain shows a oonsiderable surplus. etc.

And, nevertheless, the situation remains dismal. Just as the
result of an improvement on various fields of capitalist economy.
the shadowy side of the picture as a whole 1s emphasised still
“more and the source of the evil is revealed still more clearly.

It is not merely a question that the improvement is proceed-
ing without uniformity and that in a number of countries it is
being forced forward by artificial and risky *“heroic measures.”
It is not only a question that in certain countries—France, for
instance—there are signs of a new decline, and that other coun-
tries—for instance, Germalny—are on the verge of new economic
difficulties. It is, above all. a question that there are no signs of
any extended reproduction, and that the replacement of basic
capital is proceeding only very slowly. A really permanent im-
provement. not to speak of a new period of prosperity, is still very
far off.

This is shown most clearly on the emission market. In the
ordinary course of things industry renews and extends its pro-
ductive apparatus either from its own resources or with the emis-
sion of new shares and debentures. However, the old reserves
were practically swallowed up during the years of the crisis and
new capital is not flowing into industry. Building operations are
practically at a standstill. The parasitic capitalist State is utilis-
ing almost all the existing credit facilities in a monopolist fashion
for its own ends.

There is money enough available. In the most important
capitalist countries the banks have their cellars full of resources.
The most important banks in the United States are more than
solvent. but, despite that, President Roosevelt is pumping the
credit system of the country full with new milliards and founding
new credit institutes. According to various computations there are
at present from 30 to 40 milliard francs lying idle.

In Great Britain alone perhaps there exists something like a
capital market. however, new capital investments in industry are
inconsiderable. In 1933 they did not amount to a quarter of what
they were in the last year before the outbreak of the cnsis. Dur-
ing the first quarter of this year capital investmeiits in the US.A.
In those industria! undertak.ngs which are still popular—the s0-
called public utilities corporations. the electricity works. etc.—
amounted to the nidiculous sum of 15 million dollars. In France
during the past year industry has sought practically 1o supplies
from the capital market The monthly emission of new shares
and obligations amounted to no more than 221 million paper

francs. In Germany the capital market has practically disap-
peared. New shares appear on the exchanges only as a replace-
ment of old shares after the reduction of basic capital: .
That is the situation in all capitalist countries. The emission
:r:t;kietd—th;)t Is to say. the process of introducing new capital
I ndustry—is paralysed,
o i ol ey despnc‘ the undeniable improvement
It is not merely a question of lack of * confide - clear
that without a modicum of “ confidence." wiuxdutt‘c;menb‘:nd in
the future, in a comparatively peaceable development, no indus-
trialist can risk large new investments. no bank can trust lndtmy
with new credits, and 1o rentier can entrust his “ savings " to new
securities. And what sort of “ confidence " can develop in a struc-
ture whose roof is on fire, when the atmosphere of civil war s
abroad in a whole series of countries, when the struggle of two

systems, capitalism and socialism, is in
pivot of all development? m..mm felt 10 be the

And. nevertheless, it is not merely a questio: lackir
fidence. The decisive, original and ::\o:t lnmhnc:;w-
,the whole capitalist system, the contradiction between: tha -
ductive possibilities and the market possibilities, has MMW
unparalleled intensity in our time. On the one hand the m‘n
tive possibilities have developed .to an unparalleled extent, the-
whole productive apparatus has grown tremendously, thanks to
the world war and its demands, to the latest ndvane;o in indue-
trial technique. to the industrialisation of a series of ‘M -l
backward countries, and to the efforts of all capitalist countries
o achieve autarchy or economic self-sufficiency. . And, on the
other hand. the market prospects and possibilities have experi-
enced a fundamental change. Not only has the world been
divided up to the uttermost, but one-sixth of the world, the SBoviet
Union, has been withdrawn for good and all from the world
talist system, and it is rapidly developing into a powerful m
trial country on the basis of a socialist economic system, .
process of revolutionary development has dislocated all Wc?‘
connections with the colonial continents (China). the chrontc
agricultural crisis has ruined the peasant masses ;mv forms
;xplon‘tauon have been fcund and chronic mmununploymen oi

as come to stay. The whole innate sensel

economic idiocy of capitalism in the penode?;l:.:cltnn:h'.:: thdc

its clearest and most brutal expression in fascism. Fascism §

develops from the crisis of capitalism, and not & Nttle fo tos

n::]rk;et rf;ms from which capitalism is suffering, and yetm

S| urther destroys t 4 .

e Becampll . he available market by pauperising vast
_ And thus when the economic situa

crisis developed into the stage of depra:l(:;x. u;%:ﬁlﬁnwcba::ew

against its own swollen productive apparatus, against its own duu‘:

muded. but rotting, body. What is the use of extending the exist-

Ing productive possibilities when they are already too extensivl? °

We now observe that the whole of th talist organism
and 1n particular its fighting elements, are ;gcifupl‘hm to grasp th .
necessity. of throttling production. of destroying aystcmnuau;
great branches of the productive mechanism and destroying
potential productive possibilities.

The bourgeoisie is more and more & ' :
decisive period of its industrial wmwagg:ﬁuw frovi
dustrial construction is completed, and that the quuﬁo'n“l':‘ -
to find what to do with all the factories, the mines, the mmmrutym
and the railways. In 1932, at the time of the presidential elec
campaign. Roesevelt, then candidate, declared in a speech i —
Francisco:-- n Ban

“Our industry is already uestio

whether it has not been built) u:u:loto lflfuch It#&:vq *

to build new factories and new streets, lnd to orgt:h:u,u

trusts would be more of a hindrance than a help to us %w

days of the great initiators, of the finance titans mm Oue

task is not to find and exploit new natural weal't.h and n'ot ur)
produce a still greater quantity of commodities, l'mt to lear
how to carry on with the existing resources nn::l the mstmn

factories.”"—(Quoted 2ccording to Gilbert 8eldes in * ’I'h‘z

:;:f,s:s 1Oft;\he Locust.” page 233.) ¢

at is the prevailing feeling, and
dustry, but also to agriculture ang to t.henwma:ozn:w nd
foodstufl basis-of humanity. Limitation is ihe slogan. ln‘t:d
struggle against gold and currency difficulties, in the efforts i
establish economic at tarchy, and with a view to securing t::;
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political support of the peasantry, the governments in a number
of European countries have caused the increase of the tilled area
even in the years of the crisis, but, at the same time, one of the
most important agricultural countries, the United States, has seen
its government take over for the first time in history the role:of
conscious organiser of the limitation of the tilled area. The U.S.
Secretary for Agriculture, Jolles, has come to the conclusion that
if the present policy is continued, anything from 40 to 100 million
acres must be left lying idle by means of government measures.

But those European countries which, as a result of various
political and tactical considerations, have caused an increase in
agricultural production, are now faced with the question of what
“to do with the “surplus” products they have on hand. The enor-
Inous stores of grain cannot be used p. In Prarce a prohibition
of the spring sowings is being introduced, and the newspapers
prophesy that in the immediate future the government will have
to abandon its efforts to maintain prices at a high level by law,
or adopt the American example of systematically limiting the
tilled area.—(*le Temps.”) N

It would be an error to believe that. even Great Britain with
its narrow agricultural basis is free of such worries. Even in
Great Britain there is “too 'much” milk. -« There are, officially
admitted, over two million unemployed workers and their families
to drink it, but no one who can pay for it.

