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The Revolutionary

Upheaval in Spain

By Z. Gregor

The Lerrqux government was lying. If triumphed top soon.

The shameful menoivre with Companys did not help it at all,
The Lerroux government is not master of the situation. The
_struggle is proceeding and the Lerroux government is suffering
defeat after defeat. In the few days prior tfo the formatlon of
the Lerroux government the Right-wing newspapers openty catted
for the estabhshment of a Qictatorshlp ard appealed to the
generaIs “to save the country »

The Lerroux’ govemment was destined to play the part of
a cloak for the carrying out ‘of these plans.” The leaders of
the Cathohc Action and Qf the autonomous Right-wingers, both
thmly disguised monarchxst orgamsations therefore joined the
Lerroux government. The Bpamsh bourgeoisie, however, was
qmckly to learn that the expenment with faseism brought great
_Tisks with it. The expenment raised the question of power and
the game’ became one with the mghest stakes.

The: Spamsh proletanat realised 1mmediatety that to tolerate
" the Lerroux government would' be to subordinate itself to fascxsm
.and to” give up everything which had been won with the over-
“throw of ‘tlle monarchy, to lose all' freedom of movement and to
bow its head to an incomparable and brutal aggravation of its
impoverjshment. The only -altérnative was therefore to take up
the st;ruggie ggainst the Lerroux government However taking
up the fight- against the Lerroux gevernment did not mean de-
manding the drsselution of the Cortes and submitting to the result
~of e]éCtIOnS ngged by the bourgeois parhamentary machine, nor
did it mean the ‘formation of another ¢oalition between the social-
ists of the de. los Rios and Basteiro schoel with the * Left-wing ”
republican pacrties which were responsible for leading Spain to the
vergeof a fascist (hctetoi'shlp The proletariat ef Spam was faeed w11;h

" & letter to “his?

ment of a fascist dictatorship or ﬁghting for power with revolu-
tignary means.

The proclamation of the general strike by the Workers’
Alliance, which represents the recently formed united front be-
tween the Conmmunist Party and’the Bocialist Party, between the
reformist -and revolutionary trade uniens, and between the Com-

‘munist and Soecialist young werkers, meant the immediate struggle

for powér, and therefore the’ proclamation of the general strilze
was immediately followed in numerous districts, particularly in
North Spain, by armed struggies to occupy the barracks of the
Civil Guards and of the military, the buildings ef the authorities,
the railway stations, etc.

Ag enly the revelutionary- proletariat is in a. . position: $o-grant
the full right of self-determination to the national minorities, and
as the faseist momrchlst reaction came forward immediately with
8 frank programnie for the defenee of “the historie unity ef
Spam # (this slegan was given by the ex-king Alphenso himself in
people), a pregramme whieh -meédns the bl6ody
suppression of the natienal minerities and the loss of the last
vestiges of their autonemy, it was elear that the struggle of the
Spenish - proletariat against fascism must ally itself with the
struggle of the natieﬁal minorities for their freedom. If is a
further example of the hatred of the Sesond International agwmst
anytehmg revolutwnary when many soefal democratic newspapers
outside Spain 1mmedlately began o raise doleful laments abodt
“ihe lest revolufion” and te reproaeh the gpsmish workers: for
having co-operated with the “ sep&ratist movement ? in Cart&loma,
*for then perhaps the treeps ef Greneral Ba,det wmﬂd not have
ﬁ_réd » o

"Fheé ‘eentre peints- of the revelutlenary sisruggka in the first
days e! the ﬁghting ‘were in Asfuxia.s ané vastaromz Desplte all
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the blatant announcements from governmental sources, the
government is still powerless against the armed workers and
peasants in these districts. It was certainly an error that the
Workers’ Alliance in Barcelona lost valuable time in persuading
Companys to proclaim the independent Republic of Catalonia,
instead of acting on its own. Companys utilised this time by
letting General Badet mobilise his troops and then negotiating
the surrender of the new “Republic” with him. The hesitation
of the Workers’ Alliance in the first decisive days of the struggle
and the treachery of Companys, which was in any case nothing
but the continuation of the policy he had pursued as President of
the Generalidad, a policy of capitulation to Madrid, will cost the
Spanish workers and peasants heavy losses. However, Lerroux’s

triumph. nt announcements have been made too soon. His govern-.

ment has not yet subjugated Catalonia, and the struggle is still
proceeding here as in all other parts of the country.

Immediately after the capitulation of Companys a government
regiment stationed in Gerona mutinied and shot the higher officers
who attempted to bring it to heel. In Gijon armed workers have
occupied the fort. It is hardly possible that workers armed with
no more than rifles and revolvers could have stormed military
defences unless the soldiers themselves had prevrously gone over
to the cause of the people.

" On the evening of September 8 the armed workers in Madrid
began to use machine-guns, and obvjiously these weapons came
from the military stores or from the captured police barracks.
Fighting took place for the .possession of the ceniral electrical
power station and the central telephone exchange.

. In Trubia, near Oviedo (Asturias), the military arsenal was
occupied by armed workers, who are now in possession of artillery.
This report also indicates that the soldiers are beginning to go
pver to the side of the people.

Both in Madrid and Barcelona the workers are still in the
offensive against the government buildings. Obviously the workers
in Spain have learned from the defeat of the workers in Austria
and are not limiting their activities to a defence of the workers’
quarters.

Despite all the repressive measures of the government the
general strike is not only still unbroken, but it is extending to the
South of Spain. Bloody fighting began in Seville and Malaga
as. late as October 8, showing that the working class still has
powerful reserves. In Madrid and in other important towns the
railway stations are in the hands of the workers. The govern-

ment has issued a decree ordering the calling of all railway workers

to the colours. It is very doubtful whether this decree will have
any practical effect.

Up to the moment there is very little news about the situation
of the movement in the agrarian districts, but this may be due to
the breakdown of communications as a result of the general strike.
Are the peasants in Andalusia and Estremadura in movement,
are they occupying the big estates and seizing the land? This is
certainly the case in some places, and if this movement becomes
general, then it means the victory of the revolution, for under
such circumstances the Lerroux government would lose the
allegiance of the army, which is composed chiefly of the sons of
the peasantry, whose chief demand is for the redistribution of the
land.

All in all, therefore these reports show that the workers are
winning new successes every day,”a circumstahce which will
strengthen the confidence of the workers in their final victory and
demoralise the forces of the government.

From the beginning this great movement of the Spanish workers
and peasants has revealed one weak point, the disruption of the
working class by the anarchists and the syndicalists who are not
affiliated to the Workers’ Alliance and which are even hostile to
it, Where the leaders of the anarchists and the syndicalists have
issued strike orders they have done so unwillingly and only under
strong pressure from their own -working-class followers. In some
districts they have even openly opposed the strike call and done
their utmost to sabotage the strike and prevent the development
of its full strength. They know that the struggle is a struggle
for power and they have often enough declared themselves against
a revolutionary government of the proletariat. However, it is

- possible to heal this breach during the course of the struggle itself,

because the anarchist and syndicalist rank and file have shown
that they are with their class comrades in the struggle and are
prepared to go forward, leaving their leaders on the other side of
the barricades.

The most important guarantee of final victory is the estab-
lishment of the hegemony of a strong Communist mass party,
supported by the whole of the proletariat.

The international significance of the revolutionary upheaval
in Spain is that it demonstrates that the experiment with fascism
which the bourgeoisie of all countries is itching to carry out is
bound up with extreme risks for its own rule. Thé same is true
of the plans for a new imperialist war. Paris, Vienna, and Spain
may serve the bourgeoisie as a mene tekel.

‘The U.S.S.R. and the League of Nations

. The entrance of the U.S.S.R. into the League of Nations has
become a fact. In reply to the invitation of 34 countries, led by
France, Great Britain and Italy, the Soviet government signified
its consent, after which it was formally accepted as a new member
of the League of Nations and was given a permanent seat on the
Council of the League. September 18, 1934, was a date of inter-
qational importance and a great victory for the peace policy of
the U.S.S.R.

This event produced a very strong impression on the broad
miasses of workers, unemployed, peasants and the broad strata of
office employees and intellectuals, the millions of whom during
the last few months have been almost physically experiencing the
pending clouds of war, to which they will be the first victims. This
event also preduced a very strong impression in the camp of the
imperialists, the reformists and social fascists.

Though_this event is almest universally appraised as a new
.and outstanding victory for the foreign policy of the Soviet Union,
there are extremely divergent interpretations among the imperial-
ists, reformists and social fascists .on the one hand, and the Com-
munists on the other hand, as fo the meotives which induced a
number of leading imperialist Powers to invite the U.S.S.R. to
join -the- League of Nations and the metives which induced the
U:S.SR.:to accept this invitation. . Especially diverse are the
estimates of the results which may follow from this acceptance.
In the camp of the imperialists themselves, torn by internal con-
tradictions, there are the strongest disagreements on this question.
. We find the.parties of.fthe Second -International trying to
interpret this step of the U.S.S.R. as the acceptance by the Bol-

sheviks of the . socml-democranc pohcy towards the League of
Nations, .

We find a s1m11ar self-deceptlon in the _bourgeois press (see
“Temps” of September 17) to the eﬁect. that there has been a
profound change “in the foreign and even in the internal policy
of . the Soviet Union,” a supposition whlch merely shows how

,strongly the bourgeoisie hope to see a ‘“new”—i.e.,, a bourgeois

Russia. Comrade Litvinov emphasmed in his speech of September
18 that the US.SR. entering the League of Nations as a new
social economic system, completely retalmng her self-reliance and

.independence of her politics, is not giving up any peculiarities of

her government and the U.S.S.R. does not bear the responsibility
for former actions of the League, and will fight against- those
decisions and acnons of -the League directed towards the oppres-
sion of nations. “A new member joining an orgamsa.tmn can be
merally responsxble only for those decisions. adopted with his
participation and agreement.”  This statement was a blow against

<those elements living on.those hopes.

We find the British Conservative organ, the é Tlmes,” express-
ing its sorrow that the acceptance of the U.S.S.R. into the League
of Nations was not accompanied with certain guarantees against
Bolshevik, propaganda The German and Japanese bourgeois press
grind their teeth, which is the best proof that if this step of the
U.S.S.R. is intended fo put obstacles-in the way of the warmongers
in Berlin and Tokya, the shot has reached its mark.

Here could be heard the shrieks and the groans of the Vatxcan,
of the Archblshop -©0f Canterbury, and all the obscurantists who
looked on it as almost equivalent to sacrilege and the defilement
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of sanctuaries to admit Communists into the holy of holies where
hitherto only the stainless angels of capitalist ownership have
been found, and who foretold general destruction in the flames
of the world revolution which the Bolsheviks will doubtless organise
from the platform of the League of Nations.

All this discordance arises from the complex web of inter-
relations, from the variety of interests and strivings of various
parts of the capitalist world which is groaning in the grip of
contradictions and is being torn to pieces.

The false interpretation of the policy of the U.S.S.R. and the
discordance in the camp of the imperialists in their estimate of
the event of September 18 must serve for the revolutionary pro-
letariat as a warning voice against drawing hasty conclusions,
against unnecessary exaggeration and harmful illusions, of which
the most harmiul is the illusion that the entrance of the U.S.S.R.
into the League of Nations will remove the war danger from the
order of the day. The Soviet Union understands very well that
she entered an organisation created by the capitalist States, she
understands the extent of the limitations of the means and possi-
bilities at the disposal of the League of Nations and that the limit
of international co-operation and .its duration, like the grouping
of Powers in the camp of the imperialists, is determined by the
contradictions inherent in the capitalist world.

It must not be forgotten that among the bourgeoisie not only
in the countries which voted against the acceptance of the U.S.S.R.
into the League of Nations, but also in the countries which voted
for it, there are passionate opponents of rapprochement with the
U.S.SR.; who carried on a frantic struggle before September 18
for the organisation of war against the U.S.S.R., and will continue
to do so in the future. We must not forget that Poland signed
the non-aggression pact with the U.S.S.R and, following which,
signed an agreement with Germany, which is openly preparing
to attack the Soviet Union. This same Poland, following in the
steps of the three great Powers, expressed herself for the invita-
tion to the U.S.S.R. to join the League of Nations, but stubbornly
opposes the signing of the Eastern Pact. We must not forget the
double game played by England towards the two States that are
at the present time playing the role of trying to start the war—
one kind of attitude towards Germany and another kind to-
wards Japan. (Apropos of this, two days after the entrance of
the U.S.SR. into the League of Nations the London “Times”
came out with a violent anti-Soviet attack.) We must not forget
all kinds of unexpected changes in the States whose conduct de-
pends on the most varied. changes ‘in internal and external
situation of their countries, for the’ development of which -stable
time and confidence in the next day has long since passed.

. It would, however, also be harmful to underestimate this big
event. It would be harmful to harbour an over-simplified idea that
inreality “nothing haschanged.” This would be simultaneously an
underestimation of the possibility of a sharper and more practical
struggle for peace by the U.S.SR. and the international prole-
tariat, thanks to the new position won by. the Soviet Union.

For the tens of millions of toiléers whose liyes are put at stake
by a new world war, even the. slightest step in the direction of
avemng this war is a tremendous achievement. For the revolu-
tlonary Vanguard of the proletar).at the further guarding of the
country of the Soviets is & primary task and at the same time is
a necessary condition for the _successful revolutionary struggle
against capitalism in their own.country. For the revolutionary
vanguard, even a simple postponement. of the approaching war,
which opens’ up the possibility -for a further struggle to abolish
or to forestal it by a proletarian revolution is a big success for
the entire World revolutionary front.

In order that the mternatmnal proletanat will be able to
utilise'the new posmon won by the U.S,S.R. for the cause of peace
-and for atta‘mmg their class aims they must ha,ve a clear under-
standing of two questions.

Firstly, what new conditions, what changes in international
conditions, compel the overwhelming majority of the capitalist
countries, led by the great Rowers—France, etc.—to seek rap-
prochement with ‘the ‘Soviet Union at the present time, despite
their 1neradlcable hatred for the Soviet system .

Secondly, what causes gave rise to the consent of. the U.S.S.R.
to enter the League of 'Nations, which had been locked on by the
Soviet Union as a clearly 1mpemallst orgamsatlon in essence and
whose efforts to organise capxtahst “order ” had been regarded as
utterly fruitless. -

It is easy to reply to the first question if we take into account

the danger of war which has greatly increased the sharpening
contradictions among the imperialists in connection with the in-
tensification of the crisis, and if we remember the enormously
increased power of the Soviet Union, which is a very strong factor
for peace. The attack of Japan on China and its seizure of Man-
churia have created a danger to the American spheres, and this,
together with the increasing power of the country of the Soviets,
was the cause of the changed policy of the U.S8.A. towards the
U.S.S.R, leading to the resumption of diplomatic relations between
them. Finally, the coming of Hitler to power in Germany, which
greatly increased the annexationist tendencies of German
imperialism, which has begun feverishly to arm Germany in spite
of the Versailles Treaty, which is making great efforts to annex
to itself Austria and the Baltic countries by methods of violent
actions within and without, and which is trying to turn Soviet
Ukraine into its hinterland by means of an anti-Soviet war. As
the result of this, it has created a direct menace to the Hegemony
of France on the continent of Europe and the looming prospect
of a war of revenge against France has compelled France to
change its policy towards the U.S.S.R., and this led to the invita-
tion to the U.S.S.R. to enter the League of Nations.

The coming of Hitler to power in Germany was likewise bound
to cause serious changes in the policy of Great Britain and Italy.
Britain supported Germany to the extent that this was needed to
weaken the hegemony of France in Europe in favour of Great
Britain and to the extent that it helped to bring Germany into
the anti-Soviet front directed by Great Britain. But when Ger-
man fascism carried on a frantic annexationist policy, it brought
into life the danger which on the eve of 1914 had driven Britain
into an anti-German alliance with France, a danger which is all
the greater because, under the conditions of new military tech-
nique (the increased role of aviation), the island of Great Britain,
without an alliance with France, is open to an attack. This
caused Great Britain to change its front. Despite the strong con-
tradictions between Italy and France in the Mediterranean and
the Balkans, Italy was compelled to consent to draw closer to
France when German fascism, by its policy of the Anchluss with
Austria, became a strong menace for Italy. A number of small
and medium States in Europe have good grounds to fear that in
a new war catastrophe they would lose the last vestiges of their
independence or would even cease to exist entirely.

French imperialism above all, and later British and Italian
imperialism, were compelled to take the path of rapprochement to
the U.S.8.R. not-only in view of the strengthening of the German
danger but owing to the fact that the greatly increased power
of the Soviet Union had ma.de it into an extremely strong citadel
against war.

For many years French imperialism, as one of the chief
organisers of the anti-Soviet bloe, considered that the Soviet Union
was no longer the same country that, fifteen years previously, had
seemed an -easy prey to the inferventionists. Fifteen years ago

the imperialists could not cope with .the Soviet Union, and now it

has become an incomparably stronger force, It has turned from
an agrarian country, backward in economic, technical and cultural
respects and devastated by war, a poverty-stricken country, into
an industrial country, a country of the most advanced technique,
a country of agriculture on the largest scale in the world, a country
in .which an. enormous -cultural upsurge has taken place among
the masses of the people, a country which.is increasing its defen-
sive powers to a tremendous degree. Even the:class hatred of the
French and of all the world-bourgeoisie against the social an@
economic system in the Soviet Union which- represented a tre-
mendous danger for the entire capitalist system, eould not conceal
the obvious fact that the Soviet Union was growing from day: to
day absolutely in every direction. . This hatred could not eonceal
another undoubted fact, that the Soviet Union; despite all the
shouts of “red imperialism,” was working for the postponement
of war and conducting a struggle not only against an anti-Soviet
war but -against all imperialist wars in general.

"Hence ‘arose also & number of -big successes for the peace
policy of the U-.S.8.R. during the last year, among which a pro-
minént place is dceupied by the recognition of the U.S.SR. by
the U.S.A, the conclusion of a series of non-aggression pacts, the
adoption of many other States of the definition of the aggressor
as proposed by Soviet diplomaey.  All these events, which pre-
ceded the entrance of the Soviet Union info the League of Natlons,
were a preparation for it.
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And no maftter how the nimble political acrobats of the Second
_Internatienal try to explain the entrance of the U.S.S.R. into the
League of Nations as a forced compromise and a concession in
principle under the pressure of ‘bourgedis countries, the revolu-
tionary proletariat of the entire world will understand the en-
trance of the U.S.SR. into the League of Nations primarily as a
result of its enormous pawer, the pressure of which had made itself
more and more ¢learly felt on the course of world development.

If the turn in the policy of the imperialist governments from
open aggression towards the Soviét ‘Union to a policy of rapproche-
ment—granted that it is temporary, ‘bit nevertheless a definite
rapprochement—can be one of the circimstances hindering an im
médiate anti-Soviet campaign, if this'is a great achievement (and
there is no doubt fhat it is), then this achievement is also the
result of the unintérrupted revolutionary struggles of the broad
masses of the proletarians and semi-proletarians against war ang
capitalism. '

All these conditions togéther compelled the worst enemies ‘ot
the proletarian dictatorship to draw nearér to the Soviet Union
and segk to secure its entrance into the League of Nations.

Passing on to the question of why the U.S:S!R. agreed to join
the League of Nations, we must point out first of all ‘that thne
‘ehtrance of the U.SSR. into the League is a natural continuation
of its’¢onsistent 'and successful policy of peace. The policy of the
capitalist world, particuldrly in-the form of the League of Nations,
has suffered a ‘defeat in respect to ‘the Soviét Union. During the
‘Atst ‘15 years of ‘the existence of the Soviet ‘Union, this policy ‘was
elther to ‘attethpt to crush it on the prétext that it aimed at “red
impérialism ” or at best to draw it into'the struggle of one group
of ‘impéridlists dgainst anotlier. One dfter another the legends of
the "war plans of ‘the Soviet Union ‘broke ‘down, ‘the legend of its

- military alliance, first with Germany, ‘then with Ttaly. At the
‘sanre ‘tite, by its systematic exposure of ‘the war plans of the
imperialists, the Soviet Union has repeatedly succeeded in dis-
rupting plans which were already ‘prepared to be carried out.

In the world conditions which have arisen, when Japan, hay-
‘Ing creatéd ‘Manchuria as ‘its ‘outpost of war against the Soviét
Union, 1s day by day provoking the outbreak of war, when German-
Japarese rapprochemetit for ‘war has become a fact, it is not very
difffeult 'to ‘gitess what caused the Soviét Union to accept the invi-
‘tation ‘to ‘join’the Lieague of Nations.

 The Soviet ‘government, ‘the proletariat of the country of -

‘Boviets-and the revolutionary workers of all eountries do not har-
-Bodr illusions in respeet to the TLeague-of Nations. They merely
'Féeognise: on-the one hand the signifieanee of the changes in the
attitude towards the Soviét Union which 'have taken place as the
‘result of ‘the tremendeous wesakening ‘6f the capitalist ‘world and
the growing power of the Soviet Union. They realise that the
-attitude ‘of ;the League ‘of :Nations towards ‘war depends at the
given moment.on who compose it. For ‘those imperialist - eliques
nehich, like Japan -and Germany, who have already placed ‘war on
(the erder of $he'day, the League of Nations, headed by :these ‘who
‘are not ;aiming for war at ‘the present moment, s ‘a hindrance,
oven though small:and formal,.on -the path towardsithe immediate
-commencement of xyar. 1In :this is iexpressed ‘the -growing eontra-
ddietions “in cthe :camp of ‘the Imperialists ‘inside >the ‘League of
Natiens that led ‘to :Japan :and Germany leaving ‘the ‘League of
‘Nations, sétting their {mands free for war.
- Theentrance. of *the ‘Boviet Union 'into -the League- of ‘Nations
will» undouwsbedly -eansiderably increase :the restraining rele ‘which
1he League.of Nations! has'begun to play.in.the most-recent period.
In:entering .the Lieague of :Nations the USSR, does ‘not in ‘the
leastadegvee: change: i$s attitude in’ Pprineiple itowards the Versailles
system. Ft is:still-against it. At the same time 1t :is ‘against ‘the
wse df the metheds:of war :to .revise the 'frontiers ‘gstdblished by
it Mersailles Fredty. ‘On ‘enitering 'the 'League of Nations it will
dre’ possible far the ULS.BR. o struggle still ‘more -effectively and
bractically-egaimst a:counter-vevolutionary war on the U.8.8Rand
against: imperidlist war-fer the repartition of ‘the world. .
Firstly, the entrance of :the UiS:S.R. ‘into ‘the ‘League of
Nations will .increase the .iselation. of the chief .instigators ef ‘war,
Germany -and..Japan, and will-strengthen-the anti-war positien of
.;:hofse»vwm are-ageinst war at the present.mement,. but. are hesitat-
ng.
- Secandly, on entering the League.of Natians, it beeomss -pos-
sible for the .U.S.8R. to.organise resistance to the warmongers by
multi-lateral . agreements. : .

This policy of disrupting the war plans of the most aggressive
imperialist States by correctly taking account of all the changes
in international relations is the most real policy of peace, based
on' the interests of socialist construction, on the vital interests of
the proletariat of all countries, on the interests of the proletarian
revalution.

‘What has this proletarian policy in common with that inter-
pretation of it given by the social-democratic press in connection
with the entrance of the U.S:SR. into the League of Nations?

Neither the uncouth provincial roughness of the newspaper of
‘the ‘Czech socialists “ Social-Democrat,” nor the velvet tones of the
speech of Leon Blum in conuection with ‘the 75th anniversary of
‘the birth of Jaurés (see “Populaire” of September 17), were able
to lead astray ‘the public opinion of the proletariat regarding the
aims of the leaders of socidl democracy when ‘they depicted the
Tiew act in the peace policy of the Soviet Union as the abandon-
‘ment of the former Bolshevik estimate of the League of Nations
antl ‘as a transition to ‘the ‘position of social democracy on this
‘guestion.

‘Leon Blum designates the eritrance of the U.S.SR. into the
League of Nations as a “double triumph” for the Socialist Party
of 'france. On the one hand, he claims, ‘this is a triumph for
“the French socialists over the French reactionaries, ‘over the sup-
porters of Barthou, who was hurling thunélers a few mornths ago
at any attempt at rapprochement with the Soviet Union, and now
(“such is the revenge ‘of 'history,” exclaims Blum), this same
Barthou ‘is compelled to make a ‘burning speech at Geneva in
favour of the acceptance of the U.S.SR. into ‘the League of
Nations. The second ‘triumph—a triumph of ‘the socialists over
the Communists—is alleged to be the fact that the Communists
have accepted the policy of T.eon ‘Blumt’s party, the policy of sup-
potting the League of Nations and recognising its role as a fighter
for’peace.

“In all ‘this reasoning ‘there is not ‘g word of truth. First of
all, the French socialists have the least right to atfribute to them-
‘selves ‘the credit of ‘turning the 'French imperialists in the direc-
tion of rapprochemerit with the Soviet Union. They have in ‘the
bast with their conduct helped the bourgeoisie carry through their
“anti-Soviet policy. Since the first days of the October Revolution
“they have helped Freneh imperialism ‘to hurl dirt at the Soviet
‘Union by backing up the legend 6f a “red imperialism.” They
hrave helped-the anti-Soviet war by voting for war credits, partici-
pating in 'the preparation of anti-Soviet .plans, defending the
“wreckers in the “Industrial Party ”-and the Mensheviks, Who were
carryinig out the orders-of the French General Staff, and by sys-
tematically undermining the unjted front of the French proletariat
against’ their bourgeoisie. ‘If there is ‘a “revenge. of .history” in
-respect to Barthou and his confederates, there is.an equally strik-
ing “revenge of history™ in ‘respect to Leon Blum and all those
‘leaders of French ‘socialism°who, 1ot ‘wishing ‘to risk the loss of
‘the remnants of ‘their popuiafity amongst the masses, now realise
“the war -danger (it ‘is' admitted mow even" by ‘the supporters of
Barthou), ‘which “they Have previously denied, and together with
‘Barthou’ tHey ‘approve 'Of “the entrgnce 6f the USSR. into the
‘League of Nations. ‘As for the triumph of the socialists over the
‘Communists, 'on this question neither-the enthusiasm of the pro-
detariat-df France’for'the united front nor‘the agreement between
‘She ‘Gommunists and socialists to cease mutudl attacks during the
‘period of ‘the Joirit struggle will prevent the exposure of the whole
‘Talsity -of ‘Fhis ‘statement and the disruption 6f the attempts of
‘$he Prenth ‘socidlists to make ‘political capltdl .out. of the gvents
‘which' have taken place. ‘Leon Blum ‘and his friends will not be
able-to-eonvince the French workers that the Communists gre now
conducting the policy of social Hemoer: ¢y, in respect to the League
‘of Nations. They will not he‘diile by ‘Such tricks to juskify their
old-policy wor shtain an amnesty from the workers for their. party.
Every thinking ‘worker ‘understayids “the difference ‘between the
bresent efforts of the Soviet Union to utilise the changed -situa-
Hon inside the League of*Nations, when it has become a certain
Ghstaéle to the - unleashing of war ‘hy' fascist ‘Germany and .militar-
8t-Uapan, and the patticipation of the socialists in the formation
of ‘the League of ‘Nations at a time When it was very.plain that
one of the chief aims-of*its ‘formation Wis 'to organise-a counter-
reypmttonary “war against the ‘Soviét ‘Union. It was the. French
;omé@sts ‘even ‘more ‘than their brethren in .other countries ‘who
Tell irito e most ‘vulgarand false bourgeois pacifism long befere
the formsation df the League of “Nations, bowing down to Wilson,
whose idea it was to form the League of Nations, and even elassing
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hnn along with Jaurés: It was the French socialists above all who
did everything in their power to raise the authority of the League
of Nations and sent orre of their leaders, Albert Thomas, to the
post of leader of the Liabour Office of the League of Nations, which
supported all the nreasures of the bourgeoisie for’ bringing abottt
capitalist rationalisation. The Freénch socialists supported the
League of Nations in-respect to war and anti-Soviet intervention
at tHe ttme when the imperialist leaders of the League were much
stronger than the country of the Soviets, which was defending
itself against intervention with the help of a ragged, bootless and
starving Red Army. = This has very little resemblance to the
entrance of the powerful Soviet Union at the present day into the
Léague of Nations, making the statement through its representa-
tive Comrade Litvinov that it take$ no responsibility for the past
activity of the League and that it is entering the League hot for
the sake of war but for the sake of active participatien in the work
of the League with the idea of preserving peace, in the struggle
for which the participation of the Soviet Union under present
cireumstances may have decisive importance.

