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‘The Congress

of the French

Radical Party

By I. Berlioz (Paris)

The editor of one of the biggest Paris newspapers (“ Temps”)
declared, after having been present at the National Congress of
the French Radical Party, which has just»taken place in Nantes:

“It was a tremendous-achievement to have obtained from

this congress a unanimous vote in favour of the maintenance
.of the political truce. It was the achievement of all the
leaders of the party who did everything possible to obtain it.”

‘This is very true. The resolutions adopted. by the congress
are confused and full of deliberately ambiguous and deceptive
formulas. The resolutions permit the continuation of the co-
operation between the Radical Party and the reactionary parties
within the government of National Union, although they express
regret at the violent attacks made by many of the leaders of the
reactionary parties on individual leaders of the Radical Party.
The resolutions agree to the State reform along the lines proposed
by Tardieu and Doumergue, although they try to give the im-
pression that they are opposed to the Cabinet being given the
exclusive right of dissolving the Chamber of Deputies, a right
which was previously dependent on the confirmation of the
Senate

.. In other words, the resolutlon of the congress on the State
reform and on the programmatic declaration .of the party which
was unanimously adopted by the congress is. an attempt to
harmonise the unclear and confused desires of the membership
of the party for an alteration of the party policy with the clear-

cut and traditional will of the leaders of the party to eontinue
serving the interests of French finance capital. Under the circum-
stances, therefore, it was really an achievement to fob off the
members of the party with a resolution of such unusual ambiguity
that even the “Temps,” the organ of the Comité des Forges,
could declare that “it revealed no disagreement with the views
of Doumergue as to the aim to be achieved.” This aim is, as
we know, the introduction of fascism into the State machinery
and the preparation for an open fascist dictatorship.

It was no mean achievement, because the masses of the
members of the Radical Party are poor and middle peasants who
are being ruined by the economic crisis, small traders and artisans
who are being crushed by the weight of taxation and debt,
subordinate officials who are being hit by the reduction of their
already miserably poor salaries, backward workers whose im-
poverishment is increasing from day to day; in other words, middle
strata of society who were bitterly disappointed with the bank-
ruptey of the left-wing parties in 1932 to 1934, and who want to
have nothing to do with fascism and war, masses who are already
beginning to show a desire to find another way out of the crisis
and who are becormng gradually more and more restless.

One quarter of the district associations of the party had
declared themselves against the continuation of the political truce,
and only three or four haqqgeclared their approval of the truce
without reservation. Most of the remaining associations had
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expressed serious doubts as to the desirability of continuing the '

truce. A few days before the congress opened the senators of
the Radical Party had announced their opposition to Doumergue’s
proposals for State reform, and this resistance had awakened
great hopes in the broad masses under the influence of the Radical
Party.

The Radical Party has a pecular form of organisation. It
is unable to say how many members it really has, and it is still
less able to say how many of them really pay their contributions
‘egularly. The committees of the lower organisations of the party
ire weak and practically without political life, and their opinion
is never sought on any point of party policy. The delegates who
appear at the district and national congresses have no clear
mandate from anyone in particular, and in any case they are
swamped by a huge mass of “ex officio” delegates, deputies, local
officials, members of local governmental bodies and professional
politicians of all sorts. The masses of the members of the Radical
Party must kick up a tremendous hubbub before their voices are
heard at the congress of the party.

However, even at this congress numerous speeches represented
an oblique and very much weakened reflection of the discontent and
irritation of the members of the party: “ We Republicans will not
let: ourselves be intimidated with the bogy of rebellion ... ”
“These proposals represent a cloaked dictatorship. ... Why

has -our parliamentary fraction failed te carry out the decision -

of the congress of Clermont-Ferrand, which demanded the dis-
arming of the fascist gangs? . .. Down with the reactionaries!”
These are one or two of the challenges which produced storms
of applause.” Numerous delegates pointed out that the govern-
ment of National Union had aggravated the crisis instead of
diminishing it. One of the delegates even inquired whether the
leadership of the party had already abandoned the traditional
slogan of the party: “ We have no enemy on the left!” Another
ielegate touched on an uncomfortable question which is troubling
/he whole party when he asked: “ We should like to know who
are the real radicals; those who formed a block with the reac-
tionaries at the recent elections, or those who sought a rapproche-
ment with the left-wing united front?”

The prominent leaders of the party had to do without
the storms of applause and lionising to which they had been
accustomed at all other congresses. They received a vote of con-
fidence and a decision which gives the Radical Ministers of the
Cabinet considerable elbow room with the government of National
Union, but these decisions were not taken without warning voices
sounding and expressing to a certain extent the feelings of the
members. Guernut, the leader of the League for Human Rights,
and Gaston Martin, a high official of the Freemasons, both
expressed the fear that Herriot and his friends might give way
all too easily to the wishes of big capital. The reading of the
passages in the resolution which referred to the confidence of the
party in its leadership and in its parliamentary representatives
were productive of a number of energetic shouts of “No!” which
were, however, immediately countered by the traditional claque
which surrounds the platform.

The unrest and the dissatisfaction in the Radical Party have
not been allayed as the result of the congress. During the last
day or two of the congress little groups of delegates could be
observed in the corridors anxiously discussing the contents of
the resolutions, and asking themselves what ‘the formulation
chosen actually meant, and whether they really offered a safe-
guard to the “democratic freedoms” to which the masses of the
party members attached so much importance. In particular the
simple delegates were dissatisfied with the very short length of
time granted by the congress leadership for the discussion of
economic and social questions, and in particular with the empti-
ness of the proposals which pretended to offer a solution of the
uneémployment prcblem, the agricultural crisis, the excesses of
the economy emergency decrees, and the far-reachmg dlsorganlsa-
tion of French foreign trade.

In all these questions, which were hurnedly glossed over, the
congress displayed an extreme poverty of ideas. High hopes had
been placed on Daladier, who was to put forward new plans for
economic reform, but he disappointed the’ delegates greatly with
an involved and confused speech about. irfflation and paper money,
which he declared lost a proportlon of its value every year. The
resolutions which were adopted. and the speech of the Radical
Minister for Agrlculture in Doumergues Cabinet (Queuille), re-

vealed the absolute incapacity of the bourgeoisie to do anything
effective to master the economic crisis, and they will produce
tremendous dissatisfaction in the ranks of the party, and particu-
larly amongst the peasant supporters of the party.

Where is the Radical Party drifting? was the question which
was on the lips of all the congress delegates. The question was
not answered by the debates which took place at the Nantes
congress. The maintenance of the political truce means nothing
at all. There is no political truce. On the one hand there is
the growth of fascism in the State machinery, the intensifying
attack on the democratic freedoms of the workers and peasants,
and the feverish preparations of the armed fascist bands encour-
aged by the authorities, and on the other hand there is the
proletarian Socialist-Communist united front which is growing
stronger and organising its activities more systematically. On
which side of the barricades will the middle class in France find
itself? It occupies a big, perhaps a decisive position in the country.

Herriot and his clique want to harness the middle class to
the waggon of finance-capital, which is rapidly becoming more
and more fascist and whose policy is deliberately preparing the
way for fascism in France. Not for one moment, however, did
the organisers of the congress point out the danger of fascism,
but they did send forward Georges Bonnet to attack the prole-
tarian united front, and to declare that those who refused to
subscribe to the defence of the Fatherland and aimed at the
establishment of Soviets had no programme acceptable to the
Radicals. Daladier and the former young Republicans contented
themselves with preaching the gathering of all republicans around
the banner of the Radical Party. The declaration of the Nantes
congress asserts that the party is prepared to work with “all
progressive elements.” The aim of this declaration is clearly to
prepare the way for the acceptance of the invitation of the
Democratic Alliance led by Flandin, the party of the right-wing
centre, which aims at the formation of a centrist third party.

This “concentraticn” without a programme is intended to
persuade the French middle class that it can play an independent
political role, and to nourish dangerous illusions amongst the
middle class as to its strength of resistance to fascism. It is now
the task of the Communists to convince the disappointed masses
of the members of the Radical Party that the manceuvres of
varicus pseudo-radical leaders will lead in the last resort to the
same result as the open treacheries of Herriot, and that the
radical masses must cheose now between the fascist front and
the united anti-fascist front of the masses of the people without
necessarily first coming to a definite agreement about the final
aim.

The co-ordination committee of the French Socialist Party
and Communist Party is at present drawing up a clear programme
of minimal demands, in accordance with the needs of the various
soeial strata which are exploited by capitalism. These demands
will also concern themselves with the needs of the middle class.
In its persistent struggle against sectarianism the French Com-
munist Party has already succeeded in approaching broad middle
class elements instead of antagonising them, but it must do still
more in order to save these middle-class elements from falling
victim to fascism. At a meeting which took place in Nantes on the
eve of the Radical Party Congress the secretary of the French
Communist Party, Thorez, declared in the name of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party:—

“The Communist Party is prepared to support every real
effort for the maintenance of the democratic liberties and
against the development of fascism on any field whatsoever,
including parliament.”

These words must be made known to the masses of the Radical
Party everywhere. Even at the congress itself there was a certain
latent opposition against the capitulation policy of the leaders
of the Radical Party, and there will be plenty of opportunity to
approach the radical masses. Herriot will now negotiate with
Doumergue and Tardieu, in order to secure, at least in appear-
ances, a toning down of their fascist plans. ‘The orders of the
February 6 circle, who observes that the proletarian united front
is growing stronger will become more and more urgent, and the
pressure will increase to such an extent that under the pretext
of avoiding civil war the Radical Ministers will break through the
frail barriers against further compromises which the Nantes
congress was compelled to erect in order not to aggravite the
dissatisfaction and discontent of the rank and file. The economic

situation of the middle class is growing steadily worse and will
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continue to do so, and therefore the middle elass will begin to
look around for real allies in its struggle against its impoverish-
ment,

The honest democrats who strenuously oppose the *pinch-
beck dictators” and the development to fascism, and who, although
they oppose the slogan of the Soviets have been deeply impressed
by the speech of Pierre Cot, in praise of the peaceful policy of
the Soviet Union and its growing strength and consolidation,
will realise that their real place is in the broad united front of
the toiling masses if the Communists know how to support their
urgent demands and their struggle. The Nantes congress with its
deliberate ambiguity will not have the same satisfying and sooth-
ing effect on them as it has had on the “Temps” and the other
organs of French finance capital. .

Politics

Foreign Political Review of the Week
. “The purpose of the preliminary talks is to make it pos-
sible for the Conference to be held. . . . It is as necessary as
it is difficult to decide whether every hypothesis can be enter-
tained at the Conference itself without irretrievably preju-
- dicing the prospect of signing: another Treaty.”

With these lines the “Times” of ‘October 23 introduced the
conversations which have commenced in London between the
Japanese, Enghsh and American naval experts. On the following
day the standpoint of the Japanese Admiralty, which, of course,
was already known, was officially announced. Japan demands
that the provisions of the Washington agreement of 1922 and of
the London agreement of 1930, which laid down 5:5:3 as the ratio
of the naval strength of England, America and Japan respectively,
shall not remain in force and that Japan shall be placed on a
footing of complete equality with other naval powers, for the
national prestige of Japan could not permit it to occupy a secondary
position any longer. It is no wonder, therefore, that immediately
after the commencement of the London conversations great pes-
simism prevailed, which at such conversations, which aim at throw-
ing dust in the eyes of the people, usually arises only later.

This pessimism, however, is only too well founded. The
demand for equality is not even the most important demand put
forward by Japan, or more correctly stated Japan’s demands go far
beyond the demand for equality. Japan is demanding the aboli-
tion of all aircraft-carriers, the abolition of capital ships and all
cruisers which are reckoned as belonging to the “ A” class in the
London Treaty, that is to say, which carry guns of more than
6.1 in. calibre. The number of smaller cruisers are to be dis-
tributed equally. Regarding the remaining units, such as sub-
marines, torpedo-boat destroyers, etc., a certain tonnage is to be
fixed for them, but the three Powers will be free to distribute this
tonnage as each desires among the three types of vessel. The
meaning of this demand is, firstly, as England and America have
warships with a great radius of action, by excluding these vessels
the Japanese fleet would immediately advance to the first place.
Secondly, however, and this is still more important, by excluding
aircraft-carriers as well as ocean monsters with a wide range of
-action, the whole of the Eastern portion of the Pacific Ocean would
be delivered over to Japan. For the rest, Japan announces quite
~openly that it puts forward these demands only in order to secure
its interests on the Asiatic Continent.

) In the meantime, in spite of all this, there does not appear to
be any immediately threatening danger. The Washington and
_London naval agreement does not expire until the end of 1936.
Notice to terminate this agreement must be given by the end of
this year, otherwise it remains still longer in force. Japan will
certainly give notice to terminate the agreement; but two and a
. half years, the time which the Treaty has still to run, is certainly
a long time. By that time . . . As if the danger lies simply and
solely in the dispute over the question of relative naval strength
and not in the tremendously intensified imperialist antagonisms,
.which daily produce fresh tension and accordingly fresh eollisions,
which can lead to warlike complications, not in 1937, but even in
the. present year! The sharpening of ‘the naval dispute is, in
fact, itself only a consequence of the increased imperialist an-
tagonisms. It is not due ‘to chance that whilst the Admirals sit
together at the same table in London, the American and: English
diplomats in Tokyo submit Notes protesting against the mono-
polisation of the sale of oil in Manchuria, this latest move of

Japanese imperialism, whereby the rights of the English and
American oil traders are restricted. In the language of diplomacy,
however, this is described as: “ Violation of the principle of the
open door in China ” to which Manchuria also is pledged. We see,
therefore, how the situation is becoming more threatening every
day.

It is true, for the moment, the situation in Central and South-
Eastern Europe is even more threatening than it is in the Far
East. In the declaration of the Yugoslavian government it is
stated : —

“The government will take good care that the crime of
Marseilles is completely cleared up and the full responsibility
for the crime ascertained, that all sanctions are employ:

Thus the fatal word “sanctions” is used. In fact weight is
added to it by the passage :—

“ Powerfully united at home, secured and respected abroad,
well prepared from the mzlztary standpoint, we can calmly
face the future.”

If words have any meaning, this passage contains serious
threats. It is known that intrigues were carried on in Hungary,
the Prime Minister of which is the same M. Goemboes who, in his
villa in Nagy-Teteny near Budapest, for months sheltered Schultz
and Tillesen, the murderers of Erzberger. When, however, the
declaration of the Yugoslavian government presumes to put for-
ward its demands for sanctions not only in its own interests but
also in the name of civilisation, then, of course, it is going too far.
The Yugoslavian government forgets that not so long ago it set up
a monument in Serajevo to the Bosnianh Princip, and had it blessed
by the highest clergy. Finally, Princip was not a holy man who
would never have hurt a fly, but the man who shot down Archduke
Ferdinand of Habsburg and his wife. :

For the whole trouble is that things repeat themselves, even
if, under the same conditions of imperialism, the actors change
their roles. It must not come to a second Serajevo and it will not
come to a second Serajevo, precisely because the world has drawn
the lessons from Serajevo! That sounds very fine, but it is hardly
in accordance with the facts. The Czechs fought against Austria
for decades, then they themselves set up a small Austria. The
Servian nationalists, by means of individual terror, removed their
own and foreign inconvenient rulers, and thereby made themselves
the object of the hatred of official Austria-Hungary, which did not
wish to be hindered in oppressing foreign nations. Conscious of
its military superiority, and in the name of “ civilisation,” it made
war on Servia. At that time Austria-Hungary was sated; to-day it
is Servia that is sated, and therefore speaks in the name of
“civilisation,” awaits the results of the judicial investigation,
brings fresh accusations every day against Hungary (thus the Bel-
grade press reveals the case of the Croat Servati, who, it is alleged,
had knowledge of the complicity of the Hungarian government in
the terrorist actions, and has been murdered in a military prison
in Budapest and his body sunk in the Danube) and, worst of all,
refers openly to its military preparedness and threatens with
sanctions!

Goemboes wants to parry the blow. He is touring Europe.
Yesterday he was in Warsaw, to-morrow or the day after he will
visit Schuschnigg and Mussolini. Schuschnigg is hostile to Yugo-
slavia, which is giving shelter to the national socialists who took
part in the insurrection of July 25. As an ardent supporter of the
Habsburgs he dreams of the re-incorporation of Catholic Croatia
in a restored Habsburg empire. The main reason, however, why
Schuschnigg is opposed to Yugoslavia is because he is the vassal
of Mussolini. Mussolini—he is the. real saviour who even gave
hospitality to the Ustachi and holds a protecting hand over
Pavelich and Kwvaternik. To proceed against Hungary, which is
supported by Poland and Italy, and also by Austria, is no easy
matter, especially if these Powers are actually behind Hungary,
which, however, is far from being the case.

French influence is feverishly at work both in Vienna and in
Rome. In Vienna its task is relatively easy. The authoritarian
State is in need of money. ‘The maintenance of the Heimwehr
troops costs money. France has money. Rome also needs money.
But in addition to money, Mussolini needs prestige. It has been
really striking how frantically the Abyssinian government of late
has opposed the accusations which were.formerly raised by the
Ttalian press. It protests against the accusatxon that it is arming
excessively, that it has allowed the country to be. overrun by
Japanese. There are only-three Japanese.in the whole country,
who are carrying on retail trade in Addis-Ababa. What is the
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reason. of these energetic denials? The Abyssinian government
obviously knows more about the negotiations between France and
Italy than the “ Echo de Paris,” the paper of the French General
Staff, recently divulged when it stated that France was prepared
to make concessions to Mussolini in Africa provided Mussolini
changed his attitude to Yugoslavia. It is true, Mussolini has con-
cluded a miltary alliance with Hungary, and fidelity to allies is a
fine thing. The Hungarian press, the Hungarian poets sang their
songs about this when, in the beautiful month of May, 1915, Italy,
one of the parties to the Triple Alliance, betrayed its allies, the
Habsburg monarchy, and entered the war on the side of the
Entente. In Hungary it will not be necessary to write new songs,
but merely reprint the old ones.

No matter how things shape, one thing is certain: the situa-
tion in South-East Europe is pregnant with fatal events. All these
symptoms of crisis arise from the tremendous crisis of the whole
capitalist system, from which there is only one way out, which
the Russian proletariat, 17 years ago, under the leadership of the
Bolsheviki, :adopted:- and followed victoriously to the end. As a
result of this victory, however, we have the prospect of achieving
the proletarian revolution without war, if only we bring to the
knowledge of all toilers the tremendous achievements of Socialism
in the Soviet Union, if we, just as the Bolsheviki did, conduct a
determined, -persistent fight against exploitation and oppression
and build up a strong power as leader of the fight.

The Soviet Union needs time, and so also do we. In order to
gain this time we must closely link up our fight for the right of
self-determination of the nations, for the emancipation of the
peoples from the yoke of capitalism, with the Soviet Union’s fight
for peace. If, as part of the large-scale fight, we conduct the fight
for the daily needs of the working masses, in the fight against all
imperialist warmongers direct the main fire against the present
war adventurers, and conduct a daily, hourly fight to win the con-
fidence of :the toilers ‘of all countries, then, instead of a world
slaughter; we shall experience a world October.

The Responsibility of Fascist Germany for

the Marsellles Assassinations
By Obarov

The more theanalysis ‘of the Marseilles assassinations goes
into details—the assassinations which the Croat and national
fascist organisation “ Ustachi” and the Inner Macedonian Revo-
lutionary Organisation - (Imro) - carried out through . its member,
Kelemen, alias Tchernoshemski, the more clearly one sees what
game was played behind the scenes of the assassinations and the
more obvious becomes the responsibility of those who made it
cossible and supported it.

It is known that the leader of the organisation * Ustachi”
(insurgents), Dr. Anté Pavelich, the actual organiser of the Mar-
seilles assassma.tlons emigrated from YugoslaVLa at the beginning
of 1929. In the same year in which he succeeded in finally organis-
ing the “Ustachi” and forming centres of this orgamsatxon in
Italy and Hungary, Pavelich went to Sofia. The purpose of this
journey was to establish connections with the IM.R.O., led by
Michaelov, and to conclude a pact of friendship with it.

After the fascists came into power in Germany, however, the
leaders of the Ustachi felt more at home in Munich and Berlin and
therefore settled down in Germany Their newspapers appeared
here and here their members had the most freedom.

The’ 1de010gy and the' tactics of the terrorist organisation of
the Croat Ustachi are thoroughly fascist and identical with those
of Hitler fascism. '~ Pavelitch’s programme consists in separating
Croatia from Yugoslavia and setting up Croat fascism in place of
Pan-Serviah fascism. " In addition to assassinations, which the
Ustachi propagate as a means of fight, it propagates anti-Marxism
and combats proletarian internationalism. The leaders of the
Ustachi are also great anti-semites.

In everything they imitate and propa.gat,e the policy of fascist

'Germany Thus, after the heroic February fight of the Austrian

proletarxat the central organ of the Ustachi, “ Nesavisna Hrvatska
Drjava” " (Independent Croatiarn State), wrote in its issue of
April 1, 1934 :

“The natlonal socialists in Austria carry out the policy of
Germany, and that does not please the Little Entente and
France, who are afraid of the Anschluss. . . . Has the Austrian
proletariat any real interest in sacrificing ltS life for the sake

* of the ‘imperialist aims of French, Czech, Serb-Jewish capi-
talism?”

But the Marseilles assassinations and also the numerous out-
rages which the national-fascist Ustachi committed in Croatia
show that this organisation does not confine itself to propaganda,
but above all employs individual terror.

It required only a few weeks for the threats which the “ Nesa-
visna  Hrvatska Drjava ” uttered on ‘August 15 last against the
French Foreign Minister Barthou and King Alexander to be
realised in Marseilles. That. which Pavelich’s organ wrote in
Berlin regarding Barthou and King Alexander were not mere
words. It said:—

“They cannot play with other nations as they like. Fate

will soon convince them of this.”

What these words meant was seen on October 9 in Marseilles,
when Kelemen-Tchernoshemski, who in 1924 murdered the Com-
munist deputy Dimo Hadji Dimov in Sofia, assassinated King
Alexander and Barthou.

Whilst the outrages were being prepared in Munich and Berlin,
the “ Nesavisna Hrvatska Drjava ” in its issue of August 16, in its
comments on the bloody events of June 30 and the “ second revolu-
tion ” in Germany, wrote in the most flattering terms of the Hitler
regime : —

~“Hitler has shown once again that not only can he enthuse and
organise a people numbering nearly 100,000,000 souls, but that
he is also capable at any moment and under the most difficult
conditions of holding this State in his hands and, as it should
be, being not only the leader of this people, but, with the will
and approval of the population, also the master.”

The “ Nesavisna Hrvatska Drjava ” is not content with accus-
ing the French government and Barthou of having favoured the
preparations of a “second revolution” in Germany, but it con-
cludes the article with the following threats:—

“Even if the hopes of M. Barthou have been partly ful-
filled, it still remains a big question who will have saved his
head by these complications.”

This attitude of the Croat terrorist organisation to the events
of June 30 caused the Paris daily paper “ Excelsior” to remark
that it was the same attitude as that expressed in the circular Herr
Rosenberg sent to his friends abroad after the leaders of the
“second revolution” had been put out of the way. “ Excelsior”
was constrained to put the question:—

“Is not this organisation of Croat terrorists just as depen-
dent on Rosenberg as the terrorist Ukrainian Konovaltz
organisation is? ”

The more closely the Marseilles assassination is investigated
the more apparent becomes the responsibility of the German fas-
cists for this assassination.

We will not draw up a list of the terrorist actions carried out
by the Ustachi since it was founded in 1929. We will only state
that, during the trial of members of the Ustachi it was repeatedly
established that infernal machines in the trains proceeding to
Yugoslavia were placed in the railway waggons not only on Yugo-
slavian territory, but also in Munich. Thus an infernal machine

~was placed in a compartment of the Zagreb express in January

last. The infernal machine exploded in Brechitza (Croatia), blow-
ing the compartment to pieces and Kkilling several people. The
Ustachi organisation thought that . the Forelgn Ministers of the
Little Entente, Benes, Titulescu and Jeftitch, who were proceeding
to a Conference of the Little Entente in Zagreb, would occupy this
compartment.

The Ministers of the Little Entente escaped only because they
happened not to be in the compartment which was blown up. Herr
Rosenberg’s organ, the “B. Z. am Mittag,” commeénted on this out-
rage with the following prophetic words:—

“The outrages which have been committed several times
on Yugoslavian railway trains will not cease.”

Encouraged by similar prophetic words of friends of Rosen-

berg, the *“Nesavisna Hrvatska DrJa.va. ” of February 16 last

declared : —
“If the three Ministers had been blown up nobody could
rightly blame the Croats, as one cannot deny anybody the
. right of self-defence, and Benes, 'I‘;tulescu and Jeftitch are
those who have provoked and atta,cked and have no business

in our Croat Zagreb.” .

That it was possible for a paper appearing in Germany to
write in such a manner, that it was also possible for terrorists in
Germany to plan assassinations, shows that the terrorist Ustachi
had very, very influential protectors in Germany.

The Ustachi Croat national fascists and the terrorists of the
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IM.R.O. are to be found in all fascist countries, but they are
accorded the most friendly treatment in Germany. Thus they
could carry on their conspiratorial activity in Germany undis-
turbed, and therefore the assassins and organisers of the assassina-
tions in Marseilles met on September 28 in Munich. In this town
Kelemen-Tchernoshemski, Kvaternik and Pospichil and the rest
of them were able to prepare their plans in peace.

The more light that is thrown on the Marseilles assassinations
the greater appears the responsmlhty of the leaders of fascist
Germany.

The Assassinations in Marseilles and the

Movement for Macedonian Freedom

By D. Vlachov.

On October 9 a successful attempt was made on the hfe of
Alexander Karageorgivitch, the King of Yugoslavia. This attempt
was made with deliberately provocative aims. The French Foreign
Minister, Barthou, was also fatally wounded by the bullets of the
assassins.

* The assassin, who was killed on the spot by pohce and mili-
tary, was first known under the name of Petrus Kelemen-Suk, but
later it became known that he was identified with Viado Georgiev
Tchernosemski, a notorious murderer and a member of the fascist
band led by Ivan Michailov.

. Who were his aiders and abettors? They were a number of
terrorists from the Croat fascist organisation Pavelitch-Pertchetch.

It is well known that close connections have been maintained
between the Pavelitch organisation and that of Michailov for many
years. . Five years ago these relations were cemented in an agree-
ment drawn up with the full knowledge and the approval of the
government of Bulgaria and of the King of Bulgaria, Boris, in
Soﬁa The agreement was signed on the one hand by Pavelitch
and Pertchetch, and on the other hand by Dr. Stanitchev and the
fascist, deputy in the Bulgarian parliament, V. Vassiliev.

The fact that Vlado Georgiev Tchernosemski, notorious as the
murderer of the great Macedonian revolutionary and Communist
deputy in the Bulgarian Parliament, Dimo Hadshi Dimov, and of
many other Macedonian revolutionaries, took a leading part in the
assassination of King Alexander demonstrates how close are the
relations existing between the two organisations. As an experi-
enced ' terrorist Tchernosemski was attached by his leader
Michailov to the organisation of Pavelitch in order to assist in the
terrorist actions of the latter body.

It is well known that both organisations have the same aim,
that they support each other on all fields both politically and
materially, and that they are both in the service of international
fascism. Both organisations work for Mussolini, Horthy, Hitler
and King Boris of Bulgaria.

Like all the other innumerable acts of terrorism committed by
these two fascist organisations in recent years, the assassinations
in Marseilles had their roots in present-day Yugoslavia, one of the
fruits of the Versailles system, in which nine milion Croats, Slo-
venians, Macedonians, Albanians, Montenegrins and other national
minorities out of a total population of 14 millions are compelled to
live under the bloody regime established by the Pan-Serbian fas-
cist military dictatorship. After the two Balkan wars the terri-
tory of Serbia became almost twice as large as it had been before.
Serbia seized by violence a great portion of Macedonia, the whole
of Kossovo and parts of other territories. Macedonians, Albanians
and Turks were made subject to Serbian rule. After the world war
the territory of Serbia extended to 271,000 square kilometres and
its population rose from 4,550,000 to 14 millions. At first called the
Kingdom of the Serbians, Croats and Slovenians, it was after-
wards termed Yugoslavia. Apart from the nationalities which had
already been subjugated, the Croats, Slovenians, Montenegrins,
Dalmatians, Bosniaks, Rumanians, Bulgarians, Germans and Mag-
yars were forced under Serbian sway.

Yugoslavia is suffering from a severe economic crisis. The
measures taken by the military-fascist dictatorship seek to place
all the burdens of the crisis on to the shoulders of the working
people and above all on the shoulders of the oppressed nationali-
ties. The poor peasants did not receive the land which was
promised them, and instead the large estates which were confis-
cated from the Turks and others went over into the hands of new
Pashas, the servants of the new regime, Ministers, generals and
deputies. The various strata of the working people of Yugoslavia,
the workers and peasants, the artisans and small traders, and the

intellectuals who sympathise with the people, are treated like colo-
nial or semi-colonial masses and they live under almast. unbeliev-
able circumstances of poverty and- misery. Hunger is prevalent
throughout Yugoslavia. All the sectlons of the workmg people are
in a ferment of discontent.

