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The Great Strlke

of the American

Textlle Workers

By Aladar Komyat

The strike of the textile workers in the United States is one of
the greatest struggles which ever convulsed the fabric of American
capitalism. On September 1 over a million textile workers downed
tools or were about to do so, the negotiations between the leaders
of the reformist American Federation of Labour and the mediatory
organs of the government having proved abortive.

Seven hundred thousand cotton mill workers, 200,000 woollen
mill workers and 150,000 workers from the artificial silk mills are
the three great columns of the army of labour. The workers in the
clothing trades have proclaimed their solid sympathy with the
strikers. If the efforts being made to secure a sympathetic strike
of these workers are successful, then a further column of 100,000
workers will swing into the front line.

The strike is being fought for both economic and political aims,
and these aims have been formulated by the national congress of
the textile workers’ union as follows: (1) The untrammelled right
to organise, -including the recognition of the men’s union .as the
only authorised representative of the interests of the .textile
workers;. (2) the 30-hour week with the wages now being paid for
the 40-hour week; (3) the non-operation, or where they have
already been:applied the withdrawal, of the cuts in the present
wage tariff; (4) a minimum wage of 13 dollars a week for unskilled
workers, .of 18 dollars for semi-skilled workers, of 22.50 dollars for
skilled workers, and of 30 dollars for highly-skilled workers; and
(5) the abolition of the driving system together with the revision
of all the labour norms.

" The congress also adopted resolutlons in favour of the draft

Bill for unemployment insurance, of a campaign against the yellow
company unions, and for the reorganisation of the existing trade
unions along industrial lines.

Amongst the resolutions put forward at the congress was one
calling for the proclamation of a general strike in case of the out-
break of war, and another condemning William Green, the Presi-
dent of the AF. of L., for having betrayed the San Francisco
strikers. These two resolutions were rejected with 209 against 177
votes and 193 against 103 votes respectively, but the strength of
the minority vote in each case clearly indicates the growth of class-
consciousness amongst the members of one of the most reactionary
working-class organisations in the world and shows that these
workers are adopting political aims to an increasing extent. The
political character of the present strike is still further emphasised
by the fact that it is directed not only against the industrial side
of the National Recovery Act, but 'against the whole policy of the
N.R.A.

The textile bosses have brusquely rejected the demands of the
workers. They refuse to recognise the textile workers’ union, even
in face of the fact that that the National Labour Board; appointed
by President Roosevelt as a sort of arbitration authority, has in-
terpreted the violently contested article Ta of the N.R.A. to mean
that the organisation which has the greatest number of followers
in a particular factory is the only organisation entitled to nego-
tiate with the employers and sign agreements on behalf of the men.
Naturally, this interpretation does not mean that there are any
differences of principles between the Roosevelt government and
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the fidustrialfsts, or that the Roosevelt governgient has, to use thes.
words of the’ mdustnahst"‘organ& “ placed 1tsdf behing; the ﬁgh‘ﬁ'
ing textile workers.” .In viéw of the rapidly growing lesat.lsfa}
tion.*of the. workers the Roosevelt g6vernmeént is compelledto
manceuvre for a time. It is anxious to give this rapidly swelling
feeling of discontent & safety valve by making: concegstons.

of the A'F. of L.’and’ is confidenit that they will ‘eofitinueto listen:

to their master’s voice and do_everything poss1b,,1e o prevent the -

right to~ orga,mse “which has been granted to the workers from
bemg “ misused.”

On their part, the industrialists have nd less conﬁdence in the
leaders of the A.F. of ‘1. than has the government of’ Amierican
finanee-capital, but they are afra.lckof the workers.: They are afraid
that once the unions are recognised as the representatives of the
workers they may develop into powerful instruments of the workers
in -wage struggles. They-arfé afraid that the workers may break
down the limits set up by the leaders of the A.F. of L. That is the
reason for their differences of opinion with Roosevelt and their
determination to fight the present struggle out to a finish.

The textile workers afe amongst ‘the worst paid industrial
workers of the United States. Their wages are little more than
semi-starvation wages. ‘The average wage being: drawn by the tex-
tile workers up to the strike was even lower than the level before
the introduction of the N.R.A.-- Since the introduction of the
N.R.A. the averagé -hourly wages ‘of the textile workers have
dropped from 21 cents to-16 cents. On the other hand; the inten-
sity of labour has risen by from 30 to 100 per cent. More-and more
looms are being forced on to the workers. Further, since the intro-
duction of the N.R.A." the number of textilé workers employed has
diminished by tens of thousands.

For these reasons. alone therefore the demand of the textile
workers for wage increases is more than’ justified, but the textile
employers are prepared to agree nelther to increased’ wages nor to
shorter hours at the same rabe On the” contrary, they demand
further wage cuts, further" lengthenmg of ‘working hours and they
are threatening mass dismissals.

Both sides are preparing for a desperate struggle. The plan of
the textile bosses is to provoke bloody conflicts with the strikers
in order to have the pretext to drown the strike in blood. They
are anxious to use the fascist methods which were applied in San
Francisco and Minneapolis, and to use them on an even more
intense scale. They have already announced that they intended to
leave their factories open during the strike. for “ volunteers” and
that they will provide “adequate protection” for all scabs. Thou-
sands of professional gangsters and stool pigeons have already
been mobilised in order to provide this “adequate protection.”
The policy of the textile bosses is one of provocation and violence,
with attacks on the union quarters and upon prominent worker
leaders, and with volleys for the pickets. Despite their minor dif-
ferences with the Roosevelt governmen} the textile bosses reckon
with the support of the government. There is no doubt that, as in
San Francisco and Minneapolis, the National Guard will be mobi-
lised in the present strike on the side of the emnloyers. In Seneca
(North Carolina) federal troops have already been used against the
strikers, and this example will no doubt be followed in the other
federal States. ' !

The reformist leaders of the textile workers’ union and of the
AF. of L. gave their consent to the strike only under great pressure
from the masses of the workers. No. serious strike preparations
have been made and, in particular, nothing has been done to col-
lect funds to finance the strike; the reformist leaders have even
rejected the demand of the workers that collections in support of
the strike should be made in all trade union branches, preferring
to rely on the charity organisations to feed the strlkers as
“ persons without means of subsistence.”

The leader of the reformist textile workers’ union, Gorman,
declared at the recent national congress of the union that, “ Under
the given circumstances there was neither actual nor statistical
reason for demanding a general increase of wages in the cotton
and other textile trades,” and concluded his speech by expressing
hearty thanks to the Labour Advisory Board of the N.R.A. for its
“ friendly co-operation.” The same Gorman now solemnly promises
the textile bosses that he will do everything possible to maintain
“ discipline and restraint * amongst the strikers, and above_ all that
he will “ do everything possible to prevent any interference on the
part of the Communists in this absolutely unpolitical strike.”

“In,.
doing. this the government places its trust in the ret;prmxs} Jea rsv‘

Wmhowi ‘these a'emtrks we know qugweil tﬁxt trthormms
the MacMa}ions ang m Greens: %111 do erythnfg @ then‘ poier

to thraffle the strme ?
The Communist Party of” 'nw Umté% ‘States appéals to the
strikers to maintain proletarian. discipline in the. strike.and to
oppose all me attempts of the reformists to break the strike, to
organisg mass pfcketmg, to form factory strike committees, to do
theig beét to secure the outbreak of sympathy strikes on the part
of other*workers;-and to organise complete-unity of action amengst
the strikers themselves.

.~ In connection awith the big strikes.in Han Franeisco and Min-
neapoHs the Communist Party prophesied-that the coming social

- struggles inthe Unitgd States would take on still mgre powerful

forms; and the: outbreﬂ( of-the grea,t strike of the textile workers
has proved the correctness of this standpoint to the hilt.

Politics

Foreign Political Review of the Week

Since the Soviet government declared that in the interests of
world peace it would be prepared to co-operate with the United
States, France and other countries to prevent world war, and that to
this end it would even be prepared to become a member of the
League of Nations, an organisation which, since the resignation of
Germany and Japan, is dominated by States whose immediate in-
terests demand the maintenance of peace at least’ for the moment,
one of the usual anti-Soviet campaigns of incitement has been
organised. This campaign of incitement was systematically in-
tensified and is to reach its ctlminating point before the autumn
session of the League of Nations, at which the willingness of the
Soviet Union to join the League of Nations is_.to be given a prac-
tical form. The leadership of this campaign is in the hands of
Japan. The contention of the “Tass” agency that the breaking
off of negotiations by Japan was a piece of blackmail in order to
force down the price asked by the Soviet government for its rights
in the Chinese Easterni Railway has beer proved again and again
by the continued provocations of the Japanese 1mper1ahsts The
time for the staging of the deliberate provocative acts in Man-
churia was chosen to take place immediately prior to the opemng
of the Autumn Conference of the League of Nations. -

Japan has its allies in Europe also. First of all there was the
usual hardy. annual “ starvation in Russia” campaign opened up
by thie British press, taken aver in stilk more reckless farms by the
German press, and continued loyally by the press of the smaller
countries. “A mllhon .and a half corpses of starved peasants
arotind Kiev-” wasthe keynote this time. This campaign coincided
with increased activity on the part of the Russian White Guardists
and with the German-Polish machinations against the proposed
Eastern Pact. And when all these efforts gave no promise of suc-
cess a direct campaign of incitement against the Soviet govern-
ment was-opened up with a view to preventing it joining the
League of Nations. The * Osservatore Romano,” the official mouth-
piece of the Vatican, informed the world that “the civilised
powers” could not possibly accept a barbarous country like the
Soviet Union into ‘their midst, a country whose chief crime in.the
eyes of the Vatican is that it has abolished the exploitation of man
by man, and at that in:the middle of a great economic crisis. The
Belgian, Dutch and Swiss press repeated this “ moral objection ” in
chorus, adding many little variations of their own.: Already the
enemies of the Seviet Union began to count the noses of the “ No-
voters ” : Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, - Hungary; Yugoslavia,
Poland, Uruguay, Paraguay and Bolivia, and reckoned that at least
a full third of the members of the League of Nations would vote
against the acceptance of the Soviet Union into the League, a cir-
cumstance -which would effectively prevent its entry. i

At .the time of writing it would appear that Holland, Belgium
and Canada were contemplating open retreat.  Poland, as its
spokesmen now declare. was always in favour .of ec-operation with
the Soviet Union. The South American countries never intended
to vote against the Soviet Union -and so on. And Switzerland?
The attitude of Switzerland is of importance for one reason only,
namely, that it is, so to speak, the host of the League of Nations,
and any hostility on its part could be'accompanied, apart from the
provocation of such an action, by chicanery towards the Soviet
delegates. However, the Italian “ Corriere della Sera” of Septem-
ber 1 expresses the opinion that just the fact that Switzerland is
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the host of the League of. Nations will cause it to abandon its atti-
tude. What the Italian newspaper means can be seen still more
clearly in a° Paris’ report of the .Swiss newspaper “Neue
Zuericher Zeitung ” of September 2, which writes 1 — :

. “People in Paris are asking whether the Swiss are pre-
pared to take the consequences which must result from their
attitude, i.e., the loss of the League of Nations headquarters.”.

.. 'Will the Swiss bourgeoisie. risk losing the custom of the League
ot ;Nations? - It is quite possible that the Swiss government may
declare that its attitude has been guided not by any hotelier
egoism, but by the finer feelings of hospitality. However, the

foreign committee of flie Swiss federal ‘barlianent has passed a

resolufion calling on thé government to instruct its delegates to
the League of Nations to vote against accepting the Soviet Union
as & member. of the League. On the other hand, the central com-
mittee of the Swiss section of the League of Nafions Union has
voted overwhelmingly- in favour of the acceptance of the Soviet
Union and calls upon the Swiss government to withheld its vote
at the coming session “as a ‘Yes’ vote seems hardly possible and
a ‘No’ vote would be against the convictions of a large portion of
the Swiss population.” The resolution even points out that the
admission of the Soviet Union to the League of Nations “ would
very probably serve the cause of peace.”*

The change in the feelings of the world was brought about by
the decisions of a conference of the Baltic Stales, which has turned
a deaf ear to the entreaties of the Polish Foreign Minister, Beck,
and has refused to permit itself to be harnessed to the war chariot
of Germany and Poland. The decisions of the. conference repre-
sent ‘a ‘strict repulse to both Poland and Hitler Germany. - The
fiasco of the latest anti-Soviet campaign is crowned by the latest
bandit attack on one of . the trains of the Chinese: Eastern Rail-
way. This time Japan has gone a little too far. In order to exert
pressure on the Soviet Union and to persuade it to abandon its
rights in the railway for a song, the Japanese military authorities
have given the bandits a free hand, they have permitted them to
be armed and equipped from the Japanese arsenals, and they have
steadfastly refused all the proposals of the Soviet railway authori-
ties for effective measures to stop the bandit menace. The latest
bandit raid is an international scandal with tragic consequences
for foreign passengers, including a number of American. citizens.
The report of the Japanese and Manchurian newspapers that the
bandits went to work with brassards bearing the words “ Friends
of the Soviet Union ” and that “ a Russian passenger ” directed the
attacks of the bandits from the train, is so grotesque that it will
inevitably receil upon its perpetrators. The fact that Japan
has gone a littlé too far in its campaign against the Soviet Union
and that it has achieved the opposite effects both in ‘Asia and
Europe have now compelled it to retreat, but only temporarily.
However, this retreat will seal the fate of the latest anti-Soviet
campaign of incitement. : )

According to official reports from Paris and London, both the
British and French governments hayve been prominent in remov-
ing hindrances to the entry of the Soviet Union into the League
of Nations. We have repeatedly written in these columns con-
cerning the changed attitude of France towards the Soviet Union,
and we should like to remind our readers of our remarks concern-
ing the parliamentary session of July 13 in London with regard to
the attitude of Great Britain. Mr. Stanley Baldwin openly re-
ferred to the Rhine as the new frontier of Great Britain, and
Winston Churchill declared that Germany was a menace to the
peace of the world because it was under the control of irresponsible
adventurists. Such men, Churchill “declared, might plunge the
world into war from one day to the next. Great Britain therefore
declared -itself in favour of the proposed Eastern Locarno pact
with a view to holding Hitler Germany in check. Since then the
fears of the British government have received new fuel. The
events of July 25 have shown clearly that the Hitler government
has no scruples whatever about plunging the world into war if it
suits the national socialist book. Every day since then shows that
national socialist Germany has not abandoned its old plan with
regard to Austria, and that it is forging new provocative plans, this
time against the Saar district and against Memel. To-day there is

* Since the above was written the Swiss government has never-
theless finally decided to vote again the aceeptance of the Soviet
Union as a member of the League of Nations.—ED.
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Dletely fros hand AERILgt Nnsan T pered, Germany & com,
has also promised German; . tree hand e vgry hkgly tha:t l?ola,nd:

. y a free hand against Lithuania-in' the:
Memel question? . j
. The French Cabinet has recently dealt with Hitler’s machina-
tions in the Saar district and great pains were taken to see to it
that public opinion was informed about the question. Obviously
that is'the preparatory stage to bringing the whole question before
the League of Nations. ] )

’;he quarrel over the body of Austria has already led to a very
considerable aggravation of the relations between Italy and Yugo-
slavia. The .Yugoslavian government has offered the Austrian
Nutional Socialist Legion an asylum, it is feeding them and has
left them with their arms so that Austria has armed legionaries’
on its flanks both in Germany and in Yugoslavia. At the instance
of Italy the Austrian press has now adopted a sharper tore
towards Yugoslavia. The retort of Yugoslavia has been addressed
not to Austria, but directly to Ttaly. 'The Belgrade “ Vremie”
writes : — ) S

“To-day we haye the right to ask who it was who financed

Vantcha Michailov' and the Macedonian Committee for years

’ in order that their followers should make armed raids on Yugo-

slavian territory? Who systematically provoked revolts on the

part of the Albanian Catholics in order to justify Italian inter-
vention?” Who is re-arming Hungary? Who is it who is main-

.taining the notorious Ouschtach, consisting of bandits, in the

neighbourhood of the Yugoslavian frontier?

“If you want the truth you shall have it,” is the tone of the
polemic at present being conducted, and the truth that is coming
out in this quarrel between thieves lights up the situation glaringly.
It is not difficult to see for what both neighbours, Italy and Yugo-
slavia, are préparing. . .

- The preliminary skirmishing for the London: naval con-
ference in 1935 is to follow on the Washington naval conference of
1932 and on the London naval conference of 1930 is already in full
swing. It is reported again and again that Japan is about to give
notice to end the Washington agreement. The Washington agree-
ment would be automatically extended for:a further period of years
unless it is ended by notice of one of the parties to it this year.
However, that would mean that Japan would have to put up still
further with the present naval ratio of 5:5:3 as against America
and Great Britain. Japan demands naval parity, particularly with
regard to the United States: On the other hand, Japan is unwill-
ing to provoke American hostility at the moment in view of the
serious situation Japanese imperialism has created in Manchuria.
The question is therefore occupying the experts: will Japan give
notice to end the Washington agreement or not?

Last week the Japanese Cabinet adopted a decision which
means a conditioned notice to end the agreement. 'FThe Japanese
government proposes that naval forces should be divided into
« weapons of defence ” and “ weapons of attack.” The “ weapons of
attack ” should be restricted, it proposes, and the “weapons of
defence ” enlarged. All those naval arms which Japan feels to be
particularly valuable to itself it declares to be “weapons of
defence,” whilst all the others are “ weapons of attack.” Above. all
Japan is in favour of the abolition of aircraft carriers
which represent such a powerful weapon for the United States in
view of the fact that it has almost no bases in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean and none at all on the Aslatic side. It would not be
difficult to imagine the answer of the United States to this
proposal. However, the Japanese government, declg.re categoric-
ally that unless its proposal is adopted it will give notice to end the
Washington agreement.

The events show again and again that the course of develop-
ment does not proceed uniformly and evenly. Although th_e final
outburst of the conflict is being postponed again and again, the
imperialist antagonisms are rapidly increasing to an mpolerable
pitch and the danger of imperialist war is steadily increasing.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY IN VIENNA
Vienna, September 1.
The Young Communists, in revolutionary unity with the
Young Socialists, celebrated the International Youth Day by street
demonstrations and flying red flags. In DPrigittenau .mounted
police attacked one of these demonstrations, and drew their swords
to disperse the crowd. A number of young workers were arrested.
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The Restoration of the Hapsburgs and the

Little Entente
By Victor Zitna (Bucharest)

The Danube Basin still remains the chief dangerous spot -in
Europe. The imperialist contradictions which have accumulated
in this part of the Continent for years threaten to break out at any
moment.
countries which are defending the Versailles system, namely,
France and its allies, and the revisionist block.

The whole system of alliances and treaties can undergo im-
portant changes at decisive moments. The French press was com-
pelled, not without annoyance, to refer to the attitude of Yugo-
slavia after July 25, which energetically reacted to the concentra-
tion of Italian troops on the Austrian frontier. This action placed
France in an awkward position, as she was determined, in the
event of the Nazi putsch being successful, to support Italy.

Writing in the “ Figaro,” Vladimir D’Ormesson, after declaring
that Central Europe forms the key to the problem of peace, states:

“ Tt suffices to take as an example the excitement displayed
by the Yugoslavian press in connection with the concentration
of Italian troops in order to realise what serious conflicts can
break out any day in Central Europe.”

The failure of the Nazi putsch of July 25 has by no means
cleared up the political situation in Vienna. On the contrary, with
the murder of Dollfuss the mtrlgues between the various im-
perialist Powers for hegemony in the Danube Basin have increased.

Whilst Hitler has had to retreat for the time being and to
adopt certain measures against the Austrian Legion in Bavaria,
Mussolini is striving to obtain a firmer foothold in Vienna.

Italian imperialism, which has succeeded by the Pact of Rome
in bringing about a certain understanding between Italy, Austria
and Hungary, is continuing its efforts with the aim of opposing the
Little Entente with the bloc of revisionist Powers and at the same
time preventing the Anschluss, which would open the way for
Hitler to the Balkans. The countries of the Little Entente, in
spite of their antagonisms, are united.in declaring that they will
oppose with every means a revision of the peace treaties. Rumania
and Yugoslavia have gone so far as to declare that they would
prefer the union of Austria with Germany to a Hapsburg restoration.

“The revision of the peace treaties means war,” proclaimed
the whole of the Rumanian press on the occasion of Barthou’s visit
to Bucharest: And the latter declared that France would protect
with its' five million bayonets every inch of territory of the Little
Entente. Immediately after July 25, conferences of representatives
of the Little Entente met in Prague and Belgrade in order to dis-
cuss the eventuality of Italian troops marching into Austria. And
it ‘'was only thanks to the intervention of the Quai d’Orsay that a
moderate tone was maintained in the communiqué intended for
the press.

In this strained international situation there is again open talk
of a Hapsburg restoration. According to press reports, Prince
Starhemberg, the chief of the Heimwehr, has paid a visit to Mus-
solini in order to prepare for an official visit by Chancellor
Schuschnigg. The real object of Starhemberg’s visit, however,
was to come to an understanding with the Duce regarding the
measures which were to be adopted after July 25. It is an open
secret that, of the Heimwehr and the Christian socials which at
present form the government coalition in Vienna, Mussolini gives
preference to the Heimwehr and combats the influence of the
Christian socials, who enjoy the sympathy of the Vatican and of
President Miklas.

It is certain that the problem of the Hapsburg restoration
occupied an important place in the conversations between Star-
hemberg and the Duce. For the rest, it is significant that at about
the same time the ex-Empress Zita held a family council in Via
Reggio (Italy), and rumours were current that Alphonse XIII had
been sent to Belgrade in order to discuss with Alexander
Karageorgevitch the conditions which were to be fulfilled in the
event of a Hapsburg restoration. In an interview granted to the
“Echo de Paris” Prince Starhemberg openly declared: “In any
event 90 per cent. of the Austrian population prefer the Hapsburgs
to the Nazis.”

The French press, even if it emphasises that the Austrian
problem is an international problem, is compelled to declare that
the Hapsburg restoration is the last measure coming in question
against the Anschluss.

Whilst Starhemberg prepared the ground in Rome, Chancellor

The fight is being openly conducted between those

Schuschmgg proceeded ‘to Budapest.. For the Hungarian bour-
geoisie the revision of the treaties is not completely synonymous
with a restoration of the Hapsburgs in Vienna. They would cer-
tainly submit conditions in the case of this eventuality being
realised. It is certain ‘that these questions were diseussed on the
oceasion of Schuschniggs® visit to Budapest. At the same time
Hungary is seeking other points of support. In this connection the
improvement of relations between Hungary and Poland, which last
country is strongly interested in the maintenance of the Versailles
Treaty, is worth noting: :

It is unnecessary to say that all these mtngues for the restora-
tion of the Hapsburgs have led to serious threats of war in the
countries of the Little Entente.

In a leading article devoted.to the Austrian problem, the
“ Universul ” of Bucharest declares —

“For the maintenance of peace there are two categorical
conditions on which no compromise is possible: complete in-
dependence of Austria and the final removal of the Hapsburgs.”
And the reactionary Rumanian paper declares:—

“ Austria must remain independent not only as a political
State form, but it must also be kept outside of the exclusive
influence of a great Power.”

This is a plain hint to Mussolini.

Chancellor Schuschnigg is visiting Rome earlier than was
originally intended. Important changes can take place in Vienna
from one day to another. Armed intervention is being openly con-
sidered in the capitals of the Little Entente. But the soldiers of
the armies of the Little Entente will, under the leadership of the
revolutionary organisations, refuse to march on Vienna and will
fraternise with the Austrian workers and soldiers.

The Pohsh Stavisky Affair

By J. Rada (Warsaw).

The corruption affair of the joint stock company which con-
trols the biggest textile undertaking in Zyrardov, near warsaw
and the suicide of one of the most prominent representatives of
the Pilsudski camp, the lawyer Lednicki, form the foreground of
a scandal which allows us a glimpse behind the scenes of the
fascist Pilsudski clique.

Even the former Finance Minister Matuszevski, who is the
present chief editor of the government organ “Gazeta Polska,”
declares that “the Zyrardov affair, by reason of its flagrancy,
has become a symbol of capitalist morality in Polag ” Of course,
starting from this assertion he wishes to make a distinction
between “sound, honest, solid” capital and “speculative, fraudu-
lent” capital. It is equally. a matter of course that he makes
Polish fascism the guardian angel of all capitalist virtues, but sees
in the French cotton king, Marcel Boussac, the owner of the
greater part of the Zyrardov shares, the embodiment of all that
is eV1l

Polish fascism more than ever needs pretexts in order to
attribute to the foreign capitalists all the harm it has caused.
The sham fight against foreign capital is calculated to cloak the
attack against the remnants of social insurance and the setting
up of cOncentratlon camps. Therefore, the FPrime - Minister
Koslovski, in his programmatic speech, fulminated against foreign
capital whlch he declared, “ would like to work in Poland as in a
colony.”

For many years M. Boussac enjoyed the friendly protection
of the Polish government. The factory in which he invested his
capital was run in accordance with the “sound principles” of
capitalist rationalisation. The numebr of workers employed in
this factory declined in a few years from 10,000 to 1,800. The
workers’ strikes were crushed with the aid of Pilsudski’s police.
Zyrardov, the town of unemployment, misery and -starvation,
existed in order to.increase the “ justified profits” of M. Boussac.

Matuszevski now states in his article that Boussac inten-
tionally. caused the Zyrardov factory to be run at a loss. M.
Boussac’s Zyrardov factory had to buy raw material at exorbitant
prices from a French trading company owned by M. Boussac, in
order, later, when it got into financial difficulties, to obtain credit
at the extortionate rate of 24 per cent. interest from a financial
institution in which M. Boussac. was interested. M. Boussac, it
is said, cheated the small shareholders. In March last, on the
proposal of the Polish shareholders, the Zyrardov factory was
placed under a board of control. . The representatives of the Polish
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shareholders entered into a fresh agreement with Boussac, “not
even for a mess of potage but for a stinking sausage. & .

One will rightly ask: how was it possible that™ this whole
scandal could go on for so many years unohserved? - -

The people who concluded the “shabby” agreement are in

the government  camp. The agreement was concitided on the
estate of the prominent member ‘of the’ ‘government party, Senator
DObleckl, with his partlclpatlon and " that of ahother fascist
economic leader, General Platovski. “Prince Radziwill, the deputy
chairman of the governthent ‘block and chairman-of the Foreign
Comniittee of the Sejm, and Zaleski, who was for years Pilsudski’s
Foreigh - Minister, “were appointed representatlves of the Polish
shareholders to serve on a committee of arbitration which 'was
to be forméd.” The “Polonia” writes: “TIn’ order to pacify their
consciences a remuneration 0f*250,000 zloti way prov1ded for Qhem hig
The “ stmkmg sausage” was thus adapted to- the appetite of hxgh
standing Pilsudski people.
7 "Matuszevski is compelled to admit that "‘the agreement m—
cludes the names of people who are in our camp.” He thereby
wishes to create the impression of bemg ruthless towards people in
his own camp and that the goverriment has no hand in the
unsavoury affair. 'I‘he accused Senator Dobiecki, however,
openly’ declares that the committee of shareholders, of which he
was at the head, conducted negotxatlons for six months with the
French majority of .shareholders, and this fact was. known to
everybody. The committee itself ha.s pubhshed a declaxatlon in
whlch it is stated:’

“The attitude of the commlﬁtee was communicated several
txmes, verbally and in wntmg, to the State authorities.”

The government clique had ‘a.hand in all the business which
it now describes as shabby. It is now, however, using the whole
affair for the purpose of its shameless demagogy, It is not at
all a question whether the leaders of Polish fascism were aware
of the Zyrardov affair, rather is it a question why they suddenly
prefer now to raise an outcry about it.

One reason is the strained Pohsh French relanons If, there-
fore, two of Boussac directors are for the moment under lock and
key, if even the complaints of the. French ambassador.are rejected
by the Polish ministerial councﬂ the two gentlemen have to
thank M. Boussac less:than M. Barthou, and much less the
Zyrardov pact than the proposed Eastern Laocarno Pact. The
government wishes to make use of the Zyrardov affair as a dema-
gogic pretext for its anti-French foreign policy, for its pro-Hitler
work against peace in the East.

The second and most important reason 1s the chque struggle
in the Pilsudgki camp, which is becoming increasingly  bitter in
face of the insuperable difficulties and the growing resistance of
the working class. It is intended to shift the crimes of the regime
on to- the opponents of the clique. . .

“The Zyrardov affair,” writes. the “Polonia,” of
‘August 9, “shows that people cannot expect any consideration
if ‘they stand in the way of the plans of the government.”
Lednicki, who was involved in this affair as legal adviser of

the company, has fallen victim to this clique struggle. He played
a ‘prominent part in politics and was deputy in the first Russian
Duma. Apparently, he belonged to the group which was opposed
at the time to the leading government clique. The national demo-
cratic “ Gazeta Warszavska,” of August 16, casts suspicion on the
haste and certainty with which some newspapers attributed
Lednicki’s suicide exclusively to the Zyrardov affair. The paper
calls attention to certain circumstances which lead one to con-
clude that Lednicki’s death was not altogether a case of suicide.

