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This issue contains more materials about the International
Meeting of Communist and Workers' parties.

Gus HALL, General Secretary of the Communist Party USA,
contributed an article, “The Turning Point of History,” in which

he says, among other things:

“What has fundamentally and irreversibly changed the world
scene is the rise of the three currents making up the world
revolutionary process. The powerful world socialist system of
states and, in the first place, the Soviet Union, the worldwide
national liberation movements and the working-class move-
ment in the capitalist world—these are now the main movers

of history.”

Ezekias PAPAIOANNOU, General Secretary of the Progressive
Party of the Working People of Cyprus, says in *“Against

Reaction and War"':

“The ideas of the Conference are spreading and becoming
more and more popular not only in the international Com-
munist and workers’ movement but also among broad sections
of the working people opposed to monopoly rule and dicta-
torial regimes, and fighting for civil rights and national in-

dependence.”

In the section Towards the Lenin Centenary we offer the
reader articles by Erwin SCHARF, Member of the Political Bu-
reau and Secretary of the Central Committee, Communist
Party of Austria, “Perfect the Forms of the Anti-Imperialist
Struggle in the Spirit of Leninism”, and by Bonifati KEDROV,
“Lenin and the Natural Sciences.”

The As His Contemporaries Knew Him section contains remem-
brances by Camilla RAVERA, founding member of the ltalian
Communist Party and member of its Central Control Commis-

sion.

The section In the Communist and Workers' Parties carries
an article by Barbu ZAHARESCU, Member of the Central
Committee of the Rumanian Communist Party, about the Tenth
Congress of the RCP, and one by Pavel AUERSPERG and
Vilem NOVY, members of the Central Committee of the
Czechoslovak CP, on the September meeting of the CC CPC,
entitled “New Stage in Consolidation.”

The significance of the space explorations, including the latest
by the Soviet cosmenauts, is examined in an interview to our

journal by Hero cf Socialist Labor Academician PETROV.

Our Round Table is an account of a discussion by represen-
tatives of a number of Latin American Communist parties and
of research institutions of some socialist states on “Latin
America: Economic Integration and the Working Class.”

The section Viewpoints contains an article by Werner KALWEIT,
a German Democratic Republic economist, on the economic
motive forces of socialist society. The French scholar and
member of the Central Committee of the French CP, Jean
SURET-CANALE, speaks of the problem of tribes, classes and

nations in Tropical Africa.

Under the head, The Battle of Ideologies, Jan PRAZSKY dis-
sects a Time magazine article to show the methods of modern
anti-Communist propaganda.

Readers’ Questions offers an article, “Third World: Friends
True and False,” written in response to readers’ requests.




The turning point in history

GUS HALL

It is not possible or necessary to pin-point
exact dates designating the beginning or
the end of historic epochs or periods. They
deal with sweeping changes and flowing
relationships. The currents propelling such
eras converge and at times proceed along
parallel paths. The forces of a new period
are in the process of development while
forces of the old still retain vitality and
the capacity for further growth. The emerg-
ence of the present epoch has been just
such a development.

The birth of the first socialist republic,
the Soviet Union, shattered the shell of
world capitalism and established a work-
ing class beachhead on the mainland of
world imperialism. This event shook capi-
talism to its very foundations. But it did
not stop capitalist development in the rest
of the world. It, however, paved the way
for the development of new world forces
unleashed by the new epoch.

The superiority of the new social system
was demonstrated in the primary role
played by the Soviet Union in saving the
world from fascism. This historic victory
for progressive mankind marked the begin-
ning of a new phase in the new epoch. The
vastly augmented global revolutionary pro-
cess emerged as the most powerful current.
The socialist beachhead grew into a
powerful economic, military and ideo-
logical community while world capitalist
development reached its apex. It wvastly
sharpened the contradictions between the
two systems, projecting them more force-
fully as the chief contradictions on the
world scene. The forces set into motion
propelled powerful working-class move-
ments in capitalist countries. They gave
rise to tidal waves of national liberation
which swept the imperialist oppressors
from most parts of the world’s surface.

Thus human society arrived at the most
profound revolutionary turning point in its
history.

Some are having difficulty in adjusting
to the unique and unprecedented fact that
this turning point is neither ancient histo-
ry nor on the distant horizon. It is here and
we are in the eye of its social storms. The
transition from capitalism to socialism is
history’s greatest happening. It is human
society’s most explosive qualitative leap. It
is both an historic process and a current
event, precisely because it is a total shift
in a way of life. This process is not only
explosive—it is revolutionary. It is a many-
sided process—economic, political, milita-
ry and ideological. This is the essence of
the events that give life its present direc-
tion. All processes of social progress, all
movements, all struggles of today are re-
lated to this qualitative leap. And they can
only be understood if they are viewed in
this dialectical relationship.

