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LOUTH CLUBS by Bill Hickey
(For discussion)

Introduction

I have tried to show here how Youth Clubs in Britain offer the YCL
a vast opportunity of winning a large section of young workers to

giiggessive ideas and mobilizing them in the struggle apainst caplt-

I have not gone into the technical detalls of Youth Clubs unduly,
exept where 1t was necessary to show how the hostility of the cont-
rolling body could be defeated and how the young people who work

in these clubs could be won over to assist us,

I have written thils throughout in the context of a steady move to the
left by the working class, and whilst youth clubs are a political
force for progress I have tried to show how this is necessarilz tied
to the strength of the left as a whole, o

Although this is only a very rough guide, I feel it is basically how
we could expect Youth Clubs to develop ovér a long period of time, -
if we pay cnough attention to them, and I am convinced of the necess-
ity of doing so.

Youth Clubs = A Tool of Reactlon or a Force for Progress ?

In the present capitalist society Youth Clubs are designed to channel
young people into more easily accepting that society.

In the formative years when young peoplet's ideas are developing, the
tasks of youth clubs, scouts, guides &c. is to create an atmosphere
where young people will more easily accept the ideals, values and
morals of society. This is done very often from a predominently
Christian outlook. Lord Baden Powell once wrote of the urgency of
setting up the Scouts 'because if they didn't young people would
increasingly turn to Communism?®,

The ruling class knows quite well that if it dosn't keep the kids
off the streets and keep their ninde occupied, then these kids

will be an excellent breeding ground for discontent, which will exp-
ress itself in various forms of rebellion, vandalism, teenage gangs,
&c,, 80 in the same way that the unemployed were given menial jobs
in the 20's and the Forces make you clean everything in sight, young
people have youth clubs, not only to keep them occupied, but also %o
give them a definite lead.

Accepting the view that Youth Clubs are used as a weapon-of the rul-
ing class, what does this mean to us as Communists ? I think we can
safely say that the way Youth Clubs are used, whether they are react-
ionary or progressive, depends entirely on the balence of class forces
in society. Even within a capitalist society the working class should
in no small way be able to use these clubs for its own benefit,

To a certailn extent the holder of the purse strings has almost com-
ploete control over these clubs. In the main they are financed by the
Government, local councils and charities, or all these.

For the moment we can write off the Government, Labour or Tory, as
firnly controlled by the ruling class and definitely hostile towards
progressive ideas.

Sorfar as the local council is concerned, we could reasonably expect a
Labour Council to be more favourably disposed towards a progressive
youth club than a Tory Council, or even a Labour Government, This
would entirely depend on the balence of forces between the right and
the left, both in the Council Chamber and im the local community,
whilst a Labour Council would perhgps not initiate a progressive line
of thought, it could certalnly be made more reluctant to tdke action
against a progressive club. Contd
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So from this we can safely say that although we would have to tead

j io 8 ood work and make some ilmportant
carefully, we could still do some g verything would depend on the

gains within the present framework.

strength of the 1gft forces within the communities. The stronger the
left forces become the easier our work within the youth clubs would be
and this would, of course, congiderably help in the process of the
strengthening of the jeft.

114 the controlling bodies or committees could be
So if the hostility of the 8 T oth Dottt —

withstood, what would the position be with the
rank and file, so to speak. Over the last few ycars a considerable

change has taken place within the Youth Service. The traditional
matronly figure of the Viear's wife of the well-wishin middle aged
youth leader is gradually disappearing and is being replaced by a
younger, more idealist group of youth leaders, both full-time and

volunteer workers.

By the very fact that they have entered into this kind of work, a large
proportion of them tend to be more libera} and left-wing than their
counter~parts in other jobs. The o0ld type of youth leadet saw himself
as trying to teach the younger generation to respect the values of his
generation, but the new group of youth lecaders in the main vaguely
sees itself as trying to help their own generation to establiish its
own views. They also seem to be very sceptical about the powers~that-
be and the seemingly cndléss committees which produce reports but
never seem to do anything. i : .

This type, of:youth worker, far from being hostile to any changes in

youth clubs, are bé&sically looking for these changes themselves, ad-

mittedly in a vague ‘and confused sort of way with no clear objectives

but with their idealist outlook these youth workers are a great pot-

gitia%.force for change, which needs to be .channeled intc the right
rection., : { - :

Fhe liklihood of winning youth workers over to accepting progressive
demands is far greater than in any other section of industry. Perhaps
the biggest problem would be the relationship between the workers

in a club and the controlling body or committee of the club, Whilst

the youth workers have a considerable amount of control over the day-
to-day running of their club, there is still a feeling of insecurity.
Everything theoretically has to be approved by the controlling body

or committee (although this isn't always afthered t0), There i5 a feellnt
that if you go too far you will have to answer to them for it.

The committee always seem jusﬁ out of sight, but wi : sim;
ilar to a small firm where the boss coulg pép up g%tﬁig Ziﬁﬁggtﬁut
where you have no real contact with him, '

This would make it more difficult to organize the

significant advance has been made by the organiza§§o§°§%eisﬁn?3§ ;hidl
;ggidsbe pf iga% fSSlstanoe to us; probably glving volunteer workers
i ”bggsg?g elp also (there not being the sane relationship with

So far I have tried to show that is it i P
‘ Possible bs
ghroughout the country a progressive outlock andt%,gﬁgg %ggﬁhtglghe'
eiefit of the working class, Although this would e a long hard 1lab-
orious process, with many set-backs on the way; and neoessgrily tied

Contd......u-
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to the strength of the left ag a whole, it must become an important

part of our work, fir if we, don't male youth clubs work for us they
will certainly work against us.

What is very difficult to defibe ig exactly what is a progressive

youth club, A% what stage would ayouth olub stop being a tool of
reaction and become a force for progress ?

Also how could we

put a progressiv . 8 :
functions be ? progr e club to use ? Wrat would its

Basically, instead of being a place where youn eople are kept occ-—
upied and given a lead in order to stop thgm tgigkigg about tﬁe harm-
ful effects"of capitalism, youth clubs could become a kind of "Lib-
erated area™ where young people coan meet and discuss things without
the limitations of the outside world, In the same way that the Amer—
ican Peace Movenent has opened up woffee Bars outside U,S, Army bases
where G.I.s can talk with students, buy peace newspepers and listen
to anti-war songs,; our clubs would also have coffee bars atbached to
them where young people could enter and enjoy them, away from the normal
pressures of thg outside world, without someone breathing.down their
necks all the tiwne. It would be o place where they could listen to

anti-war songs and talk with progressive people and perhaps watch a
filn or buy left-wing papers. '

The difference in th&se clubs would only need to be marginal because

we would be using the same machinery as the ruling class. Only by
slightly gltering its outlook we would be able to turn the young people
in an entirly different direction, We would be able to get to know each
other. We would be able to teach young people the values of helping
each other via the club. We would be abse to mobilize the young people