Machinery, once the pride of capitalism, now produces horror.
In Germany last spring two-thirds of all the workers in the
machinery producing industries were unemployed. . The fascist
government has made a Yeginning with its usual “ determination "
by issulng instructions for the limitation of mechanical produc-
tion in the cigar and cigarette industry. In a number of cases
zealous officials have even ‘sealed up the harvesting machinery in
order to prevent its use.—(*“ Frankfurter Zeitung,” March 25.)
The problem of machinery is difficult enough, but when it
comes to the problem of what to do with the millions of workers
and their families, capitalism is hopelessly at a loss. There is no
doubt that the most important feature of the new economic situa-
tion is the crass disproportion between the increase of production
and the decrease of unemployment. Thanks to the improvement
which has taken place, the industrial production of Great Britain
has already reached the lével of 1924-25, but to-day unemployment
in Great Britain is exactly double what it was in those years. It
" is a shocking fact that after a year of the “ new era,” and despite
an increase in production of about 25 per cent and a consider-
able improvement in the economic situation. the gigantic army of
unemployed remains, according to the figures of the League of
Nations Bureau, well over 11 millions. That is the mene tekel which
the inexorable hdnd of history is writing on the wall of capital-
tsm, for it meafis that without a corresponding extension of the
market the technical development of industrial production must
inevitably cast millions and millions of workers, enormous sections
of the total population, into chronic unemployment, impoverish-
ment and misery. v

The whole policy and the whole programme of autarchy or;

economic self-sufficiency is fundamentally nothing but a pro-
‘gramme of limitation, economic self-mutilation, universal eco-
nomic castration, a forced abandonment of the world market
whilst fighting bitterly for the division of its remnants.
In 1933, despite the beginning of the improvement, werld trade
as A whole did not exceed the totals of the crisis year, 1932, and
reckoned in gold it amounted to no more than a third of the total
world trade in the period before the crisis. At the moment the
transition from the crisis to the period of depregsion is proceed-
g in each country chiefly on a “national” and ‘“autarchic”
basis. In his chief work Marx enumerated the “formation of the
world market " as one of the three fundamental factors of capi-
talist production. Now capitalism is destroying the world market
it created.

The unconfessed idea at the back of all the ‘great and varied
economic plans which are now being adopted by all capitalist
countries, and in particular in the United States, with the pro-
fessed aim of irhprowng the economic situation, is the organised
limitation of production. A cynical Washington journalist has
o'xprossed this idea in the fcllbwing fashion: “Naturally, the
fundamental . principle of our new economic policy is the axiom:
the lower production the greater wealth.” The high mission of
the present capitalist governments in all countries consists in
cutting down production in order to maintain the profits of a

.Technique

small group of powerful trusts. Where individual industries prove
themselves unable to perform this task on their own—that is to
say, to overcome the resistance of the weaker undertakings and
throttle production--the government itself is prepared to inter-
vene with State measures. This is the idea at the back of the
measures being adopted in the Ulited States and also recently in
Great Britain with reference to coal mining, steel production and
cotton,

This new system of State interference is different from that
of our socialist system, and different even from the State capital-
ism of the war period, in that its task is to throttle production
and not to increase it. War-time State capitalism aimed at
screwing production up to its topmost pitch. The latest varia-
tion of State capitalism has exactly the opposite task, with one
exception, the production of war materials is not affected.

The new type of State capitalism means, to use Lenin's
words, a prison for the workers, and the limitation of production
means chronic mass unemployment. Capitalism is driving to-
wards its own econgmig bankruptcy. ° Engels once réferred to
“the wonderful development of the productive forces under capi-
talism,” and Marx declared that the development of the produc-
tive forces of social labour-power was the historical task and the
justification of capitalism’s existence. Capitalism now abandons
its historic task and loses thereby the justification for its exist-
ence. It must disappear from the scene, as all social formations
have done once they have exhausted their productive possibilities.
With its dream of economic castration capitalism has pronounced
its own death sentence. However, this death sentence can be
carried out only by the revolutionary proletariat.

The workers of the whole world are in a position to judge:
Under capitalism, “control” and “planned organisation” means
the limitation of production, chronic unemployment and mass
misery. Under socialism, the same things mean the development
of the productive apparatus, a tremendous work of socialist con-
struction, an enormous increase of the total of social wealth, a
rapid advance in the cultural situation of the whole people. Two
systems: On the one hand the capitalist dream of economic cas-
tration. and on the other an all-round, organised and enthusiastic
growth of production and general well-being.

Socialist Construction in the
Soviet Union

The Production of Books in the Soviet Union

By I. Luppol

In almost all the important capitalist countries the publishers
and booksellers have already issued their statistical reports for the
vear 1933. In this respect the leading * civilised " countries present
a rather gloomy picture. In the best case their situation can be
characterised by an expression used by Comrade Stalin at the
Seventeenth Party Congress: “ They are marking time.”

The world economic crisis was bound to have its effect on the
publishing trade. The American “ Publishers’ Weekly ” records that
the development of the book trade in the year 1933 was bound to
follow that of all other branches of trade. * At the beginning of
1933, the situation was really depressing. The Christmas sales in
the bookshops were 25 per cent. less than last year.” .

Two spheres of science, and, accordingly, two spheres of litera-
ture. claim our special attention.

Number of Books Published (Titles)

U.S. A. France Italy England Germany R.SF.SR.
218 584 222 595 1,115 8,513

‘Agriculture .. 60 530* 469 194 627°** 3,?30

Are not these figures really startling? We see in the capitalist
countries. in the technically leading countries, a tremendous decline
in the puyblication of technical and agronomical books. In our
country in which Socialism is being built up, we see a tremendous
1x1creax§e in the publication of technical and agro-technical litera-
ture. The enthusiasm for industrial construction and the master-
ing of the new technique has created a huge demand for technical
and agro-technical literature, and we must admit that this demand
has not vet been satisfied.

L ihiclixdmg natural science and biology.
** Including domestic economy.

S
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But perhaps the most important capitalist countries are making
up for the decline in technical literature by the publication of
theoretical and philosophical works. giving a firm scientific basis to
the world view? Let us glance at the following table:—

Number of Books Published (Titles)

U.S.A France Italy England Germany RSFSR.
Religion 632 636 408 1,022 1913 - 176
Philosophy .. 219 333 364 261 434 99

From this table it can be seen that in the capitalist countries
the figures relating to books on “ religion " by far exceed the figures
of the first table. In the leading civilised countries technique lags
pehind religion. the agronomical books behind idealistic philosophy.

As far as religion is concerned, the Soviet Union has no desire
whatever to compete with the léading civilised countries; we prefer
to publish technical and agro-technical literature instead.