Parallel with an almost intolerable system of economic ex-
ploitation there is a system of military and police dictatorship
which aims at throttling the revolutionary movement. The police
terror is unbridled. The arbitrary administration in the courts of
law is supplemented by the arbitrary ruthlessness of the police.
Mass arrests and searches, murder without due process of law and
without sentence, innumerable cases of prisoners “ disappearing
without trace” whilst in the hands of the police, innumerable
cases of prisoners being ‘“shot whist attempting to escape,” ete.,
are everyday phenomena. The prison system is designed to exter-
minate physically the prisonérs handed over to it. The prisons of
Glavnyatcha, Stremska-Mztrovztzka and Lepa Glava are modern
Bastilles

.;Since the establishment of Serbian rule in Macedoniad’ﬁd Kos-
sovo. over 30,000 Albanian workers and peasants and over 1,500
Macedonian workers and peasants have been slaughtered. Hun-:
dreds of villages have been pounded to. pieces by . artillery. One.
hundred thousand Macedonians have passed through the prisons
of Serbian imperialism and 3,500 of thém have been sentenced’ to.
a total of ‘over 10,000 years of imprisonment.  One hundred thou-"
sand Albanians, 100,000 Turks. and 50,000. Macedonians: havé ‘been
driven out of the country and their land-has been confiscated.

- The following is an incomplete balance of the police terror
since the establishment of the faseist military dictatorship; From
January 6, 1929, to January 17, 1934, 285 political trials took place;
1,278 revolutionaries were sentenced to a total imprisonment of
3,468 years; ten revolutionaries were sentenced to imprisonment
for life; 15 revolutionaries were senteiiced to death, whilst 140
Communists, national revolutionaries and other opponents of the
Serbian. regime were murdered without trial whilst in the hands
of the police. At the present moment there are over 10,000 political
prisoners in Serbian prisons under an almost intolerable prison
regime. The hunger strike carried out by 196 political prisoners
in Mitrovitza about ten months ago gave public opinion some idea
of the nature of the Serbian prison regime.

The masses of the people in Yugoslavia have been robbed of
all political rights, whilst the national minorities have not merely
none of the ordinary political rights, but they have also been
robbed, either completely or in part, of their national and cultural
rights. The Macedomans are even forbidden to speak their own
language.

Many opponents of the brutal Pan-Serbian regime have been
unable to win their way forward to a broader revolutionary politi-
cal outlook and they are strongly under the influence of the indi-
vidual terrorist traditions attaching to the struggles of national
minorities for their freedom. The terrorists who carried out the
Marseilles assassinations are such elements. Amongst the mem-
bers of terrorist groups inside and outside of Yugoslavia there are
undoubtedly many men who honestly believe that they can further
the struggle against their oppressors and help to free their own
people by the use of individual terrorism.

These men are wholly wrong. Individual terrorist actions
undertaken without any connection with mass uprisings of the
people have never facilitated the tasks of any revolutionary move-
ment; on the contrary, they have invariably made its task more-
difficult and hindered its development.

On the other hand, those imperialist and fascist States whose
interests are contrary to those of Pan-Serbian imperialism de-
liberately exploit the internal situation in Yugoslavia to further
their own ends. These States have supported the terrorists and
offered them asylum. They have provided them with funds, arms,
munitions, forged passports, etc., and they have founded camps in
which these terrorists are trained for their murderous work under
the supervision of official military representatives of the State in
question. It has been proved to the hilt that Italy, Hungary,
Germany and Bulgaria, all fascist countries, have supported the
terrorist organisations of Michailov and Pavelitch.

For many years Michailov and his organisation have been in
the pay of Bulgarian fascism. They have played the role of execu-
tioner against the Bulgarian and Macedonian people. They have
organised banditry and terrorism in favour of Italy and Bulgaria
on Yugoslavian and Greek territory, and these actions were of an
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openly pravocative character against the Macedonian people and
its national-revolutionary struggle for freedom.

The assassinations in Marseilles were carried out at the behest
of international fascism which has every interest in causing com-
plications in Europe at the present moment and provoking a new
imperialist war.

Michailov’s chief activity consisted in the organisation of ter-
roristv crimes against prominent persons, public buildings, etc., of
the Pan-Serbian military-fascist dictatorship. At the moment
Michailov himself is in disgrace with the fascist-military dictator-
ship in Bulgaria and his place has been taken by Shandalov, the
leader of the other wing of the Macedonian fascist organisation.
Michailov has also carried out terrorist activity in that part of
Macedonia which is under Greek rule, but such actions were less
frequent. His chief activity was the extermination of the oppo-
nents of his paymaster, Bulgarian fascism, and this task is still
being performed energetically. Michailov and his bands have
murdered no less than 2,500 anti-fascist and anti-imperialist Mace-
donians in the Petritch district and in other parts of Bulgaria, and
they hia,Vé also taken an active part in the slaughter of Bul-
garian ‘workers and peasants.organised by Bulgarian fascism.

Individual terrorism brings grist to the mill of the reaction

even if such terrorism is conducted with the most unselfish motives,

This has been proved sufficiently by the history of the Macedo-
nian struggle for national freedom both under the rule of the
Sultans and under the rule of its present-day oppressors. For in-
stance, the attempt made on the life of General Kovaichevitch,
the military commandant of Schtip in 1927, resulted in the slaugh-
ter of several hundred workers, peasants and intellectuals and:in a
frightful reign of terror, both moral and physical, against the whole
population. The answer of the Pan-Serbian dictatorship to an
armed attack made in 1923 on a village in the Radovitch district,
in which Serbian colonists had settled, was the summary execu-
tion of 29 peasants from the village of Karvan in the same dis-

trict. Individual terrorism further paralyses the activity of the
masses ‘and condemns them to passivity.

Very oiten' such individual terrorist methods are used provoca-
tively by the oppressors themselves in order to provide them with
an excuse for further oppression. For instance, in 1928, the fascist
deputy Punischa Rakitch, acting under the instructions of Alexan-
der Georgivitch himself, murdered Stepan Raditch, the leader of
the Croat Peasant Party, his nephew Pavel Raditch and the Croat
leader Bassaritch, in a session of the Yugoslavian Skuptchina of
which all three were deputies. This slaughter served as thepre-
text for the establishment of the military-fascist dictatorship in
Yugoslavia.’ '

-In 1824 the Bulgarian.government Tzankoff-Volkoy organised
the. assassination of the Macedonian fascist Todor Alexandrov
and then' accused the Bulgarian Communists and Macedonian
revolutionaries of the crime. The vile provocation was then taken
as a pretext for the slaughter of 200 revolutionary Macedonians
and for the erganisation of a frightful wave of terror. against the
Bulgarian . Communist . movement and against the Macedonian
national revolutionary movement.

As a result of these facts the Macedonian masses have récog-
nised the mistakes of the past and the fatal effects the individual
terrorist actions have had on the development of their movement
for national freedom, and the overwhelming majority has turned
away from the perpetrators of such actions. The overwhelming
majority of the Macedonian people is convinced that its freedom
can be won only in mass action in concert with all the other vic-
tims of oppression and exploitation in Yugoslavia, Greece and Bul-
garia, the three countries which oppress Macedonia, and with the
victims of oppression and exploitation all over the world. The
masses in Macedonia are therefore rallying more and more around
their real organisation, the United Inner Macedonian Revolu-
tionary Organisation (IM.R.O.) which is working for the over-
throw of oppression by means of a mass insurrection, for the right
of self-determination for the Macedonian people, for the secession
of Macedonia and for the establishment of an independent
republic of the working people.

The Socialist Party in Porto Rico

“ The socialists cannot reach their great aim without fight-
ing against every form of mational oppression. They must,
therefore, unequivocally demand that the social democrats of
‘the oppressing countries (of the so-called “ great” nations in
particular) should recognise and defend the right of the
oppressed nations to self-determination in the political sense
of the word, that is, the right to political separation. A
socialist of a great nation or a nation possessing colonies who
does not defend this right is a chauvinist.”

: Lenin and Zinoviev.
By Samuel Weinman . .

More than a year ago (March 25, 1933) the socialist weekly in
in New York, the “ New Leader,” in an article by H. J. Cox, exulted.

“Nowhere under the Stars and Stripes is socialism making
so great an advance as in Porto Rico.”

What happened at that time to throw the socialist “New
Leader” into ecstasies over Porto Rico? It appears that the
cause of all the rejoicing was the fact that the election results
install‘ed' a large number of socialists in political offices, including
Santiago Iglesias. Resident Commissioner, and leader of the
Porto Rican Socialist Party, seven out of nineteen senators, thir-
teen out of thirty-nine members of the assembly and a dozen
mayors. ) ' ’

The Socialist Party had entered into a coalition with the Union
Republican Party. The socialists alone polled over 97,000 votes,
but the coalition vote exceeded 208,000, compared with 170,000 for
the liberals. On the basis of the election returns the “New
Leader ” hastened to herald thé “great advance of socialism.”

Let us see further what is the programme of the Socialist
Party of Porto Rico. Shortly following the elections Santiago
Iglesias wrote in the “New Leader” (February 4, 1933) about
“ fundamental changes,” but he made himself clear, declaring:—

“These changes will be obtained only by legislative
measures and the organisation of the workingmen.”

Iglesias and the rest of the Socialist leadership have logically
combined theory with practice by acting as the chief strike
breakers for the sugar, fruit and tobacco imperialists of Wall
Street. Strike smashing is the only reason for the existence of the
Mediation and Conciliation Service, a sub-division of the Bureau
of Labour. Commissioner of Labour Martinez, also a socialist,
ordinarily “supervises the strike sell-outs himself, but when a
ticklish situation arises Iglesias is always ready to lend a helping
hand to the imperialists.

Here is how the sell-out scheme works. The socialist arbi-
trators force the workers to accept an agreement which chains
them to their feudal conditions. For example,- Article 9, of the
agreement between the United Porto Rican Sugar Co., a Wall
Street owned property, and its employees in nine towns provides:—

“In those cases in which difficulties arise between em-
) ployers and employees,  the labourers will not ge on strike,

~-mor will they quit work. When -any difference eoccurs, they

will negotiate an understanding with the empleyers, and if

their efforts should be in vain they will apply to the Mediation

and Conciliation Commission, so that it will go on procuring
an agreement. Work will not be stopped while settlement

negotiations are going on.” )

Martinez and Iglesias are directly responsible for the strike-
breaking agreements. Yet Cox, in the same “ New Leader ” article,
already referred to, had the nerve to write that Martinez “ guards
the rights of the workers.” : .

The Socialist Party of Porto Rico recently issued a pamphlet
from which the “New York Times” (September 4, 1934) quoted
the following:— T :

“The influence of the American people (read Wall Street
imperialism—S. W.) on Porto Rico has been, is and will con-
tinue to be a civilising process, and the extension of the
Federal Constitution to the island represents a positive guaran-

- tee.of political liberty favourable to the enjoyment of individual

rights.” | . . :

In other words, the Porto Ricans are a highly fortunate people, -
Iglesias, Martinez and company maintain, because Wall Street
has chosen to take them to its bosom.

" Is it true that Wall Street has exercised a “civilising” influence
and guaranteed liberty and individual rights? Has the “socialism ”
that the “New Leader” raved about improved in- the least the
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living and working conditions of Porto Rican toilers? What exactly
are the conditions of the workers and peasants?

In brief .these are the facts: First, 650,000 Porto Ricans, or over
40 per cent. of the population, are completely unemployed. Chan-
cellor Chardon, of the University of Porto Rico, admitted that
150,000 are permanently unemployed.

Second, the vast majority of those working,’ malnly part time,
receive 5 cents an hour or less. The N.R.A. fixed wages in the
needlework code at 5 dollars a week. . General Johnson established
wages in the infants’ and children’s wear industry at the rate
of 2 dollars a week for home workers and three dollare for factory
workers. New York manufacturers are sending cut garments to
Porto Rico for sewing, finishing and embroidery. The sugar code
provides for a twelve-hour day,

Third, unemployed relief amounts to 75 cents a week for
families of three and one dollar a week extra for larger families,
even those of ten or twelve,

Fourth, the. cost of living in Porto Rico is 35 per cent. higher
‘than in the United States. The “New York Times” reported that,
thanks to the N.R.A, .goods imported from the mainland will
cost 18,000,000 dols, more this year than before the New Deal.

.. Fifth, starvation is an ordinary condition in Porto Rico.
Workers and peasants eat little besides rotten rice and. rotten
beans. Often even these foods are entirely absent. - g

The Wall Street imperialists, on the other hand, hold a mono-
poly on the island’s wealth, including the sugar, fruit and tobacco
industries, as well as the public utilities. The bankers of Wall
Street, led by the National City Bank, have squeezed enormous
super-proﬁts out of the island. .

In the face of the impoverished state of Porto Rico’s toiling
masses the “New Leader” had the audacity to support Iglesias’
pretensions to socialism.

* Chancellor Chardon, meeuahsms watch dog, has sounded
a warning bark to the imperialists, stating that Porto Rico would
be confronted with a major social catastrophe (revolution) within
twenty years unless fundamental economic changes were under-
taken.”

Disillusionment of Iglesian “socialism” is spreading rapidly.
In some sections of Porto Rico the Socialist ‘Party has already
began to disintegrate. At the same time the Communist Party
is gaining strength and influence by leading strikes, unemployed
and anti-imperialist struggles. Only confiscation of the planta-
tions, mills, ‘factories and land can bring about a “fundamental
change.” The Communist Party of Porto Rico is forging that
major social catastrophe, which will be a catastrophe only for the
Wall Street bankers and the native exploiters. For the toilers it
will spell emancipation.

United States
The Commg Elections in the U.S.A.

Letter from Washington.
By W. R.

A series of nnportant elections will take place in the United
States on November 6. As always every two years the whole of
the Congress and a third.of the deputies to the Senate will be
elected. Further, the governorship elections-will be held in 35 of
the Federal States.

" The “primaries,” that is to say, the party elections in which
the representatives of the various parties chose the candidates to
be put forward on behalf of their parties, have already taken place
in all the Federal States. The result of the coming elections will
decide in advance to a great extent the result of the Presidential
election, which will take place again in 1936, - The party in power
in the United States can generally reckon on holding the position
of President for another four years on behalf of -its candidate if
it succeeds in holding. its positions in the previous elections to
Congress and to the Senate. - The loss of the Congressional and
Senatonal elections by the Republican Party in 1930 was the pre-
liminary step to the defeat of its candidate Hoover in the Presi-
dential election in 1932.

The central point of the election campaign at present being
conducted . is .of course Roosevelt’s “New Deal” policy. In the
main the struggle is being conducted as in the past in the United
States between the two great bourgeois parties, the Republican
Party, which is out of office, and the Democratic Party, which is
in. The majority of the Democratic candidates—with the sole excep-

tion of a small minority of conservative elements—are taking theii
stand behind Roosevelt and his “ New Deal.” On the other hand,
the majority of the Republican candidates are coming forward
with severe criticism of the “ New Deal.” The chief slogan of the
Republican Party, which was driven into the opposition by the
unparalleled economic crisis after a period of office lasting twelve
years, is directed against the bureaucratic State interference in
economic life, against the tremendous growth of the public debt,
and against “the regimentation of the people” by the State, which
it declares is leading directly to the replacement of democracy
by dictatorship and to “ the terrible fate of such countries as Italy,
Germany, and—the Soviet Union” !

However, these slogans are not proving very attractive
amongst the broad masses of the American people. The Demo-
cratic Party, on the other hand, is premising the introduction of

‘State insurance and repeating the mueh-boosted promise of Roose-

velt that “no one in the United States shall suffer hunger.”

Broad masses of the lower middle classes and.of the working
class. are naturally disappointed with the results of the “New
Deal,” but first of all it is not the Republican Party which is act-
ing as the vessel for the accumulation of this dissatisfaction; and,
secondly, although it‘is directed against particular actions and
measures of the government and against individual members of
Cabinet, it is ‘not" directed against Roosevelt himself, whose per-
sonal authority is still very high‘in the various strata of American
society. Roosevelt’s clever manceuvring is becoming increasingly
difficult in face of the intensifying class contradictions, it is true,
but ‘he is still able to hold broad masses of the lower middle
classes, a section of the working class and even those sections in
whose consciousness a radical change has taken place.

The very considerable sums which have been paid out to the
farmers by the Agricultural Adjustment Administration .for the
limitation of the sowings, for cattle breeding, and as relief for the
victims of the drought have not failed to have their effect. - Up
to the present about 350 million dollars have been paid out and a
further sum of 700 million dollars is still to be paid out, not to
mention the various other ways in which the farmers are being
assisted.

When one takes this into consideration and also the fact that
support ha$ also been given to the unemployed workers to a cer-
tain extent, even although that support was very parsimonious,
it can be easily understood why the Republicans cannot reckon
with much success; why, for instance, the book written by Hoover
and published just before the ,e'lections with an eye to Republican
propaganda, “ The Challenge to Liberty,” which defends “ the old
traditions of personal and constitutional liberty,” has not had
much success, and, finally, why the conservative publicist and
friend of Hoover, Sullivan, points out quite openly that in the
coming Congress “a moderate beginning ” must be expected from
the Right wing of the Democrats rather than from the Republicans
themselves, as any considerable success for them at the coming
elections is obv10usly ‘out of the question.

The influential- Democratic leader Alf Smith, who is leadmg
the opposmon within the Democratic Party, has summed up the
prevailing mood of the American populace in the laconic words:
“Who would kill 'Santa Claus just before Christmas?” Unde*
these circumstances no one doubts that Roosevelt will be vic
torious. The only question which is still.left open is the magni-
tude of the Democratic victory. - The Democrats already have the
majority in Congress. The defeat of Hoover gave them not only
the Presidency but also a majority in both houses.

The Senate consists of 60 Democrats, 35 Republicans, and one
member of the Farmer Labour Party. The third of the seats in
the Senate which are now coming up for re-election are held by
13. Republicans, 4 “Progressive Republicans” (the “ Left” wing
of the petty-bourgeois Radicals who support the “ New Deal ), one
member of the Farmer Labour Party and 17 Democrats. In the
Southern States.the Democratic traditions are making themselves
felt strongly and in a number .of them the Republicans are not
even bothering to put forward candidates at all. In this way the-
success of the Democrats in six States is already assured, and in
addition there is the almost certain election of the Demorcatic
candidates in New York State and Massachusetts. The election -
struggle is taking place chiefly in a number of the Eastern States
which formerly had a Republican tradition, and in the farmer
States of the West and Middle West.
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The Democrats hope not only to hold their own positions but
to Win a number of further States away from the Republicans.
It %s .not at all impossible that they will obtain a two-thirds
m:fuonty in the Senate as a result of the coming elections, some-
thu}g which the Republicans never achieved even at the height of
their power and influence. The Senate is the more important of
the two houses because it ratifies agreements, etc., and possesses
a great traditional political weight.

The Congress, unlike the Senate, is elected according to the
population of each Federal State, whilst the Senate is composed of
tyvo representatives from each State irrespective of the popula-
tion figures, thus giving the less thickly populated farmer States
the upper hand of the States of the industrial East. The Con-
gress has 313 Demoeratic members, 177 Republicans, and five
members of the Farmer Labour Party. The Democrats also hope
to maintain their positions in Congress as a result of the elections.

The election campaign is proceeding along the usual lines
with the liberal use of the demagogy in which both bourgeois
parties in the United States invariably indulge. The “ New Deal ”
slogans of which the Secretary for Agricultute;;Wailace, gives an
illuminating variety in a book he has just -published, entitled
“ New Boundaries,” will hardly exercise much effect on the future
policy of the government. o o

" It is in fact more than likely that. just the period after the
elections will be the one chosen by big capital to take up a firmer
line in all questions and to demand the carrying out of measures
which have for the moment been postponed for reasons of political
expediency: for instance, a firm line against strikes, the abandon-
ment of the inflationist policy, the shifting of the burden of social
support from the State to the sphere of private charity, the stabili-

.sation of the currency, the balancing of the budget, the reduction
of wages, and the further adaptation of the National Recovery
Act to the demands of large-scale capital. )

The background of the election campaign is formed by the
tremendous economic crisis, an intensification of the dissatisfac-
tion and disappointment of the broad masses of the people, in-
creasing pressure on the part of large-scale capitalist interests,
and a tremendous intensification of all class contradictions. The
economic crisis touched its severest point in the spring of 1933,
and, despite a relapse which has since occurred, the economic in-
dex is higher at the moment than it was when Roosevelt came to
office. However, it is only now that the masses are beginning to
realise the -magnitude of the crisis, it is only now that they are
beginning to realise more and more clearly that the tremendous
catastrophe which has hit them has its roots in the nature of the
prevailing system of society.

It is true that accbrding to the statistics of the reformist
American Federation of Labour there are no longer 13.5 million
workers unemployed, as there were in March, 1933, but “ dnly ”
11 millions.‘ The index of industrial production issued by the
Federal Reserve Bank (1923-25—100) stands at from 71 to 73 in-
stead of 60 in March, 1933, and it is true that.the volume of em-
ployment in industry has increased, but within this “special sort
of depression” which has taken the place of the crisis, there has
already developed a particular cycle of « depression and pro-
sperity.” The biggest economic improvement took place in the
summer of 1933 when, according to the same index, the figure
was from 95 to 100, but after that the level dropped rapidly again.

It ‘must also be taken into consideration that the rise in the
prices of mass consumption commodities has ‘already rendered all
wage increases void, that the employers are ‘still bitterly fighting
against any recegnition of the unions, and that the key branches
of industry (those which produce the means of production) have
not succeeded in struggling out of the crisis stage. It is therefore
quite understandable that the masses are only beginning to realise
the economic and' social limits of the policy of “reconstruction
and reform.” :

The general process of radicalisation which has taken place
during the crisis was expressed clearly in the “Primaries,” which
began in September and ended in October. The “Primaries”
showed an extraordinary growth of petty-bourgeois radicalism
which occasionally threatened to break loose from the influence
of Roosevelt and go beyond the slogans of the “ New Deal.” There
is no question for the moment of any uniformity in this move-
ment, no question of the formation of any “Third Party.” 1In the
past all efforts to form such a “Progressive Party” or “Farmer

Labour Party” have proved fruitless, and the organisations which
were formed quickly collapsed under the blows of the Party
machines of the two big bourgeois parties and as a result of their
own lack of homogeneity.

The objective role at present being played by Roosevelt con-
sists in taking the wind out of the sails of the various tendencies
towards radicalism by means of demagogic phraseology, and he
is, for the moment at least,"keeping the radicalisation of the
masses to a great extent within the channels of his own influence.
In the election struggle which will take place in November it will
be still the two old traditional parties of the American bourgeoisie
which face each other. .

Reorganisation of N.R.A.

By M. Morris. (New York)

Recent developments in the N.R.A. can be understood only in
relation to the significance of the entire “ New Deal” as the pre-
cursor of fascism in the United States. The bourgeoisie, finding
itself at the end of 1932 and the beginning of 1933 in a cata-
strophic. situation, backed Roosevelt on the basis of his “New
Deal ” programme, the main features of which had been worked
out with their active participation long before he came into office.

One part of this programme involved a combination of inflat-
ing prices through the unorthodox method of direct devaluation,
supporting through loans bankrupt financial and industrial cor-
porations, and raising agricultural prices through crop reductions.
The other part of the programme, later to be known as the N.I.LR.A.
(National Industrial Recovery Act), involved the stimulation of
further development of monopolies through virtual revocation of
the anti-trust laws and the institution of industrial codes of “fair
competition” permitting price-fixing and production control,
setting minimum wages at depression levels and fixing maximum
hours. This entire programme was put across with the usual
demagogy, promising “equal” benefits to the working class through
the so-called “collective bargaining ” of wage and hour provisions
of the codes and the assurance to labour of its right to organise.
Roosevelt was presented as a friend of labour and his New Deal,
a “planned economy ” to solve the crisis.

The National Industrial Recovery Act was the cornerstone of
the “New Deal” since it not only dealt with the key questions of
labour relations but also laid the foundation for the State
machinery to bring about the desired semi-fascist organisation of
industry and labour. For this reason the head of the N.R.A.
(National Recovery Administration) was obviously the most im-
portant person in the entire “New Deal” with the exception of
Roosevelt. General Hugh S. Johnson, with his experience in
putting over the draft during the World War, his experience in
demagogy, and his ability to bull-dozé not-only the workers but
also those among the bourgeoisie who did not discern that Roose-
velt’s policies were to their own interests, was a wise choice. Under
the influence of war-time psychology ‘and ballyhoo propaganda of
unexcelled proportions, he effected the initial setting up of the
stupendous apparatus within an incredibly short period of time.

That the New Deal has been a success in promoting the in-
terests of the big bourgeoisie at the expense of the broad masses
of workers and farmers is clear to-day. According to Donald R.
Richberg’s report, August 26, 1934, “net profits of 402 industrial
companies rose from 47,380,000 dollars in the first half of 1933 to
355,870,000 in the first half of 1934, an increase of over 600 per
cent.” On the other hand, the consumption of the necessities of
life is less to-day than it was a year ago. Retail prices of food in
September, 1934, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labour statistics,
were 29 per cent. above those of April, 1933. Retail prices of
clothing (Fairchild Index) in’September were 27 per cent. above
those of April, 1933. At the same time, the average weekly wages
of ‘workers in manufacturing industries as reported by the Bureau
of Labour Statistics were in July, 1934, only 10.5 per cent. above
those of April, 1933. Furthermore, according to the Federal
Relief Administrator Hopkins, the number of people receiving
Federal relief this winter will reach a new high record of
20,000,000. ‘

This vicious attack of the N.R.A. upon the standard of living
of the entire working class, together with the complete exposure
of the emptiness of its promises by the strike-breaking activities
of its various labour boards, has raised the class struggle to a new



No. 56 v

international Press Correspondence

1481

level. This manifested itself in a new wave of strikes and militant
struggles ‘of ‘national dlmensmns, ‘such as the San Francisco long-
shoremeén’s sirike and the more recent natxonal textile strike. At
theé same time, the greatly improved financial posmon ‘of the big
'pourgeoisie and their realisation of the benefits accruing to them
through the whole New Dedl programme leads them to more
vigorous insistence upon “reforming” the N.R.A. to achieve two
main tasks: (1) consolidation of the advantages gained by estab-
lishment of the permanent N.R.A. organisation more closely tied
up with ‘industrial and finance capital: and (2) complete suppres-
Sion of the. rapidly increasing struggles of the workmg class
agathst the mtensxﬁed exploitation under the N.R.A.

~ The achievement of this two-fold task required the change of
"N.R.A. from an emergency one-man. orga.msauon to one based on
“comimittees’ of leading capitalists and reactionary J,axbﬂur leaders.
This meant the end of Johnson’s usefulness as the N.R.A. whip.
,Also, his outspoken, vitriolic attacks on labour too -openly exposed
the strike-breaking role of N. R.A., .contrary to the desired subtle
demagogy of the Administration .and the AF. ¢of L. officialdom.
As a consequence, Johnson was “ qmetly forced ” out of the N.R.A.
..on September 29, 1934, -

. The -reorganisation of N.R.A. embraced the revision of the
-Andustrial Emergency Committee, established by executive order
.in,June,;; 1934, 80 ‘that it -will wew determine the broad policies of
simost ;all-of ;the “New Deal ” -agencies. It created the Industrial
Recovery ‘Board to replace Johnson as administrator of Article 1.
of N.ILRA. (industrial codification). Both of these boards sare
directly responsible to Roosevelt.

“The “Industrial Emergency Committee ‘will: determme “ with
-the ‘appraval of the President,” the general-policies of the admini-
stration of N.ILR.A.; make recommendations concerning problems
siof irelief, public-works, labour disputes and industrial and agricul-
“#yural ‘recovery; and co—ordmate these activities. Donald R. Rich-
Jberg, ‘former rallWay labour lawyer and until now General Counsel
“for N.R.A.; is chairman of this committee. It5 other members are
Secretary of Interior, Harry L. Ickes; Secretary of Labour, Frances
‘Perkins; Federal Emergency Relief Administrator, Harry L. Hop-
'krns ~and Agrlcultural Adjustment Administrator, Chester C.
“Davis. That the ‘appointmeént of Richberg as head of this body
‘isin response to the demands of industrial and finance’ capxtahsts
is mdlcated, by the fact.that as long ago. as March, after the “ field
day for critics” (the . convocatlon at, Washmgton ‘of Code Authority
executwes and so-called critics of NR.A), Kiplinger Letter, con-
ﬁdentm’f news service to business men, summarised the opmxons
of employers as to des1rable reorganisation of N.R.A. as follows:
. To let Johrson retme a. few months hence with glory, thanks

nd relief.. . . Men mentioned to succeed Johnson: Richberg. is

ower No. 1 behmd Johnson. Richberg has a partial grip.on
labour, a partial gnp on 1ndustry,, the two major.competing forces
. Within NR.A. »

. -iChe lndustnal Recovery Board will execute the N.LR.A., sub-
ject to the approval of the Industrial Emergency.Committee. As
“chairman .of -this Board, Roosevelt appointed. 8. Clay Williams,
. farmer ;president and now vice<chairman of the.Board of Directors
wof. the. R:'J. Reynelds Tobacco Company, one of -the three com-
panies having a virtual monopoly -of cigarette manufacturing in
the United States. He has been active in: N.R.A: circles since its
-early beginning, first as chairman of the Tndustrial Advisory Board

“and vice-thairman of the Ndtional Labour Board, and more Te-
¢ently as chairman of the Business Advisory and Planning Council
for ‘the Department of Commerce. Through his influence the
‘cigarette companies ‘are not yet operating under an N.R.A. code
and his own company pays wages as low as five dollars and six
“dollars a week to Negro workers in its plants in Winston Salem,
North Carolina.