The working class will thwart the attempt to make out of
the Zyrardov affair fresh agitation material for Pilsudski fascism.
Zyrardov does not stand alone; the workers in the whole of Poland
are plundered by native and foreign exploiters with the same
methods as those employed by Boussac. The Zyrardov affair, as the
expression of the disintegration within the government group,
has its counterparts in other fascist countries. This disintegra-
tion will accelerate the unity of the workers. It is precisely in
Zyrardov and the neighbourhood that the united front offer of
the Communist Party has met with the greatest response. Workers
are uniting for the fight against wage robbery, against those
responsible for their misery, who are not only Boussac but in the
first place Pilsudski. The united front against the regime of
exploitation, of deceit, bloody terror and war preparations is being
set up in the whole of Poland.

The Drought in the U.S.A. and Roosevelt’s

Agranan Pohcy
By T. L. B.
. 'The terrible drought from which many countries in the world
suffered, has’ been particularly severe in the United States. The

fitst heat wave in May had disastrous effects on the grain crop.
The chiéf damagé, however, was caused by the later heat waves,

. espec1a11y those at the end of July, which destroyed the maize and

other fodder, as well as the cotton crop in the Eastern districts.

The tamage is enormous. It was only thanks to the exn.stence
of considerable surpluses from the previous year that it was pos-
siblé to’avoid the necéss1ty of importing agrarian products. Cattle
breeding’ has been very severely hit as a result of the lack of
fodder. ‘The farmers, owing to lack of feedstuff, are obliged to sell
their cattle at ruinously low prices. Others are transporting their
cattle from ‘the drought districts to places where there is still
pasture. The poor farmers, who are unable to afford the cost of
transport, have to drive their cattle over distances of 100 miles
and more: . But even then they encounter great difficulties, as the
governers - of several States, in accordance -with the capitalist
maxim, “everyone for himself,” have prohibited cattle being
brought in from- neighbouring States. Even according to official
estimates it is reckoned that about 400,000 farmers’ families will be
without means of existence until the harvest of 1935.

The agrieultural :crisis in the United States confronts the
Roosevelt government with difficult tasks and hampers the activity
of the organs of the “New Deal” which are intended to exercise
control over agriculture. The main work of the Agrarian Office for
the regulation of agriculture, known as the A.A.A. consisted in
limiting the area under cultivation and reducing the supplies of
agricultural products in order to achieve so-called. “ parity prices,”
that is to say, the pre-war relation between the prices of the in-
dustrial and agrarian products. For this purpose agreements were
éoncluded with thousands of farmers in the grain-growing districts,
by which they were assured premiums in return for limiting
the area under cultivation. Similar agreements were concluded 1n
the cattle-breeding and ¢otton-growing districts

The drought has greatly facilitated the work of the A.A.A. One
would have thought that the poverty caused by this disaster would
have settled the question of the continuance of the A.A.A, as its
task consisted mainly in restricting agricultural output and thereby
raising prices. - But the A.A.A. is continuing its activity. The Roose-
velt government, which came into power mainly with the aid of
the farmers’ votes, has worked out a large-scale programme of
relief for the farmers hit by the drought and for this purpose has
demanded 525 million-dollars from Congress. The “ programme of
action ” proposed by the government provides for immediate relief
for the ruined farmers and also measures for combating drought.

- As'a means of direct relief for the most seriously affected dis-
tricts it is planned to export cattle and import fodder, as well as
to accelerate the slaughter of cattle for canning. In some of the
seriously affected districts farmers- are to be granted reduced
freight rates for the transport of cattle and the purchase:of fodder.
In certain other' districts where the area under cultivation has
been reduced, in accordance with agreements, it is permitted to
sow rapidly growing sorts of fodder. There is also talk of trans-
ferring thousands of farmers’ families from the drought-stricken
areas to climatically more favourable districts. An examination
of the distribution of sums intended to combat the drought, and
still more the practical measures and methods of this work, deprives
this programme of the halo with which the propagandists of the
A.AA. would like to invest it. In addition, the measures adopted
change the original character of the whole programme.

It is intended at the same time to furnish a justification for
the existence of the A.A.A. The official propaganda of the A.A.A.
is being renewed in two directions. On the one side attention is
called to the effective aid rendered by the A.A.A. to the distressed
areas. On the other hand, the propagandists of the A.A.A. seek to
persuade the farmers that the measures of the A.A.A. are the best
possible measures for averting future drought disasters. Atten-
tion is called to the effectiveness of the premiums paid to the
farmers for reducing the cultivated area. The advances paid to
the farmers are now being converted into insurance premiums.
which will secure them a certain income in the event of drought or
other national disaster. The representatives of the A.A.A. forget,.
however, that the original intention of the premium was the exact
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he refused permission to the surgeons. to. perform ;an- éperation
contrary : namely, to get rid of the unsold surplus a.nd not make
up for a shortage. They also do not mention that thoiisands of
farmers who have not concluded agreements to limit the cultivated
area—these are mainly poor farmers who cannot allow. themselves
the luxury of reducing the area sown by them—do not enjoy
charitable support ‘from the A.A.A. They get nothing from ‘the
insurénce premiums. ‘The ‘A.A.A. is taking a furtheér step in order
to justify its existence.” Its initiators regarded it as a temporary
organ, the task of which was to solve the problem of restoring
parity of prices. “Now, however there is no longer any talk of the
temporary character of the A. A.A. The price relationship of .the
pre-war period-has not’been reached by a long way. In May, 1933
the farmer’s dollar rose to 61, but. in May, 1934, it had dropped to
51. The representatives of the A.A.A. wish to broaden” the scope of
their task by declaring that they have to prevent not only “over-
fattening ” as ‘a result of’ _superabundance (unsaleable products of
agriculture), but also “ emaciation ” as a result of shortage (caused
by the drought and other natural dlsasters)

The premjums pard out by the A.AA,, therefore are tb- have
a permanent character. The originators of this'plan do not; how-
ever, say from what sources they intend to pay these premiums- to
the farmers - ‘when, as a result of the systematic restriction -of pro-
duction-and the natural disaster which has now occurred, prices do
actually achieve the longed-for “ parity.” There is increasing doubt
whether it will be possible to pay these premiums from the proceeds
of the special taxes now introduced, as not only the representatives
of industry working up agricultural products but also the farmers
are protesting against the burdens which trustified industrial
capital is shifting on to them as consumers.

The situation confronts the A.A.A. with great difficulties. The
chief difficulty consists in the fact that the damage caused by the
drought has proved far greater than the government had calcu-
lated. ‘As a result a new situation has arisen. It is being asked
whether it would not be better to abandon “ planning “ and leave
every farmer free to determine his plan of production himself.

Thus the representatives of the A.A.A., from boasting of their
work, are now driven to defending the same. The accusation is
brought against the A.A.A. that it takes advantage of the drought
disaster tp buy cattle at ridiculously low prices, and on the other
hand compels the farmers to limit producmon As the newspapers
write : farmers who in the evening have concluded bargains for the
sale of .their caJttle, change their decision in the morning. if it-has
happened to rain during the night. - This proves how loath they
are to part with their cattle. It is especially the poor farmers who
hang on to their few cows. Many farmers also. recognise that the
help. granted them by the A.A.A. has in fact been converted into
help for the creditors (the banks, etc.). The financing of the
purchase of cattle benefits the owners of the slaughter-houses and

the canning factorles, whose business has considerably 1mproved
of late.

All these circumstances increase the discontent of the masses
of farmers and reduce the chances of the A.A.A: to strengthen
its position and make capital out of its measures in connection
with the drought.

Development of the Network of Retail Trade
In the first half of the present year all the trade organisations
worked to extend the network of trade. Numerous new shops,
special ‘stores and stores dealing in goods of a high quality have
been opened.

_In connection with the organising of the People’s Commis-
sariat for Internal Trade, the Council of People’s Commissars has
decided to dissolve the “ Committee for Goods Funds and Regula-
tion of Trade” attached to the Council for Labour and Defence.

The All-Russian Central Executive Committee has decided to
form a People’s Commissariat for  Internal. Trade of the
R.S.F.SR. Central Executive Committees of the Autonomous
Republics ‘and Regional Executive Committees have been called

upon likewise to organise People’s Commissariats for Internal
Trade within ten days.

The supply of cigarettes for Moscow has increased of late.
Moscow now receives daily 25 million cigarettes, including a great
quantity of cheaper varieties.

German:
After the Defeat of Hitler

'I‘he doubhng of the antl-fascrst votes and the diminution of
the national socialist votes by 25 mlmons an’ astonishing” result
which ‘even the national _socialist meports were compelled to

admit, surpnsed ‘the massés in ,Germany ho less than public
opinion abroad. The conviction’ that Goebbels would fake and
cook to his heart’s content in any case was so. widespread that
neither on the night of the poll nor the next day was. there a.ny-
thmg like, the usual interest shown in . the wireless and news-
paper reports of the polling. The' 1mpressron was-therefore aIl the
stronger  when unexpectedly the. authontles "confessed thlers
defeat and the unexpected success of the’ anti-fascist ‘propaganda.
The feeling of millions of Gérman voters was expressed the next
day in_the remark frequently heard .from_the more intrepid:
“Had T known that so many would vote against Hitler T’ would
have voted agamst him myself 7 and "“If they dare .to ‘risk
another elect*on it will be the eénd of their swindle.” ~

" 1n view of the general conviction that the whole election was
a fake in any case, the activity of our coinrades was all the more
valuable. Our work in ‘connection with the plebiscite was in fact
one of the highest points of the anti-fascist mass agitation. The
resourcefulness and technical capa.cmes ‘of our comrades was
demonstrated in such incidents as the transforming of the “ Yes”
into “No” overnight on such governmental placards as the one
which showed a huge plcture of Hitler agamst a background of
tens of thousands with the inscription: “We are all voting Yes!”
Our little stickers in bright red with the mscnptlons “Vote No!
Hitler means Hunger and’ Misery. Thaelmann means Work,
Freedom and Bread!” were stuck up everywhere on house doors
and on walls,

- In many parts of Berlin the police removed all the telephone
books from the public telephone boxes because they had been
used for anti-fascist propaganda In" Berlin alone millions of
stickers, leaflets and posters, ‘both printed and cyclostyled were
used -during -the election ca.mpargn

The positive results of ‘our propaganda and agitatiort were
seen- clearly in the eléction Yesults, whilst the tremendous cam-
paign carried on by the national soclahsts with all the resources
of the State and huge funds at their ‘disposal was ineffective.
Goebbels and ' the other fascist leaders made a mad miscalcula-
tion in their estimate of the temper-of the masses. The meetings
at which “the leaders” spoke were well attended, because they
‘were more or less compulsory, and attendance could be controlled,
but a truer picture of the feelings of the masses was given by the
attendance at the squares and open spaces, where -loud-speakers
had been set up to broadcast the speeches. At all these points the

‘attendance from the point of view of the national socialists was

lamentable. The only life that was.in these gatherings was where
our comrades mixed with the audience and started discussion
groups. . There was general dissatisfaction with the whole national
socialist campaign, which was more like a circus. :“If he’s so
sure of himself, why does he spend millions trying to persuade
us?” was a view repeatedly expressed.

The exploitation of the “Hindenburg Testament ” made no
impression on the workers at all, for the “defender of the con-
stitution ” no longer possessed any:authority amongst them. The
broadcasting of the memorial service for Hindenburg was not
received with any friendliness in the factories. In- the one-time
German Nationalist Scherl Undertaking the workers and clerical
employees remained seated, despite the fact that they were called
upon to stand up as a mark of respect. At the well known works
of Erich and Graetz, in Berlin, the workers were all assembled
in the courtyard to listen to the broadcast. When it was con-
cluded the leader of the National Socialist Factory Organisation
struck up the “Horst Wessel Lied,” but not a soul joined in, and
he broke off in great embarrassment.

Amongst German Nationalist circles, in which the name of
Hindenburg is still respected, the conviction is general that the
“Testament” is a forgery. The story is current that just before
his death Hindenburg was surrounded by Hitler’s agents and that
all his former friends were kept away from his bedside, not even
von Papen and his old friend von Oldenburg-Januschau being
permitted to see him, and that Hindenburg was in such a state
of despair at the bitter role he was being compelled to play that
he refused permission to the surgeons to perform an operation
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which might have lengthened his life. .These rumours, which are
now current amongst the German -Nationalists, may be in part
inventions, designed to save Hindenburg and his:German Nation-
alist friends from -the responsibility which falls:on thém for the
crimes. of ' the Hitler. regime, -but. they are exiremely interesting
as an indication of the change which: has. taken place ‘in the
feelings -even of the reactlonary petty»bourgeome masses’ agamsb
Hitler, "
Although the number of antl-Hltler votes which Goebbels was
compelled to admit this. time: was: much larger than expected,
there is a general conviction that this: tinteralso a great amount
of national socialist jerrymandering: went on. The activity. of
cur comrades to secure a control in the:local polling booths-have
confirmed this conviction. : For instanece,-just.in.those-local polling
booths where ‘large: Communists votes were usual on former .occa-
sions, the national:socialist election officials-ejected outsiders from
the ‘booths when the counting :‘Began, although it is supposed to
be carried out.under public control. In a dozen polling booths in
the east of Berlin, where our conrades were -able to exercise a
control, the percentage of anti-Hitler votes 'was from .35 to 40.
In many districts: where the anti-Hitler: voting: was known to be
very high the workers looked at each other after the announce-
ment of the results, asking: “ Where are the ‘No! * votes; then? *’

The inhabitants of a tent colony in.the ‘neighbourhood of
Berlin, 100 strong, marched together to the local polling station.
When the results were announcetl it was seen that, according to
the official figures, ten people had" voted “No!'* al’t.hough every-
one knew that the tent-dwellers had voted “No!” to a man,
not to speak of other voters. In one Berlin polling district the
national sécialist polling inspector was compelled to confggs that
more “Yes!” votes had been turned in to him than there were
voters on the lists. The man promised that an inquiry should be
held, declaring that Hitler did not want any ‘swindling and that
“ over-_zealous ” elements had been responsible for the fake.

An important.point is also the excessive number of absent
voters ballot papers which were issued. No less than three million
such papers were given out by the authorities, who declare that
the holidays accounted for the great number, No doubt many
of these papers were taken by anti-fascists, who felt that it would
be safer for them to poll their votes in some other “district, or
by persons who did not wish to take the risk of votlng “No!”
and did not want to voté at all, but who hoped to protect them-
selves against the visits of local storm troop detachments by
taking out such absent voters papers. In '‘fact, those persons who
took out such papers were practically compelled to vote “Yes!”
because the goyvernment issued special instructions that such
papers should be sent back to the authorities and that they should
be specially marked. In this way absent voters were. unable to
dodge voting- without the authorities becoming aware of it.

Compulsory votmg was very strictly organised in Berlin. Each
house or group. of houses was under the contrél of a. national
socialist, who was given a list of all the voters living in his
block. At mid-day he was informed who had not yet voted, and
these persons were then systematically hauled along to the polling
booth. It is clear that with such an organisation “political sus-
pects ” were closely watched, and every effort made to intimidate
them into voting for Hitler. For anyone a little nervous, the sight
of the columns of uniformed national socialists outside the polling
booths, and inside, too, right up to the ballot boxes and the desks
at which the voting took place, was usually enough intimidation.

The national socialists themselves have flatly contradicted
their own statement that the election was a free ome without
intimidation by their own over-zealousness. An example is the
“election result” in the concentration camp in Dachau, in which
there are 1,572 prisoners, who naturally all had to vote; 1,554
voted “Yes!” and 18 heroes voted “No!” or spoiled their ballot
papers. In other words, Hitler has nowhere more steadfast sup-
porters than in his concentration camps!

Thousands of “over-zealous” national socialists have been
released under Hitler’'s “amnesty,” but to give the affair some
semblence of reality, a few anti-fascists have also been released.
It is reported from a concentration camp in North Germany that
workers were suddenly turned out of the camps on to the roads
without a penny in their pockets for fares, and without being able
to inform their relatives. Some of them were re-arrested immedi-
ately at the railway station and sent back again to the camp. The
contradictory orders of various authorities were once again turned
into sadistic torture for defenceless prisoners. The number of

anti-fascist -workers arrested before and after the plebiscite far
exceeds ‘the number of those .released under the amneésty. ' In
many .districts scores of suspected workers were arrested before
the plebiscite as ‘“a precautionary measure," in ‘order -to weaken
the anti-Hitler propaganda.

» As'far as the leading bodies of the fascist State were con-
cerned fheir determination to fake the resiilts of the election and
to use tefror to intimidate the electorate was by no means less
than ‘at the last plebiscite. The reason why they met with less
success-this time was, first of all, on account of the. increasing
strength of the anti-fascist movement, and, secondly, on account
of the demoralisation which is-rapidly spreading - in the fascist
ranks:” In Berlin, for instance, there has as yet been ho serious
attempt “to clean the ranks” of the brown -Storm troops, whose
numbers - dre- very little lower than they were before June 30.
However, it is well-known that this is due to lack of time and
opportunity ‘and that the great “clean ‘up”: is to come soon,
perhiaps after the party congress in September. ‘As:a result, the
members i of the storm troops are no'longer as ‘zealous as they
were. - In order to-terrorise millions of electors and fake millions
of election results the authorities need sométhing more than the
bad will of Goebbels and a- few thousand corrupt officials. The
support of millionis of fanatical supporters is necessary.. This sup-
port has weakened, whilst on the other hand the strength, courage,
determination and numbers of ‘the anti-fascist éamp have grown.-

* "However, the effects of the terror and the falsification were
sufficient to keep down the “'No' ” “votes. ‘The real total of the
“No!” vates was probably nearer ten millions, whilst at least a
similaf number ‘would have voted “No!” but ‘for the widespread
terror and intimidation.

The deep dissatisfaction which was makmg itself felt amongst
those masses who still support the national socialists even before
the ‘plebiscite will increase rapidly now that the plebiscite - has
resulted in a clear reverse for Hitler. People who swore by Hitler
only a short time ago, and who are still his supporters, are
frequently heard expressing the sentiments: “ We are on the down-
grade now,” “We are approaching the abyss,” “ Hitler won’t last
more than another six months at’ the most.”

The Hitler clique itself has obviously been deeply shocked by

the result of the plebiscite, and the “victory enthusmsm ” ramp

sedulously organised from above, deceives no one any longer The
national socialist press is making use of the .most puerile excuses
to cover up the defeat. For instance, the newspapers point out
with simulated pride that Hitler had received twice as many votes
this time as Hindenburg received at the last presidential election,
as though one could possibly compare a plebiscite under terror and
mtumdatlon concerning a fait accompli with a. normal free elec-
tion with various candidates! Referring to.the unfavourable

" comparison with the last Hitler plebiscite, the ¢ Voelkischer

Beobachter ” declares that such a comparison must not be made,
because at the last plebiscite the issue at stake was a foreign
political one, on which naturally. the nation was more united and
emphatic. The national socialists seem suddenly to have realised
that their “Heaven-sent. Leader” enjoys no such “united and
emphatic suppqrt ” now. The recent plebiscite may‘also not be
compared with the last Reichstag’s election, declare the national
socialist newspapers, because then there were 40 people on the
national socialist list who were not membersof the National Social-
ist Party. Yesterday the national socialist press declared that the
personality of “the Leader” was above all criticism, and that the
whole German people was one and united in his support, and now
the *“Voelkischer Beohachter” declares that a list on which, n¢’
only Hitler, but also a number of people who are not national
socialists are put forward, has a greater drawing power than th™
great “Leader” personally!

Hitler’s appeal after the plebiscite begins with the illuminating
words: “The fifteen year struggle of our movement for power
in Germany ended yesterday,” In other words, so long as Hin-
denburg was alive power was not in the hands of the national
socialists! This victory fanfare compares peculiarly with the
memorial hymns of praise just sung for Hindenburg. The old
man had to die before Hitler could boast complete vietary. In
the same appeal, drawn up in the night following the ptebiscite,
Hitler announces “a determined, persistent and brilliant struggle
to win over the last remnant of the German people to national
socialism.”

Up to the present this struggle has not been particularly bril-
liant, but it has distinguished itself by a spate of new threats.
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Goering: has declared to the “ Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung ” that,
“ those who voted ‘ No!’ will not actually be punished, but if they
dare to conduct their propaganda or commit criminal actions they
will feel a fist of iron.” The national socialist “ Angriff” has
discovered a hotbed of “No-voters” in the reading-room of a
bookshop on the Kurfuerstendamm, where foreign newspapers are
to be had, and it overwhelms them with a flood of vulgar abuse.
The “Voelkischer Beobachter” speaks of “isolated grounps of
Communists to- which thg State will continue to pay close atten-
tion,” and points out-that the results of-the plebiseite have shown
these groups to be particularly strong in Hamburg :and Leipzig.
It also refers menacingly to the “former strongholds of the Centre
Party ” in Western Germany, And, in fact, such results as that
reported from Aix-le-Chapelle, where 33 per cent. of the electors
voted “No! ” are a mene tekel for the Hitler regime in the coming
plebiscite in the Saar distriet.

Hitler’s appeal declares that if national socmhsm has sue-
ceeded in winning 90 per cent of the population, then it must
be possible to win the remaining 10 per cent. also, but at the
same time the national socialis{ press abuses this 10 per cent. as
“ egoistic,” “incorrigible,” - “ unpolitical,” “personally vexed -ele-
ment,” “hostile to the people,” etc. In point of fact, the problem
for Hitler is not to win over the masses of the Communist, social
democratic and Catholie electors who together total: about 50 per
cent. of the electorate, and whom he has never in fact really won,
but in a situation jn which his influence is on the wane to prevent
the anm-fascxst masses rising in open, revolt and to prevent the
further fallng away of his own mass basis.

The Cathohc electors have obviously not been in the least
impressed by Hitler’s declaration in his Hamburg election speech
in favour of “positive Christianity.” Words are far too weak to
repair the damage doné to national socialism amongst the Catholic
population of Germany by the series of murders committed against
leading Cathohc officials. and politicians, .and to call” off the
crusade against the Catholic mass organisations now at a moment
when “such a retreat would so obviously be a forced one would
not do much to improve the temper of the Cathohc masses from
the national socialist, point of view.

The working-class problem is still more difficult for Hitler,
for in view of the inexorable and intensified development ‘of the
econiomic crisis, the capitalists are not inclined to make their
‘national socialist lackeys any material concessions. The “bril-
liant” coup to which Hltier is said to be referrmg in his appeal
following on the pleb;smte is & proposal to dismiss the incompetent
toper Ley, who is now at the head of the national soc¢jalist “ Labour
Front,” together Wlth ‘his staﬁ and to replace them by a handful
of renegades from the former reformist trade union movement.
Since the financial state of the “ Labour Front” has been investi-

gated by auditors, acting for the National Socialist Party, the.

wildest rumours are current concerning the defalcations said to
have been committed by Ley. For the moment Ley is still in
a position to defend himself by sending his “slanderers” into
concentration camps and by thundering against the “malcon-
tents” in the camp of the former trade unionists and in the
employers ‘organisations. : Next week he is to address a big meeting
in Breslau, but perhaps he will suffer the same fate as his colleague
Roehm, who also promised. to “come back from his “Leave of
absence,” but never ‘did: In any case, it was interesting to note
that Ley’s services were not called upon at any time throughout
the plebiscite campaign. :

The fact that negotiations are actually proceeding ‘behind
the scenes between Hitler and Leipart and Co., is  confirmed
by a statement of the Social Democratic Party (now safely in
Prague), according to which it will refuse to have anything to do
with social democrats who place themselves at Hitler’s disposal.
Now that the fiasco of the “Labour Front,” a mammoth organ-
isation without any influence on the masses of the workers, has
become obvious to everyone, Hitler obviously intends to try his
luck with something which looks a little more like a trade union,
and is led by a group of “tried and trusted” trade union leaders
of the old school in an effort to prevent the indignation of the
workers in the factories from breaking out openly in the coming
severe winter months.

This plan of the fascist dictatorship confirms once again how
correct and necessary was the appeal of the Communist Party of
Germany to the masses to begin building up the trade unions
again as united fighting organisations of the working class. Hitler
intends to use the former social democratic and Catholic trade

‘tions.

union leaders in order to split the unity of the workers. The
Communist Party- appeals to all former members of the social
democratic and Catholic trade unions to. work with .their Com-
munist feHow-workers to build up united trade unioms, capable
of carrying on the struggle of the working class for its demands.

The plebiscite .of August 19 was the first clearly visible suc-
cess of the anti-fascist mass work in Germany, a success which
can be denied by no one and a success which stirred up the masses.
The Communist Party has conducted this anti-faseist struggle from
the first day of the fascist: dictatorship with unfailing heroism
and dogged persistence. The success of this struggle ="ould have
been still greater if the Communists had been joined in an anti-
fascist united front to an even greater extent by the masses of
the social democratic and Catholic workers. .This task is hefore
the. Communist Party now more urgently than ever before. The
path which the German workers must take is that from mass
agitation te mass action, from the heroic struggle of an advance
guard to the struggle -of the broad masses. The blow which the
fascist dictatorship received on August 19 must now be followed
up by still:-heavier blows, until :the fascist giant with the feet of
clay topples 1n ﬁnal destruct!on ‘to the ground.

Reich’s Bankrupt Schacht Announces New
Desperate Measures

Germany and the world are stﬂl waiting for t.he “ bnlhant »
plans which Hitler says he has up his sleeve to win the remaining
10 per cent. of the German population to. national socialism, but
up to the moment the curious have had to be content with the
plans of the economic dictator, Reichsbank Director Schacht, as
laid down by him in a number. of pronouncements. However,
there is nothing “brilliant” "about Schacht’s plans, which are
dictated by the desperate situation of German capitalism and
spiced with Herr Schacht’s own violent aberrations, mental con-
fusion and incalculability. The vacillating policy of Herr Schacht
is calculated to increase rather than diminish Germany’s economic
and financial difficulties and to accelerate the approach of the
final catastrophe.

" On the.eve of the pleblsclte, which had such an unexpected
and’ emharrassmg result, Schacht gave an interview to the
economic editor of. the “Ceske Slove,” the mouthpiece of the
Czechoslovakian Foreign Minister, Benes.  In answer to a question

concerning the prospects for the development of Germany’s trade,

Schacht complained bitterly that foreign exporters were showing
unwillingness to deliver goods to Germany owing to the fact that
they saw no security for the payments due to them on such
deliveries. “ Whoever does business with Germany,” declared
Schacht pompously, “should know that he will receive payment.”
He, Schacht, would see to it that confidence in international
obligations was once again restored One cannot help thinking
that Schacht is hardly the man to inspire confidence in obliga-
When the German mark was stabilised Schacht swindled
millions ‘of small”German savers of their last penny, and now
he is swmdhng foreign credijtors of their money by his conduct
of the finances of the German Reichsbank.

When asked about the significance of the decree apportioning
foreign means of payment for the import of raw materials, Schacht
let' the cat out of the bag when he’declared:

“The decree was necessary. In many cases our competitors
have worked against us with the story that substitute materials
were being used in German production to replace raw
 materials.”

In other words, Schacht has promised the German exporters
foreign means of payment to enable them to import raw materials
in order to persuade foreign public opinion that the German
exporters are not using substitute materials in their products.
Neither Schacht’s goodwill nor his capacity offers any guarantee
that this promise will be kept.

Schacht had nothing to say about the prospects of improving
Germany’s balance of foreign trade, although that would be the
only way of securing the.necessary imports of raw materials. All
he did was to repeat the old and empty threat that Germany
would seek its salvation in substitute materials and thus make
itself permanently independent of the world markz*¢ He also
announced that Germany intended to stop completely all its
citizens leaving the country for holidays, etc., abroad. Naturally,
this measure. would not favourably affect the German balance of
payments to any considerable degree.
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A week after the interview with the representative of the
“Ceske Slovo” Schacht delivered a speech at the traditional
Leipzig Fair, which is, by the way, a fiasco this year as far as
foreign exhibitors and foreign purchasers are concerned. In this
speech Schacht was compelled to admit the utter failure of the
bureaucratic limitations of imports which have been introduced
up to the present. The prohibition of a number of raw materials
to enter Germany had led to foreign exporters sending them to
Germany in a half-finished condition. As a result Schacht now
proposes to drop the previous system of foreign payments distri-
bution and-to introduce a new system, according to which goods
may ‘be imported only on a foreign: payments permit.

In this way Schacht hopes to bring Germany’s imports into
relation with ‘Germany’s capacity to pay and to prevent foreign
debts for goods mounting up which Germany cannot meet. It
is clear that this system will mean a tremendous bureaucratic
hindrance to forelgn trade, and will in fact render invalid all
existing foreign tradé and fereign payment agreements. Schacht
himself declared that he was well aware that the new system
would lead to a very considerable limitation of impcrts, but he
omitted to mention that it would also mean a very considerable
diminution of Germany’s export trade and the..acceleration of
the ruin of Germany’s export industries. Like the fox who assured
himself that the grapes beyond his reach ‘were certainly sour,
Schacht’ solemnly denied the “tendencious reports” that Ger-
many intended to open up negotiations with foreign countries
with a view to obtaining new credits.