The German social democrats who capitulated to fascism are
also wasting their efforts when they try to make an analogy be-
tween the present entrance of the U.S.S.R. into the League of
Nations and Germany’s entrance in 1926. The social-democratic
paper “Deutsche Freiheit” (see issue of Septémber 12) evidently
forgot about the circumstarnices in which Germahy eéntered the
League of Nations, when the aim and maybe the condition of its
admission into fhe League was its chenge from the policy of
Ridpallo to a “westérh” orientation, when Germian social demo-
cracy, the auxiliary of French imperialism, stubbornly advocated
and conducted the policy of “fulfilment” on thé one hand and
with equal insistence drove Germany from the path of Rapallo
to the path of the “ western orfentation,” i.e, the anti-Soviet path,
on the othiér hand: Evidefitly, even the Tessons which it has
recetved during the last two years since Hitler cams to power have
not taught it to see the tremendous difference between the én-
trance of the Soviet Union into the League and the former en-
trance of Germ#ny. The réprésenitatives of the Soviet Union,
where the proletariat is in power and are complete masters of the
country, can bring préssure to bear on the League, relying for
support not only oni the workers of thé Soviet Union but on the
forces of the whole of thé world proletariat. But when German
soctal deniocracy wds saving Getitiant and French capitalism and
grovelling before them, ¢clutching at the steps of thetr ehatriot, it
sacrificed to them the vital ititerests of the German proletariat.

Both the Frerich, German and Czech socialists are simply
lying when they try to prove that the Bolsheviks, as represetited
By the Soviet Unlon and the Communist Parties of all couritries,
now look upon the Lédgue of Nations as a strong citadel of pease,
& fitm guatanitee against war. This is Hot true, We Cortimunists
consider the participation of the Soviet Union in the League of
Nations merely as 4 odest possibility of hitidefing the approach
of war and we consider if as a crime to the ihternational prole:
tariat t6 tgnore this possibility, However humble it may be. It is
not the 34 States which invited the $oviet Union and hot even the
Powers which wére the initistors of this invitation, and still less
the States which voted dgatnst the admission of thé Soviet Uniot,
whicli could give any gitdrantée for the préservdtion of peacé:
Both' beyond the confines of the League of Nations and inside it,
imperfalist eontradictions will coritinue to grow. The relative
importance of the representatives of the Soviet Union inside of
the League of Nations, and consequently its possibility of having
21 eflect on the eourse of events will depend on the forces which
3tand behind tHe representatives of the U.8.8.R.~growing socialist
cotisttuetion and the growing revolutionary united anti-fascist and
anti-War front in the éapitalist countries.

Theé entrance of the Soviet Union into thé League of Nations
is taking place at the moment of ever<ncreasing revolutionary
activity of the masses. In all capitalist couritries the proletarian
masses are with the greatest enthusiasm évercoming all difficul-
ties, are organising the united front and aré conducting a heroic
Struggle under the slogans of thie Commutiists agsainst the capi-
talist offensive, against the lowering of thelr standard of Hving,
againgt faseism and war.
©  The growth of the relative importance of the USSR. in the
world arens, the growth of its anthority not only among thHe
workers but €lsé among thé broadest strata of the petty bour-
geoisié and the intellectuals, is a very strong réinforcement for the
afiti-faseist ahd antf.war front.

“At the present state of the struggle, when the victery of
fascism in Grermany, Austriz and Bulgariz has eneouraged and’
activised fascism in almost all countries, the striggle to eliminate
the split of the proletarian ranks-and the disruption of proletarian

activity has become a question of life and death for the workmg
class as never before. k

‘If we search along all the slogans, the one which has the
greatest power to unite the workers, the unemployed, the broad
strata of the office workers and intellectuals, it is hardly likely-
that any slogan will be found stronger than the slogan of Pefence
of the U.S.S.R.—the greatest stronghold against fascism and war.

This is why the proletarian and semi-proletarian masses
throughout the world will welcome the new sucecess of the peaee
policy of the Soviet Union.

In struggling under the leadership of the Communists for the
victory of the united anti-war and anti-fascist front, the revolu-
tionary worRers of all capitalist countries, with the full realisation
of their responsibility, will treble their vigilance, will keenly watch
“their own” native impeérialists, will promptly expose and upset
their imperialist, anti-Soviet, counter-revolutionary plans. While
inereasing their resistance to fascism and strengthening day by
day the united front against the class enemy in their own country,
they will best of all strengthen their fighting alliance with the
proletariat of the U.S.S.R.

The revolutienary workers, led by the Communists, will march
forward under the bannef of the diefatorship of the proletariat
and of Soviet power in the complete realisation that it is not a
new mperlallst war but the vietorious proletarian revolution
which will relieve the world of the capltahst, system ,of crisis, war
and fascism, and that enly the Soviets will lead to the triumph of
Communism threughout the world.

Politics

- il
Foreign Political Review of the Week

fhe chief résult of the Genéva éonférences was a demonstFa-
tion of thHe utte? confusion which éxists in the relatiens of the
so-catled beacefil Powers to éach othér: that 18 to say, between
those powers who éatnie 6ut on top ih the last imperialist war and
were ablé to sate their list fof eofrqueésts to such an exbént that
for the momént they can see nt advantage to themselves aceruing
from a rew iiMperialist war and are therofore in faveur, for theé
motnient at léast, of the maintenanece of péace. One would asiiuiie
that Rumania would stand by France and Support the latter’s
foreign policy withotit feserve; bt the governmental e¥isis WHich
has suddenly éoie t¢ & heéad in Ruiiianis indidatés that tRis
assumptiott i3 not quite correct. The Rumanian Foreign Ministes,
Pitilescn, resigned from office becduse influeritial éireles, 18d by
the Prime Ministér Hhithself, Tataréstu; were sabotagihg and op-
posinig hid foreigh policy and seekifig an understanding with Ger-
many and Poland behind his batk in ofder to litik Rumania up
with the anti:Soviet frouif.

At the rherént of writing it is not possible to see how this
crisi§ will be solved, of rather patched up. Ik any éase, thi§
eXamiple is of considerablé impottaiiéé because it shows élearly
how eéasily thie linés of the BOurgevis peace policy éan shift and
How easily the various eapifalist powers can bé guidéd into the
anti-Soviet front. If there is any country which gofged itself
with foreign coniquests dfter the last iniperialist war, then that
couintfy is Rumahida. It $natched so much foreign territory and
SO many peoplés into its own maw that it is udable to digest the
booty. The Rumanian bourgeoisie knows that Germany and
Poland dare preparing ds rapidly a8 possible for an armed aftack
on thé Soviet Union and thdt they dre anxicus to forth & bloé 6f
countries to support this undértaking. At the same firde, hows
éver, this blo¢ i8 directed dgiirist the allies of Rumania, against
France and Czechoslovakia. However, this does not disturl¥ thé
Rumanian bourgeoisie. Théy have decided in favour of Poland
and Germdny, of father in favour of an adventurist attack on the
Soviet Union, at & time of peacd and although Rumania; Germécﬁy
and Poland areé all sighdtories to the Kellop Pact and to the PHst
of Non-Aggressiori with the Soviet Union: Wha’a Wil hhé sftua:—
tion look like whén war is reglly & fact?

ThHe disintegratioft it the éamp of thé Powers which aré op-
posed to war at the momént ha§ ddused Hitlet £6 try Hik 1tk with
4 flew action in Rotve, reéportéd by ng last weelt. Siade thern it
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has been reported that the son-in-law of Victor Emanuel, Prince
von Hessen, has arrived in Rome as Hitler’s representative and
made far-reaching proposals for concessions to Ifaly in the Aus-
trian question in return for Italian support in the question of
German armament equality. The armaments of the Reichwehr
have already increased to such an extent that the Reichwehr now
wishes for their legislation, for an ex parte declaration on the
part of the German government abolishing the armament clause
of the Versailles Treaty. However, such a declaration would
arouse the pro-Treaty Powers, and a solid united front of these
Powers could prove very unpleasant for Hitler. Hitler is also
afraid that an imperialist united front might be formed against
his Saar plans. The moment for Hitler’s demarche in Rome has
not been badly chosen, because such an action is welcome to
Mussolini at present owing to the fact that he is engaged in
negotiations with the French government and that this action of
Hitler strengthens his hand in the negotiations with France. In
his recent speech in Milan Mussolini said nothing which might
be interpreted as hostile to Germany. On the contrary, he invited
Germany to co-operate with him, and although he made no direct
mention of Peace Treaties, as he was wont to do in the good old
days, he did declare that “peace must have justice as its basis,”
a remark sufficiently ambiguous to be interpreted at will. How-
ever, whether Mussolini is prepared to do anything practical for
Hitler, only the future can show.

In any case, the foreign political part of Mussolini’s Milan
speech was deliberately couched in the vaguest terms, so that in
effect he said practically nothing at all about foreign relations.
Only with regard to Switzerland did he use plainer language, and
then he permitted himself a shameless interference in Swiss in-
ternal affairs by demanding that the Italian character of the
Tessin district should not be interfered with. In the past the
féderal government of Switzerland has shown itself so complais-
ant towards Mussolini that obviously he does not even fear a
protest. Dealing with Yugoslavia, Mussolini played the role of
injured innocent and complained of the attitude of the Yugo-
slavian press which had answered his boastful sabre-rattling
speeches extolling Italian heroism by holding up the mirror of
Caporetto and Tolmein to them. The applause was well organised,
too well organised in fact, and the uniform bursts of cheer-
ing which greeted any reference to France were too absurd to be
taken seriously. The affair became a farce when Mussolini at-
tempted to confer diplomatic importance on this expression of
“the will of the people” so carefully organised by him. The
French press was not deceived and its comments were reserved.

The most interesting part of Mussolini’s speech was that in
which he dealt with his social aims. It is worth while recalling
the speech he delivered on the last anniversary celebration of the
march on Rome, as it is called. In this speech also he referred
to the crisis of capitalism. The source of all evil he declared to
be over-production, against which it was not possible to do any-
thing because consumption was not keeping pace with the in-
creased forces of production. He prophesied that the times of
prosperity were now at an end once and for all, and that the
people would have to make up their minds to be poorer. And
his last speech in Milan? The heavens are unclouded. No longer
is: over-production the source of all evil, for a redistribution of
wealth (about which he remained conveniently vague) would
settle the problem and turn the source of all evil into the source
of all happiness.

“Each citizen will part1c1pate in the hlghest social justice.
social justice will consist in guaranteed work at fair wages,
in happy homes, in the possibility of unhindered development
towards prosperity.”

And all this is to come about in the fasmst State under the
contmued dominance of finance capitalism and its mercenary
agents, the fascist administration and a fascist militia. They are
promises which might make even a Goebbels hide his head in
shame.

. Mussolini has good reason for beating the demagogic drum.
Less tha,n a year ago he could still bask in the glory of interna-
tional successes. Mussolini, the man who has declared again and
again that fascism is not an export commodity, suddenly felt him-
self as the father of international fascism, “ a world doctrine which
is winning the most important countries in Central Europe.”
Fascism was apparently on the march everywhere and who could
resist it?- ‘Mussolini’s position both at home and abroad had been
strengthened in a way that even he had never dared to hope. But

the successes suddenly changed into failures. Mussolini suddenly
realised that he had encouraged an enemy with a population of
65 millions on his 400 kilometre long Northern frontier, an enemy
in the throes of the wildest nationalism. Not much was in the
way of the swallowing up of Austria, which formed a barrier
between the hostile brothers, the insatiable national socialist State
hungry for booty and the bloody State of Italian fascism. By
July of this year Mussolini's international glory was at an end,
and the pressing misery and poverty at home not only remained
but even intensified.

Mussolini must now do something or other or his international
prestige will disappear for ever. He is preparing for an adventure
in Africa. He proposes to attack Abyssinia. The official denial
issued was sent out into the world by the representative of
Abyssinia in Rome and not by the Italian representative in
Abyssinia, and certainly not by Mussolini. Abyssinia is to-day
the centre of the negotiations between France and Italy and pro-
bably of the negotiations between Great Britain and Italy. How-
ever, the agreement of the great Powers alone is not enough.
Mussolini must establish tolerable relations with his immediate
neighbours, and until he has earned his laurels in Abyssinia he
must establish a tolerable relationship with the masses of his own
people. The foreign political plans of Mussolini explain why he
is now extending the olive branch to his immediate neighbours
and why he is promising to lead his own people into a land flow-
ing with milk and honey.

Mussolini closed his speech with the words:—

“Either we shall decorate our rifles with olive leaves, or
we shall carry the laurel wreaths of victory on the points of
our bayonets.”

However, there is a third poss1b111ty which Mussolini did not
mention, namely, a situation is possible in which there is no occa-
sion for decorating Italian rifles. When dealing with Abyssinia
Mussolini should recall the shameful rout of the Italian army near
Adua in 1896.

The Change of Cabinet in Rumania

By Victor Zitna (Bucharest)

A great diplomatic game is being carried on at present in
Bucharest which is an expression of the sharpening of antagon-
isms between the various fractions of the Rumanian bourgeoisie
and the approaching change of orientation in foreign policy. On
October 1, Tatarescu suddenly informed King Carol of the resig-
nation of the Ministry. He was immediately entrusted with the
formation of a new government, which was actually formed on
October 2. Apart from the exclusion of Titulescu, former Foreign
Minister, and one or two minor changes the composition of the
new government does not differ greatly from that of its pre-
decessor.

Rumours of a change in the Cabinet had been current for
some time past. The Liberal government, at the head of which
was- Tatarescu, promoted the fascisation of the State apparatus,
made the censorship and state of siege permanent institutions,
carried through the law for the conversion of the agrarian debts,
which legalised the appropriation of the land of the poor
peasants for the benefit of the big peasants and boyars, intro-
duced the campaign against the standard of living of the work-
ing class, increased the war budget and strengthened the system
of pre-military training of the youth.

However, under the leadership of the Communist Party and
of the revolutionary organisations, the working masses repelled
the brutal attacks of the bourgeoisie. Important economic fights
were waged by the railwaymen, dockworkers, textile workers, ete.
The law for the “simplification” of the State apparatus, which
means in reality the dismissal of thousands of State employees,
called forth a wave of protest. In various centres of the country,
above all in Bucharest, the workers held street demonstrations,
involving collisions with the police. .

The anti-fascist movement developed rapidly and drew into 1t
considerable sections of the middle classes. A national conference
of the anti-fascist movement was held at the beginning of Sep-
tember in Bucharest. Three anti-fascist organs, “Clepotul” in
Botosani, “Curent Nou” in Brassov, and “Ecoul” in Yassy, ap-
pear regularly. After the recognition of the Soviet Union by
Rumania a League of the Friends of the Soviet Union was formed,
which is organising the first delegation of workers and intellectuals
to attend the November celebrations in the Soviet Union. The
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social-democratic party, which for a long time rejected the united
front on the ground that it could only be carried by
means of legal organisations, has now replied to the recent pro-
posals of the national anti-fascist committee and the Red Aid
that it is prepared to negotiate directly with the Communist Party.

This situation, which is characterised by the resistance of the
working masses to the brutal attacks of the bourgeoisie, has had
considerable effects even in the camp of the various fractions of
the bourgeoisie. Within the Liberal party the antagonisms be-
tween the present Prime Minister Tatarescu, the confidant of the
king, and the old guard, with the party leader Bratianu at the
the head, who on repeated occasions has openly opposed the
government, are becoming more acute.

In the National Zaranist party the fight between the Vaida
fraction, which is connected with the Court camarilla, and the
Maniu fraction is still proceeding.

As regards the situation at home, the change of Cabinet in
Rumania means an increase in the influence of the Court
camarilla. It also means an intensification of the fascisation of
the State, preparation for a new attack on the standard of living
of the toiling masses, and increase of the terror and oppressive
measures against the revolutionary movement.

From the foreign-political standpoint the exclusion of
Titulescu from the government is of great importance. Titulescu,
whose resignation preceded that of the government, carried out
the policy of the French Foreign Ministry. His exclusion means
an attempt of the Rumaman bourgeoisie at another orientation
in foreign policy.

Whilst the traditional parties of the Rumanian bourgeoisie,
the Liberals and the National Zaranists, are supporters of the
pro-French orientation, in which they see the best guarantee for
the Treaties of 1919 which doubled the area of Rumania, it is
equally true that for some time past the influence of Germany
has been felt in Rumania. It is promoted not only through the
Saxon national socialist groupings and the extreme Right, the
Iron Guard, but also immediately by the Court camarilla. In
addition there are the manceuvres which Poland, which has finally
gone over to the camp of Germany, is conducting in Bucharest in
order to revive the friendship between Rumania and itself on
another basis.

At the meeting of the League of Nations Titulescu, as spokes-
man of the French Foreign Ministry, replied to Colonel Beck’s
statement with regard to the treatment of minorities that his
attitude meant a one-sided denunciation of the Treaties. It ap-
peared that Tatarescu was by no means in agreement with this
attitude adopted by Titulescu. For the rest, the representative
of Poland in Bucharest, Arcsiszenski, in a statement to the press,
expressed his astonishment at the attitude taken up by Titulescu
and a part of the Rumanian press. Titulescu regarded this state-
ment as an unwarranted interference in the inner affairs of
Rumania, and is said to have demanded the recall of the Polish
representative, which, however, was refused. Titulescu was also
not pleased with Alexander’s visit to Sofia, which took place
without the approval of the Council of the Little Entente.
Titulescu’s resignation therefore acquires importance as constitut-
ing a protest against the abandonment by Rumania of its pro-
French foreign policy.

The French press did not disguise its uneasiness in this con-
nection. The “Frankfurter Zeitung” writes in a leading article
that Rumania is following the example of Poland, and adds that in
circles immediately connected with King Carol there are influen-
tial personalities who desired the closest collaboration of Poland,
the ‘best friend of Rumania. The Hungarian papers write in the
same strain. “ Az Est” states that Rumania is turning away from
France and the Little Entente. “Uj Nemzedek ” raises the ques-
tion whether France, after having lost the support of Poland and
Yugoslavia, will now also lose that of Rumania.

At the same time as Tatarescu changed his Ministry and
threw Titulescu overboard, Stepan Tatarescu, the Prime Minister’s
brother and founder of the Rumanian national socialist party,
commenced to publish a paper, entitled “ Curagul” (Courage), the
leading article of which is entitled: “New horizons in foreign
policy,” and concludes as follows:—

“While maintaining our alliance with France intact, I
" nevertheless believe that those of my fellow-citizens who make

a speciality of abusing the new Germany and its Leader every

day are rendering our country a disservice.”

"'In spite of the declarations of fidelity to France indulged in

by the new government, and in spite of the prohibition of the
«Curagul,” it is clear that the French Foreign Ministry perceives
that its stock is falling in Bucharest. It is certain that French
imperialism will defend itself and use every means of pressure
against Rumania. It is even possible that Titulescu will again
take over the position of Foreign Minister, even if at the present
time he has not yet returned to Rumania. Nevertheless, the con-
clusion to be drawn from the recent events is that the position of
Germany and Poland in Rumania will be strengthened.

Thus important changes are pending on the Balkan and
Danubian chess-boards. The French system of alliances is break-
ing up, and Hitler’s policy is finding fresh points of support in
the Danube basin. This regrouping of the imperialist countries
under the hegemony of Hitler-Germany can lead to dangerous
adventures and considerably increases the immediate danger of
war, above all against the Soviet Union.

The Dutch Bourgeoisie and the Soviet Union

By S. (Amsterdam)

The Dutch government shares with Switzerland, Portugal and
Nicaragua the “honour ” of voting against the entry of the Soviet
Union into the League of Nations. The well-fed, parasitic Dutch
bourgeoisie, who feel that their vast colonial possessions in Indon-
esia are immediately threatened by the Soviet revelution, have
never abandoned their deadly hostility to the Soviet Union. - They
placed their hopes in the warmongers in the East and West, and
therefore did not wish to support any measure which might weaken
the position, no matter how little, of the enemies of the workers”
State.

Motta, the Swiss representatave at the League of Nations,
served up all the stupid cock-and-bull stories about the Soviet
Union that had ever been invented by the capitalist gutter press.
The Dutch representative, the Foreign Minister de Graef, did not
bring forward any arguments against the Soviet Union’s entering
the League. One had to seek for the motives of the Dutch
government in the foreign capitalist press. Thus. the Danish
paper “Politiken ” openly declared that the attitude of the Dutch
government “was dictated by oil interests.”

We believe that this paper has hit the right nail on the head.
The Dutch bourgeoisie are closely linked up with the oil capitalists’
who form one of the most active of the counter-revolutionary
imperialist groups. But it would be too simple an explanation to
say that only the loss of the oil interests in the Caucasus as a
result of the Russian proletarian revolution induces the capitalists
of Holland to conduet an open anti-Seviet policy. Nevertheless,
the present interests of Sir Henri Deterding, the Dutch oil king,
forbid any rapprochement to the Soviet Union by Holland. De-
terding, his Royal Dutch Oil Company and his British Shell group
are striving to secure a monopoly of the German market for oil.
The chances are good. Hitler needs credits, and Deterding
promises credits in the event of his obtaining a monopoly of the
oil market in Germany. Should one sacrifice such beautiful pros-
pects by recognising the Soviet Union?

‘The situation was more delicate however in the East. Indon-
esia is more seriously shaken by the crisis even than Holland.
Direct famine prevails among the native population in many dis-
tricts of Java. The income of the broad masses of the native
workers and peasants has sunk to less than 2% Dutch cents per
day. The ferment among the coolies and peasants is increasing.,
The example of the Soviet Union and of Soviet China shows the
working masses the way out of their present misery. The Dutch
rulers are more and more developing their dictatorship in Indon-
esia. The prisons are crowded. And in spite of the ruthless
plundering of the masses the bourgeoisie are seeing their enormous
profits melting away like snow in the spring sun. ]

All this is rendered still worse by the economic war between
Holland and Japan. Negotiations between Holland and Japan
for a commercial treaty have been dragging on for months past
without any results. The two countries are fighting each other by.
means. of boyeott and quotas. The tension between Holland and
Japan reached its highest point precisely on the eve of the Soviet.
Union’s entry into the League of Nations. Japan made prepara-
tions to carry out a general boycott of goods against Indonesia,
Holland therefore hesitated to provoke Japanese &mpenahsm
further by giving its vote for the Soviet Union.

In addition, there is the fact that Japanese competmon is
flooding Indonesia with its cheap goods. But “we” have oil. One
of the largest oil deposits is in Dutch Borneo. These oil wells are
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indispensable for Japanese imperialism if it wishes to wage war
against the Soviet Union. It is generally believed that if it comes
to a war in the Pacific one of the first acts of the Japanese im-
perialists will be to seize possession of these oit wells. "Is it not
more advantageous to be not a loser but a gainer in a war and
to proceed together with Japan against the Soviet Union? Fear
of the people’s révolution in Indonesia, hatred of the Soviet Union,
which has “stolen” the magnificent ofl wells in Baky, atd “the
hopes of fresh war profits drive the Dutch bourgeoisie rore and
Jnore in the direction of open support of the Japanese robber
State. And it i characteristic of this policy that on the same
day on which the Dutch Foreignh Minister voted against the ad-
mission of thé Soviet Union into the League, the Dutch
Ambassador  in° Tokyo had a conversation with the Japanese
Foreéign Minister Hirotfa, the chief subject of which, according
to the report of the United Préss, was the “Russian question.”
Shortly afterwards the first “results” were achieved at the
economic conference between Holland and Japan.

Sir Henri Deterding dictates . The Dutch Prime Minis-
ter, Colijn, was for yearg at the head of the Royal Dutch Oil Com-
pany. The présent Governor-General of Indonesia, De Jongh,
was for years at the head of the “Bataafsche” Oil Company, the
most important daughter company of the Royal Duteh. Oil capital
determines Dutch foreign policy and is leading it, togethef with
Hitler and Japan in the direction of a countei‘-revoluﬁonary war
aghihst the Soviet Union.

There is ho need to point out what a tremendous danger this

polity means for the workitig masses of Holland and Indohesia.
Tn the eomlng wat Helland will fiot be “ reutral »; it is already ho
longer “neutral.” The Dutch bourgeoisie are openly in the Wwar
tiont of Deterditig, Rosenberg and Araki.
. ©On the day the votg ofi Soviet Russia’s entry into the Leéague
was tekén at Gretieva, 8,000 woikérs demonstrateéd in Afnsterdam
with the Priends of the Soviet Union against this war poliey and
for the recognition of the Sovist Union. Under the leadership of
the Communist Party, unity of action s being tealised, which is
ajoné capable of frusttating the sinistér deslgns of Colijti and
Deterding.

Struggle in Ireland Eutering New Stage

By J. Shields (London)

The Irish Republiean Congress, which met in Dublin on Sep-
tember 29 and 30, marks the commencement of a new significant
stage in the carrying forward ef the struggle for Irish national
liberation and the achievement of an Irish Workers’ and Farmers’
Republie.

This Coigress représented a tallymg centre for uniting the
toiling masses of Ireland in e gredai cimpaigh directed towards
the smashing of the British imperialist stranglehold on the
couhtry, the wiping dut of the imperidalist border which now divides
the North from the South, and thé establishment of a free; united
and indépendent Ireland.

There were 186 accreditéd delegates present, elected from
niinterous Republicah groups, from units of the Irish Citizen Army,
& Whole sefies of trade Ufilon organisatiohs, Tenants’ Leaguss, the
Cotmunist Party; the Unerhployéd Wolkers’ Movettient, and many
otHer bodies. The Bplehdid thurhcter 6f the response to the Ton-
grebs Call should give derious food For thought to the member-
ship of the Irish Republivan Afmy, Whose leadership refused to beé
1gbdiated with the Cengress HioVemeént.

In addition to the report submitted by the Congress Organis—
ing Bureau, the delegates present had pefore them & numiber of
#ipottaht resolutions fotr consideration. Thereé were resolutions
dealing with the agrieultural situation, the struggle against
fascism, unemployment, the industrial situation, the position in
the Gaeltacht, ant resolutions regarding fithure Congress policy
aht organisation. It was on the latter tesolutions (those dealihg
with general policy and organisation) that the main attention of
Odngtess proceedings ultimately centred.

In i:hls connec’mon two main opbosing fesolutiohs had beéen
brought torward from the Orgamsmg Burédii almost on the éve
of the opening.of the Congress, in plage of the original * Repuibli-
can esolutioh ” previously subthitted to the delegates. 'This
colfSe was hecessitated as a redult of difference of opinion which
had arisen within the Organising Bureau itself o npolitical and
Qrgamsatmnal questions,

-One of these reselutions, known as Majority Resolution A,

had been brought forward in the name of the Army Counc11 Irish
Citizern Army, and adopted by a majority of the Organising
Btireat, amongst which were included Michael Price, Nora Con-
nelly, O’Brien; and R. J. Connolly. ' Briefly stated, its main thesis
was t0 the effect that the line of policy which shotild go out from
the Congress should be that accounts must first be settled with
the two existing capitalist States in Ireland and then afterwards
would come the sutcessful struggle to bréak the hold of British
imperialism, and therefore the slogan of action must be laid down
ag the direct struggle for a Workers’ Republie.

A further Majority Resolution was brought forward coricerti-
ing the questiont of ofganisation, which proposed in effect that
Congress should proceed to the setting up of a riew politieal party.

In opposition to this line a Minorily Resolution B was put
forward in the names of three other members of the Organising
Bureau, namely, George Gilmore, Peadar O’Donnell and Frank
Ryan. This resolution stressed that the Congress must become
the rallying centre for the mass movement expressing all the
forces for complete national independence, and called for a new
and déecisive eampaign to achieve this through building the united
front of the working class and small farmers in the struggle
against the imperialist and native exploiters. On the question of
future Congress organisation, the Minority Group brought forward,
in opposition to the proposed formation of a new party, a further
resolution advocating the keeping intact of the existing form of
Republican Congress organisation, and its further strengthening
and extéension on the widest possible united front basis. ]

Both the opposing resolutions on policy referred to the leading
role which the working class must play in the fight, dwelt on the
danger of harbouring any illusiens as regards the role played by
Irish capitalism, and raised demands for the repudlatlon of the
Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, immediate withdrawal of all British
troops from Irish soil, and the scrapping of the M111tary Tribunal
in the South and the Special Powers Act in the North.

In addition, hewever, to the fundamental difference of line
manifested between them, both resolutions strongly econtrasted
with each other on one other vital essential.

Whereas the Majority Resolution only referred in vague
general terms to the struggle for the “needs of the small farmers
and workers,” without attempting to specify further on the matter,
the Minority Resolution concretely laid down as follows:—

“The Republican Congresd will eampaignh to organise the
widest possible backing for all working ¢lass and sthall farmer
struggles: it will work to achieve evéer Wwider support for wage
mbvements, uhemployed demands, woFkefrs® Housing strugdles.
T4 Will back and initiate stiuggles of landless fen for Iree
land. The Congtess raises the demand that all bank actlons
against working farmers must b8 withdfawh, thaf évery at-
terapt By batfikk to collect either intérest or capital must be
campiigned against with all possible energy; that working
farmeéfs be freed Irom Land Anntities; that wages on all work
under the Land Commission &nd BoaPd of Woiks shall be not
less than 40 8hillings weekly. The Cohgress pléddes itself to
support agricultural wage eatnéfs in their fight f6f inéreased
wages and social insuianee, and will Help to ofgatilse an agri-
cultural wage earnefs’ uhigh.”

A keen debate on both these resolutions occupied the major
bulk of the Congress proceedings.