Another member of the board, closely allied with monopoly
capital, is Arthur D. Whiteside, president of Dun and Bradstreet
_and former N.R.A. Divisional Administrator who negotiated the
retail and textile codes. His high favour with the capitalists is
clearly indicated by the description of him as candidate for John-
son’s place, in Kiplinger Letter, March 10, 1934: “ Whiteside is
Choice No. 1 of the industrialists. He’s an excellent man, but
. labour isn’t enthusiastic.” ’

In addition to these two men, who, according to the New York
. Hevald-Fribune. October 7, 1934, :wgre, ! chosen as business men
and conservatives,” a third member of the board is “Sidney 'Hlll—

man, president of the Amalgamated -Clothing. Warkers wof
America and one of the most reactionary AJF. of L leaders. Its
other members are Leon C. Marshall, co;lege professor, formerly
member of the now defunct Natiorial Labour Board, and Walton
H. Hamuton, professor of Constitutiopal Law af- Yale Umversxty
Clearly it is a board. designed to “administer” the N.R,A, in
closest ha.rmony with the interest of Wall Street finance and in-
dustnal caplta.hsts to further the development of monopohes and
cartels whlle at the same time brutally suppressmg all militant
strike struggles of the workers against the mtolerable qondmon,s
imposed on them Ly the N R.A.

. .dn one of his first statements, Donald R. Richberg, ehaxrman
of the Industrial Emergency Committee, insured the confidence of
the big bourgeoisie in him by his exposition of .the policy of the
reorganised N.R,A. Aecording to Wall Street Journal, October 10.
1934, the chief points of this statement were: (1) “Despite some
unwise and uneconomical expenditures in the past nineteen
months, ‘the unemployed must be cared for through further out-
lays to prevent revolution.” - (2) The only way out of depression
“is being found” in steady increase of employment in profitable,
private enterprise. (3) Shortenjng of hours and raising of wages
may be accomplished teo rapldly, so that purchasing pewer and
production-would suffer. - (4) Necessary price and production
control has been due business in return for labour concessions;
there will be no blanket code revision. This statement of policy
clearly shows that the new N.R.A. differs from the old only in its
more open drive to consolidate the advantages gained- under the
N.R.A.

The means of achieving the second aim of the big bourgeoxske,
namely, the more drastic suppression of the rising wave of strike
struggles, was delineated by Roosevelt himself in his proposal to
use government machinery to effect a “truce” in labour struggles.
In a “fireside” radio broadcast (September 30, 1934), carefully
timed to coincide with the opening of the national conventlon of
the American Federation of Labour. he proposed to

« confer within the coming month with small groups of those

truly representative of large employers of labdur and of large

. groups of organised labour, in order to seek their co-operation

“in establishing what I may describe as ‘4 spec1ﬁc trial period
_...of mdustrxal peace.”

. With his customary demagogy, he declared further —_

; “1 shall not ask either émployers or employees per-
manently to lay aside the weapons ' common’ to mdustria,l
war. . .. I shall ask both groups to give a’ fair tnal to peace-
ful methods of adjusting their conflicts of opimon and mterest
and to experiment for a reasonable time with measures smt-
able to civilise our industrial civilisation.” *.

. That this is an. attempt to,induce workers not to strike while

', mployers eontinue their drastic attack against wages, hours and

workmg conditions and consohdate the;.r proﬁt gains is cleé,rly
indicated by its s1mlla.nty to his statement. on August 5, '1933,
hailing the creation .of .the strike-breaking National Lahour’ Board

- At that time Roosevelt stated —

“ Of importanee to the recovery programme is the appeal
to’ management -and labour for industrial peace . .. it calls
upon every individual in -both groups -to avoid strikes, lock-
outs, or any agressive action during the recovery programm.a.
“Through  the. activities of this board, together. with the colla-

‘poration of the AF. of L. officials, employers put through their

drastic cut in wages, increased speed-up and intensified eXploita-
tion of the NR.A. codes.

Roosevelt’s “truce” is also a step toward the absolute out-
lawing of strikes. -His commendation of the British anti-strike
policy is proof of this. “Is it not a fact,” he asked, “ that rela-
tions between capital and labour on the basis of eollective bar-
gaining are much further advanced in Great Britain than in the
United States?” In thus lauding the British national concentra-
tion government he voices the aims of one of the most vicious anti-
union bodies in the United States, the NationalAssociation of Manu-
facturers. This body, according to Wall Street Journal, August 23,
1934, is planning a drive at the next session of Congress to place
legal restrictions on the activities of labour .unions, “has distri-
buted copies of the British Trades Disputes Act. of 1927 and appar-
ently will sponsor some :sich law ‘in the ‘United States.” The
Wal- Street Journal points out further - that:. “ The British Act

‘made strikes illegal under certain conditions, prohibited sympa-
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thetic or genera.l strikes, limited plcketmg and in g‘eneral con-
“frolled-local employment relations.”

" ‘The British anti-strike law” was enacted largely through the
defeatist-and treacherous- pohcles of the Labour Party and trade
-uhion’ le_aders the social-fascists, MacDonald, Thomas, Snowden
-Clynes. " The acclaim and prompt action Wlth which theAF of L.
-officials greeted Rodsevelt’s stnke-breakmg proposal is ample proof
that” thése' labour misleaders, collaboratmg with the N.R.A, are
prepared ‘to bind the American workmg class just as thelr British
“eounter-parts did in 1927.

The recent developments of the N. RA and the “New Deal”
programme’ as:a whole are then another example~of the:rapid
trend "toward fascisatiofi of the leading capitaﬁst éduntries. The
Néw Deall prormses of “colléctive bargaimng"’ ‘and-labour’s “right
to organise ? have proven to- be their oppdeites—awege ‘euts; speed-
up, -unémployment, ‘company unions, ‘an@ briital ‘suppression’ 6f
any organised attempt by the working elass 'to improve its position.
' Thus-a year ‘and a‘'half of the New De#l:has aniply proven
‘the" corréctness of ‘the analysis of the-Comimunidt ‘Party of the
U:S.A. “In‘his report £6°the Party on July 7 1933 Earl Browder,
seere’cary of the CP.U.S.A;, stated:=-:"

: “wfor- the- Wérking class the- Intlustmal Recovery Aet is
“truly ‘an industfial ‘slavery Act. It is omeé-of the steps toward
<o the mﬂitansa‘non of labour It 1s k% forerunner of: American
v 5'Yaseism L ARERE - DO .

Germany |
The Frame-Up Against Ernst"l‘yhaelmann an

International Provocation
* (1) An Achievement of Fasmst Demagogy——“ High Treason ”y
;- “High treason!” the phrase which the national socialists use
to cloak their bloody extermmatron of all who stand in their way.

Just one moment, gentlemen m1lllons and millions of anti-
fascists and world public opjnion, are not to be Iobbed oﬂ' so easily
with a phrase of that sort., . . .

- Ernst Thaelmann hes eommltted “hrgh treason”? When,
where and how, if you please" For twenty months he has been
in your hands now and up to the moment you have produced no
evidence against. him to justify any such charge. World public

apinion will not permit you to imprison, torture and slaughter men
,who have done nothing, but who, in your opinion, had the “ inten-
tion” of domg somethmg which you choose to call “high treason.”
World pubhc opmxon will not permit you to prophesy what your
victims might’ have done “if,” and then to present anh unbelieving
world with this’ prophecy as t.h’e “ legal basis " for the dea,th sen-
tence and execution.’ i

And another point, « high treason "? Committed ageinst whom

and whet" Was it against “democracy ”? The same democracy
which you yourselves have attacked with violence and infamy of
which no Marxist is capable because he is well aware of the his-
“torical conhnection between slavery, feudalism and ‘capitalism?.
. Or was it perhaps ‘high treason ” against the German Re-
pubhc ‘Which you presented for fourteen years as “a shame and a
humlhation » for Germany, as “ Germany’s lowest depth of degra-
“dation,” as the ‘work of “gib-humans” and of the “Kearned
Elders of “Zion,” whose “constitution: was riddled . through and
through even in the days of Ebert and Hindenburg and:which you
ﬁnally destroyed wheh youi'cameé o power, together thh the last
remnants of the rights of ‘the ‘working: masses?. - +

The executioners, the terrorists and the dlcta.t,ors who have
proved in' fheory and prattice ) thousand times that the law, jus-
tice ana the constitution mean nothing to them, that justice, the
law and thé' constitufioh are ‘“un-German;” “ un-Aryan ” and the
products of* rotten liberalism ™ which fasclsm will dispose of once
and for ally theése men want to charge Ernst’ Thaelmann. with

“«high treason,” thh the violation . of this- same law, justice: and
constitution.

These 1rr%ponsrble demagogues want to try Ernst Thaelmann
"for “high treason,” although up to the time of his arrest and im-
pnsonment his speeches and his actions were not indictable-accord-

“‘ing to the prevailing laws and according to the constitution, and
although these same laws and the constitution guaranteed him
parliamentary immunity, and although legal and constitutional
amnesties have removed him from the possibility of legal prosecu-

tion.
In view of these facts we demand his immediate and uncon-

i

“rectior inl the’ spring of 1933.”

ditighal release. ‘A cynical legal murder is bemg planned by an
“equially cyticdl juridical system. For this reason Thaelmann is
bemg SuppOrted not only by his immediate frrends and comrades,
‘but by hundreds of thousands of indignant men and women,
Yawyers, authors, journalists, sciéntists and artists, and t.hey will
'mobrlise stlll‘greater masses in ‘his defence.

"{2) The “Planried Insurrection »_an Invention of Goebbels
- ““The’ Commumst Party mtended to carry out an armed’ msur-
Thxs ‘delibérate lie of the Germa.n
‘Propaganida Mimstry has been repeated by Goering in public
meetmgs in broadcast speeches and‘in interviews:

= T‘o—day the Whele ‘world knows that this statement whlch is to
“forni“the gravamen’ ‘of the charges agamst Ernst 'I*haelmann at his

-trlal is & détiberate lie:

S IPThe dems‘rons ‘of 'the German Commumst Party up to January
‘39 the date whén Hitler came to power; are well known' and they

“have been -distributed in humndreds  6f thousands of printed stdte-
sments. - Amongsf the printed’matetrial’issued: by the Communisb
-Party is none which conveys any such suggestron

Even after the burning of the Rexchstag by the national
-socinlists-and after the letting - loose of a Horrible- wave of terror

wagainst the working ‘class, the Communist Party did not proclaim

@ revolutionary insurrection in view ‘of ‘the ‘attitude of the leaders

‘of ‘the:social-democratic party and of the German reformist trade

‘union -fetteration (A.D.G.B.) and in view. of the illusions whieh
‘were: harboured by great masses of the middle class and -of t.he
‘peasantry.

In. April, 1933, an official artlcle by Fmtz Heckert appeared in
:all the organs of the Communist International dealing with the
«question of whether the tactics of the Communist Party of Ger-
‘many. in, the spring of 1933 were correct.or not.. This article

_pointed out that .it was precisely. Goering’s plan to provoke the

‘Communist Party into launchmg an armed insurrection and that
the Communijst Party acted absolutely correctly in refusmg to fall

“into the trap prepared for it.

Although the brown terrorists may pretend that they do not
know these facts, the world knows them. and it knows still more.
In autum.n 1933, a plenary sessign of ‘the Executive Committee of
the Commumst International took place. At this Thirteenth

Plenary Session the German Communist leader Wilhelm Pieck
“delivered a ‘speech on the situation in Germany. Twenty Com-

‘munists t,ook ‘part in the discussion on the German question. The
‘resolutioris of the ' session dealt in detail’ with the German situa-
tion. ‘The speeches, the discussions and the resolutions were pub-

‘tished throughout the world in a score of languages, as every

reader of the newspapers knows, and they all point out that
the ‘Central Committee of the German Communist Party, under
the: leadership of Ernst Thaelmann, was correct when it refused
to'let itself be provoked by Goering into an armed insurrection.
Despite all these known facts the German fascists have the
impudence to present a forged * plan of revolution” to support the

; iudwtment of ‘Thaelmann.

~Every thinking person is well aware that this precmus “ plan »
is ‘e product of the national socialist forgery: workshops, and that
the “witnesses” for the prosecution are- eermpt and’ perjured
wretches. “Why is that perfectly clear?.

<~ The main, aim ‘of the Dimitrov process was not really to prove

that Dimitrov and Torgler had set fire to the Reichstag.  The whole
-indictment; the speeches of the Ministers-and the evidence of the

police: witnesses, were:all directed to proving that in the spring of

- 1933 the Communist Party of Germany had intended te launch an

armed rising and-that the.burning of the Reichstag was to be.the

--“ signal ” fpr the revolt.

-Both these contentlons collapsed utterably and mlserably The
accused Communists had to be acquitted. A year after Hitler ‘had
come, to pawer I Dimitrov was released. ..

. The- senaatxonal question now anses, Why was the notorzous
“ plan for_ armed insurrection ” not produced .in the Dimitrov
proces,s‘? Why were not the witnesses ‘whom the national socialists
now cla.lm to ‘have in support of its “authenticity * not mvxted to
give ev1d,ence in the Dimitrov process?

We shall shout this question throughout the whole world in
order that the last decent, honest person may recognise the infamy
which is being prepared against Thaelmann. Is it not clear that
the whole Dimitrov-Torgler trial would have taken a completely
different course if Goering and Goebbels had been able to produce
an “authentic” plan for a Communist insurrection? That would
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-have been the sensation of the prosecution. - What conclusions
" must be dra,wn from the fact that nothing of the sort was in fact
produced?
Eleven months after the fasclst government came to power not

& single document and not a single witness could be produced in
the most sensational process of the century to: support the lying
contention that the Communist Party had planned an armed in-
'surrectmn The national socialists had to swallow a sxgnal defeat
in_the eyes of the whole world. .

°.. After twenty months however, @ plan for armed revolutwn »
has been discovered just in time for the Thaelmann trial and “ wit-
nesses ” have also been. dzscovered to support itl

" No, the world will not let this shameless forgery pass w1thout
" protest. We shall break the back of the precious “plan? . which
. the forgers have _produced. in elghteen months of hard and painful
"Work befme the forgers have a chance to use it in order that world
.puplic opinion shall not be confused and misled: The.production
‘of this shameless “plan” is an mdlcatlon of. the - great, danger
which is threatening Ernst Thaelmann-and ot the unscmpulous—
{Vness which we may still expect ) .

a0 ’

(3) Temporary Conclusions )
"“For the moment we have taken two points from the 1nd1ctment
‘pecause they’ seem of: special unpqx‘tance to us. We shall later on
‘take the other points in ‘the indictmént; the “accusation ™ cf con-
spiracy, incitement to a general strike, terrorism’ and thé new

crime invented by the fascists to suit the case, “ the ‘will to’crime” .

~and’ “intellectudl” respcmsﬁnhty,” and We shall come to equaIIy
*important’ conchisions. :

- The Leipzig trial in which Dimitrov fought and won w1th the

' support of millions of men and women throughout the world, has

+'proved that apart from the general political movement of salidarity

with the accused, the concrete legal struggle against the fascist

adventurers is of the greatest importance. This will also be the .

case in the coming trial of Ernst Thaelmann. However, the legal

people in order that mass action may support the actions of the

lawyers and of the juridical commissions and encourage them in |

the attack.

It has further been shown that if we use the correct arguments
. we can extend our influence far beyond the ranks of the working
classes and win broad sections of the intelligentsia, the middle
.. classes, the bourgeois radicals, the democrats -and the republicans
for eur cause and for the international action to.secure the release
-of the anti-fascist prisoners.
) Therefore we must popularise these arguments and these facts
 in protest resolutions and meetings, in protest telegrams and
through protest deputations, and we must urge on the anti-fascist
lawyers to provide still further such legal arguments: . This is also
. important for other reasons. In all capitalist countries fascism is
making great progress in the State organs. Laws, justice, consti-
_ tution, emergency decrees, exceptional laws, concentration camps,

'ﬁ, terrarism and legal murder—these are no longer purely “ German

,._t;questmns » German fascism is ﬁnding apt pupils all over the

. .world, even in countries- which came under fascist dictatorships
" even before Germany did..

— When we enter the lists against German fascxsm and German
. fascist justlce ” in the 'Ihaelmann process we are winning greater

‘j‘clarlty and forgmg the weapons for .the struggle against fascist

"T,“ justice” and against the advance of fascism.in all other capi-
tahst countries. ) L v

Internahona,l Release Action for Thaelmann by Railwaymen
Paris, October 21.

The raﬂwaymen and transport workers of a number of coun-
<:tries;"France, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, and the Saar, organ-
ised a Thaelmann protest action on the same day. Stickybacks
with twelve different slogans for the anti-fascist struggle and the
! release of Thaelmann were stuck on the trains and on the freight
goods going to Germany. Two of these slogans were: “Heil
Hitler means the executioner’s axe! Fight for Thaelmann’s
" rélease”; and “Free Thaelmann! Down with  Hitler,
Goering, Ley!” -The Barcelona branch of the national
trade union federation of the railwaymen of Spain (Amsterdam
trade union) has resolved to take part in the Thaelmann release
action. 'The railwaymen of Liege concealed leaflets with Thael-
- mann’s photo in luggage going to Germany.

'.i"cem; ELTTI

- initiators were to a large extent students..

The Situation in the German High’ Schools
By A Robert

All the social political measures 6f German Fascism amount
to the same thing: whether it sends the young workers with’ hoe
and spade on to the land, whether it places old skilled workers
in the place of young workers, it always'has the same result, skxued

“.work; or social labour power, is diminished:

And so it happens that fascism has the eﬁrontry to shout
congratulations on the reduction -in-the number of students in
.German high schools, and to acclaim!’this d4s & success for its
policy. * Actually -this' reduction means -a -great loss: in- skilled
labouricpower; a'need for which exists, but’ whxch cannot be used
by _capitalism in its period of ‘crisis. B Ll
+2uirThis loss:is wery serious. .:The-latest: statlstms show that the
number of::students i 'German. - seientifie. institutes has ‘falen

~from ' 115/722to 95,667, i.e; 1.3 .per’cent. in-the'period: from the
rsummer term1933 to the summer:term 1934. It is typical of the

capitalist’ éridis:that  this reduction is particularly high in: the
technical:scientific institutes. *Even in’ the universities -the. figure
is above the average, 19.3 per cent. but in the technical high
schools it is 19.9 per cent., and in the miring. colleges-it'is 20.4 per
“cent, and in- the commercwd mstitutes 1t rises even to 339 pet

ki This* extra.erdmarﬂy blg reductlon s not 'to be attributed sd!ely
to the iintroduction of the numerus clausus,'but it is due’chiefly
to the breaking off of study in thé middle of the course. This is
:admitted in: the official statlstlcs and at. the same - time looked

-8 Success.’

. Naturally the numerus: clausus has its effect. It censtltutes
a sharpening of the development in regard to the high ‘schools,
but in no way means that this is:the. first time that there is a
decline in the entries: to the high schools.. The figures of new

- enrolments have been going down:since 1931 as a result of the
arguments also must be placed before the broad masses of the ~

crisis. The statistics show :the following development
' New Enrolments in the German ngh Schools
1931 ..iiiiiiiiiiiieenn 30,800
1932 L iieeeee 25,400 .
1933 .iiiiiiiiniiiieaan. . 15,500 (numerus clausus)
193¢ ..ol iiiiieeenee . -10,000. » »

. The table shows the sudden drop between the years 1932
and 1933. . Here fascism came more sharply into play. Its policy
did not bring in anything new: in this sphere, as in all others,

_ it made the position catastrophically worse.

All these figures give only a superficial plcture of what to-
day is the fate of the young intellectuals of Germany, of German

- science. If a part of the students are thrown out of the high

schools, because capitalism does naot know what.to do with them,
and therefore tries to get rid of them by abandoning them to
hunger—the other part which remains at the high schools is not
.used in order to create new skilled cadres. ‘The fact is, that a
number of important professors have been dismissed because they
were “ Non-Aryans” or ‘“Liberal.” On-the other hand, a number
of national-socialist professors were -appointed whose qualifica-
tions consisted of their party card. .And thus the scientific level
of the German high schools has fallen enormously. s
On the other hand, the:students are more and more w1thdrawn
from the high schools and -used for the carrying through. of

. special tasks in the interests of the fascist state. The whole high

school policy of the National Socialists is directed to. making -the
students a speecial- guard which is prepared to go through fire

-and water in the interests of the monopoly capitalist. chiefs of

National Socialism.

. The labour camps, military trammg and other developments
of fascist. militarisation all' serve the .same purpose, and their
The effect of these
measures-is that the students are occupied almost exclusively with
military drill and compulsory meetings of the fascist organisa-
tions, with the result that they have very little time left for
actual study. A special Commando keeps watch over the students.
Typical of these methods is the “ voluntary ” enlistment of students
in the Reichswehr, recently introduced, whereby the year which
is passed-in the army is reckoned as a study year.

There is a similar development in the schools. One whole
day a week is devoted exclusively to the military training of school
children. All these children, of whom only a small number have
the intention of passing on to a scientific high school and con-
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tinuing their education, every. Saturday the State Youth Day,
go out in uniform in order to bé trained in the use'of arms.
All this is the consisteiit dartyifig out of the will of the bour-
- geoisie. The. bourgeoisie, in 4ts:.crisis, has no: interest either in
«sRe further development of seignee or-in: the formation: of educated
- seientific .cadres. It wants to, meke the students into.an instru-
oment of its political will: they are to bethe bearers and producers
of fascist ideology, they are:4o.form: the: OﬂrdWﬁ cIf a iasclst -civil
Jwar grmy and an -imperialist- armed. force: )
¢, - ‘Why do the students appeag,ta:be suited .to thls purpose" At
4B well known that the students: were;.among the. first who joiried
oyp-with National - Socialism.; They. helieved ithat; in -the “ Third
. Reich” they cquld find something: which they had. not. fourd
in the Weimar Republic; sogial -usefulness, i.e.,.a profession and
s &uture ;prospects.: . $o. they were easy.prey.for National Socialism.
~With its usual demagogy it promised them a revolutionary change
~@f thereconomic system; which, on the one hand,: would.allaw
~gyeryone: to: study, angd, on the.other hand, would:give -everyone
@ Drofession- and.a ‘jeb. . It promised :a “ Nationai' Socialist high
< fekoo} /- which would ovieremne the stenhty oI tihe 01(1 ! hbarahst ”
i §c:uence‘ :
averythmg tbat has been done up ta now 1s iy direct contra—
ﬁmum {0 what the Nazis:promised before. the-seizure .of peower.
The economic situation of the students has grown worse rather
- rian; betier.: - Over and, above ‘the high: fees,, subiseriptions:for sport

- rand.. ofler. things haves 4d be paid. -Apart from this, all those |

- whotdo notpravide full guargntees of their. political ' soundness ”
fewer prospects of a profession than ever, as the limitation of

schqols hag fallen.
. - Therefore, it -is understandabLe that German students ‘who
were looked:upon as a.special gyand for, capitalism, ‘are more -and
- nore -beeamng  the :meost unreliable -elements .of the National
Socialist: {Party: The continual change in- the leadership of -the

German stydents reflects the, deep inner Jift which runs through
this organisation.

The national social

contintie tHe ‘whole rotte

the undignified tomfooldt y thre ‘old “ student glory.” The only

“social- furfetion ‘of* thes€” eorporationg ileonsists of prowdmg soft
" gifedutes fok the’ sons of 'Prissihi Fuhkérs dnd Hich gGVeriiﬁrent S BT 1 which It 1s Sbafed e

o‘i‘ﬁma(ls Thé ity of the' staliéiMilagaingt this' rotten system ¢an
be understood. The TefdéHshiy IOF 4 students; tHerefore, Was

“‘compelled §6:0arry on a shiifn fighifRgaidst the! ‘ebrporations, which, |
“Rowever, - Wk Y6oh - éxposed B8’ idelip: nothing: else but ‘4 ipiece .
~of humblg! “THE Mmitleus Gpeetkies sgainds “caste spirit* and

.gymbolit @ets, sch as Wd BFning: of ’corpera,‘tlon caps, have lost .

theu' ‘attragtion; it is deedsithist B warited.

-, 1 THe nertﬁmtxm of FéioRert, ‘And his ‘brder for fhe founding ,

Lot Comradesm‘p ‘Houses, s 1iteded -as 4 1hbve to'séothie exacer- |

“ibated feeliigs. ‘On the ore: ‘hahd, it i8 bo ‘givé ‘the impression
“that Feicker is’safeguarding th& “révolutionary 8.4 tradition”
o? the studerts land ‘Wants 157406 continue, that he is réady to strike

*‘a decisive blow- agdinst the &}rporatibns ‘arid on’ the ‘other hand
it has the’ burpose of confinuivg the militarisation of the students
“in'n shafper form and of keepifiz them. under ‘the strongest con-
trol.
porations publicly protestéd with: unusual sharpnese, and Feitkert,
- obedlently following their wishes, 'had to’give them ‘the right to

estabhsh their own Comradeshlp Houses, whete they could cul-'

tiviite their “caste spirit” in its purést form. That made the
whole situation worse, and the leadership of the students vacilla.ted
between the émbittered national socialist students and the cor-
porations supported by wide circles of the bourgeoisie. It is

‘already rumoured that they will be forced to withdraw the order -

for the Comradeship Houses and may well come a cropper over
this business. That would be the third set of leaders which have
been used up since Hitler’'s coming to power, quite apart from
numerous removals of district leadérship.

All this'is bound to have the most Serious effect in the camp
of the students, and open the eyes of those who have not yet
clearly seen through the policy of Hitler fascism. Not a single
one of the economic and political promises of the Nazis has been
fulfilled; they must to-day recognise that they have been shame-
fully deceived right from the beginning.

The -old troop of those who from the beginning fought aga1nst

But '‘the first misfortutie’ happened -immediately: The cor-

« fasciémin -the university could not bé destroyed. Even to—day,
after hundreds -hawve -béen ‘removed, the' reévolutionary student
groups are still working in the high schools. They continually
Jdssue:materigl ‘which. throws a light én the position in the high
schools and show the students:- that fascism has broken all its
“promises, ‘thatithe future of ‘the intelectual youth of Geérmany
lies only i & sovcialist state. By coming forward on behalf of
:thei every-day demands of the students and showmg themselvés
as true revolutionary comrades, they are dra.wmg the masses 6f
" disappoitited ‘students over into ‘the camf) of the mrkmg class,
iimto ‘thie ‘cathp of " fighting ‘afiti-Pascists. :

And so a new'army grows, whith fights dgainst fascist oppres-
‘Biomi for the. ethaiicipation of Iabour and science. Every German
Jgtldent aust ‘nderstand that -only oppressmn awaits him 1n

T, ETitherS (Priid Reich. < He it éeognise’ that only in‘a socmnst
SiEermiéfy can g freed science flourish.! As soon as he has. come
g ouhderstahd this Be will enter ‘inté-the’ “great frornt ‘of all the
12@ecdived, Who ére fighting -against the natmnal socialist deceivers.
DN 'iBe 8ille of the workers who have heen deceived over bread
and wages, on the side of the youth who Have been deceivéd
over professions and their future, on the;side of all small peasants
- and nanchcraftsmen who - daily and hourly have. been deceived
‘o the;r tiny bit of _property, the student will step forwards as
y an pntﬁusxa,st;c soldxer of. the revolutxon in the fight agamst the
‘“Third R,eth
“At the Wor.ld Coqgress of Students in Geneva, the German

_,students w111 be represented. commg from the barrack-room atmos-
¢-canno} . count, . on: any -stipend - or - reduction of -fees. ‘There :are *

Phere of Germany, they will indict fascism before the whale world,

.. and their fighting call against this system of oppression will ring out
~.adimission ;shows; clea.rly ennugh The scxentlﬁc level of the high ~

The techmcal workers.of Germany’ ssomahst future rise and stretch
‘,the)r ha.nds to théir brothers. To their brothers throughout the
worl& and to their brothers, the worklng ciass

§E_ﬂ_%:1

i§t"st11dents expect ‘their leaders to carry =
through a, sharp fight against the corporations whinh want to .
adition of the old drmkmg student, .

Even the reports whlch the reactlona1 Y Spamsh newspapers
‘publish: testify to- the great herorsm ‘and’ the hlgh degree of
Jorganisation of the Asturian mmers who took up arms agamst ‘the

aseist ‘government.

iy

JdThe faskist BT Debm}e” pubhshes 2 report on 'the ﬁghtmg in

“The impression which the- pbpulaf:ion ‘have of ‘the
cayethods employed by the workers'is ‘the following The in-
surmts weére ‘iindér the' leadershtp of ‘people 'who *Had ‘a_mas-
«iYéry: 0f military ‘sciénée. “This cdn be'seen‘from the dlsclphne,
*i {418 ‘organisationi “and -order which’ they preserved during “the
stt;ack and: the ‘way in -which they orgamsed various services in

the: redr tHe Supply ‘of food and médicat réquirements.”
e ‘sake issie 0f ‘the "““EI ‘Debate™ ‘pubHshes a report of a
Gen?vérsa;t&oh ‘with' ‘Senor Mieres, the lea(fer of the fascist orgarisa-
tion 7« Peeple’ -HAction.” s + This fascxst was taken prlsoner ‘by ‘the
Workdrs  during Fthe m'suri‘ectlon CHE has “to ‘admit that the
Asturian workers were strictly organiséd He states that the
'i‘mrkers formed ‘groups 6f 10 to 12 mien, eadh ‘group being under
& Genenyander. The revolutionaries moblhsed ‘the doctors'in order
to tend the wounded “¥n"the ranks of’ the revolutionaries there
‘$ere many - quite ‘young ‘pedple, ‘even 12 to 14 years of age, who
were armed with rifles like the adults. The women also fought
together with the workers.

