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Concerning the Basic Contradiction
of Our Time

A. Rumyantsev

CLASS approach to social phenomena

and processes has always been an
axiom of Marxism. Without it neither Marx-
ist-Leninist theory nor successful practical
activity of the Communist and Workers’ par-
ties to change the world in the interests of
the working masses is conceivable. This is
elementary; so much so that it might seem
unnecessary to mention it. Yet experience
has shown how right Lenin was in stressing
that this truth should never be forgotten, that
our strength lies in complete clarity and
sober “assessment of all the class forces”* and
that it is essential ‘“to seek out the interests
of some class or other behind all moral, reli-
gious, political and social progress, declara-
tions and promises.”**

As was the case at earlier stages in the de-
velopment of Marxist thought, there are peo-
ple today who claim to be Marxists and who
indulge in much talk about a class approach
to social phenomena while actually discard-
ing the very essence of our revolutionary
theory and rejecting a class analysis of real-
ity. This is the position today of the leaders
of the Communist Party of China, who have
renounced the criteria of Marxism-Leninism,
the basic principles of the theory and practice
of scientific socialism, and who have coun-
terposed to the jointly-elaborated line of the
world Communist movement a line of their
own which revises, from clearly non-Marxist
positions, the basic precepts of the Declara-
tion and Statement of the Moscow meetings.

The Chinese leaders’ departure from Marx-
ism is manifest in their approach to the pro-
cesses presently under way in the world. It
is explicit, in particular, in their revision of
the views of the world Communist movement
on the character of our time and its basic
contradiction. Ostensibly undertaken in ‘“de-
fense” of Marxism-Leninism, this revision
pursues a very definite political purpose —
that of justifying the disruptive activities of
the Chinese leaders aimed at disuniting the
world revolutionary forces.

—_—————_—

* V. |. Lenin. The Tax in Kind.
**\/. I. Lenin The Three Sources and Three Component Paris

of Marxism.

The Present Epoch and Its Basic Contradiction

According to materialist dialectics, the
question of contradictions in general and the
main contradiction in particular is a question
of the motive forces, tendencies and ways of
development of things and phenomena. The
basic contradiction expresses the relationship
between the opposite sides of the essence of
the phenomenon, i.e., its quality. So long as
this basic contradiction is not resolved, no
metamorphosis can alter this quality. These
precepts of materialist dialectics are of the
greatest methological significance for any an-
alysis of social developments.

Theoretical assessment of the present
stage of human development and of the basic
contradiction of the times is the groundwork
on which the Communist and Workers’ par-
ties define their strategy and tactics; it is the
point of departure for their entire political
activity. Marxism-Leninism recognizes only
one criterion in making this assessment. Dis-
cussing the substance of the Marxist ap-
proach to defining the epoch and the contra-
diction which is its fundamental motive force,
Lenin wrote: “We do not know how fast and
how successfully the various historical move-
ments of a given epoch will develop. But we
can ascertain and we know what class occu-
pies the central place in one or another epoch
and determines its main content, the main
direction of its development, the main feat-
ures of the historical situation in the given
epoch, etc.”*

Ascertaining the main content, the main
trend of development and the main features
of the times, is then, a matter of perceiving
its class essence, of seeing which class holds
the center of the stage. There is no other way.
Any other approach would lead to an unscien-
tific, if not anti-scientific, a non-Marxist, if
not anti-Marxist, appraisal diverging from the
objective truth.

Scientifically examining the epoch of un-
divided capitalist domination, Marxism-Len-
inism revealed its basic contradiction — the
contradiction between social production and

*V. I. Lenin. Under an Alien Banner.




4 WORLD MARXIST REVIEW

private appropriation, expressed in the strug-
gle between labor and capital and which
makes the abolition of capitalism inevitable.

The basic contradiction of the times is
global in character. Being the mainspring of
social development, it manifests itself at the
most advanced point, the “point of growth,”
of social progress. For instance, capitalism,
by creating the world market and the capi-
talist world system of economy, drew into
its orbit the archaic, historically less deve-
loped pre-capitalist socio-economic forma-
tions which existed alongside it for centuries.
Consequently, the basic contradiction of capi-
talism became, for that particular time, the
basic contradiction of humanity as a whole.

Only capitalism, creating as it did large-
scale industry and a world market and carry-
ing social antagonisms to the extreme, could
bring into being the material prerequisites of
socialism on a global scale. “The bourgeois
period of history,” Marx said, “has to create
the material basis of the new world — on the
one hand the universal intercourse founded
upon the mutual dependency of mankind, and
the means of that intercourse; on the other
hand the development of the productive pow-
ers of man and the transformation of ma-
terial production into a scientific domination
of natural agencies . . . When the great social
revolution will have mastered the results of
the bourgeois epoch, the market of the world
and the modern powers of production, and
subjected them to the common control of the
most advanced peoples, then only will human
progress cease to resemble that hideous pagan
idol, who would not drink the nectar but
from the skulls of the slain.”* Precisely be-
cause of this the classics of Marxism see in
the proletariat, and in no other oppressed
class, the social force which by emancipating
itself emancipates all humanity from the fet-
ters of oppression; because of this they qua-
lify the struggle of the proletariat as a world-
historic act leading to a classless society:.

The greatest revolution of all time which
the working class of Russia carried out in
October 1917 under the leadership of the
Leninist party “entered world history as a
change of epochs.”** The period of the un-
divided rule of the bourgeoisie came to an
end. The world entered “the era of the rule of
a new class.” *** Thus the development of the
basic contradiction of capitalism led to the

*Karl Marx. The Future Results of British Rule in India.
**V. |. Lenin. Report of the All-Russion Central Executive

Committee and the Council of People's Commissars to the
Ninth All-Russion Congress of Soviets.

***V. I. Lenin. The Fourth Anniversary of the October Revo-
lution.

emergence of socialism, of a new social sys-
tem, the opposite of capitalism. From then
on the basic contradiction between labor and
capital and all other social contradictions
found their focal point in the struggle be-
tween the two opposed systems. “. . . In the
present world situation . . . the mutual rela-
tions between the nations, the whole world
system of states, are determined by the strug-
gle waged by a small group of imperialist na-
tions against the Soviet movement and the
Soviet states, at the head of which stands
Soviet Russia,” Lenin said in the early years
of Soviet power. “If we lose sight of this
we shall not be able correctly to present a
single national or colonial question, even if
it concerns the most remote corner of the
earth. Only by adopting this point of view
can the Communist parties correctly pose
and solve the political questions affecting
both the civilized and backward countries.”*
In resolving the antagonisms in capitalism
which beset the modern productive forces
and world economic intercourse, the socialist
revolution does not limit itself to the purely
negative act of abolishing the rule of capi-
tal; it also solves the more far-reaching
constructive task of creating the conditions
enabling emancipated labor to demonstrate,
drawing on all the achievements of civiliza-
tion, its superiority over oppressed labor.
“Capitalism can be utterly vanquished, and
will be utterly vanquished,” Lenin said, “by
the fact that socialism creates a new and
much higher productivity of labor.”** He re-
garded the solution of this task as the prime
internationalist duty of the victorious work-
ing class, the way in which it will exert its
“greatest influence on the international revo-

the productive forces, by perfecting the new
socialist public relationships and by ensur-
ing the conditions essential for the free, all-
round development of all members of society,
was the young socialist world (at first only
one country) able to become the mainspring
of the international revolutionary movement,
the most powerful stimulus to the struggle of
the working class in the capitalist countries
and the struggle of peoples enslaved by im-
perialism. The Communists in these countries
are fully aware of the revolutionizing influ-
ence exerted on the world by the construc-
tive endeavors of the working class and all
the working people of the socialist countries.

*V. |. Lenin. Report of the Commission on.the National and
Colonial Questions ot the Second Congress of the Communist
International.

**V. |. Lenin. A Greaot Beginning.
***V. I. Lenin. Closing Speech at the Tenth All-Russian Con-

ference of the RCP (B).
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“ . . We, the Communists of a capitalist
country, can say to our brothers in the social-
ist countries: Your achievements in building
socialism and communism are the most effec-
tive aid you can render us,” wrote Ville Pessi,
the Finnish Communist leader. “The working
class and the people generally want to know
what socialism and communism are. Today
we can answer their questions not only by
citing Marxist-Leninist precepts, but by
pointing to the practical achievements of so-
cialism and communism. Each of these
achievements, each step ahead in industry,
agriculture, science and culture generally,
every improvement in the life of the work-
ing people of the socialist countries, every
stride forward in developing socialist demo-
cracy, is an incontrovertible argument in
favor of socialism and communism.”

