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THE REVOLUTION IN GERMANY : The Present Situation.
BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.

At present there are three sections of the 
Workers' Movement in Germany. The Noske 
Party, the Socialdemocratische Partei Deutsch- 
land, is nominally, though probably no longer 
actually, the largest. It is the shield and ally 
of the bourgeois reaction:

The second party in size is the Independent 
Socialist Party or U. S. P. D., its name in 
German being: Unabhangige Socialdemocratische 
Partei Deutschlands. The third party, the 
Communist Party, was originally called the 
Spartakusbund; it was the Party of Rosa Lux
emburg and Karl Liebknecht being formed by 
them when they left the U. S. P. D. last 
December.

The Communist Party has just, during the 
last few weeks, split into two sections on the 
question of Parliamentary action and the One 
Big Union. The Parliamentarian section, 
which retains the name Spartakusbund as a sub. 
title, claims to be the largest Party and to it 
have adhered 25 members of the Executive, 
18 members having left to form the Anti-Par 
liamentary section; 6 members of the Executive 
have not declared themselves. It is still hoped 
by some members of the Party that the division 
may be bridged over; but already • the rival 
sections are publishing ‘their own separate 
newspapers.

In Frankfort on Maine where the entire 
Communist Party was very small, the Anti. 
Parliamentarians have the larger following, and 
have started a daily newspaper of their own, 
the “Rote Fahne"; the Parliamentary section 
joins with the town of Hanover in a daily 
newspaper called the "Freiheit."

On Friday, November 7th, the Communists of 
Germany held demonstrations to celebrate the 
anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution, in 
some towns. there, demonstrations were attended 
by many thousands of people, but in Frankfort 
the Communist Parliamentarians were only able 
to hold a small meeting in the evening. It was 
la sad gathering; the cafe, in which a room had 
been reserved, was a small poor place, not too 
clean. About 30 men and women, mostly of 
the working class, were present; and as the deal 
tables and benches were arranged as usual, 
some of the people sat with their backs to each 
other, whilst some were face to face. Glasses 
of beer and cups of coffee were brought in by 
the waiter—one must pay for one’s place of 
course. It was very cold and the workers looked 
pale and exhausted. A heated discussion began 
between some men who shouted at one another 
across the room; then half a dozen men and 
women strode out; they had gone to the Anti- 
Parliamentarians. Afterwards harmony reigned. 
Speeches were delivered by various comrades. 
One of them was a member of the Party Exe
cutive and is a fugitive living in secret. All 
the members of the Executive are now fugitives 
for the coercion of the Noske Government is very 
harsh. A comrade who had been through the 
Munich Revolution also spoke. His voice 
thrilled with an almost tragic fervour, but his 
hearers were apparently unmoved; they were 
tired and the room was very cold,

* * *
Surday, November 9th, is the anniversary ‘of 

the first German Revolution, The Independent

Socialist Party desiredzto celebrate it through- 
out Germany. Noske’s Government forbade any 
demonstration in Berlin, where great strikes are 
now takingsplace. In many towns however de- 
monstrations, were held. 9 In Frankfort the In
dependents had a meeting and procession in the 
morning, and in the afternoon they engaged all 
the seats in all the theatres for their members.

It was a wet Sunday morning. The sky was 
very grey. About three thousand men and a few 
women assembled for the procession. At the 
head of the procession was a red flag with a 
uttlecr^pe hanging to it. A few small card
board notices carried on broomsticks bailed the 
Revolution, Members of the International Union

of Discharged Soldiers carried two cardboard 
posters ; one bore a drawing of a boot and the 
question : ‘Where are they ?‘ the other a draw
ing of an overcoat and the same question. The 
band played rather dismally ; the processionists 
tried to encourage themselves by crying ; "Up 
with the Revolution I " The company brightened 
sensibly and eagerly cheered half a dozen sailors 
whom they saw aloft in an imitation boat, 
mounted on * motor and flying the red flag. The 
sailorsiwere amongst those who began the Rero- 
lution; they were no longer sailors, but, mas- 
querading in their old part today, they were 
eagerly cheered. Presently the procession stopped

Continued on next Page



1

1566

de

I ii.

yi

THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT. 1567

and one saw that in the boat was a bright-eyed 
vivacious little woman—Toni Sender, the Editor 
of the Independent Socialist paper, the ‘Frank- 
f u r ter Volksrecht,’ and one of the best known 
leaders of the U.S. P.D. in Frankfort.

AN INTERVIEW with TonI SENDER.
Toni Sender belongs to the left wing of the 

Independent Socialist Party; some Communists 
say she is a Communist.

She received me in her office at the "Volks- 
recht," and was business-like and to the point. 
I asked her for her views on the present situ
ation and the position of the various parties, and 
she broke into the subject at once without more 
ado.

She said that the enemies of the Revolution 
had seized the leadership, had secured the Gov- 
ernmental power, and had used it to turn the 4 
Revolution to the advantage of the bourgeoisie. 
The bourgeois journal, the ‘Frankfurter Zeitung,’ 
had just eulogised Noske as one who had known 
how to give the right direction to the Revolu
tion and to guide it away from dangerous tend- 
encies.

The previous week the Noske Party had 
issued an appeal for unity, becanse the workers 
are leaving the Party in great numbers. But 
the spurious character of this appeal for unity 
was immediately revealed. Bernstein, one of 
Noske’s old comrades, who like Noske had sup
ported the war, had afterwards joined the Inde- 
pendents but left them when at their conference 
last March they had declared for the dictator
ship of the proletariat. Bernstein does not ap
prove of dictatorship : like Noske (as like Hen- 
derson and Lloyd George) and other opponents 
of the Soviets, he stands for ‘‘democracy.’’ 
Bernstein recently formed an organisation for 
securing unity in the Socialist movement, de- 
siring that all the sections should work together 
in harmony. Bernstein’s organisation had printed 
a leaflet appealing for unity which contained a 
very mild criticism of the Government policy. 
But Noske allows no criticism ; his minions 
seized the leaflet in order that it might not be 
circulated.

Then Toni Sender gave me a Frankfort ex. 
perience of a year ago. The Independents had 
issued an appeal to the workers to leave the 
factories and hold a meeting on the 9th _ of 
November a year ago. The Noske Party, which 
had formed a committee in conjunction with the 
Mayor and the military commander of Frankfort, 
then asked the military commander to Bend 
soldiers to disperse the meeting of the Indepen- 
dents, and the soldiers attacked the people with 
their bayonets.

In order to evade the conditions of the Peace 
Treaty, which limits the number of the German 
Army, Noske has introduced militarised police. 
He has also organised a force called the Ein- 
wohnerwehren. These are unarmed guards who 
can be called up and armed on occasion. Mem- 
bers of the Einwohnerwehren are enrolled from 
amongst the landowning bourgeoisie in country 
districts, where the force was first formed, but 
now it is also being formed in the towns. Noske s 
excuse for thus violating the Treaty is that these 
extra forces are needed for preserving internal 
order, but the country is most orderly: the 
workers at present seem too tired to rebel 
But evidently the explanation has satisfied the 
Allies, for they have not followed up their 
original protest. The Allies also fear internal 
disorder, and are anxious that Germany shall 
not become another Soviet Republic.

The Noske Government has also started the 
Technische Nothilfe, a reserve force of trained 
blacklegs to be called in when the workers go on 
strike. The force is said to have worked badly 
and to have done a good deal of damage during 
its operations, but the Government may be able 
to increase its efficiency. This force is a replica 
of the volunteers enrolled in the Winnipeg general 
strike and other strikes in Canada and the United 
States, and in Britain also during the recent rail- 
way. strike. Capitalism is international in its 
methods. When it finds an expedient useful w

one country it speedily applies it in • other 
lands.

In the first days of the Revolution the Arbei- 
terrat (the Workers’ Councils or Soviets) seized 
the right to elect the chief of police in each 
district and also a committee to act with him. 
The first chief of police elected in Frankfort 
was a member of the Noske Party; the second 
an Independent—so things are moving towards . 
the Left in Germany. (At the last meeting of 
the Arbeiterrat the Independent supported by 
the Communist representatives carried a reso- 
lution branding the Noske Social Democrats as 
counter revolutionaries, whereupon the Noske 
Party left the Chamber.) The Independent 
representative on the Committee and the chief 
of police report that they have made no request 
for any of these extra forces, nor were they 

4 notified of the enrolment of the Einwohner- 
wehren the operations of which (if it were to 
exist at all) would naturally be under their 
control.

Now the Government has dismissed both the 
Chief of the police and his Committee and has 
itself appointed a new Chief of police.

In Frankfort there has as yet been little of the 
White terror that has reigned so fiercely in other 
towns. But this move of the Government is 
exceedingly ominous. In Frankfort the workers 
have a police force of their own numbering 1,200 
persons which is hated and feared by the bour- 
geoisie. It is thought that the intention is to 
dissolve this force and perhaps also the Ar- 
beiterrat.

“But” I asked, “what are the prospects of an- 
other Revolution and how long is it to be ex
pected that the present Government will retain 
its power ?" Toni Sender replied that the 
Noske Party had greatly dwindled especially in 
Berlin. In the last Municipal elections it polled 
in some constituencies no more than 50 or 70 
votes. But, as in Britain, the Trade Union 
Secretaries are almost all reactionaries and be
long to the Noske Party; this has hitherto 
given that Party a certain influence over the 
organised workers. But this influence is wan- 
ing. At the recent Congress of the Metal 
Workers’ Union, which is the largest Union in 
Germany, the Party opposed to Noske was 
found to be in the majority.

“But what in your opinion are the prospects 
of Revolution ?" Everyone else to whom I 
had put this question either spoke with dismal 
pessimism of a lengthy waiting, or refused to 
make a prophecy of any kind. But Toni Sender 
is an optimist; she thinks, though she admits 
that she cannot speak with any degree of cer- 
tainty, that a revolution may come during the 
winter, because the shortage of food and coal 
may be such that the people will rebel, and only 
a Communist Administration will be able to

1 face the situation. If the present Government 
can exist during the winter its position will be 
greatly strengthened.

Toni Sender emphatically insisted that the 
′ German character is not revolutionary, and that 

only the war, the defeat, and the belief that 
the Government was to blame had goaded the 

; people to the first revolution.
I then asked whether Toni Sender thought 

। the revolutionary feeling in the German Army 
and Navy, and amongst the workers, and the 
indiscipline arising therefrom, bad been the 
cause of Germany’s defeat in the war, or had 
been a large contributory cause. She said that 
probably the temper of the people had had some 

I influence on the situation. There had been a 
revolt in the Navy 15 months before, but she 

. did not think it could be said that revolutionary 

. indiscipline had caused Germany’s defeat in the 
i war. /
i The Independents accept the Soviets and the 
I Proletarian Dictatorship. But now I inquired 
I more closely into the position of the Independ: 
. ent Socialist Party. Toni Sender assured me 
I that it is working for revolution, and that it 
i stands for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat

during the revolutionary period, and for the 
abolition of Parliament and the substitution of 
the Soviets.

Tnis is exceedingly important. It is generally । 
believed in England, that of the German Parties i 
only the Communists, or as they are more com!: 
monly called, the Spartacists, support v these I 
principles. Toni Sender explained that the In. I 
dependent Socialist Party had adopted these 
principles by an enormous majority at its Con
gress last March. She further stated that in her 
opinion had it been possible to hold a Congress 
before Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht left 
the Party, the majority of the Party would have 
been found to support their policy and the split 
which resulted in the formation of the Com. 
munist Party would not have taken place. Bern ’ 
stein, as she had told me earlier, had left the
Party at this juncture.

KAUTSKY

Kautsky is also in 
majority of the Party ;

ISOLATED.

the opposition to the 
indeed he occupies an

isolated position and the hope is freely ex. 
pressed by Independents that he will leave the 
Party with which he no longer agrees. Kautsky 
opposes the idea of the Dictatorship of the Pro- 
letariat and the Soviets: he wishes (like 
Noske!) to remain faithful to ‘democracy.” 
The independents who have now become the 
majority in the Party reply that until wo have 
economic freedom, democracy is impossible ; it 
is merely a phrase. The pretended democracy 
of bourgeois society, merely cheats and misleads 
the workers.

But this is Communist theory, as I pointed 
out to Miss Sender. She agreed with this ob- 
servation : indeed she said that the programme 
adopted by the Independent Socialist Party at 
its March Congress. is practically that of the 
Communists.

As to the question of immediate revolution 
__Toni Sender had explained that she was 
merely expressing her own view in saying that 
she thinks the Revolution may come this 
winter, though there are others amongst her 
comrades who cherish the same hope. The 
Independents believe it useless to make 
isolated attempts at revolution in certain towns, 
as this merely gives the Government the op- 
portunity to crush them separately. The re- 
volutionary force must not be dissipated by 
sectional attempts, but must be conserved for 
a general effort.

Similar observations had been made to me by 
all the German Communists with whom I had 
discussed this point. Some had even said that it 
will not be possible to make a succersful prole: 
tarian revolution in Germany till the peasant 
landholders are converted to Communism, and 
that this will be a difficult work. I put this 
point to Toni Sender. She replied that she did 
not think it possible to win all, or even the 
great mass of the small peasants for Communism 
until after the Revolution, when they would be 
won by the tight which the Soviet would make 
to dispossess the great landowners. She thought 
that in Germany the Revolution could, in the 
first instance be mainly one of the .industrial 
workers; the peasants would follow. In Bussia, 
of course, the initial co-operation of the peasants 
had been essential. One must not even expect 
to win all the industrial workers until after th 
first act of revolution, for the more apathetic 
would not take part until the benefits of Vo" 
munist life began to be seen in actual fact.