In the Turon district the workers set up a special organisation
‘which had the ‘task of mamtaming uninterrupted work in the
mines. They appointed new engineers and mine managers and
removed the old managers, whom they held as hostages.

Revolutionary orders were posted up on the walls of the town,
as for instance :—:

“It is hereby -declared that the tenant farmers are the
lawful owners of the land which they have rented of the land-
owners.”

A .doctor who has returned from -Asturias relates in the same
.:paper that the workers, after they had taken possession of the
munition factories, immediately set production going and kept

the factories working full capacity. He writes:—

“On Qctober 8 I was in Trubija (where the largest arms
factory in:Spain is situated). The factory worked at full pres-
sure. The workers formed a council. - They wished to produce
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L When 1 arnved in Trubua t‘he Saviet had alrea.dy ‘been formed

\_\The workers had. declared a state of siege.and were working
with ‘Communist methods. At 12.0’ ‘clock the.factory siren was
sounded, , The workers gathered toget.her armed; they showed
‘great mlhta,ry discipline. ;Work in.the factory was: continued.
We learned that they had. begun to produce No. 15 guns:;in
order to bombard Oviedo. We also learnt - that they. were
manufacturing armour plate for motor-oars

. “The officers of the town garrison were arrested a.nd the

corx;mander of the garrison, who offered resistance, was killed.

““We asked for food and received a coupon to be presented
at the commlssariat department. As a doctor: I was .un-
moiested but was forbidden to return to Ov;edo »

The same newspaper reports that the worker.§ compelled the
food dealers to hand over their wares to them _The jnsurgents had
their revolutlonary tribunal anﬁ their staﬁ They set up their
observation posts and the1r mtelllgence serv1ce Thé “El Debate ”
turther reports:—

“In Oleros, where the Communists have the majonty
strong armed group was formed which organised an attack on

‘the exxﬂ’osive stores at ‘the p1t and provxded themselves w1th
- explosive)” -

According to the reperts of the “El Debate,” the damagé

caused as a result of the fighting bétween the workers and troops
in: ' Oviedo mmounts to 200- ‘million pesetos, ‘and in thé whole of
Asturias to about 2,000 million pesétos. - This sum does not include
the state buildings which have been destroyed. Varlous armameént
factories in Asturias will" not be able to recommence work for
months:

“.El Debate ” writes that the workers of Asturias made prepara-
tions to: invade the neighbouring mining district of Leon.” Armed
troops were concentrated on the frontier of this district, who were
waiting for the order fo attack. But in Leon itself, in a number of
mining lecalities, the workers seized power.

The monarchist newspaper “ A.B.C.” gives details of the armed
attack on Gijon, a harbour town of Asturias. The newspaper
points out that the reveolutionaties erected barricades out of frag-
ments of iron across all streets connecting the district they occu-

pied with the cenfre of the town. The barricades were manned by-

about 100 workers from  the town armed with rifles, bombs and
revolvers. They received reinforcements from the armed miners,
who came to Oviedo in small motor-lorries. The defenders of the
harricades had, about 200 revolvers. They confiseated the food in
the shops; in their district. The supply of food was organised by
the revolutionary committee. . : - .

Mamfesto of the C. P. of Qpam ,

Madud, October 27

Eu,rmg the whoie revolutlonary movenient the Oommumst
Party has not ceased for.a moment to issue-slogans to the masses,
and to direct their struggle by means of leaflets and appeals. From
©ctober 4 to 15 leaflets were issued daily to-the workers, peasants,
soldiers, . ‘women,. €tc. These leaflets .comtained mews from the
fighting districts, since no newspapsrs: :\were -appearing except a
few:: fascist- publications; they also contained the most necessary
fighting,. slogans. At the presen} time an. appeal of the Com-
munist Panty is being distributed. 21l over Spain, emphasgsgng the
lessons to be learnt from the recent struggle.

This appeal formulates as-follows the reasons why the revolu-
tionary struggle did not iead to victory:—

“Because, as our Party has always and unceasingly declared,
the ‘political and organisational preparations for the revolution
were insufficient, because its programime was not made known to
the whole of the working masses, because not enough was done to
popularise  what the revolution will give to the workers and
peasarits, the soldiers, and all the exploited. The fact was ignored
that revolution is not made but organised. And that the organisa~
tion of revolution cannot be confined only to groups of people
“ prepared to do anything.” but that “ the whole of the forces of the
working class, and-the immediate allies of the revolution, the
peasants, must be drawn into the struggle.”

The appeal refers to the resolution adopted by the C.C. of the
Communist Party, whieh pointed out as early as September that
without the enlistment of the peasantry for the Workers® Alliance
the victory of the revolution could not be assured. This, too, is

t. why the® arm istiny mnu ~oi peasg d; ot»
kgamvér 6‘bh‘e ‘side ‘of thg mﬁnoxg .- .nly gt% ‘d‘ ! '

“The problem of power, the fundamental questlon of Qvorg
revolution, was not placed clearly before the massds bi orkéers
peasants. The great majority of these did not know to whom, {o
what organs, they had to give the power, or what.this power. ,dig,\
nified for them. In order that the great masses should play their
part in the struggle, thiey. 'must be thoroughly permeated before-
hand .with the programme which calls.them to fight, which:f6ims
theu- bannﬁr Since this was not, done, the gigantic powers of the
united proleta,rlat in every. fa,ctory, every mine, every.farm, re-
ma.”;ned latent And therefore neither factory cemmittees, hor:
cqmmrttees of the peasantry, nor alllances formed at the places: of
work=none ‘of the organs for the preparatxon -of the armed insugs;
rection, the embryonal organs of the power of the:tniumphant
revofqmon (Soviets)—were set up., That all thls was lacking was:
no acc1det}t It accorded with the unclear, conceptlon.s and tactias,
The theory and pracnce of revolution were absent.

L« The unity and, d1scxplme requn'ed by. the party of the revalu—-
tlQIl Were absent. In the very heart of the socialist-party, side by
side with revolutxonanes ready for any sacrifice, there are elements:

llo @0 not seek to conceal their hostility against al} xevolutionary
action. This was bound to be reflected in, vacillations in instrics
tlons, in. confused and contradictory directions, Therefore the.
fr;g’ht;ul error was committed that the general strike was: not
carried out before the formation of the government, This meant:
leaying the initiative in the hands of the enemy. Angther fright-
ful error was ‘the leavmg of the issue of the stru,ggle in the hands
of such vaclllatmg persons as Qompany.g

o« ‘If. the revolution is to be victorious, it must remain in all its
forms in the hands of the exploited. This has been. once more
demonstrated by our heroic comrades in Asturias and Biskaya.”

The manifesto further deals with the monstrous betrayal of
the’ revolution: by the anarchist leaders, points out the neCessny ot
continuing -the struggle as unitedly in the future as during the
last few days, and concludes by’ stressing that there -can be only
one Party of the revolution—the Party which bases its activities
on the experience gained in two victorious revolutxons, the Russian
and the Chmese

* » C® . *
Comlmﬂee Formed in Pans for the Antl-Fasclst Prisoners
- in Spam

Parls October 27.

On the mxﬁatlve of the World Commitiee against War and
Fgscism, a committee has been’ formed in Paris for the Spanish
and Catalonian political priseners. The committee: has alfeady
sent two telegrams to. Lerroux, one:signed by such scholars s
Langevin, . Perin, Painlevé, etc., the other -by such author$ as
Gide, Malraux, Cassoy, etc. These telegrams protest’ against the
terror . and. the imprisongnent of anm-fasmsts, and especm.lly

gamst the death sentgnces.

RLTIe

Success in Soviet Industry

The ‘incredsed production of electric lamps reqmres the,
mechamsatlon of ‘the production of glass bulbs, which ’hitherbo
have been ‘manufactiréd by hand in’the ‘Soviet Uxﬁon THe
People’s ‘Commissariat for Heavy Industry has m&tructed tne chief
mahagement of the ‘electfical "industry to infroduce automg.’ﬁlc
glass-blowing machines. ~The automatic glass-blowing plant, b
accordmg to the designs of two ‘Soviet engmeers ‘turns out 450,000
bulbs a day. It will be'installed in the glass works of Rjasan

Electric ovens are being introduced for the mechanisation of
bakeries. Thus the Saporoshe bakery has introduced a new electric
oven with a capacity of 60 kilowatt, in which 800 kilogrammes of
bread ean be baked simultaneously. This type of oven, which i8
new ‘in the Soviet Union, was designed by the Soviet engineer
Voroshko. Al the apparatus and parts of the oven were manu-
factured in Soviet factories out of Soviet raw material.

In the Dynamo works electro-magnetic cranes are being manu~
factured which are being employed in all branches of industry.
Up to now 38 such magnetic cranes with hoisting capacities of 8
and 5 tons material have béen manufactured. They have proved
satisfactory and are not behind the imported magnetic eranes. By
the end of the year the Dynamo works will complete another 50
magnetic eranes with a hoisting capacity of tons. - :
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Fight for the Unity of the Labour

Movement

The C. P of Great Britain Stands for Umty

By R. Bishop (London)

. That ‘the Communist Party stands for the greatest measure
of. working-class unity against fascism, war and capitalism is a
fact that is becoming more and more widely recognised by the
workers. ‘Greater and greater irritation is being shown at the

repeated attempts of the Labour Party and reformist trade umon,'

leadershlp to sabotage ‘such unity.’
* Local Labour Partiés and trade union branches which a year

ago ‘contemptuously ‘dismissed the Comimunist Party as mere “ dls '

raptors” have ‘now learned the lessons of Germany and. Austna,
have seen what the united front ha$ meant in France and other
countries, and are to-day operating united front activities - with

Communists and with other workers outside the pale of Transport'

Horuse, .who are prepared to fight alongside of them.
:"Mr. Herbert Morrison, who on the: *formatlon of the second
Labo‘ur government said:

tide which is flowing in the direction of the umted front. He has

declered in a statement:—

-4’70 “The Communists and the IL.P. made approaches to our
" people, dnd these were reported to me. ' Instructions were at
once given by the London Labour Party that no electoral

.- arrangements must be-made with either the Communist Party

«,»or the LL:P, and Iihave every reason'to believe that these
instructions are being faithfully carried ‘out.”

On every issue the call for united action has been turned down
by the bureaucrats. - They have refused to co-operate with the
militants in .the -fight against fascism——issuing instructions to
Labour Party members to “Stay Away ” from all such demonstra-
tions, instructions which, to their credit, hundreds of thousands
of Labour Party workers have refused to obey. :

They refused to co-operate in any activity against war. They

refused to co-operate in the organisation’of solidarity action on
behalf of the Spanish. workers. “They have instructed their dele-
gate to the Labour and Socialist International to vote against
the united front proposals put to the L.S.I. by the Comintern.
i The local organisations of the C.P.G.B. approached the
Borough and Divisional Labour Parties and Labour candidates
for the municipal elections with a view to securing united action
on the most important issues facing the working class.
. In some cases the local Labour Parties and their candxdates
have refused to discuss the proposals on the grounds that they
were made too late, others have refused to discuss them, pleading
that the Labour Party, the Trades Union Congress and the Co-
operative Party constitute by themselves the broadest possible
united front.

But the rank and file Labour Party members and supporters
are recognising in increasing numbers that.the Communist Party
has been trying for many years to establish the united front and
that the latest events—particularly the heroic fight of the Spanish
workers and the recent extension of the united front between the
CP. and S.P. of France in the municipal -elections (resulting in
substantial working-class gains)—completely justify the C.P.G.B.
in making yet another attempt in this direction, an attempt to
secure unity against the enemies of the working class in the Brltlsh
municipal elections.

.In many areas - the Communist Party has approached the local
Labour Party for agreement on a certain minimum programme:
Return of wage cuts, extra winter relief, a fight against the pro-
visions of the second part of the Unemployment Act, against the
Sedition Bill, against fascism and war. ‘In return for such an
agreement the Communist:Party has promised to withdraw its
candidates to ensure that the seat shall not be lost to the enemies
of the workers by reason of a split vote. In many cases this offer
has been rejected. In quite a number it has been accepted. In
various parts of the country local Labour Parties have under-
stood the need for unity and have accepted the proposals.

Where the offer has been turned down, local workers are
bombarding the candidates and :agents with questions as to why

“We are anxious to treat the business"
man as a friend and a brother,” is frantically trying to stem the.

this offer of united action was turned down, and demanding that
the candidates pledge themselves to united action inside and out-
side the. Councils with the C.P., the ILL.P. (and anyone else who
will .co-operate) for these demands.

As far as the Independent Labour Party and the C.P. are
concerned, meetings have taken place wherever candidates were
proposed in oppdsition to each other, and agreement has been
redched as to withdrawal of one or other of them.

But as far as the Labour Party is concerned it is only the
determination of the rank and ‘file to secure unity which will
force the national leadership to abandon their wrecking policy of
refusing all united front approaches out of hand.

“-1Limited though the success achieved has been in. connection
with the united front at the municipal elect1ons it will clear the
way in many areas for united action on other issues. The demand
for the resboratmn of wage cuts, for instance, applies not only to
mun1c1pal workers and employees, but to all workers. The return
of Councillors pledged to this demand gives the basis for a wide:
campaign after the elections, waged from boeth inside and outside
the Counc1ls The demand of addltxonal winter relief for the
unemployed is another one that can be waged successfully .if the
drive of the unemployed from outside is reinforced by a-deter-
mined campaign inside the Councils themselves.

5 The demands for g fight agamst the slave camps set up under-
the Unemployment Act, and against the infamous Sedition Bill,.
and against war and fascism, have been described by the local
Labour leaders in  some places 88 being outside the scope of muni-
c1pa1 politics.. This is only true in the narrowest sense.: In actual
practice the fight on each of these issues of vital importance to
the .warking class-can be made vastly stronger. if in-every: munici-
pal _council there are men and women prepared to raise these
issues.. For: instance, quite a numher: of Councils have already
passed resolutions protesting against the Sedition Bill, demanding
the release of Thaelmann, etc. - If,. in addition, local Councillors
will- use the prestige of their positions to arouse wide interest in
the campaigns 'and working-class action around them, then, in-
deed, will they go forward with redoubled effectiveness.

The Labour Party, the Trades Union: Congress and the Co-

operative movement do, it is true, command the support of a very
large section of the working class—but that is not the same as
saying that they constitute all that is necessary in the way of a
working-class united front. :
:.© The militants in their ranks—and there are hundreds of
thousands of them—appreciate the work of the Communist Party,
understand that their leadership in the- fight against fascism, to
take but one example, has done more than anything else to cement
working-class unity and to stem the fascist tide in Britain.

The fight against fascism has served to unite large sections
of the working class, despite the deliberate sabotage of the Labour
Party leaders, but it is obvious that a mistaken sense of “loyalty ”
to leaders has kept.many workers, who would otherwise have done
so, from joining in. A united front in :which all sections could
officially participate would win great victories. for the working
class. The French example stands out- with the greatest clarlty
for all who are not wilfully blind to see. ;

Realising this—and for no other reason—-—abandonlng all idea
of mere Party advantage, in the interests of the working class
alone, the Communist Party has refused to -accept the rebuffs
with which they have been met, and have on every possible occasion
renewed their efforts to build .up the united fighting front of the
entire working class again and again, culminating their appeal in
connection. with.the local elections.

In. many areas Commumst candidates are going forward at
the present- elections. In others they have been withdrawn and
are appearing on Labour Party and LL.P. platforms. The indi-
tations-are that big increases will be recorded in the Communist
vote in most places. In many places which have never returned
a-Communist ‘to 'an elected body there are indications that this
time Communist Councillors will be returned. .

© As an instance of what happens when the Communist Party
appeal has met with a response from Labour candidates, I may
quote an example from Glasgow. 'In the Anderston Ward of that
city.’one of the most proletarian quarters, the Labour candidate,
Councillor: Ratcliffe, and the local members of- the C.P. have come
to the following agreement:—

“While there are basic drﬂerences in pohcy there is the
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basic need for working-class unity in the fight for lower rents,

increased child ‘and maternal welfare, work schemes for the

" unemployed ‘and increased benefits, against the Unemploy-
ment-Act and Sedition Bill and against fascism and war.

“That the platform during the campaign be devoted to secur-

ing the unity of the workers for active struggle on these issues

“and’ that- representatives of the CP. and the Labour Party

‘“take part in all meetings »

"in view of this agreement, the Communist’ Party has with-,
drawn its candidate in the ward and is concentrating all avalla,ble :
forces ‘in the ward to secure victory, on the basis of mass uml:y,‘

for the Labour candidate.

Sxde by side with the united front campalgn the Commumst '
Party is going forward with its independent campaign, under the: -

slogan “Class against Class.”. Every Communist candidate is
pledged to fight inside and outside the Councils for the workers’
demands . Their election to the Counmls will const1tute a big
gain for the entlre workmg-class movement.

But in every, electlon campaign the united fnont 1s bemg'

placed as a concrete issue, before.the working class. - Concerted
mass pressure ¢an compel the bureaucrats to give - way. It is hot

Wxthout 51gn1ﬁcance that: last Sunday at a tremendous. demonstra-:
tion in Trafalgar Square against the Sedition Bill, the chairman’

of ;the National. Executive of the Labour Party (W. A. Robinson)
and- Mary Carlin (another member of the Labour:Party E.C.)
spoke on:the same: platform as ‘William Gallacher, J: R. Campbell
and Isabel Brown (the Communist Secretary of the German Relief
Committee).

At -the Labour Party Conference the: strongest pressure was

brought to bear to prevent any association with Communists or -

organisations “which allowed. Communists into- membeérship. But
on:every major issue—the fight against fastism, the fight against

the Sedition Bill, etc.—the Communists are in the vanguard of the:

struggle. -More: and more insistently the workers are demanding
that the -Labour leaders also get into the struggle, thus, against
thelr. wills, they find it impossible to disentangle themselves from
the united front because—the workers demand unity. :

A maintenance and intensification of the pressure for a broad
united front will break down the resistance of the reformists.

Therefore, through the trade union branches, the local Labour.

Parties, the factories, the Co-op. Guilds, and everywhere else that
workers gather together, the pressure must be kept up.
Forward to the working-class united front!

The Czech Social Democracy on the
Negonatzons of the Two Internationals

By G. Friedrich (Prague)

The recent offer by the Communist International to the Labour
and Socialist International, and the first personal conversations
between the representatives of the C.I. and the L.S.I. which followed
it; at the first moment frightened the two parties of the Czecho-
slovakian social democracy, which are on the extreme Right wing
of the Second International, which have four Ministers in the
Czechoslovakian Government. What, however, have they to say
to”this ‘question’ which is of vital importance to the proletariat
of ‘the whole world?

“““The situation in Czechoslovakia to-day is such that unity of
the working class, the realisation of unity of action against fascism,
which is regrouping and -concentrating its forces, are urgently
nécessary. The wirepullers connected with the Zivnostenska
banking concern openly admire Hitler and his methods, and are
creating-a mass basis for their movement by drawing into it the
worst chauvinistic ‘movement, the “National League,” which is
headed by a notoriously corrupt person. In the Sudetic German
district, . Hitler's agency, the Sudetic German Home Front, led
by Henlein, have received permission from the government parties

to carry on their fascist activity. In spite of the situation, in-

spite of the uninterrupted and increasing attacks on the working
class, in spite ‘of the fact that the fascists are uniting their forces,
theé social’ démocracy - rejected and still rejects the offer made by
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia of a pact for the purpose
of making a commben attack -on fascism. Not only that, in those
places where the united front has been set up against the will
of the leaders, the party apparatus intervenes and violently destroys
that which the workers:‘have built up in order to defend their
interests. This was the case, for example, in Bohemian Leipa,

when Henlein carried out his fascist provocation, under the pro-

tection of 500 gendarmes placed at his dlsposa.l by the government.

Herz the representatives of the Czech and German social democracy

had agreed with the Communist Party to hold a joint demonstra-.

tion against Henlein fascism.  This demonstration was called off

af. the last moment on the orders of the social democratic head-
quarters, and the field . was left, free for Henlein.

The German and Czech. social democramc -press, it is true,
prmted the ‘appeal of their Internatxonal for solidarity demonstra—.
tlQnS to be held iminediately on hehalf of the Spanish. proletanat :
but at, the same time the social democratic. Minister of Justice,
Dr.. Derer, caused the.appeal published ,in the Commumst press
calling on the woarkers to send protest telegrams. to the; Spanish
Embassv to’ be. censored. Thus a . sogcial democ.ratlc Mrmster of.
Justice even “forbids sohdanty demonstranons for his-own party .
members, for Caballero, who is-a member of the, executive of the.
Second International.

This attitude of the social democracy of Czechoslovekla is
perfectly in line with the policy consistently pursued by, it, namely,
of serving the bourgeoisie and its system right wp. fo.the last.
moment, for protecting and defending the capitalist system cost
what it may. And therefore the social democratic press. immedi-
ately assured the bourgemsre that should an agreement be come
to between the Second and Third, Intematronals this would in’ no
way .affect the atmtude of the Czech socxa} democracy. Josef
Stlvm, the chief vedrtor of. the “Pravo leu,” wrote:—

: “We regard such an agreement as impossihle in the present
" circumstances, when parties of the Secand Internatronal are -
participating in the government or even have the government
power in their hands, and the other smaller part is represented
only by emigrants. It is simply a waste of hme and money.”

The “Pravo I_ridn réminds it§ readers that,’in the new party
programme “adopted in .the year 1930, it is expredsly pomted out
that the party can oppose decisions of international - Congresses
when ‘circiimstances ‘renider’ th1s necessary In fact the Pravo‘
Lidu 7 even declares 1 —

" Tt'is not true to say that'the International has any right

to order what our attitude to the Communists shall be. That'

" is entirely our -affair. Nobody can compel us to-attach the
soundly breathing body of our party to the Bolshevist corpse
of subversive fractions, subversive persons, who, as has been
confirmed, ‘act on the orders of the police and military spies.

We prefer to co-operate with the Republic and with those

who defend it than with Krosnar, whose parliamentary im-’

munity was suspénded in order that the authorities might

prosecute him for serious offences against the State.”

That is and can only be the language of people who have
nothing in common with the proletariat. Rather co-operate with
the representatives of bank and agrarian capital and the govern-
ment  than with Communist representatives of the working class
in the interests of the working ‘people! That is the meaning of
this social demotratic' declaration. Krosnar, who is referred to
here as a symbol for the C.P. of Czechoslovakia, and is represented
as an abominable Communist criminal, is no one else than one-
of the four Communist deputies who were accused of high treason
on account of a leaflet issued at the last Presidential election,
entitled “ Not Masaryk but Lenin!” He is a worker who is known
to tens of thousands of proletarians of Czechoslovakia as the leader
of the' unemployed movement, and is-honoured by them as such.

The Czeéh social democracy is even prepared to sever its -
already very loose connections with the Second International in -
order the better to serve the bourgeoisie. Thus, Nova Doba,"'
the Pilsen organ of the Ozech social democracy, writes:—

“No International- and no authority—if one can speak
at all of any strong international authority—can in any way
alter this fundamental principle of the Czechoslovakian Labour
Movement. The State, which we won by means of reVOlutlon
and have since built up, is ours and nobody can or may meddle
in our affairs.”

That is the whole standpoint of the Czech social democratic¢
leaders' -to the question of unity of the workers; that is their
standpoint to the heroic fight of the Spanish workers. )

Theé 'German social democrats follow the same line as the
Czech ‘social democrats, -with whom they peacefully sit together
in the government. But in view of the mood of the German
workers they cannot speak’ so openly and brutally. Therefore the
“ Sozial-Demokrat,” the -central’ organ of the German social
democracy in Czechoslovakia, engages in a lot of talk about the
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“hopes of ‘political unity of tte working class, and the obstacles’

in its way.” It attempts to prove that to-day it is very late”
to set/up this unity. It goes on to state that the Comintern has
changed its tactics, iy view of “the serious foreign political dangers
threatening Soviet Russia.” Further, the old ‘and' oft-refuted iie
is again trotted out that the Communists in”Germany frustrated
the setting up of the united front before Hitler ‘came into power,
and finally thé Communists are sccused of having always co-
operated with- the mdiﬁerent elements’ arid the Nazis and opposed
social demwocracy. Proceeding ‘from these ' « arguments” ‘the

“ Sozial-Demokrat” comes to the remarkable conclusion that the

boufrgeoisie to-day is using the Communists as a counter Weight
to:secial democraey: If, however, the united front with the Com-
munists- is Tealised, then the bourgeoisie will demand the prohi-
tmn of the ‘Communists: And the social democrats would then be
compelled’ to'- do’ everything in defence of the Communists. In
such a case, they declare, they wou]d have considerably more
to lose than the Communists. 'This is saying, in o6ther words, the
samie thing that the Cze¢h social democracy démands: No united
front with the: Communists!

Thus’ thé Czechoslovakian social democracy openly _opposes
unity of action of the proletariat. Formerly it endeavoured by
means of every conceivable excuse to prevent the united front.
Formerly the social democratic leaders continually declared that

the two Internationals must first unite. To-day, when this excuse’

can no longer Be used, they plainly and’ openly declare: Even
if the Internationals unite there must be no united front in
Czechoslovakia, because the bourgeoisie do not want this!

For the United Front in Ireland

We publish below, in abridged form, a letter sent by the
. C.P. of Ireland to the Irish Labour Party, which met in Dublin
last week-end.—ED.

The Communist Party desires to bnng to the notice of the
Labour Party Conference that the overthrow of the power of the
present- governing classes and the establishment of a Workers’
Republic with all power in the hands of the workers, allied with
the small farmers, as a step to the construction of a classless
Socialist society, is its final objective. At the same time it strongly
holds that the immediate political issue before the Irish working
class is the destruction of imperialism, the unification and freedom
of the country, and that the war-cry of a Workers’ Republic
divorced from this issue would be misleading and a possible source
of misdirection. of working-class energy, unless so joined to the
independence issue.

While thus recognising there are differences between it and
the. Labour Party, the Communist Party of Ireland believes, at the
same time, that these differences, should not be allowed. to. stand
in the path of a common effort by all sections of the workers’

movement to strengthen the fighting power of the wage-earning.

and farming masses on the immediate issues, in particular against
the growing arrogance of the imperialist-ascendancy and its fascist
allies ameng the business and propertled classes, as expressed by
the naked fascist. propaganda in the Press and in definite action
by. the pro-imperialist land holders, who are conducting what
amounts almost to a campaign of guerilla c1v11 war under the
leadership of the faseists. .

In view of these facts. and the Adm.lmstratwe Council’s draft
resolution declaring for a Workers’ Republic and the expressed
resolve to combat the fascist menace, the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Ireland advances the following sugges-
tions for your consideration, in the sincere belief that along these
or . similar lines the working-class front can be unified and
strengthened against the dangers now threatening and the way
opened for the realisation of a Republic in which the toilers will
be the ruling class, the Workers’ and: Farmers® Republic.

Our suggestions are as follows:—

(a) That steps be taken to organise a nation-wide campaign
by means of demonstrations, meetings and written propaganda,
explaining the anti-working-class character of faseism and rousing
the masses to daily struggle against it.

(b) That December 8, the anniversary of the execution of Liam
Mellowes (the foremost exponent of Labour social principles in the
Republican movement) and his three comrades, be set aside as a
day of united working-class rallies. against: fascism and for national
independence, and to popularise the ultimate aims of the working-
class movement.

(c) To ensure the success of any steps by the Parliamentary

Labour Party for the amendment of the Unemployed Assistance
Act in favour of the workless, a campaign be undertaken to rouse
the organised and unorganised workers in support of the demands
of the unemployed for abolition of the present pauper scales of
rehef and the granfing of adequate winter maintenance.

Ld) That effectively to combat fhe attempts of the imperialist
land’ holders to draw numbers of working, farmers under their in-
fluence for anti-Labour purposes and to the detriment of the xeal
interests of the farmers themselves, the working-class movement:
take steps to organise the small farmers in alliance with the urban
workers for mass action to enforce the demands of the Labour
Party branches for relief from rates, division of ranches, land
allotments for labourers and increased wages for the agricultural
workers.

(e) That in order to transform the struggle for a Workers’
Republic into a' living issue and to arouse the working class to the
fight for its realisation, the Labour Party in the Oireachtas move
for the abolition of all vestiges of imperialist domination: the dis-
missal: of the Governor-General, the dissolution of the Dail and
the summoning of a genuinely representative assembly, in which
all democratic sections could participate, and so remove the main
barrier to the realisation of a Workers’ Republic—foreign inter-
ference in the couritry’s. domestic affairs. )

- 'Phat- the: operation of action on similar lines against the
Northern iniperialists be the subject of joint consultation between
the Inish-and: Northern Labour Parties and the Central Commlttee
of the: Communist: Party and. its Northern section.

Should our proposals for a mutual understanding on these
issues meet- with the approeval of your Conference, we suggest that
representatives: of the incoming Administrative Council meet to-
gether with representatives from our Central Committee to enable
whatever understanding for joint. effort can be arrived at to be
worked qut in detail.

Further, that mutual abstention from hostile criticism shall
be observed by all parties supporting the United Front, and this
we. undertake to observe in our weekly and monthly journals and
spoken propaganda.

