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Sore 
corn on loan to 

really have no other way of saving your State 

evn the landlords and the capitalists.” We could 

not have acted otherwise conditions 

a 
Le 
i 
ire 
Italy, the International has become 

the centre, 
but of the 
country. It 
or French 
discussions 
how the 21 

palitioal life 
of which no 
tional 

Europe. But suggest that in a 

short time hel 
at tgs wg a proletarian revolution, we 

should be mad, and I am sure that nobody in 

this hall would make such a suggestion. We have 

learned to understand during the last tiiree 

years that basing ourselves on an international 

revolution does no mean calculating on a definite 

date, and that the increasing rapidity of devel- 

opment may bring a revolution in the spring, or 

may not 

** For that reason, we must be able to base our 
ities in accordance with the class relations +; 

ally, to extricate ourselves from the misfortune 

and crises which have come upon us. Only such 

an attitude can be sensible and correct. 

Foreign Relations. 

** | will now deal with the question of foreign 
relations. Up to the Ninth Congress of the 
Party, all our attention dnd all our efforts were 
directed towards securing a transition from a 
state of war with the capitalist countries, to re- 

lations of peace and trade. For that purpose we 
took various diplomatic measures, and proved 
victorious against undoubtedly great diplomats. 
When for example, the representatives of 
America or of the League of Nations proposed 

it. The war with Poland postponed the agree: 

ment, with the result thatthe question has, even 

up till now, not been settled. 

by the Council of People’s Commissaries, dealing 

we advanced towards establishing concession re- 

lations. The majority of the Central Committee 

accepted the point of view of the necessity of
 

we 

fad I makes hundreds per ; 
vantage of its monopolist position in the world 

market. Of course, we shall have to pay very. 

dearly. But we must !fiprove our technique. 

18,500,000 poods of coal, and at that time our 
fuel crisis was already looming. We shall have 
to make yet greater concessions for the purpose 
of buying articles of use for the peasantry. 

The Proletariat and the Peasastry. 

‘* We must realise that in these critical condi- 
tions we cannot exist otherwise than by appealing 
to the village and get it to help the city popula- 
tion and to strengthen itself. We must remem- 

‘ ber that the bourgeoisie is making efforts to 
arouse the peasantry against the workers. Here 
we are facing political difficulties requiring that 
the ruling Communist Party and the leading 
elements of the proletariat should take the proper 
course. 

** Then we must consider the economic ques- 
tions involved. What is the meaning of the 
slogan of freedom of trade, which is now ad- 
vanced by the petty-bourgeois elements? It is 
an indication of the fact that there are some diffi- 
culties in the relations between the proletariat 
and the small landowner, which we have not yet 
overcome. 
tariat to the small property-holders in a country 
where the proletariat has been victorious and the 
proletarian revolution is developing, but where 
the proletariat makes up the minority of the 
population, and the majority s made up of petty- 
bourgeois elements In a country like that, the 
proletariat must take upon |itself the leading 
rile in the transition of these petty property- 
holders into social, collective, and Communal 
lobour. This is theoretically beyond any dispute. 
and, on this ground, we based a number of our 
legislative acts. But we know that legislative 
acts by themselves are not sufficient, that only 
actual achievements count, and that these 
achievements cannot be secured unless we have 

I refer to the attitude of the prole., 

: 16, 1921. 

a 

Socialists always occupied in dealing with the 

Social Revolution and the problems resulting by 
it. The feature which is peculiar to Russia i, 

an 

h degree, is thiat we have here a prolec. 
wh ekidee to te ieethy a es Shaws 
minority at that, of the population, while the 
over whelining ty consists of the peasantry, 
Besides, the itions under Which we had to 

defend our revolution were of such a nature ag 
to tive “made the solution of our problems 

extremely difficult. We were not in a positi 
to demonstrate the advantages of large industry, 

for that industry was ruined and dragging oy 
a very precarious existence, and it could not be 

reconstructed without imp 
fices on these very small farmets. We must in. 

crease production and so we need fuel, but fo, 
fuel we must resort to wood, and that means 
that we must count upon the peasant’s horses. 
In critical times. when there is a shortage of 
fodder, resulting in diminution of cattle, the 
peasant is compelled to render assistance to the 
Soviet Government for the sake of that large in. 
dustry which as yet has given him nothing. This 
i; the source of the economic difficulties we are 
in, and this is what compels us to give considers. 
tion to this period of transition from war ty 
peaceful pursuits. During the war we had to say 

te the peasant: ‘ You must loan your corn te 
the Workers’ and Peasants’ (sovernment, ig 
order to enable it to extricate itself from th 
dificult position.” ‘Now, in cirecting all our 
attention to work of reconstruction, we must 
bear in mind that we have to deal with the small 
farmer, the small property-owner, the small pro. 
ducer, who is working for the market, and will 
continue to do so till large industry has been es. 

tablished and has achieved a complete victory, 
But this triumph of large industry is impossible 
on the old basis. This is a matter which will 
take decades, and considering our lack of 
economic cohesion, perhaps ever more. Till that 
time we will have to do business with this small 
producer as such, and the slogan of free trade 
will inevitably come to the front. Prompted by 
these considerations, the Central Committee de. 
cided to raise discussion on the question of séb- 
stituting- the corn requisitions bys definite tax, 
and to place the question before the Congress 
to-day for your approval. 

Cora Tax er Requisition. 

** The question of tax or requisition came up 
in our legislation as early as the end of 1918. 
The tax law of December 80th, 1918, imposed 
upon the peasants, tax in kind, which was, how- 

ever, not carried out. The law wag accompanied 
by a number of instructions, but it was. not 
applied. The conditions of war made it impera- 
tive that we take from the peasant all they could 
spare; but thi®measure is not at all suitable to 
peaceful conditions of agriculture. The peasant 
must have assurance that after having delivered 
a certain amount of grain to the State, he will 
have the rest left for his own household needs. 