The growth of socialism into a world sys-
tem, adding greatly to the impact of the
struggle between the two social systems on
world development as a whole, made the
basic contradiction of the new epoch still
more apparent. The influence exerted by so-
cialism upon relations between the nations,
upon the entire world system of states and
upon the world revolutionary process has
grown enormously. The basic contradiction
on the worldwide plane is that between mori-
bund capitalism and rising socialism and com-
munism. This antagonism between the two
diametrically opposed systems of ownership
— the supreme manifestation of the contra-
diction between labor and capital — is the
very essence of the times. Any assessment
of the epoch and its basic contradiction which
ignores and repudiates the substance of Marx-
ism-Leninism — the theory of the class strug-
gle and the inevitable victory of the working
class, of all working people, as its end result
— lacks scientific validity.

Yet it is precisely this untenable approach
that marks the Chinese theoreticians’ dis-
courses on the contradictions of our time.
The Chinese leaders level the following
charge against the overwhelming majority of
the Marxist-Leninist parties: “They have not
grasped the meaning of the changes in our
time, the meaning of the changed situation.
They do not understand the contradictions
existing in the present-day world and fail to
see the focal point of these contradictions.”
The charge, needless to say, is totally unsub-
stantiated, for there are no facts to prove it.

According to the leaders of the CPC, there
are four “fundamental contradictions” in the
contemporary world: “between the socialist
camp and the imperialist camp,” “between

the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the capi-
talist countries,” “between the oppressed na-
tions and imperialism,” and ‘“among imperial-
ist countries and among monopoly capitalist
groups.” The Chinese theoreticians thus offer
us a mechanical sum of “fundamental contra-
dictions,” each operating independently of
the other. Nor is this all. Confusing the con-
cept of the basic contradiction with that of
the weakest link in the imperialist chain, they
postulate: “The population . . . of the Asian,
African and Latin American areas accounts
for more than two-thirds of the population of
the entire capitalist world. The steady rise
of the revolutionary waves in these areas, and
the struggle waged over them between the
imperialist countries, between the new and
the old colonialists, are a striking reflection
of the fact that these areas are the focal point
of the diverse contradictions of the capitalist
world and, it may be said, the focal point of
all the contradictions existing in the world.”
(My italics—A.R.)

The Chinese theoreticians would make it
appear that their revisionist reasoning is
based on Marxist-Leninist methodology, to
which they vow loyalty. In reality they dis-
tort Marxist dialectics. The Marxian method
is not limited to mere postulation of objec-
tive contradictions and their impact on the
processes under way. The classics of Marx-
ism-Leninism singled out from the sum of
contradictory phenomena the most impor-
tant, that which reflected the essence of de-
velopments and determined their basic trend.
Recall, for instance, what Engels said about
the contradiction between socialized produc-
tion and the private form of appropriation:
“This contradiction, which gives to the new
mode of production its capitalistic character,
contains the germ of the whole of the social
antagonisms of today.”* From the standpoint
of materialist dialectics, revealing the intrin-
sic interrelation of phenomena implies ascer-
taining the predominant, basic, decisive facet
in them, i.e,, establishing the “order of pre-
cedence” in the relationships under examina-
tion. The contradiction between socialized
production and the private form of appropria-
tion is expressed in the contradiction between
labor and capital, which engenders the class
struggle between proletariat and bourgeoisie
in the capitalist world. The liberation strug-
gle of the oppressed peoples likewise reflects
the basic contradiction between labor and
capital inasmuch as the working people of
the dependent countries are fighting against
exploitation by international capital. Lastly,

*Friedrich Engels. Socialism: Utopian ond Scientific.
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the supreme manifestation of the contradic-
tion between labor and capital is the strug-
gle between the two diametrically opposed
systems in the course of which this contra-
diction is resolved.

The Chinese leaders reject this approach.
For Marxist dialectics they substitute a
scholastic enumeration of a number of equal-
ly *“fundamental contradictions” differing
from one another only in degree.

The Peking theoreticians have a predilec-
tion for quoting Mao Tse-tung’s writings in
support of their views. But they also have a
curious way of “forgetting” just those pas-
sages in which Mao once correctly expounded
Marxist ideas. Let us recall some of these
passages. “In the process of development of
a complex thing, many contradictions exist;
among these, one is necessarily the principal
contradiction whose existence and develop-
ment determine or influence the existence
and development of other contradictions...
The basic contradiction in the process of de-
velopment of things, and the quality of the
process determined by this basic contradic-
tion, will not disappear until the process is
completed . . . At every stage in the process
of development, there is only one principal
contradiction which plays the leading role.”
(My italics— A.R.) ¥ These propositions are
not Mao’s invention; they correctly convey
the essence of the Marxist view on the ques-
tion. Consequently, it is one of two things:
either the CPC leaders still recognize the uni-
versal validity of these truths, in which case
their assessment of the present situation is
simply false, or they have renounced them
and hence have no right to invoke Marxist
Leninst methology in substantiation of their
views.

As can be seen from the foregoing (as well
as from the overall context of his writings),
Mao Tse-tung uses the terms “principle con-
tradiction” and “basic contradiction” as
synonyms, to which one can hardly object.
But when he goes over from general defini-
tions to an examination of the concrete pro-
cesses in China, a concept emerges which
contradicts everything said above.

“When imperialism wages a war of aggres-
sion on such a country (meaning China—
A.R.), the various classes in that country,
apart from the traitors, can temporarily unite
to wage a national war against imperialism.
At such a time, the contradiction between
imperialism and that country becomes the
principal contradiction, while all the contra-
dictions among the various classes within

*Maoo Tse-tung. On Contradiction.

that country (including the principal contra-
dictions between the feudal system and the
great masses of the people), are relegated
temporarily to a secondary or subordinate
position.”* Here Mao regards the relationship
between imperialism and the social structure
of “that country” merely as a matter of ex-
trinsic interaction. It would appear that the
contradiction between the feudalists and the
masses develops independently of imperialist
influence, although it is a fact that imperialism
struck deep roots already in the last century in
Chinese society, where a local comprador bour-
geoisie emerged and the struggle against feu-
dalism and struggle against imperialism, quite
apart from external conflicts, were insepara-
ble aspects of one and the same task. In
Mao’s interpretation, however, one basic con-
tradiction is superseded by another even if
it has not been resolved, and the quality of
the phenomenon remains unchanged. From
this it would follow that the basic contradic-
tion does not reflect the essence of the phe-
nomenon but comes into being and vanishes
depending on external circumstances.

True, the basic contradiction is not immu-
table. In the process of development it is
manifested in different forms. Yet it would
be a grave mistake to regard the various
forms of one and the same contradiction as
different contradictions. For in this case the
most important thing — the intrinsic inter-
connection between phenomena — would be
lost sight of. If we were to accept the view
that basic contradictions can alternate, we
would have to assume, for example, that the
basic contradiction during the Second World
War was that between two groups of powers,
and that it relegated to the background the
basic contradiction between labor and capital.
But all Marxists know that the fight against
Hitler did not signify interruption or termi-
nation of the struggle of the international
working class against the bourgeoisie, primar-
ily against the most reactionary form of capi-
talist rule — the fascist dictatorship — for
democracy, peace and socialism; on the con-
trary, it was a direct continuation of this
struggle.

How is one to ascertain which is the basic
or principal contradiction in any pheno-
menon? The Chinese theoreticians reply that
the principal contradiction is the most acute
contradiction. Mao Tse-tung simply identifies
the principal contradiction with the one most
acute at the moment. Moreover, the criterion
of acuteness is not how deepiy the contradic-
tion impinges on the essence of the pheno-

*Mao Tse-tung. On Centradiction.
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menon, but the external form of its manifes-
tation — armed clashes, bloodshed, etc. It is
this superficial view that the Peking theore-
ticians have made their concept of world de-
velopment. As they see it, a struggle is revo-
lutionary only if it takes the form of civil
war. Consequently, they tend to underscore
only the destructive function of revolution
and to underestimate the remainder of its
complex tasks.

The Chinese theoreticians blindly apply
Mao Tse-tung’s ideas to everything, regarding
them as universal philosophical truths, al-
though their rational content does not trans-
cend the bounds of the relationships between
countries within a limited space of time. They
seem to be completely oblivious of the illo-
gicality of their conclusions. In China, for ex-
ample, a definite regrouping of forces took
place under the impact of anti-imperialist
war, but in defining the basic contradiction
of the epoch we are dealing with the whole
of humanity, which on the social plane does
not interact with any external force, and
hence there are no factors which might rele-
gate its basic contradiction to the background.

The men in Peking close their eyes to the
true dialectics of development. For it is clear
to Marxists that the emergence of the social-
ist system did not signify the simple quanti-
tative addition of one more contradiction to
those previously existing. Things are far more
complex. Whereas at the time when capital-
ism was the sole social system its contradic-
tions contained the negation of capitalism
only in a latent form, as a possibility, the
struggle between the two systems ushered in
the transformation of the possibility into re-
ality. The question, then, is of a qualitatively
new manifestation of the contradiction be-
tween labor and capital. The struggle between
the two opposed systems is an expression of
the essence of the changes that have taken
place in the socio-economic structure of the
world; it marks the advent of a new era, a
new phenomenon — a global economy con-
sisting of two interacting antagonistic op-
posites — dying, but not yet dead, capital-
ism, and rising and flourishing socialism.