- to help the tenants in a rent struggle, of if there is a bad housing

problem show them the cause of it through "Shelter", We could use the
club in order to campaign for the use of school playing fields, gym-
nasiums, &c. :

All this could be done merely by having an enthusiastic group of prog-
ressive young workers in the club and by creating a suitable atmosphere
whereby the young people using the club would be cncouraged to express
themselves more, _ '

Foom this we could advance to more advemburous things, like an exhib-
ition or a concert: for Vietnam, or mobilizibg support for the Anti-
Apartheid Movement. Weshould have good opportunities here, because most
teachers have supported the S.T.S,T. campaign and the Youth Services
Association iB affiliated to the N,U.T,

In the same way the V;S.C. was able to move freely in Universities and
hold confercnces there, the S,T.S,T. would have been able to move

- within youth clubs,

i We should also try to crecate ties with the Trade Unions and Trade Cou-

ncils to get them to sponsor or finance clubs. There is no reason why
we shouldn't have *““Young Trades Clubs® like we have "Trades Clubs.?

' A11 this could happen within the existing framework of youth clubs.

It would be a long time before young people become 'aclimatised! to
the new outlook and were prepared to move into some of the more adven-

. turous thingsi but given the right conditions we should be able to set

the ball rolling with a determined group of young progressive workers
who were prepared to spend a lot of timeiln what would appear to be an
un worthy task,.

ContAeeeecons
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We must remember that young people oX® Oﬂg‘vaihgzogengve as the
conditions in which they live and worx &

Every now and them the conditions in *;.7I£i~::h‘fg?e{x é?fr?.nzgegwind aroyy, ,
a particular issuve conditions become Ilpeé the dlosing &f ng to th.
left, This could be around a rent batble or B8 T Oft L OF 8 Locg ™
factory. This is on thés type oF 1ocaltggrg§otﬁc lopt. whole ¢ omy.
unity takes a defibate, if tempord y SUer.

This would naturally be reflected in the loc al];tgog;c.gbaggdgf these
young people had beecn going o thelr locai y(a)nd serhime evgm:.ng '
N prog%ess%\ée;miilggdwggcl)g ge in an excelleniﬁ:l gﬁ:‘i“éf&
ing this very issue, then that C " :

ien tp mobilize theée young people, but, Wh&balis xggrev %Iélportant, i
would be able to cons6lidate what would normally & UeLporary moye

to the left,

Things would prmobebly quiten
only think aud discuss society an

down again and these young people woy)y
d politicstgccasponal%z, btlzt sudd-
enly they weold again be faced with a situation wiere the class st
lel%'ec;zmg nore bolber and more clearer, so they wou.d go into the cfﬁ
knowing that they could get help and adylce.rhere, and so again thg
olub would move into sction, but this time it would be easier=becayg
everyone would remember what they learned last time and what their a
talked abous since then. So this time they would be able to develop
even further and consolidate what they had learned even more. And so
it would go on until they have a definate progress:ve outlook and
could take part in more general political activitySand hedp to dev-

elop other young people.

'From tjis we can see how working in youth clubs can give us an opp-
ortnity to asiist and consolidate what is baslcally a natural dev-

elopmente

One of the things that has hampered us in the past 1s that people ar
willing to fight when they are directly affected, but then they for-
- get all about iv.

Ve a{Ll know that fenants associations can have hundreds of tenants
in fierce struggle with the Council, but within twomonths of things
qul)c—éf;ening down they are strugsling to get 6 people for a Committee
meetiliZe .

Its the sane with Irade Unions. Go along to any branch meeting and
you will see tic same old faces, but as sson as something happens,
thousands of workers are brought into the strugzle, and then within
2 months you are back to the sanie old faces again.’

What we should do 1s usd a club that people will come to for enter

tainment, as a link between o S
achieve some sobt of continuigf, truggle and the next, to try and

It must be rememberéd that young people are constantly questioniné

the cstablished order of thingg
this a better place to liveigg; and looking for new ways of mekiné
out

Youth clubs can give us
an excellent opportunity of winning th‘;tynot

workers and the local yoy
 fail to seize this ippborrtagig;?ple OVer to our ideas and we mu
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T  BRIT ISE _CUTH _MOVINRNT

by JOHN BOQYD

(For Discussion) ,
\

Part 1 - The Youth Service, its past and present structure

The origins of today's Youth service, that is the youth organiza-
tions, dates back to the 18th ang 19th centuries from meveral roots.
Before this time youth was marked by its age rather than for sociolog-~
ical reasons. This is not surprising for young people and children
worked as soon as they were able and up to sixteen hours a day, six days
a week. This was very necesSary in order to help supplement the inade-
quate wages of their parents. lLeisure and spare time, like holidays
were non-existant. On top of this there was no compulsory education
until 1870. There were many acts of Parliament relating to children
and youn g persons throughout the 19th Century. 3Some of these scts
limited the 2ge at which children could be esployed and the hours they
could work. This was the result of various campaigres to improve the ;
lot of children and young people., They helped to alleviate some of the: .
horrible tragedies and conditions of youngsters, and linked with com-
pulsory education cleared the way for recognizing tke special needs of
youth. At first it was mainly a concern for their spiritual well-being
courled with their physical condition,

fbout the only exception to there being no youth organization before
the 18th century was that the Army and Navy have uscd boys, for instance
drurmer and bugle boys. The Royal and Merchant Navies had some training
ships for boys, in the main using waifs, strays and orphons. These were
hardly youth organizatione and were more for recruiting and training boys
for the services, just z=s they are today, some of tcday's Sea Cadet Units
have their origin at this time.,

Sunday Schools first appeared in the 1780's set up by the Church.
These schools were for the specific purpose of teachning, above all else,
young people how to read so that they could understsond the Bible to
further their religious understanding and reverance. Other subjects were
taught such as needlework to occupy the mind, One 6ther stated object of
the Sunday Schools was to keep bovs, in psrticul-r, from darzaging pro-
rerty. :

The Young Ien's Christien. Association (YMCA) followed next with its
widdle-class outlook and religious buckground. This was founded in the
1850's and provided a ciub-type of atmosphere mixed with a liberal
amount of religious study meking it more palatable t?an the church.

Boys Sections, however, were not opened until later :in the century.

As has already been mentioncd, during the 19th, century, t?e condi-
tions under which children and young people worked were appall}ng. It
is well known thzt they worked down coal mines and 4n c?tton @111§ before
they were half way to ten years of age. This was the time epitomised py
such nzzes as Shaftsbury, Barnardo, Dickens and Shetgrd. These and-
others vere the figure heads of sections of people ?no were cogcern?¢
about children and youth. This was also the same fifty years in which
the majority of the youth orgznizations were formed, and was part of
the same concern for young people. The principle reasons were moral
and religious rather than social and educational ones,

{ igi i in "industrious and

lan aople saw religion as the vehicle to.obteln :
sober liziig*? 4bout the only deliberate conscious efforts by the ruling
class to organize the nation% young were the encouragement of the early

pre-service organizations, und the Girl Cuides a little later, but not
surprisingly the Roy Scouts.