The political resolution of the Majority Group was introduced
by R. J. Connoily, who prefaced his rematks by stating that there
was a distinct differenee of opinion within the Congress as to what
was the correct line to pursue. He pointed out how the working
class was coming to the forefront in the struggle and from this
drew the cohclusion that the main slogan should be that of the
Workers' Republic, claiming that this slogan had always typified
the revolutionary struggle in Ireland and was the only slogan
which would really arouse mass enthusiasm.

Nora Connolly, who seconded, argued that only by raising sueh
a slogan as that which the Majority Resolution advanced would
it be possible to bring the workers of Northern Ireland inte the
fight.

As against this, Peadar O’Donnell; on behalf of the Minority,
declared that the mistake must not be made of confusmg the stage
of struggle which was facing the country at the moment. He
emphasmed that it was necessary to detach those large masses of
genuine nationalist opmmn who were .stﬂl under the influénee of
De Valera, demonstrate to them that the Fianna Fail government
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had betrayed the fight for the Irish Republic, and gather the
whole power of the Republican masses in united front action on
the basis of the line set out by the Minority Resolution to drive
forward for the unity and independence of Ireland.

Michael Price, who spoke in support of the Majority Resolu-
tion, claimed that the Minority viewpoint was based on oppor-
tunism and expediency and ran counter to the aims for which
James Connolly fought.

Sean Murray, of the Communist Party of Ireland, opposed the
line of the Majority Resclution. He stated that it sidetracked the
question, and that the purpose of the Congress must be to form
a mighty Republican movement on the basis of an alliance between
the workers and the masses of poor farmers which would smash
Britain’s hold. In the past, he said, the leadership of the Repub-
lican movement had been in-the hands of the Irish capitalists,
who had betrayed it. It was true that only under working-class
leadership could the struggle for the Irish Republic be led to vic-
tory, but the Majority Resolution put obstacles in the way of this
and failed to realise that capitalism could not be smashed without
the smashing of British imperialism.

Many other delegates spoke in favour of one or other of the
respective resolutions, and it was obvious from the nature of some
of the contributions made, e.g., particularly a number of the
country delegates, that quite a number were not clear as to the
actual character of the differences involved.

Finally, when the vote was taken, the Minority Resolution was
adopted by 99 votes as against 84 votes for the Majority.

At a later stage in the discussion which then commenced on
the agricultural resolution, the Standing Orders Committee an-
nounced that the organisational resolution, proposing the formation
of a new party which had been put forward, had been withdrawn.

On the conclusion of the discussion on the agricultural ques-
tion, the Congress was flung open for nominations for an Execu-
tive which would be charged with leading and directing the
campaign on the lines of the decisions adopted. Amongst those
nominated for Executive position were the chief spokesmen on
behalf of the defeated Majority Resolution—Michael Price, Nora
Connolly and R. J. Connolly.

Michael Price declined {o accept nomination. He stated that
he had left the I.R.A. because it would not accept his slogan of a
Workers’ Republic as the main line of fight, and it would be in-
consistent for him to accept nomination for the Executive on these
grounds. e had but one place to turn to—the Citizen Army.
Nora. Connolly similarly declined to accept nomination, stating
that her position was the same as that of Price, while R. J.
Connolly also declined "but said his position was somewhat
different, as although he would not acept nomination for the
Executive, he would give the Congress his unstinted support on the
concrete issues of united front activity.

An Executive of 40 was finally elected to function in a
national capacity, and this included in its numbers Peadar
0O’Donnell, Frank Ryan, George Gilmore, Sean Murray, Cora
Hughes, May Laverty, Jim Larkin, junior, and others.

The remaining resolutions on industrial struggles, unemploy-
ment and the struggle against fascism, were adopted unanimously
after they had been well debated.

The Congress delegates gave a very fine reception to the
fraternal delegates who attended the proceedings, and the speeches
of greeting conveyed on behalf of the League Against Imperialism
by R. Bridgeman, the greetings from the Indian Political Group by
S. Saklatvala, and also those delivered by Frank Ryan, delegates
from the Irish Workers’ Clubs in America, and M. Raylock of the
British Youth Anti-War and Anti-Fascist Movement, were en-
thusiastically applauded.

Barney Conway, delegate representing the Workers’ Union of
Ireland, moved a resolution demanding the release of all anti-
fascist and anti-imperialist fighters. His impassioned appeal for
all support being given to the strugglng workers of Austria and
Germany. and for the fight for Ernst Thaelmann’s release and
the release of Tom Mooney, evoked a wonderful response.

The great task now facing the Republican Congress is to pro-
ceed at top speed with the carrying of its decisions into actual life.
The situation in Ireland is abundantly ripe for the carrying
through of the great campaign which the Congress has planned, a
campaign which will sweep Ireland from end to end, will rouse
the Irish masses to a new and higher level of the revolutionary
anti-imperialist struggle and will carry this forward under
working-class leadership to the successful accomplishment of the
smashing of imperialism’s grip and the opening up of the way for
complete national and social emancipation.

Germany

What Is Happening in the German Labour
Front ?

Curious things are happening in the German Labour Front.
The millions of conscript members of this organisation, the chief
activity of which consists in the squandering of workers’ funds,
learn no more than that a number of leading functionaries have
been dismissed, expelled and in some cases arrested; among them
the clerical workers’ leader Brucker, the propaganda director and
editor of the “Deutsche” (the German), Busch, the Reich leader
of the N.S.B.O. (national socialist factory organisation), Schumann.
When disciplinary action of this kind was first taken, something
of the political background was indicated at a meeting held by
Ley, where it was said that the dismissed officials had been in-
triguing with functionaries of former trade unions and employers’
organisations against the Labour Front. In a number of arrests
and dismissals no charge whatever—as is usual in the Third Reich
—became known. According to the “leader-principle,” the subor-
dinate leaders may be happy that they merely got the sack and
not straight away a bullet, like the S.A. leaders on June 30.

In reality a conflict is developing here that in many ways pro-
vides a parallel to that in the S.A.; if it has not assumed the same
forms that is certainly due to the fact that Hitler is with justice
afraid that a second June 30 would have an even more fatal effect
on his tottering system than that first crisis, which has already
made a serious breach in his mass following.

Social-democratic newspapers, which apparently derive their
information from circles taking a direct part in these events, repre-
sent the affair as if it were a matter of the notoriously corrupt
administration of the drunkard Ley. The dismissed Brucker is
supposed to have drawn up a document concerning the financial
abuses of Ley and Co., and to have taken it personally to Hitler.
Hitler seems to have promised at first a cleansing action; then,
however, to have gone over to Ley’s side and to have given him
full power to start a campaign of revenge against his opponents.

That it is, however, a matter of something more than an
“ opposition of the honest,” as the Saarbruecken social-democratic
« mreiheit ” (freedom) expresses itself, is to be seen from the fact
that, according to the statement of this paper itself, the opposition
in the Labour Front had established contacts with former trade
union functionaries as well as with a group of employers. The
assertion that it concerns employers who ¢ for reasons of decency
and morality refuse to sit down at a table with Ley” naturally
belongs to the realm of fable. If Ley, in return for the million:
that he is frittering away with his drinking pals and prostitutes
could guarantee to the capitalists “ peace in industry ” during tht
more vigorous attack by capital that is being planned, if they coyld
see in the “Labour Front” a reliable dam against the threatening
flood of revolution, then they would glady put up with Ley’s per-
sonal debauchery.

The capitalists, however, are by no means so satisfied with Ley
and his Labour Front because he can show, in return for the mil-
lions that he is squandering, no corresponding achievement. "I'he
superior bureaucracy is composed of incompetent and corrupt job-
nunters who have no sort of authority with the masses; the lower
functionaries are coming more and more under the in.ﬂ\.xenoe of
the working class and proving to be no longer §uch ot?llglng tools
of the employers as, according to the regula,tlon§ laid down by
their organisation, they should be. If the introdt.lcmon of the regu-
lation of agreements by factories which, according to_ the Labour
Law, should have come into force on May 1, was continually post-
poned, finally until October 1, this was because the employers
rightly saw. in the organisation of the Labour Front. a},r}d in the
« confidential councils ™ no guarantee against the pqss1b1hty of 1';he
opening of the planned attack on wages becom‘mg.-——as during
Papen’s government in the summer of 1932—the beginning of anew
wave of strikes. And the gentlemen know very Well that ‘oo-c%ay
more than ever the old saying holds good : “Behind every strike
there is lurking the hydra of revolution.”

That is why agents of the Reichswehr Ministry, thei Reich
Federation of Industries, and of Herr Seldte’s Labour Ministry,
were and are on the job of preparing, with the help of “old and
trusted ” reformist and Christian trade union but."eaucrat‘s, for the
erection of a new organisational net, that will provide more
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cleverly and more firmly than the Labour Front, probably, too, with
the aid of cheap “concessions” to the workers, an apparatus for
holding the employees down and for keeping them quiet during
the coming inevitable and catastrophic worsening in the economic
situation of the masses. )
The “opposition” only wants to make use of the notorious
corruption and dissipation of Ley and company in order to carry
through their political aims. )
But apparently in this case Hitler does not feel inclined to
play the apostle of morality. The main reason for this lies, as
already mentioned, in the fact that with the basis of his mass
1nﬁuence already shaken, he is afraid of a fresh scandal that would
agaln mean the end of a large section of his party friends; and all
the more so since the national somahst party leadership is at the
present moment torn. at least as much as before June 30 by con-
ﬁlCtS between - chques A plain symptom of this is the striking fact
that at the-end of September, two months after Hindenburg’s
dea.th the deputy for the Relchsfuehrer ” provided for-in the law
of August 2 -has not yet been a.ppomted Oskar-von Hmdenburg
has been sent mto private life as a pensioned general also .the
versatile Melssner (late -seeretary of  Hindenburg), despite-his
never-fallmg ability to change his oplmons is-to get the. push.
Goering,.as was partlcularly _clearly shown:at the Party Congress
at Nuremberg, is again in Hltler s bad books According to a state-
ment in the organ of Otto Strasger, who no doubt still has contacts
wrth Nazi circlés; there exists at preseént a resolute front, Hess-
Goebbels Himmler-Ley, against Goermg, ‘who probably showed too
clearly that all expedients were to him right that would nlace him
at Hitler’s side "or in’ Hitler’s place. The clique WOrkmg against
Goering is supposed to have aroused in Hitler ‘the su5p1c10n that
hé has allied himself  with conservatlve-monecrchlst groups.  And
sinee Hitler, in: splte of the exchange of declarations of love and
devotion’ between himself and the Reichswehr, still ‘fears these
forces, he’ is again seeking support rather from his friends of the
party. That is one reason why at the moment he will not break
with - Ley, and it'is not 1mpossxble that in a short time the long-
expected row will come
© - Thus for the tlme being Ley can go on playing the big man,
although, of course, he has to carry out obedlently the orders of
the ﬁnance-_capltahst economic captains. When a little time ago
Dr. Schacht ordered the dismissal of Dr. Schild, the general secre-
tary ‘of the -German Handworkers’ and Tradesmen’s Chamber—
apparently because Schild believed he could push middle-class in-
terests, based on the Labour Front, against monopoly capital—then
Dr. Ley was at once on the spof to give his bléssing to this step.
He lets his mad ambition go in other spherés. In Cologne he had
a discussion with the municipal authorities, in order to expound
to them his “ gigantic ” project of a ““ National House of German
Labour.” - A hundred thousand people are to be accommodated in
the projected magnificent building; the frontage is to run 500
metres along the Rhine. The financial resources, Dr. Ley declared,
are available. The joke would cost many millions. For the relief
of the unemployed and for social pensioners there is no money; in
the winter the collecting bag for the Winter Aid is once more to go
round; despite the ban on collections issued in July, collecting goes
on undiminished. The Labour Front, however, has monhey in
plenty, for it squeezes contributions out of many millions of
workers and employees, but it pays out not the least bit of relief.
Things have gone so far, even, that some branch offices of the
Labour Front want to make the payment of contributions into a
compulsory tax. Thus the notoriously corrupt intriguer, Mutsch-
mann, Reichsstatthalter for Saxony, gave orders that the collec-
tion of Labour Front dues was to be done through the wage offices
of the factories! This extortion embitters the workers all the more
since it puts a burden particularly on the old trade unionists in
contrast to the Nazi workers who were mostly: not organised
befére. Members of the Nazi organisations pay, according to the
new statutes of the Labour Front, only one-third or even less of
the amounts that the former trade union members have to pay,
while 'the latter are unable really to have recourse to the rights
acquired through years of payment of dues.

Up till now the working class has in the main exnressed its -

disgust with the Ley gang only by passively remaining away from
Labour Front meetings and by being as dilatory as possible in the
payment of dues. It is the task of the Communists, of the revo-

lutiopary trade -unionists and all class-conscious workers to. pass.
over {rom.this passive resistance to active struggle. -Open support.

for the workers’ demands at meetings of employees and at Labour
Front meetings is necessary, in order to mobilise broad masses for
the struggle against the capitalist class and the Brown capitalist
lackeys. If the employers actually withhold Labour Front dues
from wages, then that is nothing other than wage-robbery and,
like every other attack on the already intolerably low starvation
wage, must be repulsed by the resolute resistance of. the employees
and by the organisation of all kinds of protest actions right up to
the strike.

For this the workmg class needs its uniform trade union
organisation, but an organisation for the class struggle against the
capitalists, nbt for a new class collaboration with the “ honest em-
ployers.” 1In the struggle against the main enemy, the Brown
headsmen’s dictatorship, the working class in building up its fight-
ing organisations must also be on its guard against false friends
who, usmg the mendacious slogan of the re-erection of the trade
umons are doing the business of .the Reichswehr Ministry and the
capltahst class.  The class-consc1ou$ workers-will know how to
prévent the mass mdlgnatlon against the sink of:corruption of Ley
and Co. from being exploited for such-a capitalist business instead
of for the release of the epergies of the:class struggle

Hitler’s ‘“‘ Harvest. Thanksgiving ”

This year the fasofst dictators staged the “Peasants’ Harvest
Thanksgiving ? "of ‘October - 1, that supplement to the fraud of
May 1, on.-the- Biickeéberg in the ‘Harz. By orders from above,
several hundred: thousand ‘peasants were brought thither from all
parts of the Reich by the village Nazi party functionaries. By
means of phrases and by consciously makmg a‘Relchswehr parade
the ‘centre-piece of the affair, Hitler'and Darré’ tried to influence
the "peasants assembled on the Buckeberg and’ the peasants
throughout the-country.

Among- the rural populatlon whmh dot so Iong ago greeted
en masse ‘the assumptlon of power by Hitler, enthiisiasm for the
swastika has- ‘long ago made way for a growing discontent. Hitler
made ‘every  conceivable promise to the peasants; but in the
eighteen months of the Brown regime the situation of the pea-
sants has become considerably worse. The interference with the
import of - agr1cu1tura1 products has brought fat profits-to the big
landowners. But for the small and middle farmers it has made
fodder so expensive that livestock has had to be slaughtered The
rise in prices of agrlcultural products has resulted in the workers,
whose wages ‘are also ‘being cut by Hitler, being able to buy less
than ever. The two chief laws passed by the Brown dictatorship,
the Entailment Law and the Peasants Law, have evoked great in-
dignation among the masses of the peasants. An authentic case
that recently became known is significant: a peasant made efforts
to prove that one of his grandparents was a non-Aryan, in order
to escape coming under the Entailment Law. The Peasants Law
compels the peasants to hand over their products at low prices to
central depots, which then sell them at high prices. The taxes
imposed on the peasants are oppressive, and there is a rain of
threats whenever a delay in payment cccurs. In some cases, too,
“eviction” is being carried out, whereby homeéstead and fields are
taken away from a peasant on grounds of alleged *“incapacity ™
and handed over to the management of some favourite of the Nazi.
bureaucrats. The big agrarians are rolling in money, but the rural
masses are suffering more than ever before from want. In some
districts, such as Rhon and Spessart, sheer starvation is the order
of the day.

What had Hitler and company got to say to the peasants that
day on the Bickeberg?

Darré and Hitler attempted to make the nast decade solely
responsible for the distressed condition of the peasants, and kept
silerit on the fact that the Brown dictatorship was continuing even
more brutally the anti-peasant policy of Weimar. Darré prattled
about National Socialism having seen to it that “ the free peasant
oceupted free land ” and having safeguarded the fruits of the soil.
Hitler let himself go on the subject of the “ ‘tremendous effects of
the re- awakemng of the German man and the German woman ”
and of the struggle against “the demon of arrogance.” He tried
to mtercept the indignation of the suﬁermg peasants by talking
of “difficulties,” and wanted to console the peasants with promises
of “a day is coming” no doubt the famous year of 2934. That:
was all.” Naturally not a werd about the actual 1mmed1ate steps *o
be taken on behalf of the Tural populatxon .

Then came the parade of_the Rewhswehr. : The' infantry per-
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" formed evolutions; then followed artillery, march past Hitler,
salute of 21 guns, etc. This parade had its well-considered object.
It was to divert the attention of the peasants on the Biickeberg
and all over the Reich from the catastrophic Hitler policy and
direct it to war. Just as the organisation of the parade of hun-
dreds of thousands was a military exercise on the part of the war-
monger Hitler, so the entire “harvest thanksgiving” was. in the
interests of the rearmament and war preparations of German
imperialism and its Hitler dictatorship.

- The show on the Biickeberg is over, the plundering of the
peasants and of all toilers in town and country, Hitler’s terror and
Hitler’s war preparations go on more vigorously than before. Hit-
ler’'s new measures against the workers mean that the peasants
can find a market for even less than hitherto. Armaments con-
sume untold sums, which the toilers have to pay out of their pence
in taxes.

Hitler’s agrarian policy serves in the first place to provxde a
basis of foodstuffs for the war for which he is preparing. In the
meanwhlle the big agrarians are pocketing fat proﬁts and the
costs are borne by the toiling peasantry.

_Hitler is the agent. of the big agrarians, the bankmg kmgs and
th.e industrial barons; Hitler is squeezing the small and middle
peasa.nts dry and ‘means to drive them ‘and their sons afresh into
the carnage of war, to sacrifice them on the ‘battlefield for the
benefit.of the rich, of.the big capitalists. . -

- The Commumst Party intends. to ‘make sure that. nelther the
demogagic phrases of Hitler and Darré, .nor . their chauvinist
jingoism shall have effect. The.C.P.G. is forging a fighting alliance
between the peasants and the industrial workers, and is now set-
ting to work to strengthen revolutlonary a,ct1v1t.y on the land.

In the: last few days peasant disturbances have been reported
from villages. in Schleswig-Holstein; Hitler despatched S.S. men
and had the peasants crushed by force. The disturbances are a
sympton of the ferment on the land, a ferment that, thanks to the
work of the C.P.G,, is growing despite the terror, is spreading and,
in CODJunCtIOIl with, the workers struggles, will assume more acute
forms i .

Declaration of the C P of the Saar on the

Question of International Pollce for the Saar

In view of the plans which, are bemg prepared to send mter-
national police to the Saar, and ‘of Barthou's speéch in Geneva, in
which the French Foragn Minister hinted at the possibility of

French troaps marching into the Saar district should there be a
Nazi putsch, the Communist Party of the Saar has issued a
declaration, statxng —

" “No one is more ‘anxious than the Hitler dictatorship and its
German Front in the Saar.that foreign police and trodps should
intervene in thé Sagr. Just as Hitler's robbery of the wages of
the German mineérs furnished the cheap pretext seized upon by
the French mines managements in their recent proclamation,
enabling them to refuse the justified demands of the Saar miners
by pointing to the even greater wage cuts in the Third Reich, in
the same manner the Terror and the putsch plans of the fascist
adventurers give the governing Commission the pretext enabling

them to raise the question of outside police. The wirepullers of’

the German Front desire nothing so much as to be able to estab-
lish “legally,” after January 13, the fascist bloody regime of rubber
truncheons and steel rods, of concentration camps and destruc-
tion of trade unions, of persecution of Catholics and enslavement
of youth, in the Saar district as in Germany. In order to be able
to attain this end with the ignoble means of unscrupulous dema-
gogy and political adventurism, they would find in the drafting of
foreign troops into the Saar the desired excuse for pushing forward
their chauvinist agitation, for increasing their provocations, and
driving the misled ‘toilers blindly into the hell of the Third Reich.
More than this: In order to anticipate a possible defeat on
Jatiuary 13, they would not shrink from provoking, by putsch plans,
the marchmg in of the French troops. They would rather have
war than be defeated in the Saar by the mighty vote of the people.
This is the ‘standpoint of the ruling gamblers who are driving
Germany to catastrophe.” i

The appeal], proceeds to enumerate a few of the many cases in
whlch the fasclsts, though so réady to’ EXpress indignation at the
1ntervent10n 0
ployed these against, the workers The appeal concludes : —

“Never can mternatlonaI police or troops from the capitalist

states and countries of fascist dictatorships protect the workers
from fascist terror. On the contrary! Does the carefully staged
indignation of the German Front press not furnish ample proof
that Roechling, Pirro, and their consorts hope that the interven-
tion of foreign police forces will enable them to increase their wave
of filthy chauvinism and to defame the ann—fasmst status quo
slogan? . i
‘We call upon all the fighters in the anti-fascist front to en-
lighten the toiling masses as to the aims and what is behind the
chauvinist agitation being carried on by the German Front leaders.
' In calling upon the peoples of the Saar to frustrate every
attempt made by the fascists to make the Saar the scene of a
bloody civil war, the battle field of imperialist war adventurers, in
calling upon the German and French workers to support by pro-
letarian internationalism the toiling people of the Saar in its
struggle against fascism and the imperialist war danger we close
the mighty ranks of our joint action of the Communists, social
democrats, and Catholic workers in the Saar ‘. for the v1ct0ry of
the status quo!”

The I.R.A. on the Calling of the lnternatlonal

Jurist Conference -
To the' Intematxo‘nal Thaelmann Release Commlttee'
"To the Internatmnal Juridical Assocxatlon'

Dear Friends,—The International Red Aid, which is mobilising
its 14 million members and the toilers of all countries in the
struggle for the release of Thaelmann and all anti-fascists in Ger-
many,: Austria and in the other countries, follows with the greatest
interest all actions conducted.in the spirit of international solidarity
for -the release of all victims of the fascist justice. It ‘therefore
notes with great satisfaction that prominent jurists; without dis-
tinction of party, are placing their legal knowledge and their fight-
ing energies at the service of the movement for the release of
Thaelmann and all anti-fascists. It is with particular pleasure
the LR.A. learns that after the great successes of the London and
New York counter-trials, an International Conference of ‘Jurists
will ‘be held in Paris from 20th to 23rd October. This conference
will undoubtedly be of particular importance for the mternatxonal
struggle against the fascist juridical barbarism.

The TR.A., which has been conducting the struggle against the
botirgeois class _]ustlce for more than a decade, and on whose be-
half more than a thousand lawyers are active in all countries,
expresses its thanks to all jurists fighting in the front of solidarity.
It draws the attention of all these jurists to the fact that juridical
barbarism is raging not only in Germany but also in the other
countries of fascism. In particular it draws the attention of the
world public to the case of Rakesi, who after having served eight
and a half years’ imprisonment, is now faced with a fresh cruel
trial; to the case of the anti-fascist February fighters, numbering
over a thousand, who are pining in the Austrian prisons; to the
case of the courageous railway workers in Rumania; to the case
of the Rueggs in China, to the case of Tem Mooney and the
Scottsboro Negro beys in America. The LR.A. is convinced that
the International Jurists’ Conference will devote attention to these
victims of fascist justice and strengthen the struggle for their
release. The LR.A, has mobilised its 72 sections in all countries
and addressed an appeal to all lawyers working for the I.R.A,, re-
questing them to support this conference and to send delegates to
it. The LR.A. pledges itself to continue its energetic activity for
the release of Ernst Thaelmann, of those who have been con-
demned to death, and of all other anti-fascists.

~ Long live international solidarity!

Leng live the struggle for the release of Thaelmann and all
imprisoned anti-fascists! . ,
. International Red Aid.

“foréign. troops" or .policé, have themselves em-

THE SCOTTSBORO BOYS TO BE EXECUTED ON DECEMBER 7
: New York, October 8.

. The Supreme Court of Alabama has reJected the anpeal of the
Scottsbaro boys and fixed the date .of execution for December 7.
The International Labour Defence has appealed to the Supreme
Court of the United States. .
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Great Britain

The Thirty-Fourth Conference of the British
Labour Party

By R. Bishop (London)

It was typical of the Labour Party Conference that has just
concluded at Southport that it should have not only rejected all
suggestions of a United Front with such bodies as the Committee
for the Relief of-the Victims of Fascism, but also turned down
every programmatic proposal of the Socialist League, whilst elect-
ing the very vocal leader of that body—Sir Stafford Cripps—to its
National Executive for the first time.

The Labour Party has continued the steady move to the Right
which has continued from 1926, but at the same time it is .anxious
to retain among its working-class supporters the belief that the
.door is open for revolutionary changes being made inside the Party.

- The position is put very.clearly and cynically by that mighty
-organ of Conservatism, ine “Sunday Observer,” which comments:

“The party have moved to the Right, and in doing so it is
attempting the quite intelligent, and not unusual experiment
of taking the leader of the ‘ Left’ with it.”
1t is worthy of note that even the “ Observer ” only regards the

‘Socialist League as being “ Left,” inside inverted commas.

“Mr. Herbert Morrison and his colleagues have no reason
to be dissatisfied with the results of an arduous week,” con-
tinues the “ Observer.”

Mr. Morrison certainly has, for he and Ernest Bevin (the big
noise on the trade union side) have once more shown themselves to
be the most accomplished political party bosses, in the American
-sense of the word, that are in British politics to-day. Never was a
conference -better stage-managed or more soundly brow-beaten
‘when occasion seemed to call for it. The Conservative Party con-
ference, with which it coincided, was an amateurish affair by com-
parison, the party managers finding it a difficult task to keep their
rank and file in hand.

In the days of the last Labour Government it was their proud
boast that they had something for everybody.  Herbert Morrison
appealed to the business man “as a man and a brother,” Mac-
Donald appealed to the petty-bourgeis elements by his soulful
aspirations, Thomas: was the man for the more backward workers,
whilst Lansbury, Cripps and (at that time) Mosley, were presented
as. a guarantee that the party would go “ Left ” the moment it had
an opportunity of so. doing.

Now the policy has moved still further Rightwards, but Cripps
has been taken on to the Executive. At one and the same time the
Labour Party can pose their programme of utter respectability
{League of Nations collective peace system, public corporations,
“socialism ” with abundant compensation, no contact, however
remote, with Communists, etc.), to the middle-class elements on
whom they rely to give them the Parliamentary majority they
crave, and Cripps on the executive—as proof that the militant
section of the. working class—whose support must be retained
whilst bourgeois support is won—shall not go uncatered for.

As with the T.U.C. so with the Labour Party Conference, the
attitude of the bourgeois press is, in:-the main, one of contemptuous
amusement. . They know that they need fear no embarrassment
from this quarter,

‘The ““Observer ” very carefully debunks the various- “ Left”
gestures ‘made by the conference.  Commenting on Henderson’s
statement that: “a Labour Government would promote legisla-
tion in order that its fundamental prmclples should be placed on
the Statute Book,” it says:—

“This has been hailed by some observers as another move
to the ‘Left’ But the speech by Mr. Ernest Bevin made it
clear that in declaring for the collective peace system through
a League of Nations empowered to apply sanctions, the Labour
Party has at least completely discarded its old tendency
towards Pacifism-in principle and-in all circumstances. . .
The Socialist League proposals . . . were rejected by over-
whelming majorities. It is true that Dr. Dalton has
promised ‘to make the next Labour Government a very dif-
ferent thing from the last,’ but neither the friends nor the
enemies of the party would be inclined to complain about that.”
Let us glance at some of the achievements of the conference.

The first item to come up was the question of the United Front.
This was raised on three clauses of the Executive’s report. The

first debarred a number of organisations alleged to be part of the
“ Communist solar system,” and forbade association with them,
whether by membership or speaking on the platform, by Labour
Party members. The second rejected similar united front pro-
posals as have proved so successful in their application in France
and elsewhere. The third made specific reference to the Com-
mittee for the Relief of the Victims of German and Austrian
Fascism, from which members were decisively barred - from all
association. - This latter body has done sterling work and has
rallied to the victims of fascism support from a wide circle of
people, including Bishops, scientists, literary menand others who
normally play no part at all in political life.

Nine years ago, at the Liverpool Conference of the Labour
Party, the Communist Party was solemnly excommunicated ‘with
bell, book and candle, after which the bureaucrats heaved a sigh
of relief and declared that as the C.P.G.B. was (in their opinion)
only a parasitic body battening on the Labour Party, its final
exbinctmn ‘was now only a questioh of weeks.

" The nine years that have passed have proved the falsity of this
conception. To-day there are tens of thousands of workers, where
there were but hundreds before, prepared to work with the Com-
munists, and to follow their lead in the gréat struggles against
war, against fascism and against capitalist slavery. So once again
the question of the united front becomes a burning issue at the
Labour Party Conference.