The Struggle Between the Two Systems
and World Development

What is the fundamental political meaning
of the CPC leaders’ denial of the fact that
the socialist system holds the center of the
historical stage in our time and that the on-
ward march of history is determined primar-
ily by its struggle against capitalism? Their
views logically lead to negation of the lead-

ing role of the international working class in
the world revolutionary process. The social-
ist world system is the principle creation of
the international working class. The establish-
ment of socialist society was the supreme ex-
pression of the role of the proletariat as the
grave-digger of capitalism, as custodian of the
ideas of scientific communism and the force
destined to carry out these ideas. The socialist
system is the fullest expression of the hege-
mony of the working class in world develop-
ment.

Rejecting this fundamental precept of Marx-
ism, the CPC leaders belittle the role of the
socialist world system. According to them,
this system not only does not exert an in-
creasingly decisive influence on world deve-
lopment; it does not play even an indepen-
dent role in the anti-imperialist struggle of
the masses. They regard it merely as a
“source of support” for the revolutions of
the oppressed nations and peoples.

In constructing their schematic pattern of
“contemporary contradictions,” the Chinese
“dialecticians” find themselves in crying con-
flict with their own reasoning. While berat-
ing imperialism as a “paper tiger” and declar-
ing that “imperialism has not used the nu-
clear weapon everywhere and will not dare
to use it” (speech by Liu Shao-tsi in Phyon-
gyang on September 18, 1963), they point to
the fact that it is the might of the socialist
system that has restrained the wilder men of
imperialism. But when it comes to concrete
analysis of the contemporary situation, the
Chinese theoreticians obdurately ignore the
influence exerted by the socialist system on
world events. What is more, they reject the
Marxist appraisal of the concrete ways in
which this influence is brought to bear and
its results, and discern “revisionism” in the
Marxist-Leninist thesis that in our time the
main content, main direction and the main
features of historical development are deter-
mined by the competition, i.e., struggle, be-
tween the two systems.

In practice this position has led the Peking
theoreticians to underestimate the effect of
the struggle of the two world systems on the
antagonisms in capitalist society, Contrary
to the creative spirit of Marxism-Leninism,
they repeat ad infinitum that our epoch is
the “epoch of imperialism and proletarian
revolutions,” closing their eyes to the fact
that this thesis is incomplete and, consequen-
tly, gives an incorrect picture of the basic
features of the time inasmuch as it does not
distinguish between two different historical
periods — the period before the advent of
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the socialist system and the period after its
emergence as a world system.

. The laws of capitalism, it goes without
saying, operate in the capitalist world. But
merely to register this fact means to ignore
the circumstance that the capitalist system
is no longer the all-embracing, decisive de-
terminant of social development. Indeed, can
we concede that world development in the
sixties of the 20th century is determined
solely by the laws of capitalism? Of course
not. The point is that the march of events in
the world as a whole is determined by the
interaction of two types of social relations,
two types of laws. The laws of imperialism
are losing their universal character and be-
coming only one of the factors of develop-
ment, a factor whose impact diminishes in
inverse proportion to the growth of the op-
posite factor — the laws of socialist society.
The interaction of these two factors is not
stable; it is steadily changing and will con-
tinue to change in favor of socialism through-
out the entire period of man’s transition from
capitalism to socialism on the world scale.

When analyzing the inter-imperialist con-
tradictions our Peking theoreticians fail to
take into account the influence of the new
world balance of forces, they ignore the
fact that these contradictions pass through
a number of specific stages associated with
the general crisis of capitalism. The political
purpose of the build-up of military and eco-
nomic blocs (NATO, EEC, etc.) and the at-
tempts to create an “Atlantic community”
is to consolidate the capitalist world in a situ-
ation marked by the rapid growth of world
socialism. Reluctant to face up to the facts,
these theoreticians give a one-sided appraisal
of, for instance, monopoly integration. They
describe it merely as a symptom of the deep-
ening contradictions, of inter-imperialist
struggle. Needless to say, integration will not
iron out the inter-imperialist contradictions;
it is a specific manifestation of these contra-
dictions. Still, it is an attempt to resolve
them by means other than war. This, too, is
to a considerable extent the result of the
growing influence of socialism, which on
more than one occasion has stayed the hand
of imperialist powers when they sought by
armed aggression to resolve problems con-
nected with the economic and territorial re-
division of the world.

The socialist world system also influences
the operation of the general law of capitalist
accumulation. Marxists have not the slightest
doubt that this law, which is manifested in
the constant striving of the monopolies to

intensify the exploitation of the working peo-
ple, operates today as well. The “evolution”
of capitalism into the “affluent society” is
simply a myth. But the conditions in which
the struggle between labor and capital is
waged have sharply changed. In recent de-
cades the working people of a number of
capitalist countries have won through per-
sistent struggle considerable socio-economic
gains — higher wages, a shorter working
week, paid holidays, improved social security,
etc. Such gains are directly connected with
the influence of the socialist world system
on the progress and perspective of the revo-
lutionary working-class movement in the
capitalist countries.

The new world balance of forces is modify-
ing the laws of class struggle in the capitalist
countries, influencing the ways and forms of
struggle for the socialist reconstruction of
society. The social base of the revolution
has widened, the prospects of revolutionary
transition to socialism in various ways, In-
cluding the peaceful way, have become more
favorable, and the opportunities for capitalist
restoration by means of imperialist interven-
tion have narrowed.

True, the bourgeoisie has at its disposal a
powerful machinery of coercion. But is it
always in a position to use this machine? The
Chinese theoreticians say yes. “World his-
tory,” they say, “knows of no instance of
peaceful transition from capitalism to social-
ism.” And: “The bourgeois revolution is a re-
volution in which one class of exploiters over-
throws another, but even it cannot be effec-
ted without civil war. All the more so is pro-
letarian revolution incanceivable without civil
war.” Revolutionary coercion is thus reduced
to armed struggle, and armed struggle, to
civil war.

Such a position runs counter to the views
of the classics of Marxism-Leninism and the
realities of today. The world Communist
movement holds that the forms of bourgeois
resistance and, in general, the forms which
the struggle between revolution and counter-
revolution will take depend on concrete his-
torical factors. Peaceful transition to social-
ism necessarily involves recourse to revolu-
tionary coercion in relation to the exploiters,
though the revolution remains peaceful inas-
much as it is not attended by bloodshed or
civil war. Things may take this course where
the working class and its allies enjoy a deci-
sive preponderance of strength. The condi-
tions for building up such a preponderance
of strength are now taking shape in many
countries.
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The strength of the socialist camp greatly
limits opportunities for the export of counter-
revolution. Compare, say, the position of
Cuba with that of Soviet Russia in 1918-20,
or of Republican Spain in 1936-39. And as we
know, whenever the overthrown bourgeoisie
resorts to civil war it does so largely because
it has hopes of receiving aid from external
counter-revolutionary forces.

But neither should the possibility of non-
peaceful transition to socialism be ignored.
The Communist parties of Portugal, Paraguay
and a number of other countries where there
are terrorist regimes hold that in these cir-
cumstances the working people cannot over-
throw the tyrannies except by force of arms.
Armed force is indispensable wherever the
bourgeoisie has recourse to crude violence,
wherever it unleashes civil war at one or an-
other period of the struggle for socialism.
But this does not justify the conclusion that
nowhere can the revolution develop along
peaceful lines.

While insisting that all the fraternal par-
ties accept the non-peaceful road as the only
way and embark on adventurist actions, the
Chinese theoreticians allege that the CPSU
is trying to impose an orientation on peaceful
revolution on all the Communist parties of
the capitalist world. Refuting this slander,
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Portugal declared in a recent state-
ment: “The Portuguese Communist Party is
in a particularly good position to judge of
the accusations made by the Chinese com-
rades. An examination of the conditions of
fascist rule in Portugal has led it to conclude
that the road to the establishment of a demo-
cratic system in our country will not be a
peaceful road but the road of popular insur-
rection. Nevertheless, while recognizing the
need to use armed force to overthrow the
fascist dictatorship, our Party holds that
peaceful transition to socialism will become
possible when a democratic system has been
established, provided certain conditions are
observed.”

The disintegration of the system of colonial
slavery — an event second in historical sig-
nificance only tp the rise of the socialist
world system -— was a triumph for the strug-
gle of the oppressed peoples and further proof
of the powerful influence exerted by the so-
cialist camp on' world developments. “The
forces of world socialism,” the 1960 State-
ment points out, “contributed decisively to
the struggle of the colonial and dependent
peoples for liberation from imperialist op-
pression.”

The emergence of 50 new sovereign states
in the past 20 years is evidence of the tre-
mendous pressure of the liberation struggle.
But the fact that more than half of these
countries won their political independence
without, or practically without, armed strug-
gle, that in most cases the imperialists had
to refrain from waging colonial war, is due
primarily to the existence of the powerful
socialist camp which has become a reliable
safeguard of the independence of nations.