The Labotr Movement

Lessons of the General Textile btrlke in

the U.S.A.
By Carl Reeve (New York)

The bloody general textile strike of over 500,000 workers was’
the largest strike in the history of the class struggle in the United
States. It demonstrated a new high level of militancy and the
great fighting capacity of the workers: They are ready to re-
strike now, in. spite -of the severe terror, black-list, and betrayal
which they experienced. The strike, which was against worsening
conditions under the. N.R.A., showed that the workers can expect
nothing but bullets and demal of their demands from the New
Deal. They faced the. severest terror from the Roosevelt govern~
ment, twenty being killed and many gassed and shot, but they
fought back militantly, paralysing the textile industry. -

After three weeks they were betrayed by the Gorman-Green-
AF.L. leadership in the most brazen sell-out in the history of the
Labour movement.  The strike and its betrayal showed the nesces-
sity for a fighting, class struggle programme and rank. and file:
leadership if the demands are to be won.

The. cotten textile code was the first code adopted Under it,
the minimum. wage was set at 13 dollars for the North and twelve.
dollars: for the South. But during the past year and a half: the .
textile employers have hammered down living standards below this
minimum. The stretch-out (speed-up) was intensified greatly. Work-
ers were. told that new piecework rates were set, and if they could
not make the. minimum wage by faster work under the new rates,
they could get out. The minimum wage had been set for the
forty-hour week. No minimum was set for hours below the forty.
Pay envelopes of four, five, and six dollars for thirty hours are
not uncommon, and have been collected by the hundreds by textile
organisers. For skilled and semi-skilled workers the minimum
wage became the maximum; experienced workers were forced to
take ‘“learners’” wages.

On top of these rapidly worsening conditions, the Roesevelt
government in the spring ordered a “curtailment” in hours of 25
per cent., without any increase in pay. This meant a 25 per cent.
wage cut. The cotton textile workers answered by voting for



" strike.

Nd: 56

International Press

Correspondence 1489,

The strike date was set for the first week in June. Af the
last moment the MacMahon-Gorman leadership called the -strike
off, without consulting the workers, and signed an agreement with
Johnson and the N.R.A. whereby they accepted the curtailment,
and agreed to call off the strike.

A similar course took place in the woollen industry as cotton.
The woollen and worsted workers voted to strike on July 2, The
Gorman-MacMahon - leadership. . called off the strike at the last
moment and accepted a government “ Woel Board,” which, .in. the
same manner as cotton, robbed- the woollen and worsted workers
of, them demands.

. It was the overwhelmmg demand of the masses of textﬂev_
workers which forced the leadership of the United Textile Workers

Union, the Gorman-MacMahen machine, to call the strike. = The
national convention of the: U.E.W., held the week of August 13,
decided on the strike. Gorman and MacMahon did not want the
strike. At -the ‘last minute they pleaded with the delegates to
allow the executive council toiset the strike date. But the workers
would not be put off any longer; the delegatas voted. that the
strike must be declared on or before September 1. Scores of resolu-
tions demanding strike: poured-inte the convention.

_After the convention, hundreds of telegrams poured in on
Gorman at Washington from. the lpeals, demanding that the strike
take place as instructed: by the.convention. The response to the
strike completely surprised the manufacturers.

The strategy of the Gorman leadership during the strike was
a continuation of that in the convention. The leaders were forced
by the militancy of the workers to severely criticise the N.R.A. deci-
sions in order to keep the leadership. But the Gdtman leadership
throughout attempted to maintain the faith of the textile workers
in President Roosevelt. They attempted to make a differentiation
between General Johnson, the code authorities, and the old Cotton
Textile Relations Board on the orie hand, and President Roosevelt
and any new “impartial ” board he might set up on the other.

To win the strike it was obviously necessary to spread the
strike as broadly and as rapidly as possible. The Gorman Strike
Committee of five, which was appointed by the Executive Council,
did just the opposite. Gorman made every effort to confine the
strike to the cotton textile industry.

But the sweeping militancy of the workers continued to
broaden the strike during the entire three weeks it lasted. Mass
picketing and flying squadrons, initiated by the masses of the
workers themselves, swept the field. In New England the mass
picket lines closed down mills regardless of the branch of industry,
including the tire fabric mills, hosiery, woollen, silk, rayon, and
even garment shops. However, Gorman succeeded in keeping the
bulk. of. the hesiery and dye workers at work throughout the strike.

Not only did Gorman not try to spread the strike, but
attempted to stop mass picketing. Instead he counselled “ peace-
ful picketing ” and ordered his lieutenants to make agreements
limiting picketing. Thus, in New England, the U.T.W. leaders,
acting under Gorman’s orders, made agreements with the mayors,
the police chiefs, ete., limiting picketing-to six or ten-men at a
gate. The thousands of textile workers paid no attention to these
agréements, but organised their flying squadrons, and went on
masy pieket lines of as high as-ten and fifteen thousand. Similarly.
in the South, the U.T.W. leaders attempted. to step mass picketing.

Gorman prevented the spread of the strike to Lawrence by
calling off the flying squadrons and instructing the strikers not
to picket ‘the Lawrence Mills. U.T.W. organiser, Kelly, made. an
agreement with the Commissioner of Public. Safety in Lawrence
that, no picketing would be carried on there..

Fhe U.T.W. leadership, in the face of murderous.terror, agreed
to the calling out of troops and publicly. attacked mass. picketers,
who were being shot down as “hoodlums and Communists.” Thus we
had the spectagle. of Joseph Sylvia, New England organiser of the
U.T.W., inside the Sayles Finishing Company Mills: at Saylesville,
R.IL, conferring with Adjutant General Dean, head of the national
guard, while outside the gates troops were shooting down mass
picketers. Sylvia came out and urged the pickets to disband and
go home. They chased him away with rocks. Sylvia, Riviere and
other U.T.W. leaders made statements to the press, washing their
hands of the mass picket. lines at Woonsocket, Saylesville, and in
the South, where workers were killed, and declared the fighting
was caused, not by police, deputies and troops, but by “outside
agitators” and Communists.

Gorman took the lead in the Red scare campaign. It began
in the Hearst press of New England even before the strike, the

“secret - open letter ” of the:Communist Party being put forward
as-a “plot ” to get control of the textile strike. Gorman and his
district aides made daily statements to the press against the Com- .
munists; in this way trying to stifle all' militancy and split off the
militant rank and file from- the other workers. “ Dynamite plots”
based on anonymous telephone calls were laid by the Hearst press:
to- Communists. A score were: killed. by: national guard. and. ex-
deputies’: bullets; and hundreds wounded.  Governor Green of
Rhode Island ordered the arrest of every: known Communist.
Assemblages were forbidden in. Rhode Island, where Governor
Green applied the Riot Act to the entire State. The militia were
now out in four States in New' England and almost every Southern
State. Concentration camps were set up in Georgla patterned atter -
Hitler's-swamps. -

‘But through all this Gorman and Company-continued to.attack
the militant mass picketers and the “Reds” and to praise Roose-
velt, and to limit picketing. He was:the most potent strike-break-
ing force which the employers had.

Roosevelt backed up the terror. He went to the extent of:.
assuring  Governor Green that federal troops: would be: called out
in- Rhede Island as soon as reguested, and mobilised the entire
U.S. army of New England on a.war footing, ready to move at &
moment’s notice. .

In spite of these: strlke-breaking moves of the employers, the
government and the Gorman leadership, the strike was strong and
effective when Gorman put over the betrayal. Twenty strikers
had been killed or so badly wounded: that they later died. But the
mass: picket lines of the textile workers, in such battles as Woon-
socket and Saylesville, charged the national guard after their com-
rades had: been shot down, and forced the closing down of the
mills.

After three weeks, Gorman ordered the strikers back to work
without a single one of their demands having been granted. He
was So anxious to end the strike that he did not even insist on no
discrimination, and eighty thousand were locked out of the mills,
mostly in the south. Gorman ordered the strikers back to work
on the basis of the report of the Winant Board, which had been
set up by President Roosevelt to try to end the strike.

The report, which was accepted by Gorman as a “sweeping
victory,” gives the workers absolutely nothing. The national strike
demands were for the thirty-hour week; minimum wages for
skilled and semi-skilled: as- well as unskilled, with higher wages;
abolition of the stretch-out; and recognition. Not a single demand
was won.

Gorman declared to the AF. of L. convention that this be-
trayal was “an amazing victory” for the strikers. The Socialis$
Party leaders sprang to Gorman’s defence and attempted to justify
the betrayal. Norman Thomas declared: “ Gorman and the strike
committee did a good job with the resources at their disposal, but
those resources were woefully inadequate” (“New Leader,” Sep-
tember 29). The New Leader in issue after issue, defended Gor-
man. The October 6 issue continued a full-page anonymous- article
defending Gorman and attacking the Communists and others for
branding his sending back of the workers without any gains.as a
betrayal.

During. the course of the strﬂce the Socialist leaders acted as
part and parcel of the Gorman leadership. No criticism was made.
of Gorman during or after the strike. Emil Rieve, Socialist Party
leader and member of the U.T.W. Executive Board and of the
Strike Committee, signed the order with Gorman which ended
and betrayed the strike. Norman Thomas during the strike, when
the terror was raging, refused to enter into a united front in North
Carolina “ because the Communists were. criticising the leadership
at the height of the strike.”

These Socialist leaders, by refusing to criticise Gorman, by in
fact becoming a part of his machine, are equally responsible for
the, betrayal, for the fact that the workers were unprepared for
the sudden sell-out, and were disarmed and unable to continue the
struggle, after Gorman’s return-to-work order.

As the Daily Werker editorials pointed out day after day, the
biggest crime of the Gorman leadership was their refusal to mobi-
lise the rest of the working class in support of the textile strike.
No attempt was made to build a broad united front against the
terror. Instead, the troops were supported by the U.T.W. leaders.
Not only the entire A.F. of L. could have been mobilised againsk
the terror, but the broadest masses of the entire working class.

No move was made by Gorman for the collection of financial
aid for the strike or for a relief campaign.
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The Lovestonite renegades functioned also as part of the Gor-
man strike-breaking machine. . In Paterson, where Eli Keller is
manager ‘of the Silk Union (U.T.W.), he carried out the daily in-
structions of Gorman. He drove the silk workers back to work,
even postponing their membership meeting where they were to
vote on the back-to-work order of Gorman. He carried out Gor-
man’s orders and kept the dyers from striking. He launched an
expulsion policy against the Communists. At the same time that
he worked with Gorman as his agent, he launched bitter attacks
on the Communist Party in public statements.

The National Textile Workers’ Union did everyt]:nng possible:

to achieve the unity of the workers and to win the strike. - The

masses.of .the workers were in the United Textile Workers’ Union,"

or, if unorganised, were under its leadership. The N.T.W.U.
proposed united front-steps for one united union and one Strike

Committee. : The U.T.W. national leadership rejected these pro- -

posals and attacked the Coemmunists.

In those places where the Communist Party was. strongest,
such.as Lowell and:New Bedford in the North and:the Gastonia
area in-the South, the strike was most militant and most effective.

The' chief: methods whereby the mills were closed, the marches, .

flying -squadrons;. and ‘mass picket lines were learned by the
workers from the N.T.W.U. and were carried out over the heads of
the U.T.W: . misleaders.. The 1929 Gastonia strike, the previous silk
strike,-the New Bedford strike, had trained the textile workers :in
the use of these militant methods..

.. The Daily Werker played 4 bigger roIe in the present strike

than it has ever. played in previous strikes. It was not only that
more -than ten thousand copies of the “Daily Worker” went to
the strikers every day. The eagerness with which the strikers
bought and read the “Daily Worker”; the fact that the correct
class struggle: line appeared: every day in the editorials, and was

transmitted to other strikers by readers, affected the course of the.

strike. - 'The leaflets issued by the “Daily Worker,” and the
pamphlet containing Comrade Hathaway’s editorials in the * Daily
Worker,” were widely distributed throughout the strike area. -

-The perspective of the Communist Party that the workers
would immediately enter a re-strike movement has been fully borne
out. The Paterson silk and dye workers are on the verge of a
strike of 30,000 workers at the end of this month In Pa. and in
the South individual mills are striking.

‘The movement for re-strike is the answer of the workers to
Gorman’s newest move for betrayal—his immediate acceptance of
Roosevelt’s “no strike truce.” At a time when thousands are
black-listed, and when the employers are launching a drive for
new wage cuts, Gorman has told the President that the U.T.W.
will agree in advance not to strike for a period of six months. Thus,
Gorman is trying to make his betrayal permanent and to tie the
hands of the textile workers while the fresh attacks of the em-
ployers have been launched.

But the conditions under which the one million textile workers
have been rebelling for the year and a half of the N.R.A. remain
and are getting worse. Wages are being lowered (as in Paterson).
The stretch-out is still further increased under Roosevelt’s sanc-
tion. Jail sentences are doled out to active strikers. Unemploy-
ment grows. Discrimination against.Negro workers continues.
Great struggles will continue in the textile industry.

" Paris Lawyer sznts Hertha Kuusinen
Paris, October 28.

."The Penal Court at Abo, Finland, passed sentence in August
this year on 19 Communists, including the daughter of Kuusinen.

The Paris lawyer, Etienne Milhaud, who went to Helsingfors as
representative of the International Juridical Association, obtained
pérmission from the Finnish government to speak to the prisoner
and to examine the dossiers of the case. In the presence of an
interpreter and a number of prison officials Milhaud was able to
hold a long conversation with Hertha Kuusinen, who finally gave
him’ full authority to act on her behalf in the appeal proceedings.
The'Juridical Association has been informed by Milhaud, who has
now returned to Paris, that he has studied the records carefully,
but cannot find the slightest proof against Hertha Kuusinen. Her
sentence of four years’ imprisonment is obviously unjust. Milhaud
has sent in a detailed written defence to the Court of Appeal, and
will follow the further course of the proceedings.

Fight Against Fascism

U.S. Second Congress-Against War and Fascism

By Joe North (New York)

The anti-war and anti-fascist movement is making giant
strides in America. It is headed towards attaining actual mass
proportlons The second United States Congress Against War
and “FasciSm in Chicago, September 28, 29, 30 proved this. The
delegates hitch-hiked, walked, journeyed here in ramshackle
autos,’ from 35 States in the Union. They came from America’s
sem1-colomes, Cuba, Mexi¢o, Canada, too to hammer out further"
details in their common programme 1o ‘stave oﬁ‘ fascism, to.
halt the plans of the war-makers for war. . :

This movement was born last' year at the ﬁrst U.S. Congress,

in' New York. At that time, there were 2,616 delegates. They
epresented shghtly less than a millicn. To-day, the 3,332 dele-
gates were elected’ by ‘one million -eight hundred thousand men,
women- and youth of ‘all the dispossessed and oppressed elasses. -
The scope of the movement, ifs rapid growth, ‘heads in:-the ‘direc-
tion of becoming truly a people’s’ movement-—one in which all
the hard hit ‘strata-of the populationi can-uhite ‘on .a common
minimum - programme agamst thelr common ‘enemy, monopoly
capxtahsm

The Amencan section of the anti-fascists, anti-war movement
was established as a result of the Amsterdam Congress Against
War, called by Henri Barbusse in 1932. It immediately found an
important place in the American class struggle. The inherent
strength of its programme, its fundamental appeal to the broadest
masses, was shown last February, when, as a result of the Madison
Square Garden affair, a number of leading socialists withdrew
from the natlonal leadership. But not only did the organisation
survwe, it grew. .Last year nine socialist delegates attended; this
year 49. The official organ of the League, “Fight,” reached a
circulation of 30,000.

Two facts were established as a result of the congress:— :
(1) The irresistible will of the American masses for united
front, for united action against their common enemy.

(2) The beginnings of the breakdown of the Red Scare.

The extent of the united front can be gauged at a glance by
the list of the speakers, which included: Louis Perrigaud, secre-
tary of the World Committee Against War and Fascism, and one
of the editors of “I.e Populaire,” the French Socialist daily; Dr.
Harry F. Ward, chairman of the American section of the organ-
isation, a professor at the Union Theological Seminary, secretary
of the Methodist Federation for Social Service, and chairman of
the American Civil Liberties Union; Earl Browder, secretary of
the Communist Party; Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld, former Prussian Minis-
ter of Justice, member of the Reichstag from 1918 to the time.
Hitler took power, former member of the Social Democratic
Party; General Victor A. Yakhontoff, former Tzarist officer;
Robert Morss Lovett, professor at the University of Chicago and
president of the League for Industrial Democracy (Socialist);
Mrs. Victor Berger, widow of the prominent socialist; Rabbi Ben-
jamin Goldstein; Samuel Patterson, of the League of Struggle
for Negro Rights

Add to these, the longer list of rank and file workers from'-'»’
35 Sta.tes, men, women and youth of all political shades and
economi¢ beliefs. The credential report shows that 343 repre-
sented all types of trade unions, 251 various cultural, educational,
middle-class -organisations, 434 fraternal organisations  (Interna-
tional Workers’ Order, Arbeiter Ring, Health Insurance, etc., 247
defence, civil rights, anti-fascist organisations, -25- churches, 22
delegates from shops, 41 from veterans’ organisations 115 from -
various political parties (Communist, Socialist, Jewish ‘Workers’
Party, etc.), 55 from the farms, 193 from anti-war and peace
organisations, 121 from womens orgamsations 154 from jobless
groups.

These diverse elements came and rubbed shoulders with
known and avowed Communists; churchmen and AF. of L. trade
unionists heeded the warnings of Earl Browder, secretary of the
CP, US.A, and Clarence Hathaway, editor of the “Daily’
Worker,” that greater activity in the ranks of the trade unions
was needed. This fact was accepted by all. A drive on the °
strategic sections of the working class and the AF. of L. was
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charted for the immediate. future. And not only that, as Hatha-
way pointed  out, the . fight against fascism is. 110 battle to take
place on that day when an American Hitler marches on Washing-
ton. It is a fight that must be waged day in and day out in
defence of all those civil liberties the proletariat had wrested
from the bourgeoisie through the many embattled years. And this
was recognised by all the League members; by the Y.M.C.A. dele-
gates, the church delegates, the middle-class delegates, as well as the
proletarian.

(They proved in action their endorsement of this line by
demonstrating, little more than a. week after the congress, at
the Yankee Stadium in New York, when Governor Lehman spoke
under fascist auspices on Columbus Day. Socialists, Communists,
non-party workers and petty-bourgeois fought the police, who
rode down on them, slashing away with their nightsticks.)

--‘The minimum programme of the League lists as its prmcipal
points the following : — :

(1) Attempt, through demonstrations, picketing and strikes,
to halt the manufacture and transport of munitions.

(2) Expose everywhere the widespread preparations for war
carried on under the cloak of national recovery.

(3) Demand all war funds to aid the jobless. ~Replace all
such devices as the "C.C.C. (forest camps) by a federal <vstem of
social insurance paid for by the government and employers.. .

(4) Oppose the policies .of American imperialism in the. Far-
East, in Latin America, especially now in Cuba, and internation--

ally;: support the struggles of all colonial peoples against the im-
perialist policies of exploitation and armed suppression.

. (5) Support ‘thé peace policies of the  Soviet Union for total
and universal disarmament which to-day, with the support of the
masses in.all lands, constitute the clearest and most effective op-

position to -war throughout the world; oppose all attempts to-
weaken the Soviet Union, whether these attempts take the form.

of . misrepresentation and false propaganda, diplomatic
manceuvring or intervention by imperialist governments.

(6) Oppose all developments leading to fascism in this country
and abroad, and especially in Germany; oppose the increasingly
widespread use of the armed forces against the workers, farmers,
and the special terrorising and suppression of Negroes in their- at-
tempts to maintain a . decent standard of living; oppose the in-
creasing encroachments upon the civil liberties of these groups as
a growing fascisation of our allegedly “democratic” government.

. (7) Win the armed forces to the suppert of this programme,

. The petty bourgeoisie as well as the proletarian delegates
endorsed it and . pledged greater activity to carry its injunc-
tions into effect. That this minimum programme should be
accepted by widest strata of the middle class was recognised at the
Congress in the action of the 49 Socialist delegates, who drew up
a resolution. They demanded a united front. They sent it to
their national leadership. Furthermore, they demanded that no
action be taken against those attending this Congress; expulsion
faced them. They demanded their party affiliate with the League.
They demanded recognition. of the fact that they spoke the will
of the Socialist rank and.file. They demanded united front with
the Communists. and all fighting fascism and war.

The appearance at the Congress of delegates from the armed
forces—in masks—galvanised the delegates. They were guarded
by-a defence corps of ex-servicemen, who saw to it that no sus-
picious-looking characters neared the.army delegates. One of the
soldlers, a First Lieutenant, reported —

- '« The reserve officers of this area have worked out all the

details of their mobilisation plans ‘. thls Congress is our

militant answer to these preparations . these are not pre-
- paratlons for 'an imperialist war alone . . . special equipment

" ‘has been issued and troops at Fort Shendan have been called

out on riot duty . . . these troops can be brought into Chicago

within one hour of call . .. from this mighty demonstration
we take new courage and we therefore resolve and pledge to

‘this Congress our. support in the struggle against war and

.fascism within the armed forces. . . . And if the capitalists

call upon us to wage.war, we shall wage war, but against the

.. war makers.

-The Congress showed that the old petty bourgeois illusions of
pacxﬁsm. of non-resistance to war, were being blown sky-high by
the explosions in Europe and Asia; by the continued crisis; by the
drive toward fascism of the bourgeoisie in every capitalist country
of the world. o

The First National Congress Against Fascism

and War in Mexico ,
By Vicente Guerna

The first National Congress against Fascism and Imperialist
War was held in Mexico from August 23 to 26; 186 organisations,
represented ‘by 254 delegates, and 69 organisations, which were
unable to send delegates owing to lack of funds, declared their
determination to fight in a united front against fascism and im-
perialist war. The number of toilers represented at this Congress
was 200,573, of whom 186,500 belonged to the 186 ‘organisations
represented by the delegates present, and 14,773 to the 69 organi-
sations which expressly declared their sohdarity with the Congress
by telegrams or letters. :

The Congress was a great success not only in view of the
great numbper of delegates and organisations represented, but also
because it demonstvated. the growing radicalisation of the toilers
of Mexico..and the correctness of the application of the united
front tactic of the CP of Mexico and of the revolutionary organi-
sations.

Various tendencies were represented at the Congress pacifists,
liberals, Communists, reformists, ete. Among the delegates were
workers, peasants, students, intellectuals, artisans, -artists, shop-
keepers, oppressed natives, etc. Various soldiers’ and policemen’ s
committees which could not be represented at the Congress owing
to their illegality sent greetings to the Congress and declared their
sohdauty with its aims. ‘

Despite the sabotage carrled out agamst the Congress by the;-
reformist trade union leaders and the Trotskyxst renegades, a
number. .of orgamsatxons under their influence disregarded, the
1nstruct10ns of their leaders and sent delegates to the Congress.’
A number of autonomous organisations also sent _delegates.

The Congress adopted a number of 1mportant resolutions re-
lating to the defence of the Soviet Union.and the Chinese revolu-
tion, solidarity with the. revolution in Cuba, and demanding the
release of Thaelmann and the anti-fascist prisoners in Germany.

As the fascist organisation, which calls itself the “Revolution-
ary Mexican Action,” intended to hold a parade of its forces on-
September 15 (the anniversary of the declaration of Mexican in-
dependence), the Congress adopted a decision to prepare for a
general strike on this day in the event of an attempt being made
to hold the parade.  On September 15 a declaration by this fascist
organisation appeared in some newspapers in the capital to the
effect that, in view of the announcement of a general strike and
of counter-demonstrations of the “anti-fascists” on September 15,
the parade would be abandoned in order not to impart “a Red
note” to the national festival. In fact the “ Geoldshirts” did not
parade either on September 15 or 16. This was the first success
achieved after the Congress. :

The chief danger, however, as the Congress pointed out, is
represented. by the “ Redshirts,” which the governor of the Federal
State of Tabaaco, Garride Canabal has begun to organise and
which represent the movement 1mmed1ately organised by the
government party.

In connection with the facts mentioned above the decision of
the Congress to organise anti-fascist guards in all working-class
centrés ard in the workers’ organisations is of special importance.
A commencement has already been made with the carrying out
of this decision in the town of Mexico, and good results have been
achieved.-

The first National Congress against Fascism and Imperialist
War must be a starting point for activity against the advance of
fascism and imperialist war. The success achieved in the fight
against the Goldshirts proved once again the correctness of the
standpoint of the Communist Party of Mexico and of the Com-
munist International that the. assertion that fascism must In-
evitably be victorious everywhere is false.

The Communist Party has also shown that the thesis that in
the present period only the ruling classes can decide the question
of war and peace, is false. To-day the toiling masses of the whole
world are a revolutionary factor which the ruling classes and the
imperialists are compelled to take into account. To-day there
exists the Soviet Union, which: as the advance-guard of the toil-
ing, masses of the .whole world and with the support of these
masses, constltutes a force. which cannot be disregarded by the
warmongers. If the working class succeeds in realising its broad
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uniteq front by drawing into common action its natural allies,

the peasants, the petty bourgeois masses, the students and the
intellectuals, the oppressed native peoples (whe  in Mexico foerm
more than 40 per cent. of, the population); then it will not only

successfully repel fascism but prevent the letting loose of imperial-
ist war ’

The Commumst Party of Mex1co will have to dlsplay tremen-.

dous actmty in order to realise the revolutipnary tasks (the Con-
gress has founded the Natlona.l League ‘against Fascism and Im-
penahst War and affiliated to the World Committee). laid down
by the first. Natmnal Congress agalnst War and Fatscxsm

Letter from Italy -

The Idea of Communism Gaining Groum} Among the Young
Fascists - .

‘'We publish below, without alteration, a letter from P
former member of the Italian Fascist Youth, who recently
came over to the Young Communist League. ‘This letter
conveys a good idea of the growing discontent among the

. young fasczsts -—ED

. (Romagna), September.
Dear Comrades,

I should like to deal with and to make some remarks concern-
ing the present organisation of the Fascist Youth, to which, in
order to be able to live under this vile regime, I temporarily
belonged. AHow me in the first place to make some remarks, based
on my observation and experience, regarding the way in which the
youth view and judge this, actually, military organisation.

Fascism has of late greatly promoted the organisation of the
young fascists and has gone so far as to induce the young people
of all social categories to join it in masses. I say “in masses,”
because in my district, for good or ill, nearly all, if not to say
simply all, have been compelled to join.

How has this been-accomplished? Promises after promises, free
visits to the picture theatres, dances, reading rooms, educational
classes on Sunday, etc., were the chief means by which many of
these young people were fooled. Finally, force and compulsion for
those who remained obstinate. I want you, however, clearly to
realise the fact that none of the new members has had the idea or
even the firm intention of being a really fascist soldier. The
promises, ' thie ‘entertainments had induced . them to join the
organisation, nething else.. For a certain time everything went
more or less smoothly, but when it came to keeping the promises,
which had not been fulfilled, discontent began to become general.
The Young Communist League made use of this discontent, which:
took root by penetrating the young “ fascists,” of whom 75 per cent.
belong to the- Young Commumst League, even if they a.re still in
the Fascio.

This penetratlon of the ranks of the young fascists is still
going on and gives reason to hope for even better results. In this
way- -the strength of the fascist youth in our district, even if it
appears to be very great, is very unhealthy (unhealthy for fascism,
of eourse).

One must not, however, give the entire credlt for thls situation
to the Young -Communist League, even though I recognise that
much credit is due to it. There exists an excitement, I would even
say a fever, among the youth, which is shaking it, which causes it
to turn its thoughts to new things, to-a new ideal in.life. When
the young people speak of Russia they do so with unusual respeet
and reverence. As regards myself, I have undergone this change
of outlook and am still undergoing it. When politics are dis-
cussed the discussion nearly always turns on Russia, and many
young fascists speak of an impending class revolution and discuss
it with sympathy and eagerness.

They now realise that they have been betrayed. They are now
going in the right direction. They have come to realise where
their real fatherland is. It is therefare easy fo organise them
round the flag of Communism. The mistake committed by the
hierarchy (enrolment of the masses) of our district has brought
advantage to Communism. There is no time to be lost. It is neces-
sary to work, to make use of every opportunity in order to come to
the aid of so many young people, victims of fascism, so many
young people who are stretching out their arms, seeking a firm
point of support by means of which they can raise themselves up,
in ‘order to save themselves. Let us go to them, go to their aid!
That is our task. Let us bring to them the slogan of the leader of
humanity, Lenin. These young people are eagerly awaiting it.

Fascism will attempt to hinder them: by means of force, but as-
they are now inspired with- an ideal, even the employment of
violent methods will no longer have any chance of success. The:
way is open. Let us penetrate the ranks ‘of the:fascist youth?
The young -people are seeking a way out.” We must lead :them, -
teaching them that the sun which .is lighting up the whole world

is.mpt Rome, but the Soviet- Umon, the Russm of Lemn, of
Communism, : . i :

The Whlte Terror

The Hungarlan Fascnsts Waﬂt to Klll Rakos1

“We must win Thae]mann hke a battlel” that is one of the'
ﬁghtmg slogans of the world-wide mass movement to save the
leader of the Communist Party of Germany. This slogan applies:
also. to. Comrade Rékosi, one of the leaders of the Communist
Party of Hungary, People’s Commissar in the first Hungarian:
Soviet Republic, one of; the organisers of the famous Hungarian
Red Army, whom fascism still holds in its- claws and—of this there:
is no doubt—intends to kill. .

Comrade Rakosi returned to Hungary in order to take a lead-:
ing part in organising the Communist movement, As.a result of .
a despicable act of treachery he fell intothe hands of the police
in September, 1925, and twelve months later, in ‘September, 1926,
was sentenced to eight and a half years’ imprisonment. - Already
at that time Hungarian fascism demanded Ré&kosi’s -head:
Rakosi was saved, thanks only to the powerful protest movement
which arese in every country.