This turning point has given rise to, and
is propelled by, a worldwide, three-pronged
revolutionary development now converging
into a single process. The process is not an
even one. There are periods when the pro-
cess does not produce a shift of state power
in any country. There are setbacks, frus-
trations, periods when the process levels
off on a new plateau, There are moments
of explosions and periods of evolutionary
development. There are violent transfers of
class power and some transitions that are
not so violent.

But through all this, the revolutionary
process goes on, the constant maturing and
gathering of the forces of the revolution
never ceases. There is the accumulation of
experiences, There is the internal deterio-
ration of capitalism, resulting in the sharp-
ening of internal class relations and of re-
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lations between imperialism and the op-
pressed peoples and nations. And there is
the ideological and political growth of the
forces of the transition. This many-sided
process of the unfolding of reality is based
on the laws of social development. We are
witnessing the death agony of the last of
a long line of social systems based on man’s
exploitation of man. Capitalism is the end
of the road for all forms and systems of
slavery.

To one extent or another all present-day
phenomena are shaped by the forces of the
revolutionary process whose motive power
is generated by the laws of capitalist deve-
lopment. Those who have brought Marx
“up to date” by declaring these laws “ob-
solete” confuse form and content. What
changed is the reality within which these
forces operate. The rules of the game have
changed but the brutal predatory charac-
ter of imperialism remains the same. The
aggressive war-like beast is now forced to
seek its prey, in circumstances where it is
no longer the master of the forest. As a re-
sult it has been forced to shift its tactics.
With greater cunning and newly acquired
skill it seeks to separate and insulate its
intended victim. Though the new rules of
the game are increasingly being set by the
advancing forces of the revolutionary pro-
cess, like any beast that is getting cor-
nered, imperialism remains a dangerous
foe. Because it is motivated by a single in-
stinct, aggression, it cannot be tamed or
petted. Because of this inner essence of
imperialism the tactics of anti-imperialists
must be guided by only one goal: the total
destruction of the beast.

The internal processes of each imperial-
ist country and its external relationships
are also basically governed by the laws of
capitalist development. But these laws
themselves are now being increasingly in-
fluenced by the shift in the balance of
world forces, by the forces of the revolu-
tionary process. The tremors of these shift-
ing world forces are sharply felt in the
core of world imperialism.

The basic essence of our internal reality
could be stated in one sentence. There is
some measure of crisis developing in every
phase of our life—except one. This excep-
tion is monopoly profits; here there is no
crisis. This one sentence is not only an as-
sessment of the way things are, it is also
a statement of why things are as they are.
The root cause of all the expressions of
crisis is the unending, limitless, unremit-
ting drive by the capitalist class for max-
imum profits.
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The growing war budgets of the 1960’s,
and especially in the period of the escala-
tion ol the Vietnam war, have made this
a decade of unprecedented profit expansion.
At the same time, the rate of exploitation
of labor in manufacturing has gone up 17
per cent in the past ten years, according
to the official government figures. And this
despite the fact that the workers, in the
past two or three years, have won the big-
gest money settlements ever.

The drive for profits results in a continu-
ing polarization of our people into a richer
rich and a poorer poor. The unaralleled
profits are drawn from the exploitation of
70 million workers. They are drawn from
the unparalleled special racial and national
oppression of 40 million of our people. The
drive for profits has created areas of dire
poverty. It results in skyrocketing prices
and inflation and causes a further deepen-
ing of the crisis in education and housing.

Today the economy does not simply
move spontaneously, in response to econo-
mic laws. It is also manipulated by giant
monopolies and cartels. It is very much re-
gulated by the government, acting on be-
half of these monopolies. Of course, there
are limits to what they can do. In the last
analysis, they cannot ward off the opera-
tion of economic laws. They cannot escape
the contradictions generated by capitalism
itself. As the crisis of U.S. capitalism deep-
ens, their range of choice narrows. The
laws now operate in a more advanced stage
of capitalist development and in a world
in which there are two social systems.

United States capitalism has increasing-
ly faced the problem of accumulation of
unused capital. This, of* course, is related
to the general problems of capitalism in this
epoch. But it is a politically acute problem
for U.S. capitalism. The shift in the world
balance of forces has assumed the shape of
a burgeoning obstacle to the opening up of
new areas of capital investment. This ob-
struction has further transformed the un-
used capital into blood clots in the veins
of imperialism. Their intense pressures
have generated a runaway irrationality in
the social system. Its channels for invest-
ment restricted, the monster is turning
upon itself and devouring its own. It is
turning to conglomerates — capitalist can-
nibalism — to the nth degree. This is a de-
velopment fraught with significant politi-
cal and social consequences.

Generally, there is a new stage in the
monopolization of the capitalist economy.
The United States and other industrially




developed countries are in the throes of a
frenzy of corporate mergers.

Ordinarily big fish have always swal-
lowed smaller fish in the capitalist process
but the present wave of mergers is charac-
terized by three new elements. First, they
have become uncontrollable; second,giants
are being merged into super-giants. Huge
corporations with assets up to a billion
dollars are being swallowed up. Finally,
monopoly formations are giving rise to
“conglomerates.”