John Becyd iz a wember of the Communist Party Nationgl Youth Affairs
Committee. ¢
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1ittle to form youth orgrnizations 4
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The working claae Add vor
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a Lhrest to cerdilions and wages
Tlsewhere the woriing class hag orgenized in nearly every olher sphe,
from pins »nd rnopefative atares O worling monff Cl?bﬂ but it hag ¢
never -~uccessfully orgonired th, a weakness which 18 peramount
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§5.th the tremendous arowth of the vrjtis? ﬂmplr?, Tlouhﬂi*e the
jndustrisl revolution came nAany voluntary militery M““Tb organizatiopg,
who h-d their own Caret companies. These '\.:"_UJC‘t‘COYn:’Oa?J-QS were the
notural rvecrviting grounds for tha adult csmﬂanl?a and are Foday to be
found as part of the Army Cudet ¥ Many Ofrthc”e hrlgﬁJeﬂ and
companies were attnched to churches. The -CY8 “T}gfde (??) was the
result of combining the activities of tne Sunday 030201 with that of
militzry drill, The BB was formed in Glasgow 1D 1883 and iz still the
ma jor boys organization ip agotland. The QHUFCh lad's Erlﬂﬁﬁe, the
Jewish T 1's Fripade and the Boy's Tife Brigade were all copies of the

. 1 : T :
BR. All of them used dummey rifles, exeept the Boys Life Brigade whichp
concentrated more on First

and bible classes. The Girls

were copics for pirls yith some of
for render

replaced with Pirst tid,
field, The aim of thege Brigades c@n be
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Lite Brigade (318) snd the Girls Brigade
tre militery training toned down apg
ing to the wounded on the battle

summed up in the Doys Brigace

object:

t of Christ's Kingdom arong boys, >nd the
bits of obedience, reverence, discipline,
5 true Christian

SPhe advancenen
~romotion of ha X
self=recpect and all that tends towarcs

manliness,’

veing leoid on obcdience and discipline through nmiliary drill

the stress ;
pixed up with the feer of God. like ‘isquare beshing’ in the zarmed

forces this sort of traiping must partially rob young people of their
zbility to thirk for themselves or act on their own initiative.

At the same tiwe &5 these organizations were being formed at the
end of the century the club movement for both boys and girls, scparate-
ly, of course, were being set up by philanthropists, religious bodies
and progressive cducationalists. The clubs were a step away from the
main 'komes' for boys and girls (1like Dr. TNarnardo's ctc.) ~nd were
busad on onc or morc of four major points. The exanples of the
iiechanic's Institutes and working men's colleges, the soldierly tyre,
sports type, and last by no means least, the temperancce type where cocca
evenings werec held. BPecause of these different varieties of club many
wpre.linksd with the churchk and many others had working class roots.
fcr }nstance tre lational Tedersztion of VYiomen Workers had a committee
in 1595.0rgfnizing clubs for girls throughout the countrv. This was
;2§+gf the very few nctions taren by the working class to organize

th,

- . . 3
Socinzlist Sunday S;héglé iho%POv';.. S??e 8091allsts ?rganlzed t_e
ious Sunday Schbois; Tuis sméfi mg compzte gt fesni the.fellg’
Socislist principles using r-oci. 1€*¥eTen AR t? bz, ?hl_drE?
tion is today known as the o .? . FOLEE an@ stories. This org&x-
o : as the Socialist Fellowship. It has taken a mod
1,1§d'form'comparpd with that of its foundation when it reploced the
rfl;glous ideos with socialist ideas but kept the same form as its
;izzi;ntThi ottFr %ogt?ibution was nssociéted with the Co~op€'I‘ative
in 1JO6 wgtinunZiprftzlSE Federation of Young Co-operators Was forne
of the Co—oner;tiJnvé G omomn as Youth Circles. This was the resd
sppeared inLSC‘ttz;~dnl°ﬂ-en90uraglng adolescent groups. Thes®
simed at Co-Oﬁéreto;s Soﬁlztles with no common object or name and
o R tenso A NOE0. Tée*;n.OTtugately this organization went out 0.ng
e Tennt in e ;z;msigniﬂ however, that it is re—a?Pearl.
g e Young Members Organization:

iza”

were

f.er

rid. They +11 held compulsory drill parede,
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During this perio? there were still pressures to stop or reduce
the employment of young nersons. This went ~long with'ﬂ movemegt
towords taking an interest in the henlth of young vecple nnd children,
Both these trends coincide with the pe-k of the British Empi?e and
the Roer Var. There wna ~1lso » grent intercst particulnrly in the
United States although in f:ct it wns world-wide, in who? is gener-
ally known =s "iooderaft, The interect w's in the educational ~nd
health velues. The Red Indinns had used wooderaft skill in the
backvoods to trrck down food, meinterin o high stondard of.henlth,
and to defend themselves for many decades. At the same Flme as the
developing intere=t in woodcraft therc were experiments in new
educational mcthods. The liontemsori principle, which is basically
learning by doing, being the most import-nt one as far 25 the youth

organizationz wers concerned. One of the Tmpire builders, Lord
Boden-Powell, used both wooderaft and the Montessori methods in the
army with great succcas. Vooderaft, or o bronch of it known as

Scouting. was extremely important in the ariy for the purpose of
reconnaisance and intelligence. bere were no maps to speak of, air-
craft and rodios hod not been invented either, to a2dd te the expansion
of the BEmvire. Bsden-Powell put his ideas into & booklet called

“Aids for Scouting®. His being the hero of Mafeking helped to
popularise amongst educationalists and lenders of youth organizations
the ideas of scouting and woodcraft. The booklet was re-writtcn with
the aim of introducing the theme around woodcrsft into the existing
clubs, brigades and schools. Sponteaneously both boys and girls used
the 0ld and the new book “Scouting for Boys' and formed their own

groups. The movement grew ranidly. he then Secretary for War,
Loré Heldane, told Baden-Fowell,

"I feel that the organization of your Boy Scouts has
so important a bearing on the future that probably
the greatest service you ron render to the country
is to devote yourself to it."

In 1908 the ruling class gratbed control of the scout track cart.
Along with the central theme of woodcraft was woven God, King and
Ympire. The Girl Guides issociation followed soon in 1910, The title
of the guides first manual was '"How girls can help build the enpire'’,
It was realised that thesc girls were the futurc mothers of boys in

the generation to follow, To start with Badcn-Powell's sister Agnus
led the Guides.

