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Twenty Years Ago—And To-day

Although the years before the war had seen a fierce arma-
ment race, whose speed had continually increased so that one
could almost mathematically calculate the day on which the guns
would finally go off, although since the first Balkan War in 1912
South Eastern Europe had been a storm centre over which heavy
clouds continually riven by warning lightning hung, and although
every day after the assassination at Serayevo serious steps on
the part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire against Serbia were
expected, nevertheless, the great mass of the population of Central
and Western Europe did not believe up to the last moment that a
war could actually take place between the so-called civilised
peopies. All the more easily, therefore, did they finally fall victim
to the propaganda of the authorities. They followed the mobilisa-
tion orders without resistance, and the majority of them were
even caught up in the war fever.

However, apart from these masses there were other sections
of the population who, although they were overwhelmed by the
rapid march of events, still did not lose their heads and become
rabid patriofs. For these sections of the population there was
still one hope, the international social democracy. 1If the inter-
national social democracy had stood by its own past and had
rejected the war credits, even that without any further actions
on its part would have been sufficient to open the first breach
in the united nationalist front, and at that a breach which it
would have been impossible to heal. Instead of that, however,
the international social democracy committed shameful treachery,
and only then was the whole population of the belligerent coun-
tries handed over helplessly as the cannon-fodder of imperialism.

To-day the masses of the population no longer hatrbour the
illusions about peace they harboured in 1914. There are, it is
true, very many who underestimate the danger of ‘war, but there

are none who consider war to be impossible. However, this does
not mean that the bourgeoisie will not be able to sweep the
masses off their feet when war does come again, and there is
no doubt that the Communist Parties will be hard put to it,
but one thing is quite certain, and that is that when the next
war breaks out the Communist International will not offer the
same pitiable spectacle as was shown by the Second International
twenty years ago. The bourgeoisie will not even be able to carry
out the mobilisation as easily as it did twenty years ago, and in
any case it will not have the advantage of civil peace. Without
fear of exaggeration we can certainly count of this difference
between the situation to-day and the situation twenty years ago.
If the international social democracy had done its duty in
1914, if it had utilised the crisis caused by the outbreak of war
for the overthrow of capitalism, as decided at the congresses of
Stuttgart and Basle, then to-day we should have no need to fear
imperialist war, we should have had not only one Soviet Union,
surrounded by powerful imperialist States. At th: end of the
war, and for a long time afterwards, the situation was very
favourable for the international overthrow of the bourgeoisie. It
was the result of the base treachery committed in 1914 that the
international social democracy, which had supported the im-
perialist bourgeoisie throughout the war, became after the war
the chief weapon of the bourgeoisie for crushing the proletarian
revolution, disrupting the ranks of the proletariat, demoralising
the fighting spirit of the workers, preparing the way for fascism,
and finally becoming the lackey of fascism. Without Noske and
Severing, without Renner and Dashinski, there would have been
no Hitler, no Dollfuss, no Pilsudski, etc. Capitalism, even under
its democratic mask, means the suppression of the working class
and a constant danger of war, but when capitalism throws off the
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mask and appears in its fascist form, then it becomes the real
scourge of humanity. :

The tragic events in Germany and Austria have now opened
the eyes of millions of workers who were still in the camp of the
social democracy, and persuaded them to lend a willing ear to

the propaganda of the Communists who have repeatedly appealed
- them for a united fighting front. In Austria and in Germany social

democratic and Communist workers have since come together

under tremendously difficult conditions to conduct a joint struggle: :

against fascism. In France and in the Saar district, countries
with strongly fascist tendencies, they have come to definite agree-
ments for the conduct of the anti-fascist struggle, and thus
tremendously increased their potential fighting power. There is
no need for us to harbour any illusions. Great difficulties will still
have to be overcome before we can secure the maximum utilisa-
tion of the strength of the working class in the struggle against
fascism. There are still- enough leaders in the social democracy,
and particularly in the reformist trade unions, who are anxious to
sabotage the united front. However, the masses are awake, they
feel what tremendous power is in their hands when they are
united. in action, and they will drive forward those who would
gladly hang back. In Czechoslovakia and in Switzerland, where
the Communist Parties have made united front proposals, the
leaders of the social democratic parties have rejected them. How-
‘ever, the Communists will not diminish their efforts until in these
two countries also a united fighting front against fascism is
formed. With this a new and hopeful chapter in the history of
the class struggle will be opened up.

It is not true .that the victory of fascism is 1nev1tab1e every-
where, and ‘it is also not true that a new imperialist war and a
‘counter-revolutionary intervention against. the Soviet Union are
inevitable. It the workers go into the struggle with united forces,
and if they succeed in winning over to their side: the masses of
the petty-bourgeoisie and the peasantry, then they can block the
way to the advanee of fascism and prevent imperialist war.  Let
us not forget that in the rapid march of events in the years
1932-33 in Germany and in Austria, whenever the Communists
appealed for a struggle at any particularly decisive point, the slogan
of the social democracy was: Do not let yourselves be drawn into

a fight. Reject the slogan of the general strike. And -just for
this reason the fascists were able to be successful. The united
fighting front must and will show other results. Further, the

bourgeoisie itself is not absolute master of war and peace. The

into account or it would long ago have attacked the Soviet Union.

If we compare to-day with the situation twenty years ago we
see that the attitude of the bourgeoisie hasnot changed much The
bourgeoisie is equipped for war now as it was then; indeed, it is
far better equipped for war to-day than it was twenty years ago.
However, a tremendous difference in the situation is that to-day
there is a powerful workers and peasants state, where twenty
yvears ago there was the Tsarist Empire; there is a strong bulwark
of peace and socialism, a country which is the hope and pride
of the international proletariat, instead of one of the main
inciters of war.

~If the Soviet‘ Union receives the necessary support for its
policy of peace from a united fighting front of the international
working class then we need not worry.

The events of 1914 will not repeat themselves to-day.

Women’s Conference in Poland
Warsaw, July 21.

The campaign for the International Women’s Congress has
aroused widespread echoes in Poland. On June 29 a great meet-
ing against war and fascism was held by the women of Warsaw.
On Jﬁly 5 this was followed by a Women’s Conference, attended
by delegates from the most important towns and from numerous
trade union organisations.. At this conference seven delegates
were elected, three from Warsaw and Lodz, one from East Ukraine,
one from Polish White Russia, one woman agricultural worker,
and one intellectual.

International Press Correspondence

* Minister, Sir John Simon, declared himself in favour of

Politics

Foreign Political Review of the Week

Like the speech delivered by Hess, the immediate representa-
tive of “the leader,” in Koenigsberg, the speech of Hitler on
July 14th was intended to be a diversion from the events of
Juné-30th, a -diversion with the assistance of foreign pelivical
excursions. However, on the very same day the British Foreign
ihe
Eastern Locarno, and his example was followed by Mussolini, not
only that, but the British House of Commons unanimously sup-
rorted the proposal. As a result Hitler’s plans were foiled, and
ke had to put on the old record of abusing his predzcessors.
Iike master like man, and the German press, which up to July
15th had conducted a furious campaign against Barthou, suddeniy
dropped it. Only later did it recover its voice and begin to argue,
anrd its arguments were dictated by embarrassment.

The proposed Locarno Pact is to guarantee the existing fron-
tiers of the Baltic countries, of Czechoslovakia, of the Soviet
Union, and naturally of Germany also, and in consequence the
whole plan is diametrically opposed to national socialist foreign
policy. National socialism in Germany aims at whipping up the
predatory instincts of the German bourgeoisie and of all those
Germans who share its views. It proposes the foundation of a
huge German empire at the cost of the backward races,’ and
it -hopes to win even the working class over to this ideology ¢f
conquest and to persuade it to abandon its historic right to take
over the means of production and distribution and to abolish the
exploitation of man by man. The German workers are, instead,
called upon to assist in the oppression and exploitation of others,
whereby they would receive a fraction of the extra-profits expected
to accrue from such an undertaking whilst themselves consenting
willingly to remain further an object of exploitation for the Ger-
man bougeoisie. The conclusion of a temporary pact of non-
aggression with Poland, whereby the latfer’s frontiers would be
guaranteed, represents a big hindrance to national socialist
foreign policy, but the prospect of partitioning the Ukraine in
company with Poland offered a sufficient compensation, all the
more so as the carrying out of any such operation would tre-
mendously strengthen Germany’s position towards Poland in the
event of subsequent conflicts (the way to the corridor can also go
through the Ukraine, is the idea in the back of Rosenberg’s mind),

bourgeoisie also is compelled to take the pressure of the masses quite apart from the fact that the conclusion of such a pact

7 with Poland would immediately strengthen Germany’s position

towards France and the Little Entente and at the same time
remove one of the chief obstacles, namely Poland, from the path
of German’s expansionist urge towards Austria. On the other
hand, the conclusion of the Eastern Locarno, no matter with
how many arriére pensées the signatories might provide themselves
with, would be a tremendous blow at the robber plans of the
national socialists, and for this reason Hitler is obstinately opposed
to the proposed pact and closes his ears to the advice even of
those who have been his best friends in the European alignment
up to the present, namely, Great Britain and Italy.

The diplomatic statement explaining Germany’s refusal is to
be given shortly by Neurath. Naturally, Germany will refuse to
join in purely on account of its love of peace, and not because
it is unwilling to guarantee the frontiers. of the Soviet Union
jointly with other powers, although it is plain that the whole
aim and hope of national socialist foreign policy is to violate these
frontiers. Up to the present the German Foreign Office has
made two chief objections to the proposed pact, via the slave press
of Germany. The first objection is: The proposed Eastern
Locarno provides for military sanctions. If Germany became a
party to it Germany might very easily, as a result of its central

position, become the arena of war, or at least the corridor for the

passage of foreign troops. However, the main aim of the Eastern
Locarno pact, its very essence, in fact, is to prevent any possi-
bility of war, to prevent the frontiers of the Soviet Union, of the
Baltic States, of Poland and Czechoslovakia becoming an arena
of war. Who would be likely to attack if Germany did not?
This first argument has since been dropped, obviously because it
is somewhat too clumsy, and the Voelkischer Beobachier declares
that the. proposed Eastern Locarno is a manceuvre on the part
of France to cloak its efforts to secure hegemony in Europe. This

,,,,,
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let ‘themselves be misused by France. The Voelkischer Beobachter
goes even further and declares that the proposed pact is intended
as a cloak for the “ military alliance” of France with the Soviet
Union. If there is to be any pact, declare the national socialists,
then let it be a pact between Germany and France. That is the
latest argument of the chief newspaper of the national socialists.
Now the proposed Eastern Locarno has about as much to do
with a “ military alliance ” as say national socialism has to do
with socialism. The world is now waiting to hear what Neurath
has to say to explain why Germany rejects any sort of agreement
(first- of all the Baltic Pact and now the Eastern Locarno), which
would make it more difficult for Germany to attack the Soviet
Union in alliance with Poland in the event of .a Japanese drive
against the Soviet Union in the Far East.

It is generally known that Germany is not alone in its deadly
hatred of the Soviet Union. During his stay in Warsaw Barthou
was able to convince himself of the direction in which Poland’s
real hopes lie. Poland refused to support Litvinov’s proposal for
an Eastern Pact, and it has not abandoned its opposition since
Great Britain and Italy have declared themselves in favour of
it. However, not -only is Poland opposed to the pact, but it is
inciting- others against the pact teo. The Polish Foreign Minister
Beck utilised a courtesy . visit to Esthonia and Latvia in order to
mobilise these countries ggainst. the pact also. These two Baltic
States have in_fact every interest in. the maintenance of peace,
because any sort of military operations would place their very
existence in serious danger. However, the governments of both
these countries are so-called authoritative governments, civil war
governments established against the working people at home. They
are filled -with hatred of the Soviet Union, and prepared for even
dangerous adventures. Small wonder therefore that immediately
the pact proposal was broached the government in Riga had
objections to make. Beck is also reported to have awakened
similar objections to the proposed pact during his visit to Thallin.
His journey did not take him to Kovno, for Lithuania does not
maintain diplomatic relations with Poland. However, it is now
reported that a Polish delegatmn is to visit Lithuania, not in
order to re-establish normal relations, but in order to incite
the Lithuanian government against the proposed pact. Lithuania
would burn its own fingers badly, it 1t ‘also discovered “ objections ”
to the pact, but it also possesses an “ a.ut 1011tat1ve ” government
and one may therefore safely assume that it is not disinclined
to indulge in a little adventurism. -

Despite the weakenmg of its chief pax'tﬂer in 1ts anti-Soviet
policy, Germany, Japan is feverishly continuing its military and
diplomatic preparations for an attack on the Sovict Union. Japan-
ese imperialism has already gone so far that it no longer considers
it necessary to cloak its intenticns. The first point of the Iatest
official declaration of the Japanese government reads-as follows:—

“In view of the state .of the international situation it is
absolutely essential that ‘the Work for the defence-of the coun-
try should be concluded as quickly as possible.”

In ether words, the work for the conclusion of Japan’s planned
attack on the Soviet Union. In the meantime the dxplomatlc
agents and the munitions comnuttee of Japan are travelling all
over the world to get whatever there. is to be got. Japan’s offer to
Turkey and Persia are well known. Turkey is to receive a port on
the Caspian Sea and Persia is to receive half a milliard in gold
for armament and other purposes. In return they will be expected
to attack the Sovief Union from the South or at least to molest
it when the big attacks are launched in the West and in the Far
East. Japanese imperialism has an eye for everything, and it does
not scorn even the smallest success. As is generally known that
in case of a war of intervention against the Soviet Union Hungary
would be prepared to coniribute ten divisions, a Japanese delega-
tion of highly-placed persons recently made a formal visit to Buda-
pest. The delegation was received with great friendliness every-
where and then left for Paris, where, however, at the moment
there is no inclination for a war of intervention against the Soviet
Union. Nevertheless, this fact did not prevent the Japanese doing
everything possible to mobilise French public opinion on their side.
The French press, notoriously corrupt, seems to have been treated
very generously by the visitors, to judge by the hymns of praise
which it is singing at the moment on behalf of Japanese
diplomacy.

In a.speech delivered Lo a conference of the Conservative
Party in Great Britain, Baldwin, who represents the Prime

-Dollfuss- attempts to- win over another

~hitherto- ambassador -in Berlin.

Minister during the latter’s absence, explained the necessity for
Great Britain’s increased air armaments. Naturally, everyone else
is responsible for this unfortunate necessity, and in particular
Germany, which Baldwin declares, is pursuing a dangerous foreign
policy. -Great Britain is to build 41 new squadrons consisting -of
450 new fighting planes and bombing planes. ‘This at least is the
amount officially admitted. This big increase in air armaments
has been planned for a long time. It may be true that the latest
developments in Germany have had some influence-.on British
armaments. A joint attack on the Soviet Union by Germany and
Poland in the West, and by Japan in the Far East would have
saved Great Britain a lot of trouble and permitted it to pay its bill
with other people’s money, as it did at the time of the Russo-
Japanese war, always provided that the Japanese army would
succeed in scoring the same successes against the Red Army as it
scored against the tsarist army. For the moment, however, Great
Britain does not reckon with any such combined attack on the
Soviet Union and in consequence it is compelled to increase its own

armaments.

- Tt is interesting to observe how the imperialists take anything
and everything.as a ‘pretext for further armaments. All diplo-
matic actions reveal inevitably the growing antagonisms between
the imperialist Powers and at the same time their joint antagonism
against - the Sov1et Union.

The Re-format:on of the Dollfuss Government*
) By Ed. Stark (Vienna)

The tottering structure of the Dollfuss dictatorship has once
more been given a new facade. To Lhe complete astonishment of
the general public, Dollfuss has Ieorgamsed his Cabinet.

In this new Cabinet, Dollfuss holds in his hand not only his
usaal Ministry of Agriculture, but -every political department.

But.the new facade merely serves to hide the enormous eracks
and breaches in the decaying walls.of the Austro-fascist dictator-
ship. - Even in the camp of the government fascists, even in the
State. apparatus itself, antagonisms are acuter than ever. That
Dollfuss has taken over the Ministry of Defence is no sign ‘of his
strength, it is rather the expression of extremely strained relations
between the Feaeral army and the Heimwehr. In many places

‘there has already been friction between the soldiers and the

Heimwehr members, leading to actual fights. In Graz there was a
street fight. The Heimwehr organisations therefore demsanded the

rermoval of the Minister of War, Schonburg-Hartenstein, who is

mereover compromised by the fact that his sons are Nazis. They
succeeded in having him removed, but Doilfuss has not delivered
the War Ministry into their hands. In compensation he has had
to appoint a Heimwehr member as Minister of Justice.

The new Cabinet also takes into account the transition 1nto
the-opposition of the Land League. The two Land League secre-
taries resigned. If is thus obvious that the bridges leading to the
majority of the Land Leaguers are destroyed. On the other hand
section of the "Land
Leaguers by appointing as Secretary of State the engineer Taushitz,
Taushitz is a former Land
Leaguer, and - it is hoped that he will place his connections at
Dollfuss’ service.

His-appointment means, however an increase in the tension
of the already strained relations with Germany. TaushitZ is being
called from Berlin without being replaced therg For the present
the Embassy is to be-conducted only by an ambawadonal*secretary
The half-hearted denials of the gavernment show the more plainly
that a demonstration -against the German governmenst is intended,
and this for the reason that it has placed Germany’s wireless at
the disposal of the Austrian Nazi leader Frauenfeld for purposes
of propaganda. Quite obviously Dolifuss is exploiting. here: the
momentary political isolation of Germany. But it is more than
doubtful whether he will be strong enough to win this struggle.
Germany will reply to Austria’s action by withdrawing. its
ambassador from Vienna. In no case will the posmon of the
Dollfuss government be strengthened.

The official staterhent, it need not be said, makes no mention
of any tension between the Heimwehr and the army, nor of the
rupture of relations with the Land League, nor of the conflict with

*Tl:is article was written before the latest events in Austria.—Ed.
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Germany. According to the official statement, the reason for the
reorganisation .of the government has been the concentration of
all forces for the removal of the “last remnants of anti-State
movements.” In pursuance of this object, the Minister of the
Security ' Department, Major Fey, has now been appointed
“ General State Commissar for extraordinary safety measures for
combating anti-State activities.” A permanent ministerial com-
mittee supports him. A special law has already been passed,
placing the death penalty on all offences against the explosives
law, including, therefore, the mere possession of explosives. An
opportunity is given up to 18th July to deliver up all unlawfully
possessed explosives; after this date the death penalty is incurred.

To all outward appearance these draconic measures are
directed chiefly against the Nazis.. To all outward appearance the
final struggle against the Brown pestilence begins. As a matter of
fact, Dollfuss is compelled to take some really énergetic measures
against the Nazis, otherwise his situation becomes - impossible.
Though the incessant explosives outrages cannot overthrow the
government, still they involve great financial and economic
difficulties, to say nothing of their moral effect. The hope that
Hitler’s inner difficulties might lead to a cessation of the outrages
in Austria has proved vain. Now Dollfuss is endeavouring to split
the Nazi movement. One section, the more sensible and moderate
section, is to be drawn into his ranks. Taushitz is to help in this.
And the proletarian section is to be intimidated by terror. The
Nazi party is not to be destroyed by any means. It is too valuable
as a last reserve for the bourgeoisie. But the radical elements are
to be suppressed, the party is to be “ purged” as it has been in
Germany. And'if persuasion does not suffice, then by force.

But all the declarations issued by the government must not
lead anyone to believe for a moment that the chief blow is really
being dealt against the Nazis. It is not the Nazis who are the chief
enemy of the -government. Its chief enemy is the revolutionary
working class and its leader, the Communist Party. It is against
‘these that the terror is directed in reality, however much the
pretence may be maintained that it is-directed against the Nazis.

It is a characteristic fact that the governmental declaration
refers to anti-State movements. And it is equally characteristic
that the “Wiener Zeitung” emphasises the -good work accom-
plished by Dollfuss against Right and Left. Another newspaper
praises Fey as the man who suppressed the February struggles.

Complete- clarity is furnished by the law issued as “safeguard
against deeds of political viotence.” This law not ‘only threatens
with the death penalty those in -possession of explosives or in-
volved in outrages. Point 4 goes beyond this, and threatens with
the death penalty anyone who “ by means of criminal actions en-
-dangers the safety of an undertaking serving public traffic, or
supplying the public with water, light, or power.”

The government has been reorganised because of the fear felt
-of the rising revolutionary wave. Tt is not the fireworks let off
by the Nazi leaders which menace the fascist dictatorship, or en-
danger the capitalist system. The less obvious but indefatigable
efforts of the Communists for uniting the toiling masses in the
struggle for their:.day to dayinterests, and for organising the
uprising against the fascist dictatorship—this is what is shaking
the system to its foumdations. The Dollfuss government is en-
deavouring to beat this back by means of fresh terror. But the
masses of the workers, under the leadership of the Communists,
will prove their ability to repulse all attacks:

Fifteen Moaths of the ** New Deal”

The great strike in San Francisco, which-is only one link, if a
most important link, in the chain of great labour struggles which
are convulsing the most important industrial : districts of the
United States, is an excellent illustration of the results of the much-
lauded Roosevelt experiment. The new methcds introduced by
Roosevelt were supposed if not te abolish the class struggle al-
together, at least to diminish its ferecity. The result has been
exactly the contrary, and it was inevitable that it should have been.
The. guaranteeing of minimum wages was a peculiar affair. It
might have meant, in name at least, an increase over the old
standards. of wages, but when as the result of -the limitation of
production with regard to important raw materials in an attempt
to fight against over-production the prices for articles of clothing
rise 30 per cent. and the prices of potatoes, flour and rice rise 75
per cent., then it is clear that the new wage rates have more than
been nullified by the rise in prices. It is said that real wages in

the United States have fallen by 20 per cent. during the course of
the past year.

The Roosevelt experiment was supposed to beneﬁt the trade
unions, because they were destined to play an important role as
the representatives of the workers in the negotiations with the
State and the employers. However, the employers were resourceful
enough to get round that proposal. The trade unions are not the
only - organisations which can serve as negotiating bodies, the
vellow “c¢ombpany unions” can also be considered .as negotiating
partiiers; -and in these organisations the employers are on top.
In this way most of the tariff agreements which have been con-
cluded have turned out to be against the interests of the workers.
The return of prosperity might have caused the employers to give
way, but prosperity is just the ene thing which has not returned,
despite all Roosevelt’s efforts to coax it back. It is now mid-
summer, but no new hands are being taken on anywhere. The
number of unemployed embraced by the statistics is given at ten
millions, although the welfare autherities give the number at 16
millions.

In the coming autumn a section of the legislators are to retire
and new elections are to be held in winteér. In preparation for the
elections, therefore, Roosevelt -has come forward with a new pro-
gramme. He promises the workers a health insurance scheme and
even an unemployment insurance scheme, although -both these
plans must first of all' be decided upon by the newly-elected
legislature. The significance of Roosevelt’s promises lies in the
fact that he considers the-situation -such that such unparalleled
gocial reforms, unparalleled for the United States, are necessary,
although formerly the reformist’ American Federation of Labour
Unions violently attacked them in the name of “freedom.” How-
ever, Roosevelt has promised the capitalists and the Trust magnates
much more. In fact; he has not only made promises, but already
very definite concessicns. He has broken his own laws which
aimed at making speculation on the part of the banks and the
stock exchanges more difficult; he ha$ chiosen his controlling bodies
in‘accordance with the demands of the banks and the stock ex-
changes, and he has guaranteed tremendous profits to the silver
speculators, amongst whom'there are many farmers, by decreeing
that silver shall be taken as ‘the covering for the currency as well
as gold.. And in the meéantime Roosevelt is reducing the control
over the industrialists established by the National Recovery Act—
*“the  independent - administration of * industry must be
strengthened ” is the slogan. The right of the President to make
production dependent on his pérmission hras been totally abolished.
Governmental regulatlons remain in force for agnculture only, for
the farmers are dxvuied and the crisis has hit them hardest of all.

If one tgnores the whole ballyhoo with which Roosevelt has
surrounded his expenmen‘c it is revealed as an attempt to over-
come the crifis and to bring about & new pericd of prospenty by
violence, - The’ fact tha’c thlS ‘effort’ has complete y failed can be

“seen not only from the number of workers stifl unemployed which

has already been quoted,” But also from the cxrcumstance that
United States capitalism has not yet ‘made eéven a beginning with
the Tenewal and extension of Lts basm capital which, as is known,

‘represents the beginning of -every new period’ of ~ prosperity.

Milliards of dollars have been expeqded and the public debt of the
United States has risen to 37 milliard dollars. The United States
currency has been ruined and tax surpluses have been transformed

-into tax deficits, for instance in the fitst year of the Roosevelt ad-

ministration there was a revenue deficit of 4 milliard dollars.
To-day Roosevelt has ho othér recourse but to take up new milliard
dollar loans to be expended in big’public’ building operatlons
Perhaps prospemty may return that way, he thinks.

As distinct from fascism, the Roosevelt experiment was not
international in its application, but local; it was confined to the
United States. Only a country with' such tremendous reserves and
resources” could have stood the st;ram of such an expenditure of
money.  The past fifteen months have shown, however, that it is
much easier to spend capital than it is to accumulate it and that
theréfore this sort of expemmentmg must have bounds For the
moment, however, the limit has not been reached.”