‘“‘ The whole of our industry was saturated 
with the conditions of war. 

** Taking this into consideration, we had to 
undertake the collection of a definite quantity 
of food without taking into consideration the 
effect it may have upon our industry as a whole. 
Now that we are transferring from questions of 
war to questions of peace, we begin to regard the 
tax in kind differently. We regard it now not 
only from the point of view of maintaining the 
State. but also from the point of view of mait- 
taining the small farmers. We must strive to do 
the utmost in this direction. This is the most 
important question for us. We must give the 

peasant the possibility of a certain freedom iD 
local trade, substitute requisitions by a tax in 
order that the peasant may be better able to 
calculate his output in accordance with the tat. 
Of course, amidst the conditions which surround 
us, this thing is very difficult to realise, but we 
make the maximum of concession to provide the 

small producer with the opportunity of revealing 
his power. Up till now, we adapted ourselves to 
conditions of war, now we have to adapt ourselves 
to conditions of peace. This question came UP 
before ‘the Centrab Committee, and is closely 
connected with that of concessions—it is the 
question of transferring’ to a tax in kind under 

Continued on page three. 
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yet, in any case, i" y : 
im the form of ng, in the 

dine, but above sil in the ideology 
of the narrow-minded mass. Yet the 
talism, the immediate exploitation of the 
through private ownership of the means of productiom 
ig stamped — the same way, anarcify in produc- 
tion is, generally speaking, overcome, although 
duction according to plan has not, as a matter of ' 
heen realised as yet. 

Il.—Those countries on the Continent of Europe 
, which took part in the War. 

Here, Capitalism is not in a position to recover from 
the effects of the war, and isplays signs of 
decay. Here, the bourgeoisis is inca of 
to its wage-slaves an existence in the framework of the 
wage system. The position is this: the bourgeoisie 
is no longer being supported by the workers, but it is 
itself forced to support the workers. Eu 
workers are, however by no means inclined to be 
content with that kind of life. They react by sabotage, 
by continuous strikes, which etepien | though not 
leading to an on pty on in their 
to hasten the of Capitalism. 

III.—England and the Neutral Countries of Europe. 
Here the economic break-up is not yet so clearly 

seen; but everywhere there are signs of weakness. A 
sure symptom of feebleness is the fact that Britain, 
for centuries the “ ruler of the waves,” is tacitly ad- 
mitting that the United States and Japan, in three or 
four years’ time, will have biggér fleets at their dis- 
‘posal than herself. 

I1V.—The United States of America and Japan. 

These countri~s are experiencing the full flugh of 
Imperialism, great export of man res, investment 
of capital abroad, rivalry in armaments, powerfn! 
S— policy, serious preparations for the new World 

ar. 
V.—Border Countries of the World Economic 
System; South America, South Africa, 

Australia and some parts of Asia. 
At the time of the war, thanks to 

ties, — oe age rks ition 
of West European industry q y wane y 
their own industry, entering then on the stage of Big 
Capital without, however, attaining as yet the stage 
of Imperialism. 

Corresponding to the law of capitalist product’on, 
the varying economic position expresses itself most 
rominently in the standard of values. The once 
eading English £ sterling has given place to the 
American dollar, and in connection with this, points 
to a significant disruption of the, rate of exchange in 
l'uropean values. 

difficul- 

LENIN’S REPORT AT TENTH CONGRESS. 
Cont.nued fram page 2. 

proletarian government. The proletarian gov- 
ernment, by means of concessions, may secure 
for itself an alliance with the capitalist govern- 
ments of the adyanced countries. The improve- 
ment of our industry depends upon these alli- 
ances, without which we will not be able to pro- 
ceed along the path towards Communism. On 
the other hand,, in the transitional period, in a 
country with a predominance of peasantry, we 
must be able to give the maximum maintenance 
to the peasgntry. We must secure the possibil- 
ity for them to work freely. Our revolution is 
surrounded by capitalist countries. Ag long as 
we are in that position, we are compelled to 
seek extremely complicated relations. Crushed 
by the war, we could not concentrate our atten 
tion to establishing economic relations between 
the proletarian State which has large industry, 
incredibly ruined, in its hands, and the small 
farmets who, for the time being have remained 
the same, and who cannot exist without small 
farming being supported by a certain amount of 
trade. I consider this one of the most important 
questions of economics and politics for the Soviet 
Government at the present moment. I consider 
that this question politically summarises our 
work from the time we concluded the war period 
and transferred last year to a state of peace. 
This period is so closely connected with diff- 
culties which are so clearly reflected in the petty- 
bourgeois movement, that one must examine it 

ee ee ee ee eee 

IN THE WORLD 

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 

IF HE WANTS TO STOP—DROP HIM! 

a 
A A TTI oS eee lie oe - - om eee oe —— —— — ——_— 

The present crisis is characterised by the fact that 
the normal crisis of over-production in those countries 
where Capitalism is still “healthy,” coincide with 
the crisis of the capitalist disrupti 1 
countries of the second group. The c began in. 
that country which had reached the highest capitalist 
de t, gone ke) ob toma States of America. 
Al in the middle of last year, news began to come 
through that in that country there were vast stocks of 
u , ete. In the course of the last decade 
the Uni States were chenging from an agrarian 
into an industrial country. The war helped that pro- 
cess enormously. From America the crisis spread to 