The eﬂ’ect of Schacht’s Leipzig speech was bad enough
abroad, because it represented nothing less than an announcement
that Germany intended to put all the existing agreements out
of force; but not content with this, Schacht, followed up his provo-
cative policy by a speech which he delivered on August 30, at a
-conference of agronomists in Bad Eilsen.. In this speech he
declared that Germany had paid off 14 milliards of its foreign
debt of- 25 milliards, though he did not mention that 4 milliards
were. hquldated by ‘currency depreciation. At last,. however, he
declared, Germany s transfer capacity was “ completely exhausted.”
There were, he said, two. possibilities: either Germany’s foreign
creditors -must accept. paymenﬁ in goods or they must strike off
Germanys obligations as bad debts. However, neither alternative
was pracf‘,lca.ble, and therefore a middle course between the twe
would have to-be found: Germany’s foreign trade would have to
be. encouraged - and Germanys foreign debts would have to be
diminished. = A few 3ears ago this middle course might have been
possible, but to-day the situation was such that nothing remained
but to grant Germany a complete meoratorium for a period of
years, in order to permit its economic and financial recovery, and
also to reduce the burden of foreign debt to such a volume that
Germany would then be able to. carry.

It.is just three months ago that Germany, through the mouth
of Schacht, asked for a six months’ moratorium without being
able to secure the agreement of Germany’s foreign creditors.
Three months later the same man declares that the situation
has worsened so catastrophically that Germany’s transfer capacity
has been destroyed for years to come. But he is not satisfied
even with this.- Whilst demanding a postponement of all pay-
ments for a pericd of years and the striking off of ‘a portion of
the private debts, he at the same time announces Germany’s
desire for new foreign credits, although a week before, at the
Leipzig Fair, he denied that Germany harboured any such wishes.
“It will then, that is:to say, after the moratorium and the abate-
ment of a portion of the foreign debts) transpire quite naturally
that Germany will receive such material credits as are necessary
to permit it to exercise its normal purchasing vower on the world
markets.” : -

But why on earth should the foreign finance capitalists who
are unable to get their money back from Germany once again put
their hands deep into their pockets? Schacht hopes that he
can ‘soften the hearts of the foreign moneylenders by frightening
them with the spectre of Bolshevism. He declares that. unless
Germany was given its rightful place in the world  economic
system there could be no improvement in the world economic
crisis. Bolshevism, he declared, found ‘a4 more favourable breed-
ing-ground in the present world economic crisis than even in
the immediate post-war years, though not in Germany, for, accord-

ing to.Schacht, national soc1ahsm “throttled Bolshevism at the
last .moment.”

i

Does Schacht really believe that he can convince his American
colleagues that the mass strikes going cn in the United States
would cease if they flung another milliard or two into Germany’s
greedy maw? If he does, the echo which his speeches have pro-
duced abroad is not encouraging. The English “Financial News
publishes an indignant article on Schacht with a stinging title,
“The Finance Policy of Gangsterdem,” and declares that his
policy represents the principles of national socialism transferred
to the field of high finance.

The Swiss “Neue Zuericher Zeitung” is a little more polite,
but none the less emphatic. It writes:

“There is no doubt that Schacht’s speech will produce
indignant protests in all the creditor countries. The remarks
which Schacht made last Sunday at Leipzig Fair were repulsed
with great energy in the British financial press. His announce-
‘ment that still further import restrictions are now to come
into force has produced a state of indignation in some coun-

“tries which is hardly capable of intensification.

The same newspaper then sketches the results of any attempt
on the part of Germany to repudiate its foreign debts:

“There is no doubt that such an action would meet with
intensified resistance abroad, and would in fact produce an
actual economic war on many fronts, a war which would
damage Germany’s export industries to a tremendous
extent. . . . Above all, however, Germany's foreign credit
would be irretrievably ruined cnce and for all.... Ger-
many’s moral and financial credit, which has not been quoted
very highly in internaticnal circles for some years now, would
be utterly destroyed for a long time to come. It is astonishing,
therefore, that the President of the German Reichsbank dares
to speak of new foreign credits in the same breath with his
proposals for a complete moratorium and a considerable abate-

_ment in Germany’s foreign debt, and to say that he hopes
to obtain such credits when Germany’s present debt burden
has been shaken off or at least reduced to a tolerable volume.

_ Who is likely to lend Germany any money after Germany

. has resolutely and ruthlessly repudiated its old obligations? ”
. And, in fact, it is astonishing how the German capitalists
think they can treat their foreign .business colleagues. It is
well kKnown that the German import firms are completely
dependent on the Reichsbank’s distribution of foreign means of
payment, or, in other words, on the German gevernment in their
payment of their foreign debts. However, when the British
spinning and yarn merchants tried to obtain payment of the
money owing to them by German importers by sending a deputa-
tion. to the German authorities they were coolly informed that

_the whole . affair was a private matter between them and the

German import firms, and that they should settle it with the
latter. The mouthpiece of German finance capital, the “ Deutsche
Volkswirt ” comments cynically:

“Tor months now the Reich’s Economic Minister and the
President of the Reichsbank have repeatedly informed the
world of the serious state of Germany’s foreign means of pay-
ment. If under such circumstances British exporters con-
tinued to export yarn to Germany without heeding the warn-
ings given to them, then the German government has not the

“onus of settling any difficulties which may in the meantime
have arisen as a result of an aggravation of the foreign means
of payment shortage in Germany.”

The German government refuses to give the necessary foreign
means of payment to the German import firms to pay for the
goods which they have ordered from British merchants. Why,
then, were the British exporters so foolish as to supply goods to .
German importers whose capacity to pay for them depended com-
pletely on the bureaucratic measures of a government of gang-
sters? But the “Deutsche Volkswirt’™ goes even further and
declares insolently:—

“ We fail to understand why the British government does
not come to the assistance of the British exporters with credits
in order to enable them to bridge the difficulty and continue
exporting their goods.

If the German importers are unable to pay for the goods re-

’cewed because the German government refuses to free sufficient

foreign means of payment to enable them to do so, then the
British government should pay in order that the British exporters
can supply still further goods to the German importers. The Ger-
man capitalists take up the attitude that they are doing the world
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a favour in purchasing raw materials from it even if they do not
pay for them. If the foreign exporters are unable to see this
point of view, then Germany will begin to produce its own raw
materials. Schacht has an answer ready to the objection that
Germany would damage only itself if it worked with expensive
and inferior substitutes:—

“It is no use telling us that Germany would damage only
itself thereby. We know that very well, and we shall do it
only because we have no foreign means of payment with which
to pay for foreign imports.”

That is a frank confession of the bankruptcy of the national
socialist economic policy. Let Hitler try to persuade the fools that
it is a sign of German “brilliance” when the German masses once
again have to wear clothes made of nettles and shoes of cardboard
and eat jam made of turnips. Schacht cannot try the same trick
on an audience of capitalist experts, and he is therefore compelled
to admit that his plan has nothing of brilliance about it, but that
it will have to be adopted because he can see no other way out.

It is a fact that under any capitalist government the world
economic crisis would have affected Germany more seriously than
other countries owing to the disadvantages placed on Germany
by the Versailles Treaty, but that Germany is now heading direct
for an economic catastrophe at a time when the worst point of
the crisis has been passed in all other capitalist countries and the
period of depression is opening up, is due solely to the adventur-
ousness, irresponsibility and incompetence of the economic policy
of Hitler’s Third Reich.

The wasting of Germany’s fund of foreign means of payment
in insane armament plans, the ruin of Germany’s export trade by
the policy of provocation against the Soviet Union and by the
whole foreign political policy of German fascism, by the excessive
import duties on agricultural commodities which have undermined
Germany’s trade relations with the agricultural countries and
increased the costs of production as compared with Germany’s
industrial competitors despite the miserable wages of the German
workers, the squandering of State money by fascist corruption and
the bureaucratic disorganisation caused by the issue of innumer-
able and constantly changing instructions, all these factors have
tremendously intensified the crisis of German monopoly capital-
ism and threaten the whole German economic system with cata-
strophe.

Already even the official statistics are being compelled to
register the drop in employment, the extension of short-time work
and the lowering of wages whilst prices are rising. Many attempts
have been made to hide the truth by cooking the figures, but the
result has been that the statistics issued by the various authori-
ties contradict each other. According to official figures the num-
ber of hours worked fell from 55.4 in May to 54.4 in July, or by 2
per cent., a figure which is not credible because a drop in produc-
tion is reported uniformly from all branches of the manufacturing
industry working for immediate consumption, and it is known that
in the textile industry, for instance, there has been a drop of up
to 30 per cent. But the coal-mining, steel and rolling mills also
show a drop in July as compared with May. Only the production
of pig-iron is a little higher. However, the official figures contend
that despite the drop in production the number of workers em-
ployed has increased, thanks to the spread-over from 58.7 per cent.
to 60.1 per cent. of the total capacity in July. The fraudulence of
these figures is revealed by the statistics of the health insurance
institute, which admit a reduction of 27,000 in employment from
May to July. Referring to this contradiction the * Deutsche
Volkswirt ” observes:—

“With a declining volume of trade and industry, the con-
tradiction in these figures would seem to indicate an increase
in invisible unemployment. However, this conclusion is in
contradiction with the figures of the Reich’s Statistical Office
which reports an increase in the volume of employment in
industry. Before coming to any more or less arbitrary con-
clusions, which in all probability will be drawn in any case by
hostile circles abroad, it would be better to wait and see if the
various statistical offices (labour exchanges, health insurance
institute and the Statistical Office) can come to any compen-
satory result themselves. It would appear as though a minor
technical statistical error in the report of the health insurance
institute were responsible for the trouble.”

That is a plain hint to the health insurance authorities to
“co-ordinate” their statistics a little better in the interests of
national socialism. Heavy dismissals are known to have taken

place in industry during the past two months, and this fact now
finds confirmation in the report of the Unemployment Insurance
Institute. From April to July last year the number of workers
receiving unemployment insurance support decreased, according
to the official figures, by 126,000, and in 1932 the official figures
even reported that they had decreased by 400,000. In fact, in no
year of the crisis was there any increase of unemployment in
these months, which are favoured by much seasonal employment,
but always a decrease, but this year in the same period the un-
employment insurance authorities admit an increase of 70,000. It
is quite certain that the regulations controlling the payment of
unemployment insurance support were not any the less strict this
year, but the increase in dismissals was obviously too great to be
completely ignored, and that at a time when the number of task
workers was limited to 280,000.

The brutal attack on the masses of the unemployed workers,
their violent expulsion from the towns and their transport into
the country districts, where they must work for the peasants for
starvation wages or beg their living on the roads, is to be carried
on with increased intensity this year. Schacht has transferred his
dictatorial powers in all questions referring to the employment of
labour-power to the President of the Unemployment Insurance
Institute, and the latter has now issued a general prohibition ef
the employment of workers under 25 years of age, with the excep-
tion of married men, “old fighters,” those who have served in the
labour camps a certain period, and former members of the army
or navy.

Apparently the national socialist leaders think that it will be
easier to shunt off the younger workers into the country district
when they have been flung out of the factories than the older
workers. With this order fascism, which likes to pose as a move-
ment of the youth, reveals itself as the deadly enemy of the work-
ing youth.

The provision excepting “old fighters” is obviously intended
as a measure to clean-up the factories from politically suspected
elements. The national socialists also hope that the older and
married workers who are to take the places of the expelled younger
workers will show less resistance to wage-cuts, etc., for fear of
losing their jobs than the younger workers did. And, further, as
the older workers were for the most part erganised in the reform-
ist trade unions, this attempt to reshuffle the strata of workers
in the factories is probably connected with Hitler’s plans to re-
place the bankrupt national socialist “Labour Front” with a
pseudo trade union formation under the leadership of “tried and
trusted ” former reformist trade union officials. The “Deutsche
Volkswirt” finds a diplomatic formulation for this when it
writes:—

“It is hardly likely that the elements against which Dr.

Ley is fighting have not yet recognised that the national
socialist idea has completely excluded the possibility of eco-
nomic struggles, such as strikes and lock-outs, and the class
struggle in general, and that in practice national socialism has.
thank God, completely abolished them. However, as the Italian
example shows, a certain organisation of the parties to the
tariff agreements is not incompatible with the authoritarian
commonwealth State, and, after all, the trade unions were
egged on to the great misuse of their powers by the political
parties which to-day no longer exist.”

The “ Deutsche Volkswirt” then goes on to point out that the
final settlement of these questions does not lie in the hands of the
“Labour Front,” but in the hands of the National Socialist Party
itself; that is to say, not Ley, but Hitler is the man to carry out
the orders of German finance-capital.

It is our duty to see to it that this plan to form “trade unions
without the class struggle” on Italian lines and with the assist-
ance of German d’Aragonas meets from the very beginning with
the united resistance of the German working class. Although
those workers who were formerly organised in the social democratic
trade unions may still be in disagreement with their Communist
fellow-workers on some political questions, there is no question
that the great majority of the German workers are in agreement
that the working class needs trade unions in order to fight the
class struggle for the demands of the proletariat and not to lead
them by the nose in Hitler’s interests and at the behest of finance-
capital.

The most urgent task of the moment before the German work-
ing class is the united organisation of all workers, irrespective of
their political opinions, in a solid front against wage-cuts, dis-
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missals, rising prices and compulsory banishment into the rural
areas. The intensification of the national socialist terror with
new mass arrests, brutal prison sentences and further executions
which has taken place since the 19th August shows that the ruling
powers in Germany fear the growth of mass resistance. The pro-
letarian united front which is the guarantee of the victory of the
proletariat will arise in Germany in the struggle against hunger
and terror.

The International Youth Delegation in Berlin

(From the “Runa ” Special Correspondent)
Ziirich, September 3.

On August 21 the delegates sent by the Anti-Fascist Youth
arrived in Berlin from England, France, and Spain, and at once
commenced to carry out their task.

In the afternoon of the 21st, and on the following days, we
visited the workers’ districts of the city in order to inform our-
selves as to the lives and conditions of the German workers. We
divided ourselves into three groups, two being composed of one
Frenchman, one Englishman, and one Spaniard each, the third
of two Englishmen and twe Spaniards. I accompanied the French-
man Berthelot and the Englishman White to the workers’ district
of Moabit.

After concluding their tour of Berlin, the groups met again
and exchanged impressions and experiences. We were all struck
by the almost total absence of Nazi flags and symbols in the
workers’ districts.

In the parks and streets, and in the restaurants, we got into
friendly conversation, not only with workers, but with the land-
lords of the small restaurants, and with the people in general.

In the Kleinen Tiergarten we heard from an unemployed man
the depth of want and misery into which the unemployed are
plunged; their benefit has been cut down bit by bit till nothing
remains but a ridiculous starvation pittance.

When we stated, in a restaurant in Moabit, that we were the
International Delegation for the Release of Thaelmann, we were
surrounded 2t once by the landlord, his two sons, and two work-
men from the next table. One of them explained the meaning of
our delegation to the others by saying it was a “control exercised
by foreign countries.” It could be plainly seen that he only used
this phrase in order to avoid words dangerous to use in the Third
Realm: “international proletarian solidarity.”

In another public house, in Wedding, the satisfaction felt by
the workers on hearing of the arrival of the delegation was ex-
pressed much more openly. Two workmen invited us to drink beer
with them, bought us cigars, took more than 20 photos of Thael-
mann from us, saluted with raised fist. And one, without caring
who heard him, shouted: “The Red Front is still alive and fight-
ing!”

We had dozens of similar experiences during our stay in Berlin.

On August 23 we paid our first visit to the Propaganda
Ministry. We went there separately, and were one and all struck
by the extremely rude manner in which we were received. We
were kept waiting from ten o’clock in the morning till one o’clock
in the afternoon, and then we were told to come back the next
day. Next day we went accordingly to the Ministerial Councillor
Volibart, but he flatly refused our request to be allowed to visit
Thaelmann, the- concentration camps, the labour service camps,
and a number of young socialists and Communists who had been
recently sentenced to death or heavy prison sentences. He spoke
in a very provocative manner, so that we answered him very ener-
getically and told him that we would repeat his remarks to the
workers in our eountries. We could see clearly that he became
increasingly nervous, and finally he left the room without listen-
ing to us any further.

We then visited the “ People’s Court ” and the “ Roehm of the
Hitler Youth,” Baldur von Schirach. In both places we were told
to return the next day. We did not care to return to the “ People’s
Court,” but we visited the house of the homosexual leader of the
Hitler youth; we could not, however, be received, as Schirach had
had a “metor-car accident ” the day before.

On the Sunday we went out to Grunewald to bathe in the
Teufelssee. At the Zoo railway station we met the Spanish jour-
nalist Alvar, who had intended going to Wannsee. He decided to
accompany us. We were arrested when about to return to Berlin.

After our visit to the Propaganda Ministry we were followed
by a number of the agents of the State Secret Police. They wanted

to imprison us in their underground dungeons, and to keep us
there as a deterrent to other delegations. They seized upon the
pretext offered by the cards with Thaelmann’s photo which we
carried with us, and which had been brought by the Spanish dele-
gates. In order that the workers might know who we were, we
had shown them these photographs. In many cases they asked
for copies, which of course we gave them. This we did in the case
of one or two workers at the Teufelssee as well.

Probably one of them stuck the picture on a tree, and this
gave the State Secret Police a sufficient pretext for carrying out
its design. That the design was there is shown by the fact that
the French comrade Pain, who had not accompanied us to Grune-
wald, was arrested a few hours earlier at his hotel.

For three days we were kept in the prison at Alexanderplatz.
The treatment was very bad and the food perfectly miserable.
None of us were, however, in the least intimidated; on the con-
trary, we made it plain even to the Commissar of the State Secret
Police that we were very pleased at having forced the fascist press
to report even to Thaelmann and the other German anti-fascists
that we had been in Berlin.

The rapid action taken by the anti-fascists, and the echo
awakened all over the world by our arrest, forced the Hitler bands
to release us. We were told to leave the country at once.

The Dutch Worker Spansier Before the
‘“ People’s Court ”

By X. (Amsterdam)

One of the first trials held before the new “People’s Court,”
in Berlin, was that of the Dutch worker H. M. Spansier, from
Nijmegen. This trial was of great importance for the international
working class, for it threw a vivid light on the essential character
of this executioners’ law court. before which our Comrade Thael-
mann is to appear before -long. This case of “high treason”
brought against Spansier has aroused much sensation, not only
in Holland, but has given the international bourgeois press occa-
sion to subject the “ justice” practised in Hitler Germany to a
critical examination.

Let us state the facts briefly: Spansier, a member of the Sccial
Democratic Party of Holland, helped in July, 1933, in popularising
the social democratic refugees’ newspaper: “Freie Presse” (in the
meantime the paper has ceased to appar). It should be specially
noted that he helped to circulate the paper on Dutch territory!
The paper was published legally in Amsterdam. Shortly after-
wards Spansier went to Kleve (Rhine country) on business, which
had nothing whatever to do with this paper, and was promptly
arrested. This was in August, 1933. For months nothing was
heard about the reasons for his arrest, until finally it was made
known officially that Spansier was to be brought before the High
Court in Essen on a charge of high treason. But a full year passed
before the trial took place, and then it was not in Essen, but in
Berlin—behind the locked doors of the ‘“People’s Court.” The
trial ended with the sentence of two years’ imprisonment for
Spansier. The judge, in summing up, admitted that Spansier had
disseminated the newspaper, which was not prohibited in Holland,
solely on Dutch soil. But he had “desired and intended” that
the facts contained in the “Freie Presse,” which was published
in German, should become known to Germans living in Holland.
Facts which were “to be kept secret,” so that his helping to
publish them was high treason. It was not stated what facts these
were which “had to be kept secret.” But it is certain that any
German living abroad could have read them just as well in any
other foreign newspaper. How the Dutchman Spansier could
commit high treason in Holland, against a country to which he
does not belong, remains the secret of the “new justice” of
Germany.

Two things are certain: Firstly, according to German law, no
foreigner when in a foreign country can commit high treason
against Germany, and the notorious “ L.ex Thaelmann,” of April 30,
1934 (law on the establishment of the People’s Courts) has no
retrospective power. Secondly, according to this verdict, every
foreign journalist in Germany, every one of the millions of dis-
tributors and readers of German newspapers abroad, is guilty of
“high treason,” and should not venture to set foot on German
soil.
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The verdict is monstrous! It shows what threatens all anti-
fascists who will be sentenced in the future by this bloody court
—and especially Comrade Thaelmann. Many bourgeois news-
papers abroad (the “Times,” the Manchester Guardian,” etc., and
especially the Dutch papers) have pointed out the absurdity of
the charge. Seven well-known lawyers in Holland pubhshed a
declaration stating:

“It is hardly conceivable that this justice {German jus-
tice.—Ed.) can regard as punishable, under the heading of
high treason, the action of a Dutchman who has circulated
in Holland a weekly paper permitted there and everywhere
else, a newspaper which anyone can buy. If this is to
be the case, then there are many Dutchmen who have col-
laborated in their own country in the publication of some
fact or another with regard to Germany, who would find

themselves in danger should they cross the German frontier
at ‘any time. This would mean that the Spansier case is
an affair touching the interests of the Dutch mation, -and
‘that the attention of not only the Dutch- government should
be drawn to it . . . but of the whole pubhc opinion.”

In spite of this, Spansrer has been sentenced to two years
imprisonment. The Dutch government ‘has ' not stirred a
finger. The party to which Spansier belongs the big Social
Democratic Workers' Party, has done even less. - The central
organ of the SD.W.UP.,, “Het Volk,” designated Spansier as “our
fellow countryman,” but took care not to refer to him as a com-
rade, did not venture one word in defence of this worker, and
confined itself to reprinting some of the innumerable comments of
the bourgeois newspapers.. (In Nijmegen, Spansier’s native town,
a characteristic incident tock place: Anti-fascists had painted on
the pavement the slogan: “ Save Thaelmann and Spansier.” “Nex}
day the S.D.W.P. sent out a group of cleaners entfusted with the
task of removing the words “and Spansier!”) This remarkable
“passivity ” has its own reasons. Spansiér is at thé same time a
member of the “ League Against War-and-Fascism,” which was boy-
cotted by the bureaucrats of the S.D.W.P., on account of its Left
attitude after the time of Spansier’s arrest. Members of the
S.D.W.P. were forbidden to join the league on pain of expulsion.
Spansier was an active functionary in the league, and this explains
the social democratic attitude. Spansier, after being sentenced, sent
in an appeal for pardon through  his bourgeois Dutch lawyer
(who was, of course, not allowed to defend him in Berlin), and
the Dutch government is stated to kave expressed its “sym-
pathy ” with this step. We refrain from criticising this action,
but may pass on to record the fact that to-day Spansier’s cause
has become the cause of the whole Dutch working class. Mean-
while the league has taken the initiative towards a great release
campaign. The Communist Party, the Red Aid, and the Fighting
Alliance against Fascism, have already declared their readiness
to co-operate unconditionally in this campaign. The S.D.W.P,,
of which Spansier, is a member, has sent no reply whatever to the
invitation of the league. The O.S.P. has refused its collabora-
‘tion, and the “left” trade union leaders of the N.A.S. submitted
such conditions, at a meeting of the above-mentioned organisa-
tions held recently, that their attitude was likewise equivalent
to a rejection of joint action.

For the international working class the matter is of paramount
importance, not only on account .of its close connection with
the Thaelmann trial, but because another Spansier affair may
crop up at any moment on any of Germany’s frontiers. Four
similar cases have already been reported frem Holland! Three
workers were recently arrested in the vicinity of.the Dutch frontier
town of Kerkrade, on a road running through both German and
Dutch territory. These workers had distributed Dutch leaflets to
the Dutch miners at the pithead of a Dutch mine (the leaflets
called for a struggle against the wage cuts planned for the mines
of the Limburg district by the Dutch management!). These three
workers are now on remand in custody in Aix-la-Chapelle. Nobody
knows what charge can be brought against them. The Dutch
government has naturally deemed it unnecessary to inquire as
to the national territory on which they were arrested (it appears
to have already been proved that it was Dutch territory).

Another case: The case of the Dutchman van Swiers, who
has been in prison in Essen since December, 1933. This man
disappeared without a trace for eight months, and it was only
by accident that he was “discovered” by the Dute¢h consul in
the prison in Essen. All the letters written by Swiers to the

consul and to his lawyer in Holland had been held back. For
good Nazi reasons; for in December, 1933, Swiers was attacked

by German Storm Treop bandits near Venlo, on: Duteh territory,

several hundred metres from the German frontier, and was
dragged by force over the frontier! His imprisonment is “ justi-
fied ” by the assertion that he is said to have once asked a woman,
in 1932 if .she could tell him any xmhtary secrets! . The Dutch
government preserves silence with regard to this unheard of
scandal. In reply to the inquiry made by the Communist member
of -the Dutch Parliament, L. de¢ :VisSgr,  the. Minister -of Justice
stated that the “ official documents ” were not yet in his possession.
No one knows how rhany such prisoners lie in ‘the darkness of
the Nazi dungeons'

Spansier, like all cther anti-fascists, can only be liberated
by the action of the international working class! The cause of
Spansier is the cause «of all anti-fascists. Release Spansier! This
slogan means the struggle against the fascist murderers, the
struggle for the release of Ernst Thaelmann and all imprisoned
Gerfnan anti-fascists!. .

Freedom for Ossietzky, Renn and Neukrantz!
Paris, August 30.

The Secretariat of the World Relief Committee for the Victims
of Hitler Fascism writes us as follows:—

“News comes from Germany that Carl von Ossietzky has been
inhumanely treated of late in the.concentration camp at Papen-
berg, that he has had to be taken to & lunatic asylum. Since then
nothing has been heard of him.:- This news should cause -alarm all
over the world, for it is much to be feared that Carl von Ossietzky’s
“suicide ” will form a part of the terrorist wave sweepmg over
Germany since August 19.

“The powers behind Hitler, his reactionary chauvinist backers,
are endeavouring to conceal the new terrorist. wave. . Hence it
may be expected that the national socialist torturers will con-
descend to ‘apparent “concessions.” . Should promises be made in
this ‘direction, this will make no difference to the real intention of
the Hitler fascists; and should they, under the pressure of interna-
tional public opinion, actually release a few individual anti-fascists
whose- brutal incarceration has aroused the protests of the whole
world for over a year, then they will do this solely in order that
they may carry on unobserved their unbounded terror against
hundreds of thousands of other anti-fascists, against socialists,

“Cominunists, and Catholics.

“ Hitler fascism hates and threatens most of all the men whose
whole powers have been devoted to the ideological struggle against
the Third Reich, and whose ruthless honesty has urged them un-
ceasingly to expose the chauvinist, war-mongering character of
every kind of fascism, but ‘especially Hitler fascism, both before
and since Hitler’s seizure of power. Therefore, this irreconcilable
hatred against the sincerely revolutionary pacifist Carl von

ssietzky, therefore this determination to drive him to madness
and death by their inhuman tortures; though he is their defence-
less prisoner, they fear him.

- “We can no longer preserve silence; we must no longer hesi-
tate to:state plainly: The Hitler fascists intend to murder this
sincere champion of the struggle against war and fascism, Carl
von Ossietzky; the revolutionary intellectual, Ludwig Renn; the
proletarian author; Klaus Neukraniz! Of all the standard-bearers
of the ideological struggle against the Hitler dictatorship, these
three have been selected by the Hitler bandits, in spite of their
hypocritical amnesty promises, as the next victims to be murdered.
They are to follow Erich Muehsam.

“In the names of thousands of mtellec.,uals and workers,

‘champlons in the ‘struggle agarns’c war and fascism, unable to look

on inactively at the cruel physical annihilation of three of their
best comrades-in-arms, we raise our voice:—

“Freedom for Ossietzky, for Renn, for Neukrantz; freedom for
all imprisoned anti-fascist toilers and intellectuals!

“Release Ernst Thaelmann, Frau Beimler, Frau Steinfurth
. . all the hostages and victims of Hitler fascism! -

“World Relief Committee for the Victims of Hitler Fascism!”
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Great Britain
The Sixty-Sixth British Trades Union Congress

By R. Bishop (London)

For the sixty-sixth time the British Trade Union Congress
assembled this week, choosing the seaside town of Weymouth, far
removed from all industrial struggles, for the purpose. They meet
at a time when some of their leading fraternal organisations on
the continent of Europe are smashed to pieces by brutal fascist
reaction and when the ugly head of fascism is being reared in
Britain itself. They meet at a time when the danger of war looms
larger than it has done for a long time past. They meet at a time
when millions of their own members in leading industries are
demanding a fight for the restitution of wages filched from them
in the past three years, and when hundreds of thousands more

“are fighting against further new wage-cuts.

Yet, alas, before the delegates assembled in the hall, it was
obvious that neither clear thinking nor courageous action could be
expected. On every one of the vital issues confronting Congress
preliminary declarations by the leadership had made it clear that,
by hook or by crook, the big-wigs were determined to put across
a policy of complete capitulation to capitalism. Not without some
fine words in the process, of course. But these words were but a
smoke screen for treachery and betrayal.