In regard to philosophy, everybody knows that books of a
materialistic tendency hardly amount to & dozen in any capitalist
country. But what scrt of books are published under the heading
of “ philosophy " in the capitalist countries? The “ Borsenblatt fur
den deutschen Buchhandel” (Stock Exchange News for the Ger-
man book trade) writes: “The economic depression has had its
effect upon astrological and occult literature. There has been an
increase in the number of publishers who publish books on fortune-
telling. character reading and similar mystic sciences, on trans-
cendental methods in scientific and other spheres.” This is
characteristic of the books appearing under the heading of
‘philosophy.” In England and America astrological, spiritualist.
theosophical, occult and similar literature has been increasing for
the last decade. In the year 1932 there appeared on the German
book market a large number of books on graphology, chiromancy,
fortune-telling by cards, dream books, as well as books on clair-
voyance, etc., in fairly big editions.

In this respect there can be no talk of the Soviet Union lagging
behind, for not a single book is published on such themes in our
country. We also do not consider it necessary to publish books in
order to refute this mysticism originating from the intellectual life
of the middle ages.

There is one sphere of literature in the capitalist countries in
which the output figures are rising, but statistical data on this
subject are obvicusly lacking. This sphere is war science. The
above-mentioned German paper regrets the lack of war literature
in post-war Germany, whilst the English organ, “ Publishers’ Circu-
lar,” stated: * Whoever studies human nature can observe that the
decline in the output of books on pedagogy is made up for by an
increase in the number of books appearing on war and military
science.” In the imperialisi countries the science of destroying
human lives is obviously more popular than the science of educating
and training humanity.

Things are different in the Soviet Union. Whilst we are “ lag-
ging behind " in regard to books on philosophy, theosophy and
theology, we are able to draw * consolation " from the f{acts revealed
by the following table:—

‘Number of Books Published (Titles)

U.S.A. France Italy England Germany RSFSR.
Natural sci-
ences and ex-

act sciences 357 497 254 617 996 3,108
Medicine, hy-

giene .. 360 823; 531 435 876 855
Social and po-

litiéal science 621 653 626 1,098 1,346 3,247

It is a matter of course that the Soviet Union takes the first
place in regard to literature on social ,and political science. But
also in this sphere we are not yet able to satisfy the demand of the
tolling masses. But it will surprise many to learn that in regard to
books on natural science we are far in advance of the five leading
capitalist countries and even exceed the total production in this
sphere.

We are still lagging behind in our output of books in the

i To this must be added the books on natural science and
biology, which in the French statistics are included in 530 titles of
books appearing under the heading of agriculture.

t Together with the veterinary books which are included in the
French statistics under the heading of medicine.

sphere of art, history, philology and juridical matters. It will be
our task to overcome this backwardness in the next few years. )

We thus see: in the capitalist countries a decline in the out-
put of books, an exceedingly small number of books on technique
and agriculture, and on the other hand an Increasing humber of
books on idealistic philosophy, theosophy and theology. In the
Soviet Union an unprecedented increase in technical and agrono-
mical literature. a tremendous boom in books on natural and
social science. ! ’

In the R8.F.SR. hlone, there were published in the year 1833,
according to provisional statistics 966,163.000 copies of books. of
which 340,845.000 copies were in Russian and 25.318.000 in 87 other’
languages. Such an expansion of publishing activity is incon-
ceivable in any capitalist country, but for the Soviet Union these
ugures do not by far represent the farthest limit.

The Development of Soviet Trade . .

By L. G. A

The transition to Soviet trade, i.e., trade without big and small
capitalists. which means that the etrculation of goods is socialised
and the private trader ousted. is an essential factor in the develop-
ment towards the classless society. The tremendous achievements
of Soviet trade are characterised by the following features, which
are closely connected with each other: (1) growth of the turnover
in Soviet trade; (2) growth of the share of the decentralised goods
fund: (3) development of a network of shops both for wholesale
and retail trade; (4) overcoming of the consumers’ co-operatives’
position of monopoly: (5) increasing share of the so-called open,
Lon-standardised stores in addition to closed stores, which supply
only shock brigaders; (6) higher cultural level of the tradipg
methods. e WA R UP R
" "The fifst Five-Year Plan resulted in an increase of the turnover
of the co-operative and State retail trade by 75 per cent. In |
first year of the second Pive-Year Plan there has beén a 1 r
‘nerease in the turnover, and the first months of the year M AW A
{urther acceleration of this development. T

In the first three months of this year the turnover of the State
and Co-operative retail trade increased by-about 24 per cent. Con-
siderably greater quantities of the most important . foodstuffs and
articles of consumption have been offered for sale. A lively de-
velopment is to be perceived in regard to trade for the open market.
In March, three times the quantity of pastries, twice the quantity
of potatoes and half as much again of dairy products were sold on
the markets than in January this year.

Particularly striking is the development in the small towns.
The turnover of goods of the decentralised goods fund in thé State
and co-operative network has greatly increased. Already in the
year 1933 the decentralised supply of food and articles-of consump-
tion constituted already & high percentage of the turnover of the
Co-operative and State trade. In regard to vegetables, this supply
amounted to about 60 per cent. potatoes to 65 per dent., and dairy
products to 25 per cent. of the total trade.

From the beginning of 1931 to October, 1933, more than
100,000 shops were opened, the network of public dining rooms
(without the co-operative dining rooms) has increased threefold,
and the network of wholesale trade has been fundamentally re-
newed. The trade organisations were greatly diminished in order
to increase their efficiency and to adapt their activity better to
demand. Instead of the 3,200 large rural organisations of the
co-operatives which existed in the year 1930, about 40,000 village co-
operatives were formed. : :

Good progress was made in the sphere of speciglising trade.
This constitutes an important means to raise the leve! of trade and
improve trade technique. In the towns the specialised shops con-
sutute the overwhelming majority. “The nopoly position of the
consumers' co-operatives on the market, impeded the struggle
against the bureaucratisation of trade, has been overcome.

Competition has found its way into the trading system. 1In the
year 1931 the consumers’ co-operatives comprised about 70 per cent.
of the whole retail trade and public feeding, whilst to-day this per-
centage has declined to 40 per cent. In the rural districts the con-
sumers’ co-operatives are of decisive importance for the distribution
of goods, but in the towns they have been replaced by the * closed
factory shops,” partly al$o by the open State shops and stores.

The development of Soviet trade was accompanied by the trans-
formation of the system of “closed shops,” the transformation of
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the whole system of workers’ feeding, which has been handed over
to the factory management. This system has proved to be of great
advantage to the workers.

The development of open trade, in particular in regard to food,
has everywhere led to a decline in prices on the collective farm
market. In March of this year average prices on the collective farm
markets were 50 per cent. lower than in ‘March last year. The
decline in prices amounted for bread and pastries to 55 to 60 per
cent., for vegetables to 60 to 65 per cent. In the year 1933 and in’
the first three months of this year prices were reduced in all
spheres of trade.

In spite of this rapid development Soviet trade is not yet able
to satisfy the demand for goods. The proletarian purchaser is
‘rapidly increasing his demand both in regard the quality and
quantity of goods. This confronts- Soviet tr;j: with great and
complicated tasks which demand solution. e lagging of Soviet
trade behind the rapidly growing demands is due to the fact that,
apart from the shortage of various articles, the network of the
lowest links of trade, of the shops in the towns and the village co-
operatives, has not yet been adapted to the growing requirements.
The consistent realisation of the principle of the personal responsi-
bility of the managers, business accountancy, the training of good
cadres, the struggle against equalitarianism in the trade apparatus
—these are the methods which must lead to a far-reaching im-
provement of our trade system. All those measures recommended
by Comrade Kaganovitch in his report to the Seventeenth Party
Congress will result in the demands of the purchasers being satis-
filed and the profitability of Soviet trade increased.