On the other hand, the colonialists have
been defeated in nearly every case since the
Second World War when they forced coun-
tries fighting for freedom to take arms. The
victories won by people in just national-
liberation wars were, of course, the fruit of
grim struggle demanding exceptional hero-
ism and heavy sacrifices. But the fact re-
mains that these victories became possible
thanks also to the all-round aid (military aid
included) rendered to the embattled peoples
by the socialist countries.

The problem facing the countries which
have won political independence is to end
economic exploitation on the part of the im-
perialist powers.

In this respect the internationalist policy
of the socialist countries plays a most im-
portant role. The new states which are es-
tablishing closer relations with the socialist
countries and which receive from the latter
credits on favorable terms, scientific and tech-
nological aid, etc., are now in a position to
end the imperialist economic domination.
The importance of this was stressed by Fidel
Castro when he spoke of the failure of the
economic blockade of Cuba as an example
highlighting the new status of the “underde-
veloped countries which are freeing them-
selves from the imperialist yoke in order
to enter a new world on an equal footing
with such economically highly developed
countries as the Soviet Union . . .”

The fact that in looking at the world prob-
lems the Chinese theoreticians see the “focal
point” of contemporary contradictions encom-
passing three continents, which in addition
to being inhabited by the majority of the
world’s population include countries belong-
ing to different social systems, is in itself
somewhat curious. In Marxist-Leninist theory
the concept of the “focal point” was first ap-
plied to the situation in Russia on the eve
of the October Revolution, in other words,
to a concrete country where, first, the con-
tradictions of imperialism were most acute,
where, second, an unmistakable revolutionary
situation existed and where, third, there was
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a force capable of resolving these contradic-
tions by revolutionary means — a united pro-
letariat headed by the Leninist Party.

To claim that such a situation exists or
may arise simultaneously in the numerous
countries of Asia and Africa (not to speak of
the Latin American countries where the con-
ditions differ greatly from those of the first
two continents) is tantamount to ignoring the
great diversity of conditions and, in particular,
denying the far-reaching differentiation of the
national-liberation movement of these peoples.
In some areas the struggle for sovereign state-
hood is still under way, while in other the libe-
ration movement has entered the stage of
struggle to abolish economic backwardness
and win economic independence from imper-
ialism. The countries which have won political
sovereignty are developing along various
lines. Some have taken the road leading to
socialism; others, having won political inde-
pendence, have begun to effect radical socio-
economic changes. In one group of countries
a national bourgeoisie opposed in the main
to imperialism is in power. Others, although
they have gained formal sovereignty, are, in
effect, prevented from pursuing independent
policies by puppet regimes or by involvement
in imperialist blocs.

Clearly the people of each of these groups
of countries are confronted with different
tasks. Hence the multiform processes under
way in Asia, Africa and Latin America can-
not be fitted into any one pattern (the “focal
point” theory); the Communist parties can-
not base their general political line on schema-
tism of the kind.

Marxists have no doubt that the oppressed
peoples, drawing on the support and aid of
the socialist world system and the working-
class movement in the developed capitalist
countries, can defeat the imperialist system
of enslavement and plunder of other coun-
tries. But the Marxist-Leninist concept of
imperialism is not limited to defining it as a
system of political and economic domination
of colonial and dependent peoples (although
this is one of its salient aspects).

The oppressed peoples alone, isolated from
the socialist world system and the revolu-
tionary struggle of the international prole-
tariat, cannot abolish capitalism as the socio-
economic system dominant in the imperialist
countries; their struggle cannot directly re-
place capitalism with socialism even though
it facilitates progress in this direction.

The Chinese leaders paint a different pic-
ture. Their reasoning clearly bears the im-
print of the “theory” that capitalism will au-

tomatically collapse once it has lost its colo-
nies. The exponents of this “theory” claim
that as a result of the establishment of the
socialist world system, “the loss of the old
colonies,” and the “rise of the national-libera-
tion movement,” the “world capitalist mar-
ket has shrunk since the Second World War.”
The advance of the national-liberation move-
ment and the total abolition of imperialist
domination in the above-mentioned areas will
lead, the Chinese theoreticians hold, uncriti-
cally repeating Stalin’s mechanistic thesis, to
a further shrinking of the capitalist market
and serve as the main economic cause of the
downfall of capitalism.*

This concept can lead to only one thing —
the isolation of the national-liberation move-
ment from the socialist world system and the
international proletariat. But this is no cause
of concern for the leaders of the CPC. Their
argument is that the ultimate fate of capital-
ism on our planet will be decided in the
course of the struggle waged by the oppressed
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America
under the leadership of the Chinese leaders
against imperialist plunder. The nationalistic
roots of such notions are self-evident.

Here too the Chinese leaders are trying to
universalize their restricted national ex-
perience. For decades the Communist Party
of China carried on its revolutionary activi-
ties in the rural areas of the country. Ac-
cording to Mao Tse-tung, the revolutionary
democratic struggle in China was essentially
a ‘“peasant struggle.” The Party evolved the
tactics of gradual encirclement and isolation
of the cities, which were regarded as strong-
holds of bourgeois influence. Thus the con-
cept was born of the greater militancy of the
village poor, a concept of socialism spring-
ing not from the towns but from the coun-
tryside. This concept now makes itself felt
in the CPC leaders’ approach to international
problems. They not only aver that the pro-
letariat of the developed capitalist countries
has been “bourgeoisified” but claim that the
same thing is happening to the working peo-
ple in the socialist countries. Therefore they
consider the peoples of the colonial and de-
pendent countries fighting for liberation to
be practically the only revolutionary force
of our time. Hence the thesis that Asia, Afri-
ca and Latin America are the “focal point of
all the contradictions” of our day, hence the
exhortations to concentrate on the revolu-
tions in the “rural areas of the world,” com-

*In the politico-economic sense the capacity of a market is
not only a matter of its territorial area, but also of the veol-
ume of transactions, and this is steadily increasing in the
capitalist world.
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pletely ignoring the fact that socialism 1is
the product of the development of modern
industry and the world market.

The pseudo-revolutionary phrasemongering
practised by the leaders of the CPC, their ad-
venturist policy in regard to the national-
liberation movement, instead of promoting
the anti-imperialist struggle in these areas,
injures this struggle. Suffice it to recall that
their policy towards India, for instance, far
from strengthening the unity of the progres-
sive forces in that country, disunited them
in the face of the reactionaries.

The international proletariat and its van-
guard — the Marxist-Leninist parties — at-
tach very great importance to the anti-
imperialist liberation struggle of the oppres-
sed peoples. But Marxist-Leninists are fully
aware that this struggle can succeed only
when it draws on the aid and support of the
international working class and, above all,
of its principal creation, the socialist world
system; when this struggle joins with the
latter into a single revolutionary torrent.
The Peking leaders, however, prompted by
their striving for hegemony, counterpose
the national-liberation struggle to the strug-
gle of the proletariat in the developed capi-
alist countries and the building of socialism
and communism in the countries where the
working class has won power; they want to
isolate the struggle of the oppressed peoples
from the other two great movements of our
time.

The Chinese leaders do not conceal their
striving to dominate the national-liberation
movement. They pose as the ‘“‘natural cham-
pions” of the interests of the Asian, African
and Latin American peoples, and insist that
these peoples should take their cue from
Peking. They are frankly out to drive a
wedge between the national-liberation move-
ment and the socialist world system and the
international working class.

“The Chinese splitters,” N. S. Khrushchov
correctly pointed out, “would like to be the
leaders and mentors of the revolutionary
movement in Asia, Africa and Latin Amer-
ica. They maliciously counterpose the strug-
gle of the people of these continents to the
working-class movement and the socialist
countries. Here, too, they seek to sow dis-
unity, distrust, estrangement. The same aim
is served by the reactionary idea that white
people will never understand the black and
the yellow, that their interests allegedly
differ.”

To the Leninist idea of unity of all the

anti-imperialist forces the Chinese theoreti-
cians counterpose the nationalistic slogan,
“The East wind will prevail over the West
wind,” in which class is replaced by a geo-
graphic approach. The long-range aim here
is obvious: they would have the peoples be-
lieve that the “winds of history” originate
in China, the biggest country of the East.

It will not be out of place here to recall
Lenin’s words that “. . . the revolutionary
movement of the peoples of the East can de-
velop successfully, reach consummation, only
if it is directly linked with the revolutionary
struggle of our Soviet republic against inter-
national imperialism.”* The fundamental in-
terests of the peoples of Asia, Africa and
Latin America coincide with the interests of
the socialist countries, of the working class,
of the working people of all countries. This
is the objective basis of the unity and solidar-
ity of all the anti-imperialist revolutionary
forces of today.