The sailors of the mercantile marine are, ■“ 
says, very revolutionary, just as the sailor 
the vanished Navy had become.

The railway workers were only allowed." 
form a Union on condition that that Union 00 
not call a strike; and during the war BUC 
Union had been formed. . The railway XORTne 
are now very revolutionary, indeed they tor 
advance guard of the German workers: 
is of immense importance, for it means "fan 
advantage for the revolutionaries and dls"

tage for the Government in transporting food 
sng.JAEhe discharged soldiers Toni Sender hopes 
ntle ' they crave rest and peace and some of the 

[ • v of life after their horrible experiences in 
Retrenches; they shrink from plunging again 
into the turmoil of warfare. "A woman can 
understand that," she says; "others have placed, 
much faith in vhat they would do, especially the 
Communists, but I have never expected much 
from them." ' * , .

I enquired of Toni Sender as to the position of 
the Independents concerning Parliament and 
parliamentary action In England I had heard 
that the Independent Party desires a dual organ- 
igation in the Socialist State—a combination of 

I Parliament and the Soviets. She replied most 
emphatically that this is not so, saying that the 

Independents at their March Congress had 
clearly affirmed that the Soviets must supersede 
and abolish Parliament when the proletarian 

i Revolution comes.
I Toni Sender observed that Lenin, in his - book 
replying to the renegade Kautsky, had said that 
the Soviet organisation is for Russia only and that 
each country will devise its own organ of prolet- 
arian dictatorship. ‘ ‘But WE do not say that," 
declared Toni Sender, “we wish to adopt pre- 
cisoly the Soviet form. What other form is 
suggested ? The critics suggest no other form , 
it is the form which the workers instinctively 
oboose as soon as the Revolution breaks out: it 
is the form of our own German ‘Arbeiterrat,’ 
which sprang into being with the Revolution.” 
In the meantime the independent Party con
tests Parliamentary elections and considers it 
necessary to do so as long as Parliament exists.

That is not our position, but as I have pre- 
viously stated it is the position of the majority 
section of the German Communists. Toni Sender 
observed that Radek bad written from prison 
saying that it was ridiculous to make participa
tion in Parliamentary elections a question of 
principle, it being a question merely of tactics.

On the question of industrial organisation Toni 
Sender asserted that the Independent position 
is precisely that of the majority Communists. 
The minority Communists desire, she said, to 
destroy the old Unions and to form one great 
Union, apparently on I.W.W. lines. The reply 
of the Independents and right wing Communists 

is:’ ‘If you wish a victorious Revolution you 
must bring the mass of workers with you. You 
must not, by attacking the existing Unions, allow 
the masses of more indifferent workers to become 

f the tools of a reactionary Trade Union secre- 
tary."

I asked Toni Sender quite pointedly whether 
the Executive of the Independent Socialist Party , 
is in favour of the proletarian Revolution, the 
Soviets and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
She replied that all the members of the Execu 
tive have declared their adherence to the March 
Conference decisions, though there is a right and 
a left wing in the Party and on the Executive.

Then I asked whether the Party would adhere 
to the Second or the Third International. She

I replied that this question is not yet settled. The 
Party is agreed that the Second International is

L dead, and she thinks that the majority does not 
desire to be represented there again: but some 

[ members would like to send delegates to the 
Second International once more, in order to con. 
demn it. A large number of Independents de- 
sires to join the Third International and Toni 
Sender herself belongs to this section. The 
others say that the Third International has 

j branded the Independents as traitors and that 
therefore they cannot go to the Third Interna- 

। tional ; but must ask for a conference of the
Third International and those parties in the 

I Second International which are willing to form 
a new international. They argue that they do 
not wish to be cut off from the Western nations ;

1 apparently they ignore the fact that Italy has 
adhered to the Third International and they 

j either do not know or will not admit that there 
. are parties in France, Britain and America who 
; have joined the Third International. They desire

they say, an international which shall be a suc- 
cessor to Zimmerwald and Kienthal. "But," 
said Toni Sender, “that is impossible, for Zim-
merwald and Kienthal were merely 
ferences."

Finally, I asked her: "What are 
the first Revolution in Germany?”

Pacifist con-

the gains of 
She replied

that all the substantial gains were secured in the 
first week of the Revolution, and most of these 
have since been lost.

"We secured the right to freedom of meeting; 
freedom of assembly, and freedom of the press, 
but now we have less freedom in these respects 
than we had before the war. Our meetings are 
often prevented by the authorities ; public de
monstrations are very rarely permitted. Almost 
all the Communist newspapers have been sup- 
pressed, many of the Independent Socialist news- 
papers, and also the newspaper of the Socialist 
Youth. The offices of Socialist Parties are fre
quently raided.

"Domestic servants and land-workers had not 
the rights of other workers : their conditions 
were almost those of the Middle Ages 2 & Bill of 
Rights was passed for them, but it has been with- 
drawn. An 8-hour day was adopted, but now 
all sorts of infringements are being intro- 
duced. "

‘The law militarising the labour of all workers 
up to 70 years of age, which had been passed 
during the war, which was agreed to by the 
Noske Party and made with its assistance, was 
of course repealed in the first days of revolution; 
but it must have disappeared with the end of 
the war in any case."

In fact Toni Sender assured me that the 
coercion of the Noske Government is much 
more extreme than the coercion of the old Gov
ernment in peace time, and in some respects it 
is even more rigorous than was the Kaiser’s Gov
ernment in war time. The reason is obvious : 
Capitalism is now more alarmed about the war 
at home than it was either during or before the 
war.

Toni Sender complains that the renegade Socia- 
lists are more dangerous than the bourgeoisie 
because they have an intimate knowledge of 
the methods and organisation of the Socialists. 
Of course, that is why the capitalists find the 
renegades so useful.

It is very important that the members of the 
independent Socialist Party, have been con- 
verted by the logic of events to declare in favour 
of the principles of Communism, and to admit, 
in large measure the wisdom of Communist 
tactics ; it shows that Germany is being con. 
verted to Communism.

But whatever may be said, it seems obvious 
that the conversion had not taken place when 
Luxemburg and Liebknecht left the Party ; for 
if those who remained in the Independent Party 
had then really agreed with Luxemburg and 
Liebknecht, they would have joined them and 
added their strength to the Communist forces ’n 
the moment of crisis.

In order to judge impartially Miss Ton1

RESOLUTION ON THE PROGRAMME OF 
THE U.S.P. -

In November, 1918, the workers and so/djers 
Germany conquered the state power. Butthey 
did not consolidate their power nor overcome the 
capitalist class domination. The leaders of the 
Right Wing Socialists renewed the pact with the 
bourgeois, and this jeopardised the interests of the 
proletariat. They carry on a confused policy with 
the words Democracy and Socialism., in the capi- 
talist order of society, democratic rights are mere 
phantoms. As long as political freedom is not 
accompanied by economic freedom and inde- 
pendence, there is no true democracy. Socialisa: 
tion, as the Right Wing Socialists carry it out, 
is an illusion. They are satisfied, out of considera- 
tion for capitalist interests, with a mixed- 
economic” management and even with only public, 
control.” The class-conscious proletariat has recog. 
nised that a war for freedom can be conducted by 
it alone and not merely by the former organisa. 
tions, but it is necessary to do it .with a 
new proletarian fighting organisation, which must 
be established. .2.The proletarian revolution has created "3 
fighting organisation in the Soviet system. It 
unites the working masses in their efforts for 
revolutionary action. It gives the proletariat the 
right of self-government in industry, in the muni
cipality, and in the State. It accomplishes the 
transformation of the Capitalist, to the Socialist 
economic order. In all capitalist countries, the 
Soviet system is developing from the same economic 
conditions and becomes the bearer of the. prole
tarian world revolution.

It is the urgent duty of the U.S.P. to be the 
banner bearer of the class-conscious proletariat in 
its revolutionary war for freedom. The U.7 
stands for the Soviet system. It supports the 
Soviets in their struggle for economic and political 
power. It strives for the Dictatorship or the 
Proletariat, for the representation of tne masses as 

. a necessary preliminary condition to the realisation 
of Socialism. Socialism alone can bring the re
moval of all class domination, the removal of every 
dictatorship, the real democracy. To attain this 
goal, the U.S.P. makes use of all political and 
economic means, including Parliament. It con
demns all purposeless violence. Its aim is not 
the destruction of persons, but the overthrow of

Sender's claim that there is no essential differ, 
ence between the programme of the Communist 
Party, and that which the Independent Socialists 
adopted at their last Congress in March, I asked 
for a copy of those resolutions. I append them 
here. They show that the U. 8. P. is as yet 
committed to piece-meal reforms only. The com
promise it proposes is quite untenable and thor
oughly unscientific. Were the U.S.P. to possess 
the governing power in Germany to-day it could 
not put into practice this programme; either it 
would move to the right or to the left. It is 
impossible that the state of affairs envisaged in 
paragraph 5 should continue to exist side by side 
with the Soviets and ‘the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat. It is remarkable that the U. S. P. 
should be willing to allow banking to remain in 
capitalist hands, to the later stages of its Com- 
munist Revolution. Miss Sender's own oom. 
ments on the policy declared in paragraph 9 will . 
suffice to condemn it.

the capitalist system.
The immediate demands of the U.S.P. are 0
1. The incorporation of the Soviet system in the 

Government, definite co-operation of the Soviets in 
legislature, State and municipal administration, 
and industry. . .

2. Complete dissolution of the old army. The 
prompt dissolution of the mercenary army com- 
posed of volunteer corps. Disarmament of the 
bourgeoisie, the raising of a people's army from 
the ranks of the class-conscious workers, self- 
government in the people’s army, and election of 
the leaders by the men, the abolition of the court- 
martial.

3. The socialisation of all capitalist, under, 
takings is to begin at once. It is to be carried 
out forthwith in the mining and power-prod ucing 
industries (coal; water, power, electricity), in the 
concentrated iron and steel production as well as 
in other highly developed industries, banking and 
insurance systems included. Large properties 
and forests are to be socialised. It is the duty of 
the society to bring the whole economic manage- 
ment to the highest efficiency by the introduction 
of technical and economic improvements, as well 
as by the advancement of the organisation to the 
highest pitch. In the towns, private ownership 
of land and property is to pass to communal owner- 
ship, and the municipality is to provide sufficient 
dwellings at its own expense.

4. Magistrates and judges to be elected by the 
people. The immediate establishment of a State 
law courtto try those guilty of the world war 
and of having hindered an early peace.

5. War-profiteers are to be deprived of all such 
fortunes by taxation. A portion of all huge for
tunes is to go to the State. The remaining public 
expenditure is to be met by progressive increases 
in income, property and inheritance taxes. The 
War Loans are to be annulled, but indemnities 
should be granted to the needy, the providence 
societies, institutions and the municipality.

6. Social legislation to be perfected ; protection 
and care of mothers and children, war widows. 
orphans* and deserted are to have an assured exis 
tence, free from care. The homeless are to have 
homes provided by those who have superfluous 
rooms. Fundamentally new regulations for public 
health to be made.

7. The separation of Church and State and the 
separation of Church and school to be accom- 
plished; public standard schools on universal lines, 
which shall be conducted on Socialist-pedagogical 
principles to be established. Every child has a 
right to a suitable education, and the means are 
to be provided for this purpose.

8. The institution of a public right of monopoly 
for newspaper advertisements and transference to 
the Communal society.

9. The establishment of friendly relations with 
all nations.. The immediate resumption of diplo- 
matic relations with the Russian Soviet Republic , 
and with Poland. The re-establishment of the 
Workers’ International on the basis of the social- 
revolutionary policy in the spirit of the inter- 
national conferences of Zimmerwald and Kiental.
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6. The election of a strike committee
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and Turin, it has a circulation of over 300,000 copies 
daily.

the war

This

Serrati himself refused to stand for Parliament

Ed. W. D.

have shown how base are the intrigues of 
capitalism.

overthrow

We mist
therefore re-double our efforts against th
intervention.