Proletarian Mass Organisations

Three Years of Revolutionary Freethinkers’

Movement , -
By Yan Yansen (Paris)

The coming session of the Executive Committee of the Inter-
national of Proletarian Freethinkers (I.P.F.) will be presented
with a repart concerning the state and the activity of the indi-
vidual sections of the international, which proves that since the

" cleansing of the international from the presence of its social-
democratic leaders, and in particular since the session of its
Executive Committee which“took place in 1931, the international
movement of proletarian freethinkers is active and at wprk in
twenty national sections. ’

Since the session of the Executive Committee 1n 1931, three
years ago, the importance of the struggle of the revolutionary
freethinkers for the class Struggle as a whole has grown consider-
ably. That is not accidental. The whole system of capitalism is
in a galloping decline. Back to barbarism! That is the slogan
which characterises the development of dying capitalism. Pro-
ductive forces are being destroyed or made idle. With the one
exception of the productive forces engaged in the war industries.
Apart from the chemical industry and other branches of seience
serving war-like purposes, science has ceased to have any value.
Religion, on the other hand, is much more valuable, for it stultifies
the brain of the working man and makes him * humble " towards
his exploiters, reconciles him with his impoverished situation. and
paralyses his fighting spirit. .

On its part, the churches: know that their fate is bound up
with the fate of capitalism. The example of the Soviet Union
has shown them that the decline and disappearance of capitalism
are their own decline and disappearance. Up to the present the
churches have always been willing to place themselves at the dis-
posal of any class that happened to be in the saddle at the
moment, whether it was the feudal nobles, the agrarian junkers.
or the capitalists. In the interests of all these classes the churches
preached to the exploited masses that they should * Render unto
Ceesar the things that are Ceesar's.” However. when the working
class, destined to replace the capitalists, establish themselves, they
will not develop into a class of exploiters. buf they will abolish the
exploitation of man by man altogether, and with this they will
abolish altogether the hypotheses for the exercise of religious
power and influence. For the first time in the history of social
development the power of the church to adapt itself to the needs
of the ruling classes will meet with insoluble difficulties.

Here we have the cause of the fanatical hatred with which

the men of God in all countries pursue the proletarian free-
thinkers’ movement and its world organisation, the international
of proletarian freethinkers.

The Fourth Congress of the I.P.F., which took place in Boden-
bach in November, 1930, and drove the reformist traitors, Sievers,
Hartwig, Ronzal, and Lebenhard, out of the ranks of the pro-
letarian freethinkers' movement, laid the foundations for the

rapid development of this comparatively young working-class -

organisation on a world scale.
has now 22 national sections, where previously it had only seven,
is sufficient exterior picture of this development. The. Bodenbach
Congress hammered off the slack which had accumulated in the
bourgeois and reformist past of the organisation. It put an end
to the exclusive occupation of the organisation with “ enlighten-
ment work,” with its limitation to the scientific refutation of the
Bible, etc., and with the isolation of the organisation from the
tremendous social struggles proceeding all around it.

The clear acknowledgment of the standpoint of the revolu-

tionary proletariat, the open adoption of Marxism-Leninism, and |

the entry of the organisation into the front of the revolutionary
class struggle, created a basis for the development of the activity
of the various freethinkers' organisations which for the most part
had vegetated up to then as little more than sects and created the
preconditions for the rapidly growing importance of the move-
ment in the struggle of the proletariat for emancipation.

To-day this importance is greater than ever before. The more
declining capitalism seeks support from the churches and from
religion in general, the more necessary it becomes ito build up
mass organisations which are capable of conducting the class
struggle against capitalism, against the churches and religion,
and against fascist cultural barbarism on the ideological front,
and in this way to assist in drawing those workers and other
toilers who are still under religious influence into the struggle of
the revolutionary proletariat for emancipation.

The fact that the international |

The reports of the various sections of the I.P.F. give a clear ;

picture of the successes which have already been .achieved ‘in this
struggle, but they do not neglect to show the weaknesses and
deficiencies of their work.

In tireless work and courageous persistence the young move-
ment had to contend with great resistance from the class enemy

bethe it succeeded in establishing its place in the front ranks of |

the ‘class struggle. In Japan the inaugural congress of the new
movement was dispersed by the police and those present at it
were arrested. In Bulgaria the proletarian freethinkers had to
fight a difficult battle before they were able to win a certain
legality. In India a broad mass movement was initiated against
the treachery of Gandhi. although there was no organised body
fAn existence to carry on the fight. All these successes indicate
“that the policy adopted by the I.P.F. is the correct one.

However, another and still more important fact proves that
an effective struggle against the churches and against capitalism
can be carried on only on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and the
struggle of the revolutionary proletariat. To-day. in the Spring
of 1934, six sections of the I.P.F. have been prohibited by the
capitalist authorities. the sections in Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Austria, Poland, Bulgaria, and Japan. In Germany the prohibi-
tion was issued by the Bruening government in 1932, with the
support of the German social democracy, and the prohibition is
being maintained by Hitler fascism. In Czechoslovakia part of
the efforts of socialist ministers to save democracy consists in per-
secuting the proletarian freethinkers' movement. There is no
doubt that the proletarian freethinkers will have still further per-
secution to contend with in the future.

However, so much can already be said: the proletarian free-
thinkers have stood the test in all countries. Despite great sac-
rifices, the struggle is being continued. The innumerable workers
who have lost their lives in the struggle for revolutionary Marx-
ism-Leninism. the hundreds of thousands who are being tortured
and maltreated in concentration camps and in prison, have not
made their sacrifice in vain. The events in the countries of fascist
terrorism show clearly that the proletarian freethinkers' organisa-
tions have learned to work under the hardest conditions of ille-
gality and that they occupy their place in the revolutionary prole-
tarian class struggle with boldness and steadfastness.

On the other hand. the bourgeois-reformist international free-
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thinkers’ union is deeaying side by side with the rotten system of
capitalist exploitation with whichk it has thrown i its lot. Not
all the radical phrases of Sievers Hartwig, and the others can
deceive the masses of the workers as to the essentially counter-

‘revolutionary policy of the IF.U. The acts of these people arc

sufficient to prove the correctness of the old warning to look at
their fingers rather than at their lips: Did not Sievers and his
friends boast that they had abandoned the German freethinkers’
assoclation with 600,000 members and 5.5 million marks in its treas-
ury to the fascists, “with everything completelyinorder”’ and with-
out a struggle? Did not Ronzal in Austnia form so-eplled free
religious assoclauons in place of the freethinkers' assocration dis-
solved by Dollfuss, only to liquidate even those abortions after a
short space of time?