The Chinese leaders see in this unity a
serious obstacle to the realization of their
plans for hegemony. It is this that underlies
their policy of driving a wedge between the
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America,
on the one hand, and the USSR, the other
socialist countries and the international
working-class, on the other, a policy fraught
with grave danger for the national-liberation
movement.

S E

The CPC leaders’ concept of the present
epoch and its basic contradiction, like their
views on the other fundamental problems of
the day, runs counter to the line of the in-
ternational Communist movement. For them
the present stage of development is merely
the ‘“epoch of imperialism and proletarian
revolutions.” They deny that there has been
any qualitative change in the world since
the initial period of imperialism. The laws
of capitalism are considered, as before, to be
decisive in world development and enjoying
free rein within the framework of the capi-
talist system. The concrete, tangible influ-
ence of the socialist countries on politico-
economic relations throughout the world and
the development of the working-class and
national-liberation movements 1is ignored.
The national-liberation movement is counter-
posed to the socialist countries and the work-
ing class of the developed capitalist coun-
tries.

As a result, the CPC leaders take an er-

*V. L. Lenin. Report at the Second All-Russian Congress of
Communist Organizations of the Peoples of the East.
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roneous view of the perspectives of the strug-
gle to abolish capitalist exploitation and to
ensure the triumph of Communist ideas the
world over.

The world Communist movement rejects
the views of the Peking leaders and con-
demns their actions, which are engendering

a real danger of a petty-bourgeois nationalist
deviation asserting itself wunder the cover
of “Left” phraseology. The world Communist
movement is following the only correct road
— the road charted by Lenin. And there is
no force that can make it swerve from this
road.

Automation: Its Impact on Canada

Tim Buck

UTOMATION, more correctly the revolu-

tionary advance in technology of which
automation is, in the full sense, the ultimate
technical expression, is bringing dramatic
changes in Canada. Phenomenal increases in
productivity, which in a socialist society
would be reflected in higher living standards
and more cultured leisure, are accentuating
unheard-of monopoly concentration of produc-
tion and capital and, simultaneously, chronic
mass unemployment in Canada. Along with
this, there is the growing demand for scien-
tists, technicians, and workers with specialized
skills, which is bringing about marked changes
in the nature of the jobs of growing numbers
of workers and in the composition of the
working class. While it is true that some
developments of this kind would have taken
place without automation, the fact is that the
technological revolution has made them par-
ticularly painful.

Nature and Scale of Automation

The word “‘automation” is used as an om-
nibus label to a variety of innovations. It
describes, for instance, the operation of a
production line under computer control, the
proliferation of automatic machines and the
extensions and refinements of conveyor belts,
the spread of mechanical and electronic appli-
ances in offices and vending machines from
which people buy cigarettes, hot coffee, post-
age stamps, etc. This indiscriminate use of the
term tends to blur the qualitative difference
between automation characterized by the use
of computer along with automatic machines
and the use of automatic machines alone. This
blurring of the quality of the change reflects
the manner in which “automation is coming”
in Canada.

The spread of automatic machines and of
more sophisticated forms of mechanization in

virtually all fields of social activity has con-
ditioned the thinking of the majority of people,
including the workers in industry, so that the
use of computers seems to be only an exten-
sion of straight line development.

This indiscriminate application of the word
“automation” to every expression of the tech-
nological revolution, while a wvulgarization,
mirrors, nevertheless, the immense variety of
forms in which it is affecting social life in
Canada. For example, a ship recently launched
on the Great Lakes is described as having a
capacity of more than twenty thousand tons
of coal and to be self-loading and self-unload-
ing, each in less time than by traditional
methods. To the longshoremen (coal handlers)
this is “more automation.”

These less sophisticated forms of automa-
tion are part of the uninterrupted advance
by which men have changed the physical
relation between themselves and their environ-
ment, continuously, since they learned to use
tools. Automation in the full sense constitutes
a qualitative leap in technology rather than
a simple straight-line continuation; its impact
on employment and occupations is revolu-
tionary.

The technological revolution includes also
the harnessing of electronic control to auto-
matic machines, either singly or in series,
with continuous unwinking inspection of their
products and self-correction by the machines
whenever necessary. The computer ensures
all the essential functions that otherwise
would be performed by the operator. In the
sense that the operator has to think, or
remember, to keep a battery of automatic
machines producing efficiently, it can be said
that the computer does also. In some circum-
stances it improves on the human or group
of humans that it displaces. It is to distinguish
this qualitative difference that the word cyber-
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nation, continuous correction, is used to indi-
cate the combination of computers with auto-
matic machines and the growing use of com-
puters in industry, transport, commerce and
government offices in Canada.

Cybernation was introduced in Canada later
than in the United States. One reason for this
is the “branch plant” type of most of the
larger enterprises in Canada. In the manufac-
turing industries in particular, there was a
tendency for some time to subordinate the
introduction of cybernation in the Canadian
plants to the prospect of making the Canadian
operations a market for the products of cyber-
nated production lines in the USA. To some
extent many Canadian workers became vic-
tims of automation long before it was intro-
duced into Canadian plants.

At the end of 1959 there were only 89
computers operating in Canada. By July 1962
the number had increased to 303. The total
today is 700 or more. This illustrates the lag
between Canada and the United States where,
it is reported, 13,500 computers were in oper-
ation in February 1964. “The market for small
computers,” commented the Toronto Globe
and Mail, “is expected to continue expanding
rapidly, but industry officials believe a major
increase in installations of medium-sized units
should come within two years as manufac-
turers move from clerical applications of the
‘electronic brains’ to more sophisticated uses
in production and control.”

Oil refineries are operated by computers.
Centralized steam heating installations are
operated by computers, which regulate the
temperature in every building served by the
system. Crane of Canada Limited, a major
manufacturer of industrial valves, has reno-
vated its machine shop in Montreal, equipping
it with electronic tape-programmed machine
tools. In addition to the elimination of work-
ers, cybernation has increased the plant’s
capacity by 40 per cent. The coming into
operation of a new rod mill was reported in
a suburb of Montreal. This mill, which turns
ingots of copper into copper rods, is fully
automated, the entire operation being carried
out by one person from a console. During
April, the Canadian National Railways brought
a new automated marshalling yard into opera-
tion at Toronto.

Two dispatchers, assisted by a few men
with “walkie-talkie” radios, sort out six thou-
sand freight cars daily, potentially three
hundred thousand tons of freight, redirecting
them from arriving trains to the train going
to their destination, and the control computer
will reject any conflicting train orders. The

nationalized railway system is installing cen-
tralized traffic control in all its main marshall-
ing yards across the country, the Toronto
installation is the second to come into opera-
tion. The Canadian Pacific Railway is install-
ing similar systems. Cybernation in various
operations is the main reason why the Cana-
dian National Railways management was able
to report that, during 1963, the freight load
work rose 10.3 per cent over 1962, but oper-
ating expenses increased only 1.8 per cent.

Each example is but one of dozens of similar
ones that could be given. Scores of manufac-
turing enterprises are ‘“‘automating,”’ i.e., in-
stalling cybernation to various extents. For
universities, large offices, engineering firms,
etc.,, computers are becoming necessities.

These techniques serve the monopolies as
a powerful means to oust their rivals. The
increasing concentration of capital, the tre-
mendous advantage enjoyed by the monopo-
lies in the introduction of automation and in
ability to operate their own subsidiary credit
corporations to finance sales of their products
for installment payments, forces more and
more small and medium, invariably Canadian
as distinct from U.S.-owned concerns in Cana-
da, into bankruptcy. According to incomplete
figures, the number of bankruptcies and insol-
vencies rose from 1,800 in 1955 to 3,200 in
1962, the sum of liabilities thus formed in-
creasing from 53.8 million to 150.7 million
dollars respectively.

The increase of bankruptcies does not ne-
cessarily correspond exactly with the increase
of take-overs of Canadian enterprises by
United States monopoly capital but it does
illustrate the economic climate in which the
take-overs are increasing.

The majority of employers lean heavily on
those elements of automation which, while
cutting down the number employed, intensify
still more the relentless demand made by the
machine on the physical resources of the
worker. Speed-up, with the over-exertion, ten-
sion and chronic fatigue that accompany it,
is the great crippler in Canadian industry
today. Production lines are speeded up to the
immediate limit of human ability to keep pace.
No sooner have the production workers mas-
tered one speed than it is increased. This is
the “real secret” of the fabulous profits be-
ing made by the monopolies, the means by
which, according to Walter Reuther, president
of the United Automobile Workers’ Union,
General Motors Corporation made $3.80 profit
for every hour worked by an hourly-rated em-
ployee. Selected statistics for all manufactur-
ing industries indicate that the value added by
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manufacture (per production worker) increas-
ed by 97 per cent between 1949 and 1960.

The tension generated by the continuous
race with machines is not limited to industrial
workers. As Leslie Morris, General Secretary
of the Communist Party, said at the Party’s
Eighteenth National Convention: From 1931
to 1961 the number of office appliance operat-
ors increased from 1,742 to 28,371. Industrial
workers are still the main victims, however.