We must demand: —
1. The recognition of the Soviet Govern

ment
2. The immediate stoppage of any form of 

intervention in Russia.
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blockade which caused them to lose the war

Comrades,—
Lloyd George s statements on the inter

vention in Russia mean>:—
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struggle in Russia.
2. That the British Government, with the

3. That an effort is to be made to secure com
bined action against the Soviets by all the

small Nationalist or Provisional capitalistic 
it is hoped that these sections may 

cease disputing amongst themselves and unite 
Government of the Russianto fight the

4. That meanwhile the boycott of Soviet
Russia is to continue and trade is to be opened 
up with Denikin in South Russia. 
territory under his domination is to be supplied 
with lavish supplies of any food and raw 
materials it may be short of and especially with

320 sent a message to the British counter 
revolution that shoes and domestic utengile 

than further supplies of ar
5. In the meantime the British Army and 

Navy go home for the winter, as not much 
fighting can be done in Russia during the 

It is too late for the Navy to make
further attempts to take Petrograd this year 

the British Army and Navy is leaving at 
present and that neither soldiers nor sailors are 
remaining in South Russia. Terminological
inexactitudes

spent neariy
£100,000,000 in fighting Soviet Russia, and has

‘final’ £15,000,000
Does that mean "final" for this year ? — 
Jies it mean “final” till Denikin makes another 
ppeal or “final” till he obeys the British 

instruction to enter into a working agreement 
with the other anti-Soviet forces in Russia? 
Or is the word final just a "terminological 
inexactitude” tacked on for the benefit of the Trade Union Congress, the Triple Alliance, and 

the Labour Party for not having taken action
Lloyd George says he believes that the . to secure a general strike to stop the interven-

Soviets can more easily be suppressed by the 
tactics of intrigue, the blockade and so on than 
by the sword. Probably he is right; ' the
Germans declare that it. was the British

The Hungarian Soviet was overthrown mainly 
by the blockade and by intrigue, by the false 
promise that if the Communist Government 
and the Soviets were but replaced by a Par
lamentary Socialist Government the Allies 
would at once make peace with Hungary, and

The hideousthe people would have food.
White Terror and fierce yoaction that followed

We print with special satisfaction this brief 
contribution of Comrade G. M. Serrati. Editor of
the official organ of the Italian Socialist Party, the 
"AVANTI! and of the fortnightly review « COM-

The "AVANTI ! now in its 23rd year of existence, 
put up a splendid fight during the war against 
militarism ; had its offices burnt by the paid agents 
of Jingoism., and its Editor imprisoned for , many 
months ; printed in three editions, at Milan, Rome,

Lt was greatly owing to the truly Socialistic and 
uncompromising attitude of Comrade Serrati and 
of his able co-adjutors, who in the dark hours of 

when hatred amongst European nations
was uppermost, kept sending forth daily messages, 
both of hope and of fearless criticism, that the 
Italian workers kept their’faith in Socialism. - " 
has been proved by the result of the recent elections, 
returning 156 Socialist Deputies out of a total of 
508, under the clear understanding that they should 
not lose themselves in the quagmire of “parliament
arism, " but aim straight to the goal: the overthrow 
of the present system.

chosing for himself the greater freedom of his pen.

Bor some time past we Italian Socialists 
have been the recipients of frequent and sin
cere congratulations. We receive them from 
comrades belonging to the nations that took 
part in the war with the imperialist coalition 
of the Central Empires, as well as from com
rades of the Powers that were with the 
Entente. They all praise our straightforward 
and energetic attitude, holding it up as an 
example. These compliments, even if they 
might flatter the pride of some of us, cause 
in others, myself among them, some sad reflec- 
tions

Internationalism, both as a faith sincerely 
held and as a method sturdily defended, must 
have fallen—and still be—very low, if so 
much merit could and can be attributed to 
those who have simply remained Internation-

We are dealing with the same forces that 
the Hungarian Soviets. Lloyd 

George has plainly stated that his Govern
ment's present tactics against the Soviets are 
likely to prove more fatal to their existence than 
the warfare hitherto carried on

3. That neither military, naval, financial aid, 
nor munitions, be sent to the enemies of Soviet

A rank and file conference should be held to
make those demands and further, to move :—

4 • A vote of censure on the Executive's of the

5. A resolution to hold a general strike on a 
date decided by the conference to compel the 
Government to recognise Soviet Russia and to 
comply with the demands set out in 1, 2 and 3.

Not only should this rank and file conference 
be held, but the same resolutions should be 
moved at the Labour Party Congress itself. We 
call on the B.S.P. and the rebel trade and 
industrial unionists at the congress to do this

We have done nothing of special i 
portance, nothing out of the way: we l 
only remained-ourselves ; not changed ove 
colours; we have not lowered our flag. 1

All the past International Socialist Con 
gresses had foreseen- the possibility of a 
as the outcome of the capitalistic organisati— 
of society, of unsocial and unchecked 
tition, of commercial rivalry.
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Compe
, ... . ——: All had de

nounced militarism, "colonialism," protection 
which are capitalist instruments of — ■ "- , - • , - — -. oppression 
as being the seeds of an inevitable inter 
national conflagration. All had warned the 
proletariat of every country against the terrible 
danger, and had strongly appealed to the 
workers not to let themselves be caught i 
the deadly trap of Nationalism.

Before the tragic days of August, 1914, not 
a single Socialist ever did consider it possible 
that a follower of that current of thought 
which aims at the emancipation of the work 
ing class from the yoke of wage.slavery by 
the socialisation of wealth through the method 
of the class struggle, could, even for a moment 
give adhesion to nationalist jingo and warlike 
tactics and-philosophy. We Italian Socialists 
have therefore only stood faithful to our past 
doctrine, and for this fealty we have, indeed 
not any great or spseial merit

on the other hand, those pretended Social 
ists. of, whatever country they be, are greatly 
to be blamed; who, after so many anti-capi. 
talist and international declarations made 
during those years of propaganda against 
militarism and against war, have let them, 
selves be swept away by the first tremor of 
the tempest, and have lost their reason 
thereby and their conscience. They, truly, 
have been the betrayers of the working 
class.

Happily for the workers, although ft may 
be said with some truth that ideals do keep 
pace and progress with the footsteps of men, 
yet it is also true that events—inspite of 
the betrayal by the leaders—themselves pro- 
duce the forces necessary for the triumph of 
the working class. When the Vanderveldes, 
the Thomases, the Scheidemanns, the Noskes 
the Bissolatis, and. the Hyndmans became 
betrayers, the proletariat sent forth from its 
own ranks the Liebknechts, the Sadouls

Lenin repays for all and sundry traitors 
Thus the sadness m our soul for so many 
defections disappears, overcome by the satis
faction of a duty fulfilled and by the joyous 
recognition that the Red Flag of class-revolu
tion is hoisted every day higher and higher. 
This flag is now in the safe keeping of the 
strong hands of the workers. Socialism no 
longer is the doctrine of a few 'intellectual 
leaders.

Socialism is now the religion of the masses.
English Comrades: it is in the name of

this great religion that the Italian workers, in 
the approaching days of Christmas, send you 
wholehearted greetings, full as they are of the 
hope that the day of redemption for us all 
shall not be long in coming.

the sun goes down in softness on the hills, ■ 
And through the mist along the river road 
The train rolls dreadfully, as rolls this world, 
Through fainting dreams and groping veils of 

thought,
With bold necessity unto its doom.
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THE
Rome, November 20th.

The Italian Socialists, in their election pro
gramme, urged the necessity, or rather the in- 
evitability, of the use of violence in effecting 
the coming social revolution, thus causing no 
little horror to the bourgeoisie and to their 
comrades in other countries. The Italians 
pointed out that no fundamental revolution has 
ever yet been consummated without violence, 
simply because the dominant class will never 
release its power without attempting violent 
opposition. ‘Before it came to a peaceful tran
sition to the Communist republic," they said, 
in effect, "the bourgeoisie would form their 
white guard, and spread the white terror. We 
must be prepared to defend ourselves.

As if to provide the visible demonstration of 
this logic, the white terror, on a small scale, 
was spread among the Socialists of Milan, 
peacefully celebrating their victory on the day 
after election. The terrorists, by all evidence 
available, were members of a semi-governmental 
white guard, which openly boasts of its ter
roristic methods against the Socialists.

The facts are these (I take them entirely 
from the accounts given by bourgeois news- 
papers):—-On Monday evening, November 
17th, about 8 o’clock, several thousand So
cialists were celebrating their electoral victory 
with a demonstration in the Via San Damiano, 
before the offices of Avanti, and were being ad
dressed by the editor, Serrati. The speech be
ing over, the crowd peacefully proceeded on its 
way. In less than a minute, when it was close 
to the "Sirene Bridge” over the canal, a bomb 
exploded some sixty feet in front of the first 
ranks, wounded twelve persons, some of them 
probably fatally. If the bomb had exploded 
close to the oncoming parade, or a few instants 
later, scores of persons would have been 
slaughtered.

Just before the moment of the explosion 
three soldiers in the uniform of the "Arditi" 
were seen by many witnesses to deposit the 
bomb, and to run off by a small side street. On 
the following day bombs and other explosives 
were found in several of the various offices or 
club-rooms of the "Arditi," where by law (mili-

SOCIALISM
Many legends are still told of Sicily, also many 

facts only too true,but enlarged and highly coloured, 
so that it is not difficult even to find other Italians, 
who have not been to Sicily who tell you tales about 
our country to make your hair stand on end. 
Imagine, then, what those who live outside the con
fines of our nation must say! Yet even we 
Sicilians recognise that Sicily is very backward in 
things already well developed in the rest of Italy. 
This is due to many causes; illiteracy, above all, 
with its horrible consequences, which are always 
made worse because of the lack of transport and of 
communication. It unavoidably follows that the 
people, the workers,.cannot have such an exact know- 
ledge of life as those who live amidst the tumult 
of machinery and big offices, which are the forges 
of class-consciousness and show up all the horrors 
of the social system of to-day. That is the reason 
why in Sicily Socialism has hardly any following.

But we must understand one another. To be 
without Socialist consciousness does not mean to be 
without revolutionary instincts. , It is no ex- 
aggeration to say that amongst us the revolutionary 
tendency is inversely in proportion to the lack of 
Socialist consciousness;that is to say, the less there 
is of scientific perception of the Socialist future, 
the more fire in the agitation against the tyrannous 
system of exploitation, which here still maintains 
the form of a despotic rule even in the political 
world. One of our egreat Sociologists said : ‘In 
Sicily the difficulty in not to make resolutions, hut 
how to make them stop.1'

Among the peasants—who make up the bulk of 
the population of the island —faith in the idea of a 
better future has made great headway. By their 
agricultural co-operative societies in many impor
tant centres they have freed themselves from their 
feudal lords. Working for half their produce 
(giving the other half to their feudal lord) in many 
places has disappeared. Some communities have 
been captured duringthe election by the peasants 
and Socialists, displacing the petit bourgeois from 
their place in public affairs, where they had only 
aggravated the conditions of the workers. But 
how many martyrs therewere we need not relate!

WHITE GUARD IN
tary as well as civil) they had no right to be. 
Numbers of the "Arditi" were placed under 
arrest, including Captain Vecchi, the futurist 
composer Marinetti, candidate for parliament 
on the patriotic list, and Benito Missolini, pro- 
war Socialist and editor of the social-imperialist 
daily Popolo d:Italia. Although the men who 
placed the bomb have not been identified, no 
one has disputed that they were members of the 

Arditi,” acting under a pre-arranged plan 
Avanti adds that it has good reason to believe 
that the "Arditi" were organising an attack to 
destroy the offices and printing room of the So
cialist newspaper on the following day, as they 
did last April.

And who, then, are these “Arditi”? They 
are the picked shock troops who served during 
the war, and who have now assigned to them- 
selves the task of annihilating the Socialists as 
they annihilated the Austrians. Their excuse 
is that both are equally enemies of Italy. The 
undemobilised ‘‘Arditi" are stationed in Milan 
and other cities, but they have made themselves 
into a secular organisation to which demobilised 
members also belong. Among their officers are 
many of the young bloods of the bourgeoisie 
and petty aristocracy, who may be seen daily 
among the cafes and women of the Victor Em
manuel Galleries. - They boast that the govern- 
merit unofficially recognises their anti- Socialist, 
activities, and confers with Captain Vecchi at 
frequent intervals. They boasted before and 
after their April attack on Avanti. They boast 
now of similar things they are going to do in 
the future. All these boasts I have myself 
het il from Captain Vecchi, or from his close 
friends.

The ‘Arditi, then, are in the strictest 
sense a White Guard. They are permitted to 
continue in their terroristic I activities by the 
Italian Government, which has taken no effec- 
tive steps against them. They are clamorously 
and - enthusiastically recognised by the bour- 
geoisie, which applauds each of their acts of 
terror. Their members possess and visibly spend 
considerably more money than could come to 
them in their pay checks. It is known that an 
association of employers, chiefly in Milan, con- 
tributes a million lire a month for '‘anti-Bob-

IN SICILY.
How much blood has flowed in the streets before 
they gained even that much I Row many apostles 
of the idea have fallen under the heel of the in- 
famous bourgeoisie! The Sicilian martyrdom for 
the cause of redemption has no parallel!

Because the feudalists of Sicily could no longer 
legally withstand the wonderful awakening of the 
working class, which goes straight to its goal, they 
hire assassins who callously murder one. All our 
best organisers have been assassinated: Pano pinto, 
Verre, Zangara. Rumoro! The latter was mur- 
dered a few days ago because he led the peasant 
strikers for the possession of the land, based on the 
last decree of the minister Visocchi! f Let us not 
speak of the sanguinary death due to the “cara- 
binieri” in defence of the landlords I A short time 
ago in thelittle place of Riozi. about twenty 
peasants were killed and more than fifty were 
wounded. Nevertheless, the town fell into the 
hands of the rebels, and the authorities had to fly . 
It was only after a three days’ siege that the troops 
of the bourgeoisie could enter the town and then 
only after having used artillery and machine guns!

JOIN ORCEL.
Palermo October. 1919.

Karl Marx, The Man and His Work: Constructive 
Elements of SpcMism-; Karl Dannenberg. 
Radical Review Publishing Association, New 
York (1/9, postage extra) from the Workers' 
Socialist Federation, 400, Old Ford-road, E.3.

Our comrade Dannenberg, who is editor of the 
Radical fa York, has given in these 
reprinted lectures a praiseworthy, readable sum- 
many of the life and work of him who, by his 
analysis of capitalist society and his discovery of 
the laws of social growth, did so much to bring 
Socialism down from the cloudland into the prac
tical world. While himself giving vent to an 
eloquent appreciation of the invaluable work of 
Marx, Dannenberg emphasises again and again 
that, idealisation and reverence : and lipservice to 
Marx and his findings are not enough—an earnest 
endeavour to understand them is the • needed 
tribute. This understanding will not only give 

us the necessary soientifc analysis of the present

ITALY. THE OUTLOOK FOR COMMUNISM IN MEXICO.
shevist propaganda,” but it is not known how ‘ 
this money is spent. It is not known who pro. I 
vides the quantities of explosives and arms I 
which the "Arditi" illegally possess and con- I 
ceal in their rooms.