Eight and a half years’ imprisomnment! Eight and a half
years of isolation, torment, hard labour and hunger! Ré&kosi, the
working-class champion, endured all this. He served the whole
of his sentence right up to the last .day and was to have been
released on April 24, 1934. Hungarian fascism hoped that it.
would be able to break Comrade Rakosi by means of this
monstrous and brutal sentence. But he did not waver for a-
moment; he remained even while in prison a champion of Com-
munism, wno did not abandon his' Communist principles one
minute. For this reason Hungarian fascism wishes to kill him by
means of a fresh sentence. A new trial of Rékosi is ‘being pre-
pared. He is to be charged with 51 “murders,” with “forging’
money,” “robbery,” seditious incitement and high treason, all of
which crimes he is alleged to have committed over 15 years ago
as a member of a revolutionary proletarian government. It is the
stereotyped lying indictment brought’ agamst all leading function-
aries of the Soviet State and of " the Communist Party. -Its
“pasis ¥ is the death sentences ‘which the revolutionary tribunal
pronounced on active counter—revolutlonarles the corpses  of
counter-revolutlonarles who felI with’ weapons ‘in hand in the ﬁgh%
against the young Soviet ‘power. The fact that the Hungarian
Soviet Republic, like any other government, issued its ewh:eur-
rency ‘is designated as « forging money ¥y expropriation of~ the
banks, the factories, the big estates, the fortunes of the bouf:
geoisie, is described as “robbery ”; the setting up of the ‘Boviet
dictatorship itself, as seditious’ incitement and high treason. And,
not content with that Rakosl Is ‘net to’ be brought hefore am
ordmary cOurt but before 4 kind of Summary Court, a senatormsl
court, which will deal with the case** expedltlously »”

Hungarian fascism -has its own peculianty It still. wears a
sort of “democratic” garb: it still hag its « parliament,” its
tical parties,” its “independent judiciary.” It does not say, like
German faseism: “Right is that which is of advantage to the
national socialist state,” but is still guided by “generally valid”
principles of justice.-

‘But what is the reality behind this camoufiage? -

The Hungarian government’s treatment of Rékosi 'is unpre-
cedented even when regarded from a purely formal judicial
standpoint According to Hungarian law, a common criminal,
when two separate charges are brought against him, must be
brought to trial on account of the second crime during the time
he is serving his sentence for the first crime. Hungarian law
expressly prescribes that in such cases the two sentences must
not simply be added, but must run concurrently. But that which
applies in the case of an ordinary criminal does not apply in the
case of a Communist. It would have been quite possible to have
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. tried Rékosi, under the law for the protection of the State, eight
and a half years ago, not:enly on actount ¢f his. organisational

and propagandist activity ia the C.P. of Hungary, but also on -

account of his activity in the Hungarian Commune. The Public
Prosecutor, the Court, the government neglected to do so at, that
time. = Eight and a half ylars. after it'suddenly éccurs to them
that Rakosi was not only an organiser of the C.P. of Hungary
during the ten months of - his .illegal Activity, bul was alse -a

People’s Commissar at the time of $he HuanghMan Seviet Republc,

The arbitrary manner in which the Hungarian judicial autho-

rities disregard their own- laws has aroused consi;emhtxon BVEN -

among bourgeois jurists. When it first became known that a new
case was bemg framed up against Rakosi the “ Az Est ” wrote:—
“Great excxtemen‘t grevaﬂs among Hungarian lawyers on
“‘accoutit ‘of the unprecedented case whére a prisoner, aﬂ:er
havmg served a. senfence.of eight and a half years’ unprlson—
“meht, ¢an be sentenced 'to death at a new trial”
.What do ‘the Hunganan rilers care about fhat!
done worse thlng than 1
tjween “« murder ” and murder, between “ robbery ” ‘and robbery
when 1t s " of defending . their own 1nterests
o :

They have

Hungarlan Soviet power a number of the best leaders of the C.P.
of Hiingary were hanged on ‘the same grounds on which R&kosi
"is to be brought to trial again, Pumf,lve expeditions,” military
detachments of the counter-revolutmn murdered hundreds and
‘hjhdreds of Workers ‘and peasants; and nothir.g whatever was
“done to fhem “The formuIa usually employed in order to justify
all thesé atroclous deeds was: ‘They were" committed out of
“ rightieous mdignatloh ” out of “ patriotic feelings.” But there
was o:de thing that rather spoﬂt this “argument ”: the white
barrdits not only murdered but alsg robbed their v1ct1ms And
the wmte bandits murdered not only workers and poor peasants,
‘hut also rich’ Jews in order to pIunder them. The notorious de-
‘bachment of Ivan 'HeJJa»s waded not only in ‘workers’ blood. In
the months of ‘September-November, 1919, it murdered and robbed
fro l(ess than 64 bourgedls 'On the basis of an amnesty decree all
the’ murderers went - unpumshed "FHe members of a second
notorious terrorist detachmert, the Babarczy detachment “who
_regularly extorted money from rich Jéws, were likewise amnestled
’I"h_e_’whrte ‘terrorists ‘Ladislatis Hly and George Rigoeczky: made a
"‘taid’ on the “Elub” cdfé in Budapest, which' is frequented by
‘m‘any Ydws: “PHey killed' thiree ‘Deople, and for' this Were con-
s de, & to 13" and 12 years’ imprisonmetit respectlvely “These
“terroribts were aldo ‘“tfinestied later; they had killéd -only * Jews.
The white murderers and robbers were directly encouraged by
g‘overhment %odiés. Thus-<the Minister for Defence, Count Karl
Csél(y, in"an inbérviéw on the questlon who would be amnestled
ekpressed ‘the followmg opinion:—.
'’ If, ‘before the' murder, the perpetrator was actuated by
'th’é jféllowing -motives: I-cahr do:with Somogyi’s gold watch
-~ (Befiogyi wes tHe editor of ‘the soéial-democratic “Nepszava,”
7 whé f,bg‘ether ‘with his' colleague Bacso, was kidnapped dnd
cruelly murdeéred by white ‘terrorists—Ep.), then he eannot be
amnestied in any case. But if it:turns‘out that he acted not

from selfish. but political motives, then he is entitled to be '

amnestied, even if he afterwards appropnated Somogyi’

watch. In other words: the .decisive gquestion is the motive

‘which prompted the murderer. »

Edmund Bemtzky, former Mimster for 'the Interior, who was
in apposition to the government at that tlme, declared in parlia-
ment that in the year 1921 he submitted a petition to Prime

" ‘Minister Count Bethlen enumerating 94 cases of atrocities com-
_mitted by the white bands, cases which were connected with rob-
bery and extortion. Count Bethlen, however had more urgent
business than to prosecute murderers and’ robbers

Were these acts of murder only regretta.ble excesses” com-
mitted. in the first -years after the overthrow of the Soviet dic-
tatorship, as was later officially announced? These acts of
murder did not cease during the period of “consolidation.” White
terrorists threw bhombs into a meeung of the Jewish Women’s
‘Association in .Csongrad. Result: three Kkilled, 23 seriously
Wounded White terrorists committed a bomb outrage against the
Democratic Association of Erszébetyaros, a suburb of Budapest.
Result: 8 killed. 21 seriouslv. wounded. The perpetrators did not
even need an amnesty, they were gequitted straight away by the
judges!

. fdcve as. & ‘warning.’

is. ’I‘hey know how fo distinguish be--

- In the meantime Communists and revolutionary workers were
arrested and thrown into the torture chambers of the palice
stations and prisons. Their repeated hunger strikes were always
brutally crushed by the cruel prison management. The particip-
ants in such hunger strlkes were severely punished in order to
Comrade Rakosi himself, who:contracted
lung and heart trouble in prison during his eight and a half years’

Amprisonment, carried out six hunger strikes, covering altogether

days. -"He passed a third of his prison term, i.e. three years,
under disciplinary punishment. And this campaign to extermin-

. ate the Communists was “crowned ” in the year 1932 by the execu-

tion of our two comrades, Sallai and Fuerst, on account of mere
ox;gamsamonal and propaganda work. In the whole world there

'W,as only one Qplmon regarding thxs monsf;rous crime of Hungarran

ascism: abominable murder!
Thig is the true countenance’ ‘of Hungarvan ’fascism ‘This is

) the ,gang’ to whom Comrade Réakosi is delivered ‘over. And this

gan,g is now attemptmg to adopt a democratlc pose Its represen-
ta.tives declared a few days ‘ago that they granted right of asylum

Jo the Marsell’les assassins, provided them Wwith Wweapons and false
e.PaSSDO ts
“ cmlrsed States.

, because Hungary respects the right of freedom, like all
No mercy for our Comrade Rakosi can be
,expected from this gang Hithgarian fascisrn is out to destroy

fRakosr because he is an indomitable class ﬂghter a symbol of the
'emanmpatmn struggle of ‘the Hungarian workers - and poor

peasants. Hungarian fascism wants to kill Réakosi in ‘order to
intimidate the Hungarian proletariat which is défending -itself
agamst oppression and exploitation, resortmg to ‘thé weapon of
the strike, political actions, étc. Rékosi can only be saved by the
mass struggle of the working class. To6 strengthen this fight in
,alI ‘countries is the call of the hour. '

Cry for Help From Spain '

. We are convinced that you are followmg with -burning
int'erest ‘and enthusiasm the bold resistance of the Asturian miners
against the armed forces of $he government. .;And we are equally
¢onvinced that the news of the seizure of land by the indescrib-
‘ably poor and exploited peasants in-various jparts_of Spain, and
‘the  establishment of workers’ and .peasants’ Soviets, as, for in-
stance, in.the:Basque towns .ef Eibar and Mondragon, meets with

- your full: @pproval, and is inspiring many thousands ¢f the toiling

masses all.over the world with enthusiasm and ﬁghtmg courage

- But these struggles are costing the lives .of thousands of
Workers the Spanish seil is red .with, the blood of workers and
peasants. In Asturias alone 15.000 solc};ers, armed to the teeth and
iequipped -with the most up-to-date. of. weapons of wa,r were ‘sent
toicrush the insurrection. .In one single barricade fight.in_ Astunas
150 :workers were killed., In- Madrid..200 workers, had been “killed
-and wounded, 300 taken prisoner, two days after the general strike
was declared. - The town of Gijon, which was.in the hands of the
insurgents, was bembarded by the warship beer’cad ¥ on -the

, orders -of the minister. in Madrid, .and hundreds’ of workers were

killed and wounded. In Leon, a ralemg poxnt ‘of the ‘miners,

~hundreds were massacred, and hundreds more wounded.” In'Cata-

lonia oved 500.were wounded, and mgre than one ‘hundred killed.

Thousands of famxhes and orphans are left’ completely desti-
tute. Mass: &rrests are bemg made all over Spain, and there 4re
not enough pr),sons to hold the arrested so that they are being
herded-like cattle into 1mprovxsed ‘concentration’ camps.

Courts martial are being ‘held, and ‘a number of ‘death sen-
tenees have already been passed. 1t is imposs1b1e to ascertain
the numbers of murdered and ‘wounded workers, nor the number
of families who have lost their breadwinners.

The  Spanish Section of the LR:A. has remamed at 'its post
ﬁrom the first moment onwards. We krrow ‘that it is our duty to
brlng prompt aid to thousands of prisoners, thousands of ‘families
and childrén of the dead revolutionaries. We are exerting our
utmost efforts, we are calling upon the toiling masses evervwhere
to aid us in the tremendous task, for without aid we cannot
carry it out. We need your heln!

In the names of the hermc Spanigh workers and peasants who
have given their lives in the struggle against fascism, we appeal
to the toiling masses of the world to aid us in our task.

In Spain fhe socialists, the anarchists, and the :Communists
‘have fought side by side ag#inst their class enemies.  Carry out
your sohdarlty action on the same broad basis of ‘the united front
of” all workers ‘and of all ‘oreanisaticns of the toiling masses.

i * The Spartiish Section of therL.R.A..
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Seventeenth Annwersary of the October Revolution

On the Eve of the Seventeenth Anmversary‘

ot the October Revolution
(Leadmg Arncle of “Pravda,” October 26th 1934)

Another year of the great October Soclahst Re‘volutlon is
passmg into hlstory Another heroic page has been’ turned and
another brilliant chapter finished.

QOctober, the October of the grim year 191’7I Tt wil always

“be a source of the greatest revolutionary inspiration, will always

glve strength and energy in the struggle for the new world, for .

_the socialist fatherland . In the tempests. and ﬂames of the armed
‘rebelhon of the workmg class arose ‘the’ Sov1et power the dlctator-
_ship of the proleta.nat,, The red star of Communisim Fose over the
world. | Under the leadershlp of the Bolsheviks, under the Ieader-
_ship of the great genera.ls of the proletarian revolution Lenln and
_Stalin, the workers and peasants seized the power. They obtained
8 fa.therland they became the masters of the1r ‘own fate and of
-'thelr own life,
-The entire capltahst world joined 1ts forces to crush and
strangle the .young proletarian State.’ The best that was among
., the toiling people, among the working class and the peasantry
rose to defend the gains of the October Revolutmn by force of
arms. The country was surrounded by the fronts of the ¢ivil war.
From the Polish frontier to Vladivostok, on. the Volga, in the
steppes of the Ukraine, on the Black Sea, the Baltic Sea, the
. White 'Sea, at the approaches to Moscow and Petrograd, bloody
battles were fought for the power of the Soviets, for Socialism.
The working class and the toiling peasants won the victory,
"'led, organised, inspired and armed by the Communist Party, by

Lenin and Stalin, these-giants of humanity liberated from- the

" chains of oppression. - Devastated by imperialist war and interven-
tion, the country began the work of construction. The fighters
returned from the ‘front to semi-ruined factories, in- order to
breathe the new life into them. The first stones were ‘laid in the
foundation on which arose the great edifice of socialist industry
and collectivised agriculture.

How the mighty Soviet country has been built up! Look to
the east, the west, the south, the north! Coal is being dug, metal
smelted, new machines made. Collective farms and State tarms
are filling the elevators and barns with grain. = The menacing
squadrons’ of the Red air fleet soar over the country. The frontiers

_ of_the boundless country are girdled with ‘a steel Bolshevik chain

’of the best technique of defence and the best people the heroic
sons of the socialist fatherland

The seventeenth year will enter the chromcles of the revolu-
tion as a year of the further strengthening of the Soviet Union,

as a year of tremendous growth in the strength and importance .

. of the Soviet country on the international scene. 'The courageous
fight of the Soviet Union for peace finds an echo not only among
the, millions of toilers of capitalist countries but also among the

. goyernments of fore1gn countries whlch are desirous of maintain-

- ing. peace at the present moment for various reasons. This is
shown, among other things, by the invitation 'to the” USSR to
»Jom the League of Nations.

. . 'The year 1934 is a remarkable year in the sphere ‘of the deve-

»Iopment of national economy. Judging by all indications, heavy

industry -will completely fulfil the gigantic plan of the second

‘year of the second Five Year Plan. This year the Soviet blast

furnaces will produce three million tons of iron more than in 1933.

This figure should be pondered over to understand the power

which is to be found in-socialist heavy industry.

The present year in the U.S.SR. is also distinguished by im:
provements in quality. The new culture is laying a wide path for
““itself. - The workers have begun to work better, more reliably.
with greater knowledge and experience. People have grown in
stature both in town and village. And the growth of people, of
cadres, is the truest indication of the strength of the new social
order The crews of the Chelyuskin and the Litke, and especially

',multxplying more and’ more
are’ especially strengthemng the new’ coilectwe farm System eco-
~nom1ca11y and ér amsatwnally' The strength of ‘the collective
“farm system has

”begl;amng of the summer
‘difﬁcultv and joy ‘that ‘the collective farms, and’ Only the collec-
tive fdrms, lead to. a Well-to-do life.

the - airmen who rescued the Chelyusk1mtes showed the’ gramte

f out of whrch the retolutxonary generatlon of the’ Sov1et Umon is
carVed ‘

““Fhe year 1934 was marked by the edUCatlon of new. heroes of
great and small matters ‘The numbers of ‘the shock-wotkers are
The shock-workers in the villages

‘een” tested ‘once mote ‘in the difficulties W i¢ch

were met with in ‘some ﬁlstrlcts owing to. theé’ dry weather at the
And it was shown both in times of

. ’I'he year 1934 began with' the Seventeenth Party Congress of
the C.P.S.U., and.ends with the elections. to the Soviets. The
policy set out at the Seventeenth Congress in the report of Com-
rade Stalin was warmly. supported and.conducted in practice by
tens of millions of the toilers of the Soviet Union. They are

- sending to the Sovrets——the organs of the proletarian dictator-

ship—the best people of the working class, of the collectivised
peasants and the Soviet intellectuals, in order to carry the deve-
lopment of the socialist revolution further and further ahead with
still greater energy and brilliance. .The beginning of the elections
to the Soviets coincides with the seventeenth anniversary of the
October Socialist Revolution. A golden chain stretches from the
taking of the Winter Palace, from the shots of the “ Aurora” to
the Seventh Congress of Soviets.

The country of the Soviets is preparing to celebrate the anni-
versary of the socialist revolution. On November 7 the toiling

.people;of the U.S.SR., firmly welded, united under the Red banner

of socialism, will demonstrate their strength, socialist order and

- supreme . loyalty to their Party, its Leninist Central Committee,
Jed by Comrade Stalin.

Under the banner of the October Socialist Revolution and
under its slogans, our militant comrades abroad will also demon-
strate on this day. The truth of October will sound out still more

~loudly in- the fascist countries, in all the proletarian centres of
- ‘the world, drenched in the blood of the workers and peasants, in
" the:places where the toilers sufler -from capitalist barbarity and
" the brutality of the military who are preparing for new wars.

And throughout the world' still more strongly will sound the cry:
Workers of the world, unite! - .

The Achievements of the Second Year of

‘the Second Five Year Plan -

The national. economy of the Soviet Umon has entered the

" fourth quarter ‘of the second year of the second .Five-Year Plan.

The chlef and decisive branches of socxahst economy have entered
this quarter with record figures, both a8 regards quantxty ahd
quality. .

In the ﬁrst three quarters of the current year the heavy
industry of the Soviet Union increased its production by 28-29
per cent., compared with the first three quarters of the previous
year. The non-ferrous metal industry, which in former years
failed to keep pace with other branches of national economy, is
this year working on a particularly high level. In the first: three
quarters of the present year the smelting of pig iron amounted to

.75 per cent. of the annual plan, and showed an increase of 49.7 per

cent., in comparison with last year. Coke production increased
by 40,6 per cent., compared with last year, iron ore productlon by
49.1 per cent. and steel smelting by 42.6 per cent.

The output of light industry has increased month by month,
both as regards quantity and quality. The demand of the popula-
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":';‘tionfof the Soviet Union. for articles of general consumption is

being better satisfied, although: this demand is increasing:every

. day*owing: .to the continually - rising sta,ndard of living of the

" working: population.
"' . The results of the first three quarters of the present year- are

. evidence of the enormous-achievements of socialist economy-and

“ the possibilities of :further achievements. In view.of these results
‘e’ have every reason to believe ithat the great economic: plan of

“the second year of the Second E;we—Year Plan will be " completely

fulﬁlled P
‘ ‘on the seventeenth anmversary oi the chober revolution it

—wﬂi first be possible tosum up the agricultural achievements:in the .

Genoa 1922—Geneva 1934

in regard to agriculture the present year will surpass last year

‘yéa¥ 1934. In the meantime, however; there is every indication that
w1th its record harvests.

emloraced the whole of the Union in April and May. Tt was due

“only to the collective farm system, with the unexampled enthusi-

astic work of theé collectlve fdrm peasants in cdmbatmg the fatal
effects of the drought and a whole number of sowing measures,

“which can be carried out only by big socialised- undertakings; that

it was possible to avert the danger of the grain crops being dried
,up. - As a_result the harvest, taken as a whole, is not worse and

in fact in many, dlstrlcts is even- bette;r than the recotd harvest of

. 1933. :
- This..year a consrderable number of the eollectrve farms in

: the Centra] Volga district, which usually: suffer more than other

-.-distticts from drought, are able to record a bigger harvest than o

. that of .any-preceding years. The ‘fields in the Asov Black Sea
.:region: and: the Crimea, which at first.looked as if they would not
yield .any harvest whatever, provided, excellent crops to the collec-

_ tive -peasants.. In the Central Asiatic Republics the harvests in

- many places were larger than have been known for half a century.

- plan).

‘The Moscow district, the Ural and Siberia are able to record very
good harvests. The best collective farms in the Moscow district,
for example, yielded 20 and even 22 cwt. of winter wheat which
previously had not been sown here at all.

In judging the results -of the agricultural year 1934 it is very
“important to keep in mind that the State sowing plan for all
“the main varieties of grain‘in the Seviet Union was exceeded.

This applies to summer wheat (over one million hectares more
than the plan), and to cats (over 900,000 hectares more than the

The plan for the cultivation of barley was also exceeded
“(about 200,000 hectares).

.+ The victories achieved by socialist agriculture in the year 1934
are due in the first place to the incomparable advantages.of
collective farming. One of the factors contributing to these vic-
tories was the early sowing which it was possible to carry out,
thanks to the great efficiency of the collective farms, which are
‘served. by machine and ftractor stations. The most’ striking

example of an early conclusion of spring sowing was the sowing . .

" of sugar, beets this year. The whole of the Ukraine concluded

’ the sowing of sugar beets in April. The result is a rich harvest.

The collective farms have already performed a vast amount

Ox prehm.mary work in preparation for next year’s harvest. The !

. autumn ploughing plan, was. increased from 365 to 41.8 million

" hectares this year.-

The 1mportance of autumn ploughing is

. generally recognised The land which’ has been ploughed in the

) autumn absorbs moisture, SUmmer sowmg after autuimn ploughing
results as a rule in a higher harvest yield. The rich harvest in
the Volga district, in Western Siberia and other parts of the Soviet

. Union this year is due in no-small measure to the autumn plough-

: ~mg carried out last year.

- ing drought.

- Autumn ploughing,: which was not usual before the rise of
the collective farms, has become one of the best means.of combat-
According - to ‘the latest. figures, by October 15,
autumn.-ploughing had been carried out on 20.5 million hectares
-of land.' This year’s winter sowing campaign. is proceeding incom-
parably better and more speedily than in all former years. By
October 15 last, the winter grain sowing plan in the whoie of the
Union has already been fulfilled 92 per cent.—34,533,000 hectares
have been sown, whilst last year only 31,700,000 hectares had been

. sown by this time.

The successes achieved by the collective and Soviet farms

:, this year are bound to have an effect on the grain procuring. The

. State_grain provision plan for the whole of this year will be ful-

. filled .before its time. By October 15 the grain procuring plan

for the whole year was fulfilled 94.9 per cent., whilst the collective

""The drought whlch occurred in the spring ~of this year o

;c‘ouple are no longer living in harmony with one another.
‘geois England and bourgeois France are ‘like a husband and wife
who have a famlly quarrel every day, who hate each other, but yet

“coast districts.

farms had fulfilled their plan 97.9 per cent. By this date last year
the plan was fulfilled only .83.8 per cent. The monthly plan for

_ October was fulfilled 56.8 per cent. by October 15.

The grain purchases of the State and co-operative organisa~
tions are. proceeding successfully as a result of the big grain

’surplu,'Ses which the collective peasants have at their disposal.
‘These purchases already.exceed the State grain procuring plan.
" By October 15 thesé organisations had already procured 50 million

poods of grain,” of whlch 15 million poods were obtained from

the Ukrame and the Moscow district. All these figures show that
e thls year, ‘the collectlve farm peasants made great progress on the
N way to a nfe of prosperlty ‘and’ culture

By D. Saslavski

Europe of the year 1922 can be Judged by Genoa In the

- spring of that year the most eminent representatives of the ruling
" bourgeoisie, the most brilliant diplomats and ‘learned economists
_met together in this town They took their places in the grand

‘hall according to their rank and dignity. At the principal table—
‘the French, Engllsh Belgzans Italians and Japanese. The Entente
in v151b1e form. It still exists. Lloyd George and Barthou stand
at its head in this hall. 'They are the masters ‘English and French
capital still go arm-in-arm as the first married couple. They are
followed by Italy, Belgium and Japan. The rest of the victor
countries form a motley group. Quite at the rear, looking very
meek and humble, are Germany and Austria.

T It is no louger a secret to anybody that the leading married
Bour-

cannot - decide to have a divorce. They cannot have a formal

' separation, because post-war Europe belongs to both of them and

they are unable to come to an agreement for peaeceful division of
the spoils. -

Althiough there is' no war there nevertheless does not exist
that peace for which the international bourgeoisie longed. Fat
profits must now be reaped from the fields fertilised with the blood
of millions of toilers; but .the harvest is still relatively very meagre.

-The severe crisis of the post-war time weighs down on the world

‘in:the' form of inflation, unemployment, decline of internal and
foreign trade, and general misery. Germany lies prone at the feet
of the victors: here I .am, feed on my flesh! Drink my blood!
The representatives of the German social democracy are ready,
like eager and obsequious cooks, to serve up to the masters of

~'Europe any dish they desire. But.there is nothing left of Germany

but skin and bone. It is unable to-satisfy the gluttonous masters
of Europe. In fact it is starving itself. It must first be thoroughly
nourished in -order that it shall be able to pay reparations. But
who. will feed it with credits, and how? )

An enticing picture hovers befare the greedy eyes of this
choice assémbly: The vast lands of Russia with its millions of
peasants, its immeasurable fields, its rich coal deposits and oil

..fields. : Here all of them could do profitable business. And each

one. keeps a_jealous watch on the others in order that one of the
pack. ‘shall not be the first to pounce upon Russia, keep it for itself,
grab the best portion. Hence the united frent.of the capitalist
countries, the general boycott of Soviet Russia in the sense of an
agreement not to recognise it, not to trade with it and not to grant
it any credits. -

~That Russia as the country of the dlctatorshlp of the prole-

w&rlat i%‘perishing; of that none of them doubts. For-the States
-Bathefed in’ Genoa its eollapse is only a question of time. The idea
"of overthrowing Russia by means of armed force has had to be
“dbatidéned.
‘driven out the armies of the allies, and only the last remnants of

The working class has repelled the intervention,

the Japanese occupation troops are still -clinging tightly to the
The differences of opinion regarding when the
collapse of  the Bolsheviki will take place now form the subject of
family disputes in the Anglo-French marriage.
~ Lloyd George and other liberal Englishmen believe that this
collapse will not take place for some time, therefore one must not
wait any longer, but fleece Russia somewhat. This must be done
at once in order to promote English trade and English industry,
in order to secure the best plums in Russia. Lloyd George
therefore is in favour of negotiations with Soviet Russia.

- France, however, in the person of Barthou, will not hear of
this. He sits in Genoa like a peevish lady and will have nothing
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to do with these hated Bolsheviki. For the rest, it is not worth
while talking with thern, for we know quite well—Soviet Russia
will collapse to-morrow. - And if not to-morrow, then at any rate
the day after. ... .

There is an icy silence in the hall as the Bolsheviki, headed by
Comrade thvmov, appear. Not a friendly glance. Nobody offers
them hijs hand even out of politeness. It is the first official appear-
ance of the Bolsheviki in the world of European diplomacy. They
‘are not even recognised. They are regarded officially as something
which must disappear. Nevertheless, for the first time the im-
perialist diplomats and statesmen are compelled to speak with
them face to face. And they proceed to talk with the Bolsheviki
as with criminals, who have to show their repentance, abandon
their programme and show that they are “ decent” people in the
bourgeois sense of the word.

But the Bolsheviki do not laok at all like criminals. Already
-after their ﬁ.rst speeches the capitalist press raises a great outery
“impudence ” and ‘“audacity.” They do not think

.come to ‘Genoa as business people—we are prepared to trade and
bargain. You need Russia in order to revive your capitalist
‘economy; we need you in order to promote .our Soviet economy
Let us trade and bargain.

* L] ® » -

‘This -behaviour was something absolutely new and unheard of

in the capitalist world With some it aroused laughter, whilst
1others were astounded And even .among the proletarians there
were someone who. did not immediately understand this attitude.

fo T.o many terribly “Left ” Communists it seemed that Soviet Russia

*who 'do not understand the New Economic Policy ‘of Russia.

. ‘was- proving unfaithful to its prineciple, that it wanted to surrender

-the achjevements of the revolution to the class enemy.
In Moscow Lenin calmly refutes all these objections of people

’ alliahee ‘with ‘the poor peasants, with the .support.of the middle
" peasants, the working class. has defeated all its enemies and

" pbtained complete possession of political power.

But the achieve-

“iments of the revolution are threatened if the working class do not
i ‘soon reconstruct industry and’estdblish a firm foundation of

~Soctalism.

“~

It is therefore nedessary to overcome the economic
‘decline caused-by the imperialist war and intervention. The work-

" g people “have ne eapital of their own.: The cadres:of the .in-
“*dustrialprolétariat are still relatively.small.

©It is necessary to

‘Fevive ‘trade ‘and ihdust}ry ‘at all.costs. “In‘order to achieve this,

‘hgwever, it is necessary to-retreat somewhat, to dig oneself in in

e captured  positions, secure thie Key positions of:mational

‘be made use of in the interests of ‘the proletarian revolution. This
is 4 re and difficult unelertaking, but the Commumsts are: quxte

eapable of earrymg it out.