I write whilst the Congress is still in progress, but the note
was struck right from the Presidential speech of Mr. A. Conley,
of the Tailors’ and Garment Workers’ Union. Incredible as it
may seem, it is nevertheless true that in this speech was a long
tiradé about fascism on the Continent of Europe, a touching tri-
bute to those who fell in the fighting in Austria, an appeal to the
delegates to stand for a minute in homage to the victims of the
fascist hangmen, but—not a single word about fascism in Britain,
let alone any lead as to how to fight it.

But this omission was to be made clear on the second day,
when Mr Citrine, the General Secretary of the Congress, moved a
resolution congratulating the National Council of Labour (the
General Council of the T.U.C, the Executive of the National
Labour Party, and the Executive of the Co-operative Party) on
their stand against fascism. Like Conley, Citrine attacked fascism

* on the continent and added an attack on the Blackshirt move-
ment in this country. But he went on to add that “dictatorships
of the ‘Left’ are as abhorrent to us as distatorships of the Right,”
and to declare that Communism had now lost the last shreds of
influence in every country. Not a word of his speech suggested
that fascism must be fought. The attitude was made clear in a
statement of the General Council to the Congress :-—

“The Labour movement, at all events, is determined that
fascism shall be thoroughly exposed once and for all.”
“Exposure” of fascism and relentless and unscrupulous war

upon Communism and every militant movement that arises
amongst the working class—that is the policy of the General
Council. It is significant that whereas in the statement to Con-
gress it confines itself to a condemnation of fascism, the speech of
Citrine emphasised particularly the enmity of the reformists to
Communism, because in the interim the General Council had been
called to book by a leading Tory journal, the “Sunday Observer,”
for its omission to strike an anti-Soviet note in the statement.

Said the “Observer ” in a ponderous leading article:—

“This system (fascism) is denounced as ‘a monstrous and
savage dictatorship, as demanding ‘servile obedience, as
abolishing freedom of thought and speech. Tt is charged with
making ‘murder, torture, and exile’ its weapons. The indict-
ment, we think, can be sustained in its broad features as a

. description of the current system in Germany, and of very
recent history at any rate in Italy. But all these traits, so
repellent to British instinct, have been still more vividly exem-
plified in Russia. Why are the oppressions and callous atroci-
ties of Bolshevism passed over with such an audible silence in
the text of this passionate protest? It will not do.”

And so on and so forth. None more ready than Mr. Citrine
to take his orders. The attack on the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat is duly trotted out. Not that it needed such an attack to
know where the reformist leaders stand, because their every action
has been one long attempt to sabotage all militant activity.

For all their “passionate protests” against fascism, the sole
recent practical contribution of the National Council of Labour on
the subject has been to issue a manifesto calling on all “loyal”

trade unionists and members of the Labour Party not to partici-
pate in the counter-demonstration against Mosley’s Blackshirt
provocation in Hyde Park on September 9. In this now notorious
manifesto the National Council of Labour went so far as to con-
demn the great counter-demonstration to Mosley at Olympia,
which did more to awake the British masses to the reality of fascist
brutality than anything that has happened before or since, declar-
ing that the Labour movement could not tolerate any infringe-
ment of Free Speech. Give Mosley a free hand—that was the
gist of the reformists’ appeal.

The ban had singularly little effect on London’s workers.
National trade unions like the Furnishing Trades, District
Committees of powerful trade unions like the Engineers, decided
after the ban that they would participate in the demonstration,
be the consequences what they may.

Fascism is unpopular with the broad masses and with large
sections of the middle class, so the General Council, ever anxious
to be in the swim, denounce it, but beyond that they will not go.
What calls for action there were at the Congress came from the
rank and file delegates, of whom there were not more than a
handful—for there is no gathering in the world which is more
dominated by officialdom than the British T.U.C. The proportion
of rank and file delegates is always insignificant, and what there
are are largely stifled by the manipulation of the block votes of
the big unions by the leadership. So, naturally, all protests were
suffocated and the “ exposure” of fascism was accepted with accla-
mation as a substitute for the fight against fascism.

So with the fight against war. A few months ago the National
Council of Labour issued a statement of their attitude towards
war—a statement which completely reversed decisions taken for a
general strikg against war at the Labour Party Conference and the
Trade Union-Congress last year. This statement committed the
Labour movement to support of “our” government in the event
of a “defensive” war. The argument used to cover this gross
betrayal is astounding in its temerity:—

“It is recognised that the lack of an independent trade
union movement in such countries as Germany, Italy, Austria,
and others makes the calling of a general strike against their
governments an impossibility; and in other countries, such as
Japan, the weakness of the trade union organisations made it
unable to restrain its government. Recognising that aggres-
sive action might come from some of these countries, the
general strike could not be made effective inside them. The
responsibility for stopping war, moreover, ought not to be
placed upon the trade union movement.”

A more shameless document has never been penned by any
section of the international Labour movement. The actual debate
on the war policy of the Congress will only take place after this
article is in the hands of the printers, but it is certain that the
same rigid steam-rollering will be practised as was the case in the
debate on fascism.

A stern fight against war and fascism can only be developed
through the growth of a powerful united front such as has been
fought against so strenuously by the leadership.

The attacks on the united front have been particularly blatant
at this Congress. When James Figgins, a Glasgow railwayman,
raised the question of the ban placed upon local Trades
Councils who have collaborated in united front work with
the Communist Party and other organisations, he was
savagely attacked. The spokesman chosen by the General
Council to lead the attack was George Hicks, a one-time
“Left” and protagonist of the Anglo-Russian Trade Unity Com-
mittee, to-day respectable Labour M.P. and pillar of the bureau-
cracy. Hicks sneeringly asked Figgins: “What would be your

. attitude to a trades council which associated with the fascists? ”

a sally not so ignorant as it sounds, but just as malicious. Com-
munism was denounced by Hicks as a movement that is “subver-
sive of real trade unionism.”

It is significant that the attitude of the Congress leaders to
the United Front should have received warm praise from the
“ News-Chronicle,” the organ of the big Liberal manufacturers.
The Special Correspondent of that paper says:—

“War on dictatorship, whether of the ‘Left’ or Right,
was declared at Weymouth by the T.U.C. after a brilliant
attack on fascism by the General Secretary, Mr. W. Citrine. . . .
The united front to fight Blackshirt brutality and corruption
declared by Mr. Citrine is not a united front with the Com-
munists. Congress has in mind a fighting alliance between
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Labour and Liberalism to stamp out by constitutional means

this' malignant menace to freedom and democracy.”

The same kind of united front which in Germany led to the
sumfort ‘of* Hindenburg for the Presidency and thus direct to Hit-
~1éfism. A united front with “democratic” capitalism against fas-

“cxsm Which is but another form of capitalism, and a false and
lymg analogy between the proletarian dictatorship and the naked
dictatetship: of .capitalism in decay. That is how reformist
‘philosophy has expressed itself at Weymouth this week.

The attitude of the Congress to the twin menaces of fascism
~and war is paralleled by their attitude to the economic struggles of
‘the workers at home. Killing capitalism with their mouths has
‘becanre a favourite occupation with even the most reactionary
officials, but -all organisation of struggle is taboo.

Two hundred trade unions are represented at the Congress,
“with a' membership 'of 3,294,000 workers in industries with twice
- that' ‘humber nwmally engaged in them. Two million workers in
these - industries aré’ st present making demands upon their em-
‘ployers for the restitution of wage cuts imposed in between 1931-33.
~Another large - seetion—the cotton workers—are faced with a
‘demiamd from theé ewners for further cuts in their already scan-
‘dalbusiy low wagés.” The union leaders are prepared to shout for
- the réturn ‘of the lost wages and against any further reductions.
In fé,ct in‘his opening speech, Mr. Conley went so far as to say i —

““There must ‘be definite planning and co-ordination of
~trade union effort on'the fundamental matter of wages, hours
and conditions.”

~A militanit ' delegate of the Locomotive men, Davenport, com-
mented : —

: ““The President has spoken in his opening address of co-
ordination of trade union effort, but there is little or nothing
¢ .on the Congress agenda to give effect to such aspirations.”
“#Aetually the only suggestion on the whole agenda that would
-Increabe trade union co-ordination in the common effort came from
the Typographical Association' and proposed a penny levy on all
methbers to aid any reeognised strike that was in progress. And
what was the fate of this resolution? The officials hummed and
ha~ed and did their utmost to exaggerate the difficulties in carrying
out such & resolution—*the workers would resent any further
financial imposition,” etc.. Eventually the resolution was remitted
to'the General Council to “ consider.” Which means that it will
‘g0 into cold ‘storage for at least a year, at which time, if it is incon-
veniently raised again, a fresh set of reasons will have been thought
out'with which to hinder its application.

The first three days at Weymouth have revealed that the well-
oiled'machine of the bureaucracy is working as smoothly this year
&s it has always done in the past. The militant delegates remain
in' as'small a minority as ever, but the position outside has changed
vastly' as compared with a year ago. A tremendous ferment has
developed inside the trade union movement and inside the Labour
Party. Many of the minor officials are frankly perturbed at the
course events are taking. Many of the intellectuals who have sup-

 ported the official Labour movement for many years are frankly
bewildered at the present policy, and amongst the rank and file
the férment is revealing itself in the strong opposition among the
railwaymen to the recent farcical “concession” gained and in
many other ways,
© On the floor of the Congress the voice of the militants has
been heard, but on the vote the cards of the bureaucracy have
‘swept all opposition away. The voice of the opposition has been
fairly-effectively ‘stifled in the press. But its echo will be heard in
the ranks of -the workers in industry who are striving to build a
united front against fascism and war, against wage cuts and unem-
ployment, against all the horrors of capitalism. If they are denied
the ‘assistance of the reformist: leadership in building this united
“front, they will build it in the face of their opposition.

The British Trade Union Leaders and the

'Tolpuddle Celebrations
‘ By R. B. (London)

A hundred years ago six agricultural labourers in the village of
Tolpuddle, Dorsetshire, were' sentenced to seven years’ transporta-
‘tion to’' the then existing' penal settlements in Australia for the
crime’ of “administering unlawful oaths.” Their real offence was

" ‘that, under the leadership of two brothers called Loveless, they had
* ‘formed a Lodge of the Friendly Society of Agricultural Lahourers,
a constituent part of Robert Owen’s Grand National Consolidated
‘" Trades Union, and organised their fellows to demand a shilling

increase on the wage of 9s. weekly which they:- were then receiving.

Brought before the local magistracy, drawn -entirely from big
landowners, the farm labourers got short shrift. The action of the
magistrates was strongly defended in Parliament by the Whig
Home Secretary, Lord Melbourne, and violently condemned by
workers throughout the country. Nevertheless, the sentenced men
were packed off to Australia in fetters on a convict ship.

A committee for the defence of the victims was formed, and
Robert Owen headed a monster demonstration to Lord Melbourne,
to present a petition to him. The government refused to budge and
declared that the sentence must be carried out. However, the
agitation for the release did not die down and two years later, in
1936, the remainder of the sentence was formally remitted. But it
was not for another two years that the labourers were eventyally
set free and brought back to England.

The arrest, sentence and eventual release as an outcome of
mass agitation of these obscure labourers have together made their
memory one of the most cherished in British trade union history.
The Tolpuddle Martyrs, as they have come to be known, have
represented an inspiration to the generations of workers that have
followed.

The General Council of the Trades Union Congress decided
over a year ago to capitalise the memory of these early pioneers,
and have since been holding a great ceremony at Tolpuddle and
the town of Dorchester (where they were tried) in connection with
the Trades Union Congress which is being held at the neighbour-
ing watering place of Weymouth.

The trade unionism of a century ago in which the Loveless
brothers played their part was young and immature, but it was
militant. Its militancy terrified the ruling class, who tried to
crush it by savage acts such as the Tolpuddle sentences. The
struggle of the British workers a hundred years ago, a struggle for
the right to organise and speak against capitalist brutality and
exploitation, is one of which every British worker may well be
proud. .

The struggles of those days destroy the widely held bellef S0
sedulously spread by reformists and capitalists alike, that the
British workers have no revolutionary traditions, that revolution is
alien to British soil and British mentality.

There was no question of banning mass pickets in the strikes

-of a century ago. Often they were conducted arms in hand. The,
small isolated unions that sprang up all over the counfry grew
into great organisations which, with all the mistakes of their
immadturity, were class organisations. It was not a far step from
them to the Chartist movement. The history of the early days of
the nineteenth century gives the lie to all talk about the peaceful
development of the British working-class movement. Every right,
every privilege, that the working-class movement of Great Britain
possesses has been won solely by hard struggle. And each hard-
won liberty has needed just as great struggles to retain as to obtain
in the first instance.

These are facts, hard and 1ndlsputable facts, but they are not
facts that the T.U.C. centenary celebrations brought qut. Because
such facts have clear and obvious lessons for all workers, lessons
that Messrs. Citrine, Bevan and Company are very anxious shall
not be drawn to the attention of the workers. So whilst being
anxious to exploit Tolpuddle memories, the reformist leaders are
equally anxious to conceal the true significance of the great class
struggles in which the Tolpuddle labourers played their part.

Mr. Citrine has been the principal spokesman of the Trades
Unjon Congress in this connection, and he has been at pains to
paint these trade union victims of nineteenth century British capi-
talism as medieval Christian saints rather than as members of a
savagely oppressed class fighting fiercely for its freedom.

One has not to look very far for the reason which impels Mr.
Citrine and his colleagues so to distort the origins of the movement
of whieh he is now a leading official. To-day the reformist leader-
ship of the trade union movement of Britain is anxious to prevent
and to hold back the growth of militancy, to conceal the fa¢t that
the movement itself germinated from intense and revolutionary
struggle. '

The arrest of the Tolpuddle labourers was not an isolated act
of terrorism on the part of the government of the day. Neither
were they by any means the most mijlitant representatlves of the
movement of their day.

As Comrade Allen Hutt points out in his recent brochure,*

* “ Tolpuddle and To-day,” by Allen Hutt. (Martin Lawrence,
London. 6d.)
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“it was precisely the respectability and moderate attitude of

the Tolpuddle men (they were all Methodists and two of them

were well-known local lay preachers) that made the govern-
ment’s attack on them so particularly scandalous, and that has
always been the subject of comment by historians.”

But there were others. There were the Welsh ironworkers who
went into struggle with arms in their hands and whose leader,
Dick Penderyn, was executed in 1831. There were any amount of
struggles under the Combination Acts of two decades earlier. The
‘thirties and ’forties were two decades of fierce class struggle in
Britain—an era that showed the fighting mettle of the British
toilers and led Engels to say: “The English working men are
second to none in courage.”

“In the earliest stage of trade unionism . . revolutionary
ideas were in the ascendancy,” said Citrine, now the chief bureau-
crat of the Trades Union Congress, in a pamphlet he wrote in 1926.

But to-day Citrine and his cronies do not want to emphasise
that aspect, consequently the Tolpuddle labourers are singled out
for special honour. To quote Allen Hutt again:—

“The Tolpuddle campaign . . . tears one incident from
the context of its period; and the result is, naturally, a com-
plete distortion and confusion of the significance of that
period to us to-day.”

Mr. Citrine has written another pamphlet than that of 1926, an
official statement of the reasons of the Tolpuddle celebrations that
have taken place. In it he says:—

“It was from such sacrifices and struggles as those of the
six gallant men of Dorsetshire that the trade union movement
grew from strength to strength, until to-day it is a force which
no government can ignore.”

The cover of this pamphlet declares:—

“Trade unions exist to protect the interests of their mem-
bers, particularly in regard to wages, hours and conditions .of
employment. But the trend of modern industrialism has
greatly enlarged the scope of activity of the unions which
nowadays take a prominent part in the work of reconstituting
the national life.”

Integration of the trade union machine with the capitalist
State, that is the aim of the reformist leaders to-day. Therefore
the struggles of the Chartists, the revolutionary strikes of the first
half of the nineteenth century and so forth are shunned like the
plague—and the Tolpuddle labourers chosen as the representatives
of their age.

To say this is in no way to belittle the men of Tolpuddle. To
them all honour is due. It is natural that in their isolated village
they should have been behind the industrial masses of the towns.
According to their lights they fought valiantly and well and were
savagely persecuted by the ruling class.

Yet this same Trades Union Congress which is commemorating
the memory of the early struggles of trade unionism shuns and
debars all struggles of to-day. To-day in the British Empire men
and women have been sent to jail by Tory, National and Labour
governments alike without a word of protest from the trade union
reformist leaders.

When the Meerut prisoners were sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment and to transportation by a Labour government the
T.U.C. stogd on one side, and not all the pressure of the militants
could prod them into a protest, let alone action. Yet their offence,
Iike that of the men of Tolpuddle, was that they had formed trade
unions among savagely oppressed masses of toilers.

When militant members of the British working class were
sefit to penal servitude for suppofting the sailors at Invergordon
when they mutinied against cuts in their pay, the reformist leaders

" condoned the actions of the government of the day.

To-day the growing instability of capitalism becomes daily
more apparent in country after country. New and more terrible
wars loom large upon the horizon. To-day the growing ferment
among the working class shows itself in an ever louder demand for
a return of the cuts which have been imposed in recent years, in a
demmand to fight against fascism, in a demand for war upon the
warsmyakers.

To all these demands the T.U.C. and the Labour Party leader-
ship oppose an obstinate resistance, endeavouring to crush every
militant movement at its birth. A monument, model cottages,
pious speeches to the memory of “holy martyrs,” are no way to
commemorate the fiery struggles of a century ago. The only fitting
commemoration is to organise the masses, to mobilise the toilers
for the final struggle against capitalism, the root cause of the
nmiisery, exploitation and suffering of the masses.

Austria

Commencing Disintegration of Austria Nazxs
By A. S.

After the February days the Nazis succeeded in winning
various workers’ groups. The terrorist mood prevailing .in some
parts of the working class made these workers forget that the Nazi
terrorists are only the agents of one wing of fascism which was in
opposition to the leading group of fascism. But the power of
attraction of the Nazis soon perceptibly diminished, although ten-
dencies towards individual terror still persist among the working
class. This proves that the radical petty bourgeois has rapidly
turned from the path of belief in the ballot paper to belief in
dynamite and bombs.

Already before June 30 there were to be seen fche first signs of
crisis of Austrian national socialism. June 30 has greatly promoted
this process of disintegration and July 25 will further it still.more.

The proletarian elements are beginning to approach the revo-
Iutionary labour movement. The social democracy, with its miser-
able policy of readiness for “ peaceful collaboration,” was unable to
impress the vacillating elements of the nationalist petty- bour-
geoisie. Now the Party of Bolshevism, the Communist Party, has
become the leading force of the Austrian proletariat.. Bolshevism
is now beginning to win the honest elements among. the national
socialists:

Some days ago a large printed leaflet, 51gned by the ‘ revolu-
tionary S.A. and S.8.” was cireulated in Austria, in whloh storm
troops sharply attacked the policy of national socialism. We quote
some passages from this important document :— .

“ We revolutionary fighters in the movement say :

“ German blood is flowing again, German workers are again
being confined behind prison walls as in the years hefore the
national rising. But it is no longer the System which apposes
Young Germany with bullets and prison, but Adolf Hitler, in
whom we believed and trusted as in no other person, and who
is now sending the police and Reichswehr against our German
comrades. That which we never could and would believe has
proved true: Adolf Hitler has betrayed us!

“What is happening in Germany? None of the proxmses
which the leader made to the people has been kept. Masny of
us who no longer agreed with the policy in Germany thought
it is necesary to allow the leader time in order te carry out his
programme. But he has now had sufficient time. .And what
do we see? A purely capitalist policy is being carned out.
There is no longer any talk of breaking the chains of interest
slavery. Huge subventions are being given to the trusts and
banks. Finance-capital is left quite undisturbed and even the
rich Jews are left in peace. The capitalsits and big land-
owners, the fine gentlemen, continue to rule in Germany. Oof
what use to us are the phrases mouthed by Goebbels and Dr.
Ley when the capitalists still remain in possession of the fac-
tories, the bankers in possession of the banks, the. b1g land-
owners in possession of the land and are thus still able to keep
millions of German people in capitalist slavery? If thé capi-
talist is the ‘ factory leader’and the workers are his followers
does this alter the fact that the capltahst has his mllflons of
profits whilst the worker has to toil for starvation wages and
can be dismissed at any moment? Hitler promised the naﬂgﬁ)al
renaissance; as a matter of fact, however, hie-has stfdch
German Upper Silesia to the Poles and German South Tyrol
to the Italians. &

“That which we would never have bélievéd*ls takih%‘place
instead of the peoples State of national soclahsm for whlch‘
we strove, we have an undisguised dictatorship of ‘tite big capi-
talists and landowners, whom Hitler and the reliable parts of
the S.S., together with the Reichswelir and police;* Serve as

. tools.

“We revolutionary fighters in the movement say H.itler
must die in order that Socialism shall live, in order thatithe
social and national emancipation of the German people shzul be
realised!

“What is to be done in Austria, comrades? We were told
that it is our task to capture Austria for Adolf Hitler:  In order
to realise this task dozens-of Gérman comriades have -died,
thousands have gone into gxile, others have been Hticarcerated
in the prisons and concentratlon camps. of the Austrian :ex-
ploiters. Are things to go on like this? Shall we risk our: llves
for Hitler, who causes Gefiiah workérs'to he'shot?:
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“The swindle about the ‘people as a whole’ is exposed.
On the one side are the fine gentlemen, the rich, and with
them Hitler, Goering and Goebbels, the Reichswehr, the police,
the Steelhelmets, the leaders of the S.S. On the other side,
however, are the oppressed and enslaved, the whole of the
German people, millions of nationalist hand and brain workers.
For us there is no longer any unity with Hitler, the traitor, and
all who follow him. For us there is only the revolutionary class
struggle. National and social emancipation can only be
brought about in the fiercest fight against the German capi-
talists and in a common front with all workers, no matter to
what party they belong, provided they are prepared to fight
ruthlessly against capitalism and for real genuine socialism.

“ Of what use to us are paper bombs, blowing up of bridges
and smoke bombs? Only the armed insurrection of the
workers and poor peasants in Austria and in Germany, only
the setting up of a workers’ and peasants’ government and the
pitiless overthrow of the capitalists and big landowners can
abolish misery and realise the national and social emancipa-
tion of the German people.

“The Austrian working class has set us a splendid example.
We do not want to run after just one leader; no, the tens of
thousands of workers who fought with machine-guns and car-
bines in the February revolt they shall indicate to us the way
and the goal.

“We call upon all comrades to spread this appeal and dis-
cuss it with their party comrades. We call upon them to form
revolutionary groups in the S.A., the S.S., the party and Hitler
Youth which shall immediately get into contact with the revo-
lutionary workers in the Marxist organisations and organise
the common fight.

“Only when the proletarians themselves march will the
day of freedom come! And when you give them your hands
instead of engaging in sinister adventures, you will have an
aim and object in life.”

At the same time we are able to record the coming over of the
first groups of Nazi workers to the C.P. of Austria. Thus in the
industrial town of St. Poelten, in Lower Austria, thirty S.A. men
have joined the Party in a body and issued a declaration in which
they state : —

“We thirty S.A. men of the Storm banner, St. Poelten,
hereby declare before the whole public that we resign from the
national socialist party and at the same time go over to the
only true Party of the workers and peasants, the Communist
Party of Austria. We have realised that the path of Hitler and
his associates in Germany and Austria is at the same time the
path of the employers. . . .

“Follow our example! Leave the national socialist party,
the party of betrayal, join the C.P. of Austria, the only Party
which fights for the red workers’ and peasants’ government
according to the example of Soviet Russia! Red Front!”

July 25 will render it possible for the C.P. of Austria to make
further large breaches in the camp of national socialism. The set-
ting up of revolutionary unity within the C.P. of Austria will lead
to the winning of the proletarian elements who have strayed into
the camp of fascism. The facts prove that this process has already
set in,

Fight for the Unity of the Labour

Movement

Unity of Action Against Fascism

By Wilhelm Pieck

The events of June 30 in Germany, the murder by Hitler of
his closest friends, the disarming of the S.A. and expulsion of
large numbers from their ranks, is an expression of the crisis that
is gripping the Hitler dictatorship, the Hitler party and its abso-
lute rule. This crisis has various causes. Hitler has not been able
to fulfil any of the tasks entrusted to him by finance-capital when
the government power was handed over to him.

Not the building up of trade and industry, but their catas-
trophic decline is the result of the policy pursued for a year and
a half by the dictatorship of the Hitler party. The acute danger
of open inflation and the total bankruptcy of the Reich, the
Federal States and the municipalities, can no longer be averted.
The mass misery of all the labouring classes is increasing from

day to day. A profound disappointment has gripped the millions
of toilers and is changing to open resentment and open resistance
to the Hitler regime and narrowing more and more the mass basis
of this regime. This disappointment and this resistance is to be
noticed deep down even in the ranks of the members and ad-
herents of the Hitler party, particularly, too, in the ranks of the
S.A. The contrast between Hitler’s promises and his deeds is so
blatant that even his most faithful adherents are suspicious.
They imagined the “Socialism” promised by Hitler rather dif-
ferently. Hitler is no longer able, even with the help of the most
artful demagogy, to conceal from the masses his role of servant to
finance-capital and the bankruptcy of his policy. Hitler's Ham-
burg speech of August 17, before the so-called plebiscite, reflects
clearly in its entreaties to the masses of the people this crisis in
the Hitler dictatorship.

But June 30 has also given the German proletariat a very stern
lesson for its struggle. On this day the crisis in the Hitler dic-
tatorship was thrown into particularly bold relief. For the first
time since its establishment the masses spoke openly in the streets
and in the factories against the Hitler government. The S.A.
dared not take action; in many cases they expressed agreement
with the criticisms made. A joint mass action, even if only in
the form of street demonstrations, might have quickly started
serious mass struggles against the Hitler regime. Why did this
impulse not become released in the masses? Why was it possible
for Hitler to overcome for the time being this danger? Because
the German proletariat lacks unity in struggle, because it is still
split, still not able jointly to throw in its forces against its enemy,
against Hitler fascism. Just as the split in the proletariat enabled
finance-capital to set up the fascist dictatorship, so this split gives
it the chance, too, of carrying out its starvation programme
against the toiling masses and of driving them into war. The
danger to life and health of all working people is tremendously
great. The proletariat must find the strength to avert this danger.
But for this are required the understanding and the ability to over-
come the split in the proletariat and to establish the militant
united front against the Hitler dictaorship and against the
bourgeoisie.

The Communist Party of Germany addresses itself to all
workers, especially, however, to all social-democratic workers, with
the frank and sincere invitation to unite with the Communists in
the factories, at the labour exchanges and in the working-class
districts, in the joint struggle against the Hitler regime, against
the fascist Labour Law, against all the Hitler government’s
measures that are hostile to the workers and to youth. Unity of
action among Communist, social-democratic and Christian
workers, as well as among the oppositional elements in the S.A.,
the Hitler-Youth, the N.S.B.O., the “Labour Front” and the
“ Strength through Joy ” movement, must be established through
the development of resistance in the factories, of the strike
struggle, in street demonstrations and other forms of struggle.
In this the men of the S.A. by making the most of their disillu-
sionment with the Hitler policy, are to be helped to go over to the
ranks of the anti-fascist front.

In the course of this movement for the establishment of unity
of action and resistance-action against the wage cut offensive, in
the struggle for the realisation of the demands put forward jointly
by the workers, trade union unity must also be established. Nego-
tiations must be opened immediately with the existing social-
democratic groups, in order, together with them, to put forward
the fighting demands and to make sound arrangements concern-
ing the leadership of the struggle by forming united front organs,
fighting committees, strike leaderships, etc. In carrying out these
tasks special weight is to be laid on the enlistment of working
youth into the fighting front, and great efforts must be made to
win over for unity of action the working youth in the youth
organisations. The Communist Party regards this as one of its
most important tasks. Prospects of success in this action are
favourable. The growth in the proletariat of the will to unity is
a mighty one. Let us turn this will into fact! It is a matter in
the first place of the elementary daily demands, of preventing the
fascist Labour Law from being carried out, of preventing the en-
forced despatch of the youth on to the land, against wage cuts
and the worsening of labour conditions. It is a matter of their
improvement and of raising wages. It is a matter of freeing the
leader of the C.P.G. imprisoned by the fascists, Comrade Ernst
Thaelmann, and all imprisoned anti-fascists. It is a matter, too,
of safeguarding the existence and improving the standard of life
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of the small trading middle classes and of the poorer peasantry.
It is a matter of staying the hand of the fascist beast of war and
hindering millions from again being sacrificed to this beast. Il is
a matter of preventing the lives and health of millions of toilers
from being ruined by the capitalist economic catastrophe. The
German proletariat must lose no time; it must unite its forces in
the struggle against these dangers! )

Just as the 'German and the international proletariat, in the
struggle for the liberation of Comrades Dimitrov, Torgler, Tanev
and Popov, created unity of action for this task over and beyond
all differences of opinion; just as the courageous Bolshevik fight
put up by Comrade Dimitrov against the fascist hangmen and for
the revolutionary aims of the proletariat hammered into conscious-
ness the necessity for unity of action in the revolutionary struggle,
S0 now it is a question of creating firmly and unshakably this
unity. It is a question of opposing the offensive of finance-capital
and of fascism with the offensive of the proletariat!