As a result of the destruction of its stroinge-i sectionus, those
in Germany and Austria, the bourgeois-reformist nternational
frecthinkers’ unjon is organisationally bankrupt, but its ideolog:
is still alive amongst the broad masses of those who were foruierly
its members and amongst its remaing mcmbers. Therefore our
struggle against the dangerous ideolog; of retormism is by no
means at an end. This struggle is at the same tune a struggle
to win these masses for the aims and for the organisations of the
proletarian freethinkers on the basis of an anti-clencal and anti-
fascist united front. i

This policy of the umited front also opens up the path to the
millions of workers and poor peasants who arc still under religious
influence. These masses cannot be won by bourgeois * enlighteu-
ment.” But the fact that they suffer econcmic exploitation and
political oppression jouxtly with the masses of the revolutionary
workers affords a basis for leading them 11lo the ciass struggle
on the side of the proletariat and winuing them for Marxism-
Leninism.

The successes wmch we have already won in the revolutionary

proletarian freethinkers’ movement must ol bind us o the faults”

and deficiencies which are manifest in ali the sections of our in-
ternational.
tional indicate that despite successes the progress of the move-
ment is not keeping up with the rapid deveiopmeit of the class
struggle, wnh the counter-measures of the class eneiny, and with
the measures magde necessary on our par. in answer.

There are still strong traces of the bourgeois-reformist past to
be seen in the work of our sections, abstract and sectarian methods
of propaganda. and agitation, a neglect of tne oppositional work
i the sections of the bourgeois-reformist I.F.U. and within those
organisations of freethinkers which are not affiliated to either
ternational, and in particular those in tne Latin countries, com-
plete isclation from. the masses of the toiulers who are still under
religious influence, jnsufficient and ineflective work amongst the
women and amongst the youth, amongst the Left wing intel-
lectuals, and amongst the migdle class, deficient connections be-
tween the sections and the international executive committee and
between the sections themselves, a neglect of the organisational
development of the sections, insufficient work to develop the body
of officials, and insufficient and ineffective wcrk to build up a
mass circulation for the publications of the sections.

These weaknesses and deficiencies hamper the development
of the revolutionary freethinkers’ organisations into a powerfu!
mass movement. The objective conditions favourable to such a
development are present to & great extent and they are becoming
more and more favourable every day. It wiil therefore be one of
the most important tasks of the coming execitive session to find
ways and means of overcoming these difficulties and weaknesses
and giving the sections conerete tasks in the dnti-clerical and anti-
fascist struggle in order in this way to -open up a new offensive on
the cultural front and in ‘all capitalist countries against the class
enemies of the oppressed and exploited masses.

The heroic struggle of our comrades in Germany and in the
other countries of the fascist terror indicates the powerful
reserves which the working class is able to bring to bear ‘in the
struggle. The example of these comrades must spur on the other
sections of the I.PF. to mobilise all possible forces to develop a
mass struggle on the cultural front against capitalism and
tascism, for the struggle of the revolittorary proletarian {ree-
"hinkers is at the same {ime a struggle for the overthrow of capi-
1alist and fascist barbarism and for the victory of socialism all
over the worid.

The reports from all the sections of the interna- .

Proletarian Youth M

Reorganisation of the Work of the ? C.

By Cbemodanov

At the Seventeenth Party Congress of M o& ﬂh
vast country in which the toilers are free -wmm
ton, unemployment and fascism, in which working class, under
the leadership of the Leninist Party, is vi bullding up the

classless society, Comrade Stalin, the lcldct of the W
proletarian revolution, said . W i

the work is organised, on e organisation: ot sbhe
fortbeapphcsuonotumnmo(mm.wt..m
selection of workers, oil supesvising
dedsiomotu:elemm;orm amm
lne of the Party and tae correct solutions sre in danger of
being| severely damaged. More than that, atler the'
political line has been given, the organisalionali:work
dmwexmmmmqunammum
itself, i.e., its success or failure.” { bk

mesmmmmmmwmmnthmu.
of functionaries who hinder work and demanded

irom leading positions. The' first type “of these uncm
arc people who have rendered certain services: in N‘M
people who have become * aristocrats,” who have become vain

and. believe that the rules of the Party and of its organs
are not bimding for them, that they need nol carry them out In
praciuice, that they can violate thein with impunity. . The ‘seéond
iype of functionaries which is to be found most In the!¥.C.L.
(azhough there is also no lack of the Nrst-type) is-lfe ‘hoiest
chatterbox who talks e lot about the line “in general,'dn the #hort-
comings “ in general,” on a change and & turn “in genersl,” but who,
as Comrade Stalin said: *is incapable of organising
who would submerge every living cause in tmd‘h&uy
and endless speeches.” .

Comrade Stalin's report at Mc Seventeenth Pm: :
of the C.P.S.U. provides all the Sections of the Y.C.1. with ﬂu
Leninist instructions for their daily mctw work. ‘A

It is the task of every League, of every Central Commitiee
and of every, local branch to study this report very w
to acquaint the broad masses of the toiling youth with 1t and,
without waiting for special instructions from above, "’M
waiting for an hour, immediately to overhaul thelr Joﬂ:pnd.
proceeding from the jinstructions of Cdmrade re-
organise their work in such a manner as to
of still broader masses of toiling youth round
Party. Every young Communist must bear in
axureorumethevotkmdmeleadermzpo ms
for him. Everything depends upon ourselvu. upon’
ing the struggle ourselves. And ‘we are still organlsng
work, and consequently also the youtli for the strugglé for their
economic and political demands, badly.

Ixtusbearlnmmdwmcomrmwnnpanw
that everything, including the fate of the
its success or failure, depends u
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pracucal work. . . ' . '
Comrade Stalin teaches us: “Everything depends upon owr
organisational work,” but many “honest” chatterboxes in our
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ranks do not think so. Is this true or not? Yes, it is the bitter
truth. In many ¥.CL. orgsuisations: there ls much . talk about
politics “in general” but little is being done, that is to say, the
realisation of the policy of the Party, of the, League's own political
decislons is not being secured in an organisational respect. Is this
" 50 or not? Let the comrades in the individual branches examine
their work and’ consider what attention they are dévoting to
organisational questions, and then answer this question.

We do not wish to discuss the imporfance of organisstional
work “ in- general,” but examine some fundamental orcamsational
questions in our actual practiee. ’

Let us begin with the most important questjon : the selection
and promotion of cadres. It is a generally known truth that every-
thing depends upon the human.material, upon men and women,
their selection, their capacity to realise in ‘practice those tasks
whi¢h they set themselves.

. The December Plepum of the E.C.Y.C.I. devoted great ntt,en-
tion 1o this task and emphasised that
“ A real Boishevist, tenacious and net bureaucretic struggle
for the masses of the toiling youth, for the systematic con-
solidation of the contacts established with it, by means of giv-
ing expression to all its wants and demands, by means of the
capatity to organise the struggle against the offensive of the
bourgeoisie and to mobilise the masses of the totling youth for
jthis struggle—this must be the activity of every Young Com-

‘munist, of every: cell, every Y.C.L. group and in particular of

the leading. cadres of the Y.C.L., sub-district committees, dis-

trict committees, provincial committees and Central Com-
mijttees.”