‘The SOV.let power is prepared to’ grant' industrial and tradmg )
concesswns
‘j‘the strong and the weak sides of Soviet. Russia !
To-morrow you will not receive anythmg’

And Lenin warned the cé,prtahsts, when he displayed
“ Enough !" No more
cqncessxons' Enough'

more' »

These were the mstructrons wh1ch ‘the 80viet delegates brought
with them to Genoa.. They categorically declared : There can be
,no question of restoring private property:in Russia. The handing
-back of the mines, factories, workshops, ete., to their former capi-
talist owners is absolutely out of the.guestion. The whole labour
protection. legislation .in Soviet ;Russia remains.in force. But here
‘we make you an advantageous offer : “concessions for a .definitely
dimited period, factories which are at a standstill, natural resources
in various parts of Soyiet Russia; build up and develop them.
The former proprietors will receive prefe-ence, but they will only
hold their former undertakings as co” .e<<ionaires, for a definite
4ime.- Spviet Russia does not refuse to vumpensate to a certain
.extent these former owners for the damage caused by the revolu-

~ tion, but on condition that credits are granted which will enable

. Lentin’s warning :

the Soviet power to restore its national economy.

These, in the-main, were the proposals of the Soviet delega-
tion in -Genoa. 1922.. The capitalists of all countries heard the
proposals of the Soviet government. But they failed to hear
“To-morrow you will get nothing more what-

- -capital ‘of which the .revolution has robbed us.
“‘bourgeoisie- displayed tremendous greed gnd also incredible blind-
ness. . They .absolutely failed to realise the meaning: of events in

In -

‘ever! ”- They were eonvinced, on their part, that to-morrow they
would get everything back : above all their factories, their. under-
takings. The main point of the negotiations was the restitution,
in plain language, the restitution of private property, the volun-
tary conversion of the Soviet Union in a country in which the im-
‘perialists should enjoy the same .privileges as they do in CGhina,
‘India, or other colonial countries...In Genoa and at the Hague the
capitalists of France, England and Belgium came forward .on

-behalf of the former private property owners in Tsarist Russia.

They insistently demanded: give us back the factories and the
The European

‘Russia.

Formally regarded, the Genoa Conference remained without
result. No agreemenb was arrived at. Soviet Russia received
nelther .credits nor capital. But the united front of boycatters
was .broken. The capitalists in the various countries impatiently
awaited the failure of the Conference in order to compete with
each other with offers of goods, with negomatlons on trading rela-
tiuns with Soviet Russia.

“Since then twelve years have passed, and, greeted with loud
applause, ‘the representatives of ‘the Soviet Unioh entered ‘the
crowded session hall of the League of Nations . They are given a
seat on the Countil of the League. Many of the statesmen present
were present at the Genoa -Conference. Lloyd George is missing.
But also the’ English Conservatives are compelled with rueful mien
to tolerate Soviet Russia among the Powers which decide the fate
of the world. Fascist Germany and predatory Japan cannot con-

" ceal their feelings of bitter hatred. The Soviet Union frustrates

‘their ‘dirty game. The représentatives of France, who.twelve years
ago in Genoa behaved like ‘peevish anti-Bolshevist ladies, now come
forward: as the ‘best frrends of the Soviet -Union among t.he ‘bour-
gemS'le EEN

Twelve years ago the Bolsheviki were very little intimidated by
the. hostility of the bourgeoisie. To-day .they are -still less im-

' pressed. by their outward politeness and friendliness. The Soviet

Union enters the world arena-as.a first-class Power. Who would
venture to talk to-day of .the overthrow of the Bolshevxkr" Serious
politieians .do not waste their time on such nonsense; they leave it
to the gutier press. . Idoyd George is more or less in retrrement
whilst Litvinov carries on politics on a world scale, and everybody

“’knows- that it is a- pohcy wmch is in the interests of the world
vproletamat . E

The proletanat of the Sov1et Union “has only 1tse1f and the

“sconomy, -cede a definite part ‘however, to -private capital, but - : mtern,atmnal proietarlat to” t.hank for its strength. The capjtahsts

under the strict control &f thHe proletariat. Private-capital must -

as Lenin predicted, received nothing. Exerting theit forces’ to the

,uhmost without forelgn credxts without any‘aid" from the capi-
_falists, the workers and peasants of the Soviet Union huilt up their

economy-—a. socialist econamy and at the same time the strongest

-.and most unshaken économy in the whole world. The former

pnvate property OWners no longer venture even to mermon the

Arestltutlon of the private property in the USSR 'I‘he socialist

system has not only won recognition, but proved to be a' system

) whose advantages have.caused numerous bourgeois economists' to
. puézle their brains.

The Soviet Union has remained untouched
by the world economic cnsrs Unemployment is* known only in the

capitalist. countries

“'The dark clouds of imperialist war are again. gathering on the
horizon. The bourgeois governments want war and fear it at the
same time. They are hastily hunting for allies of -every kind in
anticipation of the approaching conflict. Some want war more

" than ‘they fear it, others fear it more than they want it. Uncer-

tainty and unrest prevail in'the whole of the capitalist world. The
Soviet Union does not want war, but is also not'afraid of it. This
is one of the things which distinguishes it from all the capitalist
States. Its policy is clear and consistent. It will—to use Comrade
Stalin’s words—make use of every factor, however small, tending
to prevent war, in order to secure peace. And if the League of
Nations is such a factor, then the Soviet Union. will not fail to
make use of it. The question of peace and war is hovering in the
balance. The Soviet Union is throwing its whole weight into the
scalé of peace. The Scviet Union is protecting millions of toilers
from the ‘horrors of war, just as’ 1t 1s defendmg the mviolabmty
of its frontiers.:
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" Appeal of the International Red Aid for
November 7
Toilers in town and country!

On the seventeenth anniversary of the October Revolution,
your eyes, the thoughts of the workers of all countries, of all the
oppressed nationalities and colonial peoples are turned to the

Soviet Union. With the great example of socialist construction

in the country of the proletarian dictatorship before your eyes,
you have this year conducted great fights.

The productive forces of the socialist fatherland have in-
creased enormously. Gigantic works like the huge Uralmash works
and the Kramatorsk engineering works, built up on the basis of the
most modern technique, are supplying the country with plant and
equipment for whole factories. The collectivisation of agriculture,
the bankruptcy of which the bourgeois world so often predicted,
already embraces two-thirds of the working population. It is
thanks only to collectivisation that the drought was overcome this
year and a rich harvest brought in. The material and cultural
situation of the peasants in the collective farms to-day cannot be
compared with their situation two or three years ago.

The achievements in the sphere of culture are enormous.
Cinemas, theatres, scientific institutions are springing up even’in
the most remote villages of the- Sov1et country. Thirty million
toilers in the Soviet Union to-day are being educa.ted at the cost
of the State.

This is possible only in a country where the rule of the prole-
tariat means real freedom for all toilers. The bourgeois world,
which in past years attempted with lies and calumny to depreciate
the -great work of socialist construction, is to-day compelled to
admit. the tremendous achievements reahsed in the course of the
first Five-Year Plan.

You teilers in all countries have in the course of this year
become acquainted with the great acts of solidarity performed by
the working masses of the Soviet Union. Think of the solidarity
shown by the Soviet proletariat to the fighting Austrian workers!
Remember that it was the Soviet Union which immediately
afforded the right of asylum to the Austrian Schutzbundlers and
has created a second home for all persecuted revolutionary fighiters.

On the seventeenth anniversary of the October Revolution, on
which the successes of socialist construction, the superiority of
the socialist system are becoming more and more obvious, the
danger of war is more threatening than ever. Imperialist Japan
on the one hand and Hitler Germany on the other are the coun-
tries which are feverishly arming for a war against the socialist
fatherland, your fatherland. Strong forces are at work also in
England, Poland and Finland in order to draw these countries into
active war preparations against the Soviet Union. The Kuomin-
tang is endeavouring te annihilate Soviet China. A war can break
out at any moment also on the frontiers of the other capitalist
States.

The terror agamst the workers, peasants and intellectuals in
the capitalist, colonial and semi-colonial countries is being inten-
sified enormously. With methods of vile murder, “shooting while
attempting to escape,” torture, etc., you are to be rendered docile
for a new imperialist war. It is intended by such methods to
break your resistance to increased exploitation, fascism, the war
danger,-and the attacks of the employers. )

Progress and prosperity on one-sixth of the globe, in the
country of socialist construction-—misery, hunger, privation and
unemployment in the capitalist world. This is the situation in
which you workers of all countries are celebrating the seventeenth
anniversary of the proletarian revolution on one-sixth of the globe.

The example of the toilers in the Soviet Union shows you the
only way out ef crisis and war and serves to spur you on in your
fights, in the formation of the fighting united front against im-
perialism and the danger of war.

On November 7, the day of the victory of the socialist world
over the capltahst world, which is doomed to perish, we call to
you:—

Create the fighting united front for the defence of the Soviet
Union! Let your fighting flags display the slogan:—

Freedom for Ernst Thaelmann and all imprisoned anti-
fascists!

Freedom for Rakosi, the Rueggs, for Gramsci and the Scotts-
boro Negro boys!

Strengthen the solidarity actions for the victims of the white
terror and fascism! Let your powerful protest be heard against

the persecution of political emigrants! Demand full right of
asylum for revolutionary fighters who are driven from country to
country! Down with fascism and war! Down with the capitalist
reign of terror!

Long live the Soviet Union, the fatherland of all toilers!

Long live Soviet China!

Long live international solidarity!

Long live the International Red Aid!

*  Executive Committee of the International Red Aid.

In the International

The C.P. of Yugoslavia on the Assassinations

in Marseiiles
The C.C. of the C.P. of Yugoslavia has sent a circular to
all district committees of the Party defining the attitude of the
Party to the Marseilles assassinations and laying down the
tasks of the Party. In this circular it is stated:—

The death of King Alexander will have such foreign and
domestic political consequences that it is necessary to make a
thorough analysis of these questlons

. (1) Appraisal of the Assassination

Our Party had, on several occasions, most emphatically dis-
sociated itself from individual terrorist actions. On the occasion
of the attempt on the life of King Alexander by Stejitch in the
year 1920, on the occasion of the attempt on the life of Drash-
kovitch, Minister for the Interior, by Alijagitch in the year 1921,
and on the occasion of several other assassinations (the murder of
Schlegel, various bomb outrages by the Croat fascists, etc.) up to
the present day, our Party, in full agreement with the Marxist-
Leninist teachings of the class struggle, has, in Party decisions
and documents, publicly and consistently condemned the method
of individual terror. Consistently following this teaching, the
Communist Party dissociates itself from this latest assassination of
Alexander. The Communists have no reason to mourn for
Alexander, the main bearer and main representative of the hated
military-fascist regime. But the Communist teaching of the class
struggle, our scientific Marxist conviction and the international
experience of the class struggle, show us that individual actions
cannot take the place of the struggle of the classes and the struggle
of the oppressed masses, that the killing of one or other repre-
sentative of the oppressive power cannot lead to the elimination of
exploitation and oppression, and that therefore isolated terrorist
actions are not only useless but harmful. Such actions are harm-
ful for the following reasons:—

(a) They spread illustions among the masses that the struggle
of individuals or selected groups can replace the struggle of the
masses; they lead the masses into passivity, to await their salva-
tion and emancipation from individual herces, and do not rouse
them to fight for their own emancipation.

(b) They divert the discontent, the hatred and the resistance
of the masses to the wrong path of struggle against individuals,
the most prominent representatives and bearers of the oppressing
class, and not against the class as a whole, not against the whole
system of the ruling class.

(c) They cost unnecessary sacrifices and enable the oppressors
to justify before the broad masses, which are opposed to individual
terror, the increased terror and the persecution of the revolu-
tionary and national emancipation movements, the arrest and
murder of hundreds of their best representatives.

(d) They divert the activity of individual, sincere and self-
sacrificing adherents of the revolutionary movement from work
among the masses to futile conspirative activity, and thereby
weaken the positive activity of the mlhtant elements among the
masses.

(e) They bring grist to the mill of the imperialists of the
neighbouring countries and create favourable conditions for the
work of various provocateurs and adventurers who are interested
in bringing about warlike complications.

Especially at the present time the fascist provocateurs are
making use of the means of individual terror and murder, as is
proved by a whole number of cases (the murder of Dollfuss, a
whole series of assassinations committed by the national socialists,
murder of Doumer).

(To be concluded)
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Trade Union Movement

Questions of the International Trade
Union Movement

By O. Piatnitzki

Question: Is it now necessary to make special efforts in the
work of the revolutionary trade unions to establish a trade unio:
united front and trade union unity? : - :

Answer: Undoubtedly yes. The Communists have always
insisted on this necessity, but the new factor in the present
situation is that the workers in the reformist, independent, Catholic
and other trade union organisations are beginning to be convinced
of this necessity also. This means that there is now a greater
chance for the establishment of trade union unity than was
formerly the case. .

Great masses of the workers are now beginning to sum up
the results of two distinct policies.. The one is the policy of
reformism, the policy of class harmony, the policy which' has
flung the working classes of a number of countries back half a
century in their development, both economically and politically.
The second is the policy of a revolutionary struggle against the
bourgeoisie as conducted by the Communists for the overthrow
of capitalism and the establishment of the dictatorship of the
px:oletariat. The first policy has led directly into fascist slavery,
even in a country like Germany, where the working class was
particularly strongly organised. The second policy was the policy
of the October revolution, and it has led to the victory of socialism
in the Soviet Union.

The disappointment of ever greater masses of the working
class in all capitalist countries with the first policy, the reformist
policy, and the tremendous successes which have been gained by
the revolutionary policy, have caused increasing numbers of
workers to demand unity of -action with their Communist fellow
workers, to demand the establishment of a united working-class
front and trade union unity.

Naturally, it is much more difficult to obtain trade union
unity than it is to set up a working-class united front. Already
we have seen the united front in action in individual questions
or groups of questions and for limited periods. However, trade
union unity demands organisational unity. It must also be taken
into consideration that in any case the trade union movement
is very split up, and that it takes on various forms and develops
various tendencies in the various countries. The result is that
it is quite impossible to obtain trade union unity according to a
uniform plan applicable to all countries in the same fashion.
We must proceed from the practical situation which exists in
each particular country in order to carry on our struggle for trade
union unity, both outside and in particular inside the reformist
and reactionary trade union organisations.

Question: Have any essential alterations taken place in the
objective situation influencing our application of the united front
tactic and our fight for trade union unity, or are we now repairing
errors in the previous application of our united front policy (tactic
of the united front from below) and thus improving our leadership
of the spontaneous movement of broad masses of the workers in
favour of unity?

Answer: In comparison with the period of the Sixth Congress
of the Communist International and the Fifth Congress of the
Red International of Labour Unions, there have undoubtedly been
great alterations in the working class and in the working-class
movement. After the temporary defeat of the working-class move-
ment in Germany, in January, 1933, and the disintegration of the
German social democracy, and in particular after the events of
February, 1934, in Austria. -a double ‘process began in the ranks
of the working class: Disappointment with the policy of reformism
showed itself in the ranks of the workers, and many of them
turned their backs on the social democratic parties. In addition
there developed a strong urge on the part of the workers towards

*(Taken from a speech delivered to Communist members of the
Red International of Labour Unions.)

the establishment of the united working-class front. In some
cases this was seen in a demand for organisational unity, and in
others in the going over of the most class-conscious sections of the
reformist workers to the Communist Party. o

Naturally, the social democratic and trade union leaders are
ca)i'ryingf out various manceuvres in order to hold ap this process,
but are they in. as favourable a position for that purpose now as
they were in the years 1918 to 1920? They are certainly not;
they no longer have such possibilities. This is above all the case
because the changes which have taken place in the working class
and in the working-class movement have occurred under the
conditions of severe economic crisis and of an intensifying crisis
of capitalism. L

How did the social democratic and reformist trade union leaders
succeed in manceuvring in the period mention?

In Germany, where the Social Democratic Party was in power
in that period the social democratic leaders let loose the reac-
tionary soldiery on the workers. In 1920 the Noske guards turned
machine-guns on the peaceful demonstration of workers,” which
took place in 1920 in front of the Reichstag to protest against the
passing of the Factory Councils Law, but at the same time the
Social Democratic Party was able to hold up the development
of the revolutionary movement by offering reforms which were
of consequence to all workers: Tariff agreements, the eight-hour
day, full civil rights, factory councils, with the right to say a
word in the development of conditions within the factories, etc.
After the war .the workers in a number of countries were no.longer
completely without rights as they had been prior to the war, when
the trade unions were still compelled to fight for their recognition
on the part of the employers, etc.

Are the reformist leaders at present in a position to offer
the broad masses of the workers anything at all? No, they are
not. In recent years the bourgeoisie in all capitalist countries-vhas
been striving to pass the burdens of the economic crisis ‘on to
the shoulders of the workers, and in-this it has had the support
of the social democracy. With social democratic assistance the
bourgeoisie has abolished or greatly worsened the laws which
were passed immediately after the war. With the assistance of
the social democracy the bourgeoisie has considerably worsened
the economic situation of the working class. In many capitalist
countries increasing masses of workers are recognising that the
policy of the reformists for the achievement of socialism by peace-
able means leads direct to fascism. For this reason the social
democratic leaders are no longer in a position to deceive the:
working class as they did in the years 1918 and 1920. 'This situa-
tion makes it possible for the Communist Parties and for :the
revolutionsry trade union movement to utilise the growing discon-
tent of the masses with the policy of reformism and to utilise the
growing urge to working-class unity.

This new factor in the situation makes it necessary to over-
haul our tactics and to make certain changes, and to overhaul
also the methods, form and content of the work of the Communist
Parties. :

How must the united front tactic be applied? This formula-
tion .of the question might convey the impression that the Com-
munists now intend to abandon the tactic of the united front
from below. That is naturally not the case. The united front
from below must remain the basic form of the Communist united
front tactics. However, this does not mean that the application
of the united front from above is thereby excluded from our
activities. It may possibly be seen that in some cases the applica-
tion of the united front from below is the only possible tactic,
but it can never be the case that the application of the united
front from above is the only possible tactic.

Let us take the case of France, where an agreement has been
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reached between the leaders of the Socialist Party and Communist
Party for joint action in & number of questions. It was not so
long ago, at the beginning of this year, that the congress of the
Socialist Party (although against the will of a strong minority)
and the leadership of the Socialist Party were opposed to any
negotiations in the question of a united front with the.Communists.
However, after this refusal the lower organisations of the Com-
munist Party again approached the lower organisations of the
Socialist Party with proposals for a joint struggle against fascism,
and the result was that the united front began to show itself
in practice in Paris and in other industrial centres.

The pressure that was set up from below in this way proved
to be so strong that the socialist leaders Faure and Blum were
compelled to admit that against the will of the leadership of the
Socialist Party the idea of the united front was gaining ground,
and that the only way to prevent their own members establishing
a united front of their own accord and without their leaders was
for their leaders to take up negotiations with the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party. .

-Is it possible under such circumstances to declare that the
establishment of the united front in France was the result of an
agreement from above? Certainly not.

There can be still less talk about the establishment of a
united front only from abave on account of the fact that in a
number of countries (France and Great Britain, and still more
Austria) a great section of the members of the reformist trade
tnions and of the Social Democratic Parties are not only begin-
ning to insist on the establishment of a working-class united front,
but are beginning to establish it themselves against the express
decisions of their leaders.

The new element in the present application of the united
front tactic is not therefore that the Communists have taken
up a fundamentally different attitude to this or that form of
the united front tactic, but that the Communists are now apply-
ing this tactic more daringly and with greater elasticity by open-

ing up a decisive attack on the social democratic leaders and trade,

union bureaucrats who are sabotaging the struggle for - the
establishment of the united front.

Up te the present the united front has been established on
the initiative of the Communists whereby two tactics have been
applied.

In some caseS a united front was established in various
questions between the leaderships of the parallel political parties
or trade unions whereby the Communists and the revolutionary
trade unjons at the same time addressed themselves to the members
oi these organisations and called upon them for a joint struggle.

In other cases where the central leaderships of the Socialist
Parties and the trade unions rejected the united front proposals
the Communists and the revolutionary trade unons organisations
addressed themselves directly to the lower organisations of the
socialist and trade union bodies, thereby ignoring the “decisions
of the socialist and reformist trade union leaders.

It is a well-known fact that on February 9 and 12 great
masses of the French workers demonstrated on the streets at the
call of the Communist Party, and that many members of the
Socialist Party and of the reformist trade unions took part in
these demonstrations in defiance of the express instructions of
their leaders not to take part in the demonstrations; in other
words, a section of the workers amongst the following of the
socialist and reformist trade union leaders and against the will
of the latter were drawn into the struggle against faseism by the
Communist Party and the revolutionary trade unions.

In a number of countries the reformist leaders are continuing
their old tactic of openly sabotaging the united front. In these
countries working-class solidarity is being established by the
adoption of the Communist united front proposals by the lower
teformist and socialist organisations (Great Britain and
Czechaslovakia). :

What advantages does the united front in the struggle against
capitalism and fascism offer to the workers? Above all it increases
the strength of the workers in their struggle against the bour-
geoisie. Secondly, it strengthens the fighting capacity of the
workers and their confidence in their own strength. Thirdly, it
increases the authority of the Communist Party in the eyes of the
masses, because it destroys the legend zealously encouraged by
the socialist and reformist trade union leaders that the Com-
munists are anxious to disrupt the working-class movement.
Fourthly, it guides the social democratic workers back to the

class struggle. And, finally, it increases the influence of the Com-
munist Party on the social democratic workers by bringing about
a rapprochement between the Communist and social democratic
workers.

The Communist Parties are only at the beginning of their
work for the establishinent of the united front. Up to the present
comparatively little in this direction has been done, but that
little which has been done has proved itself to be an important
step forward to a rapprochement between the Communists and
the broad masses of the workers.

Question: What is the programme of the united trade union
movement?What is its programme where it is already a matter
of practical politics, i.e., in France and Spain?

Answer: The situation with regard to trade union unity in
Spain is that there are central bodies of the revolutionary trade
unions, of the reformist trade unions, and of the anarcho-syndi-
calist trade vnions, and in addition there are a host of autonomous
trade unions. However, the prospects for a unification of all these
unions are thoroughly favourable. The members of all the exist-
ing unions took part in the recent strikes, even in cases where
the reformist and anarcho-syndicalist unions did not appeal to
their members to come out on strike.

The programine on which the revolutionary unions in Spain
propose the establishment of trade union unity takes into account
the revolutionary situation existing in the country, and comprises-
the following demands: The abolition of all anti proletarian legis-
lation, a struggle against reaction, for the right to strike, for the
forty-hour week without wage-cuts, for increases in wages, for
State insurance without contributions on the part of the workers,
etc. And organisational guarantees such as proportional elec-
tions, the right of criticism and inner-trade-union-democracy.

It must be pointed out that the struggle of the revolutionary
trade unions in Spain has been hampered by the fact that the
work-in the committees for trade union unity was neglected, and
that in consequence these committees have almost ceased to exist.
Only recently has any real attempt been made to make good this
mistake.

The situation is somewhat different in France. In PFrance
practical life has created a new form of trade union unity. The
reformist trade union bureaucrats are sabotaging trade union
unity with every possible means at their disposal. Only recently
the leaders of the reformist trade union federation (C.G.T.)
answered the unity proposals of the revolutionary trade union
federation (C.G.T.U.) with the demand that the unions affiliated
to the latter should dissolve themselves and that their members
should join the C.G.T. unions unconditionally. They go further
even and declare that they are prepared to discuss the calling of a
national trade union congress only after such an uncondi-
tional dissolution ‘of the revolutionary unions. In other words,
the reformists say to themselves, after the revolutionary workers
have joined our unions we shall have a chance of seeing  the
relation of forces; if the revolutionary workers are in a minority
then we shall call the national congress and let it demonstrate
cur preponderance. If, on the other hand, the revolutionary
workers should prove to be in the majority in any of the big
unions then we shall postpone the calling of the congress until
we have “reorganised” the unions in question.

The way in which the reformist trade union bureauerats
treat the question of unity shows clearly that if the revelutionary
unions were to accept their conditions then the reformist bureau-
crats would strain every effort to exclude the former revolutionary
leadership under various pretexts from any part in the leadership
of the united trade union federation. The French reformist trade
union bureaucrats have already had a wide experience in this
sort of thing. Prior to the split in the French trade union move-
ment they expelled whole organisations which opposed their policy
of class collaboration.

Can the revolutionary trade unions possibly accept such a
proposal? They certainly cannot and they will not. Instead they are
working for trade union unity on the basis of a programme of
minimal demands, whereby they also demand guarantees that
they will be able to work inside the proposed united trade union
federation. ) i

Must the idea of trade union unity be abandoned in France
because the reformist trade union bureaucrats reject it? Certainly
not, say the revolutionary trade unions, particularly in view of
the fact that broad masses of the French workers, including many
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members of the reformist and autonomous trade unions, are already
beginning to join the working-class united front.

By September 1 no less than 166 united trade unions had
already been formed in France, 105 amongst the railwaymen, 27
amongst the tobacco workers, 12 amongst the transport workers
of the Paris district, and 3 amongst the miners, etc. The move-
ment is also beginning to affect the trade unions in other branches
of industry.

This weapon of establishing unity must inevitably begin to
exercise pressure on the reformist leaders, no matter how much
they may try to win the workers for their own plan of trade
unioh unity, ie., unconditional surrender on the part of the
revolutionary unions. Are the revolutionary trade unions evading
this new weapon for the establishment of unity? Not at all.
On the contrary, they are doing their best to bring the various
unions together in this way in at least some definite branch of
industry. These new united organisations which arise by the
bodies concerned leaving the reformist C.G.T. and the revolu-
tionary C.G.T.U. respectively, although in some cases the bodies
in question continue to remain members of their old federations,
may play a very important role in the struggle for the establish-
ment of trade union unity. ) )

Years had to be sacrificed to prove the necessity of work
within the reformist trade unions. This necessity is now no
longer :denied in words, but in- deeds little has changed since
the Sixth Congress of the C.I. in this work and no fundamental
improvement has taken place.

Why have the decisions of the C.I. and of the R.IL.U. con-
cerning the work in the reformist unions not been carried out?

The - chief reason is that the Communist Parties have not
always been successful in applying these decisions to the circum-
stances which exist in their particular countries. For instance,
the Communist Parties in those countries where revolutionary
trade unions exist have failed to distribute their forces in such
a way that both the work in the revolutionary and the reformist
unions has received proper attention. In other countries poor or
wrong leadership has caused the revolutionary trade union oppo-
sition to exert the major portion of its efforts outside instead
ol inside the reformist unions. In a third group of countries
where the Communist Parties have succeeded in forming illegal
revolutionary trade unions which have led a number of strikes,
but have failed, owing to the intense terror, to develop into mass

organisations, the Communist Parties have carried on no work at -

all in the official unions. For instance, in China the work in the
Kuomintang unions was completely neglected, as also was the
work in the fascist unions in Italy.

Very often the decisions were carried out purely mechanically,
and the slogans and agitation of the Communists were not always
readily understood by the members of the reformnist trade unions;
the approach of the Communists to the masses was very often of
a sectarian character.

In addition to the above-mentioned reasons it must also be
pointed out that the decisions adopted with regard to a number
of individual countries did not always take into consideration
the concrete conditions existing in the countries in question or
the difficulties with which any attempt to carry out the decisions
must meet. :

The failures and weaknesses of our trade union work caused
some comrades to conclude quite wrongly that as the Communist
Parties had not attained sufficient success in their trade union
work the trade union policy of the C.I. was therefore incorrect.
These comrades are wrong. The work of the Communists in the
reformist trade unions in Great Britain, Sweden, Poland and the
United States has proved that where the Communist policy in the
reformist unions is carried out with understanding and persist-
ence undeniable successes can be obtained.

What sort of a new trade union policy do those comrades
who are dissatisfied with the old propose? The policy they are
said to propose is that the revolutionary trade unions should
capitulate unconditionally, dissolve themselves and instruct their
members to enter the reformist unions. It appears hardly likely
that we should be able to obtain any improvement in our trade
union work along such lines.

Must we reject always and under all circumstances the policy
of the revolutionary trade unions unconditionally joining the
reformist unions? In individual cases such a policy is possible—
where the members of the red union which unconditionally joins
the reformist union are given the chance of fighting inside the

reformist union for the official posts and freedom to carry on
their struggle in the interests of the workers.

Is it possible to take these individual and isolated cases and
make out of them a policy to be followed by the whole of the
Communist Movement? In my opinion that is not possible.

Why? First of all, because we have in general no reason
tn believe that the reformists will be prepared to give us such
freedom of movement in their organisations if we enter them
unconditionally. And, secondly, in a revolutionary crisis the
Communist Party cannot do without mass trade unions under its
influence, organisations which embrace greater masses of workers
than the Party itself and organisations through which the Party
can exercise an influence on the masses of the unorganised
workers also. . :

Is it advisable under these circumstances to let smaller revo-
lutionary trade unions in France or Spain join their reformist
opposites unconditionally? The revolutionary tmade unions in
these countries deny this. In France and Spain there are a
number of smaller unions parallel to. the big revolutionary trade
unions, very often in the same town, and the uriconditional trans-
fer of these smaller unions might lead to a practical dissolution
of the revolutionary unions and to a capitulation to the reformist
demands. -

At a moment like the present, when great events are maturing,
is it possible for the Communist Parties to stand alone without
the support of broad:and sound mass organisations influencing
great masses of the workers? In my opinion that would be
impossible. This is true above all of those Communist Parties
which are faced with big and decisive struggles. i

I am reminded of an example taken from the history of the
proletariat in Tzarist Russia prior to the October Revolution. - On
August 12, 1917, the Provisional Government and the representa-
tives of all the bourgeois parties and the compromising parties
had left Petrograd, where the revolutionary struggle had-broken
out. They journeyed to Moscow in order to hold a Council of State
there. They fled from revolutionary Petrograd to “ conservative ”
Moscow, The Moscow Committee of the Bolsheviki decided to
organise a 24-hour general strike as a welcome to them. In
Moscow and in many other centres throughout Russia there
already existed a broad mass organisation: the soviets of workers
and soldiers deputies. However, the Moscow Soviet decided against
the proposed general strike, owing to the fact that the Men-
sheviki and the Social Revolutionaries had the majority in -it.
The Moscow Committee of the Bolsheviki then appealed to the
trade unions, and the latter signed an appeal jointly with the
Bolsheviki for a 24-hour general strike. Thus the Bolsheviki
organised a general strike over the heads of the leaders of an
existing mass organisation, the soviets, and with the assistance
of the trade unions and the factory committees.