4, i sym — pdt early 
as t neue year. From there it over 

Gevelaped Wecit aide ty ede th the. Fan ve t ; y sige wi permanent 
crisis of Central Europe, he og an unexampled world 
crisis, The r causes of this must be sought 
the contradictions of the capitalist system of produc- 
tion. The crisis of Capitalism as an order of society 
consists in the fact that the f t is not able or 
willing to be contented with its present position in 
life which, through the of the war, has been 
rested down to the lowest level. This forms the 

ndation of the Se movement in the 
The latter could only be 

t in the position of 
that, on the other hand, is only 

uction (the same 

Union 

- In the countries of the second group, the breaking 
_ up of Capitalism and the revolutionising of the masses 

soberly . If we regard all these events from the 
point of view of the class-struggle—and we shall 
nevet be mistaken with regard to the relations 
between the proletariat and the petty-bourgeoisie 
—we see it is a most difficult question, which, 
in order to be solved and to secure the 
victory of the proletariat, demands com- 

measures, or, to be correct, a whole 

system of complicated transitional measures. The 
fact that at the end of 1918 we issued a decree 
on a tax in kind, shows that this is a matter that 

engages the minds of Communists, but that, 

owing to the war, we were not able to carry, it 
out. Under the condition of war we had to 

resort to war measures, but we would be commit- 

ting a great error if we drew the conclusion that 

only such measures are possible. In the transi- 
tion from war to peace amidst conditions of 

economic crisis, we must remember that it is 

easier to carry out the work of constructing a 

proletarian state in a country where large pro- 

duction prevails than in a country where small 

‘production prevails. We must recognise the 

necessity for concessions to buy machinery 
and appliances for agriculture, in order that, in 

exchanging them for corn, we can establish such 

relations between the proletariat and the 

peasantry which will secure their maintenance 

under peace conditions.”’ 
VES 

, , blished in Constantinople have 

Bh owe Nalple a mar English, the Preach, 

and the Italian. 

TT 

ECONOMIC SY 
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alread 

costa in Poland 700 Polish marks ; 
English & sterling, over 3,000 marks. 

After the war, the strong ,G If. 
IV, strove to raise the santheting non 
Group Il countries by loans, yet the su 

power 
ms place d at 

their disposal in this way were simpl : 
cause the break-up of their had heady, gone 
too far for them to be assisted in this way. 

Finally, the countries of Group V, the border lands 
- i eee ake Medle cotion that Ge lined 
o yor, simple reason t 'y are 
developing their own industry. 
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THE FOOLISH FIFTY. 
, 

> 

If fifty men did all the work 
And gave the price to five, : 

nd let those five make all the ruled :, 
You'd say the difty men were foola 

Unfit to be alive. 

From fi brawny men, 
Blaming the five for graft and grq, 
Injustice, cruelty, indeed— ' 

What would you call them then ? 

| 

And if ha heard complaining crics : y 

q 

Not by .their own superior force 
Do ye age fifty 

election and assent, 
And privilege and government— ; 

-- 

Powers that fifty give. 

If fifty men are really fools, 
And five have all the brains; h 

The five must rule as now, we find 4 
But if the §fty have the mind— 

Why don’t they take the reins? 
CHARLOTTE STETSGN. 

eee ee aS 

The Itelian Communists will soon start this pub- 
lication of a daily controlled by the E.C. of the 
Party. It will be called the “ Quotidiano” (the 
“ Daily “). 3 ' 

) COMPETITION. 
The closing date of our Pamphlet Competition 

been postponed wntil April 30th. 

= 
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TH: STRIKE. 
the time this paper is out of the press, there 

y « house where the news had not 

2 

Wj ol. VILL, No, 5. 

, By 

be: Solidarity. 

STRIKE DATE FIXED. 

i 10 P.M. FRIDAY. 

' The Railwaymen and Transport Workers 

si rike at 10 P.M, on Friday. 

M ‘r. Thomas, in making the announcement, 

said :— : 

; “ Many other Unions have sent applications 
ta join in the strike.””’ 

A WARNING. 
Jat led Dame Rumour is about town, giving 

vent. to men’s individual fancies and forebodings. 
: hear stories about this leader and that. Of 
s happening that a sensible man would know 

never occur. : don’t talk, don’t 

* spo ut ’’; don’t let yourself be “ pumped.”’ 

Don’t listen to what the other fellows in the bar 

got to say. Why, you know it already. 

Bs. w the old woman said: *‘ Put the washing 

out, a ad do the thinking job at home.”’ 

well-connected monthly, 
a wide circulation, Mrs. Philip 

an article subtitled : ‘‘ The Tyranny 

as the Contents Page explains, with 
and drawings by F) Matania. 
and drawings in almost equal 

with, 

y looking on a poor child laying in the 

The melodramatic effect is there, with utter 
disregard to veracity. 
age tows Philip Snowden was a rising mem- 

ber the I.L.P., still a Soc‘alist and school- 
mistress, she taught her pupils, we are sure, that 
Socialism meant a certain regard and respect for 
truth iand honesty. | 

To have condescended that a capitalist paper 
‘embellish her writing with drawing pur- 
to represent facts which actually she did 

we venture to say, by Mr. Snowden, 
—— by ‘all honest 

ticipate. 

Pnis conference happen a 

lished in the American Lae. 
is bound to fave incalcd? 
that call to the engin 
human interest. It . 

f somé captivating new 
- wae w ‘philoxop 

of the but om the part of a fast-growing 
and file. 

I was allowed to attend a preliminary meeting 

on the condition that I would not write % Up. 
[ am sure that I violate no confidence in what J 
am going to tell you. The conference seemed to 
represent four distinct points of view, pointe of 

view which this year can be detected in almost any 

Labour gathering, but which would not have 
found last year, or the year before. 

It was the fourth point of view that the whole 

conference took eventually. All agreed that there 

was unemployment. When the cash saved by the 
workers during war wages gave out, What would 

happ n? 