As was pointed out at the beginning of this article, the class
strugvle has taken on sharper forms since the opening up of the
Roosevelt experiment. ‘The workmg—class movement in the United
States has been raised to a higher level. This fact is the actual
historical progress which took place during the past fifteen months
in the United States.
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Germany

What Is Happening in Germany ?

Extract From a Speech by Comrade Fritz Heckert

When Hitler assumed power in Germany he declared that the
Third Reich meant the creation of a Reich for ten thousand years.
It was stated on the international platforms, inside and outside the
country, that the National Revolution had united the German
people in a way that had never happened before in the whole of
its history. Of course now and then there were “unpleasant in-
cidents ” in the Third Reich. It turned out that not everything
was to be unified. And the Communist Party, of which Hitler
boastfully proclaimed that he had completely obliterated it—it was
not to be obliterated. Before the end of one year the Hitler apostles
had everywhere to declare that the Communist Party was alive and
fighting.

On 29th June of this year, seventeen months after Hitler’s
assumption to power, we lived to see in Germany the supreme
leader having the dukes of the National Socialist Party shot down.
Quick as lightning, so runs the first government statement of the
evening of 30th June, the National Socialist Party leadership had
to act in order to smash the rebellious spirit that was pressing
towards upheaval in the S.A. On 2nd July the government an-
nounced on its own authority a law declaring that all the murders
that took place in Germany on 29th and 30th June were to
count as legal acts, which took place in the interests of the main-
tenance of law and order and the prevention of civil war in the
country. A man who for weeks and months was the trumpeter in
chief of the “second revolution” states that Germany and the
whole world owe Hitler a great debt of gratitude because he had
crushed the guardians of the “second revolution.” For this pretty
music Goebbels is, of course, allowed to remain Propaganda
Minister of the Third Reich—for the time being, at any rate.

A close observer of events in and around Germany cannot be
surprised by what has happened. I want to mention one of the
most important indications signalising present events for us: About
five weeks ago the German Reichsbank president, Hjalmar Schacht,
collected together a number of big capitalists for a discussion -of
the situation in Germany. At this meeting he said that “ Germany
was getting into a state of insolvency, that her economy was ap-
proaching a new crisis, that it was necessary to draw together all
. forces for a healthy and calm policy. Irresponsible chatter of the
kind indulged in by Goebbels could no longer be tolerated.” A
fortnight later the Vice-Chancellor, von Papen, appeared on the
scene with a speech at the University of Marburg. He said that
the situation in the Reich was not a favourable one; the campaign
against the grousers, cavillers and pessimists—that was a matter to
which a stop must be put at once because it was leading to a
mobilisation of all discontented elements. He went on to say that
recently people had appeared who shouted about a “ second revolu-
tion” and carried on irresponsible, wild social demagogy among
the masses. A stop must be put to such a policy. If a stop was
not put to it, he added, threateningly, then one would have to go
over from the one-party system to a two-party system. He
threatened the National Socialist Party with a split, with the
creation of another party. Papen said: It is not a “second revolu-
tion ” that is necessary in Germany, but a Conservative revolution.

The cannon kings, Thyssen and Krupp, too, are expressing
more and more frankly their anxieties concerning the catastrophic
development and are crying for the strong man who will protect
them against the threatening revolution. In Hermann Goering
they see their saviour. Hermann Goering must come more to the
front.

In the meantime the gold in the vaults of the Reichsbank
became less and less. On 15th June, Schacht declared: “ Beginning
on 1st July we shall pay nothing more at all abroad, neither the
Dawes interest nor the interest on the Young loan.”

With the economic difficulties, the foreign political difficulties
were growing, too. After the Geneva Disarmament Conference this
became quite clear.. What was to happen, then? This question
kept cropping up more and more crudely in front of German States-
men and in particular in front of the real rulers, Thyssen and
Siemens among others. Schacht counted his gold once more and
found that there was no more than 77 million in the till. But how
is one to get fresh gold? Trade is falling, there are no more
credits, but one has to buy raw material in order to carry on trade

and industry. It is true a lot of iron-ore, copper, zine, lead, cotton
and a lot of rubber and oil has been bought, but not enough to last
for a lengthy war. With 77 million and all those debts one cannot
g0 on buying raw materials much longer. One needs: gold also,
however, to parry the results of the impending bad harvest and,
ahove all, the still worse danger of inflatiocn. When the 77 million
are finished, what is one going to support the paper mark with,
so that it does not erash completely? Inflation, that is the hellish
spectre that the fascists fear most of all, because it trails with it
threateningly  the danger of the proletarian revolution. The money
is dwindling away visibly, and one can calculate the day when this
catastrophe of inflation will come:

There are many signs noticeable in the country indicating that
the population is facing things with less and less indifference.
Already in January of this year the Church conflict showed that
the petty bourgeois has become restless. He does not like it when
Goebbels says that one cannot carry out the four-year plan so
quickly, one needs twenty years for it. For the farmer or petty
bourgeois that is rather too long. He becomes rebellious. He tells
his parson about his discontent and says: It can’t go on like this,
where have you brought me to? The parson thinks he is going
to lose his influence over his followers, and begins to grouse against
Hitler.

Then came the elections of works councils in the factories,
with a heavy defeat of the fascists. That was a still graver signal.

Abroad the conclusion was immediately drawn from the results
of the works council elections: not only have the fascists not won
over the working class, but the working class regards them with
hostility. Even the armed members of the Brown Army had not
all voted for the Nazis.

On 20th January the “Law for the Regulation of National
Work ” was proclaimed. The part referring to the wage agreement
and its duration is of particular importance. The law was
to come into force on 1st May. But when 1st April came
it was stated that the law would not come into force before
1st July, and on 1st July it turned out that the old
state of affairs was to remain until 1st October. What is the
cause of this? In a great many factories where the National-
Socialist employers wanted to cut wages, even the N.S.B.O. mem-
bers, under pressure from the revolutionary mood of the workers,
put up a resistance against this. Thus not only the smaller em-
ployers, but also the great cannon-king Krupp, were compelled to
withdraw wage-cuts and dismissals. The Nazis were no longer in °
a position to put the law in its most important points into force.
Now we understand why Schacht said “ No more social demagogy,”
and why Papen said “No more talk of the ‘second revolution.”
They see suddenly, full of horror, that the National-Socialist
workers’ organisations can no longer be used in the old way for
carrying on the offensive against the working class. Naturally,
the revolutionary activity of the C.P.G. contributed substantially
to the development of this movement for resistance.

But it was not only in the factories and among the unemployed
that there was ferment. The village, i0o, was beginning to become
discontented. Hitler said: “We have given you peasants the en-
tailment law.” The farmer answered: “ You've split the village.
You've made a few hundred into kulaks, but millions into land-
less prolies.”

But even those who have benefited by the entailment law are
by no means satisfied. If the farmer wants now to borrow money he
has to pay more interest: 10, 12, or even 15 per cent. So the
farmer finds that the Nazis have cast him into a still worse
interest-slavery.

For months there has been ferment in the S.A.. The S.A. men—
they are poor petty bourgeois, who are in a bad way, who believed
that Hitler would make a social revolution. They are the sons of
the poor farmers, they are landless farmers themselves. They
demand passionately that some of the demands in the National-
Socialist programme shall now at last be carried out.

In these circumstances Roehm ,Heines, Goebbels, Ernst, and
whatever they are all called, became frightened. What were they
to do if all at once the two million S.A. men were to shout: We
want the second revolution, we want the programme demands
against the fine gentlemen carried out! But when the fine gentle-
men around Papen are supported by Hindenburg and Hess and
Hitler, and it is suddenly published: the S.A. men must go on leave
for a month—then the S.A. man says to himself: Why go on leave
just now, when I want to make the second revolution? This ex-
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citement in the S.A. awoke other sections, tco. The “grousers”
were directly stirred up by Goebbels’ avalanche of speeches. Now
one was saying aloud quite unabashed what earlier only was whis-
pered in the ear.

The Reichswehr, too, became talkative. Up till now it had
been “neutral.” The generals expressed themselves quite openly;
300,000 men in the Reichswehr instead of 100,000 are better than
200,000 men in the S.A. The S.A. was flabbergasted. @What do
the generals want, then? They made remarks against the Reichs-
wehr, that it was unreliable; one only needs to think of Schleicher,
then one knows what's up with the Reichswehr. )

In the S.A. there was agitation not only against the “fine
gentlemen,” bu! also against the higher ranks of the officers, be-
cause they were against the people just as much as the “fine
gentlemen,” and inclined to sell the S.A. to the foreigners. Unrest
and resistance in the factories grows more and more.

On 25th June General Blomberg issued a decree to the Reichs-
wehr in which he said: The Reichswehr has confidence in the
Leader if the Leader has confidence in the Reichswehr. On 28th
June Hitler and Goering went to Essen for the wedding of Ter-
boven, who, to be sure, is not a great leader, but anyhow they had
to go. When ‘they were once in Essen, Krupp von Bohlen-Halbach
said to them: Won’t you come on a bit to Castle Bredenau. Thyssen
is ‘there, too; we want to have a bit of a chat. After this “chat”
in Bredenau Hitler and Goering got into an aeroplane. The next
morning the dukes of the S.A. were dead. Only a complete ass
can suppose that the gentlemen at Bredenau merely had a game
of chess. :

A deed like that of June 30, 1934, is unknown in modern times;
only in the middle ages did such things happen, and then not on
this scale.

Social democracy also knew that a different wind was blowing
in Germany, and emerged from its reserve. After giving itself a
“revolutionary” programme, it declared in the “ Neuer Vorwaerts”:
If General! Fritsch establishes a military dictatorship, then social
democracy will give its support to this.—*Lesser Evil”—=Papen
and Fritsch and the Herrenklub are the lesser evil compared with
Hitler.” Wels, Stampfer and Co. have already left cards.

In the government statement Hitler said that the S.A. leaders
had been exterminated because they were homo-sexual and morally
degenerate. Goering, however, explained to the foreign journalists

. that they had been killed because they intended to make the
second revolution. Up till now the moral degeneracy had not
worried the Nazi leaders, and the Feme murderers around Roehm
and Heines wanted the second revolution just as little as Hitler
and Goering. )

But now every S.A. man throughout the whole country knows
that the S.A. leaders were shot because the S.A. was in favour of
the second revolution and their leadership were not strongly

nough against it. The calming down expected by Krupp and
Thyssen, by Hitler and Goering, will not take place. No problem
could be solved by this action against the S.A. Thus the murders
of the S.A. leaders and others will become only an element in the
further disintegration of the National-Socialist Party and the Third
Reich. The S.A. man is not to be calmed down by Hitler’s state-
ment. He will share in feeling all the pressure to which the work-
ing class, the small farmer and the petty bourgeois are subjected,
and consequently will be driven further into rebellion.

Neither at home nor abroad has the Nazi Party gained any-
thing by its strcke. The entire foreign press expresses its discom-
posure at the mediseval conditions that have arisen in Germany,
at the gangster methods with which the government is governing.
Not even the conservative press in England, that hitherto has given
its support whole-heartedly to Hitler, can refrain from frowning
on these happenings. It has suddenly become very disturbed.
This is the reflex of the English small bourgeoisie, which, anxious
about its money invested in Hitler Germany, says: “If Hitler sud-
denly and treacherously has his S.A. leaders murdered, won’t he
one day do the same to us?”

Thus abroad, too, Nazi rule has got into a still worse situation
than it was in any case before. By this stroke they have lost the

most important thing at home on which they depended for their-

power: namely, the faith of the broadest masses in the solidity and
durability of the Third Reich. The National-Socialist idea of the
invincibleness of National-Socialism has suffered an annihilating
blow. Perhaps out of his army of millions of Brown soldiers Hitler

can still find a few tens of thousands who once again will provide
a guard against the discontented masses. But already to-day it is
plain: as a mass basis for the National-Socialist rule the S.A. is
lost; reliance for support must be placed more heavily on the
Reichswehr, and with that the National-Socialist leader’s cligue
loses a substantial part of its freedom of action. The real rule of
the Krupps and the Thyssens, and of the army generals allied with
them, will come to the fore much more keenly and much more
brutally than has been the case hitherto.

The working class could not react, directly in connection with
events, sufficiently quickly and tellingly. It was shown that
although the Communist Party had gained a great deal of autho-
rity among the masses, it had not yet such an organisational foun-
dation among the masses as to thrust, in virtue of its organisa-
tion, the masses forward into the struggle like a motor. It is true
that the Communist Party immediately came out in many places
with leaflets and also with a summons to a general strike. But
at the most this brought the Party fresh sympathy; not yet, how-
ever, such an influence that would have enabled it to carry the
masses with it into a general strike and an armed struggle against
the fascist system.

This weakness is a weakness resulting from the inadequate
way the policy of the united front has been carried out hitherto.
What was missed here must immediately be made good, for the
crisis of fascism goes on and will- in the event of an appropriate
action on the part of the workers rapidly deepen. It is a question
now of linking up the social-democratic and Christian workers
much more closely with the Communist Party, and it is a question
of drawing into the united front the S.A. men who have now been
roused. Therefore the Party did right when it came out at once
with an appeal to the S.A. men: “Don’t give up your arms!
Organise yourselves illegally like the anti-fascisis! Ally yourselves
in the factories with the workers for the common struggle against
the capitalist wage-robbers, against the fascist terror! Set up the
united front, in order to sweep away the whole of fascism!”

The S.A. men reacted at once to this appeal. Therefore it is
a question now of overcoming the obstacles which in the case of
the social-democratic workers are still present as regards joint
action. If in the next few weeks it is possible successfully to bring
about unity of action by the working class in the factories, then
the fascists cannot carry through the Labour Law and the pro-
posed new raid on wages. The struggle for the unity of the
working class in the factories must also be utilised for the
restoration of the trade union organisations of the working class.
The whole action that was undertaken just to guarantee the
attack on wages for the employers was prevented by this means.
The objective difficulties for the bourgeoisie must increase and
bring about more rapidly the moment for the proletarian mass
action against fascism. )

The social-democratic leaders are alarmed, just as much as
the fascists, by this united front that is coming into being. That
is why the Prague “Vorwirts,” as well as the Saarbriicken
“ Freiheit” have begun to develop afresh an agitation for the
co-operation of social democracy with the bourgeoisie. This step
taken by the old leaders so as to prevent the proletarian revolu-
tion must be clearly exposed and combated as energetically as
possible. : i

It is important to note one other thing. The petty bourgeois
and the farmers, who at the beginning of the fascist dictatorship
were almost entirely on its side, have now been drawn into the
repellion against the Hitler system. This makes it possible for the
Communists to find access to these sections. The quicker it is
possible to establish the united front of proletarians, the quicker,
too, it will be possible to strengthen the confidence of these sections
of peasants and small bourgeois in the working class and to bring
them as allies into the ranks of the anti-fascist front and win them
for the proletarian revolution. )

What can Hitler do in order to parry the menace to his system?
He can give nothing to the now discontented strata of the workers,
the petty bourgeois and the peasants. Therefore there remains to
him nothing but the sharpening of the terror. Therefore it is to
be feared that fresh large-scale arrests will take place among the
revolutionary workers, that the comrades now in the concentration
camps will again be subjected to ill-treatment and that they will
be the victims of many more murders.

Yet no longer can an increase in. brutal terrorism in the
factories and in the concentration camps prevent the masses from
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coming together in greater and greater actions. The working class
and the discontented sections of the deceived small people are on
the move. It is a matter now of leading them forward into the
decisive class battles. I believe that after these events of 30th
June the C.P.G. will not waver for one minute and that the Party
will undertake everythmg calculated to cut short the system.
Abroad one is saying: The catastrophe of the Hitler Reich is ap-
proaching; it is unavoidable. It would come in the autumn or
winter. We must realise clearly that to wait for the day when
fascism will collapse of itself would be to help directly in the
reconsolidation of the Hitler power. Capitalism, fascism—they do
not fall by themselves, they have to be pushed down. The C.P.G.
will see .to it that when the dark predictions concerning the
catastrophe of fascism, of which the capitalists in other countries
are-tremblingly speaking, come to pass, the masses are ripe enough

and strong eneough ‘to smash the “ Third Reich founded for ten -

thousand years.”

Hunger is Approaching in Na’zi"Gcrmany

-After eighteen months of National-Socialist control in Ger-
many a period of hunger is opening up. How great and how near
this danger is was suddenly revealed to the working masses in
Berlin, Hamburg, the Ruhr district, Leipzig, and the other big
towns and industrial centres of Germany when last week the chief
item of working-class food, the potate, suddenly disappeared from
the markets and prices leaped up to an impossible level. The
cheaper sorts of margarine had already become a rarity and im-
ported foodstuffs like rice were becoming increasingly difficult to

obtain. As in the last years of thé war, on the eve of the Novem-

ber Revolution, queues began to form in front of the food stores
and hunger demonstrations took place.

“The rumour which began to spread from mouth to mouth a
few weeks ago that food cards were already being printed in the
official Reich’s pnntlng works now finds general credence. The
National-Socialist newspapers admit temporary dlslocatmn ” and
announce that the difficulties, which have now all been overcome,
they declare, were all due solely to the unfavourable climatie con-
ditions and the drought. And, in fact, there will probably be a
very serious:shortage in Germany this year owing to ‘the bad har-
vest. The early potato crop is réported to have been very unsatis-
factory, but it was impossible to obtain exact figures. - Concerning
the estimated:grain harvest the government is publishing figures
which are certainly optimistic, but which nevertheless indicate
the ‘threatening danger ‘of food shortage. The official announce-
ments refer to the harvest as “a medium one.” This optimistic
expression is made possible by the fact that thls year’s harvest is
compared with last year’s and not with the average of recent years.

"In former years a great part of Germany’s footstufl require-
ments were met by imports, but during the last three years strenu-
ous efforts have been made to increase the yield of German agri-
culture by the imposition of fantastically high import duties on
agricultural comnmodities and in this way to make Germany into
a self-sufficing (autarchical) country. -The development of Ger-
man foreign trade in foodstuffs in recent years can be seen in the
following figures:—

Foodstuff

Foodstuff ’

Year Imports - - Bxports | Balance- . |
: (In Millions of erks\ C ’

1933 1,084 e — 912
1932 1,493 <203 - —1,290
1931 1,970 359 —1,611
1930 . 2,969 479 '—2,490 -
1929 3,822 702 —-3,120

If we consxder in particular Germany’s foreign trade in graln,‘
we see that the import plus in 1929 was one of 700 million marks,
but that by 1932 this import plus had fallen to 42 million marks.

In 1933 the proud announcement was made that Germany’s
own production of grain was already more than sufficient to meet
home consumption. However, it must be pointed out that this
success for the policy of self-efficiency was obtained only on the
basis of a miserably low standard of life for the masses of the
German people. In addition, the harvest in 1933 was particularly
favourable. If we now compare even the official estimates for this
year’s harvest with the-harvests of recent years we shall see that
the people’s food supply in Germany is in danger:—

1051
Estimate Average Harvest Harvest: Harvest 34
Kind 1st July, 1934 24/34 33 32 comp. 33
(In Millions of Tons)
Rye 7.27 7.52 8.73 8.36 —17%
Wheat 4.09 3.88 5.76 5.16 —29%
Barley 2.91 2.93 347 3.21 —16%
Oats 496 6.38 6.95 6.656 —35%
Grain o — — — — —
Total 19.23 20.71 2491 23.38 —23%

According to.the figures of the government there are sufficient
quantities of grain for bread still available from the previous
harvest, but the lack of fodder can easily lead to an acute crisis.
According to a report from the Schneidemuehl district—and the
conditions in the other districts will be much the same—the stores
of fodder available are about one-half last year’s quantities, so that
the peasants are being compelled to slaughter their animals. This
means that market supplies of meat and fat, etc., may increase
dunng the next few weeks only to suffer a heavy reverse during
the next. few. months. The import of supplementary food supplies
from abroad w111 ‘be made increasingly difficult when, as is highly
probable, the world harvest turns out to be bad and agricultural
prices begin to rise as a consequence.

However, this threatening food shortage in Germany, whose
first signs showed themselves very clearly during the past week
or so, is by no means exclusively a result of an unfavourable har-
vest. The monopolist capitalist agrarian policy of the German
bourgeoisie carried out with bureaucratic methods has led to the
acute difficulties in the food supply. The Reich’s food authorities
have fixed compulsory price levels for the peasants, - purchasers
appointed by the authorities take the products of the peasants at
low prices and these are then sold in the towns at high prices.
This method of plundering the peasants must meet with increasing
resistance when as a consequence of the shortage of raw materials
the prices of important industrial commodities, and in particular -
of textile goods, begin te rise and the fear of an inflation causes
people to invest their money in goods.

The police prohibition of price increases and the threat to put
small tradesmen into:the concentration camps if they sell their
wares at too high prices is causing the traders to sabotage com-
modity distribution to an increasing extent and to take part in-
creasingly in food hoarding. When thé authorities attempt to
hold down prices below the level which the economie situation
would demand, then underground trading flourishes, despite all
the police measures intended to stop it, and the commodities
affected practically disappear from the official market. This old
phenomenon, well known in Germany from the days of the war,
is again showing itself in Germany. The vanished potatoes, for
instance, quickly reappeared on the market once the authorities
had permitted the prices to rise considerably, up to a hundred per
cent. and more. In Berlin, for instance, the retail price for
potatoes increased from 9 pfennig a pound to 15 pfennig a pound.

All these difficulties could be overcome, at least in part, by
inereasing the exports of finished commodities and restoring the
active balance of trade in this way. There is already much talk
of an energetic export offensive. - However, apart from inflationist
dumping, which would bring a temporary relief to the situation at
the price of a still more complete collapse later on, there has been
no effective proposal made. Social dumping on the basis of
lowered wages may be tried, but in view of the already acute social
and political tension in Germany the employers and the autho-
rities are rather chary about plunging into this dangerous experi-
ment. An example of this nervousness is the fact that the date
for the issue of the new factory regulations (including the regula-
tion of the new wage rates) under the National-Socialist labour
law has been postponed from the 1st June to the 1st October. This
indicates how little courage and confidence the capitalists, who
have been appointed “economic leaders” by the fascist dictator-

ship, have to risk a new and open atta.ck -on the standards of life
of the German working class.

The Reich’s Economic Minister, Dr. Schmitt, has been given
extraordinary and dictatorial powers on the politico-economic
field. The decree in question declares expressly that the measures
taken may deviate from the provisions of the existing laws. In all
probability the new powers given to Schmitt are to be used to
launch a new trade and social offensive. However, for the moment
Schmitt is lying low on his holidays and it is not at all certain
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that he will agree to take over the difficult role of economic dic-
tator in an economic system threatened with bankruptcy.

The trade negotiations conducted by Germany with other
Powers continue to move along the lines of retreat, as shown in
the agreements made with Great Britain and Switzerland. The
Franco-German negotiations have not yet been concluded, but it
is rumoured from reliable sources that here also Germany is pre-
pared to make similar concessions with regard to the interest pay-
ments on the Dawes and Young loans. Agreements with Sweden
and with the United. States will probably also be purchased with
concessions along the lines of those made to Switzerland.

The deposition of Kessler, as “economic leader,” shortly ‘after
his appointment, is efficiently explained as the result of the fact
that he refused to subordinate himself to Dr. Schmitt in the
question of export encouragement.- This explanation sounds
rather peculiar because Kessler is intimately connected with the
German electro-technical industry, which-is very much interested
in the  furtherance of the export trade, whereas the official
economic policy of the Reich is determined above all by the heavy
industrialist group led by Krupp and Thyssen, who are ‘more ‘in-
terested in obtaining government subsidies for the production of
war materials than they are in furthering the export trade with
these same subsidies. On the other hand, the capital invested in

the chemical industry in particular is in favour of the use of these

subsidies to support the export trade.

Count von der Goltz, who has been provisionally appointed

“economic leader,” declared in his first speech after his appoint-
ment -that the “inher-German raw material basis” must be

strengthened and that Germany must not make itself dépendent’

on the uncertain will of other countries to accept German exports.
The fact sthat the economic dictator Dr. Schmitt obstinately
remains on his holidays reflects on thé economic field the general
insecurity caused by the maintenance of untenable government
combinations. As a result of the intensification of the economic
crisis, the struggle between  the various bourgeois groups in
Germany is becoming increasingly bitter, although for the momerit
the rival cliques hesitate to force a decision one way or the other
for fear that an open conflict would send the tottering structure
of German capitalism toppling to the ground

The International Campaign for the Release

of Thaelmann
GREAT BRITAIN

The Prestwich (Lancs) group of the CPG has shown
splendid initiative in the campaign for the release of the pfisoners
of the Nazis, particularly Comrade Thaelmann. As soon as the
news of the People’s Courts came through they got busy and had
a number of leaflets printed exposing the nature of these courts
and appealing for support and funds to send telegrams of protest
to the German- Embassy.: These were distributed throughout the
area and enthusiastically received. In the first day money was
received sufficient for sending telegrams from the inhabitants of
six streets, and the work has been carried on since with similar
success by means of street meetings, liberal chalking and house-to-
house canvassmg

Literally hundreds of trade union branches, mass meetings, etc.,
have been deluging the German Embassy with protests during the
past week. There is not the slightest doubt that the British masses
are thoroughly aroused on this issue.