From the day of its foundation by Karl Liebknecht and Rnsa
Luxemburg the Communist Party has tried to overcome the disas-
trous split in the German proletariat, as brought about by the
war policy of the social-democratic leadership in 1914 and
deepened further through its policy of coalition with the bour-
geoisie. The Party has always fought for the re-establishment of
unity in the German working class, of its political and trade
union organisational unity. If hitherto it has not been successful
in this, then it is because the social-democratic leadership
obstructed the creation of this unity and held the masses back
from the class struggle against the bourgeoisie and thus safe-
guarded the rule of the bourgeoisie. Social democracy created in
the proletariat the illusion that it is possible to guard the interests
of the toiling masses by way of bourgeois democracy and without
this class struggle, and in this way to bring about Socialism. The Ger-
man proletariat has had to pay heavily for belief in this illusion. The
Hitler dictatorship, too, is a result of the fact that the proletariat
was split by this policy and was not able to bring its immense
forces uniformly to its defence. But it is high time that the pro-
letariat drew from this the correct lesson. Anyone who still now
tries to persuade the toiling masses that the Communist Party,
with its summons for unity of action, is only manceuvring with the
workers, that it is not sincere in this invitation—he does not want
the unity of the German proletariat, he wants to maintain the
split, he wants to help not the proletariat, but the bourgeoisie.

The Communist Party is exerting its whole strength to over-
come the split in the working class and to establish its unity.
Just as the Communist Party has made the heaviest sacrifices in
the ‘struggle against: the Hitler dictatorship, just as through this
struggle it prevented Hitler from demolishing at the instance of
finance-capital the working-class movement, just as it revived
through its activities the confidence of the working class in its own
strength, so, too, the Communist Party is the sole force for the
organisation and leadership of resistance and mass struggle
against the Hitler dictatorship. There is in Germany no other
force capable of this. The social-democratic leadership has openly
capitulated to fascism. The executive of the old social-democratic
party with Wels, Dittmann, Crispien, Hilferding and Stampfer at
the top, and with them most of the former leaders of the free
trade unions, are ready even to conclude an alliance with fascism
and they will do it the moment fascism stretches out a hand to
them for this purpose. They have openly offered the Reichswehr
generals their support for a fascist government. They want to go
on with their. old policy of co-operation with the bourgeoisie and
of splitting the working class.

The criminal nature of this policy is, in view of the great sac-
rifices that the German proletariat is making in the struggle
against fascist dictatorship, so monstrous that opposition to it is
noticeable even in the ranks of the social-democratic functionaries
themselves. Among them are a number who have learned some-
thing from ‘the bitter experiences of the German proletariat and
are ready to join and to serve the united front of the German pro-
letariat. In view of the rising will of the masses of the social-
democratic workers to ccmbine with the Communists for a com-
mon struggle, these functionaries, too, are seeking a way towards
unity of action, even if with considerable irresolution. In words
they recognise a.number of the revolutionary fighting demands
and fighting aims of the proletariat, bt inhibitions still prevent
them from drawing the practical conclusions. The Communist
Party wants to help these functionaries to overcome their irresolu-
tion and inhibitions, It would ke a.very dangerous illusion to
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suppose that the proletariat and its struggle against fascism could
be helped if perhaps between or alongside the former Socidl-
democratic party and the Community Party another party, an
intermediate solution, as it were, were to be created. That would
be no more than the continuation of social-democratic policy under
another name and would only enlarge the split in the working
class. There is in Germany only one Party of the working class:
that is the Communist Party. Its policy tallies in' every respect
with the interests of the working class. - That is why it is, too, the
only Party exerting its entire force for the establishment 6f unity
in the working class. Whoever, then, wants the unity of the Ger-
man working class must decide for the Communist Party. It alone
is able to give the. toiling masses leadership in the struggle, to
guarantee victory. Here the questions are put quite clearly. Here
there is no room for evasion. Here there can be only ‘a deeislon
for the Communist Party.

With deepest conviction and with sincere desire the’ Cbm-

munist Party appeals to the social-democratic workers Vand the
trade union members of the old free trade unions to combine

- with us Communists for the joint struggle against the Hitler dic-

tatorship. We ask all members of the old social-democratic party
to join the Communist Party, to unite with us in the Party of
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, in the’ Party that, under
the banner of the Communist International, based, on its pro-
gramme and under the leadership of Comrade Ernst Thaelmann,
has become a broad revolutionary mass Party. If the fascist dic-
tatorship has been successful in crushing the social- democratxc
party and the old free trade unions—with the Commiinist Parf,y it
has not been successful. The Communist Party calls upon the
social-democratic groups still existing to unite with the C.P.G. on
the basis of the programme of the Communist Internatlonal ahd
the tactics of the C.P.G., on the basis of Jomt struggle for unity
of action against Hitler fascism, against every policy of co-opera-
tion with the bourge0151e for the revolutionary overthrow of capl-
talist class-rule, for the dlctatorshlp of the proletanat and the’ Soviet;
system. In this the Communist Party will form with the former
members of the S.P.G. and trade unions a fraterna] comradely
connection, and give to the members who have come over the
widest ‘opportunity for active participation in Party work and’ ‘for
the assumption of Party functions. Already thousands of ‘$oclal-
democratic workers have come over to the C.P.G. and aré ﬁghtmg
in its ranks in responsible posts. By creating unity of action’in
the struggle against fascism and for the workers’ demards, the
Communist Party means also to create trade union unity and to
revive the free trade unions as an organ of class struggle a,galnst
fascism and against the employers’ offensive. The unlty ‘of ‘the
working class in struggle and in its organisation IS the ESSentlal
condition for the victory of the working class. o
The programme for social and national liberation which “the
Communist ‘Party has made the basis of its fight agamst faseism
and against capitalism shows the toiling masses the way ‘out from
fascist mass misery. The realisation of this programme 'i§’ ‘the
Jomt task of all class-conscious workers under the leadership of
the Communist Party. That is possible, however, only along the

‘path taken in October, 1917, by the Russian workers and peasants

under the leadership of Lenin and his Party, the establishment of
the proletarian Soviet power, the only true democracy for the toil-
ing masses. The mighty victories of the workers’ and péasants’
power in the Soviet Union in establishing socialist industry and
agriculture, the uninterrupted improvement in the well-being' of
all the working masses, demonstrate the tremendous power of the
proletariat when this power is umted and directed by ‘a revolu-
tionary party as has been done with" such immense success$ in the
Soviet Union by the Communist Party with lts Bolshevik Central
Committee and its great leader Stalin.

The Communist Party appeals therefore to all workers, par-
ticularly to the social-democratic workers, to create the conditions,

. by creating unity of action, necessary for making Germany,' too,

into such a country of all workers. We must establish the united
front in struggle and unity in our own organisations. ‘Once again
all. class-conscious workers must be united in one party, in -one
trade union organisation. The Communist Party callsfor ' this
work to be undertaken. It appeals to the masses: Join the- Com-
munist Party, combine with us for the joint' struggle! "We must
win and we shall win. We are the only force that can lead the
German proletariat to victory. -
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The Fight for United Action in Czechoslovakia

The Social-Democratic Leaders Forbid—The Workers Act
By G. Friedrich (Prague)

The Executxve Committee of the Czechoslovakian social demo-
draey has considered it necessary once again to issue a ukase
againist the united front. This fresh ukase is published in the
“Pravo lidu” of August 19:—

: ‘“ Negotiations ‘with the Communists on the above-men-

_tioned questions (Austrian emigrants, joint public meetings

and the united front—Ep.,) are useless. Our party, together

with the German social democracy, is looking after the Austrian
emxgrants In regard to the questioh of public meetings, our
organisations must act in accordance with the decision adopted
by the Ceénttal Committee on this question.”
. These are the haughty words with which the social-democratic
leaders wish te suppress and prevent unity of aetion in any cir-
cumstances. For them all that upon which the vital interests of
the proletariat, slavery or freedom, depends, is “useless.” For
them only the maintenance of the present system, the salvation
~of capltahsm has any sense and purpose.

‘'he ‘workers, however, are of another opinion. The uhited
front offer of the C.P. of Czechoslovakia and of the Red trade
unions, the Open Letter to the socialist worker's with the proposal
to forin a fighting alliance and to proceed jointly against the
comnion enemy have met with a big response. The workers, and
above all the social-democratic workers, are beginning to recoghise
the necessity of setting up the united front. There have been
ample proofs of this in the last few days, and ever fresh facts
show that unity of action is being fealised in Czechoslovakia.

The following, by no means comiplete, survey is intended to
, show the extentt of the united front movement up to the present
time and to furnish proof that such orders as we have cited above
are unable to check the unity of action which is developing.

Workers in the factories and also whole social-democratic
party and trade union organisations are cothing otit in favour of
united action and sharply condemning the attitude of their
leaders. 'Thus, for instance, the workers in the petroleum refinery
in Moravian Ostrau, an undertaking in which all the workers are
. organised in the reformist trade union, adopted a protest against
the rejection by their leaders of the Communist united front offer.
1t was decided at the same time to take part unitedly, with the
trade union banners, in the anti-fascist demonstration. When Dr.
Heller, a social-democratic Senator, spoke at a Ieéting of the
social-democratic party in Dur onh the political situation and
casually mentioned that the Communist Party had madé a united
,front offer, there was a sudden burst of applause and the workers
cned “ Umty is being established at last.”

The feelmg among the workers in the factories is shown by the
following : The factory committee and the reformist trade union
organisations of the largest metal works in Prague, the Cesko-
. Moravska, have not rejected the united front offer of the Red
fraction of the factory committee as demandéd by the social-
democratic Central Committee, but have addressed a letter to them
expressing their willingness to co-operate and promising to discuss
further the concrete proposals. In Witkovitz, where the largest
iron works in Czechoslovakia is situated, the workers at a member-
ship meeting of the German social-democratic trade union federa-
. tion energetxcally démanded that the united front offer should be

accepted. ' In Neustadt on Methau a conference, which was
attended by representatives of social-democratic and Czech socialist
organisations, deeided to carry out a joint action agairnst high
prices, fascism and war.

Numereus factories and workshops have already proceeded to
the realisation of united action. In Slovakia, above all in Brati-
slava, important steps have been taken in this direction. In the
Matador Works, where 2,000. workers are employed, the social-
democratic organisations aceepted the united front offer and,
together with the revolutionary organisations, arranged for com-
mon aetion by all organisations in the fight against attacks on
wages and against other capitalist attacks. At the Klinger weaving
weorks in Bratislava, a mee‘r,ing_ of the whole works took place at
which representatives of the Red trade unions spoke as well as
representatives of the reformist trade unions. Here, too, it was
decided to set up the united front. In Prague there is already a
Jeint Committee of Action to which the workers of nearly 50 enter-
- prises have sent representatives.

A large number of social-democratic organisations have adopted -
decisions in favour of fighting unity. In Politz on Mathau, nine-

social-democratic organisations have adopted united front resolu-
tions at their plenary meetings. In Kaaden, the social-democratic
workers and functionaries, when they heard of the offer made by

. the Communist Party to the social-democratic parties, approached

the local Communists proposing that they should act together with
them against the Nazis. These examples are being everywhere
enthusiastically followed. Social-denioeratic workers and whole
organisations are now directly approaching the Communist Party
and declaring themselves ready to carry out joint actions on the
basis of the Communist Party*s united front offer.

A large number of united conferences have already been held.
In Holeschau a joint conference of social-democratic, Czech
socialist and Communist workers decided to organise a joint
demonstration against the worsening of the health insurance and
for the release of Ernst Thaelmanh. In Prossnitz the social-demo-
eratic and Comnitinist garment workers have set up a united front
committee. The social-democratic workers have decided to send a
delegation of garment workers to the U.S.8.R. A conference con-
vened by social-democratic workers took place in Lisan at which
25 social-democratie, six Christian and 29 Communists and un-
organised workers were present.

We could quote further facts which demonstrate the desire
and determination of the social-democratic workers to realise unity
of ‘action. We will mention a few of the many decisions in favour
of the united front: Plenary meeting of the Prague group of the
réformist union of butchers; a local organisation of the social-
democratic party in Koeberitz, near Troppau, reformist. food
workers” trade union in Jungbunzlau, reformist district trade
uhten council in Tannwald; 16 local groups of the reformist
miners’ union in Brux, Ostrau, and Nurschana coalfields and in
Slovakia.

Special mention 'should be made of the activity of the young
workers, who have likewise furnished numerous proofs of their
desire to set up the united front. The socialist youth organisation
in Rakvice has been expelled from the Socialist Youth League
because it pronoumnced in favour of the united front. This group
has gone over in ‘a body to the Young Communist League. A con-
ference of youhg factory workers was held- in Prague at which
53 ‘delegates representing 22 enterprises were present. The con-
ferehce decided to carry out a united International Youth Day.
Thus the workers in all parts of Czechoslovakia are responding to
the united front offer of the Communist Party. Disregarding the
ukase of their leaders, they are accepting the brotherly hand of
the Communist workers.

Agreement for Proletarian Unity of Action

‘Between the C.P. of Italy and the Italian

Soeialist Party

(I) The delegations of the Communist Party of Italy. and of
tHe Italian Socialist Party assembled to discuss the questions.of
prolétarian unity of action, tecord that in the general sphere of
principles and in the estimation of the international. situation
there exist fundamental differences in doctrine, metheds and
tactics which prevent the setting up of a common political front
and still more ah organisational amalgamation. But these differ-
enhces of opinion do not prevent the existence of agreement by
both parties oh definite concrete topical questions of the . prole-
tarian struggle agatnst fascism and war.

The two parties, pledging themselves to make the utmost use
of the discontent and the concentrationi of the forces of the
people, to whom they appeal, and fo sécure to the proletariat—the
inte¥preter of the general interests of seciety—the leadership of
thre political struggle, enter into an agreement with ‘the following
aims in view :—

(8) Against the intervention in Austria and against the danger
of wat in general which arises out of the conflict of the imperialist
interests and the fascist policy of war provocation. The guiding
lines of tHis action were laid down in the joint manifesto of July 31,
by which all the sections, groups and functionaries of both parties
are bound;

(b) To wrest the victims of the special courts and:oppression
from the prisons ahd the islands of banishment, and to enforce a
complete and unconditional amnesty, to participate actively in the
international campaign for the release of Thaelmann; Seitz and all
vietitis of fascism;

(c) To work: for the defence and the improvement of the stan-
dard of living of the toilers, agdinst any reduction of wages and
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salaries, for the support of all unemployed, against distraint, for
the cancellation of the debts and the taxes owing by the poor
peasants, for the immediate demands of the toiling masses;

(d) Against the corporative system, for the freedom of the trade
unions, for representation of the workers in the factories, for the
freedom of coalition, the press and the right to strike, for the free
election of trade union funttionaries, for all liberties to the people.

(II) The two parties pledge themselves, taking into account
the local possibilities of struggle, to issue the necessary instruc-
tions to their lower organisations, groups and all functionaries in
order to promote and co-ordinate common actions for the aims laid
down in the present agreement, these actions to be carried out in
such forms as prove to be most suitable in the given circumstances.

(ITI) The two parties pledge themselves to issue instructions to
their brother organisations in the countries with an immigrant
Italian population, to support the struggles of the Italian prole-
tariat in their country, to combat the advance of fascism among
the masses of immigrants and to secure the defence of the rights
of the immigrants by means of the trade union and political
organisations.

(IV) The two parties, whilst keeping to the discipline of their
respective Internationals, will exert their influence to promote in
eyery country the policy of unity of action.

(V) The two parties shall preserve their complete operative
autonomy in regard to principles. Each party will continue to
carry on its particular propaganda and action, but at the same
time pledges itself to make use of its undisputed right to give per-
fectly frank expression to the differences of opinion existing on
questions of principles and tactics which still stand in the way of
the setting up of a common politieal front and organisational

-amalgamation, in such a manner as not to frustrate or hinder the

development of the common actions on which agreement has
already been arrived at.

(VI) The two parties reserve themselves the right to carry on
their own recruiting work. They agree that during the course of
the common actions they will refrain from any interference with
the other party for the purpose of disintegrating its arganisations

‘and updermining its discipline.

(VII) The delegations of the two. parties will maintain contact
with each other and a meeting of them may be convened on the
request of either party in order to examine any new proposals con-
cerning the carrying out of this agreement and to settle in the
spirit of this agreement any question of dispute which may arise.

Communist Party of Italy Italian Socialist Party
(Section of the C.I.) (Section of the L.S.1.)

* #* * * &

On the initiative of the Communist Party of Italy which was
accepted by the Italian Socialist Party, the delegations of the two
parties held four meetings on July 27 and 31, and on August 6 and

'17, in-order to discuss the possibility of the conclusion of an agrge-

ment between the two parties on the struggle against fascism and
war.

At the first meeting, after a general exchange of ideas on the
problems to be discussed and.in view of the serious danger of war
arjsing from the Nazi putsch in Vienna, which was followed hy the
mobilisation of Italian troops on the Austrian frontier, the two
delegations came to an understanding regarding the principles of
a joint manifesto against the intervention in Austria and against
the danger of war. This manifesto was approved at the next

meeting.
* * * * *®

DECLARATION OF THE ITALIAN ‘SOCIALIST PARTY
After the resumption of the general discussion on August 6,

the Socialist Party submitted the following declaration :—
The Italian Socialist Party, in concluding a partial agreement
with the Communist Party of Italy, confined to some immediate
aims of the struggle against faseism and war, considers it neces-
sary, in order to make plain the political struggle of the socialists,
to convey to the Communists and all toilers its own ideas regard-

.ing the questions of organisational ynity and a joint political front

of the two workers’ parties as a prelude to organisational unity,

Qrganisational unity is still impossible owing to the lack of a
solid doctrinal basis, which cannot- result from a simple joining
tagether of social-democratic and Bolshevist formulses.

The carrying out of a joint political front was up to now and
still is rendered impossible owing to the Communist slogan of
social fascism and the tactics of the united front from below which
are being adopted as a manceyvre against the socialist parties.

The Italian Bocialist Party records that the C.P. of Italy, by
submitting to the Secialist Party concrete proposals for an agree-
ment, has abandoned the theory of social fascism. It records at
the same time that the French Communist Party, by including in
the agreement with the French Socialist Party the joint struggle
for the defence of the democratic freedom, has in fact abandoned
the tacties pursued by the Communists in Germany and in other
countries. But the Italian Seocialist Party is not yet able to judge
the real importance of this change of tactics, which was not pre-
ceded by any discussion in public and which is not being applied on
an international scale, as is proved by the facts in Austria, where
the struggle is being continued against the social demacracy, and
in Germany, where no concrete proposals for joint actions were
submitted to the social demeocrats, and in Russia, where the
measures in force with regard to the socialists have not been
changed in the least. Thus there exists an ambjguity which
heavily encumbers the relations between the socialists and the
Communists, and which can only be dispelled by the Seventh
Congress of the Communist International.

In spite of the still existing uncertainty, the Italian Soeialist

‘Party, which has always advocated as against the tactics of the

united front from below the tactics of loyal agreements between
party and party and between the two Internationals, considered it
its duty not to oppose an agreement regarding aims which are defi-
nitely laid down in the interest of the class struggle of the Ifalian
proletariat. The party, however, does not intend to avoid the
problem of organisational unity, and whilst pledging itself to work
openly for the remowval of all hindrances and ambiguities which
have become deeply rooted during the ten years of split and {ratri-
cidal struggle, again confirms its faithful allegiance to unity: one
working class—one Socijalist Party—one International.
Executive of the Italian Socialist Party.

* * * * *

DBECLARATION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ITALY
The Communist Party, en its part, submitted the following
declaration : —

The Political Bureau of the C.P. of Italy is of the opinion, that
the publication of separate declarations by each of the parties
may seriously impede the carrying out and development of unity
of action on which agreement has been reached.. .

As, however, the leading body of the Italian Socialist Party m-
sists on the publication of its declaration, the Politigel Puneay bf
the C.P. of Italy considers it necessary to sake the following
statement : —

It is necessary to bear in mind that the political action of the
C.P. of Italy has always been directed towards realisation of the
united front and the unity of the working class.

The Communist Party never considered the tactics of the
united front as a manceuvre. If hitherto the united front has heen
only partially realised from below, in spite of the numerous
proposals directed to the socialist parties themselves in the various
countries, this has been the resylt of the systematic refusal of the
latter to enter into any negotiations for uynity of action with the
Communists. At the same time the leaders of the socialist parties
conducted a policy of collaboration with the bourgeoisie and even
participated in the bourgeois governments of the countries
concerned.

This policy of collaboration with the bourgeoisie has split the
workmg class and in fact paved the way to fascism, both in Ger-
many and Austria, where the socialist parties had power in thejr
hands. It is thanks to this policy, which the Communists desig-
nate as social fascism, that up to now unity of action of all
exploited against the exploiters has been prevented. .

The agreement concluded on the initiative of the Communist
Party of Italy between the latter and the Italian Socialist Party,
even if it is confined to some immediate and definitely laid down
fighting aims, is based on the class foundation of joint action
agajinst fascism and war. All the exploited are able on this basis
to realise their unity of action against their exploiters.

It is certain that the class unity of action will develop to the
political unity of the working class in a single party. The Com-
munist Party will continue to fight for the most comprehensive
carrying out of unity of action and for its development towards
the political unity of the working class in a single party, with a
single programme, a single tactic, a single discipline, based on
revalutionary Marxism, i.e., on the consistent class struggle, which
excludes any collaboration with the bourgeoisie. This is the policy
consistently advocated by the Communist International. This
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policy: ‘is : being victoriously carried out in Russia, where the
formula: one workmg class, one Party, has been realised for a long
t;lme

= 'The results on - the path of umty of action which have been
z{chxeved in some countries, -the agreements arrived at with the
executive bodies of various socialist parties, the agreement arrived
at between the Communist Party of Italy and the Italian Socialist
‘Party are achievements of great importance for the carrying .out
of.proletarian unity. The Seventh Congress of ‘the Communist
International will :doubtlessly again confirm the line to be pursued
for: proletarian. unity. worked out already by the previous Con-
igresses, .and by -declaring full approval of the results already
‘achieved, will:.call” upon all Communist Parties .to strengthen,
‘axtend and deepen their actions for unity.

' The ‘Communist Parties' have never abandoned thée defence of

democratic: libérties against fascist and reactionary attacks. The
Conimunists’ were everywhere and at all times the most persistent
shrid - Weroic 'défendérs.of the threatened liberties of the toiling
classes. In defence of these liberties'the Communist Party of Ger-
‘mhiny-repeatedly made proposals to the social-democratic party of
(}ermany to carry out joint actions, which proposals, however, were
systematically rejected by the leadership of this party. ‘Whilst the
‘Commiunists defend the threatened rights and liberties of the toil-
mg classes, they ‘at the same time expose the deceitful character
:and: the ‘{llusions .of ‘bourgeois democracy and call upon the workers
“to' fight for: ‘the Soviet Power, 'which, as is stated in the Programme
of the Communist Interhational and 'is proved by the living
example- of ‘thé Soviet Union; is 4 proletarian democracy, a demo-
eracy of the toiling masses, a ‘democracy against the exploiters.

Unity of action is‘on the march, in the forms and the manner
determmed by the partlcular conditions and experiences of each
separate ‘countly’ although the leaders of various socialist parties
still persist in-rejecting any discussions regarding the carrying out
of unity of action:with the Communists. But everywhere the Com-
mynist Parties are-at the head of the movement for the carrying
out of proletarian unity. The Communist Party of Italy will exert
all.its forees in order to realise also in Italy unity of action, prole-
tarian umty, as:quickly as possible, which will proceed victoriously
against hunger, fascism and against war.

Down With the Counter-Revolutlonary
Trotskyists !

“By Jacques Duclos (Paris) -
The following article is taken from “LHumamte ” of

" August 31.—Eb. ‘

Thé Communist  International, by its revolutionary activity,
has evoked the hatred of the bourgeoisie.” The fascists of all ten-
' dencies the agents of big capital, are furiously raging against the
"Commumsts against the country of the proletarian dictatorship.
v The Soviet " Umon is being attacked on all sides. Here is the
) dlﬁx‘upter Doriot, who casts suspicion on the motives of the forelgn
Lpd)licy of the Sov1ets although everybody realises that this policy
is dlrected towards the maintenancé of peace. There are the
“miserable ' Trotskyists, who proclaim the bankruptcy of 'Bol-
“shevlsm and call for the founding of a so-called Fourth Inter-
‘national in order thereby to split the forces of the working class.

. This concerted actlon of the anti-Communist and anti-Soviet
‘caluthniators among whom * Doriot' and the Trotskylsts play
deﬁnlte roles, amounts to nothing else but sowing distrust in the
ranks of the workmg class. against the first proletarian State.

o ’(t is not ‘hecessary to prove the anti-Soviet role of the
"I‘rotskyists ‘it is already’ known, and the adventurer Trotsky, no
matter how “ revolutxonary » he may make himself out to be, is
nevertheless one of the fiercest opponents of the Soviet govern-
] ment one of ‘the counter-revolutionaries upon whom the enemies
jof the proletarian dlctaborshlp are relymg in their efforts to
' échleve their ¢riminal aim. =
'Many facts go to prove the disruptive role of the Trotskyists.
We have seén how they opnosed the Anisterdam-Pleyel movement
'and attempted ‘to discredit and sabotage it. 'We have seen how
they attempted to incite the social-democratic workers against
their Commumst brothers in order to vrevent the realisation of
' unity ‘of action. We have seen how the Trotskyists attempted to
“periétrate’ 'into the ‘socialist orgamsatxons in order to frustrate
'unity of action at all costs.
' The abominable role of this miserable clique is best charac-
tensed by their disruptive policy, which is completely in the
“Ynterests bf the bourgeoisie. Hence our attitude to the Trotskyists

ity

is very simple: they are counter-revolutionaries who have no fol-
lowing whatever and whom we have to combat with inexorable
determination, making no concessions to them. It is impossible to
set up a united front with counter-revolutionaries.

In order to realise the united front with the socialist toilers
we. make concessions in so far as we declare our readiness to fight
for the realisation of slogans which," while not comprising our
entire programme, correspond to the interests of the working class.
But there is a great difference between these concessions, which
are understood by every toiler and approved by him, and conces-
sions granted to a band of counter-revolutionaries who wish us to
acknowledge that Trotsky is one of the victims of capitalist
reaction.

. For this reason we can only regret that our Young Com-
munists in Belgium have entered into negotiations with the
Trotskyists and accepted conditions which cannot be agreed to by
Communists and adherents of the united front. )

We do not formulate any conditions which are unacceptable
to the others, and therefore expect that no conditions shall be sub-
mitted to us which we cannot accept. Therefore we believe that
Comrade Henri de Boeck committed an error in that, after making
a speech.in which he made reservations regarding defence of
Trotsky, he nevertheless finally agreed to this defence within the
frame of a united front pact between the young socialists, the
Young Communist League and the Trotskyist Youth.

" The arguments in defence of this attitude undoubtedly bespeak
anxiety lest the negotiations might be broken off. This is correct,
but our position before the workers will not be a firm one if whilst
demonstrating our will to united action, we do not remain unyield-

“ing in regard to questions of principle and under no circumstances

permit the disruptive manceuvres of the counter-revolutionary

Trotskyists. '
It need not be argued that our unyielding attitude will lead to

the breaking off of negotiations. The enemies of the united front

‘may attempt to manceuvre by making use of Trotsky. And those

leaders who reject the united front on the pretext that we refuse
to place Hitler fascism and the land of Socialism on the same level,
will call forth the strongest condemnation by the working class.

‘Therefore we say to our friends in Belgium, that by capitulating
to the Trotskyist manceuvres, by permitting the united front with
the Trotskyists, they have facilitated the work of the splitters of the
working class. Not only the Communist but also the socialist com-
rades who honestly and sincerely want united action will learn
from this experience. The counter-revolutionary Trotskyists, how-
ever, are only seeking to sabotage the united front. The fight for
unity of action must not be separated from the fight against the
Trotskyists, who are the most bitter enemies of the Soviet Union
and of common action of the proletariat.

Splendid Mass Action of the Proletarian United
Front in Sweden
By A. J. Sm. (Stockholm)

The workers in Skene, the biggest textile factory in Sweden,
have carried out a successful action against the bourgeoisie and
its class justice.

For years the workers of Skene conducted a persistent tenaci-
cus struggle against the tremendously increased rationalisation.
They have to work in three shifts, day and night; and even on
Saturday the last shift has to work until 10 o’clock at night. Some
months ago the workers put forward the ‘demand for earlier
closing on Saturday. -As, however, all their representations were
ignored, the workers, under Communist leadership, proceeded to
action and in April the last shift left the factory at 6 o’clock in
the evening.

The employers appealed to the reformist union, whose leaders
had implored the workers to be “reasonable,” but without success.
The workers left the factory at 6 o’clock each week, whereupon
the employers’ federation brought 380 workers before the Labour
Court on account of breach of the tariff agreement, and demanded
compensation. The proceedings of this court always take place
at Stockholm, so that the plaintiff and the defendants invariably
send sonteone to represent them instead of attending themselves.