Can We say now, two years after the Pienum of the E.C.Y.C.I,
that the cadres have been selected and tested by the central com-
mittees, or the leading local organs, according to the instructions ot
the E.C.Y.C.I.? And have we not in our midst “ aristocrats ” who have
become vain, who are not carrying out the decisions of the Party,
of the League and their leading organs and hinder their work?
And have we not in our midst those “ honest chatterboxes” who

‘-only talk, draw up long resolutions, but who do not know in actual
practice how to approach the Youth and to organise mass work,
bow the most simple thing is to be organised, not o speak of
strikes and demonstrations, or the organisation of a factory cell or
a group in a boyrgeois mass youth organisation. Have we not
pe¢ple in our midst who at “ their " meetings are used to talking a
lot, about pelitics “in general” and who have fargotten that the
Young Communist is before all the organiser of the youth, who is
respousible to the Communist Party for organising them?

Certainly we shall find such {ypes in our midst, and not a few
of them either, Why should we not put in their place in the lead-
ing committees other people, not * aristocrats,” not chatterboxes,
but organisers of the work and struggle, who know how to organise
mass work not in words but in deed?

That is the first important question that every organisation
alnd its members must raise. It is probable that some comrades
will object to this and declare that it is not permissible to put the
question in this manner. Some comrades will say that our func-
tionaries are young and inexperienced and that we have very few
people at our disposal. That is wrong. There are enough people
available, but we lack a Bolshevist, a serious and proper method of
selecting our cadres, of promoting them, we are not working
properly with the cadres. And sometimes our comrades are afraid
to promote new cadres to leading work or they promote in the first
place those who know how to talk.

We can quote a very instructive example from the development
of the German Young Communist League. The opportunist
Neumann-Remmele-Kutschi group exercised for a time a strong
influence in the C.C. There was not a question of principle in
which this group, under the leadership of Kutschi, did not differ from
the line of the Y.CI. They replied to the demand of the Y.C.I. to
promote fresh functionaries to the C.C, to the leading committees
of the local groups, that there were no cadres and well-trained
comrades. . The Y.CL., under the leadership of Comrade
‘Thaelmany, has shattered this opportunist group. It was then
necessary to replace the’ whole leadership of the C.C., and the
necessary number of comrades was found. Later the League was
driven underground. The wave of fascist terror broke over it:
hundreds of active functionaries. devoted to the Party, were
bestially murdored: thousands were Lung into the prisons and con-
centration camps. This was a blow dealt to the whole League, but

in the first place to its cadres. Buthewudmhnvebomutup.

who, though they do nouv possess great experience, are nevertheless
fighting heroically against the fascist dictatorship and acquiring
experience of the class struggle. Contrary to the opinion of the

«opportunists, who do no! know their cadres, underestimate them.

and are of the opinion that the League will collapse without them,
without the *dignitaries,” who think that the decisions of the
Party and of the Y.C.I. can be violated with impunity, without the
chatterboxes, the German Y.C,L. is living and fighting.

There exist sufficient functionaries; it is only neocessary to test

their work and select them in a Bolshevist manner. It would be
ridiculous to wait until the police, by arresting our functionaries,

compel us to procegd more energetically with the promotion of our |

cadres. ‘It is said that the comrades are young and inexperienced.
But the Y.C.I. is not an organisation of old people. We are all
learning in the work. Experience is acquired in the struggle.

Therefore, it is of no use complaining about inexperience but to |
see to it—and the quicker the better—that in the leadership of |

every o tion and of the League there are less “ aristocrats "
and chatterboxes and more of such people as are recommended by
the December Plenum of the Y.C.I.

It is not only necessary to select the cadres, but they must also
be properly distributed and utilised. The question of the distribu-
tioh of the forces, of knowing these forces, is not an organisational
question of secondary importance, but a question of tremendous
political importance. Very little attention is devoted in our ranks
to this question, whilst at the same time there is much talk about
politics. Ask the functionaries of the C.C. of the Y.C.L. of Sweden,
France, England and also Germany, how many registered mem-
bers they have and how they are distributed in the various towns
and districts, and they will not be able to answer your question,
but if you ask them their opinion “in general” on fascism, social
fascism, militarisation, they will start to talk without a moment's
hesitation and it will be difficult to stop them. Perhaps some of
the comrades will answer your organisational question. Of course.
for instance, the English comrades: They will tell you that the
League has something over 1,000 members, of whom 500 are in
London, 200 in Scotland, 60 in Lancashire, etc. That means that
half of their members are in London. But in Lancashire, where
the League has only 60 members, there are many factories. And
how many cells has the League? Not a single one. That consti-
tutes the distribution of the forces. The same can be said of the
other Leagues.

But how can you work successfully, issue directives to all com-
mittees and organisations without concretely knowing who will
carry out this line and these directives, and for whom they are
written? The comrades in the U.S.A. or in Prance must not run
away with the idea that they are any better than the comrades in
England with regard to knowing their own' forces and the distribu-
tion of their cadres. Both in the U.S.A. and in Prance, as well as
in a number of other countries, there are many, and not even
small, factories, nol to speak of the rural districts, which have
never even seen a live Young Communist. Perhaps things are
better in the provincial, district and local committees? No, here
they often know so little about their own forces, their circum-
stances. that they learn of the arrest of local committees or a fac-
tory cell only after two months. And while thinking over the dis-
tribution and consolidation of their forces they do not realise that
there exists & Party cell in the factory, that young workers are
engaged in the factory, but that there exigts no Youth cell there.
But how does the matter stand with the distribution and utilisa-
tion of the available forces in the local organisations? One not in-
frequently encounters local groups and celis in which actually only
two or three members are working, whilst the other members are
not drawn into practical work. These few people, who have to
cope with a dozen tasks, are feverishly bustling round, but the
results of their work are very insignificant; these results are not
only insignificant but also harmful, because tlie members of the
organisation who are not drawn into practical w-ork, not only cease
to attend the meetings but very often leave th:«: organisation alto-
gether And it does not occur to those comradess, who are perform-
ing ten duties at once, that they themselves, th ¢ manner in which
work s organised, are responsible for the fluctiiation of the mem-
bership and nobody else.