Nearly half of all illness in Canada is
“mental illness” and medical research carried
out in the province of Saskatchewan indicates
that “mental illness” is caused by *“stress,
tension and over-exertion.” A contributor to
the Canadian Tribune wrote recently: “In a
recent stay in a ‘mental’ hospital I observed
that of 20 patients in the ward, one was a
farmer, two were middle-class office workers,
two were businessmen and 15 were industrial
workers. They were all suffering the results
of stress, tension, and over-exertion, some
without even realizing it.*

In view of the fact that, for Canadian work-
ers, automation is associated with speed-up
beyond the limit of long extended endurance,
shortening the working lives even of those
who don’t “crack up” prematurely, their hos-
tility to it is understandable.

Automation and Jobs

Concentration of capital has proceeded
apace since the Second World War, at increas-
ing speed as United States monopolies secured
control of the commanding heights in the
economy. This concentration is reflected in
the growing importance of the bigger and
more modern plants. In 1949 establishments
which turned out less than half a million dol-
lars worth of products produced 17.2 per cent
of the total of manufactured products. In
1960 their production was barely 11.7 per cent
of the total. In contrast, plants which produced
five million dollars worth of products or over,
turned out 49 per cent of the total in 1949
and by 1960 their share had increased to 56.9
per cent.

Because cybernation is only now being in-
troduced on a wide scale, its effect on the
organic composition of capital can only be in-
dicated. The trend, however, is clear. The
Steel Company of Canada is bringing into
operation a steel plate rolling mill at a cost
of thirty million dollars which, when operat-
ing at full capacity, will increase the total
work force in the plant by less than a hundred,
equivalent to an investment of $300,000 per

*Canadion Tribune, March 30, 1964

worker. The automated rod mill installed by
the Northern Electric Company is reported to
have cost twelve million dollars and employs
one man. The new “Hump” centralized traffic
control marshalling yard established in To-
ronto by the Canadian National Railways is
reported to have cost seventy-five million dol-
lars — an investment of more than a million
dollars for every worker employed. A similar
growth of constant capital to variable capital
is to be found in the “Hump” yards all over
the country. Automation, combined with mer-
ciless speed-up, was, until recently, the main
cause of the growing unemployment. Even
today, when hundreds of computers are per-
forming operations which otherwise would
employ tens of thousands of people, the less
complex forms of automation remain the most
evident immediate reason why jobs are being
eliminated in Canada at the average rate of
4,000 per week.

Partly because of resistance by the trade
unions, partly because of pension rights, etc.,
the reduction of working forces in some areas
has been accomplished by not hiring new
workers and by firing workers already em-
ployed. An example of this is to be seen on
the railways. In 1953 Canadian railway em-
ployees numbered 211,951. In 1961 they num-
bered only 166,081. A substantial part of this
drastic reduction has been accomplished by
not replacing workers who reach sixty-five,
the age of compulsory retirement.

The recent rapid increase in the installation
of computers performing tasks which other-
wise would employ many thousands of work-
ers, has been concurrent with a pronounced
upswing of the economy. Because of this, the
immediate over-all effect of cybernation has
been a marked expansion of economic activity
without putting all the unemployed workers
back to work, rather than a reduction of over-
all employment.

The impact of the technological change on
employment was emphasized recently in the
report of a special Senate committee which
carried out a public inquiry into unemploy-
ment. The committee declared that ‘“one of
the most pressing national problems confront-
ing Canada at the present time (is) the up-
ward drift in the general level of unemploy-
ment” . . . “In each successive recession the
percentage of people out of work has been
higher than in the preceding recession.” The
committee pointed out also that during the
period of highest employment in 1951 the
level of unemployment was 2.4 per cent, but
in 1959 it was 6.0 per cent. According to the
same source, the average all-Canadian per-
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centage of the labor force unemployed was
3.3 per cent in 1950-54, 5.1 per cent in 1955-
99, and seven per cent in 1960, which points
to the growth of chronic unemployment.

As a result of the economic upswing, parti-
cularly a boom in the building industry sti-
mulated by large-scale public expenditure at
all levels, the federal government was able to
claim for a few weeks at the end of the sum-
mer of 1963 that unemployment had declined
to 5.1 per cent of the labor force. Be that as it
may, the number of applicants for unemploy-
ment benefits during the first week of April
was reported as 660,000, approximately 10 per
cent of the labor force.

The Senate Comnm ittee pointed out that the
main reason for the failure of employment
to expand as rapidly as the population does
is that the goods-producing sector of the eco-
nomy does not grow fast enough. This is true,
but it does not mean that the goods-producing
sector of the economy has not grown. The
whole truth is that, although production has
grown, automation has eliminated a multitude
of jobs. According to the Senate Committee,
between 1949 and 1959 the physical volume of
production of motor vehicles increased by 49.9
per cent but employment in this industry by
only 11 per cent, in motor vehicles parts by
19.7 and 6.8 per cent respectively, electrical
apparatus and supplies 81.6 and 40.6 per cent,
machinery 33.7 and 16.8 per cent, household
appliances 53.7 and 19.3 per cent.

The impact of automation on the youth is
particularly heavy. Failure of opportunities for
employment to grow as fast as the population
results in a marked increase of unemployment
among young people. In 1950-54 there were
6.9 per cent unemployed men and 4.0 women
in the under 20 years age group, and 4.9 and
1.8 per cent respectively in the 20 to 24 years
age group. In 1960 the figures for the first
group rose to 15.6 and 8.5 per cent respec-
tively, and for the second group to 11.4 and
3.1 per cent. Not without cause do many
voung workers complain that automation un-
der monopoly control is making them a redun-
dant generation.

As John 1. Snyder, Junior, President of
United States Industries Incorporated, told
the conference on ‘“Automation and Social
Change” organized by the government of the
Province of Ontario in September 1963, there
is need for “a new awareness of the problems
of automation.” “The hard fact we must face,”
he said, “is that our new technologies do not
produce jobs for the workers they displace.
Detroit is the center of automation and it is
one of our country’s largest and most cri-

-

tical unemployment areas. At last count auto-
mation was eliminating jobs in the United
States at the rate of more than 40,000 per
week. And we must also keep in mind that
automation is not only displacing people di-
rectly, but also indirectly by what is called
‘silent firings’, referring to workers who,
without automation, would eventually have
been hired for specific tasks that are now
automated. There are also those workers who
lose their jobs through vertical integration due
to automation, as in the case of a company
which formerly supplied a third of the Ford
Company’s body parts. When Ford automated
its stamping plants, no Ford employees were
displaced, but 5,000 employees of the body
company were obliterated from the payroll.”

Automation is making radical changes in the
occupations at which people are employed.
In the first place mention should be made of
the general trend of decline in the percentage
employed in the production of goods and an
increase of the percentage employed in ser-
vice. Thus in 1946 less than 32 per cent of the
labor force was employed in trade, finance, in-
surance and service, but in 1962 more than
46 per cent. In some branches of production
the number of employees is falling absolutely.
For example, the number engaged in “mining
and quarrying” declined from 65,291 in 1951 to
64,611 in 1961. But, the mining industry as a
whole, grew at an average rate of 9.3 per cent
per year during that decade.

Workers in the group classified as “un-
skilled laborers” have been hit particularly
hard. In 1951 they constituted 6.7 per cent of
the employed labor force. By 1961 their num-
ber had declined not only relatively but also
absolutely. The relationship of automation
to that decline is indicated by the fact that,
in the industries from which unskilled laborers
were being displaced by machines, the number
of skilled workers increased during that de-
cade.

The fastest growth shown by any occupa-
tional group during the fifties was that clas-
sified as “professional and technical workers.”
This group grew by 65 per cent in the decade.
It is now ten per cent of the entire employed
labor force. The percentage increase in the
number of chemical engineers during the de-
cade 1951-61 was 366.7 per cent, of electrical
engineers 263.6 per cent, of mechanical en-
gineers 88.9 per cent.

Lastly, the number of men and women em-
ployed in agriculture declined by a hundred
and eighty-one thousand during the decade of
1951-61 but the number classified as “clerical
workers” increased by 324,459 in the same
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period. The impact of technological change
upon jobs has been obscured until now by
the fact that automation has been introduced
‘during a period of over-all expansion of the
economy as a whole.

Along with decimation of jobs and the
changes in occupations, automation has made
intability a characteristic of employment. Dr.
Stuart M. Jamieson, professor of economics at
the University of British Columbia, emphasiz-
ed this when he warned a conference on auto-

mation that:

“At the present and anticipated rates of
technological change and displacement, young
workers now entering the labor market for the
first time will, on the average, have to change
their occupations, not just jobs but occupa-
tions that require a more or less lengthy pe-
riod of training, three or more times in the
course of their working lifetime.”