The four points of view were briefly these :— 

(1) A period of business depression is & time 

to start up public works. The conference 

should bring all possible pressure upon the 
City Administration to begin building. 

(2) Unemployment is caused by over-production. 
The thing to do is to curtail produciton. 
Work fewer hours, go slow on the job, making 
it necessary for the bosses to put on more 
men. 

(3) Unemployment is inherent in the capitalist 
system, and the only cure is to overthrow the 

system. Seize the opportunity now and teach 
the workers the cause of their enslavement 
and prepare the way for a class-conscious 
revolation. 

(4) We can't take any intelligent action until 
we find out where we are. We can't start 
up industry until we know how industry is 
run. Let us get the facts. Let us -con- 
eult the industrial experts. Let us arrange 
a plan, if a plan can be arranged, by which 
the idle man-power can be applied to the 
idle equipment and the unemployed #t to 
works to producerthe things ‘they wants): 

“How would you overthrow it?” the fourth group 
asked of the third; and to those who advocated 
lying down on the job: “ Sounds like good busi- 
ness, but ie it good sense? Can we go on getting 
more by producing less? This was tried in Eng- 
land, but unemployment is growing worse rather 
than better.” 

All these arguments, led to the Technical Socie- 
ties being asked to send delegates to the coming 
conference. The following letter was sent.to the 
American Society of Engineers, the Chemical En- 
gineers, the Electrical Engineers, and the State As- 
sociation of Architects and other bodies :— 

Fellow Worker,—-An important conference on 
unemployment will be held in the anditorium of 
the People’s House, 15th Street, on Saturday, 
March Sth, at 3.15 pm. It is expected that this 
will be attended by representatives of 8,000 Labour 
Unions of this city and vicinity, and it is earnestly 
hoped that the varions technical organisations will 
also co-operate. Your organisation is urged to send 
two delegates. 

Constructive action, not mere talk, is the end 
sought by thie conference. The Labour Movement 
of America is getting a new vision. Unemployment, 
always terrible in its consequences, is more and 
more seen to be absurd. We believe that the time 
has come when this annecessary waste of human life 
can be and must be permanently stopped. But in 
order that it may be stopped and that industry may 
be co-ordinated to serve the needs of human life, 
it is mecessary that all agencics essential to produc - 
tion and distribution work out a practical plan 
for such co-ordination. 

Therefore it is with the utmost sincerity that we 
address you eers and technical men as “ Fel- 
low workers.” This is not a time for any battle of 
opinions, but for the clearest presentation of the 
industrial facts. You have a special knowledge of 
the industrial processes. We have the labour power 
eager to be at work. We are told that business 
and financial conditions do not warrant a full re- 
sumption of industry at this particular time; but 
to us the problem more and more presents iteelf 
not as one of economics but of engineering. , 

Will you, we ask agani join with labour ia thi conference? Will you help us work out a souttical plan? We appreciate that we are not giving you much time to consider such an important step, but the situation is so critical and the call oo urgent t we trust you may find 
mediate action. . Pe ar 

Very sincerely yours, 
The Unemployed Conference. 

“BUT TO US THE PROBLEM MO 
MORE PRESENTS ITSELF NOT As ONE OF ECONOMICS BUT OF ENGINEERING.” 

That is the keynote of the invitation. 
safe guess that few people will detect am. 8 anything 
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good will it do to organise roductiog 
under capitalism?" asked a revolutioniet.~ 

in Madison Square Garden have just ten 
man-power. But ten thousand men in our factories 
have a million man-power.” 

“But the capitalists own’ the machines,” oried « 
disciple of Karl Marx. 

“ Let ‘em own ‘em,” yelled a Wobbly. “If we 
use ‘om we should worry. What do I care 
owns a cigar, so long as I emoke it?” } 

“Do you know,” I asked, “ that sach a plan cas 
be devised?” 
No,” wag the answer,“ how should I? I'm 

a plasterer; I'm not an engineer, But if the o- 
gineering gphius of America gets to work 90 the 
problem, it seems that’ they 

: 

can we, by trying to find 
want all the brains of 
up the problem with They 
it yet. Whenever a 
a lot about the workingeclass 
own the industries; but what 
te: ane ‘em if there ain ho 
run ‘? 

way 

I have mentioned no names through this inter- 
view, but it is as genuine as I make it. Ne 
one man nor. one is over this ide 
I do not claim extraordinary will 
be done at Saturday's Conference. But it is newe~- 
most important news ; attitude of « 
new sort of Labour Unionist is gure to be 
It may not the conference. It 

= v 
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MORE COMMUNISTS ARRESTED. 
James Stewart, Midland of the Com 

muniet Party, who was without bail at Wel- 

rernomptay on Friday, will conduct his ows 
ence, 

The hostility of the unemployed to his 
was so great that it was advisable 
remove him to Winson Green Prison, Birmi 
Men at Wolverhampton desired to take 

tions on his behalf, but this was not 
out one month's notice.. 
_ Mr. Matthews, of Manchester, who was 
ing the cause of the mimers in Hyde Park on 
last, was arrested within five minutes of 
the Platform. * He was afterwards released 08 

i q 
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provided freely on application, 
days of waiting. These blouses sat less gracefully 

‘ae 2 8% @ >} 3 2 2) ee.) 

Most of the delegates R ussian 
after a few 

upon them than on the Russians. most of whom 
had grown epare and hard by long continued 
living on bare necessities and by strenuous toil. 

for the pipe, which everyone reviles, and is a 
light greenish colour, was served out every few 

+ days. There were all sorts of attempts to get 
little more than one’s due of these small privileges 
and much competition for theatre tickets and 
motor cars. 