The main success of the scouting movement which is now world-
wide and still expanding is because it is based on woodcraft. In
1908 it was aimed at all denominafions of religion end open to non-
religious types of troop as well. It took young people into the
countryside and helped them to take an intcrest in the world around
them. The activities were stimulating and unrestrictive in contrast to

the rigid brigades. There has been no mass children's or youth
organization founded since the scouts and guides.,

During the first world war the
other youth orgsnizal.ions were use

instancs the Sea Scouts replaced cozstguards to relesse them for war
service. The Toys! Brigade, Church Lads' Brigade, and the Jewish
Lads' Brigade were »ffiliated with the Cadet Force which was part of
the Territorial Forces Association. Scouts :cted as messenger boys
at the war office. /11 the youth org:inisations werc under a strain
during the war because meny of their leaders were in the forces.
Gene:r 1ly young people were causing concern because of the rise in
delinquency. The gov rnment deci ed to talie on some responsibility
for youth. It ig from this point in time that the guvernment has
gradually taken on more and more responsibility for youth and its
organisations. This first sten was by the Tome Office in setting
up a Juvenile Organisations Committee which h

‘ . Lor ad the express purpose
of encouraging boys to join brigades and clubs.

scouts and guides along with
d #8 part of the war effort. For
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After the lst World iar snd tb enction ag inst war ang
its trimming'.= there woe a mnjor Bplit in the Boy' Scoutionﬁozi?tion.
The breakaway group wanted more woodcraft and 1es;ig§o KiftpYi:Z ist
jingoism, they formed an organisation called the &h' Man ‘ {ed.
B Ritt means in sombre language 'great strengt “sie labour,
in the working class thought that the Kibbo K%ft {??t,c and sect
Movement's scout orgnnisation, put it became ld?a.lz . : id g
to the extent thet it wes using woodcraft “?d.bLCRgeilazeuzgeleig
as a solution to the ills of capitalist soelit%;oke a;ay end formeg

EKift had become very extrenist a amall numbe " p ;
the small but important Wooderaft Foll in 1925. This organisation

had the help of the Co-operative movement, initi;léyﬂzh:$12iiz ;am?
from the education committee of the Royal Arsena 0-Opers Sllacy

e gener"1 T

There were other eventrn in the youth movement indicating the

resction against war and imperialism. The Boy Scogt? dioppeg some of
its flag waving, the Boys' Brigade and other Brigﬂ?e? st?ppe tusing
dummy rifies in their pilitary-grill and 9ther orgerisations toned
down some of the imperisclist ideus in their programmes of a?t1v1t¥.
The Doys' Erigade and the chureh Lads! Brigede withdrew their affil-

iation from the Cadet Force in the early 20's.

ical recreation was a natural
developed between the two world
ling clubs, and sports associa-
anised to give children in

The idea of open-air and phys
evolvement from woodcraft and was
wars. Playing fields associations, cycC
tions nushroomed. School camps Were org ;
poorer districts a holiday in the fresh air. Royalty had a f%nger in
camps, the Duke of York (later to be King George VI) had some experi-
mental” camps where boys from different clasces were encouraged to
mix. The Youth Hostels issociation was formed in 1930 and enabled
voung people in particular to get into the countryside ‘under their
own steam’, =nd the hostels coul: be used for a checap overnight stayy
The Central Council of Physical Recrecation was formed in 1935 with the
object of ensuring ‘"that there are opportunities for everyone, partie-
ularly young people, to take part in vhatever sport or other physical
activity attrazcts them ...” : : , o

In the club movement the Girls Clubs had formed a natibnal
association to be joined a little later by the mixed clubs. The
Boys Clubs formed the National Association for Boys Clubs in 1925.

In the late 1930's the ruling class becmme very interested in
harnessing the youth organisations a little more securely to the
cstablishment. In 1939 after some discussions between themselves,
about ten of the leading youth organisations formed the Standing
Conference of National Juvenile Organisations (SCNJO). Shortly
afterwards the Government made itself responsible for the welfare
of yoth and made grants to the major youth organisations. The
e?ceptlons.to‘thesc grants were the religious and political organisa-=
tions. This step was the beginning of the official Youth Service
In 1941 the government made registration of 15 and 17 yeer olds c;m-t
pulsory. Along with the registration went an interview ;hich had the
opject of encouraging the young peovle to dmploy their leisure ;ime
wisely, to join a youth organisation and to assist the national
effort. During the war the pre-service organisati a na
Cadets, the Sea Cadets and the new Air T EatiSevionR, B, AONY
and were used to suprly the seryices T;alﬁlng Corps, grew rapidly
ssEnaLathon vrovhiel, sl mm hostels.fo $ Young Vomen's Christian
branches of the Boy Scouts, particul r Land grmy Girls. Certain

arly the Air Scouts, had strong

linko -7ith the Cadet Forces Th
. e ¢
to the major youth organisations c;iiigﬁgdgrants From thie Gurepanes

K d

In 1944 the Education Ac

. : R ct made i

Educa?log_ﬂuthorltles to form ygu:hlt man@atory for all’Local
prganisation wes defined as a. p ¢ gnnisations, . (A Youth

N , ody of : .
.d@lt or adults formally constitu{cd aig“;getgn;SiOCIiti;n ¥ith an
2 egularly or

al]
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purposes within the terms of the Youth Servicc. The Youth Service was
the provision made by loc 1 education authorities and voluntary organ-
isetions through leisure-time activities for tlic physical, mental and
sriritual development of youth.) This resulted in the setting up of
rrexises such 2s c¢ludb buildings, end included finsncial aid. This is
where the Youth Service was expanded and it now consists of both vol-
untary and state organisations ns well as state provided facilities.

In this wmwove the religious orgenisations werc included but the political
vouth groups still excluded,

During the late 1°50's a warning was sounded by King George's
Jubilee Trust in its "Citizens of Tomorrow’ that the Youth Service was
in difficulties ond thit there was a movement by youth away from the
youth orgonisations. On top of this many organisations wers in acute
finsncial and leadership crises. The Government took heed of the warn-
ing and set up the committee chaired by Lady Albermarle to investigate
the Touth Service. Tven before its report had been completecd machinery
had been set up to bolster the Youth Service with money, men and matedal.
Grants were extended to cover nearly 211 youth organisations except the
rolitical ones, and more cash was made availazble to the statutory Youth
Service side as well. Out of the Albermarle report a Youth Service
Develorment Council was appointed to study and look after the Youth
Service on behalf of the Department of Education and Science. The
nmembers of this Council were appointed for their interest in youth
¥Orx on 2 personzl basis.

Since the end of the second worid war a nurber of youth organisa-
tions have merged together. The Girls' Life Brigade and the Girls!
Guildry with the Girls! Brigade of Forthern Ireland have formed the
Girls' Brigade. There is a Combined Cadet Corps as wcll as the three
pre-service orgmnisztions. The Girls Venture Corps is now the girls'
tre-service organisztion replacing tae Girls! Training Corps and the
Yiomern's Junior Air Corps. As well as these mergers a number of
orgarisations hzve had new looks. These are in the main the organisa-
tions with a uniform which have modernised their uniforms, alterczd the
2ge groupings and chznged some of the names. Along with thesze new looks

has gone some mild radical changes but the basic ideas and programme
remzirs the same.