Ellen Wilkinson, who has just returned from Berlin, which she
visited on behalf of the Committee for the Relief of the Victims of
German Fascism along with John Strachey, gave a special inter-
view to the working-class press on her return to-day. She says:—

“We were assured that the trial of Thaelmann and his
comrades would not.take place until September.
man will be tried seems certain, but the position of Torgler is
doubtful. No one seemed quite sure what was going to happen
to him. It is possible that other well-known Communists and
socialist prisoners will be tried before the court.

“The constitution of the court makes it clear what kind. of
Justice may be expected. It is a trial of the working class by
the ruling class.

“

The German press has stated that the justice is

That Thael-

to be Hitler’s justice, repeating the statement that Goering
made to a previous meeting of lawyers. We made it clear to
the officials we saw that a formal application would be made
for the right of the prisoners to choose their own defence
before the court, but it is doubtful to what extent defence will
be allowed. It is also doubtful whether the prisoners will even
have a copy of the indictment before they appear in court. If
we cannot have legal advice given to the prisoners we hope, as

in the Dimitrov case, te arrange for quahﬁed legal observers
to be present.”

SPAIN

. The campaign in Spain for the release:of Thaelmann has been
carried on with great energy from the beginning. All over Spain
mass actions and demonstrations for Thaelmann are being carried
out. The German Embassy and the consulates are bombarded
daily with hundreds of letters, post-cards, telegrams, and protest
resolutions from the toiling masses of Spain. The revolutionary
musicians have composed a “ song for Thaelmann’s release,” which
is now sung with the “ International” at all meetings and demon- .
strations. ‘Thé campaign was commenced by the organisations and
the press of the Communist Party, but speedily the Socialist Party
and Young Socialists, a large section of the Republican Left, as
also a number of prominent jurists and university professors,
found themselves drawn into the campaign by the pressure of the
masses. The avalanche of protests rolling in upon the bourgeois
press every day from every part of the country is so enormous that
the papers have. been obliged to provide a daily column “Fer
Thaelmanns Release.” Besides the “Thaelmann Release Com-
mittee ” there is.a “Juridical. Committee” participated in by
promment representamves of Spanish : jurisprudence, including
Osono ¥y Gallardo, ex—pres1dent of the Academia Nacional de Juris-
prudencia, and Jumenez Asua, professor of penal law at the
University of Madrid. The chairwoman of the committee is Mrs.
Victoria Kent, one of the barristers who applied to the Supreme
Court’ in Leipzig- for permission to defend Thaelmann, but was
refused. This Juridical Committee intends to organise a “Thael-
mann Counter-Trial ” with the aid of the International Thaelmann
Comrrﬁ%‘tee, to be held in Ma.drld

The Socialist Association of Malaga has entered protest agalnst
the imprisonment of Thaelmann, and against Hitler’s intention of
having him brought up before the “People’s Court.” The Union
of Industrial Employees at Valladolid has sent a letter of protest to
the German Embassy in Madrid against the imprisonment of
Thaelmann, and demands that Thaelmann should be tried by a
regular court, and publicly. The Woodworkers’ Union of Orense
has sent a similar protest to the German Ambassador. The Thael-
mann Release Committee of Port Bou publishes in the press a
statement signed by 103 persons, including the mayor of this
frontier town, protesting against the inhuman treatment of the
heroic leader of the German Communist Party and demanding
his release, and the release of all other anti-fascists from the
conceéntration camps and prisons of Germany. The Union of
Spanish Wireless Operators has sent a protest to the German
Embassy on behalf of its 650 members, demanding the immediate
release of Thaelmann. It has also sent a letter to the Austrian
Embassy, demanding the release of Paula Wallisch and other im-
prisoned anti-fascists. The Union of the Proletarian Musicians
and Composers protests against the prohibition of the Thaelmann
release meeting, organised for 7th July by the anti-fascist front,
and calls upon all the organisations affiliated to it (workers’ choral
societies, bands, etc.) to help to make a great demonstration of the
meeting for Thaelmann, to be held on 23th July.

The following solidarity actions for Thaelmann have been
carried out recently in Madrid: The buildings of the branches of
the firm of Siemens and other German firms, and the beer houses
in Madrid frequented by German Nazis, were bombarded with
stones wrapped in paper with the inscription: “We demand free-
dom for Thaelmann!” “Long live the C.P.G.! ” “ Death to Hitler! ”
Before the eyes of the German Ambassador the workers of Madrid
tore up a Nazi flag flown at a sports gala of the German colony.
During the last two months there were three great demonstrations
before ' the: German  Embassy. Delegations presented protests
against the imprisonment of Thaelmann and other anti-fascists in
Germany, signed by thousands of workers, employees, and students.

- In the:German Overseas Bank in Madrid the bank clerks organised

a collection of sxgna.tures for the release of Thaelmann.
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Everywhere in the streets of Madrid demands for the release
of Thaelmann may be seen painted on the walls.

The Central Committee of the Typographical Workers’ Union
of Spain has sent a protest to the German Embassy against the
manner in which persons are persecuted for their convictions in
the Third Reich. The typographical workers demand that Thael-
mann, and all the other anti-fascist defendants, are accorded at
least that minimum of possibility of defence to which every
political prisoner has a right.

SWITZERLAND

On. 21st July there were spontaneous demonstrations of the
workers in front of the German Consulate in Basle. The workers
shouted in‘chorus “ Release Thaelmann!” and “ Freedom for all
anti-fascists! ” In:Ziirich great inscriptions have been painted up
in various places “Release Thaelmann!”

CZECHOSLOVAKIA )

At Bruch, near Briix, a Thaelmann Release Committee has
been formed by workers of the Briix coalfield. . The Committee has
set itself the task of developing a widespread action for the release
of Thaelmann and the other anti-fascists. A lecture on Thael-
mann was organised for 21st July. A group of cyclists, delegated
by the Red miners, has-left for Germany, to present a petition for
the release of Thaelmann.

The miners employed in the Kphinoor ” mine in Bruch
adopted a unanimous protest against the incarceration of Comrade
Thaelmann, and forwarded this to the German Embassy in Prague.

The Prague Thaelmann Committee has issued tens of thou-
sands of post-cards bearing the photograph of Thaelmann. These
cards are sold, and pressed into the service of the protest action.

Each card, furnished-with-the signatures of a riumber of workers"

beneath the slogan .“ Release Thaelmann!” is sent direct to the
German Embassy in Prague, or to the authorities in Germany.
The enormous number of such cards arriving in Germany from
Czechoslovakia has aroused much attention and sympathy.

A sports gala held in Oberleutensdorf, and a public- meeting
held by the Communist Party in Komotau, were utilised as demon-
strations for the release of Thaelmann. The C.P. fraction in
Reichenberg submitted a motion for the release of Thaelmann to
the town council.

GREECE

The Unitary Trade Unionsvof‘ Larissa (Thessalonia) have seht.

a protest to the German Embassy in Athens demanding the re-
lease of Thaelmann. A similar protest has been signed by 300
peasants from several villages in the district of Kilkis (Central
Macedonia), and others have been sent by the Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee of Corinth, the Conference of the Workers’ Sportsmen of
Athens, the section of the Red Aid at Larissa, and the Young
Communist League of the village of Vuvala (Macedonia).

SWEDEN

The International Red Aid has held a great meeting in Stock-
holm for the release of Thaelmann. 2,500 workers unanimously
adopted a resolution demanding the release of Thaedmann and
the other anti-fascists imprisoned in Germany. 102 new members
were enrolled in ‘the Red Aid. Meetings were organised by the
Red Aid in various places in the environs of Stockholm. In one
place 900 workers demanded the rélease of Thaelmann. In Umea
200 workers passed a resolution demanding ’I‘haelmanns release.

FRANCE

On 20th July a mighty demonstratlon for Ernst Thaelmann,
Paula Wallisch and all anti-fascist prisoners was held in one of the
largest halls in Paris. Among the speakers were Barbusse, ‘Cachin,
and representatives of the Socialist Party. Barbusse declared that

the united front of action can and must save Thaelmann About
12,000 persons took part in this meeting.

In preparation of this meeting, the Paris Thaelmann Release
Committee sent two large motor lorrles carrying banners, through
the streets to the Wagram Hall. ' Besides the leaders of the Com-
munist and social -democratic parties, the famous barrister, Moro-
Giafferi, spoke at the meeting. His speech has again aroused wide
echoes, even in the bourgeois press; the applause gamed by his
arralgnment of Goering wxll be remembered.

Great Britain
Peaceful Talks and Warlike Actions

By R. Bishop (London).

It is generally admitted that the British capitalist class has:
few, if any, rivals in the sphere of presenting their most rapaci-
ous acts of aggression in a pious light. This tradition goes back a
long way in British history, but this century has seen a succes-
sion of British Prime Ministers—Lloyd George, Baldwin and
Macdonald—who can équal any, and surpass most, of their pre-
decessors in this direction. But seldom has more pious humbug,
been compressed into a single speech than into one delivered.
by Lord Hailsham, Minister for War, in a speech . delivered by
him at St.Helens, on July 21st. Hailsham was. engaged in defend-
ing the proposal of the British Government, introduced into
Parliament two days previously by Stanley Baldwin, to increase:
the Air Force by 41 squadrons and 5,000 extra personnel.

Said Ha1lsham —

“Our Government has no warmongering intentions. No
one -outside ‘of Great Britain would dream of saying it has.
You have never heard any foreign country suggesting that
Great Britain has any designs of aggression. You have never
heard anyone suggest that Britain’s possession of arms was
likely to conduce to war. Britain in fact has set an example
in disarmament until she has reduced her position to the very
verge of risk.”

‘Hailsham contmued by blaming foreign governments for
having impeded Britain in her self-imposed mission of encouraging
universal disarmament and thus imposing upon her the disagree-
able necessity of increasing her own armaments.

‘Such - claims are laughable in view of the known fact that
Great Britain was more responsible than any other Power for the
breakdown of the Disarmament Conference. It is also a matter
of history now that the leading opposition to all the peace pro-
posals put forward at Geneva by the Soviet representatives came
from Great Britain. Wha.t Government has done more than the
British to enhcourage ‘German re-armament under Nazi rule?

The British Government as a pacifist institution—although
a.-pose increasingly adopted of recent years—is a grotesque
thought. The expenditure on the fighting services and the
National Debt (incurred in payment of past wars) amounts in the
current financial year to:£327,000,000 (in round figures) or 47 per
cent. of the total State expenditure. During the six years of crisis
leading to the present financial year, 1934-35, the amount spent
directly on war preparations amounted to the ecolossal sum of
£656,000,000. Let us see how the armaments expenditure has been
increasing. In 1932-33 the total expenditure on Army, Navy and
Air Foree was £103,000,000. In the following year it increéased to
£107,900,000. In the present year a sum of £113,760,000 is budgeted
for. And all during this period, and the period preceding it,
prices were falling, both for armaments and for supplies of food
and clothing to the personnel.

But whilst the pacifist pretensions of the British Government
—however little borne out by facts—are no new thing, the present
seems a smgularly inopportune moment for trottmg thent out
again. )

For the speech of Baldwin, on which Hailsham was com-
mentating, provided for the doubling of the British Air Force
within the next five years, and Lord Hailsham, the Air Minister,
in the House of Lords, made it clear on July 23th that this pro-
gramme can only be regarded as a minimum.

Said Londondeﬂy —

“A bigger British Air Force means peace, because no
_one will dare attack an armed Britain, and it will never dare
to attack anyone else. France is going to spend £15,000,000 on
its. Air Force. . Italy is going to spend £16,500,000, and Britain
must reach parity with the strongest air power within strik-
" ing distance.”

Baldwin, Hailsham and Londonderry have all made it clear,

) without putting it into so many words, that as far as they are

concerned the disarmament conference is dead and damned. They
are exhibiting their complete lack of faith in pacts as a means
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of averting war. They are showing that they regard war m the
near future as being absolutely inevitable.

The pretence that the new air armaments are intended for
defence and not aggression has been exposed as eyewash no sooner
than it was made. Baldwin himself in a recent speech declared :—

“We want the man in the street to know that there is no
power on earth that' can protect him from being bombed.

Whatever people may tell him the bomber will always get

through.”

And during the present week great air manceceuvres have been
carried out in Liondon, to test the air defences of the capital.
That no air defence yet invented can protect a great city from
aerial attack was strikingly demonstrated. The headlines of the
Evening News as imperialist a journal as there is in Britain, gave
the story very succinctly, as follows:—

“How-we Bombed London Last Night. It Was Easy !
“ Every Attacking Plane Reached Its Objecnve—-—And The
‘Defence was Nowhere.”

What morte is necessary to describe the effectiveness of aero-
planes to ward off aerial attack?

Having secured their way in vast increases of the Air Force,
the imperialists are now seeking heavy increases in the Navy,
whilst the mechanisation of the Army goes on apace.

The great armament firms and chemical factories are working
qvertime.  Sheffield, the centre of war-time munitions making, is
a throbbmg hive -of industry. During the past six months over
26,000 of Sheflield’s unemployed have been absorbed back into in-
dustry, and busiest of all is the well-known Vickers English Steel
Trust. Sheffield, the chief war-industry town. of Britain, is a
good barometer of the extent of the war preparatwns which are
being made. ’

What is the a.ttltude of the Labour Party in this situation"
Its recent declaration in favour of supporting “our” Government
in the event of -a “ defensive war **'is now notorious. But since
then a vote-catch programme has béen issued, which declares:—

- “It” (the Labour Party) “‘would bind the Government to

- submit any dispute with another State to some sort of paciﬁc

~procedure, and not to resort to force as an’ instrument of

national pelicy, and to report at once to the League, and to

comply with the Leagué’s injunctions, on the basis of reci-
_ procity, in case of having to use force in self-defence.””

It is interesting to note that the Labour Party is not willmg
to :yecognise. “ force as an’ instrument of national pohcy ” But
what: Government is sufficiently bare-faced to declare that “force”

ig.its chosen instrument? Cerfainly no.British- capitalist Govern-

meni. What Government:has ever admitted to pursuing a policy
of -and launching a war of aggression? ‘Not even the Japanese
in their attacks upon China. And the Japanese have less regard
for diplomatic reticences than most Governments.-

.. In: every capitalist country in every war, it is always the
other fellow that is the aggressor, if one believes the leading
articles of - the newspapers and the speeches of the -statesmen.
But no capitalist country hds ever, or will ever, fight a “ defensive
war.,” In every case they are fighting for their own imperialist
aims—for expansion, for markets, for raw materials, or to strangle
a_rival that is becoming foo powerful

The Labour Party leadership:is composed of expenenced
demagogues. .Since the last war they ‘have gained much experi-
ence, and even in 1914 they did not hesitate to abandon all their
anti-war pledges on the oufbreak of hostilities. To-day they are
preparing ‘the ground for participating in the next war well in
advance. Their lying propaganda about a “defensive war” is
intended only as camouflage to cover their support of an aggressive
war.

In every way the Labour Party is aiding in the preparations
for an imminent war. An example can be given concerning the
“Left” Labour M.P., S. C. Davies, who sits for the Welsh mining
constituency of Merthyr. He has come out as a strong advocate
for a scheme, propounded by the Government for moving Wool-
wich Arsenal (the largest State armament factory) from London
to some part of the country less liable to air attacks by enemy
planes. Said Mr. Davies, at a meeting last week-end:—

“ Although a pacifist I am prepared to fight under certain
circumstances, and to fight for peace all the time. As long

as those responsible for the Government of the country think

arsenals necessary for the well-being of the country, I see

no objection to such industries being brought to Merthyr. .

“In fact, I will encourage their advent with all my power
and with all the influence at my command. Merthyr is free
from sea attack and is surrounded. by hills, which will give
it valuable protection from air attacks.. There are derelict
collieries in the area which will provide ideal storage places
for large quantities of munitions in the. event of an attack
from a hostile power.”

This example is typical of what is happening all over the
country. It is typical of the way in which the Labour Party—
like the National Government itself—is combining peace phrases
with the actual war preparations. In the Houses of Parliament
the Labour M.P.s and Labour Lords: are putting up a barrage of
talks -against. the: proposals of the Government, but in their
actlons in the country they are doing all in .their power to make
the war preparations effective.

The Joint Committee of the Labour Party and Trades Union
Congress has rejected the United Front offer of the Communist
Party in the struggle against fascism and war.  They say that
“no new situation has arisen to justify a change of attitude on our
part.”

On every side one sees evidence of the growing war drive,
not least of all in the attitude of the Labour Party. Never has it
been more necessary for a tremendous effort to be made to expose
the hypocritical nature of the Labour Party peace talk and
against the actual war preparations that are going on all round.
Never has it been more necessary than new to build up a real
united front of the workers to fight against war preparations;
to expose them to the widest masses, and to be ready to ﬁght
against war itself when it’comes by transformmg it into a war
against capltahsm and imperiahsm .

Appeal From Austrlan Red Ald

. Vlenna, July 20.

Terror and death haunt the dungeons . of the “ Christian”
murderers of the workers in Dollfuss Austria.

The: fascist courts of justice are imposing terror sentences up
to 18 years’:penal servitude. By the end of June 900 February
fighters had been seritenced.” Thousands of years of jail have been,
imposed. Othiers, acquitted by the courts, have been sent to the’
concentration camps. Thousands of workers have been deprived of
their liberty without even the shadow of a frial. Fresh arbitrary
arrests are made daily. The families of the prisoners are evicted
front their homes, abandoned to starvatlon The fate of Frau
Walliseh, seriously ill, paralysed on one side, but not even permitted
a- visit ‘from ‘her mother, is only one case out of thousands, only
one proof of the brutality and thirst for vengeance of these fascist
executioners, who dare to wear the cloak of Chnstlan piety and
neighbourly love.:

In June a large numbeér of the imprisoned Febmary ﬁghters
came out on hunger strike against the barbaric regime. This self-
defensive struggle was suppressed with the utmost brutality. The
promises made were not kept; on the contrary the frightful con-
ditions are becoming worse from day to day.

On 15th July all the imprisoned anti-fascists, in the concen-
tration camps and prisons, once more proclaimed a unanimous
hunger strike. They are determined ‘to stake their lives on this
struggle against. the mediseval inquisitorial methods, for a political
regime in the prisons, for their release!

Workers of all countries! You have followed with sympathy -
the heroic struggles of the February fighters! Do not desert them
in their life and death struggle! Raise once more, as you did in
February, a storm of protest against the hypocritical and faithless
exploiters of human beings, who venture to call themselves
moderate and humane whilst following in the footsteps of the
criminal murderers in Germany. Remember Weissel, Munichreiter
and all those who fell in the struggle or died on the gallows, giving
their lives for the emancipation of the workers from bloody op-
pression. Remember the women and children of these heroes.
Help them! Support the demands of the hunger strikers! .

Protest in your millions! Storm the Austrian consulates- Send
mass .protests to the executioners’ government! Demand that the
trials of the workers be quashed! Demand the immediate release
of  the imprisoned fighters! Collect funds for the victims of
Dollfuss fascism!

Red Aid of Austria.
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For Unity of Action of the
Working Class

The S.P. of France Adopts the Proposals
for Unity

By J. Berlioz (Paris)

On the 5th of November, 1933, a national conference of the
Socialist Party of France expelled some members of the “ Action
Socialiste,” whose only crime was that of actively taking part in
the propaganda of the Amsterdam-Pleyel Movement Against War
and Fascism. This movement was very largely responsible for
bringing  Socialist and Communist workers nearer together for
united action.

On the 11th of March 1934 a further national conference of
the S.P. adopted a resolution for “collective action of all prole-
tarian elements,” which “was not to go beyond local boundaries,
and which was never to lead to the formation of permanent
organisations which would replace that of the Party.”. .

On the 15th of July an extraordinary natiorial conference,
which ‘was called-in order to discuss the unity proposals of the
Communist .Party, adopted the proposals with the tremendous
nrajority of 3,471 votes against 366, with the remark: “It is pleased
to see unity of action realised, which was striven for by the masses
of the people, and which would put an impassable dam in the way
of the fascist danger.”

What a distance has been travelled 1n a few months' We have
the right to be proud of this decision which is of significant
historical importance. It is the result of a fight, lasting many
years, on the part of our Party and systematic work of our or-
ganisations for the realisation of unity of action.

The masses have more and more joined with enthusiasm in our
political united front, particularly after the demonstration of the
fascist danger in the February days of this year. The socialist
national conference could not avoid recording this. Sandre:of the
Var Department told of the unanimous enthusiasm of the com-
rades of his organisation as well as that of the whele working
population, particularly of the populatlon of the countryside, for
united action. Vielle, of the Gironde Department, declared: “ We
do not want our party to resist a stream which represents an
irresistible force in the working class.”

Numerous unions and many local socialist groups have adopted
the united front demands of the Communist Party against the
Emergency Orders, against fascism, against war preparations, for
the release of Thaelmann, Paula Wallisch and other imprisoned
anti-fascists. The tendency towards fighting unity was irresistible,
and even the socialist leaders who had put up the greatest opposi-
tion were forced to admit this success. Jean Longuet even spoke
of the “dynamic force, the powerful current of the masses for
unity, from which the party could not keep apart without con-
demning itself to death.” “To-day we can no longer retreat,”
said a delegate from Puy-de-Déme, and one from the Gard Depart-
ment stated: “Events have taken us by surprise.” The delegate
from the Cote d’Or expressed the thoughts of many when he said:
“The national conference must now honestly recognise what has
already become a fact.”

Naturally, such a development has not come on its own. It is
the result of our unceasing efforts to create the united front from
below against the capitalist offensive, a result of the efforts of
those comrades of the Amsterdam-Pleyel movement, who have
succeeded in winning tens of thousands of the members of the
Socialist Party for their local committees, it is a success for those
Communists who have had the leadership inside trade union groups
and who have done everything to organise a united opposition to
the officials against the attacks of the State. This development
came about because our Party on the 6th of February and on the
following days knew how to put itself at the head of the rising of
the broad masses against the fascist danger, and because it suc-
ceeded in bringing the masses on to the streets. This development
surged forward tremendously as a result of the resolution of our
national conference at the end of June, which resolved to realise
unity of action at any price. It was carried forward by the unity
of our Party, which rallied enthusiastically around its central com-
mittee in spite of the attempts of disintegration on the part of
Doriot.

At the end of May our Central Committee sent precise pro-
posals for united action to the executive of the Socialist Party.
The majority of the executive of the Socialist Party tried many
evasions in order to draw out the negotiations. Our national
conference solemnly renewed our proposals and showed in the
clearest fashion the will of the whole party, freed from the
remnants of sectarianism which had fettered it, to go forward more
rapidly and more enterprisingly on the path of united action
against fascism. The socialist organisations of the Seine and of
the Department of the Seine and Oise had already organised
common demonstrations and meetings with our Paris comrades.
Others followed their example.: From then on there was, as Blum
put it at the socialist national conference, only the following
choice: either to let the district organisations and local groups to
carry through common action alone, or.to hand over the carrying
through of this plan to the national organisation. .

The socialist national conference has adopted the second
alternative. Only Freossard and his friends, who still wanted to
“wait” and who, above all, were!concérned with maintaining the
possibility of electoral alliances with the Left bourgeois parties,
were against the adoption. It is clear that the final obstacles to
the rapid realisation of the united front have not yet been cleared
out of ‘the way:. The executive of the Socialist Party will discuss
with our central committee alterations in the plan of the fighting
pact against fascism which we have proposed. Certain speakers
at the socialist national conference demanded that the Socialist
Party executive surrounds itself with a rampart of protective
measures before it signs: Recognition of democracy, the greatest
caution in connection with the methods of action which have been
decided, the prohibition of any fundamental discussion, the
creation of a co-ordinating committee which should control the
observation of the pact, ete.

Others again, who without doubt are worried by the fact that
the working masses see in our Party the advance fighter for united
action, have tried to read into our demands all kinds of
machlavelhan reaso. as for example an apparent turn in the
pohcy of the Soviet mon the attempts of the Soviet Union to
enter into a military ‘alliance with France, etc. . Others again de-
manded that the Communist International should alter its attitude
towards bourgeois democracy and national defence as the price of
‘unity of action.

But all this cannot lessen the significance of the vote at the
national conference. It will take effect practically in the im-
mediate organisation of a great common demonstration against
war on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the imperialist
world war. We are determined to do our utmost to overcome all
obstacles which can stand in the way of united fighting action.
For example we proposed to the Socialist Party that a delegation
of our central committee should speak at their national conference.
In a meeting of delegates of both parties on the 14th of July, the
Socialist Party executive demanded that we should try to avoid
all incidents which could harm common action, and we agreed.
If our fighting programme were to be criticised as being too far-
reaching, nevertheless the unity pact will not miscarry because we
demand agreement on all points. For us the most important
question is that we bring the masses as quickly as possible into
decisive actien, into action for a common aim, even if still very
small.

Thorez, in his concluding speech at our national conference,
said: “ Our policy has created the conditions for the present situ-
ation. With the rapid development of events it is our Party, whick
has grown powerful through its activity in February and through
its policy and tactics, conforming with the decisions of the Comin-
tern and our Central Committee, which is responsible for putting
its whole weight into making the united front of struggle a reality.