All this, and even the Conference itself, 

: 
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a British worker, mentily starved, 
haps comparatively well-féd, with the desperate, 
hungry struggle, lit by tremendous hopes and 
dreams that has brought Soviet Russia where it & 

In the great, panelled dining-hall of 
millionsire’s mansion, now occupied by 
munist workers, Borodine’s meagre supper, « 
little pieee of cold meat and a spoonfal of rice, 
had been left waiting. ~ 

CHAPTER V. 
The Congress in the Kremlin. 

i 

The Commandant 

five or six of them, checked the car to examine 
my ~probusk, and three times afterwards I was 
obliged to display it before I reached my 
tion. Once, later on, when I .walked to 
tue Kremlin to keep an appointment with Lenin, - 
1 was stopped for twenty minutes at the ° 
gate, because I had only the pass issued by the 
Conference, which was by that time oat of date. 
Unable to understand the reason why I was being 
held up, I ran past the guards with their rifles 
and fixed bayonets, through the open archway 
to the telephone on the other side. 

‘* You might have been shot,’’ a comrade told - 
me later. 

‘* What would be the use of shooting me; I 
could not do any harm?’’ ; 

“* It was a woman who shot Lenin!”’ 
Passing the Czar’s big bell, which lay on the 

ground with a piece chipped out of it, the road 
led to the private apartments of the Czar 
and the Throne Room where the Congress: 

delighted by a sense 

wrote out a little pink . 
probusk. The motor car took me over the cobbles . 
to the walls of the Kremlin. The Red Guards, | 

watching hint. It is 
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2° . ETT: : frank and modest. wholly 
conscious of himself, and he met us all as a simple 

inkle with 
wo «a 

one’s 
inter- 

fixing 
them 
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looked like a painte? who has just laid down his 
brushes. During Committee meetings he is con- 
tinually drawing caricatures of the delegates, but 
no important point in the discussion escapes him. 
To-day he drew Wynkoop as a solemn, pompous 

owl. 
Radek, who was going to the Polish front in a 

few days, was also smiling and cheerful, with a 

detached, dreamy air. One is constantly im- 

pressed by the absence of strain or excitement 
amongst the Russians. These men, standing 

F ; F i i! tinge | : 
at [ Mi g 
F 1G 
evidently 

"At the. great , in Moscow's biggest 
theatre, which Foy we = demonstration of the lH 

1Ee 
shouting perfect 
—e he 

ev 
He slowly and leisurely a dows 
the with varied fow of tone 
and gestare. The eagerly, 
but he spoke so long that at leng! them, 
in spite of their 
Zinoviev, on t 

te the last and 

does not regard either of these questions 
fundamental. Indeed, he considers that they 
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if 4 usouees faith and fervour, Lenin 
the proletarian conquest of 

tion to weaken in principle will 
. He argues that those who 

withstand all tests before the Revolution, 
certainly not do so later. 

i H 
if 
ing it amongst selected circles of enthusiasts. 

He does not fear that Communism will be post- 
poned or submerged by the advent to power of 
reformists. Convinced that reforms cannot cure 

ted. When I talked wih him in the 
he urged that British Communists 

should say to the leaders of the Labour Party :— 
ys Lenin on 

** Please Mr. Henderson, take the power. 
You, to-day, represent the opinions of the 

of British workers; we know that, as 
yet we do not; therefore we cannot at present 
take the power. But you, who represent the 
opinions of the masses, you should take the 
power.”” 
In those days. news had come that Councils 

of Action had been set up to stop Britain deciar- 
sap adh Se as oP sarge eae at 

n declared that we should inform Hender- 
son that he must no longer scruple to seize power 
by Revolution, since he and his Party had already 
eommitted themselves to that by setting up a 
Council of Action charged with the work of 
bringing about a general strike in the event of 

war measures. by Britain against Russia. 
Such a strike, as H » Clynes and their 
colleagues had frequently themselves declared, 
would be a revolutionary act. The Labour 
Party was now committed to it. 

. Lenin gaid that the creation of the Councils of 
Action were due to a wave of revolutionary senti- 
ment in the British masses, which had forced 
their Labour leaders to take some sort of action. 
That the declarations of the Council of Action 
failed to satisfy Communists, and that the Council 
was imactive, merely meant that the wave of mass 
SEE TOT wt at Gone sexy fov.ond hed lengely 

The feeling of the masses rises and falls, he 
argued, in irregular tides; it does not remain 

| 

‘at high-water mak. , 
“* We in Russia,” he said, “‘ scized the power 

at the moment the masses had risen. When they 
receded “from us, we were obliged to hold on 
till the next wave of feeling brought them back 
to us.” 

Tenin argued, that in order to explode the 
futility of reformiam and to bring Communism 
te pass, the Labour Party must have a trial in 

. . Therefore British Communists should 
affiliate their Party to the Labour Party and come 
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in Communism.”® This book was intended to 

confound and convert those of us who disagree 

with its author, and who assert that t
he Labour 

Industrial Unionism, and Zinoviev’s Thesis on 

Unionism were also the subject of hot debate. 

Lenin and the other Russians of his school, 

regard the Unions primarily as aggion rations of 

workers providing opportunities for Corumunists 

to win the masses for Communism. The dis- 

sentients, who belong to the highly industrialised 

Western bourgeois democracies, are unable to 

- detach themselves from the view that an indus- 

trial organisation is an organisation for fighting 

the capitalist employer. Moreover, they are 
most of them influenced by the view that, if the 
industrial organisations the workers are develop- 

ing for themslves. under Capitalism do not actu- 
ally become the organisations which will admin- 

ister industry under Communism, they are at 
least a training ground for preparing the workers 

in the shops to administer Communist indusries 
on Soviet lines. 