Wha! conclusions are to be drawn from this state of affairs?
The fundamental conclusion to be drawn is that the ocomrades
must have a good knowledge of their own fgrces, and that it is
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; ‘#o.carty out' a.proper, Bolshevist distribution of them.
and-make a proper selection from. them for the leading cadres.’
. 'Fhis means i in practice that. from an economic and political
of viewlit is necessary to consolidate certain important
centres of thé country with trained cadres: that the position of the
Jotwer ¢ i énal units must be thoroughly examined and par-
tieular attention devoted 10 the districts and factories in which our
. has-been weak; that the most important districts and fac-
_must bé singled out, and particular attention concentrated
on their leadership, and the establishment of new, the consolida-
ton of existing organisation secured. In this respect the experi-
nce of the Y.CL. of US.A. and England must be utilised.  In
(nese countries districts of “concentratfon ? were decided on, ls,
districts in which the forces of the Leagué are to be conc_entrated.
But hardly anything ' hag’é 4f this; because while there has
peen much talk about concentration, very little has been done in
practice, ., 16 A8 pot sufficient to adopt a decision on concemtration,
it is necessary to secure the organisational carrying out of the
decision.. . This means the registering of the available forces in the
given district, ie., the groups, members, functionaries, their correct
orienfation and systematic, lively and not bureaucratic leadership.
As is to be seen here it is not a question of carrying out a
recruiting campaign, but of reorganising the whole work of the
. .And the reorganisation must lead to every Young Com-
myaist being drawn into the active work of the orgamisation and
being brought, to realise that meetings and voting alone do not
exhaust his duties towards the Communist Party and the Young
Communist League. The Young Communist will be able to fulfil
his duties only when the Y.C.L. achieves in practice the realisation
of the’Party decisions, organises the youth and rallies them round
the Barty. y
‘In ‘corinectfon therewith there arises the serious question of
leadership. ' Many central committees, local committees and local
branches lack theé capacity to operate, lack a concrete, systematic
checking up of the carrying out of their own decisions in daily
work. There is a superfluity of committee meetings, discussions on
politics in “general” and paper resolutions. If one attentively
observes ‘the work of various central committees of those Y.CL.
which are working under eonditions of legalitv—and in fact not
only of the cemtral committees but also of the lower organs—then
one can frankly say that they are not working like an operative
organ but liké' & * session’ organ,” and the functionaries in the
CC3s are distributed accordinglv. The political leader stands at
the head of the C.0., then there is a second functionary called the
organiser, in addition there is the leader of trade union work, who
is not a member of the C.C. and does not work in the C.C but in
the trade unions and only attends the meetings of the C.C. Then
there i$ the editor of the newspaper, who likewise only attends
the meetings of ‘the C.C., then there is the leader of the Agitprop
work' and‘some.-other comrades who are entrusted with this or
that work or are working as instructors. The comrades working in
the apparatus of the C.C. are attached to the secretariat of the
CC. or the Bureau of the C.C. As a res:l’, there are only two or
three really practical working functionaries in the C.C., whilst the
other comrades, whose main work in the Y.C.L. consists in attend-
Ing committee meetings, are not performing any practical work.
It frequently happens that this or that question, instead of being
settled without any meeting, is first discussed in the secretariat of
the C.C. and then transferred to the bureau of the C.C. The sec-
retariat and bureau adopt a decision which very often does not
reach the lower organisations. The C.C. as a rule dnes not super-
vise the carrying out of its decisions, and inside the C.C. the idea
seems to prevafl that if a question has been discussed, a resolution
drawn up, then the matter is settled, and they therefore proceed
to the next business. It very rarely happens that the C.C. or other
leading organs invite representatives of lower Y.CL. organs, for
Instance of local branches or of a factory cell or of district com-
mittees, to report. It is very seldom that this or that leading
committee concretely discusses the question where a new Y.CL.
cell is to be organised, who is to organise it and when, what con-
mg'e“ﬁe“ﬁi’ﬁfdﬁ— accorded to the local and lower organisations
in n this guestion .must be discussed again by the leading
co f”fie ﬁ%rﬂq; f;t:p su;g?}vise the carrying out of the decision.
Apart frofitwitich ‘talk about the fascisation and militarisation
f_the Youth, many leading committees have practically done
tothing in order to ascertain what bourgeois mass youth organisa-
(Xt inOtheirvdistricd; what :organisationsl structure they
ve, what forms and methods they are applying i $heir work
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and how work among the youth in these organisations is to com-
mence in a practical manner, how the Young Communists who are
already members of this organisation but are not performing any
political work in it as they do not know how to carry it out, are
to be assisted.

This, of course, does not mean that in our leading committees
there is no discussion of the work in the bourgeois mass youth
organisations, of work in the lower organisations, of fluctuation,
recruiting and other matters; there is talk enough about all these
things, but very little is done in practice in order to convert thistalk
into deed. It would be good if every leading committee examined
from this point of view what practical questions were discussed
and carried out in an organisational respect, i.e., what questions
have in fact been settled. It would likewise not be bad if the
so-called organiser, and together with him the whole committee,
examined how often they have discussed the question of the
organisational structure, and while in practice having no concrete
idea of the character of the lower organisations, paid no attention
to their practical work but instead, talked more on politics with
them.

If our Leagues are examined from the point of view of their
organisational structure, one gets a very variegated pfcture. As a
rule’ the basis of our organisation is the local Y.C.L. group; in
spite of all the demands of the E.C.Y.C.I. the factory cell has not
become the basic lower organisation. ‘

The local organisations have not yet acquired a uniform
character. In various towns in which there exist only two or
three groups they are headed by a district or regional committee.
In other towns where there are relatively more young Communists,
there are district commitiees, street cells, local groups, factory
cells and oune. or two fractions in auxiliary organisations. And in
countries where the Y.CL. is illegal there often exist in addition
amorphous groups of the revolutionary youth. It is quite under-
standable that the C.C. as well as the leading committees have to
approach these organisations in a differentiated manner, i.e., that
concrete assistance and -leadership must be accorded to those
organisations which possess only two or three groups in the whole
town, as well as to those arganisations which are more ‘or less con-
solidated and in which the factory cell is beginning to play the
lsading role. This does not, however, obtain in praectice. In our
Leagues, resolutions are drawn. up on the question of the struggle
against the social-fascist influence, but it is not sufficient to draw
up resolutions; their organisational carrying out must be secured.
One and the same 'question, for instance, the question of the
struggle against fascism; war and social fascism, must obviously
be put in a different manner in every local Y.C.L. organisation,
taking into. account the position and the available forces of this
organisation. This is mostly overlooked by our comrades. They
usually.draw up. “ general " directives, but very little work is done
to reorganise the work of the local organisations in order to draw
all Young Communists into the work which has to be carried out
not -only in the streets-amd 4n the tenement buildings but inside
the factery and inside the bourgeois mass youth organisations.

In Paris the situation at one time was as follows: there were
about 70@ Young Communists. In Paris itself the C.C., the Paris
Committee apd 37 district committees had their seat. If we divide
the number of the Young Communists by the number of the lead-
ing functionaries we find that every member of the organisation is
at the same time a member of a leading committee.. 'All are “lead-~
ing,” all attend meetings, talk about politics, and there is nobody
to do the work. This state of affairs existed up to the reorganisa-
tion, but even after the reorganisation the situation in Paris has
not improved, because the French comrades have not . considered
the question, how many Young Communists there. are in the
various districts ofs Paris, what local groups exist, the composition
of these groups, the contacts they possess, what factories exist in
each distriet- or suburb, and how the organisation in Paris must
be built up in order to ensure that the main sections of the
workers, the toilers and-unempleyed youth shallt be brought within
the organisational and political influence of the Y.C.L.

In London, New York and in other Y.C.L. organisations of the
capital-towns very. little. adtentdon. is paid. to this question. The
comrades are content with what they have achieved, they are
atratd 5 Titroduce sometRivg fiew irito the workers’ organisations.
The first task confronting every leading committee consists in
their acquiring a knowledge of the structure of their organisations,

‘their -strong-and weak)sides; in:order tq.be able to guide thsnin

a-coucRein-Ianper and to give them practical ald. All the central
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committees have to ‘devote their attention to this question, for
without the transfermation of the lower organisations it is impos-
stble to conduct a successful struggle and to organise the main
masses of the youth. The leading committees must pay the maxi-
mum attention to the lower organisations, the distriet oom-
mitbees, for they are the decisive link in the system of the leader-
ship of the League.