Now, the "Arditi"' can easily be taken too I 
seriously, in view of their ugly career of arson 
and assassination. They are really rather hu. 
morous young lunatics, who go into this Sort 0f | 
thing like young boys playing Red Indians. I 
They tell everyone what they do, and what they I 
intend to do, and leave their firearms around I 
where any fool would expect to look for them I 
They really make it extremely difficult to pro- I 
tect them from the rigours of the law after an I 
escapade like this.

But the Italian Socialists are not put off their I 
guard by the simplicity of their adversaries I 
They argue that if transparent camorra of the I 
military caste can exist openly in this fashion I 
for months, with a record of violence and mur. 
tier, and at a time when the revolutionary situ- 1 
ation is by no means acute, a much more I 
shrewd and dangerous white guard can and will I 
be found whenever the time comes. The ' ‘Ar. I 
diti" are relatively harmless because they ar. 
so open in their violence. But, say the Social, 
ists, is there any reason to suppose that this 
White Guard will not become wiser and more 
extensive, and better organised as the nervous- 
ness of the bourgeoisie increases? Is there any I 
reason to suppose that such an organisation will I 
let peaceful Socialists vote the Communist re- 
public into power, and then lay down their I 
arms ? |

Frankly, the Italian Socialists are convinced I 
that the bourgeoisie intends to be ready to use 
violence the moment Socialism gets control of I 
the parliamentary machinery. If a White G nard I 
can burn and slay in relatively peaceful times I 
like this, and absolutely without provocation, 
will it wait for the counting of the votes when 
the crisis approaches? Well, say the Socialists, 
the bourgeoisie has chosen violence as it always 
has when its property was threatened. We 
should, and we certainly shall, make ready to I 
protect ourselves against it. j 

---BY A CORRESPONDENT.

upon which we have to build the future, but will 
enable us to reject many ideas which now mas- 
querade as being Marxian. "The organisation of 
classes or circles for the study of Socialist classical 
should consequently be seriously taken in hand by 
all Socialists who have the healthy development of I 
Marxism at heart."

In his reference to how the dismissal of Bruno 
Rauer from the Bonn University smashed the ambi- 
tion of Marx to serve the cause of intellectual free- 
dom as a lecturer, our author gives a parallel easel 
in Pennsylvania, and rightly describes the Uni- 
ver si ties as being "dominated by the class interests 
of the bourgeoisie and everything else but agencies 
of free thought and investigation.” His deserip- 
tion, so far as the social • sciences are concerned, 
holds good here in Britain also.

Not the least interesting portions of these well- 
printed 122 pages are those containing an admir- 
able suggested way of approach for the student 
desiring to make himself acquainted with the far-I 
reaching implications, and the new deep outlook 
on life contained in Socialist writings. However, 
as a minor criticism apart from its preface, it 
seems to me, that the Critique of PoliticalEconomy! 

is hardly a book for beginners. Our comrade is 
certainly right in outlining certain historical read- 
ing and the historical chapter of Capital as the 
easier way of getting to grips later with the closer 
examination of economic laws in — its first ten 
chapters. To understand social development and 
to view society like all else in a process of endless 
change is a great help to the understanding of the 
more abstract laws in economies proper.

When dealing with the constructive elements of 
Socialism our writer again emphasises that "with- 
out a. sound knowledge of capitalist production no| 
effective Socialist activity, economic, of political 
is possible. ‘‘ Without class-consciousness and 
definite ideas of the purpose and aim of working- 
class organisation, palliatives and reforms will be 
sought as ends in themselves, and even the industry 
method of organisation will not prevent the waste 
of energy in not going farther than the guerilla 
fights. _ . 3 , j 
. Containing as it does much otherwise scattered 
information, this book will be of great service 
an introduction to many needing an initial helping 
handM. S. I

INTERVENTION IN MEXICO AND 
CLASS STRUGGLE.

BY LIN A. E Gale,

Editor of Gale8 Magazine," Mexico
There is practical unanimity among

THF

city.
Com-

I munists. Socialists and Radicals of all deserip- 
I tions in opposing intervention in Mexico. It 
I ig naturally assumed that intervention would 
| mean war, or at least a certain amount of 
I fighting, and Radicals know that, as always, it 
I would be the workers who would fight, suffer 
I and be killed—not the capitalists. But would 
| intervention be as strongly opposed by Radicals 
I if it did not involve bloodshed—if, for instance, 
| it were "economic intervention"’ instead of 
I military intervention and if Wall-street sue- 
I needed in making Mexico an American colony 
I by means of financial and commercial pressure ?

My answer is, unhesitatingly, Yes.
And would the effect of " economic inter- • 

| vention"’ necessarily be bad; would the even- 
I tual winning of the class struggle by the 
I Mexican working class necessarily be delayed 
I or made more difficult 2

Again my answer is, emphatically, Yes.
The Mexican working class has nothing to 

I gain and much to lose by intervention in any 
■ form. It makes no difference what form inter- 
I vention may take. It will be intervention 
I just the same. And the results will be 
I equally beneficial to the Mexican proletariat 
| whether it be accomplished by actual military 
I conquest and annexation or by the more in- 
I sidious scheme of establishing a “protectorate” 
| as in Cuba.

The easiest way for the Mexican masses tv 
I attain industrial democracy is to keep the 
I Mexican Government in Mexico.

The easiest way to keep the Mexican masses 
| from industrial democracy is to rob their country 
I of its own Government, transfer the reins of 
I power from Mexico City to Washington, and 
| station American soldiers throughout the land 
I to strangle any outcry for self-determination as 
I the English soldiers do in India, Ireland and 
I Egypt. This is not conjecture. It is an 
I assertion based on facts borne out by the his- 
I tory of practically every subjugated people, and 
I by happenings in the last few years right here 
I in Mexico. A local Government is certainly 
I always more responsive to the wishes of the ■ 
I people than alien rule." The Mexican con- 
| stitufion is genuinely liberal and the adminis- 
I tration of Carranza has probably been as liberal, 
| all things considered, as was humanly possible 
I in view of thedifficulties, opposition and 
I treachery under which it has laboured. With 
I all its faults, it has certainly been more liberal 
I than would have been the supervision of a 
| governor appointed from the White House and 
I independent of everybody except the American 
I President who named him. And when the 
I time comes for the Mexican workers actually 
I to own and operate industry communistically, 
I the task of supplanting the bourgeois state 
I with a proletarian dictatorship will be far less 
I difficult if they are dealing with a Government 
| of their own people, than if they were ground 
I down by the agents of a foreign imperialism.

Some there 
must become

are who maintain that Mexico 
a highly developed capitalist

country, more v. .co ukosucUincu ovaves. 
before she can enter into the larger freedom of 
Communism.’

or less like the United States.

. Their assumption is unsup- 
ported either by logic or evidence. Marx’s 
theory of "increasing misery’ does not 
necessarily, mean that all peoples must ex- 
Perience the finality of wretchedness before 
they will discover what is the trouble. Some, 
undoubtedly, must suffer to the full thehorrors 
of capitalism in its worst shape before suffi- 
centclass-consciousness will dawn in the minds 
of the workers to cause them to break their 
chains, but there is no reason why this should 
be true of all nations. Mexico does not need 
“0 pass through all the / varying stages of

capitalism nor does she need to have her 
resources drained by exploiters before she is 
ready for the Go-operative Commonwealth. It 
is perfectly possible for her to retain her 
national individuality and to remain only par- 
tially developed, until there is enough 
solidarity among her workers, and they are 
well-informed enough to establish a Soviet 
Government. 0 This would mean a longer 
period of industrial undevelopment, or what 
the Napoleons of finance would call ignorance 
and lethargy, but it. would also mean less of 
cut-throat competition, frenzied money-making 
and heartless brutalities to the workers. 
Material progress, measured in dollars and 
cents, would be a little slower than some would 
wish, but the country would also be spared • 
some of the nerve-racking, body-breaking and 
soul-killing that characterises the “business 
efficiency” of other nations. And when the
workers came into their own, there would be 
vaster springs of wealth to be tapped for the 
benefit of all the people. More would be left 
for the proletariat because the capitalists had 
used less.

Mexico is in the making. She will not 
become a powerful capitalistic and imperial
istic nation for a variety of reasons which will 
suggest themselves to the reader. She has 
not a chance in the world of winning at the 
great international game of dollars and 
diplomacy even if she tried—and she won’t 
try! She has too much sense to imagine that 
she would stand a ghost of a show with the big 
finance-empires of the world even if she waited 
hundreds of years. Nevertheless, she is in 
the making, and she will do one of these two 

• things—either become a helpless pawn in the 
grip of one or more of the huge imperialistic 
nations, or remain a nation independent 
politically, but backward commercially and in- 
dustrially. If she becomes the former, the 
day of her salvation will be put off still farther 
and the grip of international capitalism on the 
world will be even more vice-like than now. If 
she remains the latter, her workers will have 
an opportunity to study, organise and prepare 
for the time when they will do the governing. 
The period of waiting will enable them to fit 
themselves better for their coming responsi- 
bilities. Nationalism, as a means to an end, 
will be a boon to the Mexican proletariat, 

- hastening the time when the workers of the 
country can join hands with the workers of 
other countries in Proletarian Internationalism.

This will not meet with the favour of some 
whose dogmatism impels them to try to pound 
round pegs into square holes, whose blind pur- 
suit of a general principle causes them to ignore 
the practical • application of it. Anarcho- 
syndicalists will see herein a surrender to the 
gospel, of nationalism. Sophists paid by 
capitalists to stir up dissension in Radical ranks 
will seek to arouse the antipathy of these same 
Anarcho-syndicalists against all who seek to 
save Mexico from intervention and invasion. 
Luis N. Morones, agent of Samuel Gompers in 
the recent Mexican Socialist Congress, used 
these very tactics, accusing me of aiding a 
bourgeois Government because I prefer a 
Carranza Government (or any other kind of a 
Mexican Government, forthat matter) to 
American control here.Yet the point in- 
volved has been fully understood by all genuine 
authorities on Communism. . Louis O. Fraina. 
in Revoluticnafy Socialism, page 145, says:—

"Revolutionary Socialism adopts a policy of un- 
relenting antagonism toward nationalism in fully 
developed capitalist nations (only in pre-capitalist 
nations that are the objectives of imperialism, such 
as —gYPt, China and India, is nationalism progres- 
sve.) The nation is an historical product, and

Stgnificamxe: and our attitude-is determined by 
the mevaifing historical conditions. It is this cir- 
cumstance that makes necessary our opposition to nationalism in highly developed imperialistic coun- 

tres, and our favQurtng nationdlispi in the Revolu
tionary‘-sense in the pre-capitalist countries that 
are ‘Be oojeenvesof imperialism.

In Mexico ’ nationalism points the way to 
partial escape from international capitalism 
and affords an avenue leading to international 
Communism. If Mexico • were a great 
capitalist nation with colonies all over the globe, 
or if Mexico wanted to be such, it would be 
different. But Mexico is nothing of the kind, 
and has no such aspirations. On the con- 
trary, she is only a young, struggling nation 
composed mainly of people with little education 
and with no desire to dominate the markets of 
the world. The ambition of the average 
Mexican is to get a good living. He knows 
vothing of international trade balances and 
cares less. His ignorance may be responsible 
largely for this improvidence, but educate him 
and you do not change him much. The 
Mexican psychology is not a commercial 
psychology. Peon and intellectual, labourer 
and aristocrat, despite the difference of their 
habits, notions of cleanliness and ideals of
happiness, are essentially the same psycho 

logically. Once in a long while you find a 
Mexican who thirsts for gold, but only once in 

, a long while. Such a Mexican has probably 
lived in the United States or Europe or at 
least travelled there. The aboriginal Mexican 
is generous to a fault, takes no thought of the 
morrow, and is supremely satisfied if he ‘has 
physical necessities.

Ignorance not only is bliss under certain 
circumstances, but it is also an accelerator in 
the direction of freedom. Because the native 
Mexican knows nothing of the wisdom of the 
world and counts it as folly when he is intro
duced to it, he is a more hopeful potential 
convert to Bolshevism than if he and several 
generations of ancestors had lived under 
capitalism and been saturated with the doctrine 
that private property, profit, rent and interest 
are sacred institutions and fundamental 
necessities.

This, then, is the particular reason why Com- 
munists ought to defend Mexico and help her 
retain her individuality. Mexico is not fertile 
soil for capitalism. The Mexicans have an 
inherent distrust for big business. And this 
distrust has grown into intense hatred in many 
cases because of the robbery,abuse and 
suffering that the Mexican masses have usually 
experienced at the hands of miners, oil men 
and other investors who have come to Mexico.

Capitalists have a keen appreciation of the 
situation—keener, in fact, than have some 
Radicals. They know that Mexico is a potential 
harvest-meadow for Bolshevism. Practi
cally all the mines, factories, oil wells and 
banks, and even most of the stores in the 
country, are owned by foreigners? So when 
the class struggle begins to be felt, it is in 99. 
cases out of a 100 a struggle between Mexican 
labour and foreign capital. Obviously a 
nation of working folk, a people almost en
tirely hewers of wood and drawers of water, is 
the stuff of which Soviets and Communism can 
be made. That the recognition of this danger 
to capitalism is a prime reason for the pro- 
intervention propaganda, ‘may be seen with 

‘ half an eve. True, capitalism needs new 
markets, new resources and new supplies of 

. cheap labour, but a more impelling motive is 
the fear that clutches at the heart of capitalism 
—fear that Mexico, already the asylum of thou- 
s and s ofpolitical offenders, .exiles. Radicals 
and slackers’ may become ar breeding-place 
of Bolshevism, from which the flames of the 
social revolution will creep out over the rest of . 
America!