Russian Communists and Western Industrialism. 
The Western industrialists engaged in the daily 

struggle for existence under Capitalism, feeling 
the constant pressure of rising prices and the 
perpetual encroachments and demands of the em- 
ploying class, regard the old Craft Unions as out 
of date and inefficient for the task of protecting 
the oo? interests, and are impatient with 
the Tr Union bureaucrats who think on the 
old sectional and palliative lines. The Western 
industrialists strive to substitute Industrial 
Unions for Trade Unions, and Shop Committees 
amd government by the rank and file for the 
\ nion bureaucrats. 

All this seems of small moment to the Russian 
Communists, They have abolished the capitalist 
employer in Russia; and they wish to see him 
abolished throughout the world. To them there 
.# little merit in securing improved conditions for 
the workers under Capitalism. They are only 
interested in the Shop Committees and extra 
Union organisations, in so far as it can be demon- 
strated that these organisms develop a revolution- 
ary consciousness amongst the workers. As for 
the Trade Unions, the concern of the Russian 
Communists is to make revolutionaries of the 
Trade Union members, rather than to carry on a 
fight with them to set up a newer form of in- 
dustrial organisation which may be more effici- 
ent in making the conditions of capitalist wage- 
slavery less intolerable. 

The Russians have sounded the depths of the 
proletarian democracy, towards which the West- 
ern industrialists are striving. The Western In- 
dustrialists also have discovered that because a 
man has been a worker in the factory, he does 
not necessarily remain a democrat when he leaves 
the bench and becomes a Member of Parliament 
or a Trade Union official. But they proceed on 
the theory, in spite of overwhelming evidence to 
the contrary, that a man must be filled with dis. 
interested and intelligent proletarian solidarity 
if he has been elected by a shop Committee. The 
Kussian Communists who have |' ved through the 
Revolution and know how frail a plant is opinion, 
which depends purely on environment, regard the 
vague unconscious proletarian solidarity on which 
the Western industrialists stake their faith, not 
as a driving force, but as material which the 
forces of conscious Communists may drive and 
manipulate. The material provided by the rank 
and file organisation may be more résponsive to 
Communist manipulation than that of the old 
Trade Unions, because the workers therein are 
more energetic and politically conscious. But 
the workers in Trade Unions are also part of the 
proletariat, and they are more numerous than 
those in the workers’ committee movement. 

The Russians insist that the members of Trade 
Unions must also be won for Communism, for 
making the Revolution and for building Com- 
munism after the Revolution is made 

The Russians urge that one cannot wait to 
begin making Communists of the Trade Union 

April 16, 1991, 
ee al i eee ee 

society and building upone that is ne 
The Western industrialists contend that the’ 

Russians are unable to judge the old 
Trade Union of Western that 
fail to understand how it is interwoven and allied 
with the capitalist system. Moreover, 
British Shop Stewards. and the . 

however Red may be his Conimunism. 
distrust of the theorist, the scientist, the 
istrator is only less than their distrust 
capitalist. They insist on control by the 
worker at the bench; they ‘will tolerate ny 
of waiting till he is cultured, and they 
behieve anyone is to be trusted even 
munism, who is not strictly controlled 
rank and file. The Russian Comm 
have stuck unswervingly to the 
theories, at times in spite of the fickle 1 
pulsive swaying to and fro of mass opinion, 1 
mainly concerned with wonverting the mas 
to Communism ind securing that the | 
of Society shall be under Communist 
They know that unconscious unawakened maj 
cannot exercise effective control, therefore the 
masses must be awakened. 4 

Whatever the merits of the rival cont 
might be, the Theses of Lenin and Zinoviev, am 
indeed all the Theses and resolutions coming from 
the Russian Communist leaders, because of their 
great achievements, were certain to be adopted 
at this first anniversary of the founding of the 
Third International. : 

The Russians, although the 60 delegates of 
their Party had between them but five votes, like 
the British, could steam-roller anything they” 
chose through the Congress. . 

We, who were in opposition on ceftain matters, 

>te 

neverthelegs argued our cage in ip'te of the - 
hopelessness of the task, and Lenin argued 

against us, as though our defeat had not been a : 
foregone conclusion. 

The Congress meeting in the Czar’s Throne 
Room the following evening, allowed me to ¢- 
tend to twenty-five minutes, the allotted five 

minutes in which I had to accomplish the 

stupendous task of replying to a Thesis and 

book of Lenin and innumerable speeches. —_. 

The Congress had lasted a month. As the 

speeches were delivered in various languages and 
translated, delegates streamed restlessl y int and out 
to an adjoining room, where tables were loaded 

~~ 

with slices of bread and butter and sardines, — 
caviare, preserved meats and cheese, and saucers 
filled with sweets wrapped in coloured papet® 
Glasses of hot tea were always on hand there: 
Angelica Balabanova often had to complain that 
very few auditors were present to hear her tram 

lation. Giving but a cursory sketch of ram 
speeches, empty of real matter, Balabanova 
ways rendered well and fully the words of those 
who had anything to say, though she was ill and 
very tired. . 

Artists sat amongst the delegates, making 
drawings of them or roamed about looking for 
inodels. Balabanova protested, as she always does, 
against such portraiture. 