The Crisis in Education

The Communist Party has emphasized for
years past that division of authority over the
standards of public education between ten pro-
vinces, at varying levels of industrial develop-
ment, prevents it from equipping young Cana-
dians to meet the demands of modern indus-
try. We have put forward proposals to change
this. On at least one occasion, 1958, our key
proposal was endorsed by the annual con-
ference of Canadian Mayors and Reeves. No-
thing was done, however, because of violent
opposition from the representatives of mono-
poly capital on the pretense that an all-Cana-
dian standard of free compulsory elementary
education with Federal government responsi-
bility for ensuring it, would infringe the terms
of the British North America Act, which as-
signs full authority over education to the pro-
vincial governments.*

But, in October 1957, the first Soviet Sput-
nik sparked an awakening to the fact that
mankind had entered the space age. The in-
terests which, until then, had been the main
opponents of federal government intervention
in matters of public education started to pro-
claim that the nation’s most valuable asset
is not in its immense natural resources, but in
the occupational and technical efficiency of
its workers and in the potential productivity of
its youth. University presidents, presidents of
manufacturing corporations, bankers and poli-
ticians, joined in announcing that “the revolu-
tion in technology” requires more sophistic-
ated educational methods than the “memory

. s

*The BNA Act, enacted in 1B67 is, in effect, Canada’s Con-
stitution. The Canadian bourgeocisie use it as o barrier to pro-

gressive change.
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exercises” which are the main content of the
pr mary and secondary schools. It was an-
nounced that Canada’s primary and secondary
school system, even where nearly every boy
and girl has a reasonably good opportunity to
attend, is deficient and woefully inadequate.
To cut the long story short, the spokesmen for
monopoly capital discovered “the crisis in
education.” The crisis has been there for a
long time, of course, but it was suddenly made
acute by their demands for radical changes
to “catch up with the Soviet Union” in the
field of public education. More than appeals
for radical improvement were required, how-
ever. The changes required were, and are,
quite beyond the resources of most of the

provinces.

Since 1957 the necessity for action to over-
come some of the deficiencies in the educa-
tional system has won wide recognition. It
has been emphasized in the numerous con-
ferences, on automation, on education, and on
other subjects. One result is to be seen in
legislation introduced by the federal govern-
ment in 1960.* This law, “The Technical and
Vocational Training Assistance Act,” autho-
rizes the federal government to contribute
75 per cent of the total capital expenditures
incurred by a provincial government in build-
ing and equipping vocational training facilities.
In the spirit of a “crash program” which per-
vaded some sections of the capitalist class, the
law set March 31, 1963, as the latest date up
to which the federal government would con-
tribute 75 per cent. When that “deadline” was
passed, however, the federal government, now
headed by the leader of the Liberal Party,
Lester B. Pearson, announced that the pro-
gram will be continued.

The ten programs to which the federal finan-
cial assistance is limited indicate the reality
of “the crisis in education.” They indicated
also the near panic that was expressed in the
attempt to overcome the crisis without openly
repudiating the British North America Act.
The ten programs are: technical and voca-
tional high schools, technician training, trades
(crafts) and other occupational training, train-
ing unemployed workers for new occupa-
tions, training to help employed workers im-
prove their skills, training for disabled work-
ers, training of technical and vocational teach-
ers, training for federal government depart-
ments and agencies, including members of the
armed forces, apprenticeship training in co-
operation with employers, a program of stu-
dent aid.

—_—— — —

*The Conservotive government headed by J. Diefenbaker.
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By March 3l1st, 1963, five hundred and
thirteen construction projects had been carried
through or were in various stages of comple-
tion. Their cost was $508 million, of which the
federal government paid 75 per cent. Substan-
tial as this appears, it provided accommoda-
tion for only 138,000 students and falls far
short of meeting the need, particularly in the
provinces where the need of the young people
for education or retraining is greatest.

The rapid spread of cybernation is evoking
questions already about the adequacy of the
ten programs. Dr. Garnet T. Page, Deputy
General Secretary of the Engineering Institute
of Canada, is warning all concerned that the
principal reason for the changes in manpower
is the increasing application of the techniques
of automation throughout the economy. Dr.
Page continues: “In the future many more
Canadian employers will adopt the techniques
of automatic production in one form or an-
other” . . “Recent studies indicate that
Canada’s requirements for professional per-
sonnel will double over the next 20 years.
with scientists and engineers being required
in the largest numbers . . . ” One conclusion
arrived at by Dr. Page is: “We need a sys-
tem of primary and secondary school educa-
tion that will serve to inspire and identify
our future specialists in all fields of higher
learning, and will instil the discipline of study
and thought in our young people.”

The quotation from Dr. Page typifies the
guarded warnings that are being uttered in
numerous conferences and publications. It is
becoming clear that teaching young men and
women to operate machines is not the answer
to cybernation, which displaces the machine
operator. The same is true of very many of
the trades and occupations, the teaching of
which is the main aim of the Federal-Provin-
cial program. This program is helping to some
extent to raise the general level of education
but it side-steps the problem of instilling “the
discipline of study and thought.” It provides
facilities for training in trades. Some of the
trades and occupations for which it does pro-
vide training are such that many of its stu-
dents will graduate to find that they have
been trained for the jobs of yesterday. The
problem that cybernation poses for the edu-
cational system in Canada is very far from
being solved.

Automation and the Trade Union Movement

In the trade union movement there is wide-
spread a tendency to equate automation with
displacement. The workers, clerical as well as
industrial, have good reason for this. It was
stated in the Ontario provincial legislature re-

cently that automation has displaced 800,000
workers in this province alone during the past
fifteen years.

Some authoritative spokesmen for mono-
poly-capital readily admit that the automation
is creating unemployment. For example,
Thomas J. Watson, president of the Interna-
tional Business Machines Corporation wrote:
“We can’t argue that technological change and
automation are not labor-saving devices. Of
course they are. They do cause displacement
of people.” The president of the IBM was ad-
dressing himself to prospective customers for
automatic machines and computers rather
than to the victims of automation, but this
does not make the truth of his statement less
chilling.

At the same conference, the “manager of
training and salary administrations” for the
Canadian Westinghouse Company extended
the thought expressed by the president of the
IBM by the following example of cynicism: “If
more and more goods can be produced by a
relatively smaller proportion of the populace
(backed up of course by improved techno-
logy) then it seems inevitable that some peo-
ple now in manufacturing must adjust to being
in new and different lines of work ... " “We
must face up to having a sizeable segment of
the adult population nut of the work force and
on welfare, or we must (and I pray we can)
exercise great effort and ingenuity in a third
direction. This direction includes: A) Identi-
fying those likely to be displaced before they
actually are displaced. B) Convincing them
that they must take action to keep themselves
employable. C) Providing opportunities and
assistance so that they can take action, if only
they will.”

These are examples of the reason why auto-
mation has become a big issue at virtually all
trade union conventions and “action to meet
the threat of automation” has become one of
the main demands of the membership upon
union leaders.

The United Automobile Workers Union,
warned by the fact that the industry in USA
and Canada increased its production by 17
per cent while reducing employment by four
per cent during the period of 1955-63, is seek-
ing, along with wage increases, longer vaca-
tions with pay, a measure of union control
over the working of overtime, higher pension
payments, payment by the employers of the
full cost of medical care, insurance for work-
ers after they are pensioned off, and an earlier
age of retirement for workers who have work-
ed in the industry for thirty years.

The program of the UAW is modest, re-
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flecting the fact that the industry is in the
midst of one of its periodic temporary booms.
-The issues about which militant members of
the union are most acutely concerned are
those of overtime and the speed-up. In some
industries the union members don’t consider
that they have so much time. Printing
trades workers in a number of cities are fight-
ing literally for the life of their union, to win
a measure of protection against the effects
of automatic typesetting. A judge of the Su-
perior Court of Quebec has granted an injunc-
tion forbidding printing trades workers from
molesting the operations of a printing com-
pany. When granting the injunction the judge
read a homily to the workers, informing them
that, while he realized that automation means
loss of jobs to them, “the institution of new
methods of printing is not itself illegal.”

Perhaps the best example of trade union
action to defend its members against the im-
mediate impact of automation is provided by
the wage contract negotiated between the
longshoremen of the Pacific Coast (British
Columbia) and their employers, The Shipping
Federation and the Wharf Operators Associa-
tion. It concedes to union demands for job
security for the present membership of the
union.

If the cargoes do not fall below the present
level, the present members are guaranteed
work or the equivalent of their wages for a
35-hour week, even if mechanization or auto-
matic machinery cuts the need for manpower
in half. If jobs are eliminated at one port,
members may be moved to other ports at the
expense of the employers. If jobs of one type
are eliminated by technological development
and at the same time a demand arises for
workers with new skills, members of the
union will be trained, on the job, for the new
skills.

Any member having worked on the water-
front for 25 years may retire voluntarily at
any time after he passes the age of 62. In that
event his retirement benefit is used to pro-
vide a pension until his full pension becomes
payable at the age of 65. If a shortage of work
develops, members may be retired compul-
sorily at the age of 62 but, in that case, the
retirement benefit is increased 1.5-fold. All
benefits are completely portable between all
the jobs covered by the eleven local unions of
longshoremen and dockworkers.