Mergers and acquisitions are usually dis-
tinguished as either “horizontal” or “ver-
tical.” Horizontal mergers are those be-
tween corporations in the same industrial
classifications. Vertical mergers are those
between corporations which are related to
one another as actual or potential buyer
and seller. The new conglomerate mergers
are those for which there is no technolog-
ical production or market rationale. From
the point of view of production or market-
ing such mergers are irrational. They are
reaching the outer limits of capitalist anar-
chy.

The merger movement has spread over
the entire economy. Conglomeration is the
new, predominant trend, in contrast to hori-
zontal or vertical merging.

The very pinnocle of this lunacy is
reached when these conglomreates are, in
fact, only irrational aggregates in a galaxy
of conglomerates, all financially owned and
controlled by a giant bank.

These monstrous anarchistic formations
result from the inner laws of monopoly
capitalism. They are signs of its deep in-
ner sickness in its final stages of develop-
ment.

Thus the laws of capitalist development
have not changed. Only the degree of their
irrationality has been altered.

The rise of conglomerates is not limited
to the domestic scene. It is becoming a
form and a structure for imperialist acqui-
sitions. Increasingly, the imperialist bank
has become the means of imperialist con-
trol by developing foreign conglomerates
under its control. For this purpose the
United States has become the world’s larg-
est exporter of banks. These banks are be-
coming the main controlling centers of
U.S. imperialist holdings and conglome-
rates. For example, Chase Manhatten Bank,
a Rockefeller bank, now has over sixteen
hundred overseas banking facilities of its
own, plus hundreds of other foreign banks
it controls. Chase Manhattan is a private
imperialist empire. It is one of the big
stockholders in the U.S. war industries. It

coordinates its profits from the war indus-
tries with the Pentagon and its worldwide
network of banks. To Vietnam it has ex-
ported both napalm and banks.

Thus with the banks at the control of
industrial conglomerates U.S. imperialism
has added a new link to its chain of im-
perialism. Through these banks it domi-
nates industries and governments.

Imperialism remains imperialism. But it
is influenced by the new factors shaping
this new epoch. It, in turn, further reacts
on the processes of the transition.

The forces of anti-imperialism must not
only be alert, they must adjust their tac-
tics to this new changing reality.

In a period when the current of history
is running against imperialism, a war orien-
tated eocnomy, such as U.S. imperialism
has built since the Second World War, be-
comes a factor in the operation of the law
of uneven development between capitalist
countries.

It is the overseas expenditures that an-
nually turn the U.S. trade balance against
itself. This has an accumulated negative
effect on the U.S. economy. U.S. imperial-
ism is caught in the vice of its plans for
worldwide aggression.

It now either must retreat or keep spend-
ing billions of dollars to maintain the ope-
ration of the 3,405 overseas military bases,
while its chief imperialist rivals spend re-
latively small amounts for their military
establishments.

For example, this and other factors have
drastically changed the position of Japan
in the imperialist pyramid.

Thus during the past ten years the U.S.
industrial growth rate has been about five
and a half per cent per year. During the
past fifteen years the growth rate for Japan
has been thirteen and a half per cent. In
the past eight years it rose to 14.7 per cent
and during the last three years Japan’s
erowth rate increased to 16.5 per cent. In
1960 Japan’s industrial, manufacturing out-
put was 20 per cent of the U.S. level and
85 per cent of the West German level . . .
But in 1968 it rose to 36 per cent of U.S.
levels and 157 per cent of West Germany'’s
level. Thus Japan has by-passed West Ger-
many, and has clearly now become the
second industrial producing nation in the
capitalist world.

This has shifted many of the imperialist
rivalries. The contradictions between U.S.
and Japanese imperialism have greatly
sharpened. The struggle over Okinawa is
only symbolic of more far-reaching anta-
gonisms between them.

World Marxist Review 5




The growth rate of the capitalist world
is closely tied to their relationship with
U.S. imperialism. After the Second World
War, U.S. capital investments were help-
ful to the war-ravaged economies of a num-
ber of capitalist countries. Many apologists
for U.S. imperialism hailed the “benevol-
ence.” They boasted that foreign capital
investments coming into an industrially
developed country would not have the ne-
gative effects of colonial “investments.”
Life has shattered this illusion. U.S. invest-
ment has become a dead weight on the in-
dustrial growth rate of these industrially
developed countries.

Perhaps no other group of defeated capi-
talists was so thoroughly at the mercy of
U.S. imperialism as the Japanese. Yet while
the capitalists of Western Europe felt ob-
liged to open the doors wide to penetra-
tion by U.S. monopolies, the Japanese held
them at arms length. They continue to
tightly limit U.S. investments, thereby re-
taining essential control of all major in-
dustries except oil and—to some extent—
computers. And they are challenging the
U.S. grip even in these areas. The figures
on U.S. direct investments in the leading
countries of imperialism are indicative
(figures in billions of dollars)—Britain, 6.1;
West Germany 3.5; France 1.9; Italy 1.2;
Japan 0.9; in relation to the huge and soar-
ing Japanese economy, this is a small stake.
These figures are reflected in the growth
rate of these countries; generally, the larg-
er the investment the slower the growth
rate.