The reformist machine is well-oiled. It won the day with com-
parative ease. - Only a handful of votes were cast against the
Executive on the issue, because -after all the union whose votes
are controlled by Mr. Bevin casts alone more on a card vote than
the whole of the Divisional Labour Parties put together. But in
the constituencies, in the trade union branches the volume of sup-
port for the united front is growing, and all the decisions of the
Labour Party and General Council bureaucrats will not stop its
continued growth.

The next debate of importance was on the question of war.
The Executive had to get out-of the position created by the Con-
ference decision of last year in favour of a general strike against
war. Henderson was put up to tackle this delicate job. The Execu-
tive, he said, had given serious consideration to the position and
was of the opinion that the trade union movement alone could
not be expected to bear the responsibility for stopping war. . . .
Any organised action for that purpose must be based on the duties
of citizenship, not of trade unionism.”

He then went on to advocate the League policy, including the
placing of national forces under international control. To con-
ciliate the “Left ” he assured the delegates that the General Strike
proposal was not vetoed, but would have to be considered on its
merits, as and when war broke out. The Labour Party, however,
would support a capitalist government in a defensive war. The
Labour Party, when it next became the government, would pass
an Act of Parliament outlawing war “ as an instrument of national
policy,” and pledging the British government to submit all dis-
putes to arbitration.

A number of rank and file delegates broke through this pious
humbug of pacific declarations intended to conceal warlike prepara-
tions, but nevertheless the Executive’s policy . was endorsed by
1,519,000 card votes against 673,000. Th1s was by far the largest
opposition vote of the conference.

The Socialist League policy was debated at consatderable length.
The Leaguers’ proposition that the I-Iouse of Lords should be dis-
panded forthwith—the League leader, Cripps, has declared himself
a -fervent supporter of the .monarchy—was defeated and it was
decided that the next Labour Government shall deprive the Lords
of all .legislative powers, and, if it become obstreperous, be
abolished.

The methogl proposed for- the abohtlon of the Lords is comical
in its nature. The House of Commons would pass an Abolition Bill,
which would then be submitted to the Lords—who would reject it
(being in an obstreperous mood). The King would then be asked
to create 800 Peers, nominated by the government, from the Uni-
versities and the trade unions, who would then go in and dutifully
extinguish themselves. Thus is the Labour Party revolution to be
carried through—by gracious permission of His Majesty the King!

And in the meantime nothing must be done to antagonise the
Lords. Clynes, in moving the official resolution on this subject, con-
demned the Socialist League motion for abolition forthwith on the -
grounds that it would be bad to threaten the abolition of the
Lords unless they first of all become obstructwe
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The Socialist League resolution on socialisation—itself a
typical piece of demagogic compromise—was turned down in
favour of the Executive proposition that as industries are national-
ised, the owners shall be provided with an income for a number of
years (roughly equivalent to the dividends they were earning at
the time of socialisation), at the end of which time they would be
paid a “fair ” purchase price. Lucky owners! .

The Socialist League proposition was that the owners should
be paid the same annual dividend as was proposed by the Execu-
tive (also for an indefinite period), but that they should have no
capital repayment made to them.

Herbert Morrison declared that this would be theft. A fine old
capitalist sentiment. Lees-Smith painted a fanciful picture in lurid
colours of the flight of capital from the country that would then
occur.

The big block vote of the powerful unions were cast for the
Executive resolution to the tune of 2,118,000 {o 149,000, and then,
an hour or so later, the same votes returned Sir Stafford Cripps to
the Executive Committee. . . o

- .On the Unemployment Act and the Sedition Bill, the con-
ference resisted all efforts on the part of rank and file delegates to
secure a rousing national campaign to secure action. On India it
strenuously opposed incorporating even so moderate a demand as
that for a Constituent Assembly to be included in the néw con-
stitution. ; ) ’ ) ’

A few demagogic and programmatic declarations in regard to
housing, etc., and the conference came to its predetermined end,
with "the Executive triumphant on every issue, but having to face
growing opposition and hostility in the country. )

At a time when the whole working-class struggle is daily
becoming more intensified, when the menace of fascism and im-
perialist war is acutely threatening, the Labour Party leadership
has point-blank refused to give lead and direction to the workers’
fight, preferring, on the contrary, to align themselves with the
capitalists for the splitting of the workers’ ranks.

The lessons of German and Austrian social democracy are
plain for all to see. Southport has proved, if further proof were
needed, that unless the same course of events is to be followed in
Britain a great drive has to be made to draw the Labour Party
and trade union rank and file into united working-class activity
against fascism, war and capitalism, and, if necessary, against that
Labour leadership which can lead only to disaster..

THE. AUSTRIAN SCHUTZBUND AND THE QUESTION OF THE
‘ : INTERNATIONAL : g
The following is an extract from the report given by the

Committee of the Schutzbund at the recent Second Conference

of the Vienna Schutzbund on the question of the Inter-

nationals : —

“ Our attitude towards the Second International follows inevit-
ably from the political developments taking place in our ranks
since -the events of February. In breaking away from reformism,
we at the same time pronounce our judgment on reformism on an
international scale. .

“In taking our stand for the armed uprising against the bour-
geoisie and for the dictatorship of the proletariat, we left the
Second International and approached the Third International.
Our ideological unity with the Third International is greater than
with the Second. It may be that some comrades, for various
reasons, continue to advocate this or that connection with the
Second International. But there can be no consideration, no feel-
ing; which can weigh against the dearly bought recognition of the
fact that reformism means certain defeat, and that the working
class must needs take the path of proletarian revolution. And the
proletarian revolution is written only on the banner of the Third
International. . . . ’

“We declare that the programme of the Second International
is not our programme, that we do not wish to place our fate in the
hands of the Second International. But at the same time we
declare our sincere readiness to establish the unity of the working
class on a national and international scale for struggle together
with every proletarian tendency, for any demand in the interest of
the working class. We are also prepared to keep to the obligations
arising from the joint struggle with other militants. We wish to
establish the united front in Austria and in the other countries.
We are glad to see that in the Saar district and in France the
united front has been established between the Communist Party
and the socialist party. We regret to see that this united front is
being frustrated in Czechoslovakia, Switzerland and in England.”

Fight Against Imperialist War

The Militarisation of the Italian Nation

By D. Ciufoli

The emergency order adopted on September 18 by the fascist
government, on the proposal of Mussolini, clearly shows that the
Duce is pursuing a policy of careful preparation for war. The de-
ceitful demagogic peace-talk and the reference to the Four-Power
Pact which, according to Mussolini, would secure peace for ten
years, have been followed for some months by a feverish campaign
which has exposed the real countenance of fascist Italy. Musso-
lini already declared on a former occasion that “war is to 2 man
what child-birth is to 2 woman. The time in which we are living
is the epoch of heroism of war.” In the speech he delivered during
the army manceuvres in August, Mussolini openly and brutally
declared that it is necessary to prepare for war to-day and not
wait till to-morrow.

The emergency order which has been 'accepted states “the
function of the citizen in the fascist State is inseparable from
that of the soldier.” That means that from his eighth year the
Ttalian citizen will be given moral and physical military training.
He is subject to the provisions of the military law; he is a “ soldier »
not ‘only in the barracks but also in the factory, in the fields, in
the school, in the office. The boy, the youth, the father, the
worker, the unemployed, are all under military discipline.

Article 3 provides that military training shall be carried out in
three stages. ‘ i : e o

The first phase is the pre-military instruction, the task of
which consists in giving mental, physical and technical military
training to the citizen before he is called up.for military service.
The second phase is the actual training in the army. The third:
phase embraces the post-military training, the purpose of which is:
to keep the soldier on permanent leave up to the level of his.
military training in accordance with his tasks in the event of war.

Article 4 assigns the work of pre-military and post-military-
training to the fascist youth organisations, Balilla and Fasci
giovanili. These organisations have to collaborate with the army
and the Ministry for Education. )

Article 6 includes the following provisions: Pre-milifary train-
ing is obligatory for all boys and youth irom the age of 8 to 21
and is of a continuous character. The first period of pre-military
training lasts to the age of 18, the second from the age of 18 to 21,
i.e., until called up to serve in the army. The first period of train—
ing is earried out in the Balilla, the second in the M.V.8.N. (volun-
tary militia) and the Fasci. .

As regards post-military training, the law stipulates that t‘his
is compulsory for all former soldiers for ten. years after hawng
been discharged from military service. ' The post-military training
is to take place mainly during holidays, and sometimes for loqger
periods.- The post-military training has a thoroughly practical
character and is carried out by the M.V.S.N. o

The decree definitely states that children from the age of
8 to 14 years shall receive in particular a moral preparation for
the purpose of developing a military spirit in the nation. The
task is to inspire the boys with enthusiasm for the life of a soldier
by means of frequent contect with the army and to fill their minds
with heroic traditions.

From the age of 14 to 18 the pre-military training is to be
brought into harmony with sport activity. The task consists in
training the youth so that they will be able to take their places
in the ranks of the pre-military formations of the M.V.S.N. and
special detachments. Paragraph C states that the youth from
the age of 18 to 21 shall receive training of a technical-professional
character.

Article 8§ states that the Italian citizen who is included in the
recruiting list and is fit for military service, becomes a soldier from
the moment he takes his place in the fascist formations, i.e., at
the age of 18. From then on he is under military discipline and
his service is divided info two periods: from the age of 18 to 21 in
the fascist organisations, and from 21 in the regular army.

The decree adopted on September 18 aims at converting Italy
into an outspokenly militarist country. The practical result of the
decree consists in the complete militarisation of the male popula-
tion from the age of eight years onwards. It completely abolishes
the voluntary principle and renders membership of the Balilla,
Avantguardia, Fasci and Militia, compulsory. It fixes a period of
military training for 4% years.
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- With an unbridled chauvinist propaganda, complete fascisa-
tion of the youth, militarisation of the whole of the population,
with 7 milliard lira expended yearly on war preparations, with a
further 2 milliards for new warships and for modernising the air
fleet, fascism is rapidly heading for war.

All these measures will increase the resistance of the Com-
munists and the working people generally to the fascisation and
militarisation of the population and rouse the masses to fight
against imperialist war and for the defence of the Soviet Union
and Soviet China.

The Collusion Between Japan and China in the
Light of War Preparations Against the
Soviet Union _
. By Feng (Shanghai)
It is obvious that in the last few months there has taken place
a certain change in the policy of China towards Japan. Japan
has been striving with every means to enter into ,direct negotia-

tions with China. Hitherto this was. xmposmble owmg to the
attitude of the Chinese public.

The subjects on which the Japanese wished to negotiate were
their interests in Fukien and Shantung and the question of North
China. The Japanese exerted tremendous pressure on China by
demanding the payment back of the loans granted to it.

Regarding these loans, “ Osaka Mainiki” reports that in the
course of 30 years Japan has granted loans to China amounting in
all to over 1.2 milliard yen. The Chinese government. received
loans to the value of 550 million, and private concerns 177 million.
The securities given to Japan are worth 64 million yen.

. The Nishihara loans play a special role. These loans, amount-
ing to 300 million yen, were granted by Japan in 1928 to the Anfu
clique, which was in power at that time and wished to develop the
railway and telegraph system of North China.

Japan is now -making the most unscrupulous use of this
economic dependence of China. By means of force, by seizing the
territory and railways for which these loans were granted, Japan
is securing itself against China, which is insolvent. Japan is
making use of her economic domination in order to use North
China as a basis for a war against the Soviet Union.

It was the aim of Japan to secure the * benevolent neutrality
of China in the event of such a conflict. The prerequisite for this
was to bring about a certain change in decisive circles of Chinese
finance-capital and to arrive at an agreement in the direct negotla—
tions already mentioned.

These prerequisites seemed to be fulfilled.’ There set in an
intensive propaganda on the part of Japan, the most important
points of which are: In the event of a war between Japan and a
European Power (Soviet Union), and in ‘the event of a defeat of
Japan, Chinese finance-capital would be exposed to ruthless at-
tacks. Further, Japan’s attacks on China since 1931 are “ex-
cused” on the ground that they were directed not against China
but against the interests of the Western Powers. According to
this wonderful theory, Japan marched into Manchuria in order to
prevent the penetration of Russian interest and, in particular, of
Communist ideas. The invasion of North China and the fight for
Shanghai were therefore not against Chiha as has been assumed
hitherto, but for China.

A further point, which was enthu51ast1cally received by the
military leaders and bankers, was the necessity of “co-operating *
in suppressing “Liberal and democratic” ideas among the masses
of the people. And finally—a very important propaganda point—
the leaders of China are told: No Western country will intervene
against an armed attack by Japan against China in order to rescue
China. Therefore, unite peaceably with us!

The second set of questions deals with the direct negotiations
between Japan and China. At the conferences now taking place in
Dairen and Kuling, according to well-informed sources, it has beeh
agreed, .in view of the tension between Japan and the Soviet
Union, that China shall grant certain assistance to Japan. The
Japanese army will be allowed to use the railways of the Chinese
government for military operations in North China ‘against the
Mongolian People’s Republic.

The Chinese authorities in North China, sbove all General
‘Huang Fu, the leader of tlie Political Office in Peking, is ‘playing
into the hands of the Japanese imperialists. Above all it is a
question of the Peking-Suijuan railway, which is to be linked up
with the Manchurian railway from Jehol and extended from

Paotovchen along the Southern frontier of the Mongolian People’s
Republic to Sinkiang or Chinese Turkestan. Japan would therehy
extend its influence to Central Asia and be in a posi**~n to send
troops to the Mongolian People’s Republic and to the frontiers of
Soviet Turkestan. In order to make the Peking-Suijan line suit-
able for military purposes, the Japanese Railway Ministry, already
at the end of May last, granted a loan of 5,200,000 dollars to the
Japanese Oriental Development. Association.

Shahar, the Eastern province of Inner Mongolia, has been
partly occupied for some time by Japanese. Garrisons have been
stationed in Dolonor and three other places which have also been
connected with Manchuria by motor roads. A wireless station has
been set up in Wutchomoschin.,

But also in other spheres there is to be seen an increasing
tendency towards Sino-Japanese co-operation. Two years ago
Japan built for China a 3,500 tons cruiser. A few weeks back this
cruiser was sent to Japan in order to take part in the funeral
celebrations of Admiral Togo. And although officially strained
relations exist between Japan and China on account of Manchuria
and other questions, the cruiSer remained ‘a considerable time in
Japanese ‘waters and Japanese oﬁicers ‘and englneers were allowed
to inspect the ship.

Soon afterwards the ChmeSe M,lmstry for Marine. announced
the building of some new cruisers, 4 fact which led the U.S.A. press
to assume that Japan was building China a fleet which should
nominally belong to China, but in the event of war would be
merged in the Japanese fleet. As if to confirm this assumption,
the “ North China Dajly News” of August 24 published a report to
the effect that the Japanese Admiralty had sent 50 engineers to
China in order to take part in the construction of the second
cruiser. This is to be the largest warship that China has built.
In addition, a third cruiser is to be built for China in Japan. Of
great importance is the ‘fact that the Chinese government has
requested the Japanese Admlralty to send an instructor to the
Chinese Naval Academy in Sutchan. Captaln Teraoka was
promptly appointed to this position.

. While we thus have to.record a complete exclusion of British
instructors from the fleet in favour of Japanese instructors, the
same thing is to be seen in regard to the army. It is a well-known
fact that Japan’s influence in the Chinese army has increased to
such an extent that the greater part of the German military ex-
perts in Nanking havé been dismissed by Chiang-Kai-shek and
Japanese appointed in theit placé. Troops armed. with Japanese
weapons and instructed By Japanese -officers are employed in the
campaign against the Chinese Soviets in' Kiangsi. It is in the
interest of Japan, in the :approaching war against the Soviet
Union, to have in Central China a flank which is free from
Communism.

But Japanese imperialism has net succeeded in makmg head-
way either in Manchuria or in Central China. The Chinese bour-
geoisie ‘may ally themselves with the Japanese imperialists against
the Soviet Union. But the Soviet Union also has allies, namely,
the armed Red Guards of Soviet China, the insurgent peasants
and the international proletariat, all of whom will have a decisive
word-to say in the approaching conflicts.

Activity in Defence of the Soviet Union in

France , .
By Ferdinand Grenier (Paris)

For several years the Friends of the Soviel Union in France
have made uninterrupted progress. By means .of thousands of
meetings held during the years 1932,1933 and 1934, at which worker
and peasant delegates-who had returned from the Soviet Union
spoke, the Friends of the Soviet Union were able to increase their
membership from 4,300 in the year 1832 to 9,035 in the year 1933,
and to more than- 12,000 at the present time. In the course of
the last year the number of local and factory  groups increased
from 107 to 310 and the number of district committees from 4 to
15. Sixty per cent. of the members are completely unorganised
and 80-per cent. of them do not belong to any political party, 9
per cent. of the members are women, 20 per cent. of the members
belong to the middle classes (retail traders, artisans, professors,
teachers, etc.).

The illustrated monthly organ of the Friends of the Soviet
Union, “ Russie d’Aujourd’hui” (Russia To-day), has increased its
circulation from 12,000 in January, 1933, to 50,000 at the present
time; the number of subscribers increased from 2,700 in January,
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1934, to 5,060 on July 15, 1934. 1In an important town in the
colonies a socialist postal employee induced about a hundred of his F lg ht fOT the Unlty Of the LabOMT

colleagues to subscribe to the paper. There are villages in which the
paper is read in a third of all the households.

This great growth in the activity of the Friends of the Soviet
Union manifested itself particularly during the last few months
as a result of the acute situation in the Far East and the innumer-
able provocations of Japan in Manchuria. On Auguat 17 the
National Committee of the Friends of the Soviet Union sent a
letter to a number of organisations calling upon them to set up
a broad united front with the Friends of the Soviet Union for the
purpose of organising a protest against the Japanese machinations.

This appeal met with a favourable response from a number
of organisations: socialist committee of the Seine district, Inter-
national League against Anti-Semitism, International Red Aid,
League of Pacifist Ex-Servicemen, Workers’ Sport League, Radical
Union of Ex-Servicemen, Workers’ Sport League of Alsace-
Lorraine, Association of Revolutionary Writers and Artists, Social-
ist Youth of the Seine district, Amsterdam Committee, Revolu-
tionary Trade Union Federation of France (C.G.T.U.), Women’s
League against War, Workers’ International Relief, Communist
Party, Young Communist League, Tenants’ League, National Union
for Culture and Orgamsatlon, Radical-Socialist Party Camille
Pelletan.

These various organisations, numbermg about 850,000 members,
signed an appeal in which they declare they are

“ determmed to launch a campaign in the whole of ‘France
against .the Japanese government, which, by realising the
annexationist plans of Baron Tanaka, Wlshes ‘to plunge the
whole of the Far East into war and destroy the land of Social-
ism. They accuse the Japanese government of the monstrous
crime which is being prepared in the Far East, which, if carried
out, would be the prelude to a world war.”

A delegation representing all these organisations went to the
Japanese Embassy to hand in a protest, and to the Foreign
Ministry in order to draw the attention of the French government
to the provocations of Japan.

“ At the same time the national commlttee of the Friends of
the Soviet Union sent an appeal to all its local branches to collect
money for-the purpose of issuing a large number of leaflets and
pamphlets. In the course of a few days more than 4000 francs
were collected, enabling the national committee to issue 350,000
leaflets which were- distributed in all the industrial -centres of
France. These leaflets aroused the population and resulted in. the
sending of thousands of protests to the Japanese Embassy, in the
collection of numerous signatures to petitions, etc. In a water-
works in the Paris district alone 1,780 signatures were collected.
In a town near Paris, at an open-air stall displaying -a. poster:
“For the defence of the Saviet Union,” 800 signatures were col-
lected to a petition in a few hours. .

In addition, the local branches organised b1g meetings, the
‘largest of which was held in Paris in Salle Bullier, at which more
than 10,000 toilers voiced their protest against the provocations of
Japan and pledged their support of the peace policy of the Soviet
Union.

A manifesto 1ssued to the members of the Soc1ahst Party has
already been signed by more than 500 members of the Socialist
Party. This manifesto records that the Soviet Union is building
up Socxahsm that it is promoting culture and scientific develop-
ment on a.scale hitherto unknown, that it is unswervingly fighting
for disarmament and for peace. It pledges the members of the
Socialist Party to. join the Friends of the Soviet Union in order
to secure the defence of the socialist fatherland of all toilers.

The - preparations for sending a large delegation to "the
November festivals in the Soviet Union will give the Friends of
the Socialist Union further possibilities of extending the influence
of the organisation and winning fresh forces for its further work.

Comrade Hofinaier Released!-

After seven years of rigorous imprisoriment in Mussolini’s jails,
the Swiss Communist Hofmaier has been released. He was sen-
tenced to 154 years’ penal servitude in 1927 by the Roman Special
Court, on charges of anti-fascist and Communist propaganda. His
sentence was shortened some years ago by an amnesty, and now
the last amnesty has released him. The fact of his release is,
however, due solely to the steadily growing protest movement
against his incarceration, and against the imprisonment of other
political prisoners in Italy.

Movement
On the Way to a United C.G.T.

By J. Berlioz (Paris)

The two trade union federations in France, the revolutionary
C.G.T.U. and the reformist C.G.T., have just held meetings of
their central councils. These meetings represent an important
stage on the path of the French Workers towards. trade union
unity.

For the first time since t.he split in 1921 dn‘ect relations were
established between the two federations by the reception of dele-
gations. Resolutions were compared, and although no agreement
was come to, despite the concessions made by the revolutionary
C.G.T.U., the discussion has not been broken off. On October 9
the reformist C.G.T. will meet a commission elected by the meeting
of the C.G.T.U.,, to discuss the question of trade union unity.

The workers of both camps certainly expected more. In their
impatience to see. the establishment of a united trade union front
in the struggle against the offensive of capitalism on the wages
and working conditions and on the political rights of the workers
they hoped that the reformist C.G.T. would clear away the
hindrances which certain of its leaders have placed in the way of
unity.

Capitalism in France is filled with anxiety at the prospect.of
working-class unity -of action.. The recent speeches of Tardieu and
Doumergue were full of savage attacks on the developing working-
class. united front. Finance-capital has everything to gain from
the perpetuation of the split in the ranks of the workers. A month
ago “lUsine,” the mouthpiece of the industrialists, wrote : —

“Up to the moment the C.G.T. has remained clear-sighted
and has refused to walk into the unity trap prepared for it by
the Muscovites.”

The discussions at the two trade union meetings have shown
that the industrialists triumphed too soon. Since the events of
February a powerful mass movement has rapidly developed in
favour of frade union unity on the basis of the practical proposals
of the revolutionary C.G.T.U. The systematic work of the C.G.T.U.
to obtain unity of action amongst the lower officials threatened
with wage cuts and dismissals has had similar results. . The con-
clusion. of a unity -of action pact between the French Socialist and
Communist Parties contributed to the strengthening of the move-
ment for frade union unity although the socialist party leaders
shozved -no part.lcular desire to mobihse their followers in favour
of i

During the course of the summer, relatlons were established in
many _districts between the local officials of the reformist and
revolutionary unions and of the various autonomous unions which
exist. At the initiative of the railweymen in Marseilles the first
united union was founded- to include the members of both the
C.G.T. and the C.G.T.U. Both unions moved their adminis-
trations into the same office without, however, ceasing to be mem-
bers of their respective federations. This preliminary form of
trade union unity was so pepular amongst the masses that the
Marseilles example was followed in over 200 other cases, chiefly
amongst the railwaymen and the workers in the public services.

This powerful mass movement from below quickly won over
a number of department associations of the C.G.T. and even the
majority in one or two federations. The conferences of the post-
men, the teachers and the workers in the public services which
took place recently all expressed the.opinion that the reformist
C.G.T. should now pay heed to the demand of the masses and

-make a definite step in favour of organisational trade union unity.

The hindrances in the way of trade union unity were erected
chiefly by those reformist leaders of the C.G.T. who fear that their
policy of class collaboration, which has done so much harm to the
fighting strength:of the French workers, will prove impossible of
continuance in a united trade union federation. On the other
hand, the revolutionary C.G.T.U. immediately did its best to give
a practical form to the will of the masses by drawing up concrete
proposals for trade union unity and joint action on a national scale.

The chief idea of these proposals was the amalgamation of the
reformist and revolutionary unions from below and throughout the
various stages of organisation, the amalgamation to culminate in
a national congress of both federations to elect the new leadership
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of the united C.G.T. and to lay down its programme and tactics.
The congress itself to be elected on the broadest possible demo-
cratic principles, with the complete freedom of expression and
proportional representation of the minorities in all trade union
bodies. This plan to be carried out by the leaderships of the C.G.T.
and the C.G.T.U. jointly and under their control. The most recent
proposal of the C.G.T.U. was for a joint session of both central
councils and the joint issue of instructions for the amalgamation
of the two federations.

However, a section of the leadership of the reformist C.G.T,,
led by Jouhaur and his friends who maintain close relations with
the so-called neo-socialists so worthily represented in the govern-
ment of National Union by Marquet, maintained their old and un-
bending attitude of hostility to all the unity proposals and declared
that any unity could take place only on the basis of the so-called
Japy resolution adopted by the C.G.T. in 1931 which demanded
the unconditional return of the members of the revolutionary
C.G.T.U. to the reformist C.G.T., the acceptance of the Statutes of
the C.G.T. without any guarantee for the freedom of revolutionary
expression within the C.G.T.

This crowd control “le Peuple,” the central organ of the
reformist C.G.T., and the paper has conducted an energetic cam-
paign in favour of their standpoint. The polemics in “le Peuple ”
have revealed the main idea which lies in the back of Jouhaux’s
mind, namely, to prevent at all costs the ideology of the proletarian
class struggle from getting a hold on the reformist C.G.T. and to
close its ranks against all those workers who do not hold the same
political opinions as Jouhaux or are not prepared to tolerate them.

This was the situation in which the meetings of the two trade
union councils were opened. A delegation from the C.G.T.U. went
to the meeting of the C.G.T. to present the proposals published by
the C.G.T.U. on August 24. The atmosphere at the meeting of the

*C.G.T. revealed obvious sympathy for the delegation on the part of
the representatives of many of the C.G.T. bodies. A discussion fol-
lowed which grew very lively, and the supporters of placing the
whole question before the unions themselves for decision fought
against those who were determined to maintain the split.

The pressure of the masses was refiected in the discussions at
the C.G.T. Congress. The secretary of the reformist miners’ union
was compelled to admit that many members of the C.G.T. were of
the opinion that its leaders had not made: sufficient concessions in
the interests of unity. . Many of the speakers in. the discussion
demanded that the idea of amalgamation should be accepted with-
out reservation. However, the remnants of the stifi-necked Old
Guard mobilised all their forces to stem the tide of unity. One or
two of them even threatened a further split if the proposals of the
C.G.T.U. were adopted, whilst Jouhaux sought to pacify the oppo-
sition with the promise that in the future the C.G.T. would take
“still’ more- energetic measures” against fascism. In the end the
Jouhaux elements succeeded in securing the adoption of a majority
resolution in favour of “the complete restoration of the old
C.G.T.,” but without the offer of any guarantee for trade union
demoacracy. This resolution was brought to the meeting of the
revolutionary C.G.T.U. by a delegation from the C.G.T. whose
members were greeted by the C.G.T.U. delegates with the singing
of the “International.”

As'the leaders of the C.G.T. had refused to guarantee the right
of self-determination to its unions, the meeting of the C.G.T.U.
adopted a resolution regretting that the leaders of the C.G.T. had
shown themselves unwilling to make concessions in the interests of
trade union unity, and calling on the trade unions of both federa-
tions to proceed to amalgamation without any further loss of time.

However, the sharpness of the discussions at the meeting of
the C.G.T., the difficulty experienced by the old reformist leaders
in drafting resolutions which would be acceptable by their own
members, and the fact that official relations have now been estab-
lished between the two federations for the continuation of the
unity discussion, all show the progress being made by the idea of
trade union unity amongst the masses of the French workers and
strengthen the confidence of the masses in the final overcoming of
all obstacles in the way of unity as many apparently msurmount,-
able obstacles have already been overcome.

Amalgamation congresses are to take place in four railway dis-
tricts in France in the near future. The revolutionary C.G.T.U.
will continue its struggle for trade union unity by organising mass
action for the withdrawal of the government emergency decrees,
for the improvement of wages and working conditions, and for the
defence of the democratic freedom of the working class. The

C.G.T.U. has therefore decided to draw up a programme of
demands on behalf of the masses and to examine the best ways
anhd means of carrying through these demands.

In mass action the fraternal alliance between the workers of
all organisations will be strengthened and the impotence and
danger of the policy which the reactionary leaders of the C.G.T.
still wish to pursue will be clearly revealed as the path which led
to the defeat of the workers in Germany and Austria. A big step
on the way to trade union unity has been taken in France. The
French masses must continue their advance along this path uritil a
united C.G.T. has been formed in which all members have the
right to express their opinions, a strong and powerful trade union
federation which will win those workers who have been driven out
of the trade union movement altogether by the split.