The Youth Service has row been extcnded into some colleges and
schools wherc activities are led by tutor-youth officers. The statutory
Youth Service now tolerztes commercizlism, and * ere has been some dis-
cussion about letting privzte enterprise run youth clubs ard czntres.
£ start has beer made in this dircction in tre bowling 2lleys and dis-
cotheques. Other reccent developments hzve been the Duke of Edinburgh's
iward Scheme, actually brsed on the old County Badge 3cheme, extensions
to the Cutward Bound Trust, and the new Task Force for rendering
voluntzry service to old people and others in nced in the community.
Tasx Force has been in acute difficultics due to the withdrawal of
voluntary finance. All these latest orgenisations arc open to all young
pcorls in sckool, college, foctory and youth organisctions.

Ties with the estoblishment

Because of the origins of the youth organisations the leaders at
national level are faithful to the est blishment, op the whcle they are
appointed rather than elected. Some organisations have » sem>lance
of democr.~y but this is = very thin veil. At local level the leaders
cre drawn from the working class and the middle class. sny of the
local lesders orc co occupied and devoted that they do not fully
understand -11 the implications of what they are doing, and wherc they
dc and try to make changes they can only meet with limited success.
Kost of thesc rank snd file lcaders have come up through their own
orgznis tion 2nd have hz2d nc specific training 25 a youth leader,
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t the National College for Trainip
This wes to train large numbgr
8

Following the Albemarle repor
nto the Youth Service,

Youth Leaders was sct up ot Liige::ezgem "
of yvouth leaders ond then to 1nje .
Othzr colldes and universities run courses for youth leaders but

thesc -re usually linked with sociology courses. The National €o1]

856
. - be open for a specific period,
for Training Youth leaders :ée Iz the Youth gervice Information Centpe

1 id h roining coll . p
éhgzggzn:rz go{lects and collotes information ogh:léezzgicsagegling
with youth, prrticularly youth orE?niU?tiofséo the youth leade evelopeq
into the power house for distributing ideas { el in o rs in
the Youth Servicc. Some of its projects are oarra v 2§ On Co-operatygy
with the Standing Conference of National Volundary iou rganisationsg,

Cash for the Youth Survice youth organisations comcs from severa)
sources. The Youth Service Development Council distributes grants to
» isotions at national lcvel, The

2 fercnce member organi :
the Standing Conferc id at local level. The Xing George

& neati iuthorit ives a )
$§c§imggi~it;3§d has mongysdistributed th?ough the Stgndlng Conference
as well as financing several experiments 1n you?h work. A further
source of income for the organisations is from industry: this appears

the Government grant gets larger. This ig

to be getting smaller as ran’
particularly the cace for the Scouts and Guides.

The Composition of the Youth Service Today

The normal way in which youth organisations are classified is
extremely misleading. Normally the organisations ‘are grouped dinto
uniformed and non-uniformed, and then a further vague breakdown within
these two groups. I will propose, and will use, the following classi-
fication which sorts organisatiors into groups which will make it
easier to understand their role in society.

Care should be talen when examining the statistics. For instance
they cover different age groupings. They may or may not include
either leaders Northern Ireland, or Scotland snd so on. Also a very
active girl may belong to the Guides, the Pony Club, the Youth Hostels
Association and the Sunday School.

“Nunber of e i . ¥
gzg:nz:ation Organigations Individual Membership in
} In each group Tacnh Croup
1066 - 1067 - 1968
Religious 6 : 201,000 189,000 175,000
Club Religious 11 674,000 - 855,000 769,000
Military Rellg?ggs 6 263,000 254'000 261,000
Clubdb Y, .
o serv i “27,000 k47,000 45,000
Pre-military BerVice 5 99,000 92.000 97,000
Special int ! k
wpcsla interest 5 376,000 374,000 . 366,000
ROfSISE Sotre 2 1,084,000 1,138,000 1,126,000
Woodcraft 1 e Sl
working class 5,000 5,000 £,000
. ~1
Working cless 2 '
1
14,000 - 11,000 11,000

Grand Totals: 40

L ‘
3,143,000 3,365,000 3,258,000
I ,
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There arc approximately 7% million youth aged 12-21 inclusive.
f the 3 million in the youth orgsnisations over 1 million are aged
15-20. This means that the majority of young people are members or

have been members of a youth organisation before they are eligible to
become members of the labour movement.

The most glaring comparison of figures is the pitifully small

numbers in the working class organisations compared with almost any
one of the other organisations,
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1ajor youth organisntions

6 196

Organisation A ge Span 1962 196 *7? 1968
—

RELIGIOUS q 18

Girls' Fdendly Society G =21 23,000 19,000 1000 18,009

Salvation Army

(Youth Dept.) B&G -21 99,000 109,000 104,000 - 99,00
Yougg Christian
Worse 3G 14-21 17,000 18,000 18,000 18,000

. 2 00 17,000

Church Army BG -21 17'800 e 17,000
Covenanter Union B 12-19 13’000 20’060 iévOOO
Christian Endeavour B -21 23 ’ 4000
Sunday Schools BXG

201,000 189,000 175,000
CLUB REBLIGIOUS ' ‘ A
Ass. for Jewish Yth., B&G 8-20 15,000 23,000 23,000 25,000
Catholic Youn g Mens!

S ociety B 14-21 25,000 15,000 15,000 15,000
Th e Grail G -21 13,000 13,600 13,000
Catholic Youth '

Service Council B&G -21 39,000 54,000 62,000
Methodist Ass. of

Youth Clubs B&G -21 182,000 157.000 180,000 115,000
YMCA B =21 48,000 52,000 54,000 56,000
YWCA G =21 20,000 18,000 18,000 13,000
Christian Ass. of

Women arnd Girls G =21 600 600 700
Church of England : _

Youth Council B&G 14-21 273,000 394,000 394,000
Congregational Youth B&G 13-20 35,000 35,000 40,000
Union of Maccabi Ass. B&G -21 6,000 6,000 6,000
Welsh League of Yth. B&G =21 45,000 43,000 43,000 43,000

] ]
774,000 855,000 769,000

MILITARY RELIGIOUS
Boys' Brigade B -18 159,000 149,000 150,000 148,000
Girls' Vs G -21 92,000 92,000 $82,00C 92,000
Church Lads' Brigade B 8-21 15,000 12,000 12,000 12,000
gampaizgegs' B&G -18 10,000 10,000 9,000

ewls aas

Jewish Girls!