The bourgeoisie recognises the tremendous value for the
working class which is represented by the adoption of our proposals
by the Socialist Party. Shortly before the socialist national con-
ference the press of finance-capital doubled its “ warnings” to the
socialists. It cast aspersions on our intentions in order to influence
the socialists. It recognised the power of the ‘“mystical united
front” which would lead to an “alarming alliance.” = (Bulletin
Quotidien of the Comité des Forges.) But it was all of no avail.
Usually the wireless gives full reports of all the debates of socialist
congresses, but they maintained a stony silence about the Sunday
conference. “L’Euvre” wrote: “ Whatever reservations have been.
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made by the platform at the national conference, it is impossible
not to be clear on the extent of the result.”

The paper of the General Staff and of the Church, “L’Echo de
Paris,” threatens: “If their unity were to become real, honest and
firm, then there can be only one immediate effect: the rapid
crystallisation of the forees of defence and of struggle.”

Fascism is not parading with the security of a few months ago,
and it is clear that the decision of the socialists will accelerate its
efforts to rally together and to attempt to get a broader mass basis.
But it is precisely the complete and honest unity of socialist and
Communist- ‘workers which will build a rampart against which
Fascism will be dashed to pieces. This unity will also be a decisive
impulse towards the fight for trade union unity, which the leaders
of the :C.G.T. want to prevent (particularly those leaders ‘who
belong to:the: Socialist Party of Renaudel-Deat). With the forma-
tion of unity trade unions; of which we already have a hundred in
the country, I;hese efforts, too, have taken great steps forward.

The Struggle for the Umted Front in Great

Britain -
By D. F. Springhall (London)

. On Sunday, July 22nd the industrial East End of. London was
the scene of the biggest working-class demonstra,tmn for a number
of yea.rs past.

Orgamsed by the Bntlsh Anm-War and Antl-Fasc1st Move-
ment, contingents marched from all parts of London and, con-
verging upon Aldgate, marched through the streets to the East
End, which were densely packed with tens of thousands of East
London .workers who turned out to greet the marchers, to Viectoria
Park, where- a monster meetmg was held. Over 20,000 workers
gathered in the Park.

The great march was organised on the proposal of the London
Distriet Committee of the Communist Party as the reply of the
London workers to the impudent boast made by Sir Oswald Mosley,
the leader of the British Union of Fascists, that he intended to
conduct a great Blackshirt campaign in the industrial East End
of London, preparatory to the organisation of a great fasc1st
parade through the streets.

The demonstration was of a very militant character through-
out, and the workers carried many striking effigies and caricatures
of the fascist leaders and hundreds of red flags and striking slogans
expressing the determination of the London workers to fight
fascism. It was a clear proof of the growing popularity of the
idea of the united front.

-A significant feature was the full-throated cheers with which
the workers greeted the several sections of the Labour Party
League of Youth and the trade union organisations who marched
in the procession. But the greatest cheers, accompanied by the
singing of the “International,” were given to the fighting speech
made by Comrade Gabriel Peri, the representative of the French
Communist Party, when he spoke of the united front in France
between the French Socialist Party and the French Communist
Party.

A week prior to the demonstration, the news which reached
London of the united front agreement concluded between the
French Socialists and Communists in the Paris region, which was
quickly followed by the news of the decision of the National
Council of the French Socialist Party, by a ten to one majority,
to accept the united front proposals of the C.C. of the French Com-
munist Party, created a great impression upon the London workers.
It was the topic of discussion in the factories and trade unions and
workers’ meetings everywhere.

The day after the C.C. of the British Communist Party sent
a letter to the national leaders of the Labour Party and the Trade
Unions, the London District Committee despatched a letter to the
London Labour Party (which has a majority on the London County
Council) and the London Trades Council, in which proposals were
magde for the united front activity in London.

Sensing the tremendous mass indignation of the ILondon
workers against fascism, which swelled up following upon the ex-
hibition of fascist violence against workers on the occasion of the
highly successful counter-demonstration organised by the London
‘Communists against the fascist rally at Olympia on June 7th, the
Joint Committee of the London Labour Party and London Trades
Council announced their intention of organising a great Confer-
ence against Fascism early in September. They aim at getting

upwards of 2,000 delegates, and Citrine, the secretary of the Trades
Union Congress is being brought in as the main reporter.

In view of this, the first proposal made in the united front
appeal of the London Party Committee was that invitations to
the Conference should be extended to “The District Committee
and local organisations of the C.P., to the Divisional Council and
local branches of the Independent Labour Party and to.all other
working-class organisations which, although not affiliated to the
Labour Party, declare their readmess to join in the fight against
fascism.”

Our letter further stated in this connection that *through
such means the Conference could be made the turning point in
the struggle of the London working class and could forge a united
front which would act as an inspiring example to the rest of the
country. - Such a Conference could be for England what the United
Front in Paris is for the French—a call to close the ranks in unity
against the common foe.”

Other proposals made were that representatwes of the Labour
Party-and the Trades Council should meet representatives of the
Communist Party to discuss:— :

(a) The organisation of joint anti-war demonstrations on the
20th- anniversary of the war, August 5th.

(b) To examine the question of the orgamsatxon of a powerful
anti-fascist campaign in the factories, all working-class organisa-
tions and the localities and to develop a ceaseless demand for: the
release of Thaelmann, Torgler, and all other anti-fascist fighters.’

- (¢) To discuss measures for the organisation of working-class
resnstance to the new Unemployed Insurance Act and the Sedmon
Bill.

No reply ha,s yet been -received from elther body to our letter,
although to-day the announcement is -made that the National
Joint Council of the T.U.C. and the Labour Party have rejected
the proposals made to them in the appeal of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party on the amazing grounds that “there are no
new circumstances which justify ” them departing from their pre-
vious-poliey on this question. '

Whilst ‘the national leaders show once again that they are
against the united front of action, there are signs that many local
Labour organisations will take a contrary course. Already one
important local Labour Party in London has decided for the united
front with the Communists. This body is the Management Com-
mittee of the East Fulham Labour Party, which endorsed unani-
mously, amid unprecedented enthusiasm, a resolution submitted
to it by the Lillie Ward organisation, who, by 42 votes to nil (one

‘abstention), passed a resolution urging the Management Committee

to “vigorously press the National Labour Party to collaborate in
‘the united front on the lines of the Communist Party’s letter.”

It is worthy of note that this is the Labour Party which scored
a big electoral success in a parliamentary by-election earlier in
the year against the Conservatives, when the Labour Party candi-
ddte made the principal electoral issue a demagogic opposition to
the National government’s war policy. The vote for the united
front, registered in this local Labour Party, is mainly attributable
to the workers who joined the Party as new recruits following the
successful by-election and who obviously want the Labour Party
leaders to implement in action the bold speeches they made against
war during the electoral compaign.

Further important evidence of the growth of sympathy for the
united front is to be seen in recent happenings within the Labour
Party League of Youth.

At the quarterly conference of the IL.ondon branches of this
organisation, held on June 24th, a resolution favouring the united
front was only narrowly defeated. Since then the declaration of
the National Joint Committee on war, in which they reverse the
decision of the annual conference of the Labour Party, and now
declare it to be the duty of the workers to be on the side of “ their
government” in a “war of defence” has aroused a determined
opposition on the part of many local sections of the Labour League
of Youth.

As a result, the London Advisory Committee of the League has
decided, in face of the opposition of Morrison, the leader of the
London Labour Party, and the Labour Party rule forbidding the
League of Youth to discuss policy to call a conference of London
branches on July 29th, at which a resolution will be put forward
condemning the line of betrayal of the National Joint Council. A
number of leading members of the London Advisory Committee of
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the League have also taken the step of setting up an Anti-Fascist
Movement within the League of Youth. At the time of writing,
" four branches of the League have elected delegates to take part in
‘the National Youth Congtess against War and Fascism which is
- being held at Sheffield on August 4th, and many others are ex-
pected to follow suit.

. Another example of the feeling for unity was shown on July

8th last, when the Labour Party League.of Youth organised an
anti-war demonstration in Trafalgar Square, and when the Labour
Youth members marched away from the Square side by side with
the contingents of . the Young Communist League in the most
cordial fashion.

The most important task now is for the Cdmmunists to do
'everythmg possible in this very {avourable situation. to extend . the
’Aumted front in the localltles with the members of the Labour Party.

The Oﬂ'er of Umty of Action by the C P

of Czechoslovakla
By G. Frxedrlch (Prague)

: The mternabmnal events of recent times; above all the happen-
.ings in Germany, the barricade struggles in Amsterdam and the
realisation of unity of action in France have made a great impres-
sion on the Czecho-Slovakian proletariat as well. ~ The- Czecho-
- Slovakian working class sees in' Amsterdam and Paris examples
worthy of imitation.” The will for united:common struggle -and
the demand -for strong action with closed ranks is uncommonly
great. Numerous examples show-how the' Czecho-Slovakian work-
ing class is coming in ever greater masses into the united front
movement, and is workmg towards unity of action led by. the
Communists. - ; :

In this situation the Central ‘Committee of the Communist
Party of Czecho-Slovakia has written a letter to the central com-
mittees of the Czech and German’"Social_ Democratic Parties, as

well as to the Czech Socialist Party, in which these parties are
offered common actlon against ‘fascismand imperialist ‘war.

In this letter the proposal - is made to hold common meetings
and demonstrations in all the important centres of Czechoslovakia
and on the German and Austrian frontiers .against fascism in
Germany and Austria on the 21st and 22nd July, on those days
on which common action is to take place throughout.the world,
to send.a delegation to Berlin {0 Thaelmann and other anti-fascist
-prisoners which should be composed of members. of the social
democratic and Communist Parties.

As a basis for this common action of solidarity, with the
Austrian and German prolétariat, the C.P. of Czechoslovakia pro-
posed : —(1) Release of Thaelmann, Paula Wallisch and all other
anti-fascist prisoners in Germany and Austria. (2) Full right of
asylum and adequate relief to all anti-fascist emigrants in Czecho-
slovakia. (3) A stop to be made to all prohibition on the part
of the authorities and the police of demonstrations of solidarity
with the German and Austrian proletariat.

In order to carry through common action against imperialist
war the Czech C.P. proposes, in its offer, to. hold in common
factory meetings, demonstrations to war memorials and street
demonstrations during the week July 29th-August 5th.

As a basis for these common anti-fascist and anti-war
demonstrations, the Czech C.P. puts forward the following
demands and slogahs: (1) Full agreement and support for the
peace policy of the Soviet Union and its disarmament proposals.
(2) For international proletarian solidarity and fraternisation with
the proletariat of Germany, Hungary, Austria and Poland. (3)
Against the transport of war material to Japan and fascist Ger-
many. (4) Not a man, not a penny for military armaments. (5)
Instead of armaments the money should be used for the unem-
ployed for the help of poor peasants suffering from bad harvests, for
the improvement. of health insurance, for bread and wonk. (8)
Against military training of youth and the militarisation of the
schools. (7) Against the lengthening of the period of military ser-
vice. (8) For the defence of the Soviet Union, for the defence of
Soviet China, against the division of China among the imperialists.

This offer of the Czech C.P. has produced a response 'never

‘munist Party, the party itself sent their official answer.

known before. -The whole bourgeoise press has expressed its
opinion in detail on it, and even the Czechoslovakian wireless sent
out a report about it. Although no official answer has yet been
received from the two social democratic parties, the bourgeois
press is already able to report that the offer will be refused. The
different small notices in the social democratic press prove
that the social democratic leaders will obediently follow the orders
o the bourgeoisie. The Pravo Lidu, for example, attempts to
cispose of the offer of the united front by declaring: “ Tovarisch
Gottwald would like to gleichschalten,” and it shows that Czecho-
slovakian  social democracy- considers that remaining in govern-
ment i$ more valuable than the common action of the workers.
The  Pravo Lt‘du writes:—

“ Gottwald recommends to’ the working class what we
social democrats characterise as Austrian tactics: not to be
in the government, not to bother about the state, about its
independence, not to protect democracy and the republic, even
at-the cost of a somewhat unpopular participation in the

;' power of the state—and this, also, if 'neoessary in' a state with
“a capitalist econiomy—but to transfer the workers’ fight from
legal, - democratic, self-governing bodies and from the round
. table of democratic negotiations, to the stréets, to make work-
ing-class politics through great demonstrations, with strikes
of a day’s duration, leading the unemployed to demonst.alions
—the workers would be indeed astonished if all socialist
parties were to unite for such actions, as would make the
- Hodacs and the:Dubickys (leaders of the ‘employers’ federa-
tions, Ed.) ‘tremble at the knees.” Well; we agree thac they
would really tremble at the knees, but in the end there would
" be the same result as in Austl‘ia or recently in Amsterdam ”

The determma,tmn to protect the rule of the bourgemsle at
any price could not be more clearly expressed. . -

After the bourgeoisie and the gqvernment had already in
advarice given, in their press, the line for the answer of the social
democratic parties to the offer of the united front by the Com-
Czech
social democracy made itself quite clear and declared: “We do
not take your offer seriously and therefore we reject it.” -

The German social democrats, with an eye on their member—

ship;, had to content themselves with a longer answer, in which

they attempt to use, in a domagogic way, the authority of the
Soviet Union among the working class for their sabotage of the
united struggle, and, so to speak, to play off the Soviet Union
against the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. Above all the
party executive of German social democracy declares that in any
case the offer of the united front is a “ manceuvre ” in order finally
to produce the following demagogy:—

“You accuse us of having voted for the m111tary budget.
-Quite apart from the fact that the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union agrees to the expenditure of milliards for arma-
ment purposes, this accusation, in the present world situation
is grotesque, and is in complete contradietion to the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union, whom you demand we should
support. While the Soviet Union carries on League of Nations
politics, is considering its entry into the League of Nations,
and makes an alliance with France and the Little Entente for
ensuring peace, in order to present a common front on foreign
policy to fascism, you demand from us that we should refuse
the means of defence against fascism to a member of this
anti-fascist front. While the Soviet Union, on the basis of its
present foreign policy, which we welcome, although in our
opinion it comes somewhat late, must have the greatest
interest in a strong, well-armed Czechoslovakian republic
_capable of defending itself, you stand, not only in opposition
to this state, which is the last island of democratic freedom
in central Europe, but venture to accuse us because we
defend it and have its interests at heart.”

The German social fascists in Czechoslovakia will neverthless
not succeed with this kind of transparent demagogy in convincing
the working class of the correctness and reasonableness of their
anti-working-class attitude. The many examples of the realisation
of unity of action between social democratic and Communist
workers in many factories and districts also are a proof of this.
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The Labour Movement

The Battle of Toledo

By A. G. Bosse (New York).

The strike of the Toledo auto workers, coming in the midst of
a series of similarly militant strikes of Pacific and Gulf Coast
dockers, Minneapolis teamsters and Alabama miners, presents a
typical cross-section of the current revolt against the N.R.A. and
Roosevelt’s New Deal. It started almost with a spontaneous revolt
against a decreasing standard of living and as a struggle for
increased wages and union recognition. When the Left wing
made its propaganda and participation felt, the strike entered. the
higher political stage of a struggle against the federal mediators
and local authorities, it became a street battle against the state
militia and sheriffs’ deputies with their clubs, gas and guns.

The strike began May 12th, at the Eleciric - Auto-Lite Co.,
which makes electrical automobile parts, and lasted for -seven
weeks. About 1,800 workers in the A.F. of L. Federal Union came
out, but under the passive leadership of its officials the strike
showed no life, and after five weeks 1,200 workers had returned.
An ihjunction allowed only 25 to picket at a time at one gate.
With the application of the Communist policy. of mass picketing
and mass violation of the injunction, the plant was closed tight
and the real struggle began. For ten days- these strikers, plus
10,000 and more other workers, battled for possession of the streets
against the troops; for two days they actually besieged the plant,
shutting in the guards and deputies for many hours at a time.
Two workers were killed by the troops, dozens wounded, thousands
gassed by tear and vomiting gases, and 3,000 were arrested.

- At one time 10,000 workers attacked the plant, smashing
every window and some machinery and imprisoning hundreds of
scabs and guards, at other times up to 25,000. Frequently the
workers drove the troops back for a number of blocks; and only
by obtaining reinforcements and shooting could the soldiers hold
their ground. - Governor White, of Ohio, admitted, “In one com-
pany alone every man was injured by missiles and two officers
beaten into unconsciousness.” .

_Often the workers hurled back gas bombs before they
exploded, using houses and porches as barricades. Throughout
the night of May 24th they continued mass picketing around the
plant, in the face of rifle atfacks by the soldiers.

In February these workers had won a 5 per cent. increase
and a promise of study by April 1st by the Labour Board of their
grievances; and the question of union recognition.  These were
disregarded, and the second - strike occurred in April. The
demands were & 10 per cent. wage increase, union recognition,
seniority rights, and exfra pay for overtime. The leader was the
union business agent Ramsey, who had sold out the.February
strike, but proved himself a clever “Left” demagogue. When
the CP. and Left wing unemployed councils tried to initiate
mass picketing with 100 to 200 pickets, Ramsey pointed -out leading
Communists to the police. Later, through leaflets and meetings,
the picket lines were increased to a couple of thousand (by
May-21st) and the next day were doubled, keeping the scabs in
the plant. The police and deputies charged, and in the ensuing
battle 20 company autos were wrecked, hundreds of scabs beaten
up, and all arrested strikers torn from the hands of thé police.
The following day the deputies attacked with gas bombs and
shooting, and the workers, their number increased, charged the
plant. That afternoon, all through the night and the next
morning, thousands of workers kept up their running battle,
tearing up all the streets for blocks around and smashing every
window. At times pickets smashed through the plant, breaking
down gates and being driven back only by the arrival of new
cargoes of gas. From 10,000 to 25,000 participated in the various
attacks, closing the plant down tight. On May 24th the National
Guard was called in, 19 companies of young men and boys from
distant small towns and farming communities.  The authori-
ties feared to mobilize the local militia, and even so the leaflets
and curses of the workers caused a dozen or more soldiers to
refuse to shoot. The presence of the soldiers only made the
workers more indignant, and their use of gas, bayonets, guns and
bullets, killing two and wounding many, caused the workers to
attack them with bare hands and -bricks.

Due to the mood of the masses and the propaganda of the
C.P. 83 A. F. of L. locals of the total of 103 voted for the general

strike, which the workers came out for during the period of mass
battles. The key union was the Electrical Workers’ Union, which
controlled the power and light of the city. This local voted to
strike but the A. F. of L. leaders held them back, using William
Green (president of the A. F. of L.), the head of the Electric
Workers’ International Union, and other misleaders. The senti-
ment of the masses was such that the leaders dared not oppose the
general strike, but delayed it to June Ist, expecting to smash
the strike by then. The electrical men had suffered two successive
10 per cent. cuts, and the A.F. of L. bribed them by the promise
of the return of one cut as well as by all sorts of demagogy.
Meanwhile, they kept up secret negotiations with the employers
and the federal mediators, hoping to break the spirit of the
workers and to persuade them to arbitrate. A meeting of officials
of 93 A, F. of L. locals was called to set the date for the general
strike, but instead voted to appeal to Roosevelt to save Toledo
from a general strike. The Press reported that they “have no
stomach for the strike that would begin a general strike.”

The . strategy of all of the enemies- of- the workers—=the
employers, - ‘arbitrators, - Governor 'White, President Roosevelt,
National Guard generals, A. F. of L. Socialist. .and Musteite
leaders, did not kill the movement for a general strike. They
could not come out openly against it, so they tried to prevent
it ‘by rushing through a sell-out settlement of the Auto strike
before the general strike could materialise. They planned a
big parade and meeting by June 1st, which would be a “victory”
celebration instead of calling the general strike. The Press did its
part, writing repeatedly of a settlement even while the workers
were voting on it, lying about the troops having been withdrawn.
Ramsey announced plan :after plan of satisfactory settlement,
which the workers continued to reject. . .

Twelve thousand participated in the parade which ended in a
demonstration of 18,000 in theé square. Within 20 minutes after
the meeting started the workers jeered the A. F. of L. leaders off
the platform and the rank and file took over the meeting, demand-
ing an immediate general strike. All the speakers were Com-
munists or Musteites. While the demonstration was on Ramsey
tried to gall a meeting to get a vote for the settlement he had
secretly arranged, but the workers refused to leave the meeting.
The next night, at a stormy four-hour session, a settlement was
forced through, by dividing the workers of three plants on strike
into separate groups and splitting the:women from the men.
Previously by a secret ballot -vote Ramsey had put through a
settlement, but mass indignation after the meeting kept him
from signing it. ’ - :

" The settlement called for compulsory arbitration; a 5 per cent.

‘increase (soon eaten-up by the increase in the cost of living);

jobs first for those who had worked during the strike, then for

the strikers and then for the outside scabs. The union was to be

dealt with on the basis of the number of ~members they had
in the shop (the company union and trade unien were both to
bé recognised); there was no guarantee against diserimination
or of employment for the strikers, no demand for compensation
for workers killed or wounded, and the union officials who had
strangled the strike were to remain in power. . : .

After the settlement only 96 strikers were hired, and at a
special union meeting the workers again voted for a strike and
mass picketing. Ramsey rushed to Taft (millionaire mediater,
son of a former president of the United States) for better terms.
Six hundred massed before the local plant and refused to enter
unless they all got their jobs back. Those who had gone in
came out again. Finally the company was forced to state that
all strikers, massed in front of the plant, would get their jobs
back. This partial victory was the result of the militant policy
of the rank and file. )

Throughout the strike, the A. P. of L. officials, local and
national, played the usual role of hangmen. The Musteites worked
with them, refusing a . united front with the “ Left ” wing workers.
They talked radically but acted in the usual manner of “Left”
social-fascists. They said little against the N.R.A. and its
mediators, and not a word against the AF.L. fakers, but much
against the Communists. The S.P. called the settlement a “com-
plete victory.” Iis chairman and other socialists were called in
to the mass demonstration by the AF.L. to help put through
the sell-out: The Mayor of Toledo and the treacherous “Left”
leader of the electrical workers’ union are both ex-socialists, but
might just as well have still been members.
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The lessons of this strike, which received a tremendous
amount of attention in the Communist Press, can be summed up
as follows: The workers are beginning to learn that to prevent
real unionisation the bosses’ government will g to any length,
including maiming and Killing of strikers; that the N.R.A. and its
fake right to organise must be fought militantly; that the AF.L.
and socialist leaders who support the New Deal so enthusiastically
constantly sell out the workers; that injunctions and the bosses’
terror can be smashed by militant mass action; that to-day
strikes against the bosses’ government can be won only by the
general strike.

- As for the C.P,, its members learned that clear, sxmple slogans
(like “ Mass plcketmg will close - the plant,” “No arbitration,”
and “ Immediate General Strike ) will win the masses; that the
red scare can be defeated by active picketing, demonstrations, pro-
paganda and distribution of literature. Before the sell-out the
Party distributed 100,000 leafiets, sold 400 Daily Workers each
day, and 20,000 copies of the special Toledo issue. It initiated
the call for mass picketing and violation of the injunction, for
the immediate general strike, withdrawal of the armed forces, etc.

--Among the-errors and weaknesses of the Party in the strike
.were its failure to build up the contacts (34 workers) :it had at
-the :beginning among the strikers, and:the failure: to: develop
any contacts .among’ the electrical workers. It showed:insufficient
boldness in propagandising the demand for the general strike,
talking at first only . of -a sympathetic strike, at a time when the
AF. of L. leaders were already forced to come out for the general
strike.. In initiating a united front conference it was too narrow,
having no representatives of the union or factory workers, calling
only AF.I. bodies. and omitting from its call all “Left” wing
organisations. It suffered from complete isolation from the A.F.
of L. unions and from the factories at the beginning of the
strike. - It failed to build up the unemployed councils as mass
organisations, even when the council members were fighting on
the picket line. It did insufficient recruiting, receiving only 40
applicabions for the:C.P. and Y.C.L.

In Support of the Strnkmg Workers of Vervxers

By F. C. " (Brussels)

The strike of the 16,000 textile workers of Verviers whxch com-
menced on Pebruary 26, is being continued. Five months of
struggle! This model example of ‘persistency and tenacity is the
result of the fighting traditions of the proletariat of Verviers.
‘This town was the cradle of the First International in Belgium.
In the year 19¢3 the proletariat of Verviers successfuily fought
against a lock-out which lasted for months. In the year 1933
5,000 working men and women conducted a strike for three months,
and lost'it, thanks to the betrayal of their reformist leaders.

" In the present conflict the reformist leaders were unable to
smash the strike, thanks to the vigilance of the Central Strike
Committee which was set up on the suggestion of the Red Trade
Union Opposition, and which clearly formulated the demands of
the strikers. The number of blacklegs was not very large, but
the employers not_ only provided them with the usuial protection
of the bourgeois State (police and gendarmes, courts and prisons),
but also with the assistance of the fascist members of the National
Legion, who were armed with the express approval of the autho-
rities and the Courts.

The struggle has now entered a critical stage.

Under the pressure of the masses, Duchesne, general secretary
of the textile workers’ union and socialist member of parliament,
made an interpellation in the Chamber on May 29 in the name
of the socialist Chamber fraction, requesting the Minister for
Labour to seize the initiative for investigating the conflict by hear-
ing both parties. The Minister accepted the proposal.

The “ Commission of Enquiry ” delivered its report on June 30.
The delegates of the employers and of the reformists assembled
in the Ministry of Labour and the Minister could report that an
agreement had been arrived at. Both parties had accepted the
findings of the Commission of Enquiry. These findings were not
published at all, and also the social-democratic press kept silent
regarding it. Bit by bit it transpired that the findings of the
report were not in favour of the brutal 22 conditions put forward
by the employers for the resumption of work, but unconditionally
made sure of their “loyal” carrying out, whilst leaving to the
workers the “freedom” to carry them out together with the
employers.