The Fight tor Trade Union Unity in
Czechoslovakla
By G. Friedrich (Prague)

The struggle for the unification of the revolutionary and
reformist trade union organisations in France has aroused great
interest amongst the trade unionists of Czechoslovakia. In
Czechoslovakia vital interests of the working class, the very exist-
ence of their organisations and the remnants of those social and
political rights won by thé workers in long years of struggle are
now being threatened by fascism, and as a result the desire of the
Czechoslovakian workérs for unity of action is rapidly growing.
The revolutionary trade unions in Czechoslovakia have always
been in the van of the struggle for the improvement of the situa-
tion of the workers and they have always been in favour of unity
of trade union action. In the question of organisational trade
union unity they are once again to the fore and have taken the
initiative.

Agreements for joint action have been come to in numerous
districts throughout Czechoslovakia and in numerous factories,
etc., both large and small, between reformist and revolutionary
trade union groups. The following are a number of examples of
recent .date: the joint action of the iron-ore workers in Trinec,
the joint action of the glass workers in Gablonz, and the strike of
2,000 workers engaged on the railway line in Margecan which was
jointly organised by the revolutionary and reformist trade union
groups and ended with a victory for the workers. A meeting of
over 200 miners of the Franz pit in Ladowitz near Dux adopted
the following resolution which is typical of the spirit of the
Czechoslovakian- workers : —

“This joint meeting dealt with all the questions of work-
ing-class activity and decided to act jointly in the fight against
the ‘attacks of capitalism for our common interests, and for
the maintenance of democratic freedom as a basis for the set-
ting up of trade union unity. The meeting called upon the
joint committee of action composed of the representatives of
all trade union organisations to work in this spirit.”

This resolution is signed by two Czech socialists, two German
social democrats, two members of a former Hakenkreuz union,
two meémbers of the red trade union and two unorganised workers.
At the Praga pithead in Kledno a meeting of miners took place
called jointly by the revolutionary and the reformist trade union
groups. A joint committee of action was elected, consisting of
representatives of all the trade union organisations having mem-
bers in the pit and two unorganised workers. It was decided to
issue an appeal to all miners to work for trade union unity. A
conference of the reformist woodworkers' trade unions took place
in Prague and 165 delegates were present. The speeches were
delivered by the secretaries of the organisations. In the discussion
all the delegates condemned the anti-proletarian policy of the
reformist trade unions. One of the worker delegates expressed
the feelings of the masses when he declared : —

“you say that you are too weak to do anything against
the reactionaries, but if you would really act like working-class
lenders you could soon have a united and powerful working-
class army in action which would settle the reactionaries once
and for all.”

- ANl the worker delegates at this conference declared them-
selves in favour of unity of trade union action. These examples
taken from a host of others show the increasing w111 of the workers
to trade union unity.
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The co-operation between the revolutionary and the reformist
trade unions is taking place in various ways. Beginning with
joint meetings of the various trade union groups, the collabora-
tion proceeds to the election of joint committees of action and to
the carrying out of joint action for the common interests of the
masses. These are the first shoots of coming trade union unity,
and the idea of organisational trade union unity on the basis of
the class struggle is rapidly gaining ground amongst the trade
union workers. The iron-ore miners of Trinec began by agreeing
to joint action in their own district and then decided to raise the
question of trade union unity on a wider scale. The workers
adopted a resolution calling on the committees of the revolu-
tionary and reformist trade unions:—

“To prepare the way for the election of a joint committee
for trade union unity which shall not only lead our struggle,
but which shall also prepare the way for the formation of a
united trade union organisation embracing all the workers on
the basis of the class struggle and the application of the
fundamental principles of revolutionary working-class action.”
This fine example from Trinec must not be left to stand alone.

‘The Central Council of the revolutionary trade union federation
has the_refore addressed an appeal to all other trade union bodies
in Czechoslovakia to take steps to bring about organisational trade
union unity on the basis of the class struggle. As a basis for the
carrying out of this organisational unity the revolutionary unions
propose the adoption of the following programme of action :—

(1) Resistance to the depression of working-class standards
either by direct wage reductions or by the increase in the prices of
articles of daily necessity. For four years the standards of the
workers have been systematically depressed. To-day it is no
longer sufficient to defend the standards as they are to-day, but a
drive must be made for increased wages all round, particularly in
view of the steadily rising cost of living;

(2) Resistance to any further attempts to reduce the support
granted to unemployed workers and their families, to any attempt
to cut down the distribution of foodstuffs, and to the systematic
depletion of trade union funds. For the withdrawal of the emer-
gency decree passed last year reducing the rates of unemployment
support, for increased grants of foodstuffs to the unemployed
workers, for investments in public works, for the confiscation with-
out compensation of the food hoards of the rich and their dis-
tribution amongst the unemployed workers, and in favour of
systematic unemployment support for all unemployed workers at
the cost of the State and the employers;

(3) Against the swindle of the 40-hour week which is nothing
but an indirect means of reducing wages and intensifying
rationalisation, and in favour of the seven-hour day (the six-hour
day in the mines) and the 40-hour week (36 hours in the mines)
with a weekly wage not lower than the former wage for a week of
48 hours;

(4) Against-all attempts to limit or reduce social benefits, and
in particular against the attempts to increase the contributions of
the workers to the health insurance scheme whilst reducing bene-
fits, and against the proposed deterioration of the miners’ insur-
ance scheme. For the withdrawal of the governmental emergency
decree regulating the health insurance scheme to the detriment of
the workers, and in favour of the financial support of the health
insurance scheme and the miners’ insurance scheme at the expense
of the State and of the employers;

(5) Against the attempts to limit the democratic and trade
union rights of the workers, in favour of the complete freedom to
meet and to organise, for the complete freedom of the working-
class press and for the complete right to strike;

(6) Against the formation of yellow and company trade unions
in the factories as an instrument of oppression against the
workers, and in favour of united class trade unions embracing all
workers; and

(7 Against armaments and against all militarist adventures.
Against the export of arms and ammunition to Japan. For peace
with the Soviet Union. For the defence of the Soviet Union, its
policy of peace and its construction of socialism.

The struggle for trade union unity demands that all workers
and in particular all Communists should be perfectly clear about

all the questions connected with trade union unity. Many workers
ask why the Communists are in favour of organisational unity for
the trade unions, but not for the working-class parties. It is not
difficult to answer this question. The Communist Party is an
organisation embracing all those workers who have the same
political convictions and the same political aims. It can therefore
not take members into its ranks who do not hold these political
convictions and who do not approve of these political aims. Experi-
ence has shown that the proletariat can be victorious in its politi-
cal struggle for power only under the leadership of a united and
homogeneous party free from all traces of political opportunism.
The trade unions, on the other hand, organise the workers not
according to their political opinions, but according to their occupa-
tions and according to class. A Communist Party can have no
other workers for its members but convinced Communists, whilst,
for example, a miners’ trade union should organise all the miners
irrespective of what particular shade of political opinion they may
support, though naturally it should organise them on the basis of
the class struggle and for the prosecution of the class struggle in
the interests of the working class. Naturally, such a trade union
needs a' correct leadership and the various parties are divided as
to the nature of this leadership. However, the interests of the
working class demand that the parties should not seek to force
through their particular ideas as to that leadership by means of
disruption and disunion which would weaken the trade unions,
but by means of conviction and winning the majority of the
members of the union round to their point of view whereby the
opinions of the majority of the workers in the trade unions must
find their unhindered expression in the leadership of the unions.
The unification of the trade unions on this basis would tremen-
dously increase their power. This is the trade union unity for
which the revolutionary trade unions in Czechoslovakia are
working, N

We Communists are of the opinion that the trade unions have
a higher task than that of fighting within the framework of the
capitalist system for “a fair day’s work for a fair day’s wage.”
We are of the opinion that the trade unions, whilst fighting for
the economic improvement of the situation of the working class
and for the necessary conditions in which to pursue this struggle,
must also do their part to win the complete freedom of the prole-
tariat from capitalist exploitation, to secure the victory of the pro-
letarian revolution. The trade unions must also be revolutionary
and not reformist. Just because we desire this and work to bring
it about we are doing everything possible to establish the unity of
the trade union movement on the basis of the class struggle.

The examples of joint trade union action which have already
been given in various parts of the country must be increased in
number and in extent. They must be developed into a mass
phenomenon. This unity of trade union action is the best instru-
ment to secure organisational trade union unity. The idea of
unity of trade union action and of organisational unity must draw
group to group in the factories, and factory to factory. Joint
conferences must be organised in the districts. Joint programmes
of action should be drawn up and joint actions carried out. Joint
committees for trade union unity should be organised in the fac-
tories themselves and on a district scale. That is the path along
which we can secure trade union unity for the working class. In
this way the trade unions in Czechoslovakia can be developed once
more into powerful weapons in the hands of the working class in
the struggle for its emancipation. For many years now the leaders
of the reformist trade unions have led the trade unions farther
and farther away from these aims. They have propagated class
collaboration in the trade unions and put this idea into practice
in joint conferences and committees with the capitalists and the
capitalist organisations and in the bourgeois parliament. One of
the effects of this policy can be seen in the Ghent system which
hampers the freedom of movement of the trade unions. The bind-
ing nature of collective agreements, compulsory arbitration and the
nationalisation of the trade unions under the control of the State
which is now being propagated are also fruits of this policy, as also
are a series of measures which have led in Germany and Austria
to the complete destruction of the trade unions as working-class
organisations. Therefore all workers must realise that the prin-
ciples of trade union unity, as propagated by the revolutionary
trade unions, are the only correct ones and the only possible ones
in the interests of the workers.
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To the Socialist Workers’ Sports International
To all Worker Sportsmen !

We have seen in the press that on October 6-7 the Congress
of the Socialist Workers’ Sport International will be held in
Carlsbad, and will discuss the basic questions of the further policy
and tactics of the Socialist Workers’ Sport International.

The events of 1933-34, and especially the fascist coups in Ger-
many, Austria, Latvia, Bulgaria, have shown very plainly that the
further continuance of the split in the working class and the divi-
sion of the workers’ sport movement greatly weaken the power of
the working class as a whole. In order to carry on a struggle
against the capitalist offensive, against the fascisation and mili-
tarisation of the masses through bourgeois sport, against the
attack on the workers’ sport, it is necessary to restore the unity of
proletarian sport. If the forces of the two. internationals are
united, works’ sport will not only form a big power in opposition
to bourgeois sport, but will do a great deal to strengthen  the
common front of struggle against fascism, the capitalist offensive
and the preparations for imperialist war.

The sporting meet held in Paris in August, 1934, on the initia-
tive of the Red Sport International showed that all the workers’
sport orgamsatxons are prepared to carry on this struggle together.
At this meet the workers of 19 countries with the greatest en-
thusiasm . showed their determination to struggle against fascism
and war, and welcomed the sportsmen of the U.S.S.R., who form
the foremost sector of workers’ sport throughout the world, the
main section of the Red Sport International, having in their ranks
over six mllhon sportsmen and physmal culturists.

“The_organisational committée which prepared for the Paris
meet ‘sent invitations to all workers’ orgamsamons to participate in
the meet. The committee sent a special invitation also to the
Bureau of the Socialist Workers’ Sport International.

In reply to the invitation, the organisational committee re-
ceived a letter from the Bureau of the Socialist Workers’ Sport
International at the beginning of August, in which the latter
declared that, despite the political disagreements which exist, it
did not refuse to carry on a joint struggle against fascism and war.

This reply makes it possible for us to raise the question of
establishing constant contact between the organisations of the Red
Sport International and the Socialist Workers’ Sport International.
On this basis we propose to start immediately to discuss and carry
out a number of practical measures directed towards the establish-
ment of the united front of all worker sportsmen so that, in the
course of these joint actions, it will be possible to bring about the
unity of. all workers sport organisations in a smgle Workers’ Sport
International.

The Executive Committee of the Red Sport International sees
no reason why relations cannot be established between the two
Internationals and their organisations on a district, national and
international scale such as. will permit all actions to be taken
together..

We propose. tha.t in dxstncts where there are R.S.I. a.nd S.W.S.I.
clubs, meetings of the members of these clubs should immediately
be called, and also meetings of representatives of the organisations
of the R.S.I. and the S.W.S.I. on a national scale, for a joint dis-
cussion of our proposals.

- We propose the followmg forms of Jomt activity : Joint sport-
mg matches and competitions, Jolnt relay races, joint meetings
and demonstrations, the support of all the general class actions of
the proletariat in their struggle against the class enemies, includ-
ing not only meetings and demonstrations, but also other forms of
struggle, such as strikes, help for strike committees by active par-
ticipation in workers’ self-defence and strike pickets, the collection
of money for the striking comrades, the prevention of the dispatch
of arms to the Far East, etc.

We propose that representatives of the two Sport Inter-
nationals should meet together to draw up a single calendar of
international sporting events and matches. We propose to take as
the basis of this calendar the preparations for the World Sparta-
kiade in Moscow in 1936. )

As a preliminary stage towards it we make the proposal to
hold two international workers’ sport gatherings in 1935 in Europe
and America similar to that held this year in Paris.

All these joint actions will help to bring the two sport in-
ternationals nearer together and will hasten their unity. The
Executive Committee of the R.S.I. sees no special hindrances to
prevent the unity of all workers’ sport organisations being brought

about at once. We welcome the statement of various organisa-
tions and individuals from the Socialist Workers’ Sport Inter-
national which support the slogan of the Red Sport International
on the unity of workers’ sport. In particular we welcome the
statement of the Vice-President of the S.W.S.I, Gulevik, at the
Pershing sport grounds in Paris, where, in his speech at the sport-
ing meet organised at the initiative of the Red Sport International,
he stated that he would raise the question of unity at the next
Congress.

The Executive Committee of the R.S.I. considers it possible to
give directives to its national organisations to begin immediate
negotiations on unity with the corresponding national sections of
the S.W.S.IL, carrying on these negotiations hand in hand with
the strengthening of the general anti-fascist and anti-war prole-
tarian front. Workers’ democracy, the freedom of political opinion
and proportional répresentation of all existing tendencies must be
ensured in all the leading organs in the united workers’ sport
organisations. - In order to ensure greater success in bringing
together and- uniting the two sport Internationals, the R.S.I.
declares “its readiness to limit itself to comradely discussion on
unsettled questions of the united front and in the matter of form-
ing a united workers’ sport International. The Executive Com-
mittee of the R.S.I. will, of course, reserve to itself the right to
criticise persons and’ orgamsatmns in the S.W.S.I. (and likewise its
own workers and organisations) if they undermine the unity of
workers’ sport and violate the agreement which is arrlved at, or if
they are caught by the manceuvres of the class’ enemy.

In order to give more detailed arguments regarding our pro-
posals and to bring about a more rapid practical discussion and
solution of possible disputed points, the Executive Committee of
the R.S.I. requests you to admit a delegation of the R. S I. to the
forthcoming congress of the S'W.S.1. in Carlsbad.

Secretariat of the E.C. of the Red Sport Interna.tiona.l

The White Terror

Save the Leaders of the Rumanian Railwaymen !

Appeal of Boris-Stefanov

We have received the following appeal from Comrade

Boris Stefanov, a former Communist member of the

Rumanian Parliament, who after having served a sentence of

eight years’ hard labour, recently went abroad in order fo

restore his completely shattered health. i

Workers, peasants, artisans and intellectuals of the world!

Your energetic campaign of protest, under the leadership of
the International Red Aid, compelled the bourgeoisie and the land-
owners of Rumania to cancel the first sentence against the heroic
leaders of the railway workers, Doncea Petrescu and- others, and
to hold a fresh trial.

Your energetic protests saved the comrades Averbach, Rado-
sovetzkaya and Dori Goldstein, who were delivered over in a shame-
ful manner by the Czechoslovakian government to the Rumanian
hangmens _Jjustice, from being murdered “ while atbempting to
escape.”

~ The Rumanian government however mtend gradually to
murder in prison the heroic railway workers’ leaders together with
the other 2,000 political prisoners. Durmg the last few weeks it
has considerably worsened the prison system, which was. already
barbaric enough.

The prisoners-are actually starving; they a.re subjected to
physical and moral tortures. On the strength of a simple order of
the Central Prison Commission the political prisoners are perma-
nently confined in their cells. The prisoners have to serve their
prison sentences in cells measuring 23 metres wide and 3} metres
long. The floor and the walls of the cells are of cement and the
ceiling of stout sheet-iron. The cells are cold and damp. There is
no heating arrangement whatever. - The prisoners suffer from
hunger because the officials shamefully steal from the rations of
the prisoners. A new decree issued by the Central Prison Commis-
sion forbids prisoners to be supplied with food from outside.

Prisoners are not allowed to have their trunks or other luggage
in their cells. They have only one set of underwear at their dis-
posal. They are only allowed to write once a month to their rela-
tives, and then during exercise-time and under the supervision of
the prison warders. As “food for the mind” they are allowed to
have once a week a book of a religious, patriotic or fascist
character.
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All requests that the food parcels sent by their relatives be
handed over are punished with mishandling and confinement in
the Section H for months. Section H means a dark cell without
ventilation, sleeping on the wet cement floor, half food ration and
two fast days during the week. As a result of this regime most of
the political prisoners have contracted tuberculosis or are slowly
dying as a result of under-nourishment.

. The first victim has already fallen: Franz Pantor, a work'éi",
died recently, and three other prisoners—Selenco, Decei and Ivascu
—are dying. The women comrades Averbuch, Radosovetzkaya and
Comrade D. Goldstein are likewise to be sentenced by the Court
of the liberal government to long years of imprisonment

Workers, peasants, artisans and intellectuals!

The liberal government intends to murder the best revolu-
tionary champions of the Rumanian toilers. It intends to rob the
Rumanian working class of its best leaders and prevent by its
murderous terror the organisation of the struggle against the dic-
tatorship -of the bourgeoisie and of the landowners and against the
increasing fascist terror.

On the initiative of the Red Aid, the toilers of Rumania are at
present conducting a big campaign against the mediseval prison
regime. They have risen in defence of the comrades who had the
courage to fight for their interests. It is now up to you to support
this campaign and not rest until a better political regime has been
enforced for the political prisoners of Rumania. The slogan of the
toilers of all countries must be: freedom for all political prisoners
with the heroie leaders of the railway workers’ strike at the head.

Only a mighty storm of protest can save our comrades from
being murdered by the liberal government of Rumania. Only an
energetic protest action can prevent a fresh trial being staged
against our comrades Averbuch, Radosovetzkaya and Dori Gold-
stein and enforce their release. Raise your voices in powerful
protest !

Demonstrate in front of the Rumanian Embassies!

Send your protests by letters and telegrams to the Rumanian
government!

Demand the release of all political prisoners, and in partlcular
the leaders of the railway workers’ strike and of the three victims
extradited from Czechoslovakia !

Demand a pohtwal regime for the political prisoners of
Rumania!

Save Mathias Rakosi !

“ Solidarity,” the organ of the Dutch Section of the Inter-
national Labour Defence, publishes an impressive description of
the heroic struggle carried on by Rakosi during the eight and a
half years of his imprisonment in jail, and which he is still obliged
to carry on, as he is still kept incarcerated in splte of the fact
that his sentence has long since expired.

“ After the Soviet Republic was crushed in Hungary, Rakosi
was the -first Communist sentenced: to penal servitude in the
rénewed struggle taken up by his Party. He had to fight for even
the smallest rights of the political prisoners. In this field he per-
formed truly pioneer work. During the first period of his im-
prisonment he was not allowed any books whatever. The manager
of the jail was of the opinion that the only literature permissible
for convicts was ‘““ religious or patriotic books,” All prisoners were
forced to attend chapel service. Rakosi refused, and was im-
prisoned in the dark cell for many weeks. By means of a hunger
strike he and his friend Weinberger gained the right to have
books of their own, and to remain absent from chapel. During the
eight and a half years spent by Rakosi in jail he carried out six
hunger strikes, lasting a total of 54 days. Rakosi received eleven
“disciplinary punishments” during his term of imprisonment,
totalling three years in all. These penalties involved months of
solitary confinement, without the right to write letters, without
permission to write, and without exchanging a word with anyone.
Only those who have learnt self-control in the revolutionary
proletarian struggle can retain a hold of their nerves under such
conditions.

In April of this year Rakosi’s term of imprisonment expired.
‘But he was not released. The Hungarian government intends
bringing him up for trial again, on the basis of matters already
dealt with at his first trial. The whole working class and all pro-
gressive intellectuals must raise a mass protest against this. Only
this mass protest can save Rakosi from the clutches of the Hun-
garian executioners.

In the International

The Twelfth Party Congress of the C.P. of
Austria

Statement of the C.C. of the C.P.A.

The Twelfth Party Congress of the C.P. of Austria was held
in Salzburg at the end of September. The following items were on
the agenda :—

) (1) The fight against fascism and the unity of the working
class.

(2) Organisational work and work in the mass organisations.

(3) Election of the Central Committee.

Under the conditions of the fascist terror great difficulties
were encountered in holding the Congress. The strength of the
C.P. of Austria is showneby the fact that it overcame all the diffi-
culties connected with the journey of the delegates, numbering
about 70, to the meeting place, and the holdmg of the Congress,
which lasted for several days.

The organisational work and the political importance of the
Party Congress can be properly appreciated only when one takes
into account the campaign preceding the Congress. Not only the
printing and distribution of thousands of leaflets and newspapers
dealing with the questions of the Party Congress, but above all the
election of the delegates should be specially mentioned.” About 750
comrades attended the preparatory conferences at which the dele-
gates to the Party Congress were elected. These comrades in turn
were elected by the lower organisations, which are based on the
cells. Thus more than ten thousand took part in the preparatlon
of the Party Congress.

The composition of the Party Congress showed the change
which has taken place in the C.P. of Austria. More than two-
thirds of the delegates had joined the Party since February. In
addition to the delegates from the Communist Party organisations,
representatives of the trade unions, of the Schutzbund, the Red
Aid, the Young Communist League, as well as of socialist groups
and of the lower organisations of the revolutionary socialists, took
part in the Congress. Of the delegates, 70 per cent. were workers,
the rest employees and women. Despite the enormous difficulties
more than a quarter of the delegate workers came stralght from
the workshop and factory to the Congress:

The main subject of the chief report delivered by the secre-
tary of the Party, Comrade Koplenig, as well as of the whole dis-
cussion, was the question of the way to the proletarian revolution,
that is to say, the organisation of the daily fight against fascism
and the realisation of unity of action of the proletariat. The Party
Congress was unanimously of the opinion that the Communist
Party will do everything in order to achleve a genuine united front
of struggle.

The Party Congress dealt exhaustively with the question of the
organisational development of the Party, of establishing a firm
basis in the factories, of forming new cadres, of consolidating the
organisational structure of the Party. The Party Congress especi-
ally stressed the importance of rebulldmg and developing the
trade unions and the Schutzbund.

Twenty-nine speakers took part in the debate on the first item
on the agenda, and 32 on the second item. The decisions of the
Party Congress were adopted unanimously.  In addition to the
political resolution, resolutions were adopted on the trade union
guestion, on the organisational question, on work among the Youth,
work among the women and on sport organisations. The Party
Congress addressed an appeal to the whole of the Austrian workers
and issued special appeals to the working peasants and the prole-
tarian supporters of the Nazis. Comrade Koplenig received a
spontaneous ovation as the leader of the Party.

The new Central Committee was elected unanimously. About
half the members of the Central Commitiee are comrades who
joined the Party after February last and who were formerly social-
democratic party functionaries. Forty per cent. of the members of
the C.C. have been members. of the Party for over 15 years; 70 per
cent. are workers, the rest employees and women.

The Party Congress, in its work as well as in the newly-elected
C.C., showed the sound welding together of the old and the new
cadres of the Communist Movement, and its decisions give direc-
tions to all Party organisations with regard to the line to be pur-

sued and the work to be performed.
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At the conclusion of the Party Congress there took place a
meeting of the newly-elected C.C. at which the Political Bureau
was elected. .

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE PARTY CONGRESS
We have received the following report from a leading
member of the Communist Party of Austria :—

“ The Party Congress constitutes a historic turn in the history
of the C.P. of Austria and in the history of the whole of the
Austrian proletariat.” These are the opening words of the political
resolution which was adopted unanimously at the Twelfth Party
Congress of the C.P. of Austria. These words are no exaggeration.
All delegates who took part in the deliberations and for two days
earnestly and passionately discussed the problems of the Austrian
labour movement, profoundly realised the historical importance of
the gathering at which they were present. The circumstances
under which the Congress was held, its_composition and its de-
cisions, rendered the Party Congress an unusual and unforgettable
event.

The circumstances : persecuted by the State power, pursued by
the bloodhounds of the counter-revolution, overcoming innumer-
able difficulties and obstacles, the 70 delegates came together to lay
down the line of the Party. In spite of conditions of strict
illegality, they were all elected at mass conferences or sent by mass
organisations, and each of them expressed the feeling and wishes
of thousands of Party members. .

. The composition: twelve delegates from district organisations
have been members of the Party for many years, 26 delegates from
district organisatiohs have joined the Party since the February
fighting. Two representatives of mass organisations (Schutzbund,
trade unions, etc.) are “old” Communists, seven representatives
of mass organisations are “young ” Party members. But not only
the Party but also the Central Committee has completely changed
its composition. Up to the time of the Party Congress the C.C.
consisted of 11 “old” and two “young” Communists. The new
C.C. elected at the Party Congress consists half of old and half
of new Party members (exactly 52 per cent. old and 48 per cent.
new). .Sixty-six per cent. of the new C.C. are workers and 34 per
cent. are employees. These figures reflect the character of the
Communist Party of Austria; it is a proletarian Party, filled with
a new mass strength. But what is still more characteristic is its
development : 40 per cent. of the C.C. have been members of the
Party for over 15 years, 48 per cent. broke away from the social
democracy only after the February fighting : the old guard of the
Communist Party of Austria is being amalgamated with the most
mature and revolutionary workers of the old social democratic
mass organisations.

The C.P. of Austria is Becoming a Party of the Masses

The figures quoted above are the reflection of a historical
process : .the Communist Party of Austria is becoming the Party
of the masses, the leader of the Austrian proletariat. For fifteen
years it was unable to penetrate the masses; it was overshadowed
by the huge social-democratic party and was regarded as an insig-
nificant sect in the Austrian labour movement. - The fact that in
these 15 years of struggle to win the masses of the proletariat the
Party did not lose heart, and in spite of crises and mistakes un-
swervingly propagated a fundamentally correct policy, has been of
decisive importance for the Austrian labour movement. After the
February fighting the Communist Party was the only organised
and organising force of the Austrian working class. It has saved
the revolutionary workers much confusion and setbacks on the
road to a revolutionary Party. It has become the centre around
which the workers are uniting on a revolutionary basis.

The Amalgamation with the Red Front

Immediately after the February fighting big sections of the
former “ Left ” opposition united with the Communist Party. Other
groups of the former “Left” opposition organised themselves in
the Red Front. In the Red Front there were elements which
opposed unity with the Communist Party. But these elements
were quickly overcome and in June the Red Front united with
the Communist Party. Only a few small groups stood aside and
allied themselves with various splinter groups in order to maintain
the existenee of the Red Front. However, at the Party Congress,
as a result of the speech of Comrade Koplenig and the discussion,
in which fighting enthusiasm was united with a sense of respon-
sibility, the delegate of the Red Front declared that he wished to

join the Communist Party and that he would call upon his com-
rades to follow his example. The complete merging of the former
“Left” opposition with the Communist Party will take place
shortly.

After the February fighting, in addition to the Red Front,
groups of “ Revolutionary socialists” were formed everywhere.
The social-democratic functionaries and Party employees have
gathered together in these groups the most active cadres of the
workers who, for sentimental reasons, hesitate to break with the
social democracy. They receive the * Arbeiter-Zeitung,” advice
and slogans from the social-democratic leaders who have emi-
grated to Bruenn; without, however, deciding definitely for the
Bruenn leaders and the Second International. They pronounce
themselves in favour of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and
maintain that they do not differ from the Communists either in
regard to aims or tactics. Most of their supporters wanted to
have nothing to do with the old leaders; they discarded reformism
and called for the union of all revolutionary workers in a party
with a definite Communist programme. . In this situation the
Communist Party put the question of the organisational unily of
all. revolutionary workers. The proletarian supporters of the Revo-
lutionary Socialists were prepared to answer this question in a
positive sense, but their leaders dragged out the negotiations and
allowed. their attitude to be dictated by the Bruenn emigrants.
Disgusted with these temporising tactics, the strongest group of
the Revolutionary Socialists, the Floridsdorf group, after a vote of
all its members, which resulted in a majority of 90 per cent. for
unity, united with the Communist Party. Several provincial
groups of the Revolutionary Socialists followed the example of
their Floridsdorf comrades.

But the initiative of these district groups is not sufficient. We
have succeeded in uniting the advance-guard of the Austrian work-
ing class in the Communist Party. In addition to this, however, it
is necessary to realise unity of action with all socialist organisa-
tions. The Vienna organisation of the Revolutionary Socialists
has “united” with the emigration cenire and the Second Inter-
national. The Bruenn emigration centre and the Second Inter-
national, which have hitherto been the chief obstacle to revolu-
tionary unity, will continue to do everything in order to deepen
and maintain the split. All this, however, must not prevent us
from proposing, honestly and without reservation, to the “ United
Socialist Party of Austria,” the successor of the old social demo-
cracy, the common fight against fascism.