Proceeding from this fact we cansider the existence of a secre-
tariat and of a bureau in the central committees to be absalately
unneeessary. It suffices to set up a bureau consisting or five to
seven persens, who settle all the fundamental peolitical and
organisational questions. This fact alone will reduce the number
of ‘comumjtiee meetings to. half. A secretariat and a bureau are
still less necessary in the district committees. Under legal con-
ditions a leading committee consisting of 10, at most 15, efficient
comrades is quite sufficient. The leaders of the committees must
constst of a secretary and several instructors, but not of the heads
of this or that department who “work out” the questions and
resolutions for the committee meetings bnt never vixit the lower
organisations.

Only those functipnaries of the leating committees are of
value who pags three-quarters of thetr time in the lower organisa-
tions and do not say what is to be done, but show on the spot how
it 43 to 'be dome. And the leading committees must see to it that
they adopt only such decisions the carrying out of which can be
cheeited, and that every lower organisation is aware of this super-
vision.

ANl organisations . must be categorically forbidden ‘to adopt
deciarations and resolutions for “internal” use. If the Y.OI.
consider it necessary to express their poMtieal opinion on this or
that question which concerns the whole country or a given distriet
or 8. given factory, this must be donedn-thée form of an appeal to
the youth, by leaflets, newspapers, placards, et¢. The same ques-
tion must not only be discussed “from. the poltieal aspect, as is
often done by our comrades, but:it -must be dissussed in sueh a
manner that every Young Communist shall know what his
organisation and he himself'has to de. It very often happens that
cemrades, who have to work under strietly illegal conditions, hold
.pleiary sesslons and eonferences, discuss gemeral political ques-
tions, adopt genmeral decisions and leave the meetings without
knowing what has to be 'done in practies. Or in other words, our
leading comrades have given the representatives of the lower
organisations the politieal e, but have forgotten to explain how
the concrete. struggle for the carrying out of ithis line is to be con-
ducted 1n the looslity from whidh' the delégate has been sent to

Comrade Btalin teaches us: it is not sufficient to lay down the
palitical ins, €8 s not suffitlent to adopt unanimously a polftically
correct resslution’ it s neéessary to-ensure from the organisa-
tional stde:that this ne fs carried out n practice. that the adopted
resslution’ does not remain orm paper, but is appled in praetice.
But many honest chatterboxes overlook this fact because they fail
to see the Hving redlity and the proeesses which are taking place.
i.e., the clags struggle behind thelr political formulses.

The class struggle. is sharpening from day to day: events are
developing with Hghtning rapidity. The most Important pelitical
thests of the Comintern, that we are fmmedtately approaching a
fresh cycle of revolutions and wars, is becoming more and more
obvious to the broad masses. The bourgeoiste is no longer eapable
of retaining the youth under its influence by means of the old
bourgeois-democratic Parliamentary methods. The bourgeoisie per-
ceives the growth of Communist influence and the {ncreasing
resentment of the toiling masses; it 8 making a turn and is estab-
lishing the open fascist dictatership. The process of organisa-
tional and ideological bankruptcy of the Second International is
being aocelerated, dragging with it the Socialist Youth Tnter-
national, the direct bearer of bourgeots influence among the toiling
youth.

The class stmggle confronts the Young Communist Leagues

with new, higher and more responsihje tasks. It demands of then
the readjustment of their work, rbefore all their  organizas o
work. It is this question to which Comrade Stalin ‘has drawn gy
attention. On the basis of his instructions, and ‘Balshevistieap,
taking into account the objective conditions of the class st 2Rl
every Y.C.L. organisation must commence to readjust. itaelt with,
out special resolutions and sittings. The Leagues must veadine
themselves in such a manner that they rally ever hroader mas i
of the youth round the Party and became in fact ‘reai Teveh
tionary mass Youth organisations.

Book Reviews

American Imperialism in Hawaii
Bv Hy. Kravif (New York) g
In Hawaii, a new S%page pamphlet by Samuel Weinman,
have a smashing indictment of the history of U.S. exploitation i
these centrally located istands in the mid-Pacific. "Thanks to 4
propaganda of the capitalist press- and movies in - the Unp
States, the Hawaiian istands ar- usually pictured as a king';
modern paradise. There are several reasons for this delibers
falsification:— i
“First, it screens the slavery on the sugar and- pine afi
plantations. Seeond; it conceals military preparations for/
next Pacific war. Third, toutists, readers, and-movie
pay millions for illustons of paradise.’ i &
Hawali derives its importance to the imperialists fxoni‘.,
central location in the Pacific Ocean. It contrals the trade,ap
determines the military manceuvres of the Pacific. It is a § £PBIY
stone to the Orient. By making of Hawaii a,two-ergp‘counﬁ
sugar and pine apples—the imperialists have heen. .able to. wriy
super profits of 20 million dollars.a year on a total export yvalw
of 100 million dollars, For this reason, Weinman can_,report.}
millionaires out of a population of same 380,000 o
To-day a small cligue controls the Jand and almast everyihin
else. Some 21 companies, “almost all of them .interleeked, oW
and ‘lease’ a otal of 303,980-acres.” Finance capitalruleiheroostsl
extracts profits from utilities, hotels, newspapers, food, -transpon
tation, and other industries.. The manopely of thei{astie-Gaok
uterests. descendants of missianaries. who were among the 8rsts
bring “ awvilisation” to. the islands, is neaxly complete. The
dominate the State machine. For example, Willisig R. Caatle
jun., Under-Secretary of State in ex-President Hoevers admin
stration, was a member of the imperialist oligarehy. it
For the workers on Hawaiian plagtations, the employers haw
decreed low wages, starvation, unempiayment. Against. such eand
ditlons as these, significant strikes toak; place in, 190% 1920, and i
1924. In the 1924 struggle; 20 were killed in one day; 76 strikers
were arrested, and others deported; this witla the sid of thl
National Guard. During the crisis years, eonditions have beceme
ever more intolerable for the masses, Yet for 1932 the goverd-
ment could regggri that “an average profit of 5.17 per cent. was
made by 17 s%r plantations during the year.” !
The Roosevelt war pregramme gives special attention to
Hewall and particularly to Pearl Harbour at Honolulu, the most
completely equipped war base in the Pacific. Under the N.RiA
“public works” fund, nearly 10,000,000 dollars has already been
allotted to strengthen Pearl Harbour as a war centre. A total of
some fifty million doilars has been spent to date on this one port:]
Another 100,000.080 dollars 1s required by the Nawy Department
complete its programme, and Secretary of the Navy Swanson, who
paijd a visit to.the islands last year, has referred specifically (o
the need (o “further the development of outlying. hases in 1t
Hawalian istands.”
The faetual character of Caomrade Weinmanis. pamphish
helps us better to understand the background against which the
anti-imperialist masses of Hawaii are struggling.
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