On the defeat of the English amendments and 
the unanimous adoption of Lenin’s Thesis, with 
which, in the main. I am in complete 
the Congress ended. The delegates sprang UP 
singing ‘‘ The International,’’ the Editor of the 
Italian Socialist paper Avanti! led the singing 
of the ‘* Carmanol.’’ John Reed and — 
caught Lenin, and though he resisted. hois 
him upon their shoulders. He looked like 2 
happy father amongst his sons. (To be continue® 

“Soviet Russia as I saw it in 1920,” by B. By ; 
Pankhurst, is copyrighted in accordance with 
reguiations of the Copyright Act, 1911 (i and? oa | 5, Ch. 46). American copyright bas been op?! for. Provided acknowledgement is made bour ‘ Workers’ Dreadnought,” Communist and ~~ 10° 
papers can* reproduce for the purposes of P paganda any part of this book. 
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The Slaves’ Revolt. 
The country, a8 I write, is on the verge of ¢he 

biggest industrial upheaval im its history. A vast 

sumber of the slaves are in revolt against the at- 

tempt of their masters to reduce them to a bare 

subsistence level. The particular section of slaves 

known as railwaymen and transport workers have 

in large numbers voted to support the mine-slaves. 

1 remains to be.seen whether the Triple Al iance 

will adhere its decifton to fight together. or 

whether, now that the testing time has come, they 

will be demoralised by the lies, of the Pros. 

The need for solidarity among the workers was 
never greater. Upon the victory of the miners 
depends the whole futare of Trade Unionism in ths 
coantry. If they are beaten—and unless their al- 
tieg in the Triple Alliance stand ugited® they will 

he—there will have been delivered to Trade Union- 
‘em in this country a khockout blow from the ef- 
fects of which it will not recover for many a 
long year. Indeed, whether they win’ or not, it 
is. plain that from now onwards the old idea of 

Trade Unionism will have to go. The workers of 

this country will have to decide between two al- 

ternatives, namely, whether Trade Unionism #1 to 

hecome totally emasculated and innocuous—a kind 

of funeral and out-of-work benefit, so:iety—-utterly 
unable to maintnin even a subsistence fodder leve? 
for the workers in the fiercer and ficrcer commercial 
competitive ¢ra now beginniag, or whether they will 
take om a new role whose aim is the complete eman- 
cipation of the working class. ; 

A Fools’ Paradise. 
During the, past few years many Trade Unicmiste 

bave been living in a fool’s paradise. They have 
been hypnotised into believing that the Trade Unions 
were such sound institationg that even their maa- 
ters had at last come to look upon them as an ad- 
mittedly legitimate factor im industry. The leaders 
have been flattered, and banqg@etted, and pacnperred 
with ministerial posts; their decisions and opin- 
ions have been listened to by even their opponents 
ents with a. kind of respect that has led many 
workers to believe that it only needed a few more 
years before labour would be taken over as part- 
ners in the industry of the country. “Labour,” they 
have thought, “is coming into its own, and will 
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INDUSTRIAL .JOTTINGS. By WARD NEwrToN. 
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shortly be given a real share in the government 
of the country.”” There never was a greater mistake. 
The flattery of labour leaders and the apparent 
respect tendered their — has only been a 
means of emasculating and weakening them for the 
purpose of getting them to coquette with the ideas 
of co-partnership, profit-sharing, bonus schemes and 
the like, the result of which has been to pervert 
their original ddeas regarding the emancipation of 
the workers int? a milk and water reformism. The 
ultimate object behind this has been to render Trade 
Unionism harmless once and for all. And if the 
miners are beaten through the weakness, hesitancy 
and com ising tactics of the present Labour 
leaders, defeat and demoralisation of the other 
big Trade Unions is only a matter of months. 

An Iaternal Danger te Trade Uniconion. 
One of the gravest dangers to the Trade Union 

movement is the existence of sectionalism such as 
that which manifesta iteelf im the eeparation of 
the A.S.\L.E. and F. This union, although # thas 
decided to agsist the miners by a conditional use 
of the trains, is really a menace to the whale 
Triple Alliance. Its refusal to come out whole- 
heartedly on the side of the miners will have a 
baneful effect on the weaker members of the N.U.R. 
The fact that a large body of men—tailway work- 
ers like themselver—are only nominally siding with 
the miners will act as a very bad ex to 
these weaker unionists. It & time that the A.E.L.E. 
and F. combined with the N.U.R. against the com- 
mon enemy. 

The real responsibility of the Mimers’ actions lies 
with the Government, who by another breach of 
faith im 1919, failed to honour the ro- 
mise given that they would loyally abide by the 
findings of the Sankey Commission. Now, after hav- 
ing deliberately sacrificed the well- of thet com- 
munity for the benefit of the class represent, 
they are hypocritically howling about national well- 
being and security. And yet the whole system which 
they are desirous of ng is on the in- 

and misery the vast majority of the 
Whether that insccurity and mikery, is to 

be prolonged indefinitely or whether a new era 
is to open—offering as its outcome the emancipation 
of the workers—depends upon the result of this 
fight. 

' IN SOVIET RUSSIA. . 
The Far East and the English 

A telegram has come from Chita to 
Russiam Central Executive in which the first meet- 
ing of the Co-operatives in the terrkory of.tie Par 
East expresses their wishes of success to the Rus- 
sian Government om the occasion of the sigung 
of the commercial treaty with England and express 
the hope that all other lands will shortly follow 
the example of England. 

New Uses for Prisons. : 
On March 2)lst the Central Penal Department of 

the Tartar Republic, whose capital is Kasan, de- 
cided that all prisoms in the Republic shoukl be 
at once changed partly into workshops, and partly 
into theatres, libraries, and similar institutions. 

Bonuses in Kind. 
The food department of the province of Tarmbov 

has decided that. each peasant whe has delivered 
more than 50 per cent. of his contingent should 
receive as premium a. ration of six months’ galt, 
petroleum, and manufactared goods. 

Goods fer Soviet Russia. 
The Greek steamer .Marietta has arrived in. Odessa 

with a cargo of coal and manufactured goods for 
Seviet Russia. An Italian steamer bas arrived in 
Novorossisk with a cargo of copper... 
“Machowik” reports that in the territory of the 

Far East there are stores of tea estimated at about 
120,000 pood, which do not cost more than 50 
Soviet roubles a pound. The present crisis in China 
is partially responsible for the impossibility of ex- 
porting tea to Russia. A representative of Sovict 

ussia has left for the Far East in order to take 
charge of the tea trade. 