Problems of Unity of Action
The problem of the united front was the main subject of dis-
cussion at the Party Congress. In his speech laying down the
line of the Party the Party secretary, Comrade Koplenig, said:—
“ The united front is for us not a manceuvre but a neces-
sary condition of the revolutionary class struggle. After the
February events the Party has done everything in order to set
up proletarian unity on a higher stage. We clearly realise
that, in spite of the experience of the past, there will still exist
for a long time groups and organisations which are not pre-
pared to break with the old social-democratic organisations.
We have therefore proposed to these groups, and in particular
to the Revolutionary Socialists, an honest fighting alliance for
the common fight against fascism, and at the same time sug-
gested that they enter into negotiations with us on the ques-
tion of uniting in a uniform class party on the basis of the
Programme of the Communist International. .
« Unfortunately, we have to record that these negotiation
have not led to any practical results, a fact which is due to the
intervention of the Bruenn emigration centre and the Second
International, which have influence on the leadership of the
Revolutionary Socialists and are working against the realisa-
tion of the united front. . . . ’
“The Communist Party, however, must not relax its efforts
to bring about unity of action with the Revolutionary Socialists
and with all social democratic groups. We shall repeat our
proposals and put them in a more concrete form. But success
will depend upon our own work among the masses and on how
far we are able to convince the social-democratic and socialist
workers of the absolute necessity of the united front, to
develop their initiative in this direction and carry out joint
struggles and actions with them against fascism.”
During the discussion much vagueness was overcome and
many doubts dispelled regarding the nature of unity of action.
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Some speakers expressed their impatience with the prolonged
negotiations with the Revolutionary Socialists, and reported
bitterly of the malicious attacks and slanders by the social-demo-
cratic functionaries, who are attempting to poison the atmosphere,
and demanded that the Party should abandon the united front
from above and concentrate exclusively on its own growth. The
Party leadership and the overwhelming majority of the Congress
opposed these views. Indignation, often quite understandable, on
account of the two-faced attitude of the Revolutionary Socialists
on the question of the united front must not divert the Party from
its path. At the same time, it was pointed out that much of the
criticism expressed by various speakers was correct. Here and
there our Party comrades have relied too much on negotiations
from above and not displayed their own initiative in setting up the
united front from below. Negotiations and agreements for unity
of action can only lead to fruitful results when unity of action is
actually set up in the lower organisations and is realised afresh
every day in joint struggle. Without the initiative of the masses,
who are striving for unity and immediately setting up the united
front, without intimate contact and friendly co-operation of the
Communists, socialists and non-party workers in every sphere, all
pacts and agreements will remain on paper. Further, we must
take care not to mix unity of action and organisational unity to-
gether, Although we. continue to strive for the organisational
unity of the working class in a Party standing on the basis of
Communism, we must not impatiently repel class fighters who
belong to another party. We shall work unweariedly to convince
the workers of the correctness of Communism, to win them for
Communism, but we shall work together with any party, with any
group, with any organisation, which is prepared to carry out com-
mon actions with us against fascism. We have not yet succeeded
in realising the highest form of unity, the inclusion of all revolu-
tionary workers in one class party, but this must not discourage
us in our efforts to realise unity of action. On the contrary, this
must spur us on to realise unity of action, honestly and inde-
fatigably, in spite of all difficulties. The Party Congress therefore
pledged all its members to leave no stone unturned in order to
bring about fighting unity with the Revolutionary Socialists; not
to endanger but to strengthen friendly relations with all militant
workers. The words which the representative of the Comintern
addressed to the delegates should serve as a guiding line to all of
us: “The chief enemy is mnot the soczal democracy. The chief
enemy is capitalism, fasczsm

The Question of Partial Action

The question of partial action is closely linked up with the
question of unity of action. The Party Congress devoted the
greatest attention to this question. Our aim is the proletarian
revolution, the dictatorship of - the proletariat—no discussion is
needed to prove this. But which path must we pursue in order to
lead the masses to this goal?

Immediately after the February fights putschist tendencies
prevailed among the most active part of the Austrian working class
and before all in the cadres of the Schutzbund. The burning desire
to avenge the murders, the unbroken fighting determination of the
proletarian elite groups, took the form of a strong inclination to
sweep away the government by means of a bold coup de main of a
small death-defying minority and thus to achieve victory. In addi-
tion to these putschist tendencies, there was to be seen a wrong
a;pprazsal of individuel terror. Many of the most.courageous pro-
letarians were of the opinion that it would be possible to shatter
the basis of fascism by means of blowing up bridges, by bomb
attacks and revolver shots, and to drive the bourgeoisie into a state
of panic and thereby bring about its overthrow. These tendencies,
which were encouraged in an irresponsible manner by certain
circles of the social democracy, have become gradually weaker,
especially since the Nazi putsch, but they are not yet completely
overcome. The other side of these putschist illusions is the pas-
sivity and waiting attitude of a section of the toilers. Reformism
has called forth both the one and the other tendency. Demoralised
by the collapse of all legal possibilities of fighting, the faint-
hearted were of the opinion that the class war is now impossible,
it is now necessary to wait for the collapse or the self-destruction
of fascism, it is impossible to carry out any action against the class
enemy. This mood of despair is frequently concealed behind very
radical phrases. Do not let us waste our forces on partial struggles,
for individual reforms and concessions; our one and only aim must
be the revolution. We must reserve our forces for the revolution.

This sounds very radical, but if one asks these radical despisers of
the difficult struggle for the day-to-day demands how they envisage
the path to revolution, they reply with general phrases that “ this
regime cannot last long,” etc. This theory of impotency, which is
masked with radical phrases, was fostered by the old social-demo-
cratic leaders. The Bruenn emigration centre at first issued the
slogan that trade union organisations and trade union struggle are
impossible under a fascist regime; first the revolution must be
carried out and then the trade unions will be restored.

The Communist Party energetically combated all these harm-
ful views. The Party Congress recorded that the best sections of
the working class are discarding these views. The Party Congress
has shown the masses the way to the proletarian revolution. Com-
rade Koplenig characterised the prerequisites of the revolution in
Austria : — o

“In the first place the determined readiness of the masses
to fight—at least the decisive sections of the proletariat, and
the leadership of these masses by the Communist Party.

“Of decisive importance for the proletarian revolution in
Austria is the maturing of the forces of the revolution on an
international scale. The Austrian proletariat, in setting itself
its revolutionary aims, cannot rely on the assistance of any of
the imperialist Powers and capitalist governments, but upon
the solidarity of the international proletariat. . . .

) “The Party of the proletarian revolution, which desires

the revolution not merely for the sake of revolution, but in

order to achieve victory, must consider calmly and soberly all

the. factors in order to achieve and maintain this victory. It

must never play at armed revolt; it has to consider very

exactly all the facts, but as soon as the revolt has com-

menced, then it must be carried to its end regardless of the
- consequences.”

The Path to Revolution

“There exists enough hatred and bitterness to let loose
the new proletarian storm, but it cannot arise if the working
class passively waits for it; it can only grow out of the economic
and political daily struggles, partial actions, strikes, demon-
strations and the opposition displayed to the measures of the
fascist regime. . . . I think that the Party Congress must set
itself as the most important task to get the masses to realise
the necessity and possibility of partial struggles, to make them
the guiding line for the revolutionary activity of every Com-
munist, of every Party cell and every organisation of the whole
of the working class.”

The Party Congress unreservedly approved this programme.
All the possibilities of carrying out partial actions were dealt with
in a thorough debate which followed Comrade Koplenig’s report.
Several strike movements in which the strikers put forward both
political and economic demands, the struggle of the tenants
against the increased rents, street demonstrations and manifesta-
tions of the Red Aid, especially in the provinces, have set the
example. " It is not necessary, however, to lay down definite fight-
ing forms, but to develop all new fighting forms arising from the
initiative of the masses, to transform them from spontaneous
movements into organised fighting actions. It is necessary to take
advantage of the contradictions in the fascist camp and to force
concessions from the unstable regime., Whilst sharply opposing
the illusion that the fascist forces would decline of themselves, we
must realise that the more determined the working class comes
forward with its own demands, the sooner the fascists will attempt
to pacify it by means of concessions. If we enlighten the masses
regarding the character of these concessions they will not
“pacify ” the masses, but encourage them, facilitate our struggle
and contribute to the weakening of fascism, If is impossible to
carry out the proletarian revolution without this mobilisation of
the masses and the simultaneous undermining of the basis of
fascism by means of partial struggles; we shall create the precon-
ditions for the revolution if we know how fo organise successful
partial strugoles.

Therefore the Party Congress issued the slogan: Fight against
the worsening of your working and living conditions, fight for the
democratic workers’ rights which have been filched from you!
Fight for the free election of your shop stewards, for the right to
strike and the right of combination! - This is not a fight for the
phantom of bourgeois democracy, this is preparation for the pro-
letarian revolution! The Party Congress decided to launch a
broad movement against the cuts in social insurance and agamst
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increase of house rents, and to concentrate the forces of the Party
on these immediate tasks. In order to carry out these struggles it
is necessary to set up the unity of action of the proletarian party.

Mass Organisation of the United Front

The mass organisations of the united front are of decisive
importance for all these actions. The Party Congress therefore
devoted great attention to the problem of the trades unions, of
the Schutzbund and the sport organisations. At a time when the
leaders of the social democracy still declared that the building of
illegal trade unions was ‘““ impossible,” the Communist Party issued
the slogan of retaining the free trade unions and converting them
into revolutionary fighting organs. In order to be instruments of
the will of the masses, the leading bodies of the free trade unions
must be elected by the workers, they must be developed in the
factories and must oppose the principle of workers’ democracy to
the principles of fascism. The resistance of the workers to the
fascist unity trade unions, which was manifested in numerous
factories, has often led to the reconstruction of the free trade
unions, and in some very important factories about 50 per
cent. of the workers are organised in the free trade unions. As
soon as ‘the old trade union bureaucrats realised that the workers
did not agree with the leaders of the old social democracy ‘on the
question of the trade unions, they attempted to oppose the pro-
visional leading ‘bodies of the trade unions which were elected on
the basis of the united front. They attempted to split the free
trade unions. :‘Some of the Communists committed the mistake of
not sharply distinguishing between Party and trade union. -The
Party Congress criticised these mistakes and emphatically declared
that the frée trade unions are not the organs of a party, but the
organs of the whole of the working class, and that it is necessary
‘to unite in the free trade unions the workers of all tendencies. In
spite of considerable successes among: the metal workers, the tex-
tile workers, the municipal workers, and the railway men, our
work in the trade unions is not yet by any means satisfactory.
Having regard to the fact that even under the fascist regime the
factories constitute the decisive centres of strength of the working
class, the Party Congress pledged all the Communists to approach
the work in the factories with the greatest seriousness and con-
scientiousness. We must make a modest beginning with protest
meetings, collection of signatures, . delegations to government
bodies, etc., until we succeed in launching a strike. In this process
of activisation of the workers there will take place at the same
time the process of organisation.

The Schutzbund is also an organ of the united front. The
delegates from the Schutzbund reported to the Party Congress on
all the problems of the Schutzbund. The Revolutionary Socialists
have demanded that the Schutzbund be subordinated to their
leadership, but the Communist Party, right from the beginning,
has considered the Schutzbund as an organ of the united front
and exerted every effort in order to prevent its being split up into
a Communist and socialist organisation. The slogan of the united
proletarian defence has overcome all splitting tendencies and met
with warmest approval by the Schutzbund. At present the
Schutzbund is the bearer of the glorious February traditions, a
powerful and firmly-welded instrument of the Austrian working
class. The Schutzbund is fighting shoulder to shoulder with.the
Communist Party for the proletarian revolution, for the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. It is now necessary to draw this efficient
organisation, whilst preserving its character as a defensive
organisation, into the daily struggles of the working class,. to con-
nect it with. the factories and to prevent any isolation from the
broad masses. The Party Congress suggested the setting up of
factory and village defence organs and developing the Schutzbund
into a cadre organisation of the mass revolt.

The sport organisations have lately developed into an im-
portant factor of the proletarian united front.. Thousands of
athletes have united in an illegal organisation and declared their
agreement with revolutionary principles. Therefore the Pa:rty
Congress dealt exhaustively with the question of sport organisa-
tions and -decided to support the worker athletes and wor}cer
sportsmen in every way in the reconstruction of their organisa-
tions and propagate among them the idea of ‘unity of action.

" Organisational Tasks
The Cbmrﬁunisf, Party of Austria, which since the Ffabruary
fights has developed from & small Party into a’ force which em-
braces and leads the masses, is faced with tremendous organisa-

tional tasks. Tens of thousands of workers display great sym-
pathy for the Party. This sympathy will develop into firm con-
fidence if the Party overcomes all its organisational shortcomings
and weaknesses in persistent work. Therefore the Party Congress
devoted particular attention to the organisational questions. The
excellens report of the organisational secretary on the organisa-
tional tasks of the Party was follawed by a discussion in which the
self-criticism by the delegates found expression. It was empha-
sised that the recruiting of new members must not proceed along
the line of least resistance; the Parly must concenirate on the
factories and must base itself on the factory cells. The lower
organisations and the factory cells must be trained to become more
independent; they must not wait for directives from above; they
must react rapidly and independently to local events. The factory
cell is the Party organisation in the factory; to the extent that it
wins the confidence of the workers, the influence of the Party will
increase. Everybody must take to heart the words uttered by
Comrade Koplenig in his report: ‘

“We - hate blind obedience, we expect that every Party
comrade shall openly express his opinion. But strictest dis-
cipline is necessary within the limits of the Party programme.
Everybody who has chosen the path of the Party, the path

..of the proletarian revolution, must as a soldier of the revolu-
tion subordinate himself to the Party and it$ laws.”

The Standard of Victory

The Party Congress also dealt with the question of the Youth,
the allies of the working class among the peasantry and the petty
bourgeoisie, the training of the Party comrades and agitation. The
Party Congress formulated the results of the discussion il a
number of appeals and resolutions. Two days of thorough discus-
sion, and what a wealth of proletarian experience, recognition and
fighting energies are the result; More than half of the delegates
were attending a Communist Party Congress for the first time.
They have returned to their comrades in the happy and proud
consciousness “ That is our Party, flesh of our flesh and spirit of
our spirit!” One of the “young” Party comrades made the
following statement during the discussion :— '

“At this Party Congress two things were a disappointment
for me—the report of Comrade Koplenig and the level of the
discussion. Yes, comrades, a disappointment, but the finest
and most agreeable disappointment I ever. experienced. In
the old social democracy we were told a lot of bad things about
Koplenig. And to-day I have seen and heard Koplenig for
the first time. I now realise: this worker, this proletarian is a
genuine leader of the proletariat, a man in whom I have the
greatest .confidence. And the discussion—I have taken part in
many discussions in the social-democratic party, but never
were our discussions carried out with such earnestness, such
frankness and such a feeling of responsibility. I now realise
that we were perfectly correct when we decided to join the
Communist Party.”

This is what all former social democrats experienced at this
Party Conference: it is our Party; we shall grow through it and it
will grow through us. It will il us with its strength and we shall
make it great with our strength. It will give us the flag of vic-
tory, and we shall carry the flag of victory at the head of the
working class. Not at any moment was there any antagonism
between the “old” and the “young” party members. There was
only a great fighting unity, the amalgamation in an indestructible.
monolithic bloc of the Communist Party. The strength, the deter-
mination, the readiness to fight of each single one was multiplied
and charged with revolutionary energy. We can be convinced,
therefore, that tremeridous energies will proceed from this Party
Congress; that with this Party Congress there has commenced a
new, victorious period of the Communist Party of Austria and of
the Austrian working class. .

: - Workers’ Conference for Thaelmann and: _Rakosi
Prague, October 5.

A workers’ conference in Dablice, near Prague, attended by
representatives from all surrounding municipalities, resolved to
send- protests to the German and Hungarian Embassies, demand-
ing the immediate release of Thaelmann and Rakosi.
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Proletarian Commemoration Days

The Birth of the First Interﬁational

By Karl Radek

Seventy years hava passed since the day when the First Inter-
national Workingmen’s Association was founded at a public
meeting, which was attended mainly by French and English
workers The occasion for the founding of the International was
provided by the protest movement of the French and English
proletariat against the suppression of the Polish insurrection in
1863, and the movement for the organising of assistance for the
textile- workers- who suffered from the cotton crisis arising from
the American Civil War. But this was only the outward occasion.

The reason. for the founding of the International Working-
men’s Association was a deeper onie. The crisis of the years 1857
and 1858, which put.an end to the boom following the’discovery of
gold in California and forming the basis of the counter-revolution,
brought into movement the working masses who had been crushed
in the year 1849. In spite of the repressive police regime of
Napoleon III, in spite of the split-up character- of the British
Labour Movement, caused by the deelirie of chartism. in spite of
the fact that in Germany theére existed oxly individual groups
which had remained faithful to the ideas of the Communist
League, the Labour Movement again raised its head.

‘The capitalist world was passing not.only through an economic,
but also a political crisis. In Western Europe the question of the
national unity of Germany and Italy was on the order of the day.
In Eastern Europe' Tsarism, which had been shaken by the
Crimean War, was seeking for means to adapt itself to rising
Russian capitalism. In America the war between the capitalist North
and the slave-owning South was being prepared. 'The conflicts of
the capitalist world, together with the misery called forth by the
economic crisis, began to rouse :the workers from the torpor into
which they had fallen since the defeat of 1849.

Marx immediately grasped the historical importance of the
confused tendencies to create an international association of
workers, which became apparent. among the English- and French
workers. These tendencies were represénted by people who had
nothing in common :with modern Communism, as it had been
created and founded by Marx before the revolution of 1848. The
initiative for founding the International Workingmen’s Associa-
tion in England was taken by the trade unionists who, out of fear
of the competition of cheap labour attempted to get into contact
with workers of the Cogtinent and Humanists from the bourgeois
intelligentzia who were sympathetic to Labour. The representa-
tives of the French workers were for the most part Proudhonists,
who aimed at saving the working class without a political fight
and rejected the idea of the revolutionary seizure of power. The
1talian advocates of an international association still followed in
the wake of the petty-bourgeois national movement, led by
Mazzini. In Germany a struggle was proceeding in the Labour
Movement between the followers of Lassalle, who were endeavour-
ing to make use, in an opportunist manner, of the fight between
the Liberals and the Bismarck government, and the workers who
followed in the wake of the Liberal bourgeoisie. Bismarck was
1:0t averse to the unification of Germany under the leadership of
the Junker government in order to win the sympathy of the
working class.

Marx perceived that after a long period of calm a new wave of
the workers’ movement was rising. He took part in the most
energetic manner in the first attempt to create an International,
in order, supported by the revolutionary tendencies of the working
class which had increased numerically and becoming industrialised,
to lead it forwards. When Marx, ‘before the revolution of 1848,
founded the Communist League and unfolded the banner of
sncialist revolution, he reckoned on a rapid development of the
democratic revolutionary movement into the socialist revolution
and endeavoured to create a basis for the revolutionary move-
ments of the proletariat. He could not commence with the.un-
folding of a completely worked-out proletarian programme and the
creation of a Communist Party. He did not leave out of sight the
possibility of revolutionary events in the near future. Neverthe-
less, he had to proceed from the fact that the ruling classes, for
the time being, “had prospects of solving those tasks which the
revolution of 1848 had not solved. He had to reckon. with the

slowing down of the pace of development, and therefore his main
task consisted in separating the workers’ movement from the bour-
geois democratic movement and overcoming those ideologies which
prevented the proletariat from coming forward independently on
the basis of this workers’ movement.

“Uniting the Labour Movement of various countries,
striving to direct into the channel of -united activities the
various forms. of the non-proletarian, pre-Marxist socialism
(Mazzini, Proudhon, Bakunin, Liberal trade unionism in Eng-
land, Lassallean Right vacillations in' Germany, ete.), fighting
against the theories of all these sects and schools, Marx
hammered out the commeon tactics of the proletarian struggle
of the working class—one and the same in the various coun-
tries.” (The emphasm m this -and the followmg quotatlons is
mine—K. R.)

That is:how Lenin, in his little work The Teachlngs of Karl
Marx, defined the line of procedure of the founder of modern
Communism at the inception of the First International.

~In the Inaugural Address drawn up by Marx on the occasion
of the founding of the First International, we clearly see this
tactical line. of rallying the forces of the proletariat. Marx gives
at the commeneement an exact picture of the worsening situation
of the proletariat, basing his statements on official documents and
on facts which no worker could deny. From these facts he draws
the fundamental conclusion:—

“ Everywhere the broad masses of the working elass have
sunk deeper, at least to the same extent to:which the classes
which stand higher than they have climbed up the social
ladder. Neither the perfecting of machinery, nor the applica-
tion of science to production, neither inventions in the sphere
of means of communication nor new colonies, neither emigra-
tion nor new markets, neither free trade nor all this taken
together will abolish the misery of the toiling masses. On the
present faulty basis every further development of the pro-
ductive forces of labour must intensify the social contradictions
and sharpen the social antagenisms.”

This thesis should later cause the class-conscious workers to
arrive at the conclusion of the necessity of the proletarian revolu-
tion. But Marx did not hurry with this conclusion. He turned to
those forms of the Labour Movement which were most wide-
spread in England at that time and had called forth great hopes
among a part of the working class of Germany and of France.
This was the Co-operative Movement, which embraced millions in
England, which in France was supported by the Proudhonists,
which in Germany had been declared by the followers of Lassalle
to be the chief means for the emancipation of the working class.
Marx emphasised that the development of co-operative factories
had proved the possibility of production on modern lines without
capitalists, and this was “a considerable victory of the pelitical-
economy of Labour over the political-economy of property.” But
at the same time he pointed out to the workers that it is im-
possible to abolish capitalism by means of the Co-operative
Movement.

While calling upon the working class of the whole world to
combine their efforts and to create an international brotherhood
of the workers, he pointed out to the workers, precisely at the
moment of the founding of the First International, that they must
not confine themselves to the fight for improving:their own posi-
tion, for creating workers’ parties which would be capable of
fighting for power in the future. He called upon the working class
to interfere in the international policy of the bourgeoisie, which
i3 a means of enslaving the masses. He called upon them

“to make themselves familiar with the secrets of international

politics, to follow the diplomatic activity of their governments,

and where necessary to oppose it w1th all the means at their
disposal.”

Marx advocated that the proletariat shouId unite on the basis
of those principles which alone are capable of guaranteeing a real
union—on the basis of the principles of modern Communism.

If one follows the history of the activity of Marx in the First
International, the leadership. of ‘which he immediately took into
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his powerful hands, one perceives everywhere this cautious ap-
proach aiming at rallying the broadest possible masses of the
workers, combined with a fundamental ruthlessness which could
make concessions in words but never in principles. Whether it is
the agrarian question, the attitude to parliamentary elections, or
to revolt, the fight for power, Marx always fought all who en-
deavoured to drag the working class back or land it in the quag-
mire of Bakunist putchism, Proudhonist repudiation of politics, or
Lassallean bargaining with the Junker reaction. One can in a
certain sense describe these tactics of Marx as united front tactics.
While pursuing these tactics Marx never for a moment forgot
that the aim of these tactics should be to separate the proletariat
from the bourgeoisie, from petty-bourgeois tendencies and to weld
it into a force capable of waging the fight for power.

Whilst Marx was able to perceive the immediate interests of
the proletariat, whilst he passionately supported every strike of
the workers, at the same time, when circumstances demanded it,
he knew how to go over quickly from these peaceful means and
forms of the movement to revolutionary solutions. The war of
1871 produced the Paris Commune. Marx foresaw the defeat of
the Commune, but this did not prevent him, when the ruling
classes compelled the Paris workers to take up arms, not only
from standing at the side of the workers, but from supporting
the fight with great enthusiasm and -defending it before the whole
world.

Marx was able to see in the»Pans,_Commune, which was
calumniated by the bourgeoisie, the first step to the coming prole-
tarian world revolution. He attentively studied its experiences in
order to deliver them to the future generation. The importance
which this study of the first attempt of the proletariat to seize
power and the first brief experience the proletariat had after
seizing power, was shown by the socialist October revolution of
1917, in which the gifted scholar and follower of Marx, Lenin,
made Marx’s analysis of the lessons of the Commune one of the
main pillars of the strategy of the Russian and international
proletariat.

The first International fell because in many countries (Spain,
Ttaly, South France) the economic development had not yet
created the conditions for the rise of proletarian parties capable
of welding together the ranks of the proletariat, achieving new
positions and developing the forces for the coming fight for power.

The artisans, the lumpen-proletarian elements, which were
capable of outbreaks of despair but not of stubborn fight, went
over to Bakunin. Bakunin disintegrated the First International.
The savage persecution which raged against the working class of
France after the suppression of the Commune delivered blows to
the International not only in France. The Commune called forth
a panic within the bourgeoisie and a persecution of the Labour
Movement in all other countries.

- The opportunist elements who were at the head of the English
trade unions were intimidated by the bourgeois slanders and left
the International. The Labour Movement in Germany, which had
passed through the period of faction fights between the followers
of Lassalle and the Eisenach group, was not yet capable of taking
up the task of strengthening the International. The First Inter-
national proved to be an historical experiment.

: “This experiment could not be successful so long as the

socialist parties of the various countries were not welded to-

gether and consolidated, but the activity of the First Inter-

national rendered the workers’ movement in all countries a

great service and left traces behind it.” (Lenin: Collected

Works:)

The Franco-German war in 1871 became an hlsborlcal dividing
line. It brought to an end the period of the national-revolutionary,
bourgeois-democratic movement in Western Europe. At the same
time united Italy and united Germany arose. Capitalism con-
solidated itself, increased in extent by industrialising backward
countries. The- workers’ movement consolidated itself, workers’
parties arose, the proletariat organised itself on the basis of slogans
and tactics:which had been worked out by Marx.

Marx did not live to see the rise of the Second Internamonal
which aroused such -joyful hopes in his comrade in arms, Fried-
rich Engels, during whose lifetime the Second International to
some extent fulfilled its revolutionary task, even if already at that
time the opportunism of Vollmar, Brousse, Hyndman and others had
commenced to eat its way intoit.  The commencement of the epoch of
imperialism, which bred the labour aristocracy, and the labour
bureaucracy, led to the full growth of opportunism. The mass organis-
ations of the proletafiat which arose under the banner of the Second

International not only proved incapable of developing the revolu-
tionary tendencies of the proletariat, but in the hands of the
majority of the leaders of the Second International became the
best means of throttling these tendencies. And only the Bol-
shevik Party, which right from the first moment of its existence
fought against opportunism, by restoring, under the leadership of
Lenin, the real teachings of Marx and Engels, became a force
which was capable not only of taking up the fight against inter-
national imperialism, but also of taking on the task of organising
the Communist International. At the moment of the collapse of
the Second International, Lenin, in a letter written to Shlapnikov
on October 17, 1914, said:—

“One must exert every effort to uphold the just hatred of
the class-conscious workers for the hideous conduct of the
Germans, one must draw from this hatred political conclu-
sions against opportunism and against every concession to
opportunism. This is an international task. It devolves upon
us, there is nobody else. One cannot shirk it.” (Lenin: Col-
lected Works, volume XVIII, page 74.)

After the Bolsheviki, under Lenin’s leadership, had seized
power, they raised once again the flag of the International
Workingmen’s Association. At the time of the founding of the
Third International, Lenin wrote:—

“The First International laid the foundation of the prole-
tarian fight for socialism.

“ The Second International was an epoch of preparation of
the ground for a broad mass extension of the movement in a
number of countries.

“The Third International gathered the frults of the work
of the Second International, discarded its opportunist, social
chauvinist, bourgeois and petty-bourgeois rubbish, and com-
menced to realise the dictatorship of the proletariat. The
international association of parties which is leading the
revolutionary movement of the world, the movement of the
proletariat for the overthrow of the yoke of capital, has now a
basis which is firmer than any that ever existed before: some
Soviet Republics which embody oh an international scale the
dictatorship of the proletariat, its victory over capitalism.”
(Lenin: Collected Works.)

Fifteen years have passed since Lenin wrote these words. The
combined efforts of the international bourgeoisie succeeded in
overthrowing the Soviet Republics in Hungary, Bavaria and Fin-
land. But the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics exists as one of
the most powerful States in the world. With the help of the
dictatorship of the proletariat it has laid the foundation of
socialism, it is erecting the edifice of socialism, and it has created
a powerful Red Army for the protection of this great work of
construction. On the T0th anniversary of the founding of the
First International, which called upon the proletariat to penetrate
all the secrets of the foreign policy of the bourgeoisie, this inter-
national bourgeoisie, organised in the League of Nations, was
compelled to reckon with the strength of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics. In Asia, the Chinese Communists are at the
head of large Soviet territories and are leading .the emancipation
fight of millions of toilers. : The Communist International has
created in the whole world cadres of revolutionary workers who
have acquired, mastered the teachings of Marx and Lenin, who
have already acquired experience in the fight against the bour-
geoisie and against the social democracy—cadres of fighters who
are fighting unswervingly in face of the most savage terror.