It will be remembered that in Russia the 
Mensheviki and Socialist Revolutionaries, in 
contradiction to the Bolsheviki, did not think 
Russia was economically ripe for the revolu- 
tion. They believed that the country must first 
be developed by capitalism. Subsequent events 

proved them to be wrong, and that the estab- 
lishment of the Soviet State came easier pro- 
tably, than it would if Russia bad been under 
. - ; Continued or next page, co\. 1.
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THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT:
FOR A NATIONAL PROGRAMME.

The surging tide of demands from the industrial 
organisation of the working class grow, no less," 
volume. From every section they are, brought 
forward and usually without any regard for the 
demands of others or consideration of the ways and 
means of giving effect to them. It is more often by accident that demands coincide than asa m»«b. 

real co-operation of the various organisations; 
indeed, it is remarkable that these demands should manifest so many points of agreement as thax.dn: 
Yet the fact that they are conceived in discon- 
nested fashion is strongly emphasised, by th; « 
tional methods pursued in order to attain them.. 
It is deplorable that such should be the case after the many grievous struggles , throughout the 
centuries of trade union experience. — 2.70The rapid’concentration of power in capitalist 
organisations of the State has now brought us to 
the stage when no big move can be made by any 
section of labour without an immediate mobilisa- 
lion of all the forces . ' ie disposal of the employ- 
ing class. It can be safely asserted that the 
rapidity with which the Government of the day 
moves to prevent any strike is an indication of 
the power ire can exercise to effect our demands. 
To persist, therefore, in making sectional challenges 
to the powers that be, is the height, of foolishness.

Moreover, the highly complex stage which we have 
reached in the development of the industrial 
machinery of society makes it almost impossible 
for any section of the workers to be involved in 
strikes* without the remainder being placed in the 
position of constitutional blacklegs, directly or 
indirectly assisting the employing class in main- 
taining its domination over the workers. These 
facts, impressive in their significance, urge the 
unification of our forces and the drawing together 
to formulate demands of a character which shall be 
generally applicable to all the workers, and only 
variable according to the character of the industry 
in which the different sections of workers are en- 
gaged. The relationship of the demands to the 
unifying process is all important..

We organise for a purpose, we must unify for a

To talk of a "General Staff" and to have 
RZefnite goal other than a wilderness in which to wander is an intolerable anomaly. To have 
townar"stat" to lead us to a wrong goal is finally intolerable. But no General Staff exists in 
the industrial army of the workers, nor has the 

•unification of demands yet been accomplished. Even Where the industries have become more or less 
cleSv defined, • and the • industrial1 organisations 
have approximated thereto, a vitriety of pro- 
grammes exists.

Within the mining industry, there is the Sankey the original demands of the Miners
FeReration, the demands of the unofficial section 
in the South Wales coalfield : demands re Income . 
Tax and the like. In the building industry, pro- 
bosals are afoot for industrial .Councils and 
a variety of wagesdemands. A railway shopman’s 
programme exists, alongside demands for part 
control. In the engineering industry, there are 
varying demands, but little of a comprehensive 
character.

And so we can proceed throughout the whole 
range of industry and find the sectionalised pro- 
ductions floating hither and thither. But. how- 
ever much these may vary, one feature of vital 
significance to the future of the working class 18. 
contained in a number of the schemes I have men- 
tioned. In the mining, building, and railway pro- 
grammes, the demand for control of industry has 
exhibited itself. The form it has taken, indicates 
the tentative, hesitant manner in which the trade 
union leaders have groped towards the great issues 
involved in the struggle of the working class 
towards freedom, the degree of conservation latent 
in their institutions and the influence or Sine revolu
tionary thought of the era we have entered, the 
mark of the “simple" trade unionist is upon al the 

’ schemes. Big things have been conceived in itte 
terms. Class issues are approached piecemeal; with 
consequences undesirable and regrettable. So much 
is this the case, that the idea of trade union 
leaders moving on to- the management boards of

capitalist enterprises, is deemed to be part control 
by the workers, when in reality, it means a com- 
bination of capitalists and trade union eaders for 
the exploitation of the working class.

Control” which leaves in subjection the vast 
army of labour, is a snare and a veritable danger to 
them in their struggle towards freedom. Any 
control which they may exercise, however, demands 
organisation which can function in the everyday 
operations of industry. This demand for the 
organisation of the workers in workshops, fac
tories. mills and mines, in yards and on railways, 
is recognised and perverted in the direction of the 
stabilisation of Capitalism. In order to challenge 
this process in every direction, therefore, it is im- 
perative that the rank and file shall themselves 
review these programmes, draw out of them all 
elements of a perverted ■ character, and put into 
them such proposals that do not detract the 
workers from the historic task they are now called 
upon to perform. Such a programme is urgent 
and necessary to guide and direct our efforts.

With common objectives before the various indus- 
trial workers, with a clear recognition of what such 
a programme will demand, the workers can be 
mobilised effectively, a General Staff be formed, 
and the surging movements of the workers be con- 
verged towards the common good

The Conference of January 10th and 11th, 1920. . 
convened by the National Administrative Council 
of the Shop Stewards’ and Workers’ .Committees 
is asked to draw up such a programme, and every 
committee, whether in workshop, factory, mill or 
mine, is invited to elect delegates, send for pre- 
liminary agenda, discuss the problems and make 
their proposals. No time should be wasted 
Courage, initiative, audacity,clear thinking, a 
definite purpose—these things this hour of history 
demands of every member of the working class. 
Inertia is fatal. Inertia mustnot prevail.

J. 1. MURPHY.
The agenda, etc., for the Conference can be ob- ' 

tained from 10. Tudor-street. E.C.4.
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the complex industrial conditions of some other 
countries. There is a slight parallel between 
Mexico and Russia in this regard—veryslight, 
yet enough to warrant the assumption that it 
will be easier to establish Soviets in Mexico be- 
cause the structure of capitalism here, which 
must be torn down, is so incompletely and 
loosely put together. . Si . ,

"Capitalism has now become ripe for Social- 
ism.” The words are Lenin’s. He did not say 
ripe in the United States and not ripe in 
Mexico, nor ripe in England but not ripe in 
Japan. Evidently he believed capitalism is 
sufficiently ripe everywhere so that Proletarian 
Dictatorship in all countries may be but a 
matter of a few months,' a few years at the 
longest. ‘ . ‘

The Great Change is imminent. The Ke volu
tion is almost upon us. Mexico is one of the 
important strategic points which Capitalism 
wants to possess before we Bolshevists get it.

The American working class can prevent in- 
tervention, keep Mexico an independent nation 
and win this preliminary strategy if it acts 
promptly. (

Its duty is plain. - It must organise at once for 
a general strike in the United States if troops 
are again sent into Mexico, or even if the atti
tude of the Government at Washington indi
cates that it needs, an object lesson.

Intervention in Mexico must be prevented at 
any cost.

Mass action by American workers will pre
vent it, and preserve Mexico as a base for the 
International Proletariat.

The “Dreadnought" can be obtained from 

al ‘Newsagents. \ you experience any 

difficulty write to- 152, Fleet Street.

MANIFESTO.
To THE WORKERS or FRANCE, ENGLAND, ITAr. 

AMERICA.

Annual Subscription to DREADNOUGHT

GREETINGS,—'
More than a year Russia has been shut off from 

the rest of the world by the Allied Governments. 
The hypocrisy and hate shown by the Govern
ments of France, England, Italy and America, 
fought in the war in the name of democracy and 
the right of all people to choose their own former 
Government, is-now more clearly shown in this . 
latest most raw and dastardly attempt to deny the 
Russian , people self-determination. . We, the 
undersigned, have no reason nor desire to defend 
any ruler or form of Government, because as revo- 
lutionists we fight for Liberty and Communism 
against all forms of Governmental tyranny; but 
we must cry out against "democratic ’ Govern
ment attempting to interfere in the internal 
affairs of Soviet Russia. The conditions there are 
unspeakable. The people starve, freeze and die 
for the lack of the barest necessities.

The fact that the counter-revolutionary forces are 
getting assistance in the form of military sup- 
plies, money, food, ammunition and soldiers, is a 
direct violation of the democratic principles de- 

■ clared by your Governments, and much more so is 
the indirect intervention and blockade against 
Russia a crime, which strikes direct at innocent 
men, women and children.

Workers, comrades in France, England, Italy . 
and America, friends of liberty, the right of the 
individual, group and nations self-determination 
is at stake. We come to you in the nameof ' 
humanity, culture, solidarity, liberty and Revolu- 
tionary Socialism demanding that you do every- 
thing-you can to stop your Governments from 
interfering in the internal affairs of Russia and give 
its people a chance to live in peace.

May you all. comrades and brothers, come to an 
. understanding as to the methods to use in forcing 

your Governments to take their blood-stained 
hands off Russia.. Give the Russian Revolution, 
although a more political and far from our ideal 
of a social revolution, a chance to develop, free 
from the pressure and interference of tyrannical 
and reactionary Governments.

Workers, proletarians, we demand that you use 
all your power, and through direct action, the 
general strike and the boycott stop your Govern- 
ments from continuing their present policy of blood 
and iron in Russia. in |

We, on our part, promise to use every method at 
our command to blockade, and boycott all Allied 
ships in the Swedish ports.

Brothers and workers of the Allied countries;, 
let us join hands above the heads of all Govern- 
ments. - -

Long live the, international soliduritir op the 
working class.

Long live. int'er national brotherhood;
Down with all Governments. the f^tate;. and' 

Capitalism. -
Long line free federal Commtmism. .

The Young Socialist Party of Sweden.
The Central Organisation of Swedish 

Workers / Syndicalist.

FREEDOM.
A Journal of Anarchist Communism.

Monthly, 20. ; Annual Sub., 2s. 6a.
Agents wanted. 1s. 6d. for 13.

FREEDOM Press, 127, OSSULSTON STREET
London, N.W. 1.

Are you a member of THE

The December PLEBS gives some excellent rea
sons why all class-conscious Socialists should be 
in touch’with “the pioneer organisation in the field 
of Independent Working-Class Education.” Think 
it over and let us hear from you.
IT The PLEBS (3d. monthly, 31d postpaid) is obtain
able from all Labour Bookstalls, or from the Plebs 
League, lla Penywern Road, Earls Court, S.W.5.#

GIVE THIS PAPER TO A FRIEND.

I AMBER 1ST.—Mr. Bonar Law, in reference to 
I, Punishment of the officers who had the Rev. 
the TP O’Donnell imprisoned, remarked: "It is not 
P ,i condemn people until they are heard’! ! 
nsua DENIKIN’S AIR Servioe.
I general Denikin has been sent 277 aeroplanes, and 
107 Royal Air Force officers, and 300 airmen are 
"Lnowith Denikin. But they are volunteers!

4 BEYOND THE PALE.
DECEMBRR 2ND—Mr. Harmsworth • - ‘ ‘No pass- 

. 5 have been issued for British subjects to travel 
t soviet Russian territory, and there is no present 
Etention of altering the Regulations under which 

such applications are refused.” If Bolshevik’ 
Tile is what the British chaplain writing in the 
rimes maintains it to be, then from the point of 

of the British Government, passports should 
lot only not be refused, but granted for the asking 
But the Government fears that its anti-Bolshevik - 
propaganda will beundermined, and prevents 
people from seeing the truth for themselves. Just 

the War Office detained the three prisoners of 
war, recently returned from Russia, to prevent 
hrst-hand information being circulated.

FEAR OF TRUTH.

I Mr. Illingworth: "It would be contrary to the 
policy of the Allied Governments to open up com- 
munication with those parts of Russia which are in 
Bolshevik occupation, even if it were practicable to 
do 60." Another proof of the dread the Govern- 
ment has of facts reaching the general English 
public !

A HRRo’s FAMILY.
DEOEMBER 3RD.—The widow of a private of the 

Black Watch is left with six children, the eldest 
thirteen, the youngest (twins) aged two years. Yet all a grateful country can give her is 8/3 a week 
pension, because the medical advisers of the Minis- ter of Pensions found no connection between his 
death in 1918 and the wounds he received in 1915. 
Yet, as a result of these wounds, his leg had to be 
amputated. "

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE.
I DECEMBER 4TH.—Mr. Lloyd George told the House 
that the Conference on Russia, about which he spoke so confidently some weeks ago, is still uncertain as to time and place.

BUTTER.

The Ministry of Food refused to purchase 2,000 
Lib of Dutch butter last week because the price 
asked was £26 per cwt. more than the price 
which the Government is paying for Danish. Why 
not have made up for the increase in price by ab- 
sorbing some of that £3,000,000 profit?
I PROROGATION.

I The Prime Minister stated that it was the hope 
the Government to prorogue the House December

Brd, "in order to give hon. members a rest before 
Bey renew their onerous tasks next year." At the 
same time he mentioned that the next Session 
would begin early in February. The Coal Bill and 
many other equally vital measures will thus hang 
ire until February, as far as the House of Com- 
Bous is concerned. Will, not this shelving of pro- 
mises bring home more forcibly the futility of Par- 
lamentary Government. to the workers of this coiutry ?