263,000 25K,000 261,000

CLUB
Nat, Ass. of Boys

Clubs B 13-19 152,000 0
Nat. Ass. of Youth ! 165,000 165,000 169,00

427,000 T%7,000 &45,000

PRE MILITARY SERVICE
Army Cadet Force B 14-18 I
Combined Cadet Force B 73;888_ k0,000 39,000 40,000
Air Training Corps B 14-20

ea Cadet Corps B 12~ 29,000 35,000 28,000 31,000

- Venture G 21 19,000 18,000 18,000 18,000

Girls' Venture Corps G 13-20 ’ 1
3 5,000 6,000  7.000 8,000
——— i ——— ——
99,000 92,000 97,000
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SFECIAL INTEREST
British Red Cross B&G
Society (Jjnrs.) schl. lvg.
St. John Ambulance

Brigade (Cadets) B&G -16
Youth Hostels Ass. BS&G =21
N‘tc Fedo YO\lng

Farmers Clubs B&G -21
Pony Clubdb BaG -21

EMPIRE AND WCODCRAFT
The Scout Assn. B =21
Girl Guides aissn., G =21

WOODCRAFT AND WORKING CLASS

Woodcraft Folk B&G 6-18

WORKING CLASS COOVFERATIVE
Cooperative Youth

Movenent B&G 7-21
Socialist Fellowship

1962 1966 1967 1968
84,000 78,000 76,000 79,000
65,000 53,000 60,000 60,000

155,000 176,000 178,000 16#,000
40,000 34,000 29,000 32,000
31,000 30,000 31,000 31,000

375,000 376,000 37%,000 356,000

: 509,000 489,000 494,000 460,000
557,000 595,000 644,000 666,000
1,066,000 1,064,000 1,138,000 1,126,000
5,000 5,000 8,000
16,000 14,000 11,000 11,000



- 10 -

arc either membera, aee

tions 1isted
va.or of ational Voluntary

Most of the organisa S o temame
or observers of the Stending ConA® once ‘
Organisations (SCIWYO). The majority of Thels ind}{idual membery
are in the school age bracket. Older YOUFh: Ozef ;t y:srs of age,
do not belong to = youth organisation, Olthfug ”02 of them hay,
been mombers at some time or other. A survey carried out in 1946
showed that over 65% of pll men and over 57 of all women Had
belonged to a youbh organisation. One ir three men hod been in
scouts and one in three women in the guides. One in ten men hag
been in the pre-service military orgnnisations but only one in 4
hundred women. This indicates the uase ;?flu?noe and strength of
the ideas and philosophies.of,theoe orgenisations.

OCiatQ
]
Youty

tions who have &any political connee-
roitted to take part in the Youty
Service. In tuis way left and socialist ideas arc kgpt out of tje
Youth Servicc. This is the major reoson, and 13 2 historical one,
why the jrogressive youth organisations are in 3_-801at10n' from the
main youth movement. This hes left the §l§1d wide opon to reactigg.
ary .ideas predoninsting in the form of nilitery training, religion
of the establishment, or empty debates and neutra} activity. Thig
ersures that the organisations ond their Bembe?shlp are either fajty.
ful to capit lism or at least not anti—capital}sm. The leaders of
these organisations at loccl level are autoncticelly loyal to the
notional ypolicies of their group and h-ve terms of rcfercncz that
src ‘non-political®. Tpained leaders come in the main frenm sociology
courses, with again u code of conduct of leaving politics out of
youth work., This means in proctice leaving out left ond sccialist

~
idexse

Youth groups or organica
tions have up to ncw not been e

"

The Albemarle Report obviously saved the school oge group for

the Youth Service., Experimeais are being carried out to win older
youth to orgonisations or movements to keep them within the fold.
A major research project has been started ~t Keele University to
look into the Youth Service, out of this project moy come new forms

of organising youth.
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Youth Service Devclopment Council

. th’l‘h_}.s bﬁiggn us chronologically to the 1970's nnd automatically
’o e ou? mﬁrvice Devulopmcnt gouncil'g (YSDC) report "outh
nd Community Work in the 70tg, B This report covers a wide

vista of work including young adults, youth, nnd the top ngcs of

the childrens' orgrnisations. Therc are proposals from two commit-
tece who investignted youth work in schools sand youth work with adult
orgenisations, In addition the Department of Wducation and Science

(DES) h ns examined the question of youth leander training.

Briefly the rcport stites:

That only 29 of youth nre attrrctcd to the Youth Service but
this folls off at 19-20 especially for girls. On the other hand
tho.voluntary youth organisctions are more successful nt this age.
It is xccognised that the youth service hns failed to equip young
peop}e to meet many problems in the ch-nging scene for youth.

Tor instancc the rioising of the school leaving 2ge, the ending of
Uational Service, o tecchnologicol society, the “generation gap®,
the expension of further educction nnd the implications of a
nulti-racicl society. Further the youth service has nct a broad
enough appeal in attracting and unattached. The public, industry
and commerce are not aware of the youth scrvice und its facilities
ond cducational estoblishicnts consider the youth scrvice as of
secondary importancc., This is despite the Newsom nnd other reports
having called for youth wings and relntions between youth organisa-
tions and educational estoblishrents. The report states, ‘we

see nerit in extending the concept of the e?ucational priority
area to the Youth and Community Service“.(2

It is recormended that both schools and colleges should have
maxinum communal use. Agreement wns not reached on the provision
of rcereational facilities to include young sdults in further
education by the youth service. But did recognise that institutes
and colleges sho 1d provide wore than just classes and that there
should be moximum comnunal use of the buildings.

The yéuth service should be the responsilbility of the DES
and continue its links with the educctional provision. The
primary aim of the Servicce should be the social education of
young people to help find and create a place in changing
society with 2 critical involvement in their community. Their
involvenent is to include both commercial and non-commercial
enterprise with a specinl nced of both sexes being able to neet
and nix informally to estoblish healthy relationships.

The council in trying to answer ‘What kind of Youth Service
do we went?' asked itself, 'What kind of socicty do we want?!
coning up with the answer an tactive society'. To achieve this
there should be 'community provision' meaning the supply of
buildings, 'community organisztion' which is the co-ordination
of existing groups rather than developing new ones, and

'comnunity development' especially in education.