And precisely because the rise of the Communist International
coincides with the commencement of the period of the proletarian
revolution, Lenin was able from the first moment of the activity
of the Comintern to unfurl the banner of Marxism-Leninism
and openly inscribe on it the slogans of civil war and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. These slogans immediately rallied round
them millions and millions of workers. Whilst Marx’s concern
was to rally the first detachments of the working class, Lenin’s
concern was to erect barriers against those opportunists who, in
order not to lose contact with the masses, were prepared to enter
the Communist International.

The four years of economic crisis which is developing on the
background of the post-war crisis of the capitalist system, the
bankruptcy of the social democracy, the victory of fascism in Ger-
many, the danger of a new imperialist world war, the building up
of socialism in the Soviet Union, the strength of the country which,
under the leadership of Stalin, is realising the teachings of Marx
and Lenin, all this makes the Comintern a great lighthouse for the
international working class and the colonial peoples.
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Soczahst Construction in the Soviet Umon

Kramatorsk

By L. F. Boross

I
“You are dreamers, you Russian gentlemen”
Kramatorsk, End of September.

We shall not forget that! That was the first big argument
against the proletarian revolution, that they can only destroy but
cannot build up. Heré in Kramétorsk, in the courtyard of the
largest machine construction plant in the world—in the factory
courtyard which with its gay flower beds, bushes and fountains
differs from the courtyards of capitalist barracks for workers just
as the free life 6f the creators of socialism differs from the life of
the wage slaves—precisely here we hdve to recall this argument.
We must not forget this for although this “argument” is no
Ionger the fashion, the capitalist press constantly invents new
“arguments” in its place which have the same relation to the
truth as that first argument has to the marvellous work in
Kramatorsk.

At the foot of the huge mountain of socialist creative force
which thé Soviet proletariat climbéd during the last five or six
years, the following comical scené took place:—

It was in 1929. A few Soviet engineers and proletarian leaders
of industry went to Germany in order to draw German specialists
in to consult on the work of designing the Kramatorsk machine
construction plant. At one of these consultations the well-known
chief of one of the largest German machine building plants
declared:—

“My Russian gentlemen! I know all the ¢lassical litera-
ture of Europé. But still I have never read a more entertain-
ing tale than your Five-Year Plan. I showed you niy factory
only because I am convinced that you, gertlemen, afe wonder-
ful dreamers and will never be ablé to imitsdte in a practical
way what I have created.”

At that time there was only a small windmill on the spot
where the new factory was to be built. Right around it there were
a few hectares of potato fields and the rest was neglected meadow-
land. Cows made thémselves at home in the wild grass and openly
showed their lack of desire to bé dfiven away from the meadow
wheti the spaceé was needed for a meeting of the workers of the old
Kramatotsk factories (a foundry, an cut-of-date machine factory
which Had already beer rénewed, a cement factory). At this meet-
ing the projeet of thé new immense plant was placed before the
miass of the workers.

Many workets asked to speak. Among them was Morosov, an
old steel worker. He did not know the éntire classical literature of
Europe, but he knew the power of his class, he knew what they
could do whent they had at their hiedd a party like the Bolshevik
Party. And he gave an entirely differerit opinion of the whole
project than the léarned director in Berlih:—

“Every Bolshévik word--sald the old man in closing his
speech—is a political document. If the Bolshetiks say that we
can build this plant, then all talk must cease, for we shall
baild it:”

Anhd they have built it, the shock brigaders of Kramashstroi
(Kramatorsk Machine Construction)!

They not only had the doubts of the learned capitalists abroad
against them but also the active resistance and secret sabotage of
various old Russian specialists who were connected with imperialist
governments and general staffs.

At the famous trial against the members of the so-called
“Industrial Party,” one of the accused, Prof. Charnovsky,
declared :— ) )

“The construction of machine building factories, especially
the plant at Kramatorsk, was also hindered (through the
activity of the wreckers) so that machine construction could
not fulfil the demands of the iron and steel industry and in
order to hamper the development of these branches of industry
which are necessary for the rapid economic advance of the
country and for strengthening its defensive capacity.”

Through various machinations, thé puilding of Kramatorsk
was to be delayed for two yedrs. Thé wréckérs hoped that in the
meantime the imperialists would begin a military attack upon the
Soviet Union.

All these representatives of the old world believed in their
superiority, believed that the world would have to go undef if the
méasses of the workers would no longer slave their lives away for
the fine gentlemen and capitalist exploitérs, would no longer
drudge so a8 to fill their coffers of profit. They confused the
decline of capitalism with the decline of the world.

The world did not go under. The world i being reborn. The
first thirteen vast departments of the Kramatorsk plart and the
165 completed blocks of houses in thé hew socialist town which
sutround it stand proudly oni the spot where only a few years ago
stood a small, abandoned windmill on neglected meadowland.

I1-—Magnitude

It is only with difficulty that one ean coneeive of the size and
the significance of this immetise plant, “the Stalih Maehine Con=
struetion Plant in Kramatorsk.” Perfhaps the following figures
will at least give a slight idea of the sige of this plarnt.

A perfeetly straight avenue, one and a half kilometres long,
with a few parallel and cross streets and immense works on both
sides embedded in about 7,000 square metres of flower beds-=-this
is the outward picture of the plant. It occupies a surface of 160
heectares—the buildings alene ocecupy 120 hectares. It is the
surface of a middle-sized estate, upon the fields of which grow not
wheat or rye, but iron and cement construetions.

The pride of the plant is the steel foundry. We ¢an get an
idea of its size if we compare its output with other similar works:
Whien fully occupied, Kfupp produced 24,000 tons of c¢astings
annually. The output of the steel foundry at the Sverdiovsk
“Uralmash,” which was completed last year, amounts to 25,000
tons of castings; the largest American steel foundry can produce
35,000 tons, and the foundry of the Kramatorsk plant has a
capacity of 43,000 tons of castings.

Thirteen largeé shops, includihg three machine shops, two iron
foundries, the steel fouhdry, a maéhine assembling départment, a
blagksmith shop, a pattern-making shop and othier departrhents
have been completed up to the present. Two hundred thousand
cubic meties of reinforced concrete, 50 million bricks, 28,600 toiis of
iron construdtion, 2,300,000 cubic metres of excavation work were
required for the shops that have already been completed.
173,000 car-loads of building materials were ¢onveyed to the site,
and besides that, 9,000 car-loads of local building materials were
useéd in & rationial way so as not to overburden transpott. In order
to get an idea of this mass of building materials, we can visualise
ten freight trains, with 40 to 50 cars each, rolling in every day for
a whole year.

The cost of the construction up to the present amounts to
230 million roubles, and the rest of the construction will still re-
quire a further 200 million. Up to the present a round sum of
8,700,000 working days have been used in building the plant. With
the 7-hour day this amounts to 61,000,000 working hours. Looked
at from the point of view of a foreign unemployed worker; this
means a year’s work for 30,000 workers. One-third of the building
work was done in severely cold weather.

Up to the present 25,000 trees and 11,000 bushes have been
planted in the “factory courtyard,” end by the end of autumn a
further 8,000 trees will be planted. But the main work of the
“greenery department” is to be found at the outskirts of the
plant, where 100,000 trees are being planted this year in order to
surround the works with a green wali of protection against dust.

The second unit of the plant, the consfruction of which is also
already advanced and which is to be completed in about a year
and & half, comprises, among other things, two immense stampmg
qhops, a second blacksmith shop, a power house with a capacmy of
65,000 kilowatts, a fourth machine shop, etc. Most of the similat
piants in Europe and America do not have thezr own foupdries, nor
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their own stamping shops. The Kramatorsk plant shows un-
exampled unity in the process of production.

The total annual capacity of the Kramatorsk plant is as
follows:

6 sets of blast furnace equipment.

30 sets of open hearth furnace equipment.
3 blooming mills,

16 rolling mills.

16 air compressors for blast furnaces.
Cranes lifting 20,000 tons.

2,600 tons of coking oven equipment, etc.

What do these figures signify?

Kramatorsk alone can cover half of the equipment require-
ments of the iron and steel industry of the Soviet Union.

The Magnitogorsk iron and steel plant is the pride of the
industrial construction of the Soviet Union. Magnitostroi serves
as a model with which to compare anything that is immense and
beautiful. Thus, for example. the aim of Soviet writers is to
create a “Magnitostroi of literature,” that is, a work that in
beauty and completeness of technique will be similar to the Mag-
nitogorsk plant. Now the Kramatorsk plant can every year equip
an entirely new Magnitogorsk. This is perhaps the most char-
acteristic way of showing the capacity and the magnitude of the
new plant.

Together with the Ural machine plant, Kramatorsk can cover
75 per cent.' of the entire equipment requirements of the Soviet
iron and steel industry. If in addition to that one takes into
consideration the smaller factories of this type, then the con-
struction of Kramatorsk signifies the following: Soviet industry
has essentially become completely independent of capitalist
economy.

That of course does not mean an abandonment of the ad-
vantages of an international exchange of goods. But it does mean
that every attempt of the imperialist bourgeoisie to use trade re-
lations as a weapon against the Soviet Union is doomed to failure
in advance. No economic blockade, no economic war can from
riow on seriously endanger the construction of socialism. The new
plant also denotes a tremendous increase in the ability of the
Soviet Union to defend itself, and with that a great strengthening
of the positions of the proletariat in the international class
struggle.

The following case gives a small example as to how the in-
dustrial independence of the Soviet Union is to be understood.
The urgent setting up of a portal crane, with a lifting capacity of
150 toms, is required for the building of the Volga-Don Canal.
The Soviet Union wanted to place an order with a foreign firm
for the first of these immense cranes. But as this firm was
apparently of the opinion that the new Soviet industry would be
unable to manufacture such a complicated machine, it demanded
the enormous sum of 200,000 gold marks for the designing alone.
The Soviet Union did not want to place the order on that basis
and gave the order for the crane to the new Kramatorsk plant.
So we see that it is not a question of autarchy, not a question of
national aloftness when wé speak of the independence of Soviet
industry, but a question of a very powerful position in the de-
velopment of international economic relations, a powerful position,
as a result of which the capitalist suppliers of the Soviet Union
cannot dictate conditions.

There is still one more factor which is characteristic for the
new plant. There is neitber mass nor standardised production,
but exclusively the individual production of hundreds of thou-
sands of machine parts weighing from a kilogramme to three
hundred tons each. The greatest difficulty which the factory has
to overcome lies in supplying this complicated production with
appropriately skilled workers. There are no unemployed in the
Soviet Union, and still less is there a surplus of skilled workers.
Consequently, there is schooling, uninterrupted training, beginning
with the factory courses and ending with the technical school for
machine construction which trains engineers for the new plant.

With the same enthusiasm with which the marvellous
technical works at Kramatorsk were built, the workers of the
plant are now mastering the new technique. And they are doing
it successfully in June they succeeded for the first time in com-
pletely fulfilling the very tense plan of production. ‘The official
opening of the plant is therefore not the beginning of work—
some of the shops have already been working for a year. It does
not only mean that the plant is ready for work but it also means

that its workers and engineers are ready for work and are capable
of doing this work,

IIL.—From the History of the Origin of the Socialist Plant

In the new large machine construction plant there is a special
‘“ editorial board for the history of the plant.”

Let us just turn the pages of the “chronicle of the struggles
and the victory ” of the immense Kramatorsk plant, for a while.
Between the first two entries there is a long period of eleven
years.

December 24, 1918.—Kramatorsk is in the claws of the White
bands of the Cossack General Krasnov. On the morning after an
extremely cold night the Red Partisans appear from the village of
Rajgorod beyond the windmill (the only building which there
was at that time in the part of Kramatorsk where the immense
buildings of the new plant and the hundreds of houses of the
new socialist city now stand). 1In the shade of the windmill
Velitchko, the Commander of the Partisans (a peasant from Raj-
gorod), gathers his troops and puts before them the question:
What now? There are 79 of us and the enemy is 250 strong. The
Partisans raise their weapons as a sign that they are in favour
of an attack. In unevenly matched battles thirteen Partisans
fell under the machine-gun fire of the enemy. But the Red
Partisans did not surrender, and after a vigorous attack they beat
the whites back towards the South.

Eleven years later:—

October 3, 1929.—“ A meeting of 4,000 people at the same wind-
mill. The shock brigaders of the steel works, the cement factory
and the old machine factory appeared so as to lay the foundation
stone of the new plant.”

At that time the preparatory work proceeded more slowly than
the workers had hoped it would. They soon learned the reason
for this:—

November 14, 1930.—*“The newspapers publish the indictment in
the case of the wrecking organisation of the so-called Industrial
Party. Theevidence given by Professor Charnovsky that the construc-
tion of the Kramatorsk plant was to have been postponed by the
wreckers for two years called forth intense indignation among
the building workers. In large masses they decided to reply to the
machinations of the class enemy by pledging themselves not to
change their place of work until the end of the First Five-Year
Plan.”

The idea behind this decision must have been difficult for the
workers in the capitalist countries to understand. There, it does
not depend upon the workers as to how long they work at any
particular place; they wark as long as the employers do not throw
them out on the streets. In the Soviet Union, where there is no
unemployment, the workers have the possibility of choosing be-
tween various places of work and of changing their place of work
at any time. Young workers, especially those who have but
recently come from the villages and are not yet firmly linked up
with their factory, often utilise this opportunity. But this frequent
changing of jobs does a great deal of harm to production; it dis-
organises it and a struggle is therefore being carried on against the
evil of the fluctuation of workers, through a corresponding wage
policy which favours those who work for a considerable period in.
the same factory and.through the voluntary decisions of the
workers themselves.

However, not only the building workers, but also the workers
of the whole town and its environs, reacted very energetically to
the activity of the wreckers.. They came to the aid of the build-
ing workers in numercus “subotniks” (voluntary work in the
evening or on free days). In the chronicle, among other t’.hlngs,
we find the following regarding these “subotniks”:

March 30, 1931.—“Two thousand people turned up to-day for
the voluntary ‘labour campaign’ During the past twenty days
11,000 workers, employees, housewives and collective farmers par-
ticipated in the campaign. They did 7,000 cubic metres of excava-
tion work, moved 10,000 tons of building materials to the building
site, ete.”

April 20, 1931.—“ At five o’clock in the evening, after work,
1,200 Y.C.L.ers turned up for voluntary work. . . .”

July 21, 1931.—“Five hundred Red Army men arrived from
the division of N. . They worked for two weeks on the excava-
tion and concrete work and showed the bulldmg workers splendid
examples of comradely co-operation.”
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August 16, 1931.—“The workers of the Steel foundry asked
for the organisation of a new campaign. ... 6,895 people took
part in voluntary work in the course of the ten-day campaign.”

On September 4, 450 Red Army men came again. In October
there were again campaign weeks, with 6,189 participants, and so
it continued. Collective farmers came from the neighbouring
districts in order to help along in building the plant and, vice
versa, on July 25, 1933, for instance, 448 workers went to the col-
lective farms, on instructions from the whole body of workers, so
as to help along with the harvest for a month.

At the same time socialist competition was developing on all
the building sites. As to what effect this competition had upon
increasing the work done and upon the training of unskilled forces
for accurate work can be seen from the following records:—

The brigade of concrete mixers, led by the Ukrainian worker
Tkatchenko, made 90 mixings of about } cubic metre each with
the Kaiser Concrete Matchine in one shift on May 20, 1931. On
May 28 the brigade of the Tartar Jevlitchajev made 130 mixings.
On June 8 the same brigade made 212 mixings. Then a so-called
“towing ” brigade, under the leadership of the Y.C.L.er Movlov,
came from Kharkov, from the tractor plant. Under its influence
the work of Jevlitchajev brigade increased to 240 mixings on June
10, while Movlov’s brigade of young workers made 672 mixings,
and on July 5 it made the world record of 1,166 mixings. Then
all the three shifts made a total of 3,200 mixings, i.e., 800 cubic
metres, on November 15.

What is recorded on October 26, 1932, is interesting:
“Yakov, Pavlovitch, Velitchko, the leader of the group of Partisans
composed of peasants from Rajgorod which had driven the Whites
out of Kramatorsk in December, 1918, came to work at the plant.
He was appointed assistant building chief of the steel foundry.”

November 7, 1932.—“ The whistle of the new factory sounds
for the first time. It calls the workers to the demonstration on
the occasion of the fifteenth anniversary of the October Revolu-
tion.”

Then we find records of a different sort:—

May 6, 1933.—A group of well-known writers from Moscow and
Kharkov, such as Vera Inber, Vsevolod Ivanov, Kirilenko,
Lugovskoy and others, came to Kramatorsk in order to read from
their works to the building workers and the workers of the already
completed shops.

August 5, 1934.—The Chelyuskin heroes, Bobrov, Reschetnikov,
Molokov and Pogosov, report to the workers of Krammachstroy
on the Chelyuskin expedition and their rescue.

The extent to which the entire working class of the town
participated in the building of their plant can be seen most strik-
ingly in the fact that from the beginning of the construction
work alone up to the fifteenth anniversary of the October Revolu-
tion (November, 1932) 80,000 voluntary working days had been
given. And to-day we also see: Almost every day about three or
four o’clock in the afternoon, after the first shift has ended,

workers appear in the courtyard of the factory or in the town

itself to do various kinds of work for which there are not sufficient
workers. There is so much to be done in also bringing the old
parts of the town of Kramatorsk into a condition that will be
worthy of the new plant. On rest days or on the evenings of
working days the workers come along and simply help voluntarily.
One is reminded of how some workers in the capitalist countries
who have a small garden put in their free hours in order to plant
flowers or vegetables in this garden. They sacrifice their free
time, their glass of beer, in order to cultivate their small gardens
-—perhaps that is the only thing that belongs to them. If one
pictures to oneself that here it is not a question of small gardens
(although the workers of Kramatorsk also have their small
gardens), but of large factories, that here it is a question of such
immense plants like Krammachstroy, which belongs to the work-
ing class and only to the working class, only then can one really
understand the pride of possession which the Kramatorsk workers
feel and their readiness to give up their leisure. One can then under-
stand their readiness to beautify their property, to develop their
property in the only country where the working class has become
the possessing class.

In order to avoid misunderstandings we want to state that
in the town of Kramatorsk 23,000 workers’ families, which is by
far more than half of all the workers there, already have their
own vegetable gardens, the land which was placed at their dis-
posal by the proletarian State, free of charge. :

Mitshurinsk

Do you know the most interesting towns in the Soviet Union?
Ten years ago it was comparatively easy to answer this question.
In most cases the person addressed would have replied: “ Of course
I know them. I know Moscow, Leningrad, Tiflis; I know Baku,
Odessa, Kiev.” And then the names of a few more towns would
have followed, according to the person asked: Novgorod or
Uglitsch if we were speaking to artists, Yalta and Suchum if we
were speaking to enthusiasts of the Southern sun. A few more
towns and the list would have been exhausted.

. And anybody would have been surprised if we had followed up
with the question: Do you know Koslov? Have you ever heen
there?

“Koslov? That tiresome and dirty little one-eyed town,
where the foxes bid each other good-night? There is nothing to
take me there. Koslov is a place for flour dealers and railwaymen,
whose business takes them there, but for nobody else.”

I thought of this quite recent past whilst sitting in the train
on the way to Koslov on September 19. But no, this is inaccurate.
The train was not going to Koslov, but to Mitshurinsk, as the place
is now called. We were guests invited to take part in the 60th
anniversary celebrations of the scientific activities of Mitshurin.

Unending plains. No forest, no grove, nothing all around but
the mown fields. We are in the middle of the fertile Black Earth
District, where every rod of ground is cultivated. In the midst of
the great plain there is a smart-looking, clean, medium-sized rail-
way station with a comfortable waiting-room. An inscription,
simple and impressive, gives the greeting to Mitshurin, and his
motto—one which we shall find in many places later on—*“We
need not expect favours from Nature; we must wring her gifts
from her.”

We leave the station and drive into the town. The impression
of cleanliness continues. White houses, clean streets, and the
autumn sun shining on the crowds which have gathered in the
streets since early morning. September 20 has been declared a
holiday, and the whole population of the town is out walking and
looking at the visitors. Among the guests are the People’s Com-
missars for Agriculture, the heads of the district Party organisa-
tions and of the Soviet authorities, academicians, journalists,
Mitshurin’s followers old and young, peasants and pioneers, come
from far and near to attend these celebrations. An old American,
the 7T0-year-old Professor Hansen, welcomes us, and says: “I am
very pleased that on my seventh visit to the Soviet Union I am
able to attend these festivities.”

We put endless questions: “ What is that beautiful building? ”
—“The Mitshurin Institute.” “What is the old monastery being
used for? "—“That is the Mitshurin Exhibition.” *‘Where does
this road lead to? "—“To the Mitshurin orchard.” * Where do
all these trees come from, giving the whole town such a pleasant
framework? "—* Mitshurin’s town has to be made green and
pleasant! ”

The window of the bookshop is full of books. Academic
editions of Mitshurin’s works in the magnificent binding of the
state publishing office, then a popular pamphlet: “How should a
Mitshurin fruit-growers’ circle work? ” Biographies of Mitshurin
and the like fill the whole window. The town does not bear this
name for nothing.

But who is Mitshurin? Who is this octogenarian, whose clever
and austere face looks out at us from that window? His life is one
characteristic of our history. The son of a railwayman, himself a
railwayman, he has spent his whole life in Koslov, his native town.
Long before the revolution he commenced to take an interest in
fruit-growing. A small piece of ground which he confrived to buy
with his savings was devoted to the growing of fruit trees. He has
given 60 years of scientific work to the problems of fruit-growing.

The tsarist government showed no understanding for the
modest scientist. And up to his 63rd year he was faced with the
constant danger of having his life’s work destroyed. He had set
himself the life task of transplanting fruit trees to the North, that
the broad masses of the people might have fruit even in the
Northern regions. The ruling class took little interest in this
problem. Mitshurin endeavoured to produce new varieties of fruit
trees by crossing the Southern plants with the most Northern
represenfatives of their kind. He crossed a wild Siberian apricot,
growing in the mountains at the altitude of Edelweiss, with the
large-fruited apricot of the South, and obtained a hybrid which
could stand the cold. By means of these crossing methods he
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succeeded in growing grapes out of doors in Mitshurinsk, wherel

the temperature runs down to 35 degrees of frost in winter.
Mitshurin’s vinés can stand these winters. :

Mitshurin’s tHeory was thus brilliantly proved, but he met with
Vielent resistance from the Church. (What God hath put asunder
léf no man join.)

Theé tzarist ministry of agriculture took no notice whatever 6%

tshuriti. Fhe rieh had their fruits from the Crimesa, and that
sufficed. The United States recognised Mitshurin’s value, how-

éver, and-béfore the revohition he had already received an invita-

tion to go and settle in America. He refused, however, and worked
A leneliness and disappointment until the time of the revolution.
Though alréady 68 years of age, Mitshurin grasped that a new
world had risen. He went at once to the village Soviet and placed
hiniself at its disposal.

But the young Soviet republic had ro time for fruit-growing
during the first years of its existence.

But after the civil war was ended, Lenin sent a telegram to
Koslov in 1921, stressing the importance of the new plants. Com-
rade Kalinin came personally to Koslov, and the town became the
centre of scientific fruit-growing. The Soviet government placed
every required equipment at the disposal of the aged scientist. He
needed nothing for himself personally, he remained in his little
wooden house, his way of living remains as simple as ever, his days
and nights are devoted to his work.

_ His dream is being fulfilled. He hlmselﬁ, in a speech to the fruit
and vegetable growers, stated :—

: “ The magnificent successes of socialist construction have
enabled the workers of our country to put into actual prac-
tice the slogan issued by Comrade Btalin with regard to pros-

. perous and cultural lives.

“ Daily and hourly I receive proofs, in the visits and letters
from workers from the works and factories, the mines and the
railways, that the urge for culture finds expression not only in
the desire for a good beok, good clethes, wholesome and ampile
food; but in the love of flowers, and of flower and fruit
gardens.”

“The workers decorate the secialist towns which they
have ereated, giving them parks, flower-beds reproducing the
pictures of the great leaders and builders-up of socialism,
artistically created from the most carefully selected plants and
flowers: The collective peasants lay out enormous colleetive
gardens, orchards, with bee-hives, and bring flowers into our
houses.” )

“ Five years more and the towns and villages now exposed
to the burning rays of the sun will be interspersed with parks,
flower-beds, and gardens. All this will render the climate

- milder, purify the air, fill it with the song of birds, and will
teach the great masses of the people to recognise that the
plant is the friend of man.”

In Mitshurin’s garden there are many wonders to be seen:
Tech#s raspbefries, with berries sévén centimétres long and four
centimetres wide. Mitshurin has cultivated a nwumbér of bushes
capable of supporting the protective snow covering. There is, for
instance, a low cherry tige, With widely rarified branches, holding
the snow exeellently, and at the saine time éxtremely fruitfal. The
experimental garden in which Mitshurin works is si¥ hectdres in
area. This is the pivot on which everything turns. Who are the
workers in these many-sided scientific undertakings? The revolus
tion has given Mitshurin a great following of disciples and
students. The students have to carry out the most complicated
seientific work, and at the same time the sinmiplest household work.
Every day peasants and workers arrive from all parts of the Soviet
Union. Everyone is received. Everyone ig$ furnished with the
plants he requires. They return to their homes, plant Mitshurin’s
fruit trees. In the Soviet Union there are already 22 experimténtal
stations, each of which gathers around it further smaller fruite
growing enterprises. These continue the work, Thesé scientific
institutions are all in clesest contaet with foreigh c¢ountries.
In Mitshurinsk there is a special office maintaining contact
with abroad. This office corresponds with 236 experts in 21
different ecountries! The man at the head of this office is
an Austrian, a fruit-grower, Comrade Mildner, who came to
Mlt,shurmsk as a wanderer, without party, came under the magic
spell of the vast revolutionary changes and remainéd here. He
had-a difficult time at first. There was no proper-accominodation,
food was poor and scanty. His wife and child found it dificylt to

aceustorn themselves to the severe winter. Now, after three years,
he proudly shows us his three-roomed dwelling, his collective- vege~
table garden, his allotment garden; he is freed from all daily cares,
and devotes himself with eager enthusiasm to his seientific work.

- Asoeording to the second Five-Year Plan, three and a half mil-
lion Hectares are to be planted with fruit trees. Without the new
varietibs ereated by Mitshurin this would be impossible, for there
is not 80 much fallow land in the South. But now millions of hee-
tates of Northern land too can be used for fruit-growing. These
millions of hectares will supply us—and above all our children—
with: fruit. - Our children, the new generation, are the greatest
adhierents of the new fruit cultivation.

The school-children of the villages of Argamakov in the Cenfral
Volga district, of the village of Darreyevichi in the Starodubsk
distriet, the children of the numerous villages of the Autonomous
Chuvash distriet, of North Caucasia, of the Ukraime, of distant
Siberia, are organising circles in which they study the achieve-
ments of the model gardens of Mitshurinsk. They plant experi-.
mental gardens of their own, carry on correspondence with
Mitshurin, and undertake excursions to him, though in many cases
they have to travel thousands of kilometres. This new generation,
devoting itself to fruit-growing in eorder to make life pleasanter
and healthier, shows that every scientific discovery meets with
a great response in the land of socialism. The future of science is
secure only under socialism.

Our stay in Mitshurinsk has brought us further proof of this.

The Week in the Soviet Union

The Grain Delivery Campaign

Up to Getober 5 thirteen Republies and regions had concluded
théir grain deliveries according to plan and fulfilled their obliga-
tions towards the State. Thousands of collective farms and
whole regions were able to place grain on the collective farm
market aftér having delivered their quota of grain to the State
and put aside grain for sowing and reserve fund purposes. These
successes of the leading districts are a stimulus and example to
the more backward districts like Western Siberia, Eiastern Siberia,
the Cheljabinsk district.

In regard to the Cheljabinsk district, the Council of People’s
Commiissars and the C.C. of the Communist Party adopted a
special decision calling upon the responsible organs to organise
work better in this distriet. If the backward districts follow the
tempo of the leading districts, the grain deliveries will be con-
cluded throughout the whole of the Soviet Union in the shortest
possible time.

Directives for the Soviet Elections

The Soviet press published on October 5 the directives for
the Soviet elections of the R.8.F.SR. Of particular interest are
the clauses fixing the constituencies and on the election commis-
sions. The directives provide the broadest representation of the
trade unions and of the working men and women, of the eollective
peasants and peasant women, as well as of the national minorities
in the election commissions, which are vonducting the whole elec-
tion campaign, beginning with the central commission right down
to the district and village commissions. In accordance with the
Constitution of the R.S.F.8.R., all citizens have the franchise who
earn their living by productive or social useful work, as well as all
these who are engaged in domestic work, who thereby enhable
other persons to perform productive work, further the members
of the Red Army and the Red Navy, as well as all persons coming
under the above categories who have lost their capatity to work.
Persons who are not subjects of the F.S.F.8.R,, citizens from other
Soviet Republics and foreigners who are working in the R.SF.8.R.,
also have the right to veote and stand for election, as also all
peasants who do not employ wage labour. The {franchise is
granted from the age of 18. Already at the last elections foreign
workers were elected as Soviet delegates in Moscow and Leningrad
and other towns of the R.S.F.S8.R. and other Soviet Republics.