The 15 year growth rates are: Japan on
one end with a 13.5 per cent rate, then
Italy with 8.8 per cent;West Germany 6.4
per cent; France 5.4 per cent, and Great
Britain with a 2.9 per cent rate.

The new stage in the process of mono-
poly mergers and the rise of the irrational
conglomerates deeply affects social and
class relationships.

It has accelerated the process of polari-
zation of capitalist society. The gap be-
tween the parasitic layer and the people
has become a chasm.

It has vastly accelerated the process of
alienation. It has further shattered illusions
in the capitalist “establishment” and ex-
posed its anti-humanist character.

It is giving rise to new problems for the
class struggle. The conglomerates are in a
position to use their control of one indus-
try to fight the workers in another. They
are in a position to liquidate whole indus-

tries.
Under these circumstances the unity of

8 World Marxist Review

workers in one industry is not enough. Cen-
tral Trade Union centers will be forced to
become centers for coordinating and lead-
ing struggles.

This new stage in monopoly development
places in a new way the importance of the
anti-monopoly movements and struggles.

The conglomerate stage of monopoly is
closely related to the development of mo-
nopoly state capitalism. The system of
superhawks directly controlling galaxies of
conglomerates, more directly than ever, do-
minates government policy, and in alliance
with the ever-growing military establish-
ment is a new phase in the development of
state monopoly capitalism. In the USA it
has made a mockery of anti-trust laws. It is
a development that does not result in the
strengthening of capitalism. However, it
does give rise to new dangers of both war
and fascism.

These dangers can be overcome if full
advantage is taken of the new opportuni-
ties for struggle now opening up. While
capitalism develops along its irrational path
the forces of socialism continue to grow
stronger. The national liberation movement
continues its upward curve. The working
class in the capitalist countries steadily
moves to take the advanced position his-
tory has assigned it.

Thus the world revolutionary process is
increasingly determining the direction of
human affairs.

“The world revolutionary movement,”
says the Main Document of the Moscow
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties, “continues its offensive despite the
difficulties and setbacks of some of its con-
tingents. Notwithstandirig the counter-
offensives launched by it, imperialism has
failed to change the general relationship of
forces in its favor.”

What has fundamentally and irrever-
sibly changed the world scene is the rise
of the three currents making up the world
revolutionary process. The powerful world
socialist system of states and, in the first
place, the Soviet Union, the worldwide na-
tional liberation movements and the work-
ing-class movement in the capitalist world
—these are now the main movers of his-
tory.

Of course, the difficulties arising in the
revolutionary process must be carefully
studied. There have been setbacks in Gha-
na, in Indonesia and elsewhere. The oppor-
tunistic and nationalistic influences on
some working-class parties have also weak-
ened the revolutionary process. The Mao-




ists’ policies, their anti-Soviet slander
along with their efforts to create divisions
in the world revolutionary forces have
clearly been negative factors.

Such wrong policies adversely affect the
balance of world forces. But they do not
fundamentally change it. If one takes note
of all the factors in the course of the tran-
sition, including the downward dips, the
thrust of the elevation remains upward.

Is not the defeat of the objectives of
U.S. imperialism in Vietnam an important
plus factor on the scales of assessment? Is
not socialist Cuba’s rebuff to every pos-
sible kind of U.S. aggression, including the
unfreezing of its economic blockade and
its successful building of socialism 90 miles
off the shores of Yankee imperialism, an
important factor of world reality? Is not
the continuing unprecedented economic,
military and scientific growth of the social-
ist world a key element in this assessment?

Or consider the continuing growth of the
national liberation movement, or the pro-
gress along the non-capitalist path of de-
velopment in a number of countries, or the
progressive direction in ex-colonial coun-
tries. Are these not important factors on
the scales of the epoch?

Has not Israel’s military victory turned
into a very hollow affair? Because it did

not achieve the special aim of U.S. im-
perialism, the aim of overthrowing the anti-
imperialist Arab governments; it is tumn-
ing into its opposite. It has given new im-
petus to the anti-imperialist forces in the
Middle East. All this has further exposed
how dangerous the present policies of the
leaders of Israel are for the world and for
Israel itself,

In our own hemisphere, is not the con-
tinuing growth of the revolutionary forces
in Chile, Venezuela, Argentina, Peru, Brazil,
Colombia, Ecuador, Uruguay, and the other
South and Central American countries an
important factor in assessing world forces?