The bourgeoisie and social democratic leaders were therefore
greatly perturbed when the accused workers decided to close down
the whole factory during the court proceedings and to go in a body
to Stockholm, in order to conduct their own defence. This deter-
mined mass action met with a great response among the broadest
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circles of workers. In numerous places through which the workers
passed, 1n the textile centres of Boros and Norrkoeping, large
-mass demonstrations took place. In Stockholm the Workers’ Inter-
national Relief and the Red Trade Union Opposition organised
a meeting of welcome, which was -attended by 6,000 workers.
Thousands of reformist workers took part in this demonstration,
at. which the 225 “criminals” were greeted with enthusiastic
applause. )

! On the next day the court proceedings commenced, followed
with the greatest interest by the whole of the public. Thanks
to the courageous attitude of the accused workers the bourgeois
court was exposed as an instrument of the ruling class against the
working class. The chairman raged and fumed against the pro-
letarians, who firmly defended their cause. They described the
conditions of the factory and proved that technically it would be
easy to ¢lose earlier on Saturdays as demanded, a fact which could
not be contradicted by the representative of the employers. The
numerous social democrats among the 225 accused, among .them
belng young workers, women and old men, as they stood in the
dock, received a valuable object lesson in the methods empioyed
even in “democratic” Sweden as soon as the class ‘-terests of
the bourgeoisie are at stake. They never imagined that “ justice”
in the State ruled by their party comrades would e so openly
and cynically on the side of the capitalists.

"This mass action of the Skene workers shows that the SWEdlSh
workers are now beginning to defend themselves more energetically
against the insane rationalisation, which is praised by the reform-
ists as “ progress.” It is also a splendid example of the success
of the proletarian united front. This action is a splendid pre-
lude to the coming bigger mass struggles against the new anti-
trade union law which is being prepared by the “Labour govern-
ment.” The C.P. of Sweden and the mass organisations symathis-
ing with 1t, must now extend the action so successfully begun, in
crder that the attack planned on the right of combination of the
workers shall be frustrated.

Fight for Unity of Action of the Miners

By I. B.

On August 26 a conference of the South Wales Miners’ Federa-
tion representing over 200 lodges took place in Cardiff. The con-
ference declared that the miners would stand by their demands for
wage increases and a shortening of working hours, and that they
would go on strike on October 1 in support of these demands. Tire
chairman of the conference, Oliver Harris, declared to journalists
after the conference that unless some favourable agreement was
come to beforehand the strike would begin on September 30.

The decision of the conference and the statement of Harris
show that the pressure of. the masses on their leaders is now so
strong that the latter have no alternative but to threaten the use
of the strike weapon. The situation in other parts of Great
Britain is similar. Conferences of miners have taken place in
Northumberland and Durham, and resolutions in favour of a fight
for better wages and working conditions have been adopted. A
resolution was brought before the conference in Northumberland
demanding political and trade union unity of action in the struggle
against fascism and capitalism and to improve the conditions of
the miners.

At the end of June a meeting of the United Miners’ Union
took place in the Saar district and an appeal was directed to other
miners’ unions calling for a struggle to improve wages and working
conditions. The leader of the Saar Union, Schwarz, who was
elected Vice-President of the Miners’ International Federation at
the last international congress in Lille, declared that in the present
situation it was impossible to put forward wage demands. How-
ever, Schwarz is now asking the management of the Saar mines
for an appointment to discuss the wage question as the increased
intensity of labour in the mines makes possible an improvement in
wages. What he declared to be impossible four weeks ago he now
declares possible and necessary, all due to the pressure of the
workers themselves.

In Belgium the mineowners had announced a wage cut of 5 per
cent. to come into operation on September 1, but they have now
been compelled to postpone the date until September 15.

In France, where the miners are growing more and more
rebellious, Vige and Legay are trying to draw the attention of the
miners away from the struggle for higher wages by visiting the
Ministries.

In Spain, Poland and Czechoslovakza the activity of the miners
is "also growing rapldly. 3

The. facts enumerated a,bove show  how correct the Inter-
national Miners’ Commmitiee was when it proposed that unity of
action should be established in the coalfieldsand approached the
Miners’ International Federation in this sense. The international
congress “avoided the “point. -Maessrs. Edwards, Harris, Vigne,
Delattre and Schwarz refused to give any concrete answer to the
proposals, but whe nthey returned to their own countries and came
under the pressure of their own members they were compelled to
recognise the correcthess of the demands for higher wages and
shorter working hours which stood at the head of the proposals of
the Intérnational Mirers’ Commiitee. This should be sufficient to
convince the miners of all countries that international mining
unity and thus international trade union unity can only be
obtained if unity of action is first organised in the various countries
and in the various mining districts.” The coming wage movements
amengst the miners must be utilised as a basis for the establish-
ment of unity of action, the first step towards trade union unity.

The reformist leaders demand the establishment of organisa-
tional unity. The resolution of the congress of the reformist
French ‘miners’-union which is affiliated to the C.G.T. (reformist
trade union federation) has a dozen separate points, but not one of
them says a word about-the immediate necessity of unity of action
on behalf of the demands of the miners. The congress in Lille
also treated the question very simply by declaring that unity could
be- established immediately if the members of the revolutionary
unions would only join the reformist unions. In its answer to the

-Miners’ International Federatlon the- International Miners’ Com-

mlttee declares : —

““The process of unitication can take place only in connec-

tion with the actual struggle of the miners on behalf of their

.~ demands. Only if the miners observe that the development of

. the trade union united front brings them advantages in the

struggle against the mineowners will the miners, organised in

the revolutionary unions, want to take part in a united Inter-

national, and the great army of unorganised miners will feel

sim;laﬂy, not to speak of those miners who are organised in

unions other than the reformist and revolutionary organisa-
tions.”

The main point about the struggle for unity must therefore be
the winning of all the miners for the struggle on behalf of their
own: demands.. The task of establishing unity of action is now
before the miners of all countries. The threatened wage cuts, etc.,
in Belgium can only be warded off if the Belgian miners .break
down the resistance of Delattre and his friends to joint action and
establish a united front in the struggle against the mineowners.

’I‘here is no doubt that the reformist miners’ leaders in Great
Bntam will do everything possible to avoid the use of the strike
weapon: . They are already doing their utmost to come to an
arrzmg‘ement with the mineowners. A rotten compromise between
the reformist leaders and the mineowners which will sacrifice the
«demands of the miners can be prevented only if the miners them-

-selves. establish unity of action in every pit and in every mining

district. -

The same applies to the Saar district. Here, too, neither the
reforxmst, nor the Catholic trade union leaders want to use the
strike weapon, and if tnere is to be any serious struggle for the
demands of ‘thé miners then the miners themselves will have to
orgamse it by establlshmg unity of action from below.

Radio and Electrification

The Myusski Square in Moscow has been chosen as the site
for the erection of the Radio Centre. 1In place of the former
Myusski Cathedral a gigantic’ twenty-four storey building will be
erected. Twenty-nine wireless studios and a wireless theatre will
be situated in this building. The foundation walls of the old
cathedral will be used in the new structure.

The electric locomotive “ W. L.” has proved a splendid success
on'its trial run on the line running from Stalinisi to Sestaphoni,

‘hauling a train totalling 900 tons in weight, whilst the locomotive

was built to haul only 800 tons. The Transcaucasian railway is
now being extended from its present terminus at Stalinisi to Tiflis.
As a result of electrification the time necessary for journeys has
been considerably reduced: for goods trains by 50 to 60 per cent.,
for passenger trains on the Tiflis-Stalinisi line from 4} to 2} hours.
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Fight Against Imperialist War

and Fascism

Defence of the Soviet Union the Duty of
Humanity

By Henri Barbusse (Paris)

“The idea of war is in the air. It can break out any
moment. At the end of July a situation suddenly arose which
was similar to that of 1914. . . . One must be prepared for war
not to-morrow but to-day. We must become a military, yes a
military, or better still a warlike nation. . . .”

Mussolini spoke these words from the top of a tank. The
countenance of the adventurer and condottiere in the service of
gza(étion was to be seen behind the mask of the pacifist chief of

ate.

All the capitalist countries accompanied the declaration of the
fascist “ veteran” with deafening music. The air manmuvres, the
general rehearsals for technically perfected war, are taking place
almost everywhere. At the present time air manceuvres are being
held in and around Paris. In the meantime the Amsterdam-
Pleyel Committee, which has made it its task to form and extend
the united front throughout the world for the fight against war
and fascism, arranged counter-demonstrations against the farce of
aerial defence. We now learn that the air manceuvres are not to
be held over Paris, but in the neighbourhood. In the meantime,
air manceuvres have been held in England, as a result of which it
has been proved that an air attack could in a few hours reduce
London to a heap of ruins covering seven million dead. Thus we
see that England has made considerable progress. It occupies
sixth place in the air armaments competition and aims at ad-
vancing to a higher position. Mr. Baldwin moved in the House of
Commons to increase the Air Force by more than 800 aeroplanes,
under the pretext that only a nation occupying a leading position
in the sphere of air armaments can compel other powers to reduce
their air fleets. Great Britain, for the sake of peace, is preparing
to build an air fleet of 1,300 aeroplanes.

Germany and Japan have become converted into huge drill
grounds and munition factories. The whole population of these
two countries are becoming more and more militarised, com-
mencing with the youth and the industrial workers, who are
systematically prepared for war which can break out any day.

Against whom and against what are the potentates in the capi-
talist countries- arming at such a feverish pace? The antagonisms
between the capitalist countries are increasing and becoming more
acute, as is only logical. The Nazi putsch in Vienna, which proved
an absolute failure, has opened the eyes of everybody. The most
sceptical are forced to realise what a danger-spot the Danube Basin
is. In the meantime the war-mongers, precisely because they are
aware of the tension between the capitalist States and because
they know that they are thereby risking everything, are together
seeking a way out which would permit them to harness their
peoples to the war chariots. War is the ideal solution. It would
free them at last from the terrifying nightmare which has been
weighing heavily upon them since a certain October revolution.

Mussolini, in the speech from which we already quoted, did
not hesitate to reveal his innermost thoughts:—

“ Because certain nations are on the ascent and others on
the decline,” declared the strangler of the Italian people,
“there remains, in spite of the best will, in spite of conferences
and protocols, only one way out—war.”

Expressed in plain language, this means: because to-day there
is only one nation and one people which is on the ascent, namely,
the workers’ and peasants’ State, the capitalist countries, which
are on the decline and collapsing, cannot do anything else but unite
for war against the Soviet Union.

Mussolini has not taught us anything new. We know his prin-
ciples and his aims. The World Committee and the World Com-
mittee of the Youth for the Fight against War and Fascism have
repeatedly, and especially in the Manifesto of the full session of
the International Bureau of Amsterdam-Pleyel and the Youth on
July 31, declared that the danger of war against the Soviet Union
is becoming more threatening every day.

“The rising wave of provocations hy Japanese imperialism
and its strategic preparations along the Soviet frontiers indis-
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putably prove that Japan is determined to make war on the

Soviet Union at any price.”

The events of the last four weeks have confirmed this declara-
tion in an alarming manner. Not a week, in fact not a day, passes
without provocations by the Japanese military clique and their
puppets in Manchukuo. Officials of the Chinese Eastern Railway
are still being arrested. Never has a campaign of robbery and lies
been carried on so far in order to convert a neighbour into an
enemy and force it to war.” It is only because Japan has to deal
with such a powerful and peaceful partner as the Soviet State,
which is master of itself, that this insolent game which it is pur-
suing has not achieved its aim. It is clear that Japan is bent on
seizing the Chinese Eastern Railway not only in order to save the
purchase money, but in order to continue its policy of robbery.

The Soviet government has given a plain and emphatic answer
through its Ambassador in Tokyo to these provocations. This docu-
ment is such a damning indictment of the Japanese government
and its Manchurian puppets that other pretexts must be sought
for the seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway than the tragi-
comedy staged hitherto.

The diplomats and the general staffs of nearly ‘all the im-
perialist powers are eagerly working in order to launch an attack
against the Soviet Union from the East, the South and the West.
A short time ago it was reported in certain newspapers that a
military alliance was in course of preparation between Great
Britain and Japan. These reports have called forth only a feeble
denial which amounts in fact to a confirmation.

1t is clear that German imperialism is doing its utmost to win
over Pilsudski Poland as an ally. As an inducement Germany has
promised Poland a large slice of the Soviet Union, and in addition
certain advantages from the dismemberment of the Baltic States.
There is no doubt that an agreement would be reached with regard
to the Polish corridor. It seems that in the last few days a secret
agreement has been concluded between Germany and Poland
according to which, in the event of war, Poland would supply food
and raw materials and Germany war materials. Who could deny
that this agreement represents a war plan against the U.S.S.R.?

In this very serious and threatening situation the working
masses of the world must launch a counter-offensive in order to
frustrate the aims of the international war incendiaries. The
Soviet Union has done its utmost in order to maintain peace in the
interests of the masses of the whole world. The moment has now
come when the masses of the people in the capitalist countries
must come forward in a broad united front in order to prevent the
war against the Soviet Union and to shatter the block of tpe
imperialists. In various countries Socialist and Communist, Chris-
tian and non-party workers, employees and intellectuals, women
and children, have unitedly expressed their determination to bring
to nought the war designs against the workers’ and pgasants’
Republic. The World Movement against War and Fascism has
made it its historic task to defend the Soviet Union with the aid of
the whole of humanity.

We are millions who are inspired with the ambition to become
the world organ of united action, to stand at the side of the great
free people and win the emancipation of the subjected peoples.
We address a passionate appeal to all opponents of war and oppres-
sion, no matter to what party they belong, to join our mass moye-
ment and, together with us, fulfil their duty by defending the
Soviet Union.

War Danger in the Far East !

Appeal of the C.C. of the Communist Party of Germany
Workers, peasants, women, youth and soldiers!

Bombs are bursting on the Amur! The mouths of the guns
are directed against the Soviet Union. Predatory Japanese im-
perialism has commenced a series of criminal war provocations in
the Far East. Peaceful Soviet citizens have been arrested by the
Japanese. Bought white guardist gangs are instigating bloody
attacks on the Soviet Consulate in Harbin. “Law and qrder,"
shout the Japanese robbers. Behind this mask they w1sh. to
impose martial law on the Chinese Eastern Railway and forcibly
seize possession of it. Hitler’'s Japanese prothers rudely and
brusquely rejected the offer of a non-aggression pact mage by the
U.S.S.R. The persistent peace efforts of the Soviet Union pave
been replied to with cynical threats of war an(_i fregh provocatlops.
Japanese Ministers are openly propagating invasion of Russian

territory.
German fascism is applying the torch to the powder barrel
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in Europe. Hitler is goading and scourging the German people
with chauvinistic orgies, celebrations of the battles of Sedan
and Tannenberg, election swindles, wage reductions, terror and
bullets. Fascism is ready any day to fire the Serajevo shot and
to drive the furies of war over town and country. The Hitler
putsch in Austria could have let loose war over night. The Ger-
man and Austrian districts, the towns and villages of Danzig and
the Saar, could he converted over night into fields strewn with
corpses by Hitler’s provocations. The treaty concluded with
Poland by the Danzig Nazis is a fresh fascist war-provocation
against the Soviet Union. The Hitler dictatorship has openly
rejected the Eastern Pact proposed by Litvinov. Hitler, Goering
and Blomberg are openly and undisguisedly demonstrating their
criminal war intentions. German fascism is openly committing
its Serajevo provocations in the Baltic and the Soviet Ukraine.
The demagogic campaign “for the starving Russia” is only a
cloak for the criminal fascist war policy.

Mussolini’s troops are standing ready at the Brenner Pass.
Italian fascism, lauded by Hitler as “ Germany’s ally,” shows
undisguisedly its bloody, chauvinistic countenance, and wishes to
annex whole districts of Austria. Encouraged by Hitler’s warlike
adventurism, the Japanese general staff in the Far East is com-
mitting one arbitrary act after another. “War may break out
to-morrow,” declared Mussolini at this year’s autumn manceuvres
of the Italian troops. The fascist imperialist warmongers wish
to plunge the whole world into the drum fire of artillery, the
deadly hell of poison gas. The profit ghouls and the war con-
tractors are lying in wait in order to pocket huge profits from
heaps of corpses and bombarded towns.

Workers, peasants, toilers, young people, women, soldiers,
sailors! We Communists sound the alarm! We call upon the
whole of the working people and soldiers to stand ready at any
moment to take up the organised mass fight against the insanity
of war. We call upon you to stay the arm of the general staffs,
the fascist provocateurs and adventurers, who are under the com-
mand of monopoly capital, by powerful mass action. Wives and
mothers, do not permit your husbands and sons to be driven
to the slaughter by the profit-greedy per cent. patriots.

Fight with us Communists to prevent the threatening mass
murder!

Class comrades! Reply to the Hitler fascists and the Japanese
provocateurs by creating the unity of action of all workers of
Germany! The unity of all social democratic, Communist, trade
union and Christian workers, the common action of all who
want peace, who hate war and wish to prevent it, will bring to
nought the criminal plans of the fascists. Our appeal to fight
against war is addressed to all toilers, to all organisations, no
matter to what party they may belong, to defend with us the
gigantic work of peace and construction of the Soviet Union.

Mobilise the factories, alarm the docks and armament works!
Arouse the will to active fight against the production and trans-
port of war material! Prevent now the transport of arms, muni-
tions, aeroplanes and war supplies to the Japanese warmongers.
Stop the railway trains, waggons and ships which are to bring
deadly lead to Japan to slaughter our Russian brothers. German
soldiers, S.A. and S.S. men! Do not fire on your fellow-country-
men! Do not fire on the soldiers of other countries. Fraternise
with them in the fight against capitalism!

Fellow working men and women! Launch united actions for
fight and struggle in all factories and all villages of Germany!
Fight everywhere against the reduction of wage and piece rates,
against compulsory contributions, against the sending of young
workers on the land, against the slavish Labour Law, for your
factory demands, for the right of coalition, freedom of the press
and to strike! That is the best blow that can be delivered against
the fascist provocateurs and enemies of the people.

Elect united fighting committees against war and fascism in
the munition factories, the mines, in the ports, the railway depots!
Unite all forces which- wish to prevent war, to overthrow fascism
and which want freedom and socialism under the flag of prole-
tarian internationalism. In alliance with the toilers of the whole
of Europe protect our socialist Soviet fatherland, the Soviet Union.

Down with chauvinism!

Down with Hitler fascist and Japanese war provocations!

Long live the united action to prevent war! Long live the
socialist Soviet Union!

Central Committee of the Communist Party of Germany.

British Labour l.eaders Preparing for War

By Gore Graham

The leaders of social-democracy and of the reformist trade
unions are always, in everything they do, agents of capitalism
within the workers’ ranks. Still, there are certain of their actions
which seem to stand out above the rest as glaring illustrations of
just how treacherous the whole policy of social democracy is. Such
an act is the recent decision of the British Labour leaders to come
out into open opposition to the anti-Fascist rally in Hyde Park
(September 9). This deliberate attempt to split the ranks of the
workers in face of the development of a British army of black-
shirted thugs must have roused a feeling of unutterable disgust
amongst all class-conscious workers.

And so, these infamous harbingers of the same terror and
misery that our Austrian and German fellow workers are now
enduring, these British Labour leaders who want to do for the
British worker what their opposite numbers have done for the
German and Austrian workers, now throw their weight into
attempts to smash the anti-fascist front.

And war; when we talk of war preparation in Britain we
cannot for a moment think merely of the armament increases, the
British Foreign Office’s anti-Soviet diplomacy, the new Sedition
Bill, etc. We have to recognise quite clearly that the British
Labour leaders have already got their coats off and their sleeves
rolled up in the work of positively preparing for war. It is no
longer a case of their pursuing a policy that eventually means war,
but a case of actual eve-of-war preparations. Listen to what
George Hicks said to the Congress of the Amalgamated Union of
Building Workers on August 29 : —

“ Some people,” said Mr. Hicks, “ would like them to declare
that they would call a general strike at any time and on any
matter, but why declare in advance what they would do?

“ Supposing Hitler came over here, would it be the job of
the Labour movement to say ‘ Come along, brother, and bring
your Brownshirts’ ?” (“ Daily Herald ”’; report August 30.)

This is simply 1914-18 all over again. “ Are we going to let the
Prussians come over here and dominate us? Up, trade unionists,
and at ’em.” The trade union and Labour party leaders who
gathered British workers together in 1914-18 in order to destroy
and be destroyed in imperialist war are again getting on the job.
In its very self it is a measure of the imminence of war that these
people should be coming forward more and more openly as recruit-
ing agents and splitters of the working-class opposition to war.

The Congresses are being mobilised behind definite pro-war
policies in full readiness for war.

“ Opposition to war,” continued Mr. Hicks, “is funda-
mental with us, but that does not mean that we are not going
to hit back when we are hit, or that we are not going to try to
prevent the taking away of our liberty. I am an anti-war
propagandist, but I am not going to say that at all times and
in all circumstances I shall refuse to fight to defend the rights
and the liberties that have been won in this country.”

“Why tell them what we are going to do when war breaks
out? ” Hicks asks. And the very same week M. Jouhauz, at the
General Council meeting of the I.F.T.U., declared that when war
breaks out precisely nothing can be done. But if Jouhaux means
the reformist leaders when he says “ we can do nothing ” then he
is wrong, for they can do and will do what they are doing now,
what they have done in the past—act as agents of death amongst
the workers recruiting imperialism’s cannon fodder.

Every month during the past half-year, during a period in
which war has grown patently nearer and nearer, these trade
union and Labour leaders have been making it clear where they
are going to try and lead the workers in case of war. Bromley
began some months ago in his declaration openly in favour of
some wars with a special anti-German reference of 1914-18 vintage.
He was followed by the leaders of the A.E.U. and the latest develop-
ments of the T.U.C.’s policy in regard to war—all of them full of
jingoist apprehension at the danger of uncivilised countries attack-
ing our beautific democratic Britain.* Hicks's contribution and
the activities of the LF.T.U. at Weymouth last week are the latest
steps.

“We are fundamentally opposed to war,” says Hicks. “Funda-
mentally ” is a nice word. Both he and Bromley and all the others
add that they would certainly not oppose all wars. No indeed,
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they are not opposed to all: wars. But there is only one war they
are fundamentally oppoced to, and that is anti-capitalist war—the
war of the workers and oppressed peoples against capitalism.

“Why tell them what we are going to do?” asks Hicks. By
“them ” he means the capitalists. Well; he has no need to tell
them what “we” (meaning the trade union leaders) are going
to do. The capitalists know well enough, as we k‘lOW and as all
our fellow werkers must be made to know.

*“Members must remember that a number of important
nations were now servile States under the heel of armed dictator-
ship, which aimed at smashing the trade union movements of the
world. He could conceive of circumstances in which it would be to
the interest of Brlt’nsh trade unionists w1lhngly to help our country
in case of war’ (Mr Bromley, General Secretary, A.S.L.E.F.
May 27, 1934.

“If there were acgresswe action agamst this country, I do not
know that we should allow the aggressors to walk over us, eveh
though we do not believe in war.” (4. B. Swales, A.E.U. Confer-
ence, June 1, 1934.)

Y outh Action Against Fascism and War
" By J. Wiesner (Paris)

Twenty-five thousand young socialists from Belgium, France,
Austria, Germany, Switzerland' Holland and the Scandinavian
countries met at the beginning of August in Liége. They met
under the slogan: “Fight against Fascism and War,” and they
expected that decisions for a revolumonary offensive agamst
fascism and against imperialist war would be adopted

The majority of the young socialists are beginning to break
with reformism, although in some countries this process is deve-
loping more rapidly than in others. = The organ of the young
socialists of Schaerbeak in Belgium published ‘a speeial number
for the meeting under the slogan: “ Not the de Man Plan ,but the
Soviet Power,” and the number was sold extensively amongst the
young workers. The majority of the young socialists demanded
that their International should take up. a clear attitude to the
question of imperialist war and that in the event of the outbreak
of war all efforts should be made to transform the imperialist war
into a civil war-for -the overthrow iof the bourgeoisie. They also
demanded a ceaseless struggle against fascism and against the
fascist measures of the so-called democratic governments.

At the international meeting, which was addressed by Vander-
velde, who spoke in. favour of the defence of the fatherland,
Godefroy spoke in favour of the transformation of the imperialist
war into a civil war for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie. This
time Ollenhauer-Vorrink siicceeded once again in the session of
the Executive Committee of the Young Socialist International in
" securing the rejection of a resolution put forward by Daugé: (Bel-
gium) calling for a revolutionary attitude in the question of war.
The resolution was lost with 22 against 11 votes. - However, in
order to avoid a complete breach between the leadership and the
masses of the members, it was agreed to dxscuss the questlon again
at the next Executive meeting.

The spirit expressed by the. young socialists at their meeting
was all in favour of the establishment of a united .front with the
young Communists and with all other anti-fascist elements. This
spirit was also expressed on many placards whlch were carmed
during the meeting.

This will to unity was expressed most strongly ‘by the delega-
tions from France, Austrig, Belgium, Switzerland, and Germany.
René Dumon, the secretary of the French Young Socialist Léague;
Duerenberger, the secretary of the Swiss Y.S.L.; and Papenik, the
representative of the young socialists of Austria, spoke in favour
of revolutionary unity-at the session of:the Executive Committee
of the Y.S.I. which took place after the meeting, and they de-
manded the organisation of joint action :with the young Commun-
ists and with the world movement of the youth against fascism
and war.

The meeting and the subsequent Executive session showed the
abyss which separates the leaders from the masses of the young
socialists. In an article published in the “Populaire” on the 16th
August René Dumon pointed out that fundamental differences of
cpinion had shown themselves at the Executive session. These
fundamental differences showed themselves chiefly in the strict
rejection of all united front proposals by the Ollenhaur, Vorrink,

Kanitz group and the support of such proposals by the Dumon-
Duerenberger group. The chief collision at the Executive session
took place in the discussion of the joint action organised between
the young socialists and young Communists in Austria. Ollen-
hauer declared that “under the existing circumstances” all such
joint -actions were  impossible; and he protested against the at-
tempts of the French and the Belgians to bring about such unity
of action without the control of the International. Papenik of
Austria- answered. by declaring that nothing could prevent the
Austrian young socialists from establishing unity of action with
the young ‘Communists.

“Typical of the crisis which is at present shaking the ranks of
the Y.S.I. was the fact that the German delegation publicly de-
clared that Ollenhauer, the secretary of the Executive Committee,
was not speaking in their name, as the German young socialists
had long ago abandoned reformism and were strongly in favour
of unity of action. The chairman of the Y.S.I, Vorrink, met with
a- hostile -reception from many of the young socialists as .a- pro-
tagonist of the compulsory labour eamp plans for the unemployed
youth. The Austrian delegation disavowed Kanitz and demanded
that -its representative Papenik should take part in the session of
the Exeeutive Committee, with full voting powers, and this was
granted.

The World Youth Committee against Fascism and War had
sent a delegation of three to the meeting in Liége in order to
negotiate with the Executive Committee of the Young Socialist
International with a view to organising joint.action. The delega-

tion was energetically supported by Dumon (France) and Dueren-

berger (Switzerland), and its members were warmly welcomed by
the young socialists from all countries. The delegation was en-
larged by the inclusion of representatives from Germany, Austrla
Switzerland, and France.

The proposals put forward by the delegation were supported
by 120 representatives of the young socialists in Austria, Germany,
Switzerland, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark and Holland, and
by Comrades Dumon and Duerenberger. These proposals, which
were placed before the Executive Committee of the Y.S.I. in writ-
ing, were as follows:—

(1) The organisation of joint meetings against fascism and
war in'all countries. (2) The establishment of organisational co-
operation on the part of all anti-fascist forces by means of"joint
committees, the publication of joint newspapers, etc., and other
forms of joint action. (3) A joint struggle for:the defence:of-all
democratic freedoms, including the freedom of the press, the free-
dom of speech, the right to organise, the right to strike; etc.  (4) A
joint struggle against the fascist militarisation of the youth. (5)
The joint organisation of active solidarity with all imprisoned
anti-fascists,” and in particular with the heroic anti-fascists of
Germany and Austria, and the joint organisation of immediate
assistance for those most urgently threatened by fascism, includ-
ing Thaelmann, Ludwig Renn, Karl von Ossietzky, and others.
(6) Joint action for the defence of the economic demands of the
young “workers, young peasants, and young soldiers.

In the letter which put forward these proposals the delega-
tion asked for a joint meeting with the Executive Committee of
the Y.S.I. to discuss them. Ollenhauer and lis friends tried to
ignore this letter completely, but Dumon and Duerenberger com-
pelled them to bring the letter before the session and read it aloud.
In the discussion Friedrich Adler used the old tactic of describing
the unity proposals as “a Communist manceuvre.”