Insa POLICE. .
I , Hartshorn (Lab.) drew attention to the fact 
f । near Boyle, Co. Roscommon, a party of police 
■red on a motor-car because the driver did not stop 
hen challenged. The Government, however, con- 

senoxthis method of procedure, and will take no

n r "FAIRPLAY."
I 1 Devlin moved the adjournment of the House 
K ascertain what reparation was going to be

Captain Rev. T. J. O’Donnell, who had 
fern arrested and court-martialled on the charge of 
dahng.seditious language in Killarney. The court 

him, and Mr. Devlin and other members 
ethatsome sort of apology should be made for 
neppas.treatment of this Australian who had come 
ten K Ireland. But Mr Churchill upheld the 
E o. his minions, and left the House no hope

British Militarism could apologise I
INDIA.

5Tn The Government of India Bill 
L shaled on December 3rd, 4th, and 5th. All 

wonkagu could say in its favour was that this 
if trhrst step in Reform. In ten years time ion le-Indians have not decided to have a revolu. 
Kthen—Mr. Montagu hopes that a wider 
Engl 5 Government will be “given” to the In- 
India, osadyaneed Indians say when speaking of 
onsequewbas the House of Commons does is of no 
World pace, the Indians are more alive to the 
maginal oution than the British Government 
nterminag Therefore, this Bill now passed; after 
mwerbnable debates, is likely to be as fruitless and ■ as an Irish Home Rule Bill

M. 0 'C.

RATTLING THE SWORD.
Because the Allies accuse Germany of not carry

ing. out the Armistice bond to the letter, a further 
advance into Germany has been attempted. These 
vanquished people must learn that they are con- 
quered; otherwise the heroic Allies propose making 
war on them to teach them. Who said peace?

RUSSIA WANTS PEACE.
Again Soviet Russia offers to negotiate with all 

the Allies or with any one of them. Will the T.U. 
Conference, sitting as we go to press, insist that the
British Government peace now I The
question of peace with Esthonia will probably be 
decided this week at Dorpat. Workers, see to it 
that the whole Continent of Europe quickly follows 
suit, and makes peace also- with , Soviet Russia.

LIT VINOFF ‘S MISSION.
The Times is trying to misinterpret the 

mission of Maxim Litvinoff at Copenhagen. It 
thinks Litvinof merely thought of the exchange of 
prisoners as a ruse to get to Scandinavia. This
vile misrepresentation of Bolshevik motives proves 
that the Times means '
retarding the possibility of peace.

use every means of
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Tia VA IMPORTANT.
sii-dvor of "Vo\ksrecht" assures us that 
s his article many weeks ago, but it has 

then." received, possibly contributions from 
I comrades have also met a similar fate.

Ed. W D.

THE GERMAN INDEPENDENTS.
Our readers having perused the excellent articles 

in this issue on Socialism in Germany will ap- 
preciate the decision of the Leipsic Conference. 
The Independents are reported to have joined the 
Third International. It is to be hoped that con
firmation of this will reach us in time for our next 
issue.

A 
about

IRELAND.
veritable reign of terror has been brought

in Ireland by Castle misrule.
Westminster wiseacres intend to

Yet the 
introduce &

measure in the Commons on Monday which it is
imagined will find favour in Ireland, 
land never learn?

ANOTHER NEWS
Madrid has followed Pa 

newspaper employees. T 
complete character possib!

rike of 
e most 
rybody

Will Eng-

in connection with the prouucun 01 a newspaper, 
from editors to messenger bovs, and compositors to 
greasers, and even to the vendors, all the respective 
unions having united unanimously in an effort to 
obtain their demand of a 50 per cent, increase all 
round.

ARMY AND NAVY STORES.
On December 4th over 3.000 employees of the 

Army and Navy Stores struck work for increases in 
their disgracefully low wages. Owing to the coming 
Christmas season, the strike was patched up in two 
days, and the directors agreed to "National wage 
rates for the vehicle workers and the bakers, and 
the shop assistants’ programme would be submitted 
to arbitration, awards under which in respect of 
wages would be made retrospective to November 
Ist; employees would return, to work this morning 
(Saturday, 6th) wherever possible, and would receive 
a full week’s wage" for this week on the basis of 
last week’s earnings.

But, surely, these are mere promises. We hope 
the employees will not be too patient, and will in- 
sist on the directors carrying out these very meagre 
concessions.

COMMUNISM IN GERMANY.
AUGUST THALHEIMER. (A Member of THE Communist PARTY EXECUTIVE).

At the last meeting of the German Communist 
Party important decisions were arrived at, which 
are of special interest to the development of the 
revolutionary movement in Western countries. On 
that account the development of the German Com- 
munist Party is of particular importance for wes- 
tern people; for not only is the activity of the Ger- 
man party geographically between Russia and 
Western Europe, but it works in a more advanced 
milieu than that on which the Russian Soviet Re- 

. public was founded. The problems which the Com- 
munist movement in Germany must tackle are 
mainly those with which all Western civilisation will 
be met. .

Take the agrarian problem as a case in point 
Our Russian comrades had to solve this question 
in a different manner from us, owing to political and 
economic differences. Great Russia, on the whole, 
had little to do with the problem of large estates 
and cultivation on a large scale, for in Russia large 
estates were managed on the small holding system. 
The agrarian conditions in Germany, however, are 
similar to those in western countries; large estates, 
cultivated by the most modern methods on a large 
scale, and between these extremes a hardy cult of 
small and large peasant farmers. Whilst France is 
particularly interested in small scale production, 
and England in large estates and their cultivation, 
theagrarian problem beforethe German Com- 
munists covers both countries, and its solution 
should be of interest to them. .

The question of tactics, too which the last Party 
meeting dealt with, is of equal importance. The at
titude of the. Communist Party to Syndicalism, 
which has taken root in a strange way within the 
Party, was discussed at length. In Russia this new 
Syndicalism was of no importance, but France must 
tackle this phase, and England has similar ten- 
dencies to deal with in the I.W.W. movement. Ger
man Communists, in their decision on this point, 
have solved a problem, which sooner or later must 
be solved by all western countries. That decision 
favoured the sharp division between Marxian Com- 
munism and Syndicalist or new-Syndicalist ten
dencies. The basic problem which this discussion 
brought forward was the existence of the political 
party: the question being whether the Party should 
undertake the political leadership of the revolu- 

.tionary workers, or should become a sort of general 
mixture of an economic political uniform party. 

. But the meeting decided against new-Syndicalist 
‘tendencies, and the idea of an economic-political 
uniform party the development of the political 
party, the meeting held to be a question of life or 
death for the development of the Revolution; the 
industrial struggle, on the other hand, required 
special organisations, namely unions. Few were in 
disagreement with this decision, and even those few 
showed inclinations of working with the Party 
again.

Further points in the tactics of the party were 
those of parliamentary and industrial action. Both 
of these problems are equally vital for England. 
France, Italy, etc. : because with them similar cir- 
cumstances to those in Germany prevail. In Russia 
Parliamenthad only had a short life, and the 
workers had not suffered the same bad experiences 
with it as did the German workers. Russian trade 
unions, too, differ greatly from those in Germany am" -Western Erope. In Russia they were a part

of the first Russian Revolution, and they bore the 
stamp of Revolution on their brow. But in Germany 
trade unionism is the result of a time of political 
stagnation, its bureaucracy and tactics became con- 
servative in peace time, and counter-revolutionary 
in the Revolution. In France, in England, and in 
many other western countries revolutionary workers 
will have the same task as German workers have in 
front of them : the revolutionising of the trade 
unions. «

As for parliamentary action, the mere fact of 
being anti-parliamentary does not constitute Com- 
munisi; it is rather the Syndicalist conception. 
For Communists, the Party decided, parliamentary 
action is a question of expediency and not a funda
mental problem. Syndicalists shut out any possi
bility of parliament being used for revolutionary 
ends; but the Communist Party recognises this 
possibility with certain reservations. The Indepen- 
dent Socialist Party is still undecided as to whether 
the workers should use Parliament on attaining 
power, but we Communists have made our final de
cision that the Soviet system is the only means of 
carrying out theDictatorship of the Proletariat. 
Another marked difference between the Communist 
Party and the Independent Socialist Party lies in 
the different idea of the form -parliamentary activity 
should take. The Independents favour influencing 
Parliament itself; the Communists only see in Par- 
lament a means of revolutionising the masses out- 
side of Parliament. The Communist Party of Ger- 
many is of opinion that abstention from using Par
liament is only justifiable when such abstention 
is a signal for the decisive struggle for power.

How, then, is the counter-revolutionary trade 
union bureaucracy to be overcome? The Party 
holds the opinion that the trade unions can be made 
helpful in the Revolution by expelling the counter- 
revolutionarybureaucrats. On that account the 
Party considers it to be of the greatest importance 
for its members to pull together within the unions, 
and thus bring about their revolutionary advance- 
ment. But the new-Syndicalists consider the trade 
unions anti-r evolution ary, and as such propose or- 
zanising the revolutionary element within them for 
the. industrial struggle in special workers’ organi- 
sations. But the Communist Party is opposed to 
this idea on the ground that such outside organisa- 
wans would be ineffective, and, further, that the 
new members of trade unions would be deprived’of 
the influence of Communists within the unions. We 
feel that this problem must be solved, in a similar 
manner in England, and also in France. .

Recently, a sort of National Communism has 
arisen in Hamburg, a group that preaches war 
against.England, and for that end is ready to join 
issue with the bourgeoisie. The Communist Party

Germany thoroughly disapproves of this nation- 
alist move, since its tactics are wholly international.

The class war on international lines is the only 
struggle which must take precedence of the specific 
national interests of the workers.

The class war in England is not identical in all 
its bearings with that of Germany, but analogies 
may be drawn between both countries which cannot 
be without use. There is naturally no question of a 
literal transfer of the methods used in one country 
to another; but the tactics used in Germany will 
be modified for the particular circumstances preva. 
en- in Prgland, and ueed accordingly.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. By L. A. Motler.
RED RIOT. ...

No doubt, Henry, you have often listened pa
tiently to some propagandist spouting for all he 
was wort h; and at the end you may have asked 
how these here Socialists mean to bring it 
about. As that is a question which must have 
cecurre often to others of the Dubb family, let 
us hat a good look at it and see what the news 
is going to be.

In 1 he first place it cannot be too often ex- 
plaine I that the how to-do-it must be the work 
of the workers themselves. If it is left to leaders 
of any sort, it simply means leaving the people 
where they were, and merely putting the power 
in the ands of other men. Of course, these 
men may be honest, but they will “run things’ 
as it strikes them best. You have only to look 
at the near adoption of State Capitalism (or 
Socialism, if you like) in Soviet Russia to see 
how ti e that is.

Now, of course, neither Lenin nor Trotsky 
can forve Communism or any kind of advanced 
theory 1 n a people who are not prepared for it. 
The per ple don't understand the subtleties of 
govern n ient. But, although they may be willing 
to let 1 enin do their thinking for them, they 
would in the main rather "mind their own 
business ‘‘

It m* seem a rather risky thing to let the 
people Jo things for themselves without wise 
men to ruide them; but in the end the folly 
of the fil and the wisdom of the wise are gen
erally mitch of a muchness. The people have to 
learn to look after themselves, and they cannot 
do it unless they find out for themselves.

Still, i t a revolution, there is a state of things 
when thu se who have made the Revolution are 
dazed and don’t know what steps to take next. 
It is when this thing happens that the " leader” 
steps in and puts a bridle on the Revolution 
and tries to drive it in the direction he thinks it
ught to go. some such nobody has

stepped into the seat of power which the people 
had emptied, the Revolution is sure to be driven

off the highway into the avenues of politics. In.- 
stend of being a Revolution for the full eman- 
cipation of the people, it becomes merely the 
battering ram for the achievement of the aims 
of a party.

The best time, then, for the people to learn 
how to govern themselves is here and now. They 
must learn to take the Revolution as a job. 
That is to say, the workers should say to them- 
selves, 'There are some forty millions of peo- 
ple in these islands; and we have factories, 
machinery, tools, and everything needful for 
producing goods, land for producing food, in \ 
short, everything we need. The problem is to 
find food, houses, clothes and food for these 
fe I ty millions. The capitalists have failed to- 
do it. That means that the present system has 
failed. Let us see if we cannot ix our minds., 
on this task and make a good job of it. ’'

They will at once see from the above that the 
first thing is to have control of the means of . 
producing goods and food; that is, fields, fac- 
tones, and workshops, as ‘ Kropotkin has it. 
Schemes of co-partnership, joint-control, and 
the like are never likely to succeed, because the 
'owner' insists on his "ownership ' Complete 
control by the people is, therefore, essential.

All this, of course, means Revolution, with 
a capital R. It may mean bloodshed, but that 
will not come from the people in the first case.: 
It will come from the 'propertied class,” who 
will have the support of the usual defenders of 
property—aided nowadays by tanks, armoured 
cars, Lewis guns, and bombing aeroplanes. The 
'owners’ of property cannot see the justice of 
the case. They cannot argue, they can only 
shoot, hang, imprison.

Surely, no human being will deny the right of 
another human being to food, shelter, clothing ? 
These are the prime necessities of life. To 
argue that if everybody had all three, nobody 
would work, is absurd. Clothes, food, and 
houses do not fall like manna from heaven. No 
work means no goods. This country is a rich

Labour Commissariat in Soviet Russia.
Clubs and schools for the illiterate are being 

cpened by the Russian Soviet Labour Com-
n issariat; the factories
technical courses.

and workshops have
In the near future the

trade unions, and all decisions on rates of pay, 
measures against unemployment, etc., are 
carried out jointly by the Labour Commissariat 
and the trade unions. The College of the

Central Soviet intends to start courses to train 
■ in trade union questions, but even now practi 

cally every trade union has its own professional 
and political organ.