Lastly, in the United States itself there
is a growing mass movement against the
government’s imperialist policy, the war in
Vietnam and exploitation and oppression
of national minorities. Assessing the bal-
ance of world forces, we must take into
account the historic general strike in
France, the developments in Italy with its
tremendous upsurge of struggle, and the
scope of the working-class movement in
other capitalist countries.

And the imperialist beast faces ever-
intensifying crisis because this is not its
epoch.

This is the epoch of revolutionary tran-
sition—to socialism and communism.
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Against reaction and war

EZEKIAS PAPAIOANNOU

The Conference of Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties held in Moscow in June 1969
has already gone down in history as an out-
standing event in world politics. Over 70
Communist and Workers’ parties discussed
openly and sincerely and agreed on the
basic task of the present stage, the task of
intensifying struggle against imperialism.

Imperialist hopes that the Conference
would “break up in failure” and that it
“would prove that there was no longer any
monolithic unity in the Communist ranks,”
were dashed.

The Conference also paid tribute to the
role played by the Soviet Union in the fight
against imperialism, for national liberation,
democracy, peace and socialism. Many
delegates expressed their appreciation of
the role of the Soviet Union in selflessly
supporting and giving generous moral and
material aid to all peoples fighting for lib-
eration and social progress.

This is significant, because “anti-Soviet-
ism"” has become fashionable with the im-
perialist mass media, and is now being used
in a peculiar way. The bourgeois press and
other mass media always prominently dis-
play and publish comments from the Com-
munist press that can be interpreted as
attacks on the Soviet Union. “Anti-Soviet-
ism”’ is used by reaction to create bad
blood between Communist parties, to split
the Communist movement. And they are
right, in their way, because anti-Sovietism
is anti-communism and nothing could please
the imperialists more than anti-communism.
This was amply stressed in the speeches
of the overwhelming majority of the dele-
gates that spoke at the Conference of Com-
munist and Workers’ Parties.

So, contrary to imperialist hopes the Con-
ference proved that the Soviet Union enjoys
great prestige in the international Commu-
nist movement for its peace policy, its great
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sacrifices for the common cause and the
consistent way it fulfils its historic tasks.

The Conference and its documents, based
on a scientific, Marxist-Leninist analysis of
the times, open up new vistas in the strug-
gle against imperialism in all its manifesta-
tions. Indeed, the Main Document pillories
imperialism and lays bare the exploiting,
aggressive and reactionary character of its
activities on a world scale.

As stressed in the Document, “the Com-
munist and Workers’ parties represented at
the Meeting, aware of their historic respon-
sibility, propose united action to all Com-
munists of the world, to all opponents of
imperialism, to all who are prepared to fight
for peace, freedom and progress.” There
is no doubt that if the Communists carry
this message to the peoples and adopt the
right approach to the masses, the anti-im-
perialist liberation struggle of the peoples
all over the world will be immeasurably
strengthened.

Inspired by the ideas and documents of
the Conference, Communists in various
parts of the world, taking advantage of all
possibilities and means available and acting
with due regard for the local conditions, are
trying as hard as they can to carry out the
tasks set by the Conference, namely, to mo-
bilize the masses for a new upsurge of the
revolutionary and anti-imperialist move-
ment, aptly to combine the fight for the
interests of individual nations with the fight
for their common international cause, to de-
velop theoretical work in the parties and
wage ideological struggle against hostile
bourgeois doctrines and against the Right
and “Left” opportunism in the working-
class movement.

The ideas of the Conference are spreading
and becoming more and more popular not
only in the international Communist and
Workers’ movement but also among broad




sections of the working people opposed to
monopoly rule and dictatorial regimes, and
fighting for civil rights and national inde-
pendence,

The point made by the Conference that
the policy of imperialism “is facing grow-
ing resistance in the capitalist countries
from the working class, peasantry, young
people, students, from the broadest masses
irrespective of their political views and
ideology,” is confirmed by the events now
taking place in the world. We are witness-
ing an unprecedented upsurge and aggrava-
tion of the class struggle in all parts of the
world. The working-class movement is as-
suming new positions which is proved by
the great number of strikes first and fore-
most in developed capitalist countries, by
the participation in the class struggle of the
broadest social strata of bourgeois society,
and by the diversity of forms and methods
of economic and political struggle. Eco-
nomic demands are now more and more
frequently combined with political de-
mands, with the struggle against the exist-
ing political regimes, for democratic rights,
for free activities of workers’ and other peo-
ple’s organizations. Strikes are frequently
accompanied by tremendous demonstra-
tions, mass meetings and direct clashes
with the police and troops.

Class struggle is spreading in the United
States, the very seat of international reac-
tion. Press reports indicate a growing tide
of strikes and activity by trade unions in
that country. The struggle of U.S. workers
merges with the struggle of the Negroes for
their rights. Many American cities have re-
cently become arenas of dramatic demon-
strations by those living in the Negro
ghettoes. Clashes between Negroes and po-
lice have taken place there, many Negroes
being wounded and hundreds jailed, Anti-
war demonstrations have also acquired big
proportions in the U.S.