Although the supporters of the united front proposals were in
a minerity on the Executive Committee, they are in a' majority

‘amongst the masses of the young socialists. This real majority

amongst the masses in favour of the united front will permit the
organisation of joint actions on the part of the youth in all coun-
tries against fascism and war. The World Youth Committee will
continue its efforts to establish a united front' and, heartened by

‘its success in Liége, it will redouble them 'in the conviction that

no power will be able to prevent the organisation of joint youth
action. "In addition, the successes of joint action in France, the
Saar, Austria, and other countries will tend to convince those who
are not yet convinced of the necessity of the united front, and to
bring them over to our side in the struggle for unity.

A united front of the anti-fascist youth in the capitalist coun-
tries, together with the youth of the socialist Soviet Union, would
represent an invincible force which, together with the working
class as a whole, could defeat fascism and war, overthrow" the
capitalist order of society and build up the new socialist society.
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Struggle Against Unemployment

Reformtst Plot Against the Workless in England

By R. B. (London)

" In 1920 the National Unemployed Workers’ Movement came
into existence—its aim being to organise the workless millions to

secure for themselves the right to full maintenance at such .periods -
“Work or

as capitalism could not provide for them. Its slogan:
Full Maintenance at- Trade Union Rates,” is a familiar one; to
which has been; rallied the bulk of the unemployed workers of
Britain: at one time and another since 1920.

. It has striven to ‘build up the unity between the employed
and the unemployed. Its little red badge, with the words “ Black-
leg' Proof,” has been prominent on many a picket line. = Its
hunger- marches have roused the toilers of Britain on many occa-
sions and compelled the government to make concessions which
it has stoutly refused to grant to‘the polite pleadmgs of the Parha-
mentary Labour Party.

Even in small things—very important to 1nd1v1dua1s——1t has
played a dominant role. Its members. have- been-to the fore in
resisting evictions. Its local representatives have everywhere
fought vahantly and with great success for those unemployed
men and women who have been knocked off benefit on one
pretext or another. The reformists have sneered at the N.U.W.M.
as.a “hot air ” organisation that can do nothing practical for the
unemployed, but the figures tell a very different tale.

In its early days the reformist trade union officials thought
there might be opportunities of exploiting the N.U.W.M. for their
own purposes,. but when they found that it would not sell its
revolutionary infegrity, they sheered off. A few years ago a move
was set on foot by the General Council of the Trade Union Con-
gress to start new Unemployed Associations, sponsored by the local
Trades Councils, with the object of keeping the unemployed away
from revolutionary influences and under the wing of the reformist
trade union organisations.

These unemployment associations started off w1th a great
flourish of trumpets, and because of financial and organisational
support received from Trades Councils and trade union organisa-
tions, for some little while recorded.some slight progress. But
not for long. }

The unemployed, faced with ever fresh attacks upon their
standards, ever fresh incursions upon liberty, demanded action,
whilst the idea of the reformist bureaucrats was to keep them
quiet. Consequently, the General Council of the Trade Union
Congress has been puzzling its brains to see what can be done
to make. the unemployed less troublesome and to keep them out
of revolutionary spheres of influence. To this end a sub-com-
mittee was appointed to report to the General Council. The leader
of the committee is Mr. A. M. Wall, a renegade Communist, who
is secretary of the London Trades Council. He has submitted a
memorandum to the General Council, which is one of the most
astounding documents ever put out in the name of trade unionism.

The reformists do not want to liquidate the unemployment
associations openly, but they do want to transform them into
respectable appendages of the various charity organisations for
the unemployed that have sprung up under bourgeois charity
auspices during the last few years.

Nevertheless, Mr. Wall admits the practical failure of the
reformists so far to nobble the organised workless. Says he:

“It will be admitted at once that our unemployed asso-
ciations cannot contribute much to a solution of the unem-
ployed problem. ... The only specific purpose our unem-
ployed associations appear to serve is to keep the connection
of unemployed trade unionists with our organised movement
and to prevent them falling under the influence of organisa-

tions whose aims and objects are not desirable. This is a

very useful function.... The Communist Unemployed

Associations definitely announce that their purpose is to

foment revolutionary activity among the unemployed, and also

among the employed, with a view to the forcible overthrow
of the present system of society.”

The latter appears a prospect that appals the one-time revo-
lutionary A. M. Wall, who then proposes that the unemployed
must be nursed more carefully and have plans worked out for
them. It is notable that these “democrats” do not propose the
unemployed working out their own programme—that would be

dangerous—but having a T.U.C. programme foisted upon them
Mr. Wall says.on this matter: -

“It seéms to me therefore that the T.U.C. General Councﬂ
must recoognise that unemployed organisations, such as have
come into existence under the T.JU.C. scheme, must be given

“more encouragement and a wide programme of action, mapped
out for them consistent with“the policy and programme of
the trade union movement as a whole for dealing with
unemployment. This appears to be necessary in view of the
fact that our unemployed associations are not developing any
considerable sphere of activity for themselves.”

Wall further states that the unemployed. associations can do
nothing for themselves “ that is not ten times more eﬁectwely per-
formed within tHe trade union movement.” Why, then, does he
want to organise them sepdrately? Purely as a manceuyre. On
what lines does he suggest the unemployed assomatlons must pro-
ceed? Abandonment of the struggle and “organise for .more
equitably distributing leisure—to occupy their hands and minds
with profit to themselves, if for no other reason than to arrest the
mental, physical and perhaps moral detemoratlon attendant upon
enforced idleness over a long period.”

Before outlining his programmeé of hnking up the ofﬁcml
Trade . Union Unemployed Associations with the multitude of
charify social service organisations-that. have been sponsored by
the Prince of Wales, big business, and so forth. Wall expatiates on
the merits of his scheme ds a vote-catching device for the L.P.:—

“T believe that if we undertake this task our movement
would secure the confidence of the majority of the British
people, and in so doing would safeguard the nation from the
imbecilities of fascism on the one hand and the dangers of
Communism on the other.” : o
His proposals are:—

To mstltute ‘a survey of all existing voluntary assoclatlons
dealing with “occupational, recreatmnal and educational needs
of the unemployed.”

To appdint a national committee under the auspmes of the
T.U.C. for the purpose of directing policy and co-operating with
the above-mentioned voluntary orgamsatlons The composition
of this committee is interesting. Says Mr. Wall categorically:—

“The committee should include representatives of = the
churches, philanthropic associations, along with the T.U.C.
General Council, but not represéntatives .of political parties
who should ipso facto be ineligible for membership of either
the national or local commniittees.”

Wall tries to meet the chatge that goods made by the unem-
ployed under such conditions would be used to undercut goods
made by trade union labour, by saying that:—

“No goods produced at such centres should be sold for
money or supplied to institutions that would otherwise pur-
chase such goods.”

Such, briefly, is the latest scheme to be considered by the
General Council of the T.U.C. in their frantic struggle to stem the
tide of working-class militancy. The new Unemployment Act of
the National Government, with its slave camps for the unemployed
and its training schemes on approved fascist lines, is passively
allowed to go unchallenged. The enemy is declared as Commun-
ism. Revolutionary ferment among thé workers must be stemmed.
Militant action to defeat the attacks launched against them must
go by the board and be substituted by something to keep the
workless quiet—voluntary work and study centres.

The T.U.C. proposes, the unemployed may dispose differently.

Secret Slave Plan for Workless

Government Commissioners have been visiting the derelict
industrial areas and have compiled a report which the government
intends to keep secret. The reason for this reticence is revealed
in reports issued .to-day that among the schemes for dealing with
unemployment is one for financing new public works from the
Treasury.

The workless so employed shall be constructed by unemployed
working and living under semi-military discipline for a few
shillings “pocket money ” in addition to their keep. Unemployed
refusing this work will be refused benefit or relief of any kind.

There is said to be opposition to this scheme from some mem-
bers of the Cabhinet, who believe that its adoption would lead to
great discontent and probably mass action on a large scale during
the winter. But the majority of the Cabinet are believed to be
in favour, basing their attitude on the assumption that the govern-
ment is strong enough to deal drastically with any dissatisfaction
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Socialist Construction in the Soviet Union

Maxim Gorki’s _Spéech at the Soviet Writ_erS’
~ Congress | t

The role of the labour processes which have transformed the
erect animal into a “human being daitd h&ve created, the. basic
foundatiorls of “culfurée ‘has ‘neéver been investigated so compre-
hensively and profoundly as it deserves. This is natural, since
such an investigatioh is'not in the interests of the exploiters of
labeur, who tranhsform the ¢énergy of the masses, like raw material,

into money. "

“"-Primitive men have been described by historians of culture
as- philosophising idealists and mystics, creators of gods, seekers
of the “meaning of life” = = o r: g

It is exceedingly difficult to imagine a two-legged animal,
whiclr spent -all its forces on the struggle for life, thinking ab-
stractly ‘about the processes of labour, about the. ‘questions of
family and tribe. It is difficult to imagine Immanuel Kant, in an
animal skin ‘and barefoot, reflecting upon *“ things'in themselves.”
Man of later times, thought abstractly, that solitary man of whom
Aristotle said in his “Politics ” that “ man outside society is either
a‘god or a brute” = . '

The' historians of primitive cultureé were entirely silent about
the comipletely clear signs of materialist thinking, which were
inevitably initiated by the processes of labour and the whole sum
of phenomena of the social life of ancient man. . These signs
have come to us in the form of fairy tales and myths in which
we hear the echoes of the work of domesticating animals, the dis-
covery of herbs, the invention of implements of labour. Men were
already dreaming in the era of antiquity about the possibility of
flying. This we may see from legends about Phaeton, Daedalus
and his son Icarus, and the tale of the “flying carpet.” Men were
dreaming about acceleration of movement over the earth in the
tale about “fast-moving boots” and mastered the horse, etc. All
the myths and tales of antiquity are crowned, as it were, by the
myth ‘about Tantalus. Tantalus stands up to his neck in water,
he is tortured by thirst but cagﬁgﬁ quench it—such is ancient man
among the phenomena of the external world that are not cognised

by him. -

I have no doubt that the ancient tales, myths and legends are
known to you, but I should like their basic meaning to be under-
stood more deeply. This meaning amounts to the striving of the
ancient working men to lighten their labour, to increase produc-
tivity, to arm themselves against four-legged and two-legged
enemies. God was an artistic generalisation of the successes of
labour and the “religious” thinking of the toiling masses must
be placed in quotation marks, since it was a purely artistic creation.

Pre-Christian pagan folklore did not preserve any clearly ex-
pressed signs of the existence of thought about the “essences,”
about “the first cause of all phenomena,” about “things in them-
selves.” It is known that the church stubbornly fought from the
beginning the “survivals of paganism,” and these survivals
were the reflections of the labour and materialist conception of
the universe. It is known that as soon as the feudal lords began
to feel the power of the bourgeoisie, there appeared the idealist
philosophy. It is known that on the eve of the French Revolu-
tion, at the end of the 18th century, the bourgeoisie utilised
materialist thought for the struggle with feudalism and its inspirer
—religion, but, having conquered its class enemy and in fear of its
‘new enemy—the proletariat—the bourgeoisie immediately returned
to the philosophy of idealism and to the defence of the church.

There is every ground for hoping that when the history of
culture will be written by Marxists, we will convince ourselves that
the role of the bourgeoisie in the process of cultural creativeness
has been strongly exaggerated, and especially strongly in the realm
of literature, and still more so in the realm of painting, where the
bourgeoisie was always the employer and thereby the legislator.
In itself, the bourgeoisie has no craving towards the creativeness
of culture, if this creativeness is to be understood as something
broader than merely the continuous development of external,
material living comforts and development of luxury. The culture
of capitalism is nothing else but a system of methods of the

physical and moral extension and consolidation of the pewer of
the: bourgeoisie ‘over .men, ‘over - the treasures of the earth, the
energies of nature. The meaning :of the process of the develop-
ment of culture has mever been: understood by the ‘bourgeoisie as
the necessity ‘for progress of the entire mass of humgmit‘y.A It is
known that by forece of bourgeois, economic policy, every neigh-
bouring nation, organised as a state, was hostile, and ‘that tribes,
weakly - organised, and especially coloured tribes, served for the
bourgeoisie as slaves with a; still- greater lack of rights ‘than its
own white-skinned slaves. sobe SRR

The peasants and workers were robbed of the right to educa-
tion—the right ‘to the development of reason and will for the
kndwledge of life, for changing its conditions, for lightening labour
conditions.  Only obedient servants of capitalism, believing in its
unchangeability and legality, were educated and are being edu-
cated in the schools. - : 7 .

The history of technical and scientific discoveries is rich with
facts of the resistance of the bourgeoisie even to the growth of
technical culture. . Facts of such resistance are generally known.
They are as known as_their causes—cheapness of living labour
power. It will be said that technique has nevertheless grown and
attained considerable heights. This cannot be disputed. ~But it
is explained by the fact that technique itself forecasts and
prompts, as it were,"t.he possibility. and necessity of its further
growth.

It goes without saying that I will not deny that the bour-
geoisie was a revolutionary force in its time: for instance, in rela-
tion to feudalism, that it facilitated the growth of material cul-
ture, inevitably sacrificing the interests of the life and the forces
of the working masses to this progress. :

The social and culfural® development of people proceeds
normally only when the hands teach the head, and, having be-
come wiser, the head in turn teaches the hands, The wise hands
again’ and to a greater extent contribute to the development of
the brain, This normal process of cultural development of toilers
was interrupted in ancient days by causes well known to you. A
gap arose between intellectual and manual work, and human
thought became divorced from worldly interests. Philosophers

appeared and explained the world and the development of thought

abstractly, independent of the processes of labour. Later on the
temptation for power of one over many, this source of all social
evils, sprang up among them as well as a tendency for an easy
life at the price of another’s labour. The history of the develop-
ment of individualism is given completely and clearly by the
history of literature. I again draw your attention to the fact,
comrades, that the most profound, striking and artistically per-
fect types of heroes have been created by folklore, the oral creative
power of the working people.

It is extremely important to note that pessimism is quite
alien to folklore notwithstanding the fact that the creators of
folklore lived under difficult conditions. Consciousness of its im-
mortality and confidence in its final victory over all hostile forces,
however, appear to be distinctive of the collective.

The importance of folklore is strikingly illustrated when com-
paring its fantasticisms based on the achievements of labour with
the cumbersome and ungifted fantasticisms of the ecclesiastical
“lives of the saints” literature and the miserable fantasticism of
the novels of the age of knights and chivalry.

Epic and knightly novels are the creative products of the
feudal nobility. Its hero is the conqueror. It is well known that
the influence of feudal literature had never been particularly
great.

«Bourgeois” literature begins in ancient days with the
Egyptian “tales of a thief” which is continued by the Greeks
and Romans and appears again in the period of the decline of
knighthood in lieu of the knightly novel. It is truly bourgeois
literature and its principal hero is a cheat, thief, detective and
thief again, but now a “gentleman thief.”
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- “The types of bourgeois literature, of course, do not exhaust
thevariety of “great” men brought about by the practice of the
bourgeoisie in the '19th and 20th centuries. All these people can-
not be denied strength of character, highly gifted ability to count
money, rob’ the world, cause international slaughter for their per-
sonal enrichment, they cannot be denied a wonderful .shameless-
ness and:inhumanity in their devilishly abominable work.

- Neither the -drama nor the novel depict the types of bankers,
industrialists and - politicians® with ' the same artistic force as
literature portrayed “the unnecessary man.” ‘Nor were portrayed
the tragic and most usual fates of the masters and creators of
betirgeois -culture, representatives of science and art, inventors in
the field of technique.. This literature portrayed none of the
heroes who- fought for the freedom of -hations which were op-
pressed by foreigners; or of dreamers of fraternity of all peoples
such-as Thomas More, Campanella, Fourier, St. Simon and others’

_All this is not said as a reproach. The past is not irreproach-

able—but to reproach it is senseless. It must be studied.
- What has led -the literature of Europe to the creative im-
potence displayed by it in the 20th century? Freedom of art and
self-will of -creative thought were defended furiously and loqua-
ciously, the possibility of the existence and development of litera-
ture above class society, its independence from social policy were
strongly affirmed. This affirmation was bad politics, considering
that precisely this affirmation imperceptibly compelled many
writers:to narrow the scope of their observations of real life, to
give up a wide, many-sided study of it and confine themselves “in
the loneliness of their soul,” to dwell on the fruitless attempts of
“knowing themselves ” by means of introspection without know-
ledge of practical life. The human being turned out to be un-
kriowable beyond real life which is permeated with politics. The
human being remained a social but not a cosmic unit like the
planets, however artfully he might represent himself. Later on
it was shown that individualism turning into egocentrism creates
“unnecessary people.” Lo ’ ’ ’

Youall know that the exceptionally vigorous development of
Russian literature in the 19th century repeated, although some-
what belatedly, -all the moods and tendencies of Western litera-
ture and in turn influenced the latter. - The peculiarity of Russian
bourgeois literature may be considered the abundance of “super-
fluous people.” As in the West, our literature developed along two
lines: the line of critical realism and the line of purely petty
bourgeois literature. - ' -

Since our democratic intelligentsia was-less trained by history
‘than the Western intelligentsia, the process of its “moral” de-
generation, its intellectual impoverishment - proceeded more
rapidly. This is a process, however, common to the petty bour-
geoisie of all countries and unavoidable for every intellectual who
has not the strength of character decisively to join the mass of
the proletariat, which is called by history to change the world for
the general good of all people engaged in honest labour.

Having destroyed capitalism over the whole of tsarist Russia,
having transferred political power to the hands of the workers
and peasants, in organising a free classless society, the Party of
Communist-Leninists, the workers’ and peasants’ power - of the
Union of Socialist Soviets have made it their aim to emancipate,
by their bold, wise and tireless work, the toiling masses from the
age-long oppression of the old and historically out-lived capitalist
development of culture, which now has clearly revealed all its
sins ‘'and its creative impotence. - And it is from the altitude of
this great aim that we, honest men of letters of the Soviet Union,
must consider, appraise and organise our activities.

We must realise that it-is precisely the labour of the masses
which is the main organiser of culture and creator of all ideas,
both those which have minimised for ages the decisive significance
of labour—the source of all our knowledge, as well as the ideas of
Marx-Lenin-Stalin, which in our times, are educating the prole-
tarians of all countries to a revolutionary consciousness of their
rights, and in our country are raising labour to a force which
serves as the basis for the creativeness of science and art. For
the success of our work, it is necessary for us to understand and
digest the fact that in our fatherland, the socialistically organised
labour of semi-literate workers and primitive peasants has created
in the very brief period of ten years magnificent values and has
armed the country for defence against attacks of the enemy. A
correct estimate of this fact will show us the culturally revolution-
ary force of the teaching that united the entire world proletariat.

All of us—men of letters, factory workers, collective farmers—

are still working badly and are even incapable of fully mastering
all that has been .created by and for us. Our toiling masses so
far poorly understand that they are toiling for no one but them-
selves. This consciousness smoulders everywhere, but has not yet
burst into a powerful and joyous flame. But nothing can flare
up until it has reached a definite temperature, and no one has
ever been able to raise so splendidly the temperature of the energy
of labour-as the Party, organised by the genius of Vladimir Lenin,
and our contemporary leader of this Party. . ’

We must select labour as the main hero of our. books, i.e.,, man
organised :by the processesof labour, who,inour country,is armed
with. the power of modern technique, a man, who, in his turn is
organising - lighter and more productive labour and is raising it
to the level of art. We must learn to understand labour as
creativeness. . : : p

The basic and chief theme of pre-revolutionary literature was the
dramsa of the individual, to whom life seems cramped, who feels him-
self superfluous:in society, who seeks in it'a convenient place for
himself, and not finding it, suffers and perishes; or:reconciles him-
self to a society. hostile to him, or takes to drink .or commits
suicide. . ‘ : : EREE
In our country, in'the Union of Socialist Soviets, there must
not, there cannot be, any superfluous people. -~ Wide liberty to
develop his capacities, gifts and talents is at the disposal of every
citizen. One thing only is demanded of the individual: Be honest
in your attitude to the heroic work of the creation of a classless
society. . . ; .

Relating facts which manifest the intellectual development of
workers and which show how the century-old proprietor is turn-
ing into a collective farmer, we writers are only relating these
facts and inadequately depicting the emotional process of -these
transformations.

We live in a period when the old life is being radically
changed; in a period when a sense of self-respect is aroused in
people, when people’ realise that they are a force which actually
changes the world. '

Our literature is not very attentive to seemingly trifling but
really valuable signs of .the growing self-respect of people or to
the processes of development of the new Soviet citizen.

. The growth of the new ‘man is strikingly censpicuous in
children,- who are absolutely beyond the attention of our litera-
ture. Our writers seem to consider it beneath their dignity to
write of and for children. o

It seems to me that I do not err in affirming that fathers
begin to treat their children with more care and tenderness, which
in"my opinion i8 quite natural. Children, for the first time in the
history of mankind, are now heir not to the money, houses and
furniture of their parents, but heirs to a real and great value
which is the socialist state created by the labour of their fathers
and mothers. Never did children enter into life as such conscious
and severe judges of the past as nowadays.

Reality furnishes us with ever more “raw” material for
artistic generalisations. Neither the drama nor the novel have so
far given a sufficiently striking portrayal of the Soviet woman who
acts well and freely in all fields of building a socialist life. It is
hard to explain why this is so. -

Further, I consider it necessary to point out that Soviet litera-
ture is not only the literature of the Russian language; it is All-
Union literature. Since the writers of our brother republics, dif-
fering from us only in language, are living and working under
the light and under the beneficent influence of the same idea
which unites the whole world of toilers, split up by capitalism, it
is clear that we have not the right to ignore the literary creations
of national minorities only because there are more of us. The
value of art is not measured by quantity but by quality. If we
have had in the past the giant Pushkin, it does not follow from
this that the Armenians, Georgians, Tartars, Ukrainians and other
nationalities are not capable of producing the greatest masters of
literature, music, painting, architecture. It should not be for-
gotten that over the whole expanse of the Union of Socialist
Republics there is rapidly unfolding a process of rebirth of the
whole mass of toiling peoples “to a life honest and human,” to
the free creation of new history, to the creation of socialist cul-
ture. We already see that the farther it advances, the more
powerfully this process discloses the capacities and talents hidden
in the masses, 170 million strong.

I find it necessary to convey to you, comrades, a letter received
by me from a Tartar writer.
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“The. great October Revolution has given us writers from
oppressed and backward nationalities unlimited opportunities,
including .the opportunity to participate in Russian literature
with our own; far from perfect it is true, productions. There
.-are already tens and even hundreds of us national writers
- thinking in the Russian language, as you already know. On

the: other hand, not only the Russian masses but also the
- toilers of all the nations of our Soviet Union are reading

Soviet literature in Russian; millions of the younger genera-

.tions of -all nationalities are.being educated in it.- Thus,

Soviet proletarian fine literature in Russian is already ceasing

- to be the literature exclusively of people speaking Russian and
having a Russian origin, but is gradually acquiring an inter-
natiohal character in its form. “This important histarical
process places in the foreground completely unexpected new

tasks and néw requirements. . R

‘“Most . ‘unfortunately not all writérs, critics and editors
understand this. For this reason, the approved: literary public
in the centre continues to regard us as an ‘ethnographic ex-
hibit.”. -All publishing houses do not willingly accept us for
publication. Some of them often give us to understand when
accepting: our manuscripts, that we are an ‘unprofitable in-
vestment’:or ‘an obligatory choice’ for them, that they ‘are

- consciously making a concession to the national policy of the
- Party’  This ‘mien of generosity’ quite justly insults our

".feeling of international unity and our consciousness of human
dignity. Then when the book comes out the critic, in the best
cases, passes it by with a couple of ‘warm words’ about the
author and the book, again not so much because of the merits

.of the book as out of ‘respect’ for the Leninist-Stalinist

national policy. This also does not help us, but, on the con-

trary, has a demoralising effect on our more experienced com-
rades.  Then, -after the usual 5,000 copy edition, which is

-wholly bought up by lovers of the exotic and rarities in the
large cities, we are put in the archives. * Such a practice, be-
sides having its bad influence on us both merally and materi-
ally, ‘blocks our road to the mass reader and leads us to inevit-

-able national narrowness. We would quite naturally like to

hear of eur achievements, if there are any, and of our defects

and mistakes (of which we have more than others), in order
to overcome them in the future. K We would like to become
available to the mass reader.”

Probably the representatives of the literature of all the union
republics would be willing to sign this letter. The historians and
crit,.ics,of our literature should pay attention to this letter and
begin work which would show the people of our country that,
although they are of different nationalities, different languages,
nevertheless, each of them is a citizen of the first socialist father-
land in the world. The accusation, addressed to our critics, we
must consider a just accusation. Our criticism, especially news-
paper criticism, which is most read by writers, is untalented,
scholastic and uninformed in regard to current reality. Our
criticism is insufficiently active, flexible, live, and, finally, the critic
is unable to teach the author to write simply, clearly and economic-
ally, for he himself writes redundantly, dully and, what is still
worse, either indifferently or too warmly—the latter, in these cases
when he. is bound to the author by personal sympathy and also
by the interests of little groups of people, suffering from “leader-
ism,” a contagious disease of the Philistines.

“Leaderism ” is an ailment of the epoch. It is caused by the
lowered capacity for living of the petty bourgeois, by his feeling
of inevitable destruction in the struggle between the capitalist
and the proletarian and by his fear of destruction, a fear which
drives him to the side which he has long been accustomed to con-
sider the physically stronger, to the side of the employer-exploiter
of the labour of others, the robber of the world. Internally
“leaderism ” is the result of the out-lived usefulness, impotence
and poverty of individualism; externally, it is expressed in the
forms of such purulent excrescences as, for example, Ebert, Noske,
Hitler and other such heroes of capitalist reality. Here, where
socialist reality is being created, such excrescences are, of course,
impossible. - But here there still remains as a heritage of the
petty bourgeois a few pimples incapable of understanding the
essential difference between “leaderism ” and leadership, although
the difference is quite clear: leadership, highly valuing the energy
of people, points the way to the achievement of the best practical
results with the least expenditure of energy, while “leaderism”
is the individualistic striving of the philistine to stand a head
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higher than his comrades, which it is very easy to do with the pos-
session of mechanical agility, an-empty head and an empty heart.

Self-criticism is necessary, comrades. We are working before
a proletariat, which, becoming ever. more literate, is eontinuously
making larger demands on our art, and, together. with this, on
our social conduct. - ,

We have written and- are writing much about. philistinism, but
an embodiment of philistinism is not given in one person, in one
image. And it must be depicted precisely in one person and -as
fully as the world types of Faust, Hamlet and others have been
fashioned. : L L

Dislodged, driven out from its nests, from hundreds of pro-
vincial towns, philistinism in the Soviet Union -is scattered every-
where and, as we know, is even percolating into the Party of Lenin,
whence it is always thrown out at every Party cleaning. Never-
theless, it remains and acts like a microbe giving rise 10 .disreput-
able diseases. : . : « g

The Party leadership of literature must be strictly purged of
all influences of philistinism. The Party people in literature are
obliged to be not only teachers of:ideology, the organising energy
of the proletariat of all.countries for the final battle for its
liberty, but the Party leadership must display in all their conduct
a morally authoritative force. : i : .

It must be recognised that critical realism has arisen as the
individual creativeness of “superfluous people,” who, being in-
capable of fighting for life, not finding for themselves a place -in
it and more or less clearly perceiving the aimlessness of personal
existence, have understood this aimlessness only as the absurdity
of all phenomena of social life and.the entire historical proeess.

While by no means denying the wide and tremendous work of
critical realism, while appraising its formal achievements in the
art of word painting, we must understand that this realism is only
necessary for us in order to throw light upon the relics of the
past, for the struggle with them, for rooting them out. g

But this form of realism has not served and cannot serve the
education of socialist individuality, since, while criticising -every-
thing, it has affirmed nothing, or, in the worst cases, has returned
to the affirmation of all that which it itself has denied.

Socialist individuality, as we see from the example of our
heroes of labour, who are the flower of the working mass—social-
ist individuality can develop in the conditions of collective labour,
which places before itself the highest and wise aim of emancipat-
ing the toilers throughout the world from the power of capitalism
with its crippling effect on man. L

Socialist realism proclaims existence as work, as creativeness
the aim of which is the uninterrupted development of the most
valuable individual abilities of man for the sake of his victory
over the forces of nature, for the sake of his health and long life,
for the sake of the great happiness of living on the earth, of which
he, in conformity with the constant growth of his needs, wants to
cultivate the whole as a splendid habitation of humanity united
in one family.
~ Having said so much about the defects of our literature, I am
obliged to mark its merits and achievements. This is neither the
place nor the time.to point out the striking difference between
Soviet and Western literature and ours. This exacting. and
lengthy job will be done partially by Comrade Radek in his keen
report. I shall say only it is quite clear to every unbiased judge
that our literature outstrips the Western by its new topics, and I
wish to remind you that many of our writers have been appraised
in the West much higher than here in their fatherland. I spoke
full-voiced and joyfully on the achievements of our literature in
1930 in an article published in “On Literature,” and also in many
other articles in this book. Four years of intensive work have
passed since that time. Does this work entitle me to raise the
appraisal of the achievements of our literature? The high ap-
praisal of a number of books given by our principal readers,
workers and collective farmers entitles me to do that. These books
are known to you and therefore I will not name them, but will
only say that we have already a solid group of authors who can
be recognised as the leading group in the development of our belles
lettres.