The resistance organised by the Central Strike Committee
against these decisions, however, was very energetic. The reformist
leaders had a cool reception in the trade union meetings preceding
the ballot vote. The employers, who realised that the reformist
leadership of the strike offered them great advantages, categoric-
ally declared in an interview with a delegation of the weak chris-
tian trade union that they would not accept any alteration in
their 22 conditions, that the strike-breakers would keep their jobs,
that the resumption of work would take place according to the
wishes of the employers, so that the 3,000 workers who had been
dismissed would be left to their fate.

This categorical declaration exposed the whole manceuvre
staged by the social democrats with their interpellation of May 29.

The Central Strike Committee called upon the workers, in
mass meetings, leaflets and posters, to decide in a ballot vote: (1)
for the withdrawal of the 22 conditions of the employers; (2) for
the cancellation of 3,000 dismissals and against any victimisation;
(3) for the maintenance of all trade union rights in the factories,
for the dismissal of all strike-breakers from the factories, for the
immediate release of all workers arrested in connection with the
strike. )

At the same time four of the strikers, two ren and two
women, went to the Minister for Labour and submitted the demands
of the strikers.' The Minister declared that the report of the Com-
mission of Enquiry means an alleviation of the 22 conditions. But
the employers wrote on the very next day: “The 22 conditions will
be carried out. They are in accordance with the spirit and the
principles of the report issued by the Commission of Enquiry.”

The ballot vote was taken on July 14. Every striker was in-
formed that while voting he had to consider that strike pay will
have to be reduced again if the strike were to be continued. In
spite of this pressure exercised on the strikers, 6,190 votes out of
11,648 were cast for the continuation of the strike, 4,971 for re-
sumption of work, and 487 papers were invalid. ~ The reformist
leaders declared on July 16 that the strike is being continued, as.
they realised that it would be difficult for them to say that the
necessary majority for the contmuatmn of the stnke had not been
reached.

“Duchesne ‘and company held a joint meeting with the Execu-
tive of the Belglan Trade Union Federation and decided to de-
mand the $ettlement of the conflict by arbitration award. In case
the employevs refuse to accept the arbitration award, the reformist.
leaders would attempt to have the award accepted by the strikers,
and thereby the strikers would become involuntarily unemployed.
In this manner the strike would be actually liquidated. The em-
ployers, however, declared on July 19 that they would reject the-
arbitration award.

The struggle is being continued. The financial solidarity of
the Belgian proletariat is very effective. The Workers' Interna-
tional Relief alone collected 100,000 francs. In the present situa-
tion the courageous struggle of the strikers of Verviers needs the-
solidarity of the textile workers of the whole world. This solidarity-
must be organised and extended everywhere.

Fight Against Imperialist War
and Fascism

The International Women’s Congress and
Unity of Action

By Marcel Cachin

An International Women’s Congress against fascism and im-
perialist war will be held in Paris on the 4th, 5th and 6th August.
The success of this congress is already guaranteed to a great ex--
tent. It is already clear that over a thousand delegates will be
present at the congress. The delegates will come from all parts
of the world and they will represent all categories of the toiling
masses. Working women from the factories, peasant women,
housewives, teachers, students, youth and adults, will meet at the
congress. Women delegates from Great Britain, France, Germany,
Scandinavia, Spain, China, and many other countries, from the
motherlands and from the colonies, will be present at the congress,
all filled with a deep loathing of fascism and war. Amongst the-
delegates will be Comrade Stassova with twenty delegates from-
the Soviet Union.

The idea of holding this international women’s congress origin--
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ated with the women’s committee of the Amsterdam-Plevel move-
ment. In this way the Amsterdam movement has given us a proof
of the fruitfulness of its activity. Under the leadership of Henri
Barbusse the movement has already rendered great services to
the cause of unity of action against fascism and war, but its tasks
are by no means ended. It is fo be hoped that the congress,
which will take place at the beginning of August, will find a power-
ful echo throtigh the whole world.

For many months now the women’s organisations in the

various countries, which answered the appeal of the Amsterdam
movement, have been busy conducting energetic propaganda. The
Imtlatlve Commitftee which opened up this international women’s
action. (consisting of Marguerite de St. Prix, Dimitrova, Anna
Lindhagen, Karin Michaelis, Sun Tsin-lin, Dr. ‘Baker, Ellen Wilkin-
son, and Helene Stassova) has orgamsed meetmgs and conferences
printed and published leaflets and circulated collecting sheets to
défray the expenses of thé delegates to the congress in all parts
of the world, ete. )
. "The aim of the movement has beén reached o a very great
degree. ' The international congress in Paris has been prepared
with very great care, and the agenda which has been drawn up
is of great 1mportance

Why must women ‘oppose fasc1sm9 Why must they mobilise
all thelr forces in the struggle against war? Thé delegates will
have to answer these questlons, and the. congress “will draw up the
'sIogans ‘and 'the actxons to be carried out unitedly all over the
world. .

. Agamst fasmsm° The congress will deal with the economic
oppression of women by fascism and will bring forward facts show-
ing how under the Hitler regime in Germany women have been
drivén out of all public offices, from the universities, from the pos-
sibilities of higher study, from the offices and the factories. Ser-
vant and slave is the only role which fasclsm has for the women
Religious education and patriotic and chauvinist propaganda are
for the masses of the women in order, to make them put up with
the wholesale misery introduced by the Third Reich. Fas_gnsm
wishes to turn the woman into an inferior being, a slave of the
man, whose task is to bear the greatest possxble number of soldiers.
In Italy also Mussohm solved the women’s question in his own
way by dissolving all women’s organisations in 1927 and suppress-
ing their publications.

It is only natural, therefore, that the working women of the
world should rise in opposition to such retrogression. In order to
save the future of civilisation they must fight with us against
fascism and reaction, but at the same time they must fight with
the same energy against the forces which are preparing conflicts
between the imperialist Powers and leading to new imperialist
wars.

In the next war imperialist barbarism will make no distinction
between the soldiers at the front and the civilian population in
the rear. The mobilisation order will affect the peoples as a whole,
without respect to age and sex. The modern military technique
will strike at the towns just as mercilessly as at the trenches. The
bombing squadrons will drop high explosives and incendiary
bombs, will spray the towns and villages with poison gas and ruth-
lessly slaughter men, women, and children.

It is the duty of the women to take part in the hard and bitter
struggle against the regime which is preparing such monstrous
atrocities. Is there one woman in the whole world, no matter
whether she is a working woman, a peasant, an intellectual, or a
housewife, who can remain indifferent to the horrible intentions
of the war-mongers?

The capitalist world in which we live offers the young girl or
woman three things only: unemployment with its resultant misery,
the barbarous dictatorship of fascism, and imperialist war with its
welter of slaughter and destruction. The representatives of those
women who have realised that they must not remain passive in
the face of so many dangers will meet in congress on the 4th, 5th,
and 6th August in order to put forward their demands and take
their ‘place in the struggle. = The Communists will co-operate in
this action which has been organised by the courageous elite of
the world’s women and which is being pursued with zeal and
energy. We are very well aware that the proletarian revolution,
which will free humanity finally, can only »~ carried out with the
support of the women who have even a greater interest than their
menfolk in the destruction of capitalism and the abolition of the
sanslavement of humanity which accompanies capitalism.

-tionary activity.

The International Red Aid and the International

Women’s Congress
By H. Griinwald. T
The initiative for convening an International Congress  of
toiling women against war and fascism on August 4th to -6th-in
Paris, has met with lively response among the toiling women
in all parts of the world. The organisation of international
solidarity, the IR.A. welcomed and supported the convem'ng of

- the World Congress.

The more the outbreak of an imperialist war -is becommg
an: immediate danger, the more ‘ruthlessly - the “bourgeoisie is
applying terrorist measures against the toilers in town and coun-
try. Particularly :in. the belhgeren’o countnes the ‘most cruel
terror is raging

© In Japan: wholesale arrests are carmed out almost daily; -on

“the strength of the “ law against dangerous thoughts,” and sincere
“opponents of war are cruelly murdered.

Many toiling’ women
are. among the arrested. On a single day, on  October 30, 1933,
107 women: were arrested in Tokyo for being suspected of revolu-
‘For months they have been kept under arrest.
An instance of the brutality of the Japanese impetialists. against
the women is the tragic fate of Takato Kakonato. - ‘Although
she:'was pregnant she was arrested and maltreated. As 8 result
of ‘continued maltreatment she became insane.:

" ‘The Japanese imperialists lhave carried out a monstrous

‘carnage among the Chinese peasants of the Sanhsien. province.

As: the bourgeoise paper I Se Pao (Tientsien) reported :Japanese
airplanes bombarded on May 2nd the village of Kirni, at the

-Suangari river, where  the peasants had opposed the forcible

seizure of their rice fields.  More than 20 000 Chmwe mostly
women and children, were killed. !

The white terror of: the Kuommtang govemment is raging
furiously: against the Chinese toilers.” ‘Many revolutionary women
have fallen victims ‘to this terror.: In China the execution of
young women students at the age of twelve years is not a rare
occurrence. The following measures of torture are usually
applied :- The ironing of the bodies of the:victim with Hot: iréns,
the breaking of all limbs, mutilation of the sex organs, cutting
out of the breasts, etc. A bourgeoxs Chinese paper reports on the
conditions in the prisons:—

7. “In the women’s department of the third pnson of
" Tientsein there are a number of children, -among them a

number of newly born. (I se Pao, May 10th, 1934.)

“The third prison of Tientsin accommodates 18,000
prisoners, three times more than normal.”” (Ta Kung Pao,
_"May 14th, 1934.)

In this connection mention should be made of the fact that
Gertrude Ruegg and her husband, the secretary of the trade
unions of the countries of. the Pacific Ocean, were senfenced to
lifelong imprisonment. They have ‘repeatedly been compelled
to carry out hunger strikes in order to protest against the cruel
prison regime. Comrade Huang-Li, the woman organiser of the
Red Aid of China, who was executed in Nanking, is one of the
many toiling women who have been executed. )

The cruel ferror in Germany, Japan, China, in the Balkan
countries, in Poland and in the colonies, aims at crushing the
growing resistance of the toiling masses against suppression and
exploitation and before all the resistance against the preparations
for war. Fresh and more stringent laws are being promulgated
in all capitalist countries for securing the imperialist preparations
for war. By means of terror the wage slaves are to be made
“reliable ” for the war and secure the hinterland, which is to be
rendered powerless to frustrate the imperialist war plans and
war operations. The mechanisation of the war weapons makes
it absolutely necessary for the imperialists to possess a “reliable ”
hinterland. The war production in the hinterland will be of
much greater importance in the next war than was the case in
the last imperialist war.

As we have seen, war and terror are twin brothers, and the
struggle against terror is therefore closely linked up with the
struggle against the imperialist war, thus constituting one of
the most important tasks of the I.R.A.

Immediately after the publication of the appeal for the calling
of the International Women’s Congress against war and fascism
the I.R.A. mobilised all its 72 sections, the 14 million red helpers,
in order to rally the toiling women of all countries for this Inter-
national gathering.
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The International Congress of the toiling women against war
and fascism must express the will of millions of toiling women
of all countries to fight unitedly against imperialist war, for the
defence of the Soviet Union, against fascist terror, the pacemaker
of imperialist war. 'The million masses of toiling  women will
demand through their delegates at this congress : —

Freedom for Ernst Thaelmann! Freedom for Rakosi!

Release Gramsci and Hofmailer from Mussolini’s prisons!

Wrest Gerirud Ruegg and her husband from the dungeons of
the Kuomintang hangmen! :

War Preparations in Lithuania
By S. Angaretis

At the beginning o0f June last the followers of Voldemaras, the
former Prime Minister, attempted to overthrow the Tubjalis
government and to set up again’a Voldemaras government. This
abortive putsch is closely connected with Hitler’s efforts to convert
the Baltic countries into a place d’armes at the dlsposal of Ger-
many in a future war against the Soviet Union.

Hitler has his followers not only among the German national-
ists of the Memel district, but -also among the Lithuanian
nationalists, i.e., in the ranks of the government party. - Since the
fascist upheaval in thhua.ma in the year 1926 the faseist govern-
ment has” changed its foreign-political onent@.tlon ‘Several
times; the Polish orientation  was -followed by the German, the
latter again by the Polish.: Even to-day there exist both t,endenmes
in the governing party of the nationalists (fascists).

" In the other bourgeois partiés there ‘also exist leanmgs to—
wards the Poles and the Germans.

The fascists in Lithuania carried out the upheaval in 1926
under the two main slogans: against the Communists (against the
revolution) and against the Poles.. The fascists spread provocatory
rumours that the Poles were backing the Communists, who would
start an upheaval, and then Poland would occupy Lithuania. The
newly formed fascist-government, however, displayed tendencies
of a rapprochement with Poland. It was at a time when France
was at the head of the war preparations of the imperialists ‘against
the Soviet Union and Poland was the next ally of France.

Voldemaras was in favour of a rapprochement 'with‘;,Poland,
but he demanded that this rapprochement be better prepared in
Lithuania. He repeatedly succeeded in-ousting his opponents from
the government, but finally he was h1mself driven out of ‘the
government in the year 1929. Even before his resignation from
government Voldemaras made a number of economic concessions
to Germany, so that Lithuania turned more and more towards
Germany. After Voldemaras’ resignation from government, rela-
tions with Germany became perceptibly cooler, the conflicts with
Germany increased, and a rapprochement with Poland set in.

After the fascist upheaval in Germany, when Hitler issued the
slogan of a war against the Soviet Union, the Smetana-Tubjalis
government made a sudden turn in favour of a German orienta-
tion. After Hitler’s victory in Germany the number of Hitler's
followers in Lithuania greatly increased. When it, however, be-
came apparent that Hitler would not stop short at the seizure of
the Memel district, but would also lay his hand on the whole of
the Baltic countries, and in the first place on Lithuania, the
Lithuanian fascists became perceptibly cooler towards Hitler. An
offensive has now set in upon the rights to autonomy of the Memel
district. 'This in turn has led to a strengthening of Hitler’s
influence in the Memel district.

This resulted in the whole bourgeois press advocating the
idea that a common front of Poland and Lithuania against Ger-
many is necessary. An unofficial ambassador, Zubov, has been
sent to Pilsudski in Warsaw, and Prystor, an ambassador of Pil-
sudski, to Smetana. This, however, does not mean that Lithuania
is ultimately reorientated towards Poland.

Lithuania is largely economically dependent upon Germany.
Formerly half of Lithuania’s export went to Germany. At present,
the greater part of Lithuania’s export goes to Germany and Eng-
land. Germany, however, wishes not only to carry on trade with
Lithuania but also to convert Lithuania to her colony. Lithuania
cannot find protection in Poland, as the latter has not only an-
nexed Vilna, but also aims at converting Lithuania to her colony.

During the last few years the fascist government and the
bourgeois press have been carrying on the ideological and
literature and propaganda material on the achievements of the
Soviet Union are prohibited. The militarisation of youth in the
schools by means of sport is being carried on on a large scale.

The workers’ organisations are being persecuted. The trade
unions (among them the reformist ones) are being prohibited,
according to a new law only government candidates can be put
forward at the elections to the Health Insurance couneils, the
Labour préss is completely suppressed, fascist workers’ organisa-
tions are being established, Lithuanian Cossack detachments are
being formed, recruited from the youth of the big peasants, the
first steps are being taken to liquidate all the organisations which
are not incorporated in the system of the national organisations.

The sharpening of the crisis has led to a worsening of the
conditions of the toilers in town and country. Discontent is grow-
ing among the masses of toilers.

The Communist Party of Poland is confronted with the task
of strengthening the fight against Lithuania’s- -drawing into a war
against the Soviet Union. In this struggle the Party cannot con-
fine itself to exposing the treacherous'policy of the fascist govern-
ment, but must draw the masses into the struggle against the
fascist offensive upon the working class and the peasantry, against
Lithuania’s participation in the preparation for war.

The White Terror

Rakosi in Prison

By J Avar

 The exght and a half years’ hard labour.which Comrade
Rakosi served were filled with uninterrupted attempts to kill him.
But it was not possible to “settle” with Comrade Rakosi. as
was done with Comrades Goegoes, Lowevy, Sztaron, and ethers
in the prisons. It was only possible to make h1m ill. Rakosi
contracted heart and lung trouble in the prison. On January 10,
1934, 1mmed1ate1y after having served a three months’ disciplinary
sentence he wrote to his brother “My health is not in the best
condition, I am suffering from heart trouble.”

The eight and a half years’ hard labour were filled
with an uninterrupted struggle against the prison regime of
fascism. When Comrade Rakosi was conveyed to the prisen of
Vacs at the end of 1925 the political prisoners did not possess any
rights or privileges. Since the overthrow of the Soviet dictator-
ship Comrade Rakosi was the first Communist who during the
fresh struggles of the Party was arrested and sentenced
to imprisonment. He had to fight for every bit of privi-
lege, he really performed pioneer work for the rights of the poli-
tical prisoners. In the first period of his imprisonment he did not
receive any books of his own. The prison director declared that
the prisoners must be satisfied with the religious and patriotic
books of the prison library. Every prisoner was obliged to attend
the church service. When Rakosi refused to go to chapel he was
put into a dark cell, week after week. Only by means of a hunger
strike Rakosi and Comrade Weinberger enforced the right to have
their own books and to stay away from chapel.

During the eight and a half years Comrade Rakosi carried
out. six hunger strikes, aggregating 54 days. His first hunger
strike was carried out at the police station immediately after his
arrest, as a protest against the tortures and in order to enforee
his transference from the police station to the ordinary eourt
prison. This strike lasted twelve days. At the beginning of
January, 1929, he carried out a ten days’ hunger strike in the
prison of Vacs in order to protest against the sharpening of the
prison regime against the political prisoners and applied with
particular brutality against Comrade Rakosi. A letter from Rakosi,
which he had managed to smuggle out of the prison and in whieh
he bitterly complained of inhumane treatment, fell into the hands
of the prison management. Rakosi was punished with six days’
solitary confinement in a dark underground cell, which was damp,
full of rats and vermin, without a bed, mattress or blanket. This
constituted an attempt to murder Rakosi, for he would eertainly
have contracted tuberculosis had he been compelled to
pass six days in winter in this terribly cold cell. After having
served this sentence he was condemned to three months’ solitary
confinement, hard plank bed every second day, prohibition to re-
ceive or send letters, to read books, to use pen and ink. When
Rakosi started a hunger strike in order to protest against this
brutality, the director ordered that he be put into chains, a punish-
ment which was applied by the commanders of the former Austro-
Hungarian army and which consisted in chaining hands and feet
closely together, so that the culprit could not move at all and his
blood circulation was impeded. When the international
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working class raised a cry of protest against its inhumane treat-
ment of Rakosi, the Hungarian government sent a commission
of enquiry to Vacs in order to examine Rakosi’s complaints. But
only as a result of a fresh struggle, a hunger strike lasting for 17
days of all the political prisoners in all the Hungarian prisons in
October, 1929, Rakosi’s transference to another prison, to Szeged,
was enforced.

Here he was at last amidst Party comrades. But the political
prisoners of Szeged were hermetically isolated from the outer
world; they had to perform ten hours’ daily compulsory labour,
the food was very bad. When the State budget became unstable
as a result of the economic crisis the government made economies
in the rations. of the prisoners. Since 1930 the Communists in
Szeged have actually been suffering from hunger. The daily
ration was cut down by a third, the dinner consisted of a- water
soup without any nourishment. Rakosi, who had to work in the
filthy atmosphere of a weaving shop, became seriously ill.

There were other mental tortures. - The censorship of the
books was in the hands of the prison chaplains, who were furious
about the Communist-atheists. No book of any progressive ten-
dency was allowed to pass. At the end:.of October, 1?33 the situa-
tion became worse. A lettér which “was-smuggled’ out "of the
prison, and which fell into the hands of the Dolice, cauged the
Ministry of Justice to order the most draconic measures against
the political prisoners. The use of paper,.ink, pen and pencil was
prohibited, ‘the censorship of books was sharpened. Even books
of Bernard Shaw, Mark Twain, Tolstoy, Gogol, and Hegel were
put-on the index. )

© Rakosi again was sentenced to disciplinary punishment: he
was sentenced to three months’ solitary confinement, with hard
plank bed. The prison management had discovered that he had
carried on educational work among the political prisoners, he had
held a course on the history and the lessons of the two Hungarian
revolutions. This disciplinary punishment in the last period of
his hard labour imprisonment was the eleventh disciplinary punish-
ment. He has passed a total of three years, more than a third
of his whole prison term, in disciplinary cells

One must realise what this means! To pace up and down in
a single cell, alone, in solitary confinement, without any books,
without any letters, without the possibility of talking to anybody.
In Vacs, Rakosi had served a disciplinary sentence of a whole year
(solitary confinement and withdrawal of all « privileges,” i.e., books,
correspondence, visits). In Szeged his longest disciplinary sen-
tence was only six months. Only a comrade who has acquired
self-discipline in the revolutionary struggle is able to control his
nerves in spite of such disciplinary punishment.

The Legal Lynch Murder of The Scottsboro
Boys Fixed for August 31 :

On June 28 the Supreme Court of Alabama conﬁrmed the
lynch -verdict of Heywood Patterson and Clarence Norris which
was pronounced by Judge Callahan in December last.: The execu-
tion has been fixed for August 31" The first time the verdict was
confirmed by the Supreme Court of Alabama in April, 1932; now
this Court has for the second time confirmed the legal lynch verdict.

The world protest movement, under the leadership of the
International Red Aid and the demand for the release of the
Scottsboro boys, compelled the Supreme Court of the United States
in' November, 1932, to quash the first death sentence and to order
a new trial. When in April, 1933, again a death sentence was
pronounced, the indignant protests compelled Judge Horton to
quash this sentence also.

The case was again tried by Judge Callahan. Patterson was
convicted for the third time and Norris for the second time. The
trial conducted by Judge Callahan is one of the most shameful
frame-ups ever staged in the United States. Although death sen-
tences were involved, Judge Callahan declared without scruples
that he would only allow three days for each of the trials. The
list of jurymen was forged. A petition was submitted to the
Court to change the place of the Court. This was endorsed by
500 inhabitants of Decatur and Morgan, who had declared in
favour of lynching the boys and their defending counsels. From
such- a kind of people the bench of assizes was formed. The

Public Prosecutor had suppressed important evidence in favour
" of the accused. The judge constantly interrupted the defending
counsels, only examined the evidence of witnesses for the prose-
cution and obstructed the defence in bringing forward their evi-

dence. When instructing the assizes in the Patterson trial, Judge
Callahan declared that the Court of Alabama is of the opinion
that if a white woman accuses a Negro of rape, one can assume
that the Negro is guilty. As a result of such incitement and open
hatred against the Negroes the Supreme Court of Alabama con-
firmed the sentence and ordered the carrying out of the legal
lynch murder of the innocent Negro boys.

It is urgently necessary to strengthen and to support w1th all
means the international Scottsboro campaign of the Red Aid, the
protests and the demands for the release of the Negro boys. Pre-
sident Roosevelt must be overwhelmed with protests against the
lynch terror which is raging in the United States against the
Negroes and of which the Scottsboro case is one of the most
barbarous examples. In every mass meeting, in every demonstra-
tion against the fascist terror, energetic protest must be raised
against the lynch terror in the United States. Every demand for
the release of Ernst Thaelmann must be connected with the de—
mand for the release of the Scottsboro Negro boys

Only the international protest can save the lives of the in-
nocent Scottsboro boys and enforce their immediate and uncondi-
tional release. - Strengthen the Scottsboro campaign! .

Afghan Governmental Barbarism in the

Service of British-lmperialism

_ Let there be no doubt about it, if the working-class orgamsa-
tions all over the world had not put so much pressure on the
Afghan Government our two heroic Indian comrades, Gurmukh
Singh and Pirthwi Singh would have -been hanged in Kabul prison
long ago. Many Afghan national-revolutionaries have - been
hanged in the same prison without even a pretence of a triai
Thanks to international pressure the Afghan Government has
not dared to hang our two comrades, but it is holding them under
conditions so ‘inhuman and vile that if it is permitted to do so
much longer it will achieve its end by other means.

Our comrades are loaded with ten pounds of shackles. each.
They are - permitted -to visit the lavatories twice a day. only,
irrespective of what their needs may be. During the intense cold
of the Afghan winter they were kept in unheated cells without
warm blankets. ‘Their food consists of a badly-baked loaf of
inferior bread per day. During the whole eleven months of their
imprisonment they have not been given a bath or permitted to
change their clothes. Whilst they were ill no serious medical
assistance was provided.