The opposition of the working people in
the countries of Western Europe to capi-
talist rule has grown to unprecedented pro-
portions. A wave of strikes recently swept
across West Germany, where scores of
thousands of miners, metal workers and
machine and ship-building workers stopped
work. In September, France experienced a
railwaymen’s strike, which paralyzed all rail
traffic in the country. French working peo-
ple are stepping up their fight against the
financial oppression of the capitalists, for
lower taxes and higher wages, for social
and democratic demands. The fight of the
Italian workers, particularly in the Fiat en-
terprises, is very acute, especially in Turin,

Milan, Florence and Brescia. Then there
was a general strike of metal workers. And
over a million took part in the strike of
building workers.

The fight of the working class against the
monopolies and reactionary regimes is
growing also in Latin America. In Peru the
reactionary government was overthrown.
This action was followed by nationalization
of the big monopolies and the launching of
an agrarian reform. Argentina has had
three general strikes this year, with the
overwhelming majority of the workers in
the main industrial centers taking part. The
last of the three, like the previous ones,
was highlighted by a number of political
demands, such as the demand to stop gov-
ernment interference in the affairs of the
General Confederation of Labor, to end the
persecution of workers’ leaders, and to re-
lease those arrested.

The anti-imperialist struggle is develop-
ing on all continents, involving broader
social strata and different political forces.
In this context, the overthrow of the mon-
archy in Libya, which was strongly sup-
ported by U.S. and British imperialists, is
of great importance. The coup resulted in
the constitution of the Libyan Arab Repub-
lic and the creation of a Revolutionary
Council, widely acclaimed by the people.
Following the successful revolution in Su-
dan in May, the Libyan coup testifies to a
process of important political transforma-
tions in the countries of the African con-
tinent. This strengthens the common front
of the struggle against imperialism and the
Israeli aggression, for a progressive develop-
ment of the peoples towards an active
political life, towards freedom and inde-
pendence.

The action of the working people guided
by Communist parties against dictatorships,
is also gaining in intensity. Despite the
terror and persecutions, the fight is waged
insistently in Greece and in Spain, in Portu-
gal and in South Africa, in Brazil and
Paraguay.

The people of Cyprus are also intensify-
ing their opposition to the designs of inter-
national imperialism.

The Conference document emphasizes
that the countries of the Mediterranean
occupy an important position in the im-
perialist plans: “U.S. imperialism, which
has important military bases in Spain, con-
tinues to support the Franco regime, there-
by helping it to survive in opposition to the
struggle of the fighting Spanish people. The
U.S. 6th Fleet and the system of military
bases which are a threat to the peoples and
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to peace in this area, serve as a permanent
instrument of political and military pressure
in the Mediterranean. The repeated exacer-
bation of the situation in Cyprus and the
fascist coup in Greece are likewise the
handiwork of the imperialists, who support
the colonels’ junta.”

Cyprus has always figured in the im-
perialist designs in the Mediterranean as an
unsinkable air and rocket base. Contrary
to the will of our people, the British im-
perialists occupy 99 square miles and 32
other points of Cyprus soil as “sovereign
base areas.” Further, they retain the use
of ports, airfields, roads and the air space
of Cyprus for military purposes. And the
U.S. imperialists acquired from the British
colonialists the right to operate three radio
maonitoring stations on the island for syping
on socialist and Arab countries.

It was revealed recently that British mili-
tary bases in Cyprus have, since November
1968, come under NATO jurisdiction. This
news was printed in The Christian Science
Monitor with a map of the Eastern
Mediterranean, on which the British base
at Akrotiri, Cyprus, is marked as a “NATO
base.” It was also revealed that the U.S.
imperialists have set up in Cyprus a com-
puter spying center transmitting informa-
tion about the whole of the Middle East to
Washington and NATO.

Since the overthrow of the monarchy in
Libya, the imperialist mass media have
stressed with added emphasis the strategic
importance of Cyprus. British and U.S. im-
perialists have been competing in Cyprus,
as they have in the whole of the Middle
East, despite the fact that they are allies.
The turning over to NATO by the British
imperialists of their ‘“sovereign base” at
Akrotiri shows that they are resigned to
playing second fiddle to U.S. imperialism,
because they realize that it is the only way
they can hang on to their positions.