The tasks to be dealt with by trade unions 
are discussed at length at the various con- 
greases: the Mensheviks stand for the old 
school and argue that improvements can only 
be made by strikes and collective bargaining. 
They maintain that as long as people work for 
wages they must be protected against the 
State, just as formerly they had to be pro- 
tested against the private employer.

This theory does not meet with much 
sympathy, and at all the congresses there is 
an overwhelming majority for the Soviet 
Government and for the methods adopted by 
the trade unions. It is significant that at 
the last conference of workshop committees, 
out or 200 delegates who were non-party 
before the close of the conference, 100 had 
joined the Communist Party.

Parallel with the trade unions and in close 
contact with them is the People's Labour Com■ 
missariat. After the October (November) 
Revolution this Commissariat met with the 
same fate as other ministries, namely all the 
en ployees left with the exception of five watch- 
men and messengers. The Commissary ap- 
proached the trade unions and from their re- 
present atives formed a College, whereupon 
the Soviet of People’s Commissaries delegated 
their plenipotentiaries. Since then the 
Labour Commissariat depends entirely on the

Labour Commissariat has a majority of trade 
representatives, sanctioned by theunion

Central Executive Committee of Soviets.
Trade unionists predominate in most depart- 
ments of the Labour Commissariat and the 
activities of both institutions are so closely 
connected that their complete amalgamation is 
contemplated.

The following measures have been intro- 
duced by the Labour Commissariat: (1) The 
eight hour day; (2) No employment under the 
age of 14; (3) A six hour day between the ages 
of 16 and 18; (4) No regular overtime, which 
is only sanctioned in extraordinary cases; 
(5) No night work for women and minors; 
(6) Nursing mothers to have time every three 
hours to attend to their babies; (7) Care of 
workers after the age of 60, when they retire 
with full pay; (8) Workers between 55 and 60 
can demand to be medically examined, and 
may be retired on full pay before the age of 
(: (9) Workers are entitled to one month’s 
leave after 12 months’ service (this has been 
reduced to a 1 fortnight owing to the critical
situation). The ‘ Labour Commissariat
regulates wages, which have been calculated 
and worked out by the trade unions. The
supervision of all
Labour Commissariat

the requirements of the
entrusted to

inspectors, and every trade union has also a 
commission for the protection of the workers - 
The Labour Commissariat has branches in the 
provinces of the same type as the central 
organisation. It is now putting into practice 
the decrees elaborated by it.

country, but there is very little of this wealth in 
hard cash ; the wealth is produced from day to 
day. So the "sharing out” stunt is a footles, 
stocking without any leg. There is no sub. 
stance about it.

Appeals to the rich in the name of humanity 1 
or even "Christian charity,” won't wash. Let 
us remember that we have an alleged Chris, 
tian religion for two thousand years; of course, 
there are people who will say that Christianity 
has never been tried, but it goes without saying 
that this is a “Christian country," whatever 
that may mean. The only thing to do is for 
the people simply to take over what belongs 
to them. They have often been assured that 
it is their country. They would simply be 
taking the ruling classes at their word.

Precisely how a revolution can come about 
depends on the people. If a small minority 
chooses a certain moment to rush it through, 
then that means fighting, and trusting to the 
people to back up the minority who are "out 
for revolution.” On the other hand, if a good 
part of the people understand exactly what a 
Revolution amounts to, there will be very little 
bloodshed; certainly not much more murdering 
clone than there is done here every day in this 
'Christian country' by people whom one may 
call “respectable Christians. ” Certainly, one 
seldom hears of a revolutionary being tried for 
murder.
• And if there is any shooting done, it must 
come from the other side; and it will be done 
by members of the working class. It must be 
remembered that the police, the army, the 
navy, the airmen, would all be producing food! 
or clothes, or building houses, if the capitalists 
did not take them away from work to protect 
property. Now you know who owns most of 
the ' property ” ! * And, further, these police are 
paid for by the whole people.

The "defenders of property" ■ must be del 
fenders of the people.

“THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM."*
By Douglas GOLDRING.

One wonders why this quite interesting play was 
destined particularly for a “People’s Theatre. 1 
From the statement of this aim, and from much 
of the preface, one is led to expect that the main 
theme will have, at any rate, some reference to the 
great wrong from which the “people” are suffer 
ing, and which, it is hoped, the coming revolution 
will destroy, namely, the economic wrong . I

But the freedom for which Margaret, the heroine 
fights is a personal one, the freedom from the 
dictatorship of family, friends and lover; and I 
is this motive which prompts her very sudde" 
volte-face in exchanging Oliver (the Socialist) 101 
Philip (the Treasury clerk). mJ

The constant allusion in the play to the m1." 
class' has little value nowadays; money, that 
the ability to command the labour-power of others; 
is the dominant factor in present-day society 
Oliver's “twang" would be calmly swallowed 1 
the circles where an income similar to his 1S ] 
fairly average one. By the way, his somewna" 
canny self-congratulation on the amount he earns 
compared with the wages of "the fools’ he." 
“always girding against" sounds a rather jarring 
note. One is a little worried, too, in trying " 
understand how Eleanor Lambert earns her very 
comfortable 'keep' in the interval of waiting. 
The Dawn. She is a single and still able-bodi" 
woman, who, in a time of acute house shortage, 
has a home to herself in a fairly expensive Inca 
she can “ring for' whiskies and sodas; she 
beautiful furniture, and quantities of flowers", 
are her principal extravagance. But her 
seems free for visits and long conversations: 
the only allusion to any possible work done by 
are the mention , of her reading of Hansard 
Mrs. Lambert's vague hint of a speech at I, 
Park corner. One can of course think out. a ra 
elaborate invention to cover the omission, 
something more definite is needed in the case, 
woman who is supposed to represent the most 
cere type of Socialist. 1 I

The characters are well drawn, and therein, 
plenty of genuine and restrained humour 
play, although perhaps the dramatic interest | 
rather over-weighted with discussion and skatepiena 
of opinions. One sees no reason why The J 
for Freedom should not take its chance an r 
ordinary theatre. , , —

* Published by C. W. Daniel, Ltd., Grana" 
House, Tudor-street, E.C.4. Cloth, 3/6, par" 
cover, 2/- net.

THE FUTURE OF PEACE AND WAR.
By L. TROTSKY.

1. WAR POSSIBLE IN THE FUTURE? Is NOT sical relic of the past, and so on. With the
WAR Inevitable? bare aphorism that "struggle is the basis of

I Quasi-erudite and profound bourgeois lifeone will not go far in this question, as 
babblers put the. question : Is war possible in 
the future? Is not war inevitable? And they 
come to the conclusion that war is inevitable.

■ As we know, there already exists a consider.
able amount of literature on this subject. But 

our time the question has left the domain 
0 literature and has been transferred to the 
domain of intense struggle which everywhere 
has assumed the character of open civil war. 
In Russia power has been taken over by the 
solitical party whose programme definitely and 
Accurately describes the social-historical 
nature of past and present wars, whilst those 
conditions, under which war becomes not only 
unnecessary but impossible, are also definitely 
and accurately established. Old fashioned 
people, however, always like to atari from the 
beginning, however far back that may be, and 

in this instance preference is given to Professor 
Lehr, by selecting from him, as a basis of 
learned reference, the commonplace banality 
that "struggle is the basis of life.” This 
aphorism, based on ah. infinitely wide concep- 
tion of the word “ struggle,” simply cancels 
the whole of human history and merges it 
wholly with biology. When we speak of 
war, and are not playing with words, we have 
in view the systematic collision of State 
organised groups of human beings, using those 
technical means which lie within their reach, 
and fighting for aims or ideals which the State 
powers of those groups fix for themselves. It 
is perfectly clear that nothing of the kind exists 
anywhere outside of human society historically 
understood as such. If struggle is the fate of 
111 life, then war, at any rate, is a purely his- 
torical human phenomenon; without first tak- 
ing note of this fact, one cannot be said to 
have arrived even at the threshold of the 
question.
I Once upon a time people devoured each 
other. Even to this very day cannibalism is 
prevalent in some places. It is true that the 
Ashantees do not publish journals; however, 

they did, is it not probable that their theore- 
ticians would write, "Hopes of the human race 
renouncing cannibalism are unfounded, as 
struggle is the basis of life.” On this basis 
one might reply to the learned cannibal that 
with us the question was not exactly one of 
struggle in general, but of that particular form 
of it which consists in the hunting of people 
for their flesh.
I it is a quite undisputable fact that cannibal 
ism ceased, not owing to the influence of 
preaching, but owing to a change of the 
economic conditions of life; when it became 
more profitable to convert prisoners into slaves, 
cannibalism disappeared. But the ‘'struggle,” 
did not that remain? Unquestionably it did. 
The question with us, however, is not one of 
struggle in general, but of—cannibalism.
I Once upon a time male fought with male for 
the sake of the female. Ancient bridegrooms 
■ enticed the maidens to the river.” At the 
present time this practice is not continued, not- 
withstanding that struggle is the fate of every 
JVng thing. Mutual skull-cracking in wood 

cave gave way later on to Tournaments, of 
sights in the presence of Ladies, and to duel- 
"6; Now both tournaments and duels belong 
| 1 the past, or have been converted in the 
majority of countries into masquerades, echoes 
| olden, bloody encounters of the past, 
n order to understand this process it is 
Beeessary to investigate the development of 
“88, the economic relations between men 
and women, the change in the clan and family, 

rise, and development of society, the his- 
neal limitations of the views'and prejudices 

I "nights and courtiers, the role of duels,' as 
“ element in the ideology of society, the dis- 
appearance of social standing of privileged 
|«w, the conversion of duels into a nonsen-

in most others.
Slave races and tribes fought against each 

other. The ancient Russian princes fought 
against each other. , The same is true of 
various German races, and of the feudal prince
doms of France, that later on were to be 
united. The bloody civil wars of the Barons, 
the wars of one province against another, the 
towns against the troops of the knights, all 
this was the order of the day, not because 
“struggle is the basis of life, ” but because of 
the definite economic relations of the period; 
which disappeared together with them. The 
causes which led to the battles of the people 
of Moscow with the people of Kief, of the 
Prussian with the Saxon, of the Normans 
against Burgundy, were at their respective his- 
torical epochs not less, profound and binding 
than the causes which led to the last war of 
the Germans with the English. It would 
appear that the matter is not one of a general 
law of nature, as such, but of those specific 
laws which define the development of human 
society. Even if one does not go beyond the 
sphere of the most generalised historical 
reasoning, one may ask: “If mankind sur- 
vived the wars of Burgundy with the Normans, 
of the Saxons with the Prussians, of the Kieff 
and Moscow principalities, then why should 
mankind not survive wars of England with 
Germany, of Russia with Japan?’’ “Struggle" 
in the widest sense of the word, of course, still 
remains, but war is a particular form of struggle" 
which has existed only from the time when 
mankind started to build society and use arms. ' 
War, as one particular phenomenon of struggle, 
changed in accordance with the changes that 
took place in the forms of human nature, and 
given certain historical conditions, is capable 
of disappearing entirely. •

The feudal wars, owing to their divided and 
scattered character, brought about a certain 
disconnectedness in medieval life. One pro- 
vince regarded the neighbouring province as 
a world shut up in itself, from which much 
gain might be secured. Knights gazed with 
rapacious eyes at flourishing and wealthy 
towns. Later on all this changed, separate 
districts and provinces developed into a united 
whole. On this new economic basis, a united 
France, a united Italy,a united Germany arose, 
but as a result of awful internal and external 
struggles. Thus economic unity, by con- 
verting vast lands into one economic organism, 
has made wars impossible within the frame- 
work of the new, vast historical formation of 
the nation—the State.

But the development of economic relations 
does not stop here. Industry has long since pene- 
trated beyond the national framework and con
nected the whole world by a chain of mutual 
dependence. Not only Moscow or Kief, but 
France and Germany and Russia have long 
ceased to be self-contained worlds; they have 
become dependent parts of a world-wide 
economy. Indeed, we feel this very distinctly 
at present, during a time of military blockade, 
when we are not receiving the products of 
German and English industries of which we are 
in need. But the German and English 
workers feel this mechanical rupture of the 
economic unit no less by not receiving bread 
from the Don and butter from Siberia.

Production has become universal. But the 
appropriation of profits, that is, the right to 
extract the cream from universal production 
still remains in the hands of the bourgeois. 
classes of the various nations. Therefore, if 
it is necessary to seek for the roots of the 
present war in “nature, ” it is not in biological 
nature, nor even in human nature that one 
must seek, but in the social “nature” of the 
bourgeoisie, which has grown into a class of 
exploiters, of profit-makers, of robbers and

despots, who compel the working classes to 
fight for it. Universal production united int 
a whole creates unimaginable sources of wealth 
and power. The bourgeoisie of every nation 
grasps at these sources, thereby disorganising 
universal production in exactly the same 
manner as the feudal barons, during a period 
of transition to the new stage, interfered with 
national production.

The class which doomed to interfere and 
destroy production cannot for long maintain 
itself in power. It is for this very reason that 
the bourgeoisie feel themselves obliged to 
search for a way out by creating the ‘League 
of Nations.? Wilson’s idea consists in a 
united universal production, which one my 
regard as a partnership of thieves, in which 
profits are to be divided amongst the capital- 
ists of all lands without war. Naturally. 
Wilson is inclined to keep all he can for his 
New York and Chicago stock-brokers, while the 
thieves in London, Paris, Tokio and elsewh. re 
are not agreed on this.