. .Both our comrades have played a. promment part in the
anti-British struggle in India, and it is at the behest of the British
Government that they are now being held and maltreated in
Kabul. Both of them were arrested for anti-imperialist activities
during the war and sentenced to death, the sentences later being
commuted to imprisonment for life. The first part of their
sentences were served in the Andaman Islands, the notorious
British penal settlement, and after a persistent struggle they were
transferred to Southern India. Whilst being transported to
Ballay Prison they succeeded in escaping. Gurmukh Singh crossed
the frontier into Afghanistan, but later returned to India and
worked against British imperialism for ten years underground.
On August 7th, 1933, he was arrested at the orders of the Afghan
Government near the Indian frontier, and has been held in
prison at the behest of the British authorities ever since, but up
to the moment no charge of any sort has been formulated

" The real gaoler of our comrades is the British political agent
in Kabul, where British imperialism is again dominant and all
anti-British elements are being mercilessly exterminated. Nadir
Khan seized the throne of Afghanistan with British assistance,
and the present Prime Minister could not remain in office a day
without British approval, for the real ruler of Afghanistan is the
British political agent. British imperialism is working to sub-
jugate Afghanistan and finally annex it, as it has annexed other
countries adjacent to India; it aims at using Afghanistan as a
bulwark against the revolutionary movement in India and as a
basis for operations against the Soviet Union.

Under these circumstances the fate of our two gallant
comrades is given particularly into the hands of the British
working class. . Send telegrams of protest and forward resolutions
demanding the release of our comrades to the Afghan legations.
Down with the existing Afghan Government, which is the tool
of British imperialism. Long live the fight of the workers and
peasants for the emancipation of both India and Afghanistan
from the oppression and exploitation of British imperialism!
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Socialist Construction in the
Soviet Union
The Power of Collective Work

L. F. Boross (our special Moscow correspondent)

In the Soviet Union this spring commenced by a continuous
drought. In many districts not a drop of rain fell during the
whole of April and in the second half of May. Everyone who
has known old Russia wil remember that such a spring aroused
the utmost panic among the peasant population. The peasants
deserted their farms-and crowded into the towns, to seek work,
or to escape death by starvation by begging. :

. - This year, there is nothing to be seen of any such panic in the
Soviet villiges. * A few anxious faces, a few sighs for rain, but
no abatement of energy—on the contrary, greater energy for the
work, this has been the sole psychological effect of the dry spring
on ‘the collective peasantry. -

“What has aroused this confidence?

- It has arisen—to speak figuratively—out of the granaries of
the collective peasantry, where considerable stocks of last year’s
record crops still remain. . The:collective peasants are well aware
of-the. tremendous importance ‘of ‘the weather on the prospects
of the crops. But they are equally aware, from experience, that
unfavourable weather loses much of ‘its "disastrous” effects if re-
sisted by a powerful collective, and not merely by an individual
peasant farmer. '

Last year 'was a: decisive year in. the lives of the millions of-

collective peasants. In the midst of severe struggles against the
class ¢nemy, in uninterrupted conflict against the individual
peasant- ideology " and . against the individual peasant methods
of work and habits, the ¢ollective peasants in their millions

at last attained to’ that collective working discipline, to those
bolshevist working methods, which helped the: working class:

of the towns to strive forward from - victory to victory—
that discipline and  those  working ‘methods without which
the collective farmi would have remained a form without content.
Under the immediate leadership of about fifteen ‘thousand excell-

ent ¢ommunists, concentrated in the Political Departments of the -

Machine and Tractor Stations and on the Soviet farms, the collec-
tive peasants learnt to appreciate their own power, the power of
the collective, and to apply it.. This new work was favoured at
the  same time by comparatively .advantageous weather, the
autumn brought a harvest such as the endless fields of this great
realm has never before seen. ‘

Into the miserable huts of the former agricultural labourers,
poor‘and middle peasants, the first ray of the sunshine of new
and - prosperous lives penetrated. After centuries of want and
misery, these great masses of the peasantry, fighting their way to
victory as collective peasants, were able to attain to a higher level
of culture. . Ample food, better clothing, new kitchen utensils,
musical instruments, sport, créches, better provision for school
children. For many of the women shock brigaders the first silk
dress and silk stockings of their lives, for thousands of families
new dwelling houses, for the collective -farms-themselves new
farm houses and stables, for the collective peasants, bicycles and
sewing machines. And books, many, many books. New furni-
ture as fast as the furniture manufacturers could turn it out,
And new joy in their own lives, in the collective work. This is
what the year 1933 brought to the toiling masses of the Soviet
villages.

- Nothing demonstrates more clearly the panic felt by the ex-
piring capitalist state of society, in face of the successes of social-
ism, than the fact that the bourgeois press commenced to circulate
its lying slanders on an alleged famine in the Soviet Union pre-

cisely at the moment when the victory of collectivisation extingu-
ished once and for all the last possibility of a famine.

The spring drought will bring indescribable distress, unbear-
able suffering, starvation, and deprivation, to millions of peasants
in many countries—not least in such highly developed countries
as the United States. _It is only on the collective and Soviet farms
of thé Soviet Urion that-the consequences of the drought can be
completely eliminated in many places, reduced in others to a
minimum, by the collective work carried on under purposeful
communist leadership.

One of the requisite factors of this advance has been the
steady development of the industrial basis of Soviet agriculture.
Every day the Soviet industries send out approximately 200 new
tractors and many other agricultural machines and imiplements.

Whilst in the spring of the years 1930-1932, the area sown
by 25th "May, was 6466 million hectares, in 1933 71 million
hectares, in this year the sown area covered 82.5 million hectares
by the same date. Soon -afterwards the area laid down by the
Plan—g2 million hectares—had been successfully sown, and actu-
ally exceeded by almost 2 per cent.  Some districts, for instance
the Dniepropetrovsk district, commenced sowing grain as early as
March. - The ploughing of fallow land has developed even more
rapidly. By 25th May of this year five and 4 half million hectares
of fallow land had been ploughed, as compared with scarcely
more than one million at the same time last year. The efficient
organisation of the work made it possible for those fields to be
resown . where the autumn sown grain had perished owing to
the drought. o :

Fresh tens of thousands of collective peasants have develo-
ped into efficient leaders and organisers of their collective farms.
Hundreds, of thousands of new shock brigaders have advanced
to the front in the struggle against drought, The artificial irriga-
tion.of the fields has been carried out on a mass scale in many
districts, so that when the rainy weather finally set in at the end
of :May and the beginning of June, the soil was already in a state
to derive thie greatest possible benefit from ijt. ' Had" the prepara-
tions been less efficient, the tardy rain would have been of little
use, : : Sl e

- There has ‘been'no lack of satisfactory results. In so far as
may be judged from reports up to the present, the prospect of the
crops are not only satisfactory, but in many districts, in Central
Asia, Central Volga district, and other important agricultural dis-
tricts, actually very good. If the harvesting work is carried out
with, the same care and energy -as the sowing work,; there is-every
prospect,-in the opinion of the experts: of the Soviet Union—and
even, as the ‘Neue Ziircher Zeitung’ states, in the opinion of
the Roman- Agrarian Institute, which has certainly no sympathy
for the Soviet Union—of the possibility of beating even last year’s -
record figures. “And this—special emphasis must be laid on this
—under weather conditions which would in all probability have
led to an actual catastrophe in an individual peasant Russia.

The Chelyuskin heroes tell the story of the tremendous im-
pression made by their collective discipline on the ice floe upon a .
scientist accompanying the expedition, who had shown himself
during the voyage of the ““ Chelyuskin” to be a convinced in-
dividualist. On one of the most critical days he went to Otto
Schmidt and declared to him: ‘

I have only just properly grasped the power of the collec-
tive.” :

If- there are still peasants in the Soviet Union who have
hitherto failed to comprehend the power of the collectives, who
have remained * individualists” in their farming work or only
in their minds, even after the object lesson of last year’s harvest,
these, too, will now find themselves compelled to repeat—after
the victories of the collective both on the arid fields of the
Southern districts and on the frozen ice floes of the North—in a .
chorus of millions of voices: “I have only just properly grasped
the power of the collective.” ‘ .
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Twenty Years Ago

The Twentieth Anniversary of the First
Imperialist World War

[Conclusion]

I11—~THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE IMPERIALIST WAR
INTO A CIVIL WAR

(1) The question of imperialist war, the question of the inter-
national policy of finance-capital which is devastating the whole
world, which inevitably produces new imperialist wars, which in-
evitably produces an inténse exacerbation of the natmnal yoke,
the plundering and the throttling of the weak and backward small
peoples by a little group of ‘progressive” States, this question has
become the cardinal question of the whole policy of all the countries
of the world since 1914. It is a question which is decisive for the
life or-death of many millions of human beings. It is the question
which will decide whether in the next imperialist war which is
being prepared by the bourgeoisie before our eyes, which is deve-
loping out of -capitalism. before our eyes, twenty millions of people
are killed (instead of the ten millions who were killed in the last

war from 1914 to 1918 and in the supplementary ‘little’ wars.

which have not yet come to an end), whether in this coming war,
which is inevitable if capitalism continues to exist, sixty millions
of people will be mutilated (instead of the thirty millions who
were mutilated in the last war from 1914 to 1918). In this ques-
tion our October Revolution opened up a new epoch in.world
history. The lackeys of the bourgeoisie—the Social Revolutionaries
and the Menshevists, and the whole petty-bourgems allegedly

‘ social’ ‘democracy—mock at the slogan of the ‘trgnsformation of
the imperialist- war into a civil war.’ However, this slogan has
proved itself to be the only truth, an unpleasant, crude, naked and
brutal truth, but still the only truth:in the darkness of chauvinist
and pacifist deceit. . We can escape the imperialist war and the
imperialist world Whlch produces it, we can avoid this hell only by
a Bolshevist struggle for a Bolshevist revolution. . . .

“For the first time in the course of hundreds and thousands
of years the slaves have answered the war of the slave-holders
with the open proclamation of the slogan: We want to turn this
war of the slave-holders for the sharing of the spoils into a war of
the slaves ‘of all nations! For the first time in the course of
hundreds and thousands of years the slogan develops from an
unclear and weak expectation into a clear and definite political
programme, into a real struggle of millions of -the oppressed under
the leadership of the proletariat, into a victory of the proletariat,
into the first victory in the cause for the abolition of war, in the
cause of the alliance of the workers of the world against the alli-
ance of the bourgeoisie of the various nations, the bourgeoisie
which not only conducts its wars, but also concludes peace at the
expense of the slaves of capital, at the expense of the toilers.”
(Lenin: Collected Works. The emphasis is Lenin’s.)

(2) The imperialist war is “a war on behalf of the rich for
which the poor pay with their lives.” “The war forced the whole
econiomic ‘system of the belligerent countries into its service, it
created the mailed fist of State capitalism. It drove unproductive
expenditure to dizzy heights, it destroyed tremendous quantities
of the means of production and living labour-power, it ruined
broad sections of the population and loaded the industrial workers,
the peasants and the colonial peoples with incalculable burdens.”
(Programme of the Communist International.) Every bullet and
every shell which is fired at the front brings devastation and star-
vation at home and robs the exploited of bread and meat, boots
and clothing, robs the children of milk and life itself and adds
millions and millions to the wealth of the exploiters. The expen-
diture of the Allies totalled 135.2 milliard roubles, whilst the ex-
penditure of the Central Powers totalled 51.4 milliard roubles.
Great Britain wasted 34 per cent. of the national wealth taken
from the pockets of the masses of the people. Germany wasted
24 per cent., Italy 20 per cent., France 19 per cent., Austria 18 per
cent., Russia 13 per cent. This expenditure was covered by the

emission of paper money and State loans to a ‘proportion of 80
per cent. Over a milliard shells were fired during the course of
hostilities and their total value was about 50 milliard roubles,

With the help of the military dlctatorsmp, the establishment
of “civil peace” and the intolerable military labour. service sup-
ported by the social-democratic parties, military * galley-slave
labour was established for the workers and military protection for
the profits of the capitalists.” (Lenin.) In Germany 3.5 million
workers were employed on war work and at the same time the use
of woman and child labour was tremendously intensified. In
Russia the figures were 1.8 million, in France 2 millions, in Great
Britain 2.3 millions, in Italy 1.1 million, and in the United States
of America 3 millions. In Germany and in France these figures
represented almost two-thirds of the total working e¢lass, and in
Russia over three-quarters.

Wlth the blessing of Vandervelde, Henderson and the French
“socialist” members .of the War Cabinets, strikes were declared
“treasonable,” whilst the gulf between the enrichment -of the
capitalists and the starvation and ruin of the masses widened:
tremendously. In the first year of the war the revenue . of the
Krupp works incredsed by 140 per cent., whilst at the same time
the working population of Germany was condemned to eaf substi-
tute bread, the so-called war potato bread, and by the summer of
1917 the, calorific value of the food consumed by the masses had
decreased to almost a third of the pre-war .volume. In 1918 the
mortality rate in France was 16.5 above the birth-rate (per 1,000
inhabitants) and the corresponding ﬁgures for Germany were 10.5,
and for Ttaly 14.9. On the other hand, however, the blood-stained
extra war profits of the capitalists had swollen by many hundreds
per cent. In Japan the extra war profits reached an average of -
almost 100 per cent. - The capitalists extracted tribute from the
workers not only in the form of the blood shed at the front and
the slave labour at home, but they also rewarded the masses with
the organisation of starvation by limiting consumption for the poor,
driving the prices of foodstuffs up and up by speculation and eorner-
ing the best of everything for the rich. “The intense impoverish-
ment of the masses caused by the war must result in revolutlonary
feelings and movements, and the slogan of the civil war is in-
tended to generalise these feelings and movements and to direct
them.” (Lenin: Collécted Works.)

(3) The treachery of the 4th August, 1914, which closed the
development of the Second International in the pre-war period
“assisted the bourgeoisie to split the ranks of the workers by a
hypocritical appeal to the necessity for the defence of the Father-
land.” _ (Lenin: Collected Works.) This treachery assisted the
bourgeoisie in turning the workers and the toilers in general into
cannon-fodder for capitalism. “Seocial chauvinism is the culmina-
tion of opportunism. The economic basis of opportunism and
social chauvinism is one and the same: the interests of a narrow
stratum of privileged workers and petty-bourgeois who defend their
privileged position, their ‘right’ to the pick of the crumbs that
fall from the table of the bourgeoisie, to a fraction of that profit
which ‘their’ bourgeoisie extracts from foreign nations, from the
utilisation of their position as a great power, etc. The ideological
and political content of opportunism and social chauvinism is
one and the same: class collaboration instead of class struggle,
the abandonment of revolutionary methods, the support of their
‘own’ government in its difficulties instead of the utilisation of
these difficulties in the interests of the revolution.” (Lenin: Col-
lected Works.) After the passage of a further twenty years the
social-democratic parties, who-have made further great progress
along the path of adapting themselves to imperialism and to the
fascist reaction, are once again attempting to harness the working -
masses before the chariot of a new imperialist world war and of a

.
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counter-revolutionary intervention against the Soviet Union. They
are still advancing along their old path of class collaboration under
the banner of nationalist reaction and imperialist war, under the
banner of a struggle against the proletarian revolution.

The social-democratic parties of Germany, France, Great
Britain and Belgium, etc., voted in favour of the war credits and
supported the world slaughter without reservation. They under-
took on behalf of their imperialist governments the role of per-
suading the neutral peoples to enter the war (Suedekum in Ger-
many, Mussolini in Italy, etc.). They sent their representatives
into the bourgeois governments of the military dictatorships, and
from this moment they began their open collaboration with finance-
capital on an international scale by their participation in the
bourgeois ministries. The social-democratic parties carried out
all the measures of the military terrorist dictatorships—from the
use of provocation and police measures in support of the dictator-
ships (Henderson, Ebert, Albert Thomas, Jouhaux, etc.) to the
armed suppression of revolutionary insurrections (Henderson and
the bloody suppression of the Irish Rebellion in 1916, Scheidemann
and Ebert in the police service of imperialism), and, finally, their
participation in the armed intervention against the first workers’
and peasants’ revolution. The prophetic words of Lenin: “In every
crisis the bourgeoisie will assist the opportunists and stop at noth-
ing to suppress the revolutionary section of the proletariat with
the most fearful and illegal military measures ”—(Lenin: Collected
Works)—have been proved to the hilt.

(4) Whilst the open social imperialists undertook to deal ideo-
logically with the prospective cannon-fodder and hand the workers
over to the bourgeoisie-(in Great Britain, for example, Henderson
and the other lahour leaders carried .through the military service
law and the recruiting campaign, and also the compulsory allot-
ment of workers to the war industries), the supporters of the social
pacifist centre led by Kautsky, the Menshevists, ‘Trotsky and Mac-
Donald, appeared. as the fig-leaf of open social imperialism and
imperialist dominanee and protected.both against the attacks of
the revolutionary masses. The tactic of the Bolshevists was cor-
reet, it was the only internationalist tactic because it was not
based on the cowardly fear of the Soviet. revolution. and net on
the petty-bourgeois ‘lack of confidence’ in the Soviet revolution,
and not on the narrow nationalist: wish to defend ‘the father-
land, i.e., the fatherland of the bourgeoisie, and to ignore every-
thing else. . This tactic was the only internationalist tactic because
it earried out to the greatest possible degree everything that eould
be done in. the individual countries for the development, support
and instigation of the revolution in all countries. This tactic has
been proved correct by the tremendous success which it achieved,
because Bolshevism has become a world-wide Bolshevism. Bol-
shevism may serve as .an exemplary tactic in all situations, (Lenin:
Collected Works.)

Lenin pointed out that “the 1rregulanty of economic and poli-
tical development is an implicit law of capitalism.. From this' it
follows that the victery of soecialism may come originally in a few
countries, or even in one single capitalist country. After the
expropriation of the capitalists and the organisation of socialist
production in its own country the victorious proletariat of this
country would then rise against the capitalist rest of the world by
winning the oppressed classes in the other countries for socialism,
by encouraging insurrections in these and other countries against
capitalism and, if necessary, proceeding with armed force against
the exploiting classes and their States.” (Lenin: Collected Works.)
This lesson ‘of Lenin was further developed by Comrade Stalin in
the struggle against counter-revolutionary Trotskyism and made
the basis of the whole work of socialist construction in the Soviet
Union, thus guaranteeing the undeniable triumph of socialism.

‘During the imperialist world slaughter the Leninist Party was
an example of revolutionary irreconcilability, p_roletarian heroism
and unexampled Bolshevist tenacity. The Bolshevist Deputies in
the Fourth Duma weré banished to Siberia for their illegal work.
The Bolshevists ruined the elections to the war industry com-
mittees whereby, with the help of the Menshevists and the social
revolutionaries, the bourgeoisie hoped to subJugate the Russian
working class. In the hinterland and at the front, not only in
Russia, but also in the West, the Bolshevists carried on illegal
revolutionary work amongst the masses against the war and laid
the basis for the creation of the Third (Communist) International
after they had united the “Left” wing of the working-class move-

ment for the first time at the Zimmerwald Conference in 1915.

In its struggle for the formation of the Third International
Bolshevism was supported by the best representatives of the inter-
national proletariat, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht, the Ger-
man Spartakists, the Polish social democrats, the Scandinavian
and Dutch “Left” wingers, and in short by all those who had re-
mained loyal to the idea of international proletarian solidarity.
Bolshevism came forward as the pace-maker and organiser of the
revolutionary struggle of the masses against the world imperialist
slaughter and against the rule of capitalism in general. “The
enemy is in our own country,” announced Liebknecht, and on
account of these words he was sent to serve a term of hard labour.
“ Either we are national liberal sheep in the socialist lion’s skin,
or we are fighters for the proletarian international.” These words
were flung into the faces of the double-faced and treacherous
social fascists of the Kautsky, Haase and Hilferding type by Rosa
Luxemburg. Supported by the Zimmerwald “Left™ and by the
increasing revolutionisation of the masses, the Bolshevists carried
on the struggle for a complete breach with the betrayers of social-
ism and their pacifist supporters, from Kautsky and MacDonald
to Longuet and Trotsky. The Bolshevists opposed the deceitful slogan
of a “ democratic peace ” which aimed at providing the cloak for a re-
division of the world and for the conspiracy of the robbers who feared
therevolution and were doing their utmost to prevent it. In Septem-
ber, 1915, the Zimmerwald “Left” declared openly and elearly: “Our
slogan is not civil peace, but civil war!” The Bolshevists tore the
amateur pacifist demagogy of Trotsky to pieces and overcame the
semi-centrist vacillations in the camp of the Zimmerwald “Left.”
Against the bourgeoisie they unswervmgly carried through a policy
of defeatism: “The transformation of a .war of the, governments
into a civil war is assisted on the one hand by military reverses
(by the ‘defeat’) of the governments, on the other hand it is
impossible to work for such a transformation without at the same
time directly working for such defeats.” (Lenin: Collected Works.)

In Zimmerwald and in Kienthal the “Centre” had the
majority on its side. This fact condemned. the Zimmerwald bloc
to ;mpotence from the very beginning. The Zimmerwald bloc as
a whole rejected the proposal of its “Left” wing to appeal to the
workers for-a direct rgvolutionary struggle against their govern-:
ments. (Resolution of.-the April Conference of the Bolshevists in
1917.).

After the February Revolution in 1917 the Russmn social
pacifists of Zimmerwald (the Menshewsts and the social revolu-
tionaries) entered the provisional government in order to maintain
the power of the bourgeoisie and prosecute the imperialist war.
The Bolshevists carried on the struggle far the October Revolution.
The disintegration of Zimmerwald was clear. The October Revo-
lution and the revolutionary wave which arose in the West in the
years 1918-19 cleared away the last obstacles to the formation of
the Third (Communist) International and disposed of the semi-
centrist vacillations of numerous “Left” wingers (in the question
of peace and disarmament, the disruption of the Second Inter-
national, the dictatorship of the proletariat and the role of the
Party, the right of self-determination and the a,lhance of the
workers and peasants).

The Leninist International of the proletarian revolution was
organised in March, 1919, on a Bolshevist basis at a time when the
revolutionary pressure of the masses on the bourgeoisie all over
the world had reached its highest point and the idea of the Sovietfs
had been taken up by the masses of the workers in Europe,
America and Asia.

(5) with regard to the number of wprkers taking part in strikes
the Russian working-class movement, led by the Bolshevists, was
at the head up to 1917 (1,600,000 strikers in the years 1915-16 as
compared with 135,000 in Germany, 50,000 in France and 750,000
in QGreat Britain). “The Russian Revolution of February-March,
1917, was the prelude to the transformation of the imperialist war
into a civil war.”- (Lenin: Collected Works.) In 1917 there were
650,000 workers who took part in strikes in Germany, and in 1918
600,000. 'The figures for France were 295,000 and 176,000, for Great
Britain 860,000 and 1,100,000. Despite the brutal repression, the
fraternisation of the soldiers at the front with the “enemy” began
to develop more and more. In an effort to end the war as quickly
as possible, before the revolution came and spoiled their game, the
belligerent imperialist Powers hounded huge masses of men into
senseless carnage. The offensive on the West front in 1916 was
termed “carnage” even by the wire-pullers themselves—for in-



1066

International Press Correspondence

No. 41

stance, Winston Churchill in his “ World Crises,” page 684.

The offensive which was launched by General Nevill in 1917
was the answer of the imperialists to the February Revolution,
and it cost tens of thousands of soldiers their lives. The collapse
of this offensive was the signal for a powerful revolutionary ex-
plosion in the French Army—an explosion which the French bour-
geoisie tried to hush up for years after the conclusion of the war.
Together with a number. of other divisions, the 16th army corps
refused to obey orders and made an attempt to march on Paris
under the slogans: “ Tong live peace, long live the Soviets!” With
the support of the French “socialists” the movement was sup-
pressed with draconic measures. In order to deliver a counter-
blow both to the revolution in Russia and to the revolutionary
movement in France,-the High Command of the Alhes, with the
support--of Kornilov, Kerensky and the Russian “ Centnsts,”

ordered: the provocative offensive on . the Ru.sso—German front, -

where hostilities had almost ceased. In April, 1917, there was a
strike of hundreds of thousands of workers in. Germany, and in
the Autumn of 1917 there was a revolutionary mutiny. in the Ger-
man navy. In Austria-Hungary both before and after the October
Revolution a wave of strikes swept through the country, and the
naval mutiny of Cattarc took place, together with various military
mutinies. The strike movement in Great Britain on the Clyde
and the Irish Rebellion in 1916 were signs of the approaching
storm.

The Kerensky period in Russia, during which the bourgeoisie,
the Menshevists and the social revolutionaries, including the Zim-
merwalders, joined forces, was an attempt to throttle the revolu-
tion in the same way as it was throttled in Germany, Austria and
Italy, ‘with the active support of Scheidemann, Haase, Hilferding,
Otto Bauer, Turati and the rest. Only the fact that the iron Party
of Lenin, ideologically united and firmly disciplined, existed, saved
the Russian proletariat from the same fate ‘and made it possible
for the Russian proletariat to open up a new way for the whole
ruleof the absolutist large landowners. The October Revolution over-
lution.” The xmperlalist front was broken through at its weakest
point, ‘in tsamst Russia. The February Revblution overthrew the
ruleof the absolutist large landowners. The Ogtober Revolution over-
threw the rule of the bourgeoisie. The victorious proletarian revo-
lution expropriated the expropriators, took the means of produc-
tion away from the bourge0151e and the landowners and established
for the first time in history the dictatorship of the proletariat over
a huge country. = It consolidated this dictatorship, created a new
type of State, the Soviet State, and opeéned up the path for the
1nternat10na.1 proletarian revolution.