Since the constitution of Cyprus as an
independent Republic in 1960, the U.S. im-
perialists have allocated $20,000,000 for
anti-communist activity in the country.
They have so far published two books on
Cyprus, with a third to come out in Jan-
uary 1970. The first, by a CIA agent,
Thomas W. Adams, is entitled, U.S. Army
Handbook on Cyprus. It tells us that in the
early part of 1964 the U.S. 6th Fleet would
have landed troops on the island if Presi-
dent Makarios had yielded to U.S. pressure
and Cyprus had not had the powerful back-
ing of the Soviet Union. The second U.S.
book on Cyprus is entitled, Cyprus Between
East and West, written by the same
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Thomas W. Adams and by Alvin Cottrell,
another CIA agent. From beginning to end
this book is a slander against the Soviet
Union and the Progressive Party of the
Working People of Cyprus (AKEL). It is
an attempt to disrupt the unity of our peo-
ple. It is reported that the third book is a
continuation of the second in the anti-com-
munist drive to split the Cyprus people and
weaken their powers of resistance. This the
imperialist writers try to do by invoking
the communist bogey, saying that Cyprus
is on the verge of becoming the Cuba of the
Mediterranean and that the imperialist pres-
ence is necessary to prevent this. They do
their utmost to drive a wedge between
AKEL and President Makarios, and between
AKEL and the nationalists. It is all part of
the imperialist game of “divide and rule.”

Cyprus, as we know, was used as a
springboard for the attack on the United
Arab Republic in 1956 and, later, on the
Yemeni Republic. More recently, “British
sovereign bases” in Cyprus were used se-
cretly to transfer war material to the Israeli
aggressors for their war of conquest against
the Arab countries.

It is in this broad context that one should

see the “Cyprus problem.” But the most
serious part of the problem is that between
imperialism, on the one hand, which strives
to retain Cyprus and turn it into a powerful
nuclear rocket and air base for aggressive
imperialist war, and the people of Cyprus,
on the other, who are fighting to free their
land from the imperialist presence and de-
pendence. The basic character of the strug-
gle conducted by the people of Cyprus
remains anti-imperialist, for national libera-
tion. .
There exist differences between the Greek
Cypriot side, which constitutes four-fifths
of the population, and the Turkish Cypriot
side, which amounts to somewhat less than
one-fifth. What are the differences? In the
main, they are differences fostered by im-
perialism. Following the 1958 communal
clashes fomented by the British imperial-
ists, the so-called Zurich agreement was
forced on the people of Cyprus. This agree-
ment and the constitution enacted by it
contained all the elements of a split, making
the constitution unworkable and leading fi-
nally to renewed clashes and bloodshed be-
tween Greek and Turkish Cypriots.

Since 1963 there has been upheaval in
Cyprus and tension has led repeatedly to
bloodshed. The situation has been calm
for some time, but no one can foretell what
the morrow may bring. For two years, from
1965 to 1967, a dialogue was carried on




between Greece and Turkey concerning the
Cyprus problem, but it ended in failure.
Eighteen months ago the talks were re-
sumed between the Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriot sides. Progress has been
registered, but there still are serious dif-
ferences, the most serious being the differ-
ence over local government.

Here, the demands of the Turkish Cyp-
riot leadership jeopardize the unity of the
Cypriot state and create the danger of sep-
aration or partition. Although the Turkish
Cypriot leadership accepts the principle of
a united state, their demands concerning
local government, if accepted, would lead
to simultaneously three governments: a cen-
tral one and two local—one Turkish Cyp-
riot and one Greek Cypriot. The trend
towards separation plays into the hands of
the imperialists and is certainly not in the
best interests of the Cypriots.

The population is intermingled. It is not
like Switzerland, for example, where a cer-
tain part of the country is inhabited only
by German Swiss, another by French Swiss
and a third by Italian Swiss. Separation
either on the basis of cantons or federation
is completely unworkable in Cyprus and
will create a worse situation than that cre-
ated by the Zurich agreement. We must
heal the wounds, not open them. We have
to live in harmony, not in a state of tension
and mistrust. And this we can achieve only
in the framework of a united state.

It is only right to safeguard the demo-
cratic rights and interests of the Turkish
Cypriots. Nobody wishes to rob the Turk-
ish Cypriots of their right to direct their
educational, religious and cultural affairs.
More than this, the Turkish Cypriots will
take part in the government of the state and
in the state apparatus, on a percentage basis
of population. This means democracy, not
violation of the Turkish Cypriots’ rights and
interests.

Therefore, on the question of local gov-
ernment the spirit of a united state must
prevail, meaning one government, one par-
liament, one police force, one judiciary, one
system of administration, be it on a local
or area basis. Where Turkish Cypriots are
in the majority, they will constitute the ma-
jority on the local authority, whereas where
the Greek Cypriots are in the majority, it is
only democratic and fair that they should
constitute the majority on the authority.

These are the differences between the
Greek and Turkish Cypriots, and it is only
through the talks now going on that these
differences can be resolved in the interest
of the Cypriot people as a whole. And there

iIs no doubt that these differences would
either never have appeared or they would
have been resolved long ago had Cyprus
not been plagued by the imperialist pres-
ence and interference.