There ig o special appeal to the youth orgonisations of the
political porties which arc scen as hoving a useful role.
Pelitical ecducntion is secn as thc one great vacuun in the lives

1. Youth and Community work in the 70's: E3: HM30 1969.

2. lage 2.
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; ise the qdi
gtotes, 'le recogn 1
of young pecple, but t2°°;°§:§§g imblic funds to BUPPOTt pargy Lt

and question the w%f?OYIt is 0180 recomiaended that the trade Uniong

n
Poals ek popiidve stepa to nvolve YOUDS PeCFLE iR Reating ang

conmittee work,

The 14-20 age ronge of the Service is ePSLEUAL GHA shouly

y n use the Youth Service for ag 14,
tropped a0 that Joung DOOLL onge spectol attention should 1"
peid to the i3 year olds with a view to Gthn lng eslgua:wgwarda
“as finance permits. Youth work with the BC‘OZ %i iy
involvement -nd responsibility to help mnkGhi deation more informs)
to ossist in bettor teacher/pupil relationshipSe

N

The jﬁvenile inage of the Youth Serviceo mus:‘be nglacod by
non-dircetive and self determination pethods g?t.lng q‘ults to
youth ac social equale. One of the najor cr#tlclsm:het Present
youth pr vision is that it imolates the young-from e rest of
socicty. Further “Work with young adults nust, in the future,
therefbre; no longer be a device for the so?ial coptrol of th?g)by
others and it must be scen not to be, lest it be mistrusted,"‘~<

be

mccept

To cssist in new approaches such as wide ?ﬁsed clubg, tutor
youth officers in schools and colleges, up-dating of evening classes,
¢ ppuses and youth wings at schools and collgges, further yQuth
lesder troining is required, The stcp gap cne year covrse initiated
by the Albermarle report needs to ve lengthened t9 two years with g
view to a three year course in the future. Training Colleges should
have a Youth Leoder option ond other colleges have small training
units. )

To administer all these v posals‘the'initiative is to be left
with the DES and to assist in this direction the DES wants a working

paper on schools/youth service, and cooperation between all the social
services dealing with youth.

The goiernment is still'to‘discuss and adopt the report follow-
ing the public discussion at the end of 1959,

In the socicty we live in ot present the report is a large
stev in the corrcet direction. The state is taking on, at a painful
.tortoi§e pacc, uore responsibility for its youth instcad of leaving
it to the "voluntary” effort. The YSDC have put forward mony fine
proposals which in turn will require plenty of roney to make the
Yepth and Cousunity Sercice a reality, The report contains mang
hardy onnucls such as using schools_ahd colleges for comnunity work.

Z‘;E?alc‘ ticulor provos:l appearcd in the 194k Bducation Act with
¥ +leges being used by schools as’ ganisations:
The position to date is that there 28 well as youth organ

: . are n o county colleges and We
still hake, by ond large, the some sechool buildings of 194k,

Unfortunately unless substanti rt
. antial sums are forthcoming the repe
;22 rgz;mmengatiogs and proposnls will founder on the rocks with
"o haer ; SCatlonal and comrunity provision” wrecks. The YSD
substontiey oo Yo accept that it is unlikely that there will be a0y
& mmaridis se;:gdeﬁGB%n these funds available for all Parté of t?e
trap of attenpting to g 223 i;pc’rt then falls into theupual suicit
in a pinching Petecr to z ¢ present level of inadequate noney

and proposals. In 1067.8 Paul game in order to finance new 56h¢2®
=8 in Ingland and Wales a total of £10

_——‘/

1. Poge &1

2., Tage 77
3. Page 127
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pillion was exvended on the Youth Jervice by the LFA's. In more
realistic terms that hardly nceds comment, this avernges out to Z2
per tead of population in the youth service nge range. Some author-
ities spend up to "4 per head :nd others less than 51 per hesd., To
be successful the financing of the service must be ststutory znd
payable by the LEA's with a DES grant as with educntion. This goes
further then the report, already quoted, in s2ying '"le see merit in
oxtending the concept o{ ghe educational priority arca to the Youth
and Comnunity Service." 1

These latest proposals would help enrich the lives of young
peorle and children as well as some adults. Given the correct
opportunities and initiative the range of activities and amenities
available could extend fron playing in an orchestra to just ‘'knowing
how to chat up birds."(2) The idea of the conrmiunity aspect of the
service will assist youth out of its isolation aos we¢ll as helping
adults to rccognise that they arce socionl equale, This in turn will
help to ov~rcone sorie of the problems srising from the sectiona-

lisin g of the population into children, youth, working adults, and
old people,

It is doubtful whether the best parts and worthwhile sections
and ideas of the new service will matericlise without the interest
and pressures of the labour movement, both at a local level and
national level., The lobour movement must tzke an interest in the
new service and help to carry the service into the next steps ...
The next steps bteyond a successful youth ~nd community service would
include such fscilities as communal restaurants, activity and
recrestional centres for all instcad of the more orthodox evening
classes. Therc could be other more exciting projects and smenities.
This of course is going outside the scope of this discussion but
presents a brief picture of what =~ real live community service could
be which would include youth in 21l the other sections of the popula-
tion. This type of community service would help alleviatc the des-
perate need for the scrvice in the new towns, housing estates and
new ‘'concrete villages® being built in our cities. This problem
appears to have been overlooked in the report.

Therc is a natural step forward from the Albermarle report to
this one in the proposed involvement of the political youth groups
in the new scrvice. At the same timc as rocognising the importance
of the political youth groups the report in r-re 213 suggests that
% ,.. there are levels of recognition ... which do not involve
material oid™. The Albernarle report proposcd, and it is now common
practice, that church youth organisations be given financial assist-
ance from government funds. The same facilities and financial aid
should be available to 21l youth organisations and groups including
political ones in thc new service.

The crying need for more youth lecders, clong with the appro-
priate facilities, can easily be seen by exanining the relevant
statistics for 1067-8. In that year in England and Wales the LEA's
paid 932 full-time youth leaders, 10,000 part-timers and 660 youth
officers. There werc 2,000 LEA fully mointaincd centres. In
»ddition to these there arec the leaders and facilities of the national
voluntary youth orgrrisations such as scout lecoders and huts. The
estimated nuuber of young people in the age range guided by these
lenders is 5 willion!

1. Page 2

2. Page 3
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he t of a capitali
" d in the contex st
1is r has been compile X i t of th
socieﬁblsuggpsgztever Youth Service =8 dGZCIzzeg g; aoSocizlizzort’
now ng,ih thé next few years, will be in :rtohraise and Gigo
Britgin. With this in mind there isia 269 WEsE: Bort of Youthuss
some important and fundagen?a}igtegﬁigzi;7 Ts therc a need today
oy ! t in a 0OCL1liL 4 .
i;:V§c§agg Zic:;;ist orientated working class youth organisationg
Within the Labour Moveuwent these questions zngldh?ftopening b
new fields of thought. This is because in the whoie 1 otory of tne
British Working class the question of a maas working class youth
. sfully tackled. The only excep-