The powerful shock to which the whole world caplta.hsm was
subjected, the sharpening of class struggle and the influence of the
October proletarian revolution gave rise to a- series of revolutions
and revolutionary actions on the Continent of Europe as well as
the- colonial and semi-colonial countries: January, 1918, the pro-
letarian revolution in Finland; August, 1918, the so-called ‘rice
rioets’ in Japan; November, 1918, the revolutions in Austria and
Germany, which overthrew the semi-feudal monarchist regime;
March, 1919, the proletarian revolution in Hungary and the upris-
ing in Korea; April, 1919, the Soviet Government in Bavaria;
January, 1920, the bourgeois-national revolution in Turkey;
September, 1920, the seizure of the factories by workers in Italy;
March, 1921, the rising of the advanced workers of Germany;
September, 1923, the uprising in Bulgaria; Autumn, 1923, the revo-
lutionary crisis in Germany; December, 1924, the uprising in
Esthonia; April, 1923, the uprising in Morocco; August, 1925, upris-
ing in Syria; May, 1926, the general strike in England; July, 1927,
the proletarian uprising in Vienna. These events, as well as
events like the uprising in Indonesia, the deep ferment in India,
and the great Chinese revolution, which shook the whole Asiatic
continent, are links in one and the same international revolution-
ary chain, constituent parts of the profound general crisis of
capitalism.” (Programme of the Communist International, pages
9 and 10.)

IV.—THE IMPERIALIST PEACE

(6) The “Peace Treaty” of Brest-Litovsk which was forced
upon the young and still weak Soviet Republic by German im-
perialism, thanks to its military superiority, exposed the predatory
nature of German imperialism and its claims to world dominance.
German imperialism occupied the Ukraine and formed a puppet

government of the most reactionary agrarian elements with the
Hetmann Skoropadski at its head. It then began to plunder the
country right and left and to suck out all its resources from the
rolling stocks of the railways down to the last few cwts. of grain
in the barns of the peasants. German imperialism had in fact
annexed Finland and the Baltic States and occupied Georgia and
Transcaucasia, not without making use of the services of the Men-
shevist lackeys who later on rendered the same services to the
British imperialists. Everywhere in the seized territories German
imperialism set up a bloody regime of terror and ecrushed: all
national rights. The greed with which it hurried on its campaign
of plunder and robbery turned out to be its own doom, for this
robbery became intolerable, not only to the masses of the oppressed
peoples, but also to the masses of the people in Germany, who
were forced completely into the role of slaves without rights and
without privileges owing to the military victories of German im-
perialism. Murderous Hitler fascism in Germany, which has now
become the inciter in chief to a new imperialist world slaughter,
the re-division of the world, and a war against the country of the
Soviets, is now in alliance with the former rivals of German im-
perialism, Great Britain and Japan, and with them it is striving
to set up once again the bloody regime of oppression and reac-
tionary violence which was temporarily overthrown by the revolu-
tionary rising of the peoples.

On the other hand, the division of the world by the victorious
imperialist Entente Powers has exposed the whole hypocrisy of
the promises of the imperialists and their social chauvinist and
social fascist lackeys, who pretended that the world war of 1914-18

s “the war to end war,” “a war for freedom and. democracy
against Geérman imperialist autocracy,” etc. Germany has been:
mutilated by the victors, it has lost great slices of its territory,
it has had a crushing war contribution forced upon it, and it has
been subjugated to the superior military power of the Entente
Powers.  The “right of self-determination ” which was to be given
to the nations of the old Austro-Hungarian monarchy has been
used ‘to form a system of vassal States of the Entente, and these
Stateshave been rewarded with annexations at the expense of a
numbef of other peoples who have been deprived of their rights
wholly or in part. An arrangement was made for the complete
partitioning of Turkey between British, French, and Italian im-
perialism, and this arrangement was brought to nothing, thanks
only to the national-revolutionary war -of the. Turkish peoples
against the robbers. = The ‘Arabian peoples, who had beeni- in-
veigled into supporting the military operations of British imperial-
ism by promises of freedom,; were freated like slaves by French
and British imperialism. ' Japanese imperialism triumphed in all
its marauding and plundering expeditions and its annexations and
robber crusades in China were recognised. ' According to Lansing,
“the decision favourable to the Japanese demands was arrived at
as the result of secret negotiations with the Japanese delegates,
who promised that they would withdraw their threat not to sign
the treaty in the event of their demands being granted.” (Lansing:
“Peace Negotiations.”) Versailles was.an international exchange
and mart where, after over four years of the bloodiest war the
world has ever seen, cynical bargainers made free with the lives;
the resources and the rights of the peoples of the world. )

The common bond which held the victors of Versailles together
was the fear of the complete victory of Bolshevism and the prole-
tarian revolution throughout Europe. Lloyd George himself let
this slip in his memorandum to Wilson and Clemenceau when he
declared: “If the nations are exhausted by a war in which they
have had to exert their whole strength, if they are exhausted and
bleeding from many wounds, if they are threatened with internal
collapse, then it is not difficult to conclude a peace which will
last until the generation which experienced the horrors of war
has passed away. . . . The whole of Europe, however, is drunken
with the spirit of revolution.” (Fr. Novak: “Versailles.”) Just
as the victors of Brest-Litovsk under Hindenburg, Ludendorff
and Hoffmann hoped to liquidate the Soviet power by depriving
it  of decisive economic resourses and by letting loose the White
Guardist hordes against it, so the victors of Versailles cut and
hacked away at the map of the world to fight against Bolshevism
and the revolution in Europe and Asia, and to secure the success
of an armed intervention against the Soviets. The counter-revolu-
tionary intervention against the first country of the proletarian
dictatorship was the continuation of the war of the imperialist
robbers, and it aimed at defending imperialist rule and saving
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the war booty and the contributions from the threat of the
revolution. The insurrection of the Czechoslovakian legionaries,
the insurrection of the Menshevists and the social revolutionaries,
and the British intervention in Northern Russia, were all organised
under the pretext of “continuing the war against German
imperialism.”

Lloyd George warned Wilson and Clémenceau, in his
Memorandum, when he declared: “If Germany falls victim to
the Spartacus movement then it will inevitably throw in its lot
with the Russian Bolshevists.” (Novak: Page 150.) For this reason
the imperialists of Great Britain, France, the United States and
Italy gave their assistance to the German bourgeoisie, to the
counter-revolutionary bands of officers, and to Noske, Kautsky,
Wels and Hilferding, for the fight against the proletarian revolu-
tion in Germany. With the weapons of their Rumanian and
Czecho-Slovakian mercenaries, and with the assistance of the
counter-revolution, supported by the Hungarian and the Austrian
social democracy, the Entente Powers crushed the Hungarian
Soviet Republic in blood. The country of the Soviets was cut off
from the rest of the world with a “cordon sanitaire” under the
leadership of Poland, which was given the task of capitalist
gendarme in the struggle against the spread of Bolshevism.

Under the slogan, “ Defend Democracy against Bolshevism!”
and with the active support of the social democracy, all the forces
of the bourgeois reaction were mobilised in Europe to maintain
the bourgeois dictatorship and to clear the way for a policy of
imperialist rivalry and plundering at the expense of the masses
of the oppressed and exploited peoples, and to clear the way for
Mussolini, Pilsudski, Hitler and Dollfuss. The Versailles Treaty
nourished the latest products of fascism in Germany and Austria,
and created particularly favourable conditions for the robber
crusade of the Japanese imperialists in the Far East and for the
insolent claims of the British diehard tories to play the role of
arbitrator in questions of war and peace. The masses of the East,
martyred and crippled by the robber war of imperialism, but ex-
pectant of fundamental changes, have been enslaved and new
chains have been forged for them by the imperialist peace.

However, the battle between imperialism and the land of the
Soviets has ended in defeat for the imperialists. “ This victory
which we won and which caused the withdrawal of the French
and British troops was the chief victory which we won over the
Entente. We have already succeeded in turning their own soldiers
against them. We answered their enormous technical and mili-
tary superiority by bringing this superiority to nothing through
the international solidarity of the proletariat against the imperial-
ist governments. That was our first and our most decisive victory,
because it was not only a military victory, indeed, not even a mili-
tary victory, but a victory for the international solidarity of the
proletariat in whose interests we organised the whole revolution
and with regard to which we declared that no matter how many
sacrifices we may have to make, all these sacrifices will be rewarded
by the development of the world revolution which is inevitable.”
(Lenin: Collected Works.)

V.—~THE SECOND ROUND OF WARS AND REVOLUTIONS IS
APPROACHING

(1) Twenty years afier the beginning of the first imperialist
world war the-flames of a new war are flickering up in all parts
of the world. The eapitalist world is on the threshold of a second
round of wars and revolutions. The new intensification of the
general crisis of the capitalist system has put an end to the tem-
porary stabilisation of capitalism.

The bourgeoisie ang its lackeys from the camp of the Second
International declared that the temporary stabilisation was the
beginning of “a new era of democracy and pacifism.” The social
democracy, which entered -the governments of a number of capi-
talist eountries, announced the triumph of the “peaceful develop-
ment into socialism” by means of “economic democracy” and
“organised capitalism.” With illusions about democratic pacifism
the bourgeoisie .cloaked the fact that it has advanced along the
path to new wars and interventions. “In order to prepare for
new wars pacifism alone is not sufficient, even when this pacifism
is supported by so serious a force as the social democracy. In
addition, a number of measures for the suppression of the masses
in the centres of imperialism are necessary. Imperialism cannot
wage war unless the imperialist hinterland is consolidated. And
to this end fascism is there.” (Stalin: “On the Results of the

July Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union.”) Thus in the epoch of stabilisation
and with the active support of the social democracy the way for
the fascist dictatorship of capitalism was made free. Only the
Bolshevist Party and the Communist International saw this deve-
lopment in advance and warned the workers against it. They
alone prophesied the circumstances under which the inevitable
disintegration of the capitalist stabilisation tock place.

The world economic crisis, which intensified the impoverish-
ment of the masses, also shook the structure of capitalism to its
foundations all over the world. “The intensified struggle for
foreign markets, the abolition of the last vestiges of free trade,
prohibitive tariffs, trade war, currency war, dumping and many
other analogous measures which demonstrate extreme nationalism
in economic policy, have caused the relations between the countries
to become extremely acute, have created the soil for military con-
flicts and have brought war to the front as a means for a new
distribution of the world and the spheres of influence in favour
of the strongest States.” (Stalin: “Report to the Seventeenth
Congress of the C.P. of the Soviet Union.)

(2) The process of the disintegration of the Versailles system
has already developed very far. The payment both of reparations
and inter-allied debts has been .stopped. The defeated countries
are re-arming. ‘The revision of the frontiers laid down in the
Versailles Treaty has been placed on the agenda. German fascism,
which is arming itself to the teeth, is now openly coming forward
with a demand for a new division of the world. In the struggle
to maintain its hegemony in Europe French imperialism has
adopted the policy of extending its military alliances. It is striv-
ing to improve its relations with Poland and to consolidate the
Little Entente, and to form a so-called Balkan Bloc. This policy,
which threatens the positions of Italian imperialism in the Near
East, where the interests of French and Italian imperialism collide,
is. being pursued by imperialist France irrespective of the fact
that both imperialist France and imperialist Italy are interested
in preventing the unification of Austria and Germany. Anglo-
American antagonism, which is the axle around which all the
imperialist enmities of the post-war period revolve, has been very
much intensified by the struggle for the command of the Pacific.
The Washington Agreement for the limitation of naval armaments
and the policy of the “Open Door” in China have both been de-
stroyed. The struggle for dominance in the Pacific has come openly
into the foreground whereby the respective interests of British,
American, and Japanese imperialism collide. The resignation of
Germany and Japan from the League of Nations has intensified
the imperialist contradictions still more. Despite the treaties of
peace, which are binding for all countries, a series of “small
wars” has begun (Paraguay-Bolivia, Columbia-Peru, Tibet-China,
Hedjas-Yemen, etc.), quite apart from the war of aggression being
conducted by Japanese imperialism in Asia. The disarmament
conference has become more than ever the arena of bargaining
between the various imperialist Powers concerning the armament
“quotas.”

“ Again, as in 1914, the parties of bellicose imperialism, the
parties of war and revenge are coming into the foreground. Quite
clearly things are moving towards a new war.” (Stalin: Ibid.)

(3) Japan was the first to begin the robber crusade for the re-
division of the world. “Bourgeois-feudalist Japan has taken over
the role of the pacemaker of war, thanks to the direct character
of Japanese imperialism. The aggressiveness of monopolist capital
in Japan is multiplied by the war-mongering adventurism of the
absolutist military feudal character of Japanese imperialism. In
Japan and in (tsarist) Russia the monopoly of military strength,
the immeasurable territory or the particular convenience of ex-
ploiting foreign peoples, China, etc., is partly a supplement, partly
a substitute for modern finance-capital.” (Lenin: 1916.) 1In its
war against China, Japanese imperialism is aiming at providing
itself with a basis for operations against the Soviet Union, smash-
ing the Soviet movement in China, turning large parts of China
into a Japanese colony, creating a firm economic basis for itself,
conquering raw material resources, particularly for the war in-
dustries and for war needs, consolidating its position on the Asiatic
mainland, and in this way preparing for new wars to dominate
the Pacific. “The military drive of Japanese imperialism is
directly connected with the acute intensification of all the internal
contradictions which has taken place as a result of the serious
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economic crisis.” (Theses of the Western European Bureau of the
E.C. of the CI in May, 1932.) At the same time Japanese im-
perialism is clearing the way for the inevitable collision with United
States imperialism.

In the Far East the flames of imperialist war are already leap-
ing up. The partitioning of China with the imperialist sword has
already begun. Japanese imperialism has already completely an-
nexed Manchuria and established its control over a considerable
part of North China. It is now about to launch a blow against
Inner Mongolia, and it is preparing at the same time ‘for an
attack on the Mongolian People’s Republic and on the Soviet
Union. British imperialism has finally established its control
over Tibet and has seized Western Szechwan. It is striving to
gain a firm foothold in South China, to come to an agreement
with Japanese imperialism concerning the partitioning of China,
and to create a field of operations against the Soviet Union in
Sinkiang, although these last efforts have failed for the moment.
French imperialism has established its control over Yunnan as a
basis for its efforts to extend its influence in South China. Japan-
ese imperialism has inspired and is supporting the sixth crusade
of the Chinese agrarian-bourgeois counter-revolution against the
Chinese Soviet districts which have become the decisive bulwark
of the Chinese people in their struggle for national independence
and for the unification of China. At the same time United States
imperialism is striving to strengthen its weakened positions in
China as against Japanese imperialism, and it is supporting the
Chinese counter-revolutionary armies led by the fascist officers’
clique ‘of General von Seeckt in their fight against the Chinese
Soviets with arms, aeroplanes, poison gas, etc.

(4) In the Far East it is the Japanese imperialists who are play-
ing the role of the direct organiser of a new world slaughter and
of a new counter-revolutionary war against the Soviet Union. In
the West this role has been taken over by the German bourgeoisie.

German imperialism sees itself threatened with a proletarian
revolution and, whilst alvancing towards a new imperialist war,
it is delivering murderous blows against the working class and
striving to annihilate the illegal Communist Party of Germany and
all other organisations of the German working class.

“The growth of fascism and its seizure of power in Germany
and in a number of other capitalist countries means that:—

“(a) The revolutionary crisis and the indignation of the broad
masses against the role of capitalism are growing.

“(b) The capitalists are no longer in a position to maintain
their dictatorship with the old methods of parliamentarism and
bourgeois democracy in general. '

“(¢) The methods of parliamentarism and bourgecis demo-
cracy in general have even become a hindrance to the capitalists
both with regard to their policy at home (struggle against the
proletariat) and to their foreign policy (imperialist war for a re-
division of the world).

(d) Capitalism is in consequence compelled to adopt an openly
terrorist dictatorship at home and reckless chauvinism abroad,
both of which represent a direct preparation for imperialist war.”
(From the Resolution of the Thirteenth Plenary Session of the
E.C. of the C.I) )

With the working class filled with a deadly hatred of the
fascist dictatorship of capitalism in its rear the German imperial-
ist bourgeoisie is fanning the flames of war in the heart of Europe.
Fascism is striving to master its own weakness and instability and
at the same time to exploit the instability and the insecurity of
the other capitalist States, and to secure for itself the role of
advance guard in the coming attack on the Soviet Union.

To this end German fascism is trying to settle its accounts
with the French bourgeoisie and to undermine and break up the
French military bloc (Hitler Germany’s bargaining with Pilsudski
Poland and fascist Rumania). In its efforts to establish its domin-
ance in Southern Europe (the plans for a Greater Germany from
the Baltic to the Adriatic and from the Vistula to the Danube)
and in its persistent struggle to swallow Austria, German fascism
collides with Italian imperialism. German fascism whips on the
reactionary and extreme chauvinist and imperialist elements in
the bourgeoisie of all capitalist countries, it is the pacemaker of
fascism in the Baltic States which it finances and supports, and
it supports in every possible way the fascist groups in Switzer-
land, Czechoslovakia and Holland.

Fascism means terror against the working class, counter-revo-

lutionary war against the lands of the Soviets, and a new imperial-
ist world war.

(5) Behind these reactionary robbers are the arch-reactionary
British imperialists. British finance-capital which obtains enor-
mous exira profits from the supply of war materials (one-third
of the international trade in arms is carried out by Great Britain),
which watches jealously over its tremendous colonial extra profits
and which is striving to consolidate the structure of the British
Empire, which has been sadly shaken in recent years (the struggle
for the Dominions and for spheres of influence with other capi-
talist Powers), is doing its best both in the West and in the East
to build up a united front of imperialism and fascism against the
Soviet Union.

Although the interests of British capitalism collide on all the
most important markets with the interests of Japanese capitalism
(Japanese dumping) and although British imperialism fears any
great growth of Japanese imperialist strength in Asia, Japanese
imperialism nevertheless reckons on British support in its war
plans against the Soviet Union, and in particular on British finan-
cial assistance; without this support it would be extremely difficult
for Japan to take any independent action. Already Japanese im-
perialism is being liberally supplied with arms by British imperial-
ism, and Great Britain is providing Japan with valuable diplomatic
support also.

In Europe, German fascism is supported in its anti-Soviet war
plans and provocations by British imperialism, and the re-arming
of fascist Germany is proceeding with the benevolent encourage-
ment of British imperialism. British imperialism is fighting for
dominance in Europe and wishes to play the role of arbitrator as
between German fascism and the French bourgeoisie. The policy
of secret intrigues and complicated diplomatic manceuvres which
British imperialism is pursuing to-day in exactly the same fashion
as before the world war, is preparing the way for a new world war.

(6) The bourgeoisie, which has been perfecting its armaments
unceasingly since the first day of the close of hostilities, has now
concentrated gigantic destructive forces into its hands. The
volume and power of the destructive forces at present in the hands
of the bourgeoisie puts everything into the shade which existed
in this respect at the end of the last world war. Towards the end
of the first imperialist world war the Allied Powers had about
2,000 aeroplanes in the field. To-day the air forces of the most
important imperialist Powers could immediately put as least 12,000
aeroplanes into the field. Further, the effective speed of the fight-
ing aeroplanes has increased from 200 to 400 kilometres an hour.
The various air forces of the big imperialist countries have power-
ful squadrons of heavy bombing aeroplanes consisting of real
armoured cruisers of the air with a speed of over 300 kilometres,
an effective altitude of twelve kilometres, and an effective bombing
load of 2,500 tons. Compared with the clumsy tanks which jolted
slowly into action during the last war, the various imperialist
armies now have huge armies of tanks of various sorts, from the
light and extremely mobile tanks for reconneitring, escort and
fighting, to the huge tanks capable of crashing through any
obstacle, tanks which are in reality moving fortresses, heavily
armoured and heavily gunned. In addition, there are also the
amphibian tanks which are as much at home on the surface of
the water as in the field. Modern artillery is also far more effec-
tive and has a far longer range than the artillery of the world
war. The number of machine-guns at the disposal of the various
armies, their firing speed, their range and their general efficiency
have also increased greatly. The machine-gun has also been sup-
plemented in' the form of the light automatic rifle. Motorisation
and mechanisation, the use of extended wireless for the mainten-
ance 'of connections, ‘the increased use of automatic eontrol for
artillery fire, the latest listening apparatus for the detection of
approaching aeroplanes, and the great variety of new and com-
plicated technical departures on all fields of modern warfare have
transformed the modern armies into tremendous accumulations of
the most highly modern machines and mechanism. In place of
the old fortresses, trenches and dug-outs of the world war, there
are now underground tunnels and works of ferro-concrete
hundreds of kilometres in extent to defend the frontiers. The
possibilities of using poxson ‘gases in warfare have also tremen-
dously increased.

At the time of the first imperialist world war the capitalist armies
deliberately poisoned the wells and to-day the various imperialist
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Powers are preparing to use typhus, cholera and other bacilli on
a mass scale to attack both the enemy armies and the enemy
population in the hinterland. All the discoveries of science and
technique and all the forces of modern scientific thought are being
concentrated on the discovery of ever new means of destruction
(tele-mechanics, reactive shells, stream-lined bullets and shells of
enormous speed, automatic. electric control, the expemments with
the death rays, etc.), and the terrific destructive powers of the
existing and generally known means in the hands of the various
imperialist armies fade into ms1gmﬁcance in face of the surprises
and horrors which the coming imperialist world war will undoubt-
edly reveal and which are now being prepared in all secrecy in
the workshops and expenmental laboratories of capitalism all over
the world.

Each 1mper1ahst country is despera,tely strnmg to get ahead
of its rivals by means of some coup. The armarnent race is headed
by Japanese nnpenahsm which. is feverxshly equipping. its armies
and preparing its navy and its air force to carry out-its plans for
establishing its dominance in Asia. In particular, Japan is turn-
ing its attention to the formatlon of motorised and mechauised
fighting units and 'of poison gas units. It is also striving to bring its
naval forces up to the level of those of its chief rivals, Great
Britain and the United States. It is filling up its fleet with power-
ful vessels of modern construction and tremendous fighting force,
and already it has econsiderably altered the relation of naval forces
to its own advantage. . United States 1mperlahsm is now rapidly
making good its backwardness in the air and on the sea. The
modernisation of the British navy and the building of a series of
naval bases (Singapore, Indonesia and Australia) brings the final
collision between the great 1mpenahst Powers in their fight for
dominance in the Pac1ﬁc nearer.  In this struggle every hand-
breadth of land and every kilometre of coast has become a matter
of embittered competition. 'British imperialism has speeded up
the building of its air bases in the Near East, in the Mediterranean
and in the Pacific. German fascism has adopted a policy of open
armament, it is strengthening the Reichswehr by taking picked
units from the fascist Storm Troops into its ranks, it is speeding
up the building of strategical railways, roads and fortifications, it
is foreing the development/ of the automobile and aeroplane in-
dustries, it is developing its artillery and its submarine  fleet.
French imperialism is.also increasing its armaments and is ex-
pending milliards and milliards of francs in extra allotments for
the speeding up of its frontier fortification work, for the strength-
ening of its navy, and for the reorgamsa’mon and modermsatlon
of its air:force: .

The material burdens whxch are being placed on the shoulders
of the masses of the people in a]l capitalist countries as a result
of this fury of armaments are innumerable. In Japan the mili-
tary expenditure for 1933-34 was more than five times as large as
the -corresponding expenditure for the year 1916-17. - In fascist
Germany the official military budget represents -only a. fraction
of the huge sums which are being expended both overtly and
covertly for armaments under the cloak of “emergency works.”
Huge sums are being given to. fhe industrialists in the form of
subsidies, etc., for the accumulatlon of rmhtary supplies, etc.

. BEven in the war -which ended sixteen years ago all the matenal
and human forces of the belligerent countries were swallowed up
by the insatiable monster -of imperialist war, but to-day even that
is no longer sufficient.

" To-day war-mongering imperialism is already organising its
whole economic system in advance for the coming war, it is
thrusting the whole economic system into the strait-jacket of war
economy. The coming war is already casting its shadow over
‘Furope and placing its stamp-on all fields of public life in the
capitalist countries.

Already “compulsery war work for workers and military pro-
tection for the profit of the capltahsts ” (Lenin) are being intro-
duced.

The militarisation of labour and compulsory labour service
have become an important part of the capitalist preparations for
war. The hard labour regime introduced by German fascism in
its labour service camps has become a model for the rest-of the
capitalist world. Whilst engaged in “emergency works” and in
the camps for the unemployed and for the youth, the workers are
already being subjected to the militarist hard labour regime.
« Work and sweat for a pittance, put up with all forms of chicanery

and oppression, otherwise you will be sent to the front into a rain
of enemy bullets” (Lenin). that was the slogan with which the
bourgeoisie attempted to hold the hinterland in submission during
the last world war. With the threat of starvation the terrorist
dictatorship of capitalism is already presenting the working
masses with a militarised hard labour regime in its preparations for
imperialist war. Krupp and Thyssen, Schneider-Creusot, Vickers-
Armstrong, Beaufort, Skoda and Mitsubishi are already pocketing
enormous profits from the supply of war materials to the capitalist
Powers. With every new jump forward in the armament race,
with every new political happening which brings the danger of
war nearer, the share quotations of the war industries climb up,
dividends are doubled and trebled, and the business of the cannon
kings, organised into a bloody international of armaments,
improves.