This group unites the most talented Party writers
with non-Party people and the latter become *sovietised”
not only in words but in deeds, mastering more and
more the general universal sense of the heroic work of
the Party and the workers and peasants of the Soviet
power. It should be borne in mind that approximately 100
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years, counting from the end of the 18th century, were needed for

Russian bourgeois literature. to enter forcefully into-life and exer- -

cise a certain influence upon it. Soviet revolutionary literature
has attained this influence in the course of fifteen years.

The high demands made on our belles lettres, rapidly
strengthened by our reality, and the cultural and revolutionary
work of the Party of Lenin are to be explained by the high im-
portance which the Party attaches to art and fine literature.
There has never been and there is no state in the world in which
science and literature could enjoy such a comradely assistance,
such care to raise the professional qualifications of the workers of
art and science.

The state of the proletarians must educate thousands of ex-
cellent “masters of culture” and “engineers of spirit.” This is
necessary to regain for the  whole mass of working people the right
to develop the mind, talents, and abilities of which they have been
deprived. throughout the world. This intention, practically feas-
ible, lays upon us writers strict responsibility for our work and our
social behaviour.

The Union of Soviet Wnters unites 1,500 members, that is one
writer for every 100,000 readers. This is not much, considering
that the inhabitants of the Scandinavian peninsula had at the be-
ginning of this century one writer per 230 readers. The popula-
tion of the U.S.S.R. continuously and nearly every day demon-
strates its talents. This, however, does not mean that we will
soon have 1,500 writers of genius. Let us dream of 50 only. And,
not to deceive ourselves too much, let us plan for five writers of
genius and 45 very highly gifted. I think that will do for the
beginning.. The rest of the writers will be people who are in-
sufficiently attentive to reality, badly organise their material and
carelessly ‘work on it. To this number must be added many
hundreds of candidates to membership and then hundreds of “be-
ginners” in all the republics and provinces. Hundreds of them
write and some of them are already printed. I suppose that there
are about 100,000 young people in this country who strive to work
in literature. - Of course, the future Literary University will not
be able to absorb even one-tenth of this army.

Now I shall put a question:—

Why has this congress of writers been organised and what
aims does the future union set before itself? 1If it is aimed only
at The professional welfare of literary workers, it was hardly worth
while making such a noise about it. It seems to me that the union
must -set before-itself not only the professional interests of the
writers, but also the interests of literature as a whole. The union
must take upon itself to a certain extent leadership over the army
of beginners, organise them, distribute the forces on different jobs
and teach them how to work on-the material of both the past
and the present. ’

Work is going on at present in our country on the *History
of Plants and Factories.” To draw into this work highly qualified

. writers has turned out to be very difficult.

We must know the history of the past of our republics.
Hundreds of beginners can be drawn into this work which will
furnish them the widest opportunity of self-education and of rais-
ing their qualifications by means of collective work on the raw
materials and mutual self-criticism. We must know whatever
was in the past, but not as it has been told so far, but in the way
it is elucidated in the doctrine of Marx-Lenin-Stalin and put into
practice by labour in the mills and fields, by labour which is
organised and led by a new force of history—the will and reason
of the proletariat of the Union of Socialist Republics.

Our congress must not only strike an account before the
readers, must -not only be a parade of our talents, but it must
undertake the organisation of literature, the education of young
writers on work of All-Union importance and of a thorough: con-
ception of the past and present of our fatherland.

New Department Stores in Stalingrad

“This month a new big departmental stores, the biggest in the
town, was opened in Stalingrad. Its fittings and equipment are
completely modern and it will have special departments for the
sale of foodstuffs, musical instruments, perfumery, drugs, etc.,
manufactured articles, boots and .shoes, toys, household articles,
tailoring, ete. It has a large café and restaurant and special
smoking rooms, etc. On the opening day 30,000’ workers visited the
stores and 110,000 roubles were taken.

‘The F estnval of therature

. Moseow, August 27, 1934.

Yesterday evening the delegates to the Soviet Writers’ Con-
gress assembled in the Moscow Park of Culture, together with the
toilers of the red capital, for a great festival of Soviet literature.
“Never before were so many writers assembled in such’ a joyful
mood,” declared -the Geergian writer- Paolo. Jashvili ‘at the Con-
gress. And never before have so many readers joined with -their
authors in such a joyful festival as on the eve of August 26. -

In spite of cool weather the Park was crowded. The writers
marched past through the main road, over one kilometre long, lead-
ing to-the theatre, which was lined by a huge crowd who greeted
their writers with music and flowers. It was a triumphal proces-
sion of the writers, headed by the German writer, Oskar Maria Graf.

. The evening session of the Writers’ Congress had been trans-
ferred to the theatre of the Park, which was besieged by tens of
thousands  of - people, not mentioning the 30,000 people accommo-
dated in the theatre itself. “The history of world literature has
never known such a meeting,” declared the oldest of the delegates,
the Armenian poet Shirvansade. Formerly, he said, the writer was
separated from his readers by a deep chasm; now, thanks to the
revolution and the victorious working class, the writer’s. poetical
work is.attentively followed by the millions strong army of Soviet
readers. Shirvansade then stated.  that the great teachings of
Lenin and Stalin had given a fresh impulse to creative work, and
that among the people who were formerly enslaved and_oppressed
by the Russian rule of gendarmes a fresh national eulture is now
springing up. Theodor Plivier, the German revolutionary writer,
endorsed Shirvansade’s enthusiastic statements, but at the same
time expressed his profound sorrow for the terrible fate of the
German workers in the concentration camps and under the fascist
yoke. He mentioned the burning of the greatest works of art by
the Hitler fascists. ;

Suddenly, after Theodor Plivier’s speech, the lights were put out,
and, to the bursting of rockets, there appeared in flaming blue light
Lenin’s words: “ Literature must become part of the general affairs
of the proletariat.” Literature has already become part of the
affairs of the proletariat. That is the deep meaning of to-day’s
demonstration. The well-known words of Lenin, that true litera-
ture begins where there are not thousands and tens of thousands,
but millions of readers, have proved true. And these millions of
readers are represented here; their constantly increasing demands
give a fresh stimulus to Soviet literature.

At the moment when this vast audience listened to the speeches
of the masters of literature, at the moment when it heard with
loud bursts of -applause the poems which the authors themselves
recited, at the moment when it listened thoughtfully to the music
of Beethoven, at the moment when a little girl handed to the
famous child writer Chukovski a bouquet, at this moment one felt
that such veneration of Literature and Art by the masses is only
possible as the result of the heroic deeds of this great mass of
readers, who have created a life hitherto unknown and are bring-
ing forth works of art which are worthy of this life.

The wonderful festival of literature lasted till late in the night.
Everywhere thousands of people greeted their masters of words
and the masters of words greeted their readers. Proletarian
Moscow surprised the foreign guests by the numerous delegations
and its warm love for art and literature. The festival in the Cul-
ture Park was a joyful gathering, the memory of which w1ll
remain long in the hearts of the wrlters and readers.

GREAT SUCCESS OF SOVIET STAND AT INTERNATIONAL
AIRCRAFT EXHIBITION IN COPENHAGEN
Copenhagen, August 26.

At the International A1rcraft ‘Exhibition, which is visited daily
by 20,000 persons, the Soviet stand is the centre of attention. The
newspaper “Politiken,” - whilst emphasising the utilisation of
aviatics in the Soviet Union for cultural purposes, comments:
“The Soviet stand shows that in. the.Soviet Union aviatics are
entirely free of war tendencies. Special attention is drawn by
Molokov’s aeroplane, which saved 40 members -of the Cheljuskin
expedition.” The paper concludes: “ A variety of other instructive
material bears witness to the mighty development of aviatics in
the Soviet Union. The exhijbition will doubtless give much food
for thought. Much has been spoken of the difficulties of the Soviet
Russian motor-industry. But at this exhibition a 12-cylinder motor
is shown which is a miracle of up-to-date technics.”
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Letters From the Soviet Union

By our Special Moscow Correspondent, L. F. Boross

(1) Factory Culture

The term “factory culture” is one little used—at least in the
sense in which we want to use it. But in the new world of the
ruling working class there are new conceptions, which must be
designated with new names. It is not sufficient to speak of prole-
tarian culture as such when describing the cultural achievements
of the Soviet Union. The fact that all cultural objects, all the
cultural possibilities possessed by the country, belong to and serve
the workers of the works and factories, the whole of the toiling
masses: from the schools, theatres, and libraries, to the sports
grounds and recreations centres, is only one part of these achieve-
ments. What is essential and new in the development of Soviet
culture is to.a great extent the fact that the works and factories
themselves have become magnificent centres of cultural creative
work. And if we take only -one instance which is quite general
in the Soviet Union such as the factory press, we can always find
new elements to observe in its development.

To-day it no longer suffices to see in the factory newspapers
of the Soviet Union merely the proof of a really proletarian free-
dom of the press, and to compare the real freedom of the workers’
press with the alleged “liberty of the press” in the democratically
camouflaged countries of capitalist rule. If one were to inquire
to-day of a worker employed in the Moscow motor-car factory
about the liberty of the workers’ press in the Soviet Union, the
answer deserved would be one received recently: by a foreign
workers’ delegate: “ You might as well ask an Edison if he pos-
sesses the ‘techminimum’” (techminimum is the definition of
that elementary technical knowledge which every worker in a
Soviet undertaking should possess).

It is characteristic of the cultural level to which the prole-
tariat of the Soviet Union has risen that the masses feel an urge
not only to learn, not only to read, but to write, to undertake some
journalistic, literary and artistic activity. The thousands of wall
newspapers in every department of every factory, the daily news-
papers brought out by every large industrial undertaking, written
and published by hundreds of thousands of worker correspondents
and skilled worker editors in the Soviet Union, no longer suffice
to satisfy this mass urge. The form in’ which this mass urge
forces its way towards a factory press of its own, written by itself,
and published by itself, differs very much in the various works
and factories. There are undertakings, for instance, like the
Rostov factory for agricultural machinery, or the Charkov electro-
mechanical factory, in which there is not only a daily paper pub-
lished by the whole undertaking, but special printed departmental
newspapers for each of the shops. Besides these various daily
newspapers, the workers of the Charkov electro-mechanical fac-
tory issue special leaflets in connection with factory events.

The factory press of the Moscow motor-car factory ‘ Stalin”
has developed along different lines to this, more practically and
yet offering greater variety. Here there is only one printed daily
paper (besides the numerous wall newspapers, which are not
printed). But the workers of this factory publish not only this
daily newspaper, but a technical scientific monthly, a literary
periodical, and an illustrated satirical paper.

The authors of this “press combine” are exclusively workers
and employees of the factory. In their daily paper they write of
their successes: but at the same time they criticise their weak-
nesses and shortcomings.

The question arises: what would be the fate of this young
worker Gendler, for instance, if he were to subject a capitalist
chief, in however “democratic” a capitalist country, to such
severe public criticism as he does here, in No. 137 of the factory
newspaper, in the case of the chief of the model department and
of the manager of an auxiliary shop of the motor-car factory,
criticising them and reproaching them with insufficient care of
the interests of the factory. Not only would he be thrown out of
this factory, but he would probably not find work so easily in any
other factory in the country. But what happens here? If the
criticism of the superior has been justified, then his answer gener-
ally appears speedily in the newspaper, to the effect that he has
taken the necessary measures for improving the faults. This is
followed a short time afterwards by an inquiry from the editor,

asking whether the persons responsible for the deficiences have
actually kept their promises, or whether sharper measures are
necessary. It need not be said that the workers criticise not only
the management or foremen, but also themselves and their fellow-
workers. The factory is a united proletarian collective from the
director to the charwoman, and its members in their public utter-
ances have no other motive than the common interests of the
ruling working class. .

The columns of the literary periodical are filled exclusively
with contributions from the workers employed in the factory:
poems, stories, critical notices, etc. It is not so long since the
liquidation of illiteracy was the pivot on which cultural work
turned in the works and factories, and now the ‘“literary supple-
ment,” as issued with practically all factory newspapers, no longer
suffices as an outlet for the creative forces of the proletariat
released by the revolution and by socialist construction. The motor-
car factory workers have taken the next step, and are issuing their
own literary periodical, in which they set themselves the task:—

“With the aid of the readers it is intended to develop
criticism of the creative activities of the factory writers and
poets; new literary talents are to be discovered; the young
writers are to be helped in the difficult but grateful task of
mastering artistic language. We shall greet the First Union

Congress of Soviet ‘Writers by well-advanced literary study

and by qualified artistic creations.” i

Of the 40 successful, and in many cases artistically valuable,
caricatures contained in the last number of the satirical periodical
of the factory, 39 have been drawn by workers of the factory itself,
and only one by a professional artist. The central satirical and
humorous periodicals, with their editions of 40,000 to 50,000 copies,
though in themselves excellent, can only devote ‘a very limited
space in their columns to each individual factory.. And the 24,000
worker masters of the motor-car factory experience many more
humorous events, providing cause for laughter for all the workers
in the factories than could be contained in the joke.corner of the
daily paper. And there are also many annoyances, drawbacks,
and shortcoming~ which can best be remedied by comradely satire.
What is there to prevent the workers from replacing the “ Satirical
corner ” by a humorous satirical periodical of their own in effec-
tive polychrome printing? The daily successes keep the ruling
working class in constant good spirits; proletarian dictatorship
offers every gifted worker the possibility of developing his talent
for writing or art; and there are no capitalists to gag the press of
the proletariat, or to deprive it of the necessary means. And since
these prerequisites for the publication of a humorous periodical
exist in every Soviet factory, there can be no doubt that the
initiative shown by the workers of this motor-car factory will
speedily be followed by thousands of others.

That these newspapers and periodicals, which form at the same
time an important weapon in the fight for the socialist develop-
ment of the factory, satisfy a real need on the part of the workers
is shown by their large circulation: the daily newspaper, the liter-
ary paper, and the humorous satirical periodical, have a circula-
tion of ten thousand copies each; the technical scientific paper,
published by the engineers and technical staff of the factory, has
200 readers among the workers of the factory, besides many con-
tributors.

When it is further added that many hundreds of thousands
of factory workers and numerous collective peasants contribute at
the same time to the central newspapers and periodicals, then it
will be seen that that worker was right who regarded the question
about the “liberty of the press” as extremely out of date. It is
no longer a question of mere liberty; it is a question of the fruits
of that liberty which the proletariat fought for and won in the
revolution.

The struggle against the last remnants of the old tsarist
Russian lack of culture is not yet ended; on many sectors of this
cultural front the struggle is still going on for the most element-
ary rules of cleanliness, for the use of soap and tooth-brushes, or
for the achievement of the most elementary stage of education and
culture. But there are already millions of workers in the strong-
holds of socialist construction, in the socialist works and factories,
who have already attained a degree of mass culture impossible in
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any capitalist country, so that a very definite advance can already
be recorded towards one of our ultimate sccialist aims: the aboli-
tion of thevax_:‘tagonism between physical and intellectual work.

(I1) Metro

Tt s ‘simply miraculous how street traffic in Moscow grows
from day to day. The streets look as if a mass demonstration of
trams and motor buses was continually going on. Every day wit-
nesses not only more and more traffic on the streets, but always
something new. The customary picture of the old red trams is
interspersed by new green trams, fitted with every comfort: auto-
matic closing doors, illuminated signs, upholstered seats, with-
drawable steps as precaution against passengers jumping off and
on whilst the tram is in motion.

In motor-bus traffic, a new type of carriage is not an indi-
vidual phenomenon, as it is on the tram-lines. And here it is at
the same time of greater importance. For old Russia, too, pro-
duced tramways, whilst the motor-bus is a product of the last two
years. - That the new types of motor-buses are gaining the upper
hand in the streets of Moscow signifies that the old and uncom-
fortable English “Leyland ” buses are more and more giving place
to the new, larger, and more comfortable Soviet motor-buses made
by the Moscow Stalin Works.

A:short time -ago the “Isvestya” reprinted some old notices
from the year 1923. Among these there was a notice to the effect
that two French firms had put three motor-buses at the disposal
of the Moscow public utilities, for trial runs, in view of the plan
of introducing motor buses into Moscow. To-day such a notice—
though it is not so very old—sounds like an All Fools’ Day joke.
To-day Moscow possesses more buses per mile of streets than in
almost any other city in the world. Some of the lines—the Rail-
way Station Line No. 1 for instance—run every three minutes,
and in the course of the next few weeks they w111 run every
minute.-

The -latest means of traffic in Moscow is the trolley-bus,
equipped luxuriously both inside and out. These are electric motor-
buses or “railless trams,” with rubber tyres, electric motor,-and
flexible overhead trolley wiring, permitting the car to swerve some
metres to the right or left. The speed of the trolley-bus is greater
than that of the tram or of the motor-bus; its working expenses,
and hence the fares, are less than those of the moter-bus and
somewhat greater than those of the tram. It is characteristic of
an economy without capitalists that the fares are not determined
by either profit interests or capitalist considerations, but solely by
the working expenses, with one exception only: the workers and
employees of the works and factories, as also students and school
children, travel half-price on special permits.

This, then, is the picture presented by Moseow mass traffic dur-
ing this last year without an underground railway—the last year of
its “prehistoric” period, as it is here jokingly referred to. The
frightful crowding of former years is now only noticeable during
the few rush hours of traffic. Before four o’clock in the after-
noon, and after eight in the evening, it is possible to travel with
more or less comfort. Greater and more decided improvements
could scarcely have been attained, with the old means available,
by a city whose population has increased in a few years from 1%
millions to almost four (3.7). And it does not require much cal-
culation to observe that even with- these means everything has
been accomplished which only a ruling working class could accom-
plish for itself.

Under the earth 70,000 workers are engaged in fundamentally
altering the traffic of Moscow. In this case “fundamentally” is
not merely a figure of speech. “Fundamentally” signifies in some
places a depth of 40 to 50 metres, equivalent to the height of a
modest sky-scraper! 70,000 workers and employees are working on
the first line of the Moscow underground railway. Among them
there are 4,500 engineers belonging to every possible special depart-
ment. And among them the first 12 “underground railway engineers”
who were trained at the new underground railway faculty of
the Moscow Traffic Technics College. This is a new profession,
and one which will presently become a mass profession in the
Soviet Union. For after the completion of the lines envisaged in
the second Five-Year Plan, Moscow alone will have an under-
ground railway covering almost 90 kilometres. In Leningrad, too,
the work of planning a widely ramified underground railway is
going on, and the other new or extended workers’ cities will not
want to be without an underground railway for lorig. The under-
ground railway is, of course, not a socialist invention in itself. A

number of capitalist cities, too, have underground railways. And
yet the railway being built beneath the streets_and squares of
Moscow is something fundameritally new, somethmg unprece-
dented. ' It is the first underground railway which has been built
without capitalists. It is the first underground railway to be built
and utilised without two hostile classes confronting ‘one another:
on the one side the profit-greedy capitalists with-the upper stratum
of municipal officials whom they have corrupted ‘and on the other
the masses of the cruelly explo1ted navvies and other workers; and
the passengers plundered by excessive fares or high taxation (or
both). It is the first underground railway in which only one set
of interests is represented, the interests of the workers who build
it and will use it. For they themselves are its'owners.

The first section—a main line 11 kilometres long and a smail
cross line 1 kilometre long—will be opened for traffic within a few
months. The greater part of the excavating work and over three-
quarters of the concrete work has already been completed. All
the Soviet undertakings coming in question for this work are work-
ing at high pressure on the manufacture of the rolling stock: It
is not yet quite two years since the tunneél was commenced. What
has made such an unpreécedentedly rapid pace possible?  There
can be no doubt that the engineers and workers employed abroad
on the building of underground railways have possessed greater
experience and greater technical skill, that in all probability they
have had to cope with fewer organisational shortcomings,
and’ that they have seldomer had - the experience of work
havmg to be done twice on account of ‘a - preliminary
failure “owing to 1nexpenence And yet the Moscow under-
ground  railway will 'be completed in an incomparably
shorter time than most of the Western underground railways, and
undoubtedly it will keep the promises made by the workers in the
inscriptions on the hoardings, both as regards the practical plan-
ning of the lines, the comfort of the carriages, the equipment; and
the architectural beauty of the railway stations: “ The best under-
ground railway in the world for the proletarian capital”

The difference lies in the fact that it is not merely a handful
of capitalists who are interested in this undertaking, but the whole
of the millions of the population of the proletarian capital; and
they not only have it at heart, but are working actively for its
completion. And working not only politically and organisationally
for the furtherance of the undertaking, but actually physically.
Has it ever been seen-anywhere else in the world that the popula-
tion has hurried on Sundays to the spots where underground rail-
way building work is going on, and has cleared away rubble, broken
stones, mixed -concrete—without asking- for payment, simply as a
Sunday pleasure, in order to help the workers. to finish the job
more speedily? Such a state of affairs would be entirely impos-
sible in a capitalist. country, for here such assistance would not be
of any help to the workers, but only mean extra profits for the
building contractors. But in Moscow there are hundreds of
thousands of the toiling masses, from every stratum of the popula-
tion, who have already done volunteer work for the underground
railway.

The last Plenary Session of the Moscow Soviet was devoted
almost entirely to questions of the underground railway. Bourgeois
municipal councils are accustomed to invite to such important dis-
cussions the representatives of the capitalist firms, the representa-
tives of the shareholders. - The Moscow Soviet, too, invited the
“main shareholders” to its session.. And these appeared—the
shock brigaders of the underground railway, the people who have
invested the most “capital” in the building work in the form of
enthusiastic socialist work. They eagerly discussed the deficiencies
which remain to be overcome. The concrete possesses the neces-
sary firmness, but this is still being attained by an excess propor-
tion of cement, up to the present almost 7,000 tons more than
laid down in the Plan.. The work for ensuring the water-tightness
of the tunnel is not yet up to quality. All this will be improved
during the next few months. The 70,000 workers now helping for
the first time in their lives to build an underground railway—they
come for the most part from the villages—will be the skilled elite
troops in the building of the next railway. Thus human beings
grow with their socialist tasks. The workers from the finished
sections are already being transferred to the second and third
lines. After all the lines have been completed (term fixed 1937)
seven lines will intersect the great capital and its suburbs in all
directions, bearing trains of . eight carriages each, running at
intervals of 1} minutes.

Another question. Where does the city of Moscow find the
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enormous sums-required to finance the building. of the under-
ground raﬂway” Whence the “capital” in a country where there
are no camtahets" But it is precisely because there are no capi-
tahsl:s that it has been possible to raise the necessary “capital.”
And. what such an undertakmg requu'es is no trifie. In scarcely
two years it has swallowed up over 400 mllllon roubles. The comple-
tion of the whole rallway will demand many further millions. And
this 1s not the only expense being met by the city of Moscow. The
Moskwa Canal in course of construetion, the great dwelling houses
and hotel buudmgs, the street making, the great .parks and
gardens being laid out everywhere, the cultural and recreation
institutions, the libraries, the new granite embankments of the
Moskwa river, the mighty undertakings for promotmg the health,
the prosperity, and the culture of the toumg masses—all this costs
hundreds of millions yearly, perhaps mxlhards Where does all
this come from?

We repeat: It comes by reason of the fact that there are no
capitalists.. Those sums can be employed for these purposes which
in a capitalist city would be paid out to paras1tes and wasted by
them. Such a municipal policy gs this is only poss1b1e where
capitalism is not hampering the development of the productive
forces of the proletariat. One comparison suffices: A few years
ago Berlin .was a much “richer” city. than Moscow. And yet
the North-South line of the:underground railway could not be
completed on account of “lack of capital.” Retrenchment in com-
munal expendlture has become a general phenomenon in all capi-
talist countrles -Where there are no capitalists, everything ad-
vances w1thout being interrupted by crises. Without capitalists,
the toumg masses expend fheir best powers in order to make their
cities larger, more beautiful, more magnificent, pleasanter, more
comfortable. This is the sole explanation of the faect that the
one-time trading town of Moscow, which had scarcely one
asphalted street, where a diving suit was almost necessary to walk
in the streets at all in the spring, and where a few luxurious
palaces were surrounded by a sea of wretched wooden huts, is now
on the road to becoming within a few years the most beautiful
and best equipped. city in the world, the worthy capital of the pro-
letarian world revolution.

The Week in the Soviet Union

- Successful Harvesting in the Soviet Union

Reports are coming in -continually, from every part of the
Soviet  Union, on the successful bringing in of the crops in
August. On August 25 over 62.5° million hectares: of grain had
already been harvested in the Soviet Union, or 77 per cent of
the whole grain area. At the same time almost 35 million hectares
of grain had already been threshed, or 13 million hectares more
than at the same time last year. In the Ukrainé the grain harvest
is ‘practically completed, 14,649,000 hectares have -already been
harvested: The bringmg in of the crops is almost concluded in
North Caucasia.

* 'The-eollective farms are beginning to distribute the crops among
their members, and to store the seed for next year. The delivery
of the grain quotas to the state grain centres is proceeding in
steadily “increasing quantities. '‘By August 25 the August Plan
of grain deliveries had been over-fulfilled by 25.8 per cent. From
Siberia, ‘Ural; the Central-Volga district, and ‘other Eastern dis-
tricts, where the harvest work has only now commenced properly,
owing to the climatic conditions, exceptionally good crops: are
reported. On many collective farms the crops are double, and
even triple, those of last year.

The Council of People’s Commissars has confirmed the Plan
drawn up for ploughing work in the autumn of 1934. According
to the Plan, 41.8 million heetares of new land are to be cultivated,
or 5,3 million hectares more than last year. This means that
about half the soil to be sown in ‘the spring of 1935 will be
ploughed this autumn. This ploughing of new land in the autumn
is not a new agricultural measure. But never before has it been
applied-to such an extent in‘the Russian village. Timely autumn

ploughing is one of the most effectual means of increasing crops,
especially in regions liable to drought, where crops can actually
be doubled by means of timely autumn ploughing.

With regard to the East of the Soviet Union, where the crops
this year have been incomparably better than last, these excellent
results have been brought about not-only by the abundant rain,
but by the organised work of the collective peasants, especially
the deep ploughing undertaken almost everywhere in the autumn.
This work could not be carried out formerly with the primitive
implements at the disposal of the individual peasant farm. Many
collective and Soviet farms had made the whole of their land
ready in Autumn for the spring sowings. The extension of the
network of machine and tractor stations, with their efficient
machinery and organisations, and the increasing organisational
and economic consolidation of the collective farms by the success-
ful accomplishment of this year’s sowing and harvesting work,
guarantee the fulfilment of the autumn plougmng plan over the
enormous area of 40 million hectares.

Footwear, Hemp and Jute Industry Surpass the Plan
In the period from August 10 to 20 the footwear factories in
the Soviet Union produced 1,230,000 pairs of shoes, thereby fulfilling
the production plan 110.6 per cent. In the hemp and jute industry,
production in the same period amounted to 376 tons of rope.(104.4
per cent. of plan), 221 tons of string (124.9 per cent. of plan), and
sacking material for 1,315,000 sacks (101.4 per cent. of plan).

The Struggle for Rakosi’s Release

Budapest, August 29.
- 'I‘he illegal Red Aid of Hungary writes us:—

“In spite of the frightful persecution to which our organisa-
tion is subjected, we are continuing the struggle for the release of
our heroic Rakosi. We are combining this struggle with a cam-
paign for the release of Ernst Thaelmann. The hunger strike
organised by the political prisoners in the jails of Budapest in
June, in protest against the continued imprisonment of Rakosi,
gave fresh impetus to our campaign. This heroic struggle aroused
much sympathy among the masses, and strengthened their mili-
tant determination. On July 1 there was an effective Red Aid
demonstration on the Vaci-ut in Budapest. Red flags were carried,
and the ‘International’ was sung until the police dispersed the
demonstration.

“On July 6 the building workers’ R.A. group held a flying
meeting. The woodworkers’ groups held another on the same day.

On July 8 a meeting of 800 peasants adopted a resolution for the

release of Rakosi and against war. At a works meetings of the
workers of. the building contractors, P——, a workman gave a
report on Rakosi and Thaelmann. A protest resolution was pa,ssed
unanimously and enthusaastmally

“ A few days ago a flying R.A. meeting was held at the gates of
the R. and Sch. factory in Budapest. The speakers dealt with
the struggle against war and fascism, for the release of Rakosi and
Thaelmann. Most of the workers employed in the factory took

art.
P « At a trade union meeting of the workers of the fine metals
trade a R.A. functionary spoke agalnst imperialist war and for the
release of Rakosi and Thaelmann. A protest resolution was signed
by 150 workers.

“Whilst on an excursion, 50 worker sportsmen arranged a
meeting, and protested against the unprlsonment of Rakosx and
Thaelmann.

“The movement for the release of Rakosi_is growing steadily
among the toiling masses. The same may be said of the campaign
for Thaelmann. . We shall not weary in the struggle but shall
intensify it till these prisoners are.released. Mobilise the toiling
masses of all countries, for it is only by this means of mass profest
that the heroic ﬁghters can be rescued from the clutches of the

fascist murderers.”
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