The difficulty of the bourgeois Governments 
in deciding the question of the “League of 
Nations” arises from, the conflict of bourgeois 
appetites. Nevertheless, one may say with 
certainty, after the experiences of the present 
war, that the capitalist classes of the most 
important countries will create conditions for 
a more or less united, centralised exploitation 
of the two hemispheres without war, similar 
to the manner in which the bourgeoisie liqui- 
dated the feudal wars within the bounds of 
national territory. The bourgeoisie, however, 
will only be able to decide this question in the 
event of the working classes not opposing it, 
in the same way as in former times the work
ing classes rose against feudalism. The sig 
nificance of civil war, which in Russia ha , 
ended with the victory of the proletariat, al d 
which is nearing the same end in all otl.er 

’ countries, comes to this: that the working 
class takes into its own hand the solution of 
the problem which now stands before the whole 
of mankind, and is a matter of life and death, 
namely, converting the whole surface of the 
earth, the mines and everything produce., by 
the labour of men, into one systematised 
universal production, where the distrib ation of 
produets will be regulated as one big general 
bank.

The learned bourgeois base the ine vital ility 
of war until doomsday upon the rickety con. 
elusion of old State jurists. They point out 
that right, the principle of nationality, ‘ and 
political equilibrium cannot save the world 
from war. Right based on the belief in the 
immutability of all class, caste and m narchical 
refuse that was ever collected on the face of 
the earth. To occupy oneself in proving that 
recognition of the divine rights of the 
Romanoffs or the Hohenzollerns or I owirs of 
the Paris money-lenders will not safeguard us 
from war is in reality only wasting one’s time 
with profound prattle. The same api lies, of 
course, to the theory of the so-called "political 
equilibrium.” Marxism (Communism has 
revealed better than anything else the delusive 
and specious character of this theory. D.plo 
matic trickery about “political equilibi ium ‘ ’ 
was merely a screen with which to conceal the 
diabolic competition in the development of tl . 
military machine, on the one hand, and on the 
other, the endeavours of England to counter, 
balance France by Germany and German ly by 
France.

The theory of an armed peace by means «f 
European equilibrium” can be likened to two 

engines on the same rails rushing towards each 
other—a theory which Marxists laid bar in all 
its falsehood long before it collapsed, covered 
with blood and mud.

Only petty-bourgeois dreamers, or bourgeois 
charlatans are capable of taking the principle > 
nationality as a basis for permanent p ace. 
Wars were conducted under the banner ol 
nationalism at a time when industrial develip- 
ment needed a transition from the pre v ne al 
to a wider national-State .basis. Modern 
war have nothing to do with the nation d pi n- 

Continued on back Page.
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WATSON RELEASED
W. F. WATSON’S DEFENCE.

‘A welcome to W. F. Watson, who was released on 
December 5th from Pentonville, was given at the 
International Socialist Club,. 28, East-road City: 
road, on Sunday, December 7th, thus affording 
him an opportunity of making his defence. The 
hall was packed. W. F. Watson referred to a num- 
her of leaders who had been accused of being in the 
pay of the enemy, and said it was part of the. capi
talist plan to undermine the workers" organisations 
by spreading such reports. ‘Even suppose Watson 
were guilty, what would that prove?. That we have 
an unscrupulous Government to deal with. He 
said he was very glad he had been to Pentonville, 
as it proved that he had been of no use to the 
Government. He said he did not consider that he 
had done anything foolish, as it was all part of a 
pre-conceived plan, though in one or two details 
he may not have acted wisely. If he had not led the 
police, up the garden there would never have been 
the dinner at the Bell Holborn, the Hands Of 
Russia Conference, or the Holborn Empire meet- 
ing, and, therefore, the Hands of Russia move- 
ment would not have been where it is to-day. "I 
did accept money from Scotland Yard. I admit it, 
and I have never denied it. A comrade said to me
they would be satisfied. I do not believe anyone 
would be satisfied. I I did spend it on beer and 
whisky, what of it ? I was not short of money at 
the time, I flatly deny, and challenge the whole of 
Scotland Yard and the Government to prove that I 
gave them any information.’" Some say, “Why 
did you even entertain the idea of being in the 
pay of Scotland Yard?" "Those of you who are in 
close touch with me know that I have always taken 
up the attitude that the end justifies the means. 
The thought that determined my action was this. 
I was President of the London Workers’ Commit- 
tee, and the most active man in the Hands of Russia 
mhovement. I wanted to do what Lenin and Trotsky 
wanted us to do, to keep the capitalist class so 
busy here that they would not have time to worry 
Russia. I said to myself, ‘ You know what you are 
doing, you have a certain amount of power over 
yourself, if you turn the police down they will go 
to someone else. But whilst they thought Watson 
was giving them information they did not approach • 
anyone else. I had to send them something, and 
I have sent a comrade one of the screeds I sent, 
them, and often I sent them information of meet- 
ings which reached them twenty-four hours after 
they had taken place; -therefore, I was able to carry 
the Russian movement to where it is at the present 
time.' ’

He said that he had taken several into his con
fidence who knew what he was doing all the time. 
They did not ask to see the reports to Scotland 
Yard because they had confidence in him. Why 
were they chiding him now ? He asked what differ- 
once it would have made if he had kept copies, as 
they do not trust him. "You are not going to con- 
vert people to the Revolution through the integrity 
of individuals."’ “I am prepared in the interests 
of the working-class movement, to make any sacri- 
fices, rather than sell my soul to Lloyd George or 
any other organisation. There is not sufficient

money in the whole world to buy the soul of Wat- 
son. There are hundreds of others who cannot be 
bought.’ - J . ‘*

‘1 have told you exactly what I have done. I 
am not ashamed of what I have done, and I was not 
foolish when I did it. There is only one weak link 
in the chain, that I did not get a committee formed 
and place the whole thing in their hands. There 
are arguments in favour of it and against it. If I 
had got a reliable committee together it would have 
been better. But you cannot always get a reliable 
committee. There are members on a committee 
that can be approached. The investigation commit- 
tee throws all the blame upon Billy Watson, and 
they have done right, and I am glad.” He said 
he would continue fighting in the revolutionary 
movement. When he had had time to go through 
cuttings and to see how the revolutionary movement 
had progressed, he would prepare a statement and 
send it to Scotland Yard. He was convinced that 
the revolutionary movement had gone on by leaps 
and bounds, and was far more powerful than before 
he went into prison.

Many questions were asked. Among them: — 
1 ■ Who found him out ?‘‘ He replied that he admitted 
it at the Sessions, and gave Scotland Yard the 
opening to prove that he was correct.

Watson said that he was not an agent provoca- 
teur, that they were paid to stir up revolutionary 
feelings. A Scotland Yard man had been to him 
and had implored him not to make such inflamma- 
tory speeches, they did not want trouble stirred up. 
He was running the risk of being repudiated by his 
comrades, he knew this would happen. He received 
£3 a week, and signed a typed scrap of paper as a 
receipt. amn

There was a good deal of heckling, and one well- 
known comrade asked if they never made mistakes 
themselves, and what qualifications they had to 
decide how anyone else should act?

"Why did not the Investigation Committee make a report ?‘ Watson replied: "It came to the con
clusion that as I had not placed myself in the hands 
of a committee I must bear the whole brunt of it.”

When asked who the comrades were in whom he 
had confided, Watson loyally refused to give their 
names, but not one of them had the courage to 
come forward and stand by him. He said that he 
was quite prepared to go before the investigation 
committee on Tuesday night.

In this instance no one had been able to prove 
that W. F. Watson gave anything away to the 
police; no one has suffered through his taking 
money from the police, unless it may be himself. He 
is certainly going through the mill now with a cer
tain section. Many of us do not approve of having 
any transactions with the police, but if Watson did 
it because he thought it was right and in the in
terests of the movement at the time, we ought to 
take that motive into consideration in passing 
judgment upon him. We must beware of playing 
into the capitalists’ hands by making splits in our 
own movement; by so doing we may ao the move 
ment infinitely more harm than ever Watson has 
done, but we shall not have to go through the mill 
for it. Let us sink personalities and take a broader 
view,and concentrate on working in the movement 
and for the movement. N. g

THE FUTURE OF PHACB AND WAR 

Continued from page 1515.

• ciple. We will say nothing whatever about 
civil war.Koltchak sells Siberia to America 
Denikin is ready to enslave three-fourths 0 
the Russian people to England and France 
only in order to reserve for himself the possi 
bility of exploiting the remaining fourth 
international wars also have nothing to d 
with the national principle. England and 
France share German colonies between their 
and despoil Asia. America thrusts its paw into 

, European affairs. Italy takes possession 0 
neighbouring Slavs. Even the semi-strangle 
Serbia starts to throttle the Bulgarians. The 
national principle here, even in the best 0: 
cases, is no more than a—pretext. The
matter is one of universal power, of the 
domination of the industry of the whole world 
Meanwhile the fate of war is being decided in 
a very practical manner. By thrusting the 
bourgeoisie away from the helm of State by 
tski ng power into its own hands, the workin 
class is preparing for the creation of a Fed era 
live Soviet Republic of Europe and the whole 
world on the basis of United World Economy

War was and will remain a form of arme 
exploitation or armed struggle against exploits 
tion. The federal domination of the prole 
tariat, as a transition to universal Communism 
stands for the abolition of exploitation of one 
man by another, and consequently of armet 
conflict between man and man. War will dig 
appear in the same way as cannibalism dis 
appeared. Struggle will remain, but it wil 
be the collective struggle of humanity against 
the hostile forces of nature.
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Gift Book.
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Also—"Liberty through Anarchist-Comnunsm, 
by H. Oakley, let. “Anarchist-Communism in plait 
English," by L. A. Motter, ld. The New Anar 
Chism,” by L. A. Motler, 2s. per 100. Order from tne 
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PAMPHLETS FOR COMMUNISTS!

Russian Soviet Constitution 
A Year in Soviet Russia
The Socialist Soviet Republic of 
Russia : Its Rise andOrganisation, 
by Captain Jacques badoul— —

3|d. post
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THE WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION
For Revolutionary International Socialism, the ending of Capitalism and Parliament, and 

substitution of a World Federation of Workers’ Industrial Republics. ‘ 
Membership open to all Men and Women. Subscription 4d. per month, 4s. per annum.

Write to the Secretary, 400, Old Ford Road, London, E.3. Telephone—East 1787.

Full list on application. 
Reduced rates ior quantities.

The PEOPLE’S RUSSIAN INFORMATION Bureau, 
152, Fleet Street, London, L.C.4.

LONDON MEETINGS—OUTDOOR.

Friday, Dec. 12th. 7.30 p.m.—The Square, Woolwich. 
Melvina Walker.

Saturday, Dec. 13th. Great Push for Communism 
and against Conscription and intervention in 
Russia, in the S.E. District. Meetings at 3 p.m., 
at the Triangle, Peckham, and at 7 p.m. in the 
Lewisham Market Place. Speakers: Minnie 
Birch, Melvina Walker, P. A. Edmunds.

Sunday, Dec.14th 11.45 a.m.—Osborn Street, White- 
. chapel, Melvina Walker.

Friday, Dec. 19th. 7.30 p.m.—Lesbia Rd., Hackney. 
Melvina Walker.

Saturday, Dec. 20th Great Push in Waterloo Rd.

Notice.
The Lectures on Industrial History at 20, Railway 

Street will be resumed after the Xmas Holidays on 
Thursday, J an. 8th, 1920.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS.
East London Workers' Committee.

Sunday, Dec. 14th, 12 noon—Victoria Park. Walter 
Ponder and others.

Tuesday, Dec. 16th. Queen's Road, Dalston Lane— 
7.30 p.m.; Walter Ponder and others.

Thursday, Dec. 18th. 7.30 p.m.—400, Old Ford Rd.
E.3. Business Meeting.

INDOOR.

Sunday, Dec. 14th. 7.30 p.m.— 20, Railway Street,
Poplar. W.H.Cousens. Chair: Melvina Walker. 
(See advert.)

Monday,Dec. 15 th 7.30 p.m.—20, Railway Street 
Poplar. W.S.F. Business Meeting.

. 8.30 p.m. W. S. F. Reading Circle.
Thursday, Dec. 18th. 8 p.m.—20, Railway Street. 

Mark Starr. Seventh Lecture on Industrial 
History, (The Renaissance).

Friday, Dec. 19th. 7—10 p.m.—400, Old Ford Road, 
baneing.

WALTHAMSTOW, LEAGUE OF Rights.
Tuesday, Dec. 16th. 3 p.m.—William Morris Hall, 

Somers Road. Melvina Walker.

East Ham League OF Rights.
Tuesday , Dec. 16th. 8 p.m.—Old Public Offices, 

Wakefield Rd. W.H.Cousens,‘Morality."

INTERNATIONAL FAIR.
Full report of the Fair, together with balance 

akeot, will appear in our mort issue

W.S.F. MEETING 
at 20, RAILWAY STREET, POrLAB oo

Sunday, Dec. 14th, 7.30 p.m
W. H. COUSENS: “Marx and Bakunin.’ 

Chair: Melvina Walker.
Discussion Invited. Silver Collectio
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Pre-pay and send to Manager, "Worker 
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FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Post free, 12d, 
Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Westminste

Communist, 20, seeks part-time sedentary em 
ploymeat; also quiet room. Box (90),._______ —

Why not Unemployment Benefit for All 
Children until they are strong enough to wor 
and old enough to vote ! (Advert.
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