“Isvestia” reports that the Military Quartermaster4’ 
Department -has sent 5,000 unskilled workers and 
a Officials to Siberia for work in the food 
supply. | 

The Commissariat of Health has sent a group of 
doctors and sanitary officials to Buchara in order 
to use their medical knowledge for tiie benefit of the 
native inhabitants. 

End of Martial Law in Petrograd. 
In consideration of the ending of the Kronstadt 

adventure the state of siege in Petrograd and the 
Province. has been raised.. Free traffic in the streets 
is once more permitted until l a.m. The theatres 
and all other functions have resumed their nor- 
mal course. 

Trial of the Kronstadt Mautinecers. 
The trial of the conspirators who did not suc- 

ceed in escaping has begun before the Kronstadt 
Hy" - eo mavoeteneas Tribunal of the district 
of Petrograd. are taking ce against those actual leaders who er. _ 
render and who spurned the proffered amnesty of 
the Soviet authorities. Everything has been for- 
given and forgotten for their misled supporters, 

the |All ~ 

traordinary delegate of the 

. Agreement in Georgia. 
An agreement between thé former Georgian Gov- 

ernment and the Revolutionary Committee of Georgia 
was concluded on March 18th. According 10. thie 
agreement all hostilities are to be stopped. The 
former Georgian Government resi the portion of 
Georgian territory occupied by to the Revo- 
lutionary Committee, and the of the latter 
occupy Batam, On their part the Revolutionary Com- 
mittee proclaims a general amnesty for the fol- 
lowers of the former Georgian Government, whose 
army must surrender all its aime and war material 
to the Revolutionary Committee. The agreement is 
signed by the delegate of the Revolutionary Com- 
mittee, Urachelaschwili, the delegate of the former 
Georgian Government, Londkipanidze, and the ex- 

.8.F.8.R., Enukidze. 

Methods of Payment. 
In the “Ekonomitecheskaja Schisn,” Stein writes 

on the question of payment for the goods which 
Russia receives from abroad, and he proposes that 
Russia shall give certificates for the future deliy- . 
ery of certain commodities which Russia is in the 
position to deliver. In this way Russia would be 
able to import at once without havi to export 
all her gold. In any case, this would not 
be of any great use to the European countries whe 
received it. 

Trade with Soviet Russia. : 
The first English ship with a cargo of 4 

tons of merchandise for Soviet Russia has arr 
in Riga. 

The Norwegian Minister of Commerce, Brunn, 
‘ declares that the signing of the Commercial Treaty 
between Russia and England has destroyed the last 
hindrance to the completion of a similar treaty on 
the part of Norway. 

One bundred and two tons of different goods, in- 
cluding saws, telephone material, motors, etc., have 
left for Reval on the steamer “Heimdahi,” from 
Stockholm, to be sent on to Soviet Russia. The 
shipment has a value of about 430,000 Swedish 
crowns. 

The Composition of the Russian Commanist Party 
The Secretariat of the Central Committee of the 

Russian Communist Party has qollected details for 
presentation to the.Congress dealing with the social 
and party standing of the members of the Russian 
Communist Party. The information concerns 92,902 
members of the Party, of which 82.797 or 89 per 
cent. are men and 10,105 or Il per cent. women. 

“The following groups in percentages represent the 
social standing of the above number of party mem- 
bers: Workers 44 per cent., craftsmen and those 
employed in home industrics 5 per cent., peasants 
15 per cent., intellectuals 6 per cent., clerks and 
similar occupations 22 per cent., various (including 
such where occupation ig.not stated) 8 per cent. 

32 and 41, 
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purpose. They represent various 

TO ALL WORKERS IN THR-RABOUR MOVEMENT 

capitalist countries ke England, France and 

in the West and the international character of 

To L. M. LEIGH 1 

a
t
e
 
i
t
a
l
 

a
n
e
 
v
t
 

$7255 
Bas 

i
t
 
i
f
 tail 

ife, of the life of the young: ef forming Defence Units for the protection of li 
ings—not talking about them—that the du 

and take steps for the 

come many. 

busy 

wtion )«606HELP A 

ever) 

eave 

have 
ong weeny acumen that hy 

by the shareholders at their annual meetings. 

Brown - 

, you go to the carman and the railwayman 

It is #0 ob- 

ithout taking steps toe procure 
se a one-sided policy 

olstoi, 

in time of crisis. 

Bolsheviki 

T 

mother. 

not 

the Town Hall 

3 a. 8 5 
S- 

should form 

other 

uite successfully 
tare. The 

a
e
 

P
 i
 i
 
i
l
 

dis: 

should assemble at 
[ 

o
a
 

#¢
 

If you want goods moved sbout 

It is therefore to the experts in doing th 

Officialiem and “* voluntarism 

by the workers in the factories, 

The wealth-producers 
the enfeebled, of the expectant 

In every Metropolitan Borough and in 

When he attempts to be funny at the expense of 

to any One with © conse of humour as a 

Kar) Marx's beard he is a failure. 
viously dislike of Marx which produces this 

slow, the latter too amateurish, 

\! 
i i 

Lialt! 

153, Fleet 

at
 

bly 

it 

i
 
a
 
a
 

a
p
t
 

| 
e
u
 

j
e
 b
i
t
 
#
4
 

N
i
t
 H
i
 

it 

JUST OUT! 

AN APPEAL 
By E. SYLVIA PANKREURST. 

Strest, London, B.C. 4. 

Being the verbatim report of her 
Appeal heard at the Guildeall.. 
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