This is one of the best or the very best
union-employer contracts negotiated in Can-
ada for a long time. Precisely because of this,
it is useful to note the fact that, good and
vitally necessary as it is, it is only a stop-gap

solution for the problems presented by auto-
mation.

Because the guarantees apply only to those
who were members when the agreement was
signed, it will allow mechanization to reduce
payrolls by making it unnecessary to replace
members who retire, or die, or leave for any
reason whatever.

Hence it is clear that the agreement fore-
casts a large measure of job security for a
declining number of men. As Harry Bridges,
the president, is reported to have said, the
waterfront workers’ union alone cannot solve
all the problems of automation. Yet, the fact
must be faced that, if all the workers now
employed in Canada were protected by agree-
ments identical with this excellent one, it
would create a situation in which the workers
would have job security, but their sons and
daughters might never have a chance to work.

The United Steelworkers’ Union is learning
a similar lesson from the results of its ambi-
tious plan for 13-week vacations as a means
of avoiding lay-offs. The union leadership was
confident that this plan would ensure employ-
ment for twenty to twenty-five thousand steel-
workers who without the long vacation plan
would be laid off. Now, the plans of the steel
companies for further and more sophisticated
automation indicate that long vacations will
not even begin to counteract the massive cuts
in manpower made possible by automation
throughout the steel industry. From its peak
employment of 544,000 at the end of 1953
the steel industry of the United States has re-
duced the number of jobs to 400,000, and the
slashing of manpower continues. Against this
the long vacations may protect the jobs of five
to six thousand workers. It will help, but it
certainly does not meet the challenge with
which automation confronts the trade unions.

Make Automation Serve the People

It may well be that the coming ten years
will be marked in Canada by technological ad-
vance greater and more radical than all the
development that has taken place since the
Canadian state was founded in 1867. The
problems that such an advance will raise will
be of a different magnitude and of a different
political character than any that the Canadian
working class has had to face until now. The
replacement of men by machines in the field
of direction and control is bringing us rapidly
to the unavoidable necessity to choose be-
tween alternative paths for the future of
Canada. One path leads direct to economic
chaos with the most extreme reactionary in-
terests in control, the other leads to abun-
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dance for all, within the lifetime of most of
us who are living today.

This is so because we have entered the age
of automation. The technical structure of in-
dustry, and of the economy as a whole, is
going to change radically. The role of the
working class, its status in society, is going to
change also — either for better or for worse,
depending on what relationship is established
between the workers as a class and automa-
tion. The use of computers will exert a power-
ful influence on society. Control of the com-
puters is going to be a vital factor in the de-
termination of national economic policy.

When one capitalist enterprise “automates,”
its competitors are forced to do likewise, li-
terally as a condition of survival. In every
case in capitalist society automation, with or
without computers, is installed to reduce labor
costs — certainly not for the benefit of the
workers. In capitalist society automation
means loss of jobs and uprooting for the work-
ing class with increasing instability and un-
certainty for masses of people.

Only in a socialist society can cybernation,
that is to say, the use of automatic machinery
under computer direction and control, be de-
veloped fully. Free from the crippling contra-
diction of private appropriation of the fruits of
social production and its consequence in mo-
nopoly-capitalist limitations upon the market,
socialist society can utilize cybernation to the
full extent of its “as yet unmeasured” possi-
bilities, in coherent and coordinated planned
production — for abundance and a richer life
for all.

As the Eighteenth National Convention of
the Communist Party pointed out, automation
is confronting the working class and all demo-
cratic Canadians with an inescapable chal-
lenge: “. .. if this new revolutionary develop-
ment is allowed to remain in the ownership
and control of the monopolies, it will have
disastrous consequences for the working class
and for society as a whole* . . . “But, there
is another side to the possible effects of auto-
mation. We can use it to enrich all our lives
if we put it to work under democratic public
control.”

The measures proposed by the trade unions
so far, even if they are achieved, are not ade-
quate to protect the interests of the workers.
This is not to suggest that such demands
should not be made, and fought for with de-
termination, to win some protection for the
workers immediately. Unions, whose mem-
bers are threatened by automation or mechani-
zation should fight to protect their jobs and
working conditions in the political relation-

ships that exist now. But, to paraphrase the
words of Marx and Engels, the real interests
of the working class can be defended today
only to the extent that their future interests
are guarded also. The interests of the work-
ers, including those who are members of
unions, demand that the trade union move-
ment join hands with the broad democratic
forces of the people to meet the challenge of
cybernation as a problem for society as a
whole.

Monopoly-capital and its governments are
striving to divert the attention of the work-
ing class away from the necessity to decide
now which path to take, by focussing atten-
tion on the technical “wonders” of cyberna-
tion and the demand that it “is going to create
for workers with special skills.”

The Federal government announced with
fanfare still another conference. Its Minister
of Labor met with the Labor Ministers of the
10 Provinces in a two-day conference “to seek
the answer to automation.” Their “‘answer”
was, according to newspaper reports, ‘“‘to set
the stage for a closer partnership between the
provincial and Federal governments in training
young workers for the kind of jobs expected
to be needed in the future . . . To fashion a
flexible, mobile, skilled work force for the
automation era.” In the meantime the House
of Commons had to be kept in session late, to
vote emergency financial assistance to the
National Unemployment Insurance System,
the funds of which had been exhausted.

What the governments are striving desper-
ately to obscure is the fact that cybernation,
introduced and operated under democratic
people’s control, could eliminate much of the
drudgery now performed by the working class,
could raise living standards, provide opportu-
nities for creative employment of youth, and
retirement at an age when we are still able
to enjoy creative activity and leisure. To ac-
complish this, cybernation must be brought
under democratic people’s control now. Direct
public responsibility must be established for
the workers who are displaced by automatic
machinery or cybernation.

The obstacle to harnessing cybernation to
the real interests of the working class and
the overwhelming majority of the people is
monopoly capital. The struggle to harness cy-
bernation to the real interests of the nation is
a struggle to take control of it away from the
monopolies. This is why the Eighteenth Con-
vention of the Communist Party declared in
its call to the workers to struggle for a new
economic policy:

“Establishing democratic public control
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over the introduction of automation will con-
stitute partial subjugation of the monopolists
‘to the will of the people of this country ... It

will open the road for continued democratic
advance. It will be an important step to the
path to socialism.”

The Struggle of the Mexican People
and the Tactics of the

Communist Party

Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo

OWARDS the end of the fifties the
struggle of the Mexican people for na-
tional independence, democracy and social
progress entered upon a new phase. This
phase was marked by the upsurge of the
working class, peasant and anti-imperialist
movement. It began with the militant work-
ing-class actions of 1958-59 — the biggest in
the past twenty-five years — which showed
that the workers are the principal revolu-
tionary force in Mexico. The growing might
of world socialism and in particular the pro-
gress made by the Soviet Union have had a
powerful revolutionary effect on the masses.
New and profoundly progressive processes
are taking place in the mass working-class
organizations, and there is a growing trend
toward unity among the Left groups.

The people of Mexico are therefore mak-
ing their contribution to the upsurge of the
democratic anad anti-imperialist movement
in the Latin American countries, the supreme
expression of which is the Cuban revolution.

I

The significance of the developments in
Mexico is enhanced by the fact that the ten-
dency in the working-class and peasant
movement for a long time was one of rela-
tive inaction. This was due to the specific
character of socio-political development in
Mexico after the bourgeois democratic revo-
lution of 1910-17.

During the twenty years that followed the
founding in 1919 of the Mexican Communist
Party, the working class and peasant move-
ment won some notable successes. The unity
achieved in the trade union movement and

the establishment in 1936 of the Confedera-
tion of Labor was the fruit of the Party’s
persevering efforts. The peasant movement,
too, which began to play a significant role
in political life, was organized mainly by the
Communists, and it was under Communist
leadership that in 1926 there arose the Na-
tional Peasant League, an organization unit-
ing the main forces of the revolutionary
peasant movement that had been steeled in
struggle for the land and in battles against
the clerical, latifundist and bourgeois reac-
tion. The influence of the Communist Party
and the democratic movement extended to
the students and progressive intellectuals.

The independent movement of the masses
and the growing contradictions between the
people and imperialism at the time of the eco-
nomic crisis of 1929-33 led to the progres-
sive reforms carried out under General Car-
denas (1934-40). These reforms continued the
tradition of the 1910-17 revolution which
struck a shattering blow at the semi-feudal
structure of Mexican society and created
possibilities for independent development.
The bourgeois government, however, failed
to take advantage of these opportunities and
until 1934 Mexico remained an agrarian,
semi-colonial and semi-feudal country.

The reforms of 1934-40 were a step for-
ward in the right direction; they created a
new situation which necessitated a new ap-
proach on the part of the Communist Party
and the entire revoluti