(7) The bourgeoisie, which by means of terror and deceit com-
pels the masses of the exploited and oppressed to risk their lives
on behalf of the perpetuation of the system of exploitation, is en-
gaged in doing its utmost to secure its apparatus of violence and
war from the revolumonary indignation of the masses of the
people. For the bourgeoisie, “the weakest point in all the wars
of history has been the human material engaged” (Fuiler), and
the bourgeoisie does not and cannot trust its cannon-fodder. . The
fear of the bourgecisie of the consequences of placing arms in the
hands of the masses of the people explains the trend of modern
bourgeois military experts to perfect a system of warfare and mili-
tary organisation which will reduce the role of the human material
involved to a minimum (Fuller, Duoet, Liddel-Hart, von Seeckt,
etc.). Picked units of highly-trained and highly-qualified fascist
me"cenames, equipped with the last word in modern technical
means, are to take over the tasks of modern warfare. The mass
“second line” army is destined, according to the modern bourgeois
military experts, to play only a supplementary role. However, the tre-
mendous development of war technigue which has vastly increased
the fighting power of the individual soldier has at the same time
made necessary the mobilisation of huge masses of workers to use
the modern means of warfare and to keep the modern weapons
supplied. .

The bourgeoisie will therefore not be able to keep the acid of
class antagonisms from eating into its military organisation and
disintegrating it. The recognition of this fact accounts for the
energetic efforts of the bourgecisie to subjugate the front and the
hinterland to a fascist dictatorship of terrorism, and for this
reason also the whole military apparatusof the pourgeoisie hasbeen
adapted for a civil war against the proletariat. Knowing full well that
the longer a war lasts the more rapid will be the revolutionisation
of the masses, the imperialist bourgeoisie is striving to deceive the
magses: into the belief that the existence of modern bombing aero-

-planes, poison-gas units, and fleets of fast tanks will guarantee

the speedy ending of any war by a sudden and paralysing blow.
The fascist Storm.Detachments with picked special troops at their
head, the organisations of oifficers, nen-commissioned officers and
reservists under the control of highly-placed brass hats, the mili-
tarisation- and chauvinist-fascist brutalisation of the youth, the
militarisation of the schools, the cleansing of the armies and
navies. from. unreliable elements, a widespread organisation of
espionage and provocation and a mass campaign of propaganda—
all these factors are being used to the full in the capitalist coun-
tries to guarantee the organised production. of submissive cannon-
fodder. ““The Germans are a higher race destined to rule over
the world.” “It is the duty of the Japanese to establish the
dominance of imperial morality over .Asia.” “Poland is the bul-

-wark of the civilised world against Bolshevism.” These and similar

slogans in all capitalist countries are being used to the full in
order to break down the class solidarity of the proletariat and its
international solidarity. Chauvinism, imbued with a bourgeois
hatred against the proletariat and its international fatherland,
the Soviet Union, is hounding the peoples into the abyss of a new
counter-revolutionary blood-bath.

(8) “In the midst of these dashing waves of economic collapse
and politico-military catastrophes the Soviet Union stands alone
like a rock and continues its work of socialist construction and its
struggle for the maintenance of peace.” (Stalin: Report to the
Seventeenth Congress of the C.P. of the S.U.)

From the first day of the existence of the Soviet Power Win-
ston Churchill, Lloyd George, Vandervelde and Otto Bauer raised
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the shout of “red imperialism” and “red militarism.” - At-the
same time the capitalists and their social-democratic agents have
done their best to awaken illusions in the minds of the masses
concerning the possibility of abolishing war under capitalism. The
ecenomic “successes” of the bourgeoisie have resulted in unem-
ployment, ruin and starvation for scores of millions of toilers and
in new slavery all over the world. - Capitalism is now on the
threshold of a new bout of wars and revolutions, whilst the Soviet
Union is on the threshold of the classless socialist society.

The heroes of the bourgeoisie have won their reputation by
actions such as the burning down of the Reichstag, the trial of
Dintitrov, the trial of Thaelmann, the slaughtering of thousands
of workers, the mass tortures and bestialities in the colonies, etc.
The heroes of the social democracy have earned their reputation
by lickspittling to the fascist military jackboot, by betraying the
proletarian heroes of the Austrian barricades, and by the cease-
less fight against the establishment of working-class unity. The
heroes of the socialist fatherland, on the other hand, have won
‘their reputation in the ranks of the ‘Shock Brigades, by penetrat-
ing into the stratosphere, by harnessing the forces of science and
technique in the service of the workers everywhere, and by work-
ing for’the emancipation cf Iabour all over the world.

\Vith’o'u't the ' gigantic victory of socialism won under the
leadevshxp of the Leninist Party, with the great executor of Lenin’s
genius at its head, Comrade Stalin, the Soviet Union could never
‘have beconie the granite bulwark of the working class in the
struggle for peace. Without the success of the peaceful policy of
the Soviet Union and without the victorious advance of socialism
in the Soviet Unicn the capitalists would long ago have turned the
whole world into a new bloody shambles in the interests of ‘capi-
talism. “The insane development ‘of armaments would long ago
have led to war did not the proletarian revolution stand closer
behind war than behind the armed peace.” (Lenin: Collected
Works.) The victory of socialism in the Soviet Union is a sign-
post to the workers and toilers of the capltahst countries'in their
struggle for emancipation. No single capitalist country is in a
position to conduct such a policy of peace as is being conducted
by the land of the proletarian dictatorship. “ On what does the
Soviet Union rely in this difficult and complex struggle for peace? ”
‘asked Comrade Stalin in his report to the Seventeenth Congress
of the CP. of the Soviet Union, and -answered the question as
follows:— :

“(a) On its growing economic and political power.

« {b) On the meral support of millions of the working class in
“an ccuntnes whe are vxtally interested in the preservation of
peace.”

“{¢) On the common sense of those cou'ntﬂes which for ‘this
or that reason are not interested in disturbing the peace, and which
wish to develop commercial relations with such a reliable customer
‘as the Soviet Union. And, finally, =
" (@) On our glorious Red Army which is prepared at - any
‘moment to defend our country against foreign- attack.

“On this ‘basis arose our campaign for the conclusion of pacts
of non-aggression and of pacts deﬁnmg the aggresser with our
neighbotiring  States.”

The Soviet Union utilises the I‘mperialist‘eontradictions to de-
fend the cause of peacg and of socialism, whilst at the same time
it maintains its ‘complete independence of the pohcy of the im-
perialist Powers to the last. Thanks to its pacts of non-aggression
with Turkey, Afghanistan, with the border States with Poland
and with France, its treaty of neutrality with Germany, and its
pacts for the definition of the aggressor with France, Poland, and
the.countries of the Little Entente, the Soviet Union has succeeded
in making the efforts of the War-mongers to deceive the masses and
jockey them into imperialist war considerably more difficult, efforts
which are being conducted under the cloak of “ Justlﬁable national
defence.” Without. falling victim to any illusions about the love
of peace of the capitalist States, the Soviet Union is utilising every
‘possibility, including, if necessary, thé League of Nations, which
has since lost its main significance as the international bulwark
for the maintenance of the Versailles Treaty and has become a
hintirance to the war-like intentions of Japanese imperialism and
‘German fascism, in order to isolate the war-mongers and assist
in the mobilisation of the international proletariat for peace and
against fascism. "As the guardian of peace and of sccialism, as
“the army of the emancipated workers and peasants, as the army

of the October Revolution, and as the army of the proletarian
dictatorship ” (Stalin), the role of the Red Army and the Red Navy
is exactly the opposite of the role of the armies of the imperialist
dictators and the fascist murderers. - The Red Army is the bulwark
of peace and socialist construction. )

“We stand for peace and champxon the cause of peace, but
we are not afraid of threats and are prepared to answer the insti-
gators of war blow for blow.” (Statin: Ibid.) Our fighting forces
are exactly in accordance with the level of development of our
country and they have not remained one step behind our general
Tapid developrnent and they will not be permitted 'to do so.”
(Voroshllov) The total volume of mechanical horse-power behind
each member of the Red Army has trebled since-1929. Fifty per
cent. of the members of the Red Army are either members of the
Communist Party or members of the Young Communist Leninist
League, almost the half of our corps of commanders are of prole-
tarian origin and over two-thu'ds of them are members of the
Communist- Partv This army will be in a position to implement
the warmng of the leader of the world proletariat to those who
should dare to attack the Soviet Union, namely, that such a war
would be “vth‘e most dangerous war of ail for the bourgecisie.” It
will be the most dangerous war of all not only because the peoples
‘of the Soviet Union will rally to defend the achievements of their
revolution-with their lives, but because such a war will be fought out
not only at the front, but behind the lines of the capitalist enemy.
“Let the bourgeoxsxe be in ho doubt about the fact that the
numerous friends of the Soviet ‘Union in Europe and in Asia will
do their utmost to deliver & stab in the back against their oppres-

‘sors who have dared to begin a criminal war against the fatherland

of the working class of all countries.” (Stalini) The Soviet Union
is the bulwark of peace amongst the peopleq and the bulwark of
the struggle of the working class and the oppressed peoples “for
emancxpa‘clon '

(9) The Second International, patched together-out of partles

which but yesterday were fighting each other to the greater glory

of their respective bourgeoisie, parties which were abandoned by
the most-¢lass-conscious and most courageous section of the work-
ing class at the time of the foundation of the Third International,
has utilised the time between the end of the first world war and
the approach of the second to do everything possible to destroy
the class unity of the workers and of the toilers in general against
the robber bands of imperialism and bourgeois reaction. The 4th
August, 1914, placed the tombstone on the grave of ‘the pre-war
Second Internaticnal. The- activity of the Second International
in the post-war period is cheracterised, above all, by: the direct
defence of bourgeois rule in an open and direct struggle against
the "proletarian revolution anti against the national-revolutiohary

‘movements for freedom. Intrigues and provocations against the

Soviet Uniion, 1ncwtenﬂent to attack the Soviet Union and the. de-
fence of ‘the interésts of 1mper1ahsm form the basis of the ac‘muty
of the Second TInternational. :

' The dlsruptxo*l of the ranks of the v&orkmg class by't those
Whose fate is indissolub! v, co*mected with the fate of the bour-
geoisié and who drive a new Wedge mto the ﬁg"htmg front of the
working class at every new development is proving ‘more than
‘ever ‘a hindrance to the struggle of the workers to-day. In the

'prepara’oorv stages of the new world war the Second International,

as distinct from 1914, has provided from its ranks a series of bat-
talions to join the ranks of fascism—the Akamazu party in Japan
which declares tHe reactionary monarchy, the imperialist robber
war and the war against the Soviet Union as the “ scaffolding for
the building up ‘of national socialism,” the Severings and Loebes
in Germany, the Renners in Austria, the ‘Neo=fascists in. France
who have sent their répresentatives into the cabinets of the bour-
geois reaction, de Man and his consorts in Belgium who are at
the head of the Belgian Neo-fascists, and counter-revolutionary
Trotskyism which provides the international bourgeoisie with the
vile slogans for the campaign of incitement against the Soviet
Union and the Communist International.

‘The Second International experlenced its first hxstoncal col-
lapse during the war of 1914-18. -At that time it decayed in. accord-
ance with the split in the imperialist camp. To-day the Second
International is passing through a new crisis and aligns its forces,
even before a war, at the side of the imperialist bourgeoisie.

This opén war policy of the Second International has caused

disruption in the ranks of a number of social-democratic parties
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even before the outbreak of the imperialist war, and in a number
of countries it has developed into the collapse of whole national
sections (Germany and Austria).

The division of the imperialist bourgeoisie into various camps
causes the complete international bankruptcy even in the pre-
paratory stages of the new imperialist war and divests it of its
character as a united organisation on an international scale. In
comparison with 1914 its present bankruptcy is far more complete.
The utter confusion which prevails both in the social-democratic
parties in the various countries and amongst the various groups
in these various countries in connection with the question of the
defence of the bourgeois finance-capitalist republican or fascist
fatherlands, the differences of opinion and the confusion which
reflects the confusion and antagonism which exists in the camp
of imperialism are so great that this international of capitulators
to fascism, of anti-Soviet war-mongers, and of pacifist deceivers
represents the chief source of impotence and demoralisation for
the proletariat. On the one hand the social-bankrupts are
zealously hanging around the ante-chambers of the bourgeois
governments which are preparing for the new imperialist war until
such time as they will be invited inside to take part in the
“ Ministries of National Defence” and crush the revolutionary pro-
letariat, and on the other hand they are doing their best to adapt
themselves to the growing revolutionisation of the working masses
and are using pseudo-radical and “Left” wing phrases in order
to smuggle through their capitulation to the imperialist bour-
geoisie. They are splitting the unity of the working class in the
interests of their own unity with the bourgeoisie, which is pre-
paring itself for a bloody campaign against the proletariat.

The attitude of the social democracy towards the imperialist
war which broke out twenty years ago led to an open split in the
ranks of the international working-class movement and it also
caused a split in the working-class movements in the various indi-
vidual countries. The urge of the working class for a joint
struggle against imperialist war bears in it the preliminary condi-
tions for unity of action against the class enemy.

(10) “The extraordinary acuteness of the internal class con-
tradictions in the capitalist countries and also of the international
contradictions indicate such a maturity of the objective condi-
tions for a revolutionary crisis that at the moment the world has
approached to the threshold of a new round of wars and revolu-
tions.” (Thirteenth Plenary Session of the E.C. of the C.1.) The
unexampled struggle of the Chinese Soviet Republic, the heroic
armed resistance of the Austriam workers against the Austro-
fascist rulers in February, 1934, the magnificent struggle of the
illegal Communist Party of Germany which is rallying millions of
workers for the struggle against the fascist yoke and against war,
the really Bolshevist fight of the Communist Party of Japan
against the military-police monarchy of the Mikado, against the
unprovoked attack on China, against the counter-revolutionary war
on the Soviet Union, and against Japanese imperialism and fascism,
a struggle which has the support of the working masses of Japan
and the sympathy of the workers of the world, the revolutionary
struggles in Spain, the rapid advance of the proletarian anti-
fascist and anti-war wave in France and .in all other capitalist
countries, the great strikes in the United States, which are deve-
loping into pitched battles on the streets—all these are facts which
prove undeniably the development of a new revolutionary upheaval
against capitalism all over the world.

The Gratitude of King and Country

For four and a half years the working masses of all the belli-
gerent countries sacrificed their all on the altar of capitalist profit
interests; for four and a half years they let themselves be slaugh-
tered and maimed; for four and a half years their wives and
children slaved in the armament factories to the detriment of
their health; for four and a half years the fields of the peasants
were devastated and their existence destroyed. And in the same
period the possessing classes reaped an enormous harvest of bloody
profits at the expense of the toilers.

“Your King and Country will remember you,” the soldiers
were told when they left for the front. Sixteen years have now
passed since the war ended, but if king and country remembered
the maimed men and their dependents it was at the utmost as a
tiresome burden. Where is the wounded soldier, the war widow,
the war orphan who can say that they have not been forgotten by
a grateful country? Where is the working class as a whole which
can say that the promises made to it were kept?

When the masses of the workers returned from the front and
were demobilised they found that production had been completely
dislocated, that in many cases their families had been broken up,
the factory doors were closed, prices had risen to tremendous
heights and taxes had increased in proportion. . The war had
brought with it a tremendous intensification of the international
class struggle. For the ruling classes the war was a fine piece of
profitable business, but for the broad masses of the toilers it
brought death, hunger, misery, and desperation. After four and
a half years of terrible privations and suffering the soldiers re-
turned to their homes with hatred in their hearts against the
governments. The women who had remained behind and who
had been robbed of husbands and sons also hated the govern-
ments, for they, too, had suffered—ruthless exploitation in the
munition factories on the one hand and semi-starvation on the
other.

The question of proletarian revolution, the question of the
seizure of political power by the proletariat was on the agenda,
and the ruling classes of all countries would have been hopelessly
lost had not the leaders of the Second International taken over
the role of “Bloodhounds” of the bourgeoisie and crushed the
strikes and revolts of the workers. In Germany and Hungary
in Poland and in Finland, in the Balkans and in Czechoslovakia
the answer of the bourgeoisie to the demands of the workers was
couched in the form of mass terror and mass slaughter. In the
“victorious” countries the cry went up: “The enemy will pay
everything!” but the tribute payments poured into the vaults of
the French, British and American banks. From 1919 to 1923 a
serious economic crisis paralysed the capitalist world. This crisis
was followed by a short period of relative stabilisation and then
again by the most terrific economic crisis which has ever shaken
the world, a crisis which continues to exist to-day in & more or
less violent form everywhere.

Condemned by the Versailles Powers to pay heavy tributes as
the penalty for having lost the war, the bourgeoisie in the defeated
countries passed the burdens on to. the shoulders of the toiling
masses. The building up of the devastated areas and the repair
of the other damage done by the war became good business for
the capitalists of all countries. For the working masses the tax
burden of the post-war period was more crushing than it had ever
been before. In the “victorious” countries the working masses
waited vainly for a decisive improvement in their situation. The
wave of inflation swept over Europe and plundered the workers
and peasants, the petty-bourgeoisie and the middle class. 'The
reconstruction of the capitalist productive apparatus in the period
of relative stabilisation cost the workers the rationalisation cam-
paign and subjected them to a murderous campaign of exploita-
tion.

The bourgeoisie, which had made concessions to the working
class in the immediate post-war period for fear of the social revo-
lution (the eight-hour day, social and unemployment insurance,
and certain parliamentary rights, etc.), now began to withdraw
these concessions one after the other in a protracted and system-
atic offensive against the working masses. Unemployment deve-
loped into a chronic mass phenomenon as never before. Fifty
millions of workers all over the world were flung on to the streets
for years, deprived of work and bread and fobbed off with a mini-
mum of support which was not enough to live decently and too
much to die of starvation. The young workers leaving school to
enter the world of labour found the gates of the factories closed
against them. They had no possibility of .entering the fleld of
productive labour and their lives developed aimlessly. Millions of
workers were placed on short time. Millions of workers were
robbed of their wages and of their unemployment support. The
bourgeoisie did not even make a halt at the miserable pittances
paid out to the wounded soldiers and the war widows and orphans.
A systematic campaign of robbery was conducted against them
all. When the ex-soldiers and the maimed dared to protest in
demonstrations against this robbery they were beaten up or even
fired upon by the police.

The post-war period opened up a vista of mass misery for the
workers of all countries. Police batons and police bullets were the
reward of the workers, not bread. “The gratitude of King and
Country ” turned out to be a cynical mockery.

The more intense grew the economic crisis an dthe more violently
the revolutionary wave arose, the more desperately the bourgeoisie
in all countries clung to power. And, finally, the moment came
when the bourgeolsie was unable to maintain its rule with the old
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parliamentary and democratic methods, and the shout for a
fascist dictatorship went up. The old methods of bourgeois demo-
cracy developed into a hindrance for finance-capital both in the
struggle against the revolutionary proletariat and in the prepara-
tion for the new war to redistribute the world:

) Fascism developed out of the bowels of bourgeois democracy
and was furthered by the social democracy with its policy of “the
lesser -evil.” For fourteen years the social democracy preached
that the path of bourgeois democracy was the path of the workers
to freedom and power. With the complete collapse of this policy
and the- utter bankruptcy of bourgeois democracy the mass influ-
eénce of the social-democratic leaders began to wane. In these
c1rcumstances the ruling classes were compelled to look for assist-
ance not only from the social democracy, but, parallel w1th it,
from fascism also.

To use the expression of Comrade Stalin, iaxlsm has become
“the rhost fashionable article in the stock-in-trade of the bourgeois
politicians ” and one of the chief reasons for this is the great role
which it is able to play in the preparation for the coming imperial-
ist war. Chauvinism and the preparation for war on the field of
foreign policy and the terrorist suppression of the working class
on the field of home policy as a necessary means for securing the
hinterland for the coming war have become the two pivotal points
of present-day imperialist policy. Like the adoption of a policy of
terrorist oppression at home, the adoption of an open policy of war
abroad is a sign of the weakness of the bourgeoisie. The develop-
ment to fascism has tremendously mtenSIﬁed the general danger
of war.

The _'esta;ﬁhs,hment of an open fascist dictatorship and the
letting loose of an unparalleled wave of terror against the working
people with a view to robbing them of all economic and political
rights represented the culmination of “the gratitude of King and
country.” The heroes of yesterday quickly became the *sub-
humans ” of to-day for the fascist bourgeoisie.

In Germany and Ifaly, Poland, and Hungary and in the Baltic
States, fascism is at the helm. It has robbed the working masses
of the last vestiges of their rights, and established a mediseval
regime of terror. The fascist dictatorship is striving to save the
threaténed bourgeois order of society with gallows and axe, to
solve the economic crisis at the cost of the masses, and to find a
way out of the impasse in foreign wars. At a time of revolutionary
advance the bourgeoisie was compelled to send its last fascist
reserves into the battle, and this was a sign of weakness, not a
sign of strength. The bloody mass terror against the working
people at home represents for the ruling class the conclusion of
the last war and the prelude to the next. “The gratitude of King
and Country!”

Book Review

Fasc1sm and Soctal Revolution*

. By R. Page. Arnot (London).

Comrade R. Palme Dutt has written a book which should
prove of the utmost assistance to all working-class fighters. The
title, “ Fascism and Social Revolution,” indicates :that Dutt sees
fascism in relation to the whole of social development, and to
the great question of our times, the rule of the working class or
the rule of the bourgeoisie. This gives the book the necessary
wide sweep which, together with its arsenal of facts and argu-
ments, makes it into a weapon for militant workers.

+ At the present time the danger which showed itself over three
years ago of a liberal attitude toward fascism is liable to crop
up in anti-faseist ranks, especially in the countries of bourgeois
democracy. In Britain and the United States the general wide-
spread opposition to fascism, understood .as Hitlerism, can pro-
duce a shallow unhistoric and abstract attitude which actually
plays into the hands of social democracy.

*R. Palme Dutt: Fascism and Social Revolution.
Lawrence, London. 5s.

Martin

Comrade Dutt, by his whole treatment, destroys this un-
Marxist and un-Leninist attitude to Fascism. In his first three
chapters he provides the setting that brings out the full
significance of fascism. The growth of the productive  forces,
the conflict of the productive forces against existing. society is
shown and illustrated with a wealth of material which -would
suffice & Stewart Chase or a Ludwell Denny, with the requisite
padding, for an entire book.

He then deals with the last attempt to restore pre-war capi-
talism and the collapse of the illusions of that stabilisation period
which leads to the economics and politics of the present period,
in which not only is there destruction of the productive forces
by capitalism, but an ideological revolt against the machine,
against Science. The  capitalists are revealed as the modern
Luddites, and the whole new acute stage of the fundamental con-
tradiction of capitalism is seen to be driving to “national self-
sufficiency ” and to war. Thereafter comes the analysis of the
class-content of fascism, which since the publication of the book
has had the effect of revealing that the New Leader, organ of the
LL.P., possesses reviewers who neither understand the meaning
of class struggle, nor even the manceuvres of their own party.
In attempting to controvert Dutt’s analysis, the New Leader only
shows that it would apparently accept any party which had
enrolled large masses in the ranks as thereby expressing the
permanent class interests of ‘those masses—a contention negatived
by the history of the social revolutionaries, as well as by the
fascist parties themselves. The IL.P. reviewer puts forward an
argument which, if it were sound, would have been a reason
against the original foundation of the I.L.P. The fact that such
a review either so muddled, or so disingenuous, could appear in
the central organ of the LL.P., reinforces the need for the widest
reading of the Communist argument as presented in a clear
manner in Duft{’s book.

‘The remainder of the book could serve as a commentary on
the characterisation of fascism and of social democracy, given
in the Sixth World Congress of the Communist International and

“in the succeeding Theses of the E.C.C.I, for which it provides

detailed proofs and modern instances. This essential work of
popularisation, the lack of which.is one of the greatest weak-
nesses of the movement, especially in English speaking countries,
is undertaken in a trio of chapters which tell how fascism came
in Italy, in Germany and in Austria. In these three chapters the
responsibility of social democracy is clearly brought out with
chapter and verse proof from the utterances and actions of the
social democrats themselves, and is finally driven home in a
special chapier demonstrating how sotial democracy is the twin
of fascism; how, in Stalin’s words, “ Social democracy objectively
represents the moderate wing of fascism.”

Contemptuously, and with the brevity it merits, the “ theory ”
of fascism is exposed, and it is shown as a development of dema-
gogy on a scale and manner never attempted before. A par-
ticularly telling exposure is given of fascism and the woman’s
question. The tendencies to fascism in Western Europe and
America are dealt with in special sections on Roosevelt, the
National Government and the Doumergue Government that came
out of the February days in France.

When the reader concludes the final chapter on the dialectics
of fascism and revolution and the fight against fascism, he realises
that he has in this book an arsenal of facts, arguments and proofs
with which to convince his fellow-workers who may still be bound
by the illusions of social democracy. But, above all, in the fighting
spirit of this book, in its feeling of class struggle and of the
certainty of vict;ory he will find the best antidote to the poison of
helplessness, of “we can do nothing,” “fascism is inevitable,” etc.,
which social demoncracy in Britain and other countries is aﬁtempt—
ing to spread throughout the working class.

With its clear and deep analysis, with its simplicity, com-
pactness and accuracy, and with its spirit of class struggle, Com-
rade Dutt’s book deserves to be translated immediately from
English into the other languages of Europe.
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