X : - : cces
organisation has never been su ¢ Women Workers ot the end of

tions werc the National Tederation O
t;: iasi century, the qocialist Sunday Schools, and the Cooperatiye

movement, The lotter having dgng mosgo:z;:ntn t;ﬁisfizlgnczzgiiigt
ith 2 ection of the lobour Sn%e g
:it;eiiion::;yso:her spherc of life in which the workéng class hag
had some “orm of organisation. The only time it looked as though
there night have been a noss organisatior was in the early part of
the short life of the Kibbo Kift Kindred. Altho?gh it was, at one
time, looked upon by meny as the labour movcment's chut organi?a_
tion it never became part of the labour mqvement. Th1§ is despite
the foot that uany well known progressive people, prqmlnant in the
trade unions, Lobour Party and ILP having been members and supporters
of the Kift. The Kift became ultra sectarizn because of the
ost¥ich in the sand philosophy and thinking tesed on teking people
out of society and building smell desert island communities at
canps. This was to try and take people away from factories, desks,
sookyr cities, ond slums to create a new society based on woodcraft
“and Red Indian mytholegy. The Kift failed to become the youth and
children's organisation of ‘the labour movement because it did not
see the necessity to change snei .ty and the need for the c¢lass
struggle to obtain that change. Also the Kift had continued the
wajor fault of the Boy Scouts and- Girl Guides, an authoritarian
organisation rather than a democratic one. The Kift also failed on
on other score in that it turned from being a ehildren's and youth
orr-nisations. At t'ie seme time the labour movement: failed to see
the necessity of having its own youth wing and did little if nothing
to adopt, support; or influence the Kift. The position is a similar
one today, the labour movement on the whole, only pays lip service
to youth and is really very afraid of having acyouth section. This
ic mainly because of the émbarrcssment it wo .1d cause the right wing

lezdership s well as other far reaching recscr..

This lacl: of interest in children and. youth is a reflection of
the nation wide positior in Britain and probably dates from the
industrial revolution. (Perhaps a bettor historian and sociologist
covld throw some light on this-unique position in Britain.) For
instence today, ir uost counries, pParticularly industrialised
:gzn:z;e;osipcguzzf, gogg f%lms arc produccd specifically for child-

* young peoples The British in i rajor
excfEEiOn which @a§ Lever produced fiigiggizéz§yciie:2? miggihér
;xaff'210f the disinterest in youth is the provision of premises and

acilities for youthk by the statc, The present isi i sost
second world war thenonena and still a small oneprovlo 03 ts :hz
real need, Previous to this period Premises w i 1 \ . the
mein by sectarian interests Buch =8 the Sy Frovided n
2¢ churches, land owners and

big busincss. The labour movepe M.
see that this large voicd of Zigiﬁzecould ond should toke the lead t0

et : . t in i re
reactl p eteps in and wins youtp res youth is rcmedied befo
. to its i
rebellious in the present periog it lack:id;. Although youth is
working class leadership, ¢lass understanding and

A further and nore import
% ant reagon wh - :
g:ztfzst;eaZXiztzzzzt i;hyouth and Childrenyi:hgoiazgur gfveggnzts
. e labour Dovement must ey ie sige own
elop s
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gocialist orientcted working cla

shildreu's orgonisation.  fMhuse two togethe )
o Orsgnlﬂntlonf vou]ﬂ ensure thrt thcgiqb;:; a ¢hildren's and
pave 8 aatural reeruiting ground for its memb;rmz- novenient would
:eﬂiLiO“ therg would bo nany other benefits Ouflp and cadres, In
would be thot ®f a la?ger rroportion of the.)orzi 2§ thcne.benefits
ressive outlook on life. Wor. people Wouldlbg ation having a pro-
instances the~c1ass struggle, the history of t;oa??§0 oa Tus
cocialism, and 80 on, This doce not mean that glla our riovenent,
who hod been b thesc organisations woulcd be uoti of the people
revoluticnarles, but at the very least thev wou1dvges:;i;1t;:212rt
3 X npathe o

) - struggle and soci
the olass B d socialism rather th i -
apaihetic towards then. an coupletely unaware and

mass
yy @

\'(-:;"("11

83 youth orgonisation backed up

e ?umber of steps which could be taken to develop a
socialist oricntated working class youth movement or orgengsa-

mags

tions.

Th P”°?“ﬁt W?Tk}nf class youth orgnnisations should be given
every suvport by tae latour novement from “official" recogrition t
fincnce ond realistic premises. Trade unions, trades counéils an:
cooreratives should make* theoir members awnre of their own youtﬁ and
children's organisations so thot they can use them to the full and
support hem, Mcubers of the labour movenent should be given a
srcstanding of, for instance, the difference between the
¢ nethods and principles of the Boy Scouts and Girl

opposed to the democratic and coeducational Voodcraft
Tolke. v this awarceness not only would members of the labour
rovenent encourage their children to join the present organisatiorns
+at sone of thenm would step forward and swell the ranks of the leaders
zho are the key to such organisations. This would ensure that the
woriing class crganisations grow in a healthy way with some of them
growing iote mass orgonisation,. In sddition, because the working

¢l: =5 organisations have a democratic structure and can change and

cap bhecome more attractive and acceptable to a broader mection of
veuns people and children they will further develop new and revised
ferps ~iding the growth of mass membership and influence.

e

.
clear vnd
qutocrati
Geiues as
o

Alcngside and hand in glove with the development and growth

of the present organisations could go another or other new

organisalions launched by say the TUC. The TUC is the only body

init e labour movement rich enough and reprecentative enough to
Yhat form this new

prciotz a new youth and children's organic tion.
rganisaticn would take should depend largely on several factors.
Young people should have the largest say in its formation &nd
charscter. The current caupaign for a youth TUC could be one of the
first steps ond the prime body, when formed, to discuss and lay
the basis of o new organisation. The presen? worglng-class gQuth
ané children's organisations ghovld also be 1nclgued in any discus-
sions to draw on their invaluable experience advicc and help.

uth movement would cone
childrcen of Britain.
-pilitary organisations
There would be

working class YO

With 2 successful mass
youth and

o number of broad benefits to the
Thire would be a whittling away of the pa?a
sach as the pre-service codets and the brlsﬂde?. .d at a level
Itcosurcs end suceess, at the moment onLy e and de-enpiring the
shorts yersus long trousers, in democratising &y

@ y¥e th and
Tav o . My .+ would ensurc that nany Yyou
oy peomia and Baps SEUE - g;uwn closer to the working class

¢hildren's organisations would be , ; legiance and
and lagou; Jogé;en; and would eventually sgr;r zgefzoiiccs and
service to the capltalist esteblishment. i; ?cadors are from the
proper becsuse most of thelr pembership @
Working cless.

1 of us in the labour

; 1
is for a' eas cannot be left for

The prine and bigges? step cople's Pro

novement to rcalise that YOURE P
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$ ot pcople'to solve by therselves, at the cone time 4t must 1,
recognised ond accepted that vouth must be allowed to have itg .
say in its own orpanisation ond to coumit its own mistakes, how
painful and hard it nay appesr. Adultso and ic labour movementmmr
conmittcd meny mistokes, one of the biggest is in ignoring its hay,
youth ond children. Own

The above far reaching and long ter: proposals are a conipq
tion to the discussion, which ias decades overdue. They wil) bu-
towards winning youth for a better 1ife snd for socialisk ang wzlp
eventually help to pave the way for youth to play a key role in 1
reslising a Sccialist Britain and to taking part in running 4
Socinlist Britain.
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