Developntent of the Production of Electricity for Heating Purposes

In addition to the progressive electrification of transport and
the development of the electricity supply to the factories, the out-
put of electricity for heating dwelling houses is increasing. Dur-
frig . the year 1932, 20:4 million roubles were invested in electric
power works for heating putrposes in Moscow alone.

Grest. progress Has beent made in this sphere ifi Leningrad.
Ten yests ago, when an éléctric heafing system was set up for
the first time, the length of thé cables was 150 metres and thé
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- electric energy supplied was 65 million calories. The length of
the cables has increased to 70 kKilometres and the supply of energy
to 450 million calories. The development of the system of eleetric
heating is considered @ necessary precendition for the transforma-
tion of Leningrad into a model socialist town.

New Technical Progress in Ag'nculture

Machines are more and more replacing heavy manual work
in the fields. New machinery has been introduced for the har-
vesting of economie plants. In Asov-Schwarzmeergau combines
for the harvesting of sunflower seed were employed this year for
the first time. The saving of labour effected ¥ very greal.
Hitherto about sixteen workers were necessary in order to gather
in and beat the sunflower seeds on one hectare in one day. With
the help of the combine three warkers can gather the crop from
fourteen hectares in one day. On the ceollective farms of the
machine and tractor station Mikigskaja 400 hectares of sunflower
seeds were harvested with the help of five eombines. ©On an
average a machine will harvest feurteen hectares a day.

International Children’s Week in the Sovief Union

International Children’s Week was held in the Soviet Union
from October 1 to 8. During this time many new children’s clubs
were opened and sport and games organised. Children’s Week
was celebrated in the spirit of international education, making
the children and their parents acquainted with the life of the
<children  in the capitalist countries. During Children’s. Week
closer connections were established with the pioneer organisations
of the numerous peoples of the Soviet Union. An International
‘Children’s Festival was held in Moscow on October 6.

The Achievements of the Technicians im the Oil Indusiry

The competition which the engineers and technicians of the
oil industry in Azerbaijan have engaged in has led o excelient
results. The first place in the competition was won by the
engineers .and technicians of the il refinery warks in the
Shauman district by increasing their qualification and mastering
the technigue of production. In the period of four months during
which the competition lasted, no less than fifty valuahle inven-
tions and retionalisation preposals were carried out in the refinery
works of the district, resulting in a sawing of a million roubles a
YEAL. .

A Maedel Provision Stores in Mescow

A medel provision steres, “Gastronom No. 1,” was opened an
Qctober 4 in the puilding farmerly eccupied hy the ¥elisseyev
Stares, witich before the revolutian was a high-class gracery stores
patronised by the rich im Moscow. In the first two hours after it
was -opened 3,500 persons wvisited the stores. The warking :peopie
-of Moscow were delighted with the guantity and the quality of
the ‘hest goads: sansages (28 varieties), cheese (28 different sorts),
fish, dried fruit, pastry, confectionery and fruit, all indicating the
increasing prosperity and wealth of the country.

Three hundred -and fifly assistants are employed in “ Gastro-
nem No. 1. Priees axe considerakly lower compared with last
wear. Fruit is haif the priee it 'was last year. By the end «f the
vear there will be thirty similar shops in Moseow. ~These are
results of the Second Five-Year Plan. :

Proletarian Women’s Movement

The Toiling Women Under the Yoke of
Japanese Tmperialism
By Btienne Constant. (Paris)

The ,pmvecatlve policy of Japanese imperialism towards the
‘Soxiet Union sis ;emcountering inereasing. resistance .on the part
«of -the exploited toiling ‘population. The woamen constitute the
Togjority of the werkers toiling in the industrsial hells ‘of Japan.
Fhis fact.is even atimitted by the Ministry for Trade:and Industry,
which :in its official “statistics reveals ithe -outstending role of
wengen's labour in Japan.

-~ ©f ‘the +67,318 factories in Japan :31.6 per -cent. -are textile
factories. Of ithe 881,489 textile workers:81.7 per cent.:are women.
[Fhe dotal number iwf aworkers engaged in industry .in Japan is
1,735,511, of whom 848,307 are men ‘and ‘887,204 -women. -Japan
is ‘the only ‘counfry in :which the number of ‘the workisg women
exeeeds that of :the men.

The workmg ‘men and women are. exploited in the Japanese
mdustry from then' eaﬂy youth Of ‘the 881,459 textﬂe workers

140,471 are under 16 years of age. The number of shﬂdre,n exploited
as workers in Japan is still greater.

The working women are recruited mainly from the rural Qlﬁ‘
tricts. Their parents sell them to the recruiting agents of cheap.
lahour forces in erder to pay their debts. These poar girls, ewing
to the dire poverty of their parents, have to toil eleven hours a.

day for two years until they have paid off the sum advaneed to

their parents, and only then do they receive a miserable wage.

If the working woman is very skilful she gets a daily wage of
75 sen. But as she has to live at her work-place, the larger portion
of her wage goes on her upkeep. She has to pay 5 sen for break-
fast, 9 sen for lunch, 8 sen for dinner, 11 sen for her lodgings,
so that only 42 sen are left her, from which 4 sen are deducted
for medical eare and medicines. Thus in reality the wages of
the most skilful working woman never exceed 38 sen.

The working woman of Japan lives like a prisoner in a state:
of perfect isolation. She is not allowed to leave her work plaece
under any prefext whatever. If she ventures to escape from
her prison she is caught by the police and brought back to the
factory. The conditions under which she has e work are appal-
ling, twelve and even seventeen working women have to live in
a room of ten metres square. The rooms are dirty and when
the working women leave them jn the morning they go te the
factories which are dark buildings full of dust and dirt. There
exist no ventilation or safety deviges against accidents. Tubercu-
losis is prevalent among the working women of Japan. Cases of
women fainting, being seriously ill or dying at their machines.
oceur daily in these murderous workshops.

The Japanese inperialists realise that they need the support
of the women in their robber-war in China. For this reason
the women are being pressed into patriotic organisgtions. The
Patriotic Wemen’s League has 13 million membpers, the Japanese
Young Women’s League 1,600,000 members. The military organ-
isations are being developed. The Wamen’s League for the Defence:
of the Fatherlangd has 1,400 branches with 500,000 members, among
them 140,000 working women. The working women are pressed
into these organisations and the police autherities supervise their
activities. The peasant women are forced to give to the collections.
for the defence of the fatherland. According to a government
decree the working women and school girls must undergo eom-
Ppulsery military training and learn to shoot. The women even
take part in the military manceuvres. :

Of course, all these organisations are led ' by reactionary
women. Thus, the Congress of the Women’s League for the
Defenee of the Fatherland, whieh took place on April 10, ‘was
conducted by the wife of -General Araki and the wives of other
high officers of the General Staff.

But the working and peasant women are realising that they
are to be made into ebedient tools of Japanese imperialism for
the carrying out of ifs sinister designs, and therefore they are
courageously participating in the struggle against wz> ang the
Japanese imperialists.

In the hesiery factery in ©Omnitabi 200 young 811’15 who had
refused to contribute their share to the war fund were arresied.
In the village of XKagaschini the peasant women likewise refused
to centribute .anything to this fund. Im a military hospital the
women conducted -anti-war propagangda ameng the saldiers.

In Tokyo, in the Koge distriet, 8,000 persons, most -of them
women, demeonstrated against the war. In another -district 1,580
persons, also mostly women, likewise demonstrated against the
war. A woman teacher was arrested on account of her anti- mili-
tarist propaganda among the Manchu soldiers. )

The reactmnary cliques and par‘eres of Japan, which are
preparmg for war -against the Soviet Union, the country of the

-emancipated women, must realise that-the toiling women of the

‘whole world will offer resistance to -their criminal plans. In - ‘the
ﬁrst place they will encounter the resistance of the Worklng wemen
of Japan.

iWarkers’ )Risiriet of Prague for Thaelmanna
Prague, Oetober 6. ...
' “In the course of the collection of signatures for Thaelmann,
900 stgmatures were collected in gne day in the ‘Prague workers’
quarter Gf Zizkov-for the release of ‘Thaelmann.
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Obituary

Franz Welti

Comrade Franz Welti, one of the founders and for many years
the chairman of the C.P. of Switzerland, died on September 30 in
Basle in his 55th year. He suffered from ill-health for many years,
but nevertheless kept to his post and conscientiously fulfilled his
duty. Three months ago his illness compelled him to take to his
bed, from which he never got up.

Comrade Welti was known and appreciated far beyond the
confines of the Communist Party of Switzerland. As a young
bourgeois radical, he took to the law with the firm decision to serve
humanity as a judge. When, however, he realised that as a judge
he could only serve capital, he abandoned his office and dignities,
became a practising lawyer and joined the Labour Movement.

He soon occupied a leading position in the Labour Movement.
During the years of the war he found his way to Communism.
The victory of the October revolution had a great and permanent
‘effect upon him. From that moment he becaime a staunch sup-
porter of the Bolsheviks and the Soviet Union.

Two facts in the life of Comrade Welti deserve special mention.
First, the leading role played by him in the nation-wide General
Strike in 1918, and also in the General Strike in Basle in 1919,
Among the leaders of the Swiss social democracy he was one of the
few who wanted to give to the General Strike in 1918 a clear
revolutionary character. These struggles, under the leadership of
Comrade Welti, brought about a profound radicalisation of the
Basle working class. The workers of Basle, the majority of whom
could be described up to then as petty bourgeois, stood suddenly
at the head of the revolutionary extra-parliamentary fight against
she class enemy.

Having firm confidence in the working class, Comrade Welti
fought for the affiliation of the Swiss social democracy to the
Communist International. His speeches at the two Swiss Party
congresses, when the question of affiliation to the Comintern came
up for discussion, were masterpieces of the revolutionary fighter.
He did not, however, content himself with speeches at Party con-
gresses, but organised the Left-wing. When the great majority of
the social-democratic party in Basle decided for the Communist
International, this was in a large measure due to the fact that
Nelti was ‘able to convince the workers of the correctness of the
revolutionary policy.

Comrade Welti acted as workers’ counsel in a great number of
political trials. We mention the trial in connection with the
General Strike, the trial in which he acted as counsel for the
widow of the Soviet Ambassador, Worovsky, who was assassinated
by the White Guardist, Conradi.  The class court which acquitted
this vile murderer had Comrade Welti removed from the court by
the police on account of his courageous denunciation of class
justice. When he was already seized with illness, which was to
result ‘in his death, he defended the twelve accused soldiers in
Zurich in the most brilliant manner.

For 23 years he was representative of the working class in the
Federal Council; for seven years he represented the Communist
Party in the National Council.

Comrade Welti was an internationalist not only in words but
in deeds. 'This is expressed in the work he performed for the
international movement. He took part in several congresses of
the International, where he performed active work in the Com-
missions and fought side by side with the Bolsheviks for the
correct line.

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE BANS THAELMANN SUPPORT
London, October 9.

After having promised under pressure that the Furnishing
Trades Union would be given an opportumf,y to move an emer-
gency resolution demanding the release 6of Thaelmann at the
Labour Party Congress in Southport, the Congress managed to
sidetrack the issue. At the last minute, Gossip, Secretary of the
Furnishers, was told that the matter could not be taken as a
separate resolution, but he should introduce it in the general
debate on fascism.

' Gossip made repeated efforts to speak on this issue, but on
each occasion the Chafyman managed to evade his eye and he was
never called upon. Com.equently the question of Thaelmann was
never raised.

Book Reviews

Foreign Trade in the U.S.S.R.*

By Jack Cohen (London)

This little book by Comrade Yanson, former Chairman of
Arcos, is no abstract collation of facts and figures, charts and
tables, although these have their place, of course, in his exposition.
“ Foreign Trade in the U.S.S.R.” is a clear, systematic, and above
all live account of the growth and development of Soviet foreign
trade, as a complementary to the growth and development of
Socialist construction in the U.S.S.R. )

This being the case—foreign trade being part and parcel of
Socialist construction—we are brought face to face in this book
with the struggle between the two world systems, the unceasing
hatred of the capitalist world against Soviet Russia, the repeated
efforts to strike blows at the Soviet Union through attacks on its
trade after military intervention had been temporarily abandoned.
Soviet foreign trade is thus a kind of mirror reflecting on the
one hand the persistent anti-Soviet activities of the capitalist
countries, and on the other the tempestuous growth of the Socialist
industry and construction.

Comrade Yanson’s book, by its scientific exposition of the
aims, principles and tasks of Soviet foreign trade, effectively
exposes the real factors behind all the anti-Soviet campaigns,
trade boycotts, embargoes, etc. He shows that in no case can
Soviet imports be regarded as menacing home production, that the
Soviet Union sells to other countries articles which are, in the main,
not produced by home industry, and that quality and price are of
the utmost advantage to home buyers. Nevertheless, a handful of
monopolists, actuated by motives of deepest political hatred, have
not shrunk from jeopardising the interests of manufacturers, busi-
ness men and, most important of all, thousands of workers who
might find employment on Soviet orders.

Boycotts against Soviet trade only harm the trade of the country
engaging in such a course. Comrade Yanson makes this point
clear when he analyses the root difference between Soviet foreign
trade and that conducted by capitalist countries. Foreign trade
for the latter is based on the export of goods which cannot be sold
in the home country, no matter what the real need of the masses
may be. They represent profit-making aims, and serve to promote
imperialist expansion. For the Soviet Union, which has never,
and will never, pursue imperialist designs, foreign trade serves a
completely opposite purpose—that of building up home industry
on a Socialist basis, serving the needs of the continuously rising
standard - of living which this brings in its train, freeing Soviet
Russia. from political and economic dependence on capltallst
counfries.

As Comrade Stalin says:—

“Our economy must be developed not as an. auxiliary
undertaking of world capitalism, but as an independent
economic unit based chiefly on the home market, on the union
of our industry with the peasant economy of ourcountry »
(My italics.—J. C.)

This home market represents the gneatest market in the world,
and boycotts and embargoes on the part of -one countyy: mgreiy
serve to destroy for it any share in this market.

Comrade Stalin’s definition gives the key to the distinctive
features of :Soviet foreign trade—i.e.,, foreign trade :which serves
the end of building Socialism in the Soviet Union. These are,
firstly, the regulation and planning of forelgn trade centred in the
State monopoly of foreign trade, w1thou1; which there would have
been, as Comrade Yanson says, “& pillage of ‘the resources of
Soviet Russia.” The State monopoly is.one of the corner stones of
Soviet economy. Its operation has made possible the colossal
industrialisation of the country, has prevented economic and
political subjugation of Russia. The second feature is the develop-
ment of Soviet exporis to cover Soviet imports. These imports,
which have grown to a colossal extent under the two Five-Year
Plans, must be paid for, and the Soviet: Union, “the safest debtor
in the world,” seeks to.continue its well<known practice of the most
punctual payment of all obligations, by assuring sales of 1ts own
goods to balance those bought by:it. :

The gigantic development-.of.the :Soviet Union, the changes
wrought in the standard of living of the masses, and.the domi-

*“Foreign Trade in the USSR.” By J. D. Yanson. Vol
VIII in the New Soviet Library. Price 3s. 6d. Victor Gollancz.
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.nating importance now assumed by the Soviet Union as a market
for products of heavy industry—all these are illustrated by
Comrade Yanson in some revealing tables.

Under Tsarism, two-thirds of the goods exported were agricul-
tural products. Forty per cent. of the entire export was grain.
The value of eggs and butter exported amounted to 140 million
roubles a year. This in spite of the notorious decline in the stan-
dard of life of the Russian masses, the frequent famines, etc. Its
imports were one-fifth raw materials for light industry, one-fifth
machinery and equipment, and three-fifths finished articles and
goods of consumption. On the basis of the starvation of the masses
at home, on the basis of economic, financial and political sub-
serviency to the “ Great Powers,” the Tsarist government procured
a “favourable” balance of trade, which was devoted, not to the
advancement of the country, but to paying off interest on loans,
financing the enormous apparatus of Tsarist oppression, ete.

There is a different picture under the Soviet government in
the period of the first Five-Year Plan. Whereas agricultural
exports in the years 1909-1913 amounted to 70.6 per cent. of the
entire exports, they were only 39.4 per cent. of the total export in
the period 1929-32. Similarly, industrial exports in the pre-war
period which has been taken, amounted to only 29.4 per cent. of
the total. In the period of the first Five-Year Plan they had risen
to 60.6 per cent.

The existence of the Soviet Union has become of cardinal
importance for -industries in capitalist countries. Snowden was
compelled to admit that the British engineering industry was
occupied . (in the time of the second Labour government) 80 per
cent. with Soviet orders. In 1931 86.3 per cent. of the total British
exports of bismuth, 82.1 per cent. of exports of machine tools, 78.4
per cent. of steam and water engines, 84.4 per cent. of boring in-
struments, 54.3 per cent. of air compressors, 70.4 per cent. of
tractors and parts, 83.8 per cent. of internal combustion engines
went to the Soviet Union.

There are still unbounded possibilities for trade- with the
Soviet Union. Stalin can say to the American correspondent
Duranty: “We are ready to place erders worth 1,000 million
dollars. We are the biggest market in the world.” But the policy
of the capitalist governments, particularly the National govern-
ment of Britain, is thehindering factor. Comrade Yanson devotes
a considerable part of his book to tracing the history of the trade
relations of the Soviet Union with Britain and other countries.
The same story is everywhere repeated—first blockade, then trade,
accompanied by difficulties, credit obstacles, anti-Soviet campaigns,
raids on Soviet institutions and the like. The Five-Year Plans do
not mean that Russia ceases importing goods; on the contrary,
Comrade Yanson shows ‘that ‘increased industrial development
will mean an increase in the import of certain classes of goods.
Fair credit arrangements, normal business relations would mean
an unbounded leap forward in British trade with the Soviet Union.

. A survey of the Soviet trade laws, and of Soviet chartering
of foreign shipping for its increasing and world-wide trade, con-
cludes this most valuable and informative book. This book is a
veritable arsenal of facts and data for all Friends of the Soviet
Union, and all Workeérs who desire to fight against the bitter anti-
Soviet policy of the National government, which is hindering and
restricting trade betwéen this country and the U.S.S.R.

Victbries of Chinese Red Army
Peiping, October 8.

A number of sources of information confirm the faét that
10,000 men of the Chinese Red Army, advancing across the pro-

vinees of Hunan and Kwaichow; have defeated the 3rd and 4th

divisions of the government tfoops, advanced into the province of

Szechuan, and have now occupied the entrances to the great city -

of Chungking in the South-East of Szechuan. ' The Nanking troops
are retreating all along the line. That Chungking has been
occupied by the Red troops is extremely possible, for the ‘whole
staff of the German Consulate, as also many representatives of
foreign firms, and members of the rich population of the city, have
arrived in Hankow. According to the latest reports; the Red

troops marching into the province of Szechuan have joined ‘the
divisions of the Red Army already operating there, and are con-

tinuing the offensive under Holun’s command. -

" New Soviet Library. Gollancz.

Health Protgctior; in the U.S.S.R.*
By Jack Cohen”

With the ravages of preventable disease in all capitalist coun-
tries fresh in our minds we can turn to Comrade Semashko’s
book and become acquainted with one of the most magnificent
accomplishments of Socialist construction in the U.S.S.R.—the
development of the Socialist Health Services.

Comrade Semashko, Commissar of Public Health for twelve
years, now Editor-in-Chief of the Soviet Medical Encyclopaedia,
gives in this book, not merely a fascinating history of the whole
course of this vast experiment, but a detailed account of the
workings of the whole Medical System and Public Health Service
in the U.S.S.R., in all its ramifications.

In the sphere of Public Health, as in all other spheres, the
Soviet Government inherited from the Tsarist Government a
terrible legacy. Disease, bred from the foul insanitary conditions

in town and village and the low cultural and material level of the

broad masses, was rampant. There was an entire absence of any
medical service whatsoever in many large territories. Hence the
fearful prevalence of epidemics—and the real cause of the « poéTt—
marked Russian” of popular fiction. Comrade Semashko quotes
figures relating to the situation in the sphere of health in Tsarist
days. In 1914 23 million people were registered as patients, includ-
ing nearly 12 million cases of typhoid, tuberculosis and syphilis—
entire villages being infected with this last disease. Child mortality
reached the appalling ﬁgure of 260 per thousand, the gerieral
mortality rate reached the exceptionally high figure of 30 per
thousand. The war, with its hunger and starvation, its colossal
losses for Russia, -the general breakdown of all medical and other
services, intensified this terrible situation. It was in this unpromis-
ing situation that the Sovet Power set to work to built up a
Socialist Medical Service.

Comrade Semashko describes vividly how not only this initial
chaos was tackled and conquered, but the super-added difficulties
of the opposition and sabotage of the medical profession, the
enormous problems raised by the famine and blockade (in which
the British Government played such a dastardly part), the ele-
mentary lack of medical supplies, etc., were solved. Order gradu-
ally emerged from the chaocs. Leading members of the medical
profession were won over, beginnings were made with sanitary
education, an economical and rational system of medical suppliés
was organised, and the basic features of Socialist, I-Iealth Service
began to be developed

An interesting section of the book describes the basic principles
of the Soviet Health Service. In contrast to Britain, where health
services for the masses are not only inadequate, but dependent
on private charity—the organisation of prophylactic (preventa-
tive) and medical treatment is regarded as one of the basic duties
of the Soviet State. A health department exists in every organ-
isation of the State. from the central Soviet Government down to
each Soviet. These .departments have entire charge of medlcal
care, anti- epzdemm measures, inspection of food housing and
utility services, maternity and child welfare, health resorts, etc.,
etc., within the orbit of their own particular sphere of ac’civiéy. 7
All the Iocal health departments are linked with and directed
by the Central People’s Commissariat of Health, unity in the

entire health services bemg the dlstmguxshmg feature of Soviet
health organisation.

A further important feature of Soviet health is the mobilisa-

tion of the masses themselves for the fight against disease. Plans

& Health Protection in the USSR, by Semashko No. 2. The
3s. 6d
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for health service are discussed in factory meetings, decided on
and transferred to the local Soviet, and then embodied in the
general health plan. This peint is very important. The struggle
for health is no mere haphazard attempt to give superficial treat-
nient while leaving fundamental social causes untouched. On
the contrary, the health services are a basic part of the general
plan for the industrial and cultural advancement of the country.
The ineidence of disease is studied. Statistics for each area are
carefully tabulated, and in the same precise way as the construc-
tion of so many new industrial giants ean be planned and carried
into effect, so the planned elimination of disease is tackled. By
_means of yearly and five-year plans, the restriction and elimination
of disease, the raising of the health level 1s planned. Based on
careful study of natural and secial conditions, plans are worked
out for the establishment of hospitals, sanatoria, elinics, ete., the
extension of sanitary inspection, ete., ete.

The question, “ Where does the money come from? ” receives
detailed attention. No pestiferous flag days, no nauseatmg appeals
to charity are necessary for the mainfenance of the Soviet Health
Service. The chief source of revenue for the health services are
the grants from the Bugdgets of the Local Soviets, State medical
institutions and services receiving grants from the State ifself.
The Social Insurance Fund slso bears a large portion of the
financial cost of fhe health services.

A parncumrly insiruetive part of the book deals with the sogial
efforts to raise the standard of health. Sport is regarded as being
.of the u;mos{: importance in thls connection. Not sport as we
‘have it here, with the majority of people as spectators, but mass
sport conscigusly aiming af improving the health of the masses
and facilities for which are developed on a gigantic scale. At the
end of the first Five-Year Plan there were no less than six million
physical culturists in the gountry.

The guestion of maternity treatment and the protection of
children has, from the very commencement, received special and
tireless atteptmn in the Soviet Union. The umque treafment
@fford,ed to expectant mothers is well known anqg is unequalled in
Wlth pay ;\s m.e r}ght Qf every woman Spemal “ Consultatlon
Beaureaux ?in relatlor; to malernity exist; every effort is made
tQ see that every child js born under conditions of the best medical
attent;on The c;ec,hes far chlld.ren Wh.ese mo’l;hers are workmg in
the f&ctm‘lﬁS are weu gnqwn T;nere are pow no less than 43
mul;gn of such creghes t,hfoughout the length and breath of {he
USSR,

What is the result of all these measure,s? The . ﬁgures of the
achievements of Soviet Medlcme and the Health Services speak

: more elequently than any verbal or wntten descmptxon The social
dlseases have beeti enormously reduced Venereal dlsease has
: decreased from 1127 cases per 10000 in 1914, to 452 per 10,000.
Infantiie mortahty shows a continuous downward trend; the
average mortahty has declined from 28.5 per thousand to 19 8 per
1,600, takmg the penods of 1911-13 and 1926-29 as comparlson
'Dunng the ﬁrst 5-Year Plan occupatlonal diseases in the major
mdustrles decreased from 10 9 to 29 per 1,000 workers In general,
‘dlsease decreased by 16 per cent. and chlldrens ailments by
: 22 per cent
o This book is of pre;nendous value
were poss1b1e ‘to place a copy in the hands of every working woman
“+jn the industrial eentres of ¥his country It would be a magmﬁcent
iltustration of what Soviet Bower means from the standpeint of
a quostion always near to them—the health of themselves and
their famllles

One could only wish it

Proletar:an versus Bourgeois Democracy ;
By Robert Jullen Keénton (New York) i o

Seventeen years ago the international proletariat scored a
great vietory over world capitalism—the setting up of a-‘prole-
terian dictatorship by the Russian workers and peasants lhader
the leadership of the Bolsheviks,

It is seventeen years since world capitalism began spres
the legend of democracy versus dictatorship; the legend that
letarian dictatorship means the dictatorship of a party over ghe
masses of people; the legend that “democraey” means freedom
and equality for all, irrespective of one’s economic status.

We know that this “democracy” is bourgeois democracy; a

device which the ruling class uses to hoodwink the masses while
they are being exploited. This device is useful to the capitalists
in “normal” times; the workeérs have the illusion that they con-
trol the policies of the government while the rulers have “the
reality of power. .
) Capitalism is now in a state of decline, in a state where a
“portion of world capitalism is already dead. Crises to-day do not
result in new periods of greater prosperity, of growth; they spell
the death of a system. Capitalism in its desperate strivings to
maintain its explojtation throws off more and more the magk of
capitalist democracy. Germany, Italy, Bulgaria and others have
completed the process. Fascist terror, the open dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie is evident. Other capitalist nations are travelling
the same road, are trying to set up fascist governments.

The United States is using the N.R.A. as its “open road”
When the NIR.A. was enacted last year it was hailed by the
Socialist Party and leading liberals as a “revolution,” as a “new
era,” as a “new kind of new-civilisation,” as a steptowards soeialism.
Ondy the Communist Party correctly appraised is as a significant
move toward fascism. One year later this appraisal is being
accepted by wide masses of the population. No less a person'a'ge
than W. O. Thompsen, of the National Recovery Review Board
{the so-called Darrow Board), an ageney ereated to Iyl the petty-
bourgeoisie into believing that the government was behind their
struggle against finance capital, has characterised the N.R.A. as
-8 fascist move on the part of the government. (The Darrow
Bosgrd was subsequently dissolved for its sharp criticism of N.R.A.’s
encouragement of mongpoly.) Thompson’s st.atement is repg;nj;ed
in full in the pamphlet The N.E.A. From Within. It containg glso
an analysis of the National Labour Board, by Mary Van Kleeck,
noted social worker, who also notes the fascist tendemgies of
N.R.A. A glear Marxian analysis of the N.R.A., by Comyade
Browder, secretary of the Communist Party, completes the hogklet.

In her pamphlet, Digtatorship and Democracy in the Sovigt
Umion, Anna Louise Strong, noted author and journalist, shows
simply, very .clearly, the workings eof the government apd: the
party. This pamphlet is a brilliant refutation of the lies about
‘the Soviet Union. She relates instances from her years of experi-
ence in all parts of the Soviet Union, showing the working class
“governing itself, malglng decisions. She explains the role of the
'CQmmumst Party. She answers the questmns 50 oftgp re.lsed
inclding: “Is Stalin the hoss of the Soviet Union?” explaining

'by concrete illustrations the precise position and part played by
Comrade Stalin. v

Both ef thege pamphlets were prepared under th.e direction
of Labour Research Association. They contain the kind of hard,
factual propaganda material that should be especially effective in
reaching and persuq.dmg tens of thousands of workers who are
just beginning to bé disillusicned by the N.R.A., who are hearing
for the first time about the tremendous accomphshments of the

Soviet Unjon.

* Digtatenship and Demagragy in the Seviet Upion, by Aupa
Louise Strong. . International P&mphletﬁ New .York City, No
40, fe.

N:R.A. From Within, by Mary Van Kleegk, W. Q. ?hmpsnn
snd #arl Browder. In‘g;ernaeonal ?amiu\hlet‘i, New York City,
Ne. 41, be.
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