Such situations did not arise as the result of any particular
national peculiarity of Russia, and they can arise in other coun-
tries also. :

In general, therefore, the Communists do not think it desirable
to dissolve the mass organisations which are already under their
ideological and organisational influence, and they will not recom-
mend these organisations to join the reformist unions uncondi-
tionally and without having secured guarantees that the Com-
munists and their supporters will have freedom of movement in
the reformist unions. However, this does not diminish but rather
enhances the importance of a determined and conscious struggle-
for trade union unity upon certain conditions whereby the Com-
munists must carry on a persistent, patient and convincing cam-
paign to show the reformist workers that the Communists are
putting forward these conditions in the interests of the struggle
of the whole of the working class. . . i

Question: At the present moment in France the slogan for
the independence of the trade unions from all political parties
is in circulation. This slogan has been taken up. by the Com-
munist press as one of the conditions for the unification of the
trade unions and without any critical comment. Lenin has con-
tinually condemned the slogan of the independence of the trade
unions as a theory aiming at throttling the class struggle. Are
not our French comrades distorting the fundamental principles
of the united front and unity tactic right at the beginning of
their mass movement for unity?

Answer: In my opinion the comrades who formulate the
question in this fashion are wrong. There is no such thing as a
neutral trade union. We know that. The trade unions cannot
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. be neutral towards the bourgeoisie if they are going to carry on a
strugzle against it. In consequence the trade unions cannot be
neutral towards that party which carries on the class struggle
against the bourgeoisie. That is the Communist Party. That is
clear. However, in this case it is not a question of the neutrality
of the trade unions, but of their independence of the political
parties. Let us take a look at the question from the standpoint
of the concrete situation in France.

In France there are two big working-class parties, the Socialist
Party and the Communist Party, and two big trade union federa-
tions which own allegiance to the respective political parties. The
Communist Party of France has taken on the task of unifying
these two big trade union federations.

However, the Communists cannot agree {o any unification of
the trade unions so long as the unions follow the lead of the
Socialist Party, and, on the other hand, the Socialist Party cannot
agree to their unification so long as the unions follow the lead
of the Communist Party.

One must not turn a correct thesis into a dogma, and to
ignore the concrete situation which exists in France and in
which the struggle for trade union unity is proceeding would be
to make a correct thesis into a dogma. )

The question of the leadership of the trade union movement
is not a matter of a simple declaration, but a matter of the
correct policy and tactics with which the Communists must win
the masses for the leadership of the Communist Party. The unifi-
cation of the trade union movement would offer the Communist
Party the possibility of extending its influence to much larger
masses of workers than has been the case up to the present.
For this reason our French comrades are right when they have
refused to make the question of trade union independence a
hindrance to the unification of the trade union movement.

What does the independence of the trade unions mean?
Perhaps that the Communists will not organise their fractions in
the unions, and that they will cease pursuing their Communist
policy in them? Nothing of the sort. The socialists will also
not cease their work in the unions. In an article on trade union
unity the “Populaire,” of August 25, 1934, writes:—

“We are prepared to leave the deceitful slogan of ‘no
politics’ to the reactionaries. In reality all trade union work
is based upon some definite political standpoint.”

The French Communists who are anxious to make some real
advance towards trade union unity, have agreed to the slogan of
independence without in the least having abandoned their fight
to influence the activity of the trade unions through their fractions
in the unions. For this reason the French Communists do not
put forward as one of the conditions of the unification of the trade
union movement that the leadership of the Communist Party
should be recognised formally in advance, but rather they are
doing their utmost to convince the majority of the workers in
the unions that Communist leadership is the only correct one.

Question: To what extent does the estimation made by the
-Communist Internationial .that the social democracy is the main
social  prop of the bourgeoisie alter, and to what extent must this
alteration be.reflected in the trade union tactic of the Communist
Party of Germany? . ‘

.Answer: In my opinion we must above -all remember what
was-in Germany prior to the fascist dictatorship and what is there
now. It is generally admitted that prior to the seizure of power
by Hitler in Germany the Social Democratic Party and the
reformist trade unions supported the bourgeoisie in every possible
way, and that they supported one bourgeois government after the
other. The trade unions were a hindrance, both to the political
and the economic struggle of the working class. Let us take as
an example the November strike of the Berlin passenger transport
workers a few months before Hitler’s accession to power. After
the seizure of power by fascism the reformists handed over the
trade unions to the fascists. On May 17, 1933, the whole social
democratic parliamentary fraction voted unanimonusly for Hitler’s
foreign policy.

- At the moment there are neither reformist trade unions nor
any other sort of trade unions. There are also no mass reformist
organisations of any other nature. There is also no centrally
organised Social Democratic Party. Those groups of social
democrats which show any s1gns of life at all are undoubtedly
against the fascists.

It is naturally not impossxble that the bourgeoisie may turn

back the wheel. It would appear even that the German bour-
geoisie has made some approach to the reformist trade union
bureaucrats by taking up negotiations through a mediary, as
reported in the “ Manchester Guardian.” It is not impossible that
there will once again be reformist trade unions, or mixed
reformist-fascist trade unions, built up with the assistance of
the reformist trade union leaders. If such organisations developed
into mass organisations then the reformists might once again,
and to a certain extent, play the role of a social support of the
bourgeoisie.

However, can one say that the small groups of social demao-
cratic workers who are carrying on agitation against fascism,
issuing leaflets and sometimes spreading Communist literature,
and joining here and there in a united front with the Communists,
not to speak of cases where they have joined the Communist
Party, whereby they expose themselves to the risk of persecution
and arrest, are a social support of the bourgeoisie? Certainly
not. .

In Germany the Communists have now set themselves the
task of reconstructing the old free trade unions in the best
traditions of the pre-war period in order that they may, above
all, organise the struggle against the law of January 20, 1934,
which robs the German workers of ‘all the rights won in fifty
years of working-class struggle. At the same time, the German
Communists are working within the fascist mass organisations.

Fight Against Imperialist War

The Revelations at the American Armaments
Enquiry

By P. F.
Illustrious Agents of the Armaments Industry
“What a position! We find that the government of the

United States is encouraging the private sale of arms to

foreign States, and that the King of Great Britain is doing

the same! Is not this in paradoxical contrast to the efforts
towards disarmament?”

This pious protest escaped from the lips of Senator Vanden-
berg during the deliberations of the Washington Committee of
Investigation, when the evidence that the armaments industrial-
ists, who defiantly emphasised their intimate relations with the
State and in particular with its military apparatus, as well as the
responsibility of the governments and statesmen brought to light
some things that were really too outrageous.

Louis L. Driggs, president of the ‘“Driggs Ordnance and En-
gineering Company,” the biggest undertaking in America for the
production of anti-aircraft guns could carry on his foreign busi-
ness on the strength of a magnificent publicity testimonial sup-
plied to him, at the time of Coolidge’s presidency, by the war
department through the Under-Secretary of State Robins. The
war ministry is working in a barefaced way as a partmer.in the
armaments. industry, Soon after this Driggs’ armaments combine
was in a pesition to make use of this “expert opinion” of the war
ministry in a big deal with the Turkish government. -As if that

‘were not enough, the U.S.A. cruiser “Raleigh” made a trip to
. Istambul in order to demonstrate the effectiveness of the Driggs

anti-aircraft guns. The U.S. Navy as agent for the Driggs arma-
ments combine (as it is also for the Electric Boat and other firms)!
—Senator Nye could not help saying that “the cruiser Raleigh
has been used as a sales-ship for private armaments firms.”

The U.S.A. war ministry went still further in the case of
Colombia. Here the commander of the fleet, James P. Strong,
worked out, in the interests of two armament combines (Driggs
and . “ American Armament Corporation”), a plan for the “de-
fence of 'Colombia in the event of a war with Peru.” (It may be
remembered that the U.S.A. armament combines, in intimate
touch with the war ministry, are also equipping Peru.)

It was a matter at first of a 2,000,000 dollar deal. No wonder
that Commander ‘Strong was handed over to the government as a
military and naval expert (read chief armaments agent). = The
deal was brought off. Incidentally Mr. Strong became the owner
of armaments shares. Yankee imperialism is often fond of lend-
ing officers of high rank in this way. For Bolivia—here it con-
cerned an order amounting to 1,800,000 dollars—Cuba and San
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Domingo, the “American Armament Corporation” brought off
something of the same kind.

But' the main sensation—because in very fact it is a glaring
ilustration of the real state of affairs—was the revelation of
events that took place when the firm of Driggs (U.S.A.) and that
of Vickers-Armstrong (Great Britain) were competing for the
Polish armaments market. For years Driggs had been frankly
endeavouring to supply Poland with their anti-aircraft guns. And
then none other than his majesty the King of England flashed on
to the scene. On January, 1932, the Warsaw representative of the
Driggs Company sent his chief in New York the following
telegram:—

“King of England has sent for the Polish ambassador in
London and intervened in favour of a contract of sale con-
cerning new English 75cm. anti-aircraft gun model. ‘Chief’”
(this is a Polish general who decides on the sale and no doubt
is pledged to the Driggs Company) “is resisting terrible pres-
sure. Positions hard to defend. Make haste and summon
official Polish commission to America. Waiting impatiently for
promised telegram.”

" As Senator Pope read out this edifying document it became so
quiet that one could hear the flies buzzing in the hall.

President Driggs, who, by the way, confirmed the facts, cried
pathetically: “Such things oughtn’t to be made public! ”

In the interests of U.S.A. imperialism Senator Bone could not
help pointing out that King George of Great Britain was not with-
out a substantial interest in Vickers-Armstrong.

Moreover, Driggs complained of the “immoral” competitive
methods employed by the British firm of Vickers-Armstrong.

“Their methods are dirty. The firm of Vickers-Arm-
strong has even employed well-known demimonde in Ankara
in order to exert appropriate influence on members of the

* Turkish government.”

Not only King George, but also his successor to the throne is
active.

The Prince of Wales, who up till now has a flattering reputa-
tion as a traveller in the latest fashions, seems nevertheless to be
animated by a loftier moral gravity than one thought, for, as
emerged at one of the Washington sessions, he acts as an illus-
trious commercial traveller for the products of the British arma-
ment industry. All the same it will be a relief to honest repub-
licans to learn that the less pretentious lustre of a President,
residing in the White House (Hoover is meant), knew how to com-
pete victoriously with the glory of the British heir-apparent.

The well-known Curtis-Wright Combine for the production of
aeroplanes controls the American market and in part also that
outside America. At the beginning of 1931 the Prince of Wales
made a journey through South America, which enabled his royal
highness to work as an agent for the biggest industrial and com-
mercial interests in Great Britain. Of course the armaments
industry played a leading part. The Senate Commission had
before it, among others, a detailed letter from Curtis-Wright’s
general representative in South America, Webster, to the manag-
ing director Wright, in which these facts are set down in all de-
tail, with a request that immediate steps shall be taken with the
almighty military and air chief in Chile, the State Secretary
Merino. Since Merino had been invited by the Prince of Wales
to visit him, an immediate and urgent invitation of the same kind

on the part of the U.S.A. war department and of President Hoover-

himself should be sent. And so it happened. And with success.
Curtis-Wright’s business in Chile (value 2,700,000 dollars), which
at the time was touch and go, was O.K.

During the examination of the methods of the Curtis-Wright
Combine—the Senate Committee dealt with the various undertak-
ings ‘systematically—there were a number of interesting dis-
closures. Thus, Curtis-Wright supplied military and bombing
planes simultaneously to Bolivia and Paraguay, who were at war
about the Grand Chaco; the president of the firm, Allars, negoti-
ated with Bolivia, whilst "its South American representative,
Webster, simultaneously dealt with Paraguay. . It was this same
Webster who expressed in -a.letter dated February 8, 1932, and in
later letters his conviction that the Grand Chaco war, which was
.nursed by the Argentine or by Standard Oil, would set the whole
of Latin America on fire, and for that reason one must play one’s
cards opportunely.

.. To the Curtis-Wright aeroplane combme, too, prominent mili-
tary pilots were “lent” by the score; these, either in Poland

(where it was a maiter of ousting French competition), or in
Colombia, or in Turkey, etc., made publicity flights in the interests
of foreign business.

In this connection it was established that no less a person
than MacArthur, chief of the general staff of the United States
army, travelled as “head salesman for the American armaments
lords,” as the president of the investigating committee, Senator
Nye, described it.

Such facts occur over and over again. Basil Zaharoff, in one
of his cynical letters, states that one must simply “belabour ” the
governments and industries until one has reached one’s goal. For
example Zaharoff and his American pal Carse went on “ belabour-
ing” the governments of the U.S.A. and Great Britain, and their
ambassadors in Spain, until the Spanish submarine boat market
had been wrested from the German armament industries and was
assured to the lords of the world market, Vickers and Electric
Boat. (Bonus for Zaharoff personally: more than 1,000,000
dollars.)

VARIOUS. NOTABLE FACTS
The Tear-Gas and Poisen-Gas King Governs Cuba

John W. Young, president of “Federal Laboratories Inc. of
Pittsburg,” is the tear-gas and poison-gas king in the U.S.A. He
deals, too, in other weapons and munitions—for example, with
certain automatic rifles, favourites amongst the gangsters. Mr.
Young has been complaining bitterly ' that German firms have
been underselling him in gangster weapons.

Before the Senate Committee this gas manufacturer has been
telling tales out of school.

When he recommended his goods as a means of fighting
strikers and demonstrators Senator Nye asked:—

“Has business in tear-gas gone up since the . textile strike
began?” (The committee was sitting during those lively weeks.)

“Sure,” answered Mr. Young, “ between 5 and 10 per cent. ! ”

In the overthrow of the Grau San Martin government in Cuba
and in the establishment of the Mendieta government, at present
at the helm, it was Tear-gas-Young, so he frankly admitted, who
played the decisive part. He provided Mendieta and his people
with gas, bombs, grenades and money. His capital was appropri-

. ately invested. It is a profitable business to become secret regent

of Cuba. Mr. Young and his people steer Cuba’s policy; they are
reorganising the armed forces and police of the Cuban President
Mendieta, who is their tool. Young does first-rate business,
especially in tear-gas. And the queer thing is, he boasts of his
‘“ humanity.”

“Under Machado,” he told the Investigating Committee,
“thousands of people were shot down. Under the present
regime my tear-gas claims considerably fewer victims.”

Here one of the Senators was heard to whisper something
about “interference by a citizen of the U.S.A. in the affairs of a
friendly nation.”

Bones of violent contention—concerning tear and poison-gas,
as well as arms, bombs and munitions of all kinds—are Honduras,
Costa Rica, San Salvador, Colombia and Brazil. Here there is in
particular a field of activity for French armament firms. In San
Salvador the Germans have their chief agent in General-Field-
Marshal von Mackensen’s son. Naturally Mr. Young has equipped
both the warring States, Bolivia and Paraguay, with poison-gas.
U.S.A. firms are smuggling gas into the Argentine, where the use
of gas is forbidden.

The Missionary With Bible and Bomb
Mr. J. W. Young, president of the biggest poison-gas works in
the U.S.A. spoke up before the Senate Committee in favour of
“Latin America for the (U.S.A.) Americans!” That is why this
thorough-going Yankee sent his own brother, Paul Young, to
Central America, where, as a missionary in the name of the
“ Christian Missionary Alliance,” he had a remarkable role to play.
“The  activities of this modern St. Paul,” remarked
Senator Bosse at one of the concluding sessions of the com-
mittee, “whom I picture to myself as having a gas mask in
one hand and a gas bomb in the other, gives an entirely new
meaning to the old psalm: ‘Forward, soldier of Christ! .

. A striking symbol for the role played by the churches and the
rehgwus communities of various kinds in the preparation for and
carrying on of imperialist war!

Two Presidents of Mexico are also in it.
As has already been shown, the Curtis-Wright aeroplane com-
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pany is particularly active, and knows how to bribe over and over
again the right people, as, for instance, in the case of the highest
army chiefs in the Argentine and Bolivia.

Thus this company has vigorously fanned the flames of war
(Grand Chaco and Leticia) between Bolivia and Paraguay, as
well as between Peru and Colombia, and has done good business
in bombs with all sections (there was also business in bombing
planes).

At the moment, as is shown by reports, it is making the most
of the armaments boom in Asia Minor and the Far East.

The Presidents Calles and Rodriguez of Mexico have also got
a hand in the Curtis-Wright business—to say nothing of the half-
dozen Mexican generals, who have had plenty of graft. President
Rodriguez of Mexico has, as is shown by a document, made a bad
speculation with his own aeroplane works and lost a lot of money
in them. When the Curtis-Wright Company indemnified him
appropriately, it got them—especially Rodriguez, who is aviation
dictator—to form a “new company,” in which the former pre-
sident Calles was willing to become director and chief shareholder.
This can be read in a document of recent. date (November 29,
1933).

Good Business with Chiang Kai Chek and the Chinese Generals

Most of the American (and also European) armaments com-
bines have an admirable market in Kuomintang China. This has
been shown by the glimpse of light that has been thrown on the
Far East by the Washington Committee.

It is primarily bombing planes that are supplied; and with
them Chiang Kai Chek and other white generals attack the Red
districts. .

U.S.A. firms also see to the equipment of the Nanking govern-
ment and its armed forces with poison-gas.

In this and other cases various generals are bought over for
suitable sums.

Mention has already been made of the fact that the wheat-
loan given to China in 1933 in view of the famine was used, at the
request of American and European armaments industrialists, for
the purchase of arms and munitions.

U.S.A. Senators and Government Officials as Tools of the
Armament Concerns

The Senate Committee could have occupied a number of its
sittings (it was prudent enough not to do so) with an investiga-
tion of proceedings inside the Senate and the White House. It
was proved, for instance, in one of the first sessions, on the
strength of some interesting correspondence, that the election of
Senators and their appointment to important committees were
“cooked ” by armament firms, as was stated in a detailed letter
from Joyner, vice-president of Electric Boat, to the president
Carse. To the “ House Rules Committee” of the Senate, which is
decisive in matters of legislation, two very well-known Senators
were elected as tools of the armaments industry. They forced
through some legislation that was very agreeable to the arma-
ments lords, among other things the “deficiency bill,” which
brought in millions of dollars for Electric Boat. In addition, the
Roosevelt naval programme, which in the course of time is bring-
ing as much as two milliard dollars to the armaments industry.

Members of parliament in the different States of the U.S.A.
are also under the orders of the armament magnates. Poison-
gas-Young, whose works are in Pennsylvania, got “his” Senators
to wreck a bill that was to prohibit the production and exploita-
tion of tear-gas. (The three Senators concerned were named in
one of the concluding sessions.)

In the same way influential men in the U.S.A. war and naval
departments, as well as the police, were named; letters showed
that these were completely in the hands of the armament industry.

These facts, just as much as the vigorous protests made by
the governments of a large number of countries, helped to turn
the scales in favour of an adjournment of the Senate Committee.

But the factor that has really determined the discontinuance
of public investigation by the Senate is the tremendous indigna-
tion at the warmongers and war profiteers who are drawing all
wations into their net of death and destruction. This world-wide
echo was not what U.S.A. imperialism wanted. That is why the
Washington Committee has ceased work until further notice. Now
the toiling masses in all capitalist countries must insist upon these
highly placed criminals - being publicly unmasked and publicly

flogged.

in the

Socialist Construction
Soviet Union

Letters from the Soviet Union

(II1.) SOVIET STEAMER “RASKOLNIKOV?”
By A. Komjat
Stalingrad, July 10.

We steam down the Volga on board the passenger and freight
steamer “Raskolnikov”: from Kasan to Stalingrad. The shores
of the mighty river roll past in “eternal beauty.” From minute to
minute the picture changes, rocks, ravines, slopes, a glory of vary-
ing shapes and colours; gray and bright, wild and peaceful, con-
trasts and transitions without end.

Where are the traces of the civil war which once devastated:
this region? Where are the signs of socialist construction? Are
those not the “Burlaki,” Nekrassov’s down-trodden heroes, whose
bent forms may be seen on yonder shore? And is that ship not a
Tzarist steamer: on the upper deck the rich landlords, prosperous
merchants, overfed bourgeois—down below fetid holes, where
human being are huddled together in filth and misery?

Suddenly—the voice of a sailor: “ That is the place where the
White hordes, whom we put to flight, drove fifty Volga ships
together and burned them in impotent rage.”

Suddenly—a new cement factory. Great excavators tear up
the face of the earth.

Suddenly—a pioneer camp: Sickle and hammer over the door-
way, children romping, their red scarves flying.

Suddenly—harvest brigades, movement showing the steady
energy of the shock troops; threshing machines, motor lorries,
loaded trucks.

Suddenly—villages and towns, new peasants’ and workers’
houses, school buildings, works and factories, .

The ghosts of the dead past vanish. Soviet reality of to-day
shows its countenance,

* * N * * *

The Soviet steamer “Raskolnikov” is a part of the socialist
earth.

Here again we see at every step that the proletariat rules in
this country! The upper deck, the cabins, the dining saloon,
formerly the privilege of the rich, are now occupied by the toiling
masses, rank and file workers, collective peasants, Party and
Soviet functionaries, Red Army soldiers, Red sportsmen.

‘“Have the classes been done away with?” asks a foreign
passenger.

No, they have not yet been done away with, just as they have
not yet been done away with on the railways. Here, as there, a
too hasty equalisation would only be detrimental to the whole.
In order to abolish the classes, we must first build a great many
more ships and railway carriages, and raise the cultural level
of the broad masses tremendously. But what a difference between
former days and now! The lowest class cabins are spacious and
clean—the passengers here are for the most part peasants, carrying
all kinds of luggage with them. The passengers have a canteen
where they can buy cheap food. Nursing mothers with their
children have a cabin of their own.

“And what kind of lives do the crew lead?”

An old seaman, who has served on this ship for twenty-five
years, tells us:—

“Before the revolution our working hours were unlimited.
We were crowded together in narrow cabins, and never had a
proper sleep. Often the food was absolutely uneatable. We had
to do military drill. Now we work only eight hours, have good
food, and never more than two sleep in one cabin. Of course, we
maintain discipline, but it is voluntary, not forced like it used
to be. We kept our old captain for a long time, for he was a
good seaman. But he would not recognise that the old days were
really over, and was always trying to drive us; he could not
stand our holding meetings. So we packed him off. Our present
captain is a Bolshevik who fought against Koltschak. He under-
stands his work, too, and we get on well with him.”

Here there is no “upper” and “lower” class, no barriers.
Seamen, engineers, mechanics, wireless operators, all mix with
the passengers in their free hours, debating, joking, playing with
them, with a naturalness only possible among class brothers.
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The Soviet steamer *“Raskolnikov” is one infinitesimally small
part of the gigantic front of socialist construction.

Here, too, socialist organisation reigns; here, too, socialist
competitions are carried out, pace of work and labour produc-
tivity increased, the quality of the work improved, the Plans
fulfilled and over-filled. Here, too, the Communists, the Young
Communists, the shock brigades, set the example.

I ask a Communist sailor what subjects they are dealing
with now in his cell. He replies:—

“For months we have been working through the material of
the Jast Party Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, especially Stalin’s great speech. We have gone through
this speech paragraph by paragraph, sentence by sentence, and
have resolved in detail on the practical conclusions to be drawn
by us for our work on this ship. We have studied and carried
out the new directives of the Party. )

“Now we are working through Manuilski’s report on the
international situation. Perhaps you will wonder that we have
just reached this now, whilst the international situation has
altered considerably since February. But there are always some
of us on duty on the ship, and it is difficult to assemble all the
comrades at the same time. In order not to fall behind, we
hold small group meetings outside of the cell meetings; here
we read the newspapers and discuss the latest events of the
international situation. We issue a hectographed newspaper of
our own daily.”

This comrade bombards me with questions as to the meaning
of the blood bath of June 30, Hitler’s coup against Roehm. We
are speedily surrounded by other seamen and passengers. In a
moment the whole upper deck is full of eager debaters.

* * * * *

The Soviet steamer “Raskolnikov” is a piece of socialist
culture.

In the seamen’s “Red Corner” I find the works of Marx,
Lenin, Stalin, and a quantity of belles lettres, both Russian and
foreign twriters. Some classics are among them: Pushkin, Gogol,
Tolstoy, Dostoyevski.

A Moscow professor gives a strictly scientific lecture on
psycho-technical questions. Will these “abstract” problems in-
terest the passengers? The audience: workers, peasants, Red Army
soldiers, listen with close attention, and put questions which fre-
quently reveal surprising expert knowledge. Most of these ques-
tions aim at the use to be made of psycho-technics in practical
life, for increasing the productivity of labour, etc.

A number of Red Sportsmen improvise a “social.” Every-
body is present, without thought of difference of rank. An opera
singer of the old school throws himself into a heoric pose and
sings difficult operatic arias, followed by folk songs. Tumultuous
applause. Workers perform parody sketches. They parody the
opera singer (who is not at all offended); they sing, dance, per-
form gymnastics. The whole saloon is filled with joyous mirth.

~This is only a small drop of culture? But 11; is a drop of the
mighty river of socialist culture flowing across the whole country.

. We steam down the Volga in the Soviet steamer “Raskolnikov.”
The Week in the Soviet Union -
Before the Soviet Elections 4

A joint Plenary Session of.the Moscow Soviet and of the Mos-
cow Executive Committee was. held on October 23 ‘in.connection
with the approaching Soviet elections. Leading functionaries of
the Moscow district, of the City of Moscow and Comrade Jenukidse,
the secretary of the Central Executlve Committee of the Soviet
Union, delivered reports.

Comrade Kaganovitch, greeted with stormy applause, de-
livered & comprehensive report. The Plenum summed up the
results of the work of the Moscow -Soviet since the last election.

The figures given showing the growth of Moscow are particu-

larly noteworthy. In the last four years the population of the Red
capital has increased by 847,000. Moscow now has 3,628,000 in-
habitants. In the last four years 2,000 new houses were built, 400
of which are house. blocks several stories high. 450,000 persons
have obtained flats in new buildings. At the same time 25 new
tram lines have been opened. The network of electric street
lighting has been extended threefold. The number of persons
taking their meals in the public dining rooms has increased three-
fold. The school system of Moscow has been greatly extended.

The government of the R.S.F.S.R. has adopted the following
rules for the election of Soviet delegates: In localities numbering
up to 300 electors there will be one Soviet delegate to every 15 to
20 electors. In towns with 400,000 to 450,000 inhabitants there will
be one delegate to every 400 to 500 electors. In Moscow and
Leningrad one delegate will represent 1,500 inhabitants. In the
district Soviets of Moscow and Leningrad one delegate will repre-
sent 500 electors. -

Before the Conclusmn of the Grain Deliveries

On October 20 the Annual State Grain Delivery Plan was ful-
filled almost 98 per cent. Over 100 million more poods of grain
were delivered than were delivered at the same date last year.
Eighteen districts and Republics have fulfilled their annual plan
before the scheduled time.

After the distribution of the new harvests the collective pea-
sants will place their surplus on the market.

The data regarding this year’s income indicate the increasmg
prosperity of the collective peasants. It is reported from the
Kabardino-Balkarian district that an average of 14 poods of grain
is paid out per work day. In addition, the peasants receive
potatoes, vegetables, fruit, meat, butter, wool, honey and other
products.

The North Caucasian region fulfilled the annual plan of grain
delivery two months earlier than last year, and delivered 5 million
poods more than last year. In addition, up to October 20, the
collective farms of Northern Caucasus sold 2 million poods of
grain on the market. In the same district the autumn sowing
plan was already fulfilled by October 20.

The 15th Anniversary of the Liberation of Voronesh

Great festivals were held in Voronesh on October 15 on the
occasion of the 15th anniversary of the liberation of Voronesh
from the white bands. Participants in the fights for Voronesh
related their experiences of these days. The slogan of the festival
was: Strengthening of the defensive forces of the country and
fulfilment of the industrial and financial plan before the scheduled
time.

The speakers at the celebratlons emphasised the important
role played by Comrade Kaganovitch in the liberation of the town
from the Whites. The town park on Voronesh was therefore named
« Kaganowtch Park.”

‘It was decided to set up commemoration tablets at the spots
where the fights took place. The Voronesh Pedagogic school is
granting scholarships.for the chlldren of Red Army soldlers who
fell in the fights for Voronesh.

- A celebration meeting of: the town Soviet of Voronesh was
held on October 24, to whiech Comrades. Kaganovitch, Voroshilov,
Budjenny and a number of former commanders and organisers of
the Red Guard who took part in the defence of the town were
invited. i

: ‘Valuable Bmldmg Matenal for the Soviet Palace

The Academy of Sciences of the Soviet Union has organised
an expedition which has the task of discovering specially beautiful
building material for the Soviet Palace. The expedition has found
very valuable building material;, including coloured tufa,: large
quantities of yellow quartz, porphyry; -blue-green tufa of extra-
ordinary beauty, and various kinds of voleanic rock, of whieh a
large number of specimens has been sent to Moscow.
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