Apart from the differences between Greek
and Turkish Cypriots there recently broke
out the criminal activity of clandestine ter-
rorist organizations camouflaged as ultra-
patriotic. One of these, -calling itself
“National Front,” has been carrying on il-
legal activity for some time, distributing
threatening leaflets and exploding bombs.
They started with a violent anti-communist
campaign, which culminated in throwing
bombs into AKEL party premises, the prem-
ises of the trade union and other organiza-
tions. Bombs were also thrown outside the
homes of Party cadres. The aim in this anti-
communist drive is two-fold: to split the
Cyprus front of resistance to imperialism
by driving a wedge between the Left and
the nationalists, and to scare people from
joining AKEL, curtailing its influence and
isolating it from the people.

The terrorists then tried to get control
of the mass media by threatening the demo-
cratic journalists working on radio, televi-
sion and nationalist newspapers. The aim
was to undermine the line adopted by the
overwhelming majority of the Cyprus peo-
ple in the 1968 Presidential election, which
called for a unified, independent, sovereign,
democratic, demilitarized Cyprus, with the
democratic rights and interests of the Turk-
ish Cypriot minority fully safeguarded.

The imperialists, and more especially the
U.S. imperialists, are known to be working
behind the scenes for the partition of Cy-
prus. By such partition they hope to rein-
force the Southeastern wing of NATO
which has become unstuck over differences
concerning Cyprus. Since the declaration
of Cyprus independence, the imperialists
have tried to pull it out of the camp of
positive neutrality, and into the imperialist:
camp. They have been unsuccessful, how-:
ever, because our people have a bitter ex-
perience of what imperialism means, and
will not be taken in by imperialist propa-
ganda.

We have given a very general picture of
the situation in Cyprus and the problems
facing its people. Externally and internally,
the worst enemy is imperialism with its
bases and espionage centers functioning on
Cyprus soil. The terrorists who by their
criminal activity work as a fifth column un-
dermining the National Front of Resistance
to imperialism and for full independence,
are in fact accomplices of imperialism.
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What has been the role of the Progressive
Party of the Working People (AKEL) in the
face of these difficulties and dangers? AKEL
opposed the Zurich agreement on the
grounds that it was undemocratic and that
many of its provisions would create ten-
sion and friction between Greek and Turk-
ish Cypriots. But when the agreement was
signed, AKEL worked out a program for
full independence and the economic de-
velopment of Cyprus. That program stress-
ed that as long as the imperialist presence
and dependence persisted in Cyprus, the
struggle of the Cypriot people would re-
main basically anti-imperialist, for national
liberation. In the economic sphere, the pro-
gram provided for an agrarian reform and
the expropriation of the big estates for the
benefit of landless and poor peasants. Also
envisaged was the development of indus-
try, especially the type of industry that
could use the raw materials available local-
ly, and the transfer to the state of all mines
owned by foreign capital.

This broad Party program has become the
rallying point of all working people wishing
to advance along the road of the anti-im-
perialist struggle to full independence and
a happier life. The program declared that
as the character of the struggle remained
basically anti-imperialist, it was absolutely
essential to unite in this struggle all peo-
ple, irrespective of class or ideological dif-
ferences, because everybody has a stake in
imperialism being expelled from Cyprus.
Only a handful of people who have associat-
ed their interests with those of the imperial-
ists, would of necessity remain outside the
struggle.

By this broad strategy and tactics, AKEL
helped strengthen the unity of the people,
preventing the imperialists and their agents
from splitting the people and diverting them
from their main task of combating im-
perialism. Two facts have played a crucial
part in so far frustrating the imperialist
plans of partitioning Cyprus, dividing it be-
tween Greece and Turkey, and totally en-
slaving the Cypriot people to imperialism:
our people’s resolute resistance made pos-
sible by the spirit of unity perseveringly
cultivated and strengthened by the AKEL
party, and the support of the socialist coun-
tries, the Soviet Union above all. The So-
viet Union has given political and diplo-
matic aid to the Cypriot people and their
government, enabling our numerically small
people to withstand imperialist pressure
and blackmail.

As for the criminal activities of the ter-
rorists, President Makarios responded to the
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popular demand and delivered them a heavy
blow, declaring them out-and-out traitors.
The President declared the determination of
his government to apply the most severe

measures against the terrorists. His de-
termination is hailed by all sections of the
population and their organizations. The
President has the support of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Cypriot people in his
efforts to crush the terrorist fifth column.

The main task of our Party following the
Moscow Conference is to maintain and
strengthen still further the anti-imperialist
unity of the people of Cyprus. This unity
is absolutely essential if successful struggle
is to be waged against imperialism. We
need all forces, however wavering or tem-
porary they may be, in the struggle against
imperialism, our implacable enemy.

The AKEL party is fighting against both
Right and “Left” opportunism; these are
equally dangerous. As the great Lenin
taught us, the best revolutionary is not the
one who spouts revolutionary phrases, but
who carries forward the revolution in actual
practice. “Left” and Right opportunists
have what are actually common ends, and
those ends are alien to the cause of anti-
imperialism, to Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian internationalism. In fighting both
Right and “Left” opportunism, AKEL has
its eye on the final goal, socialism. It uses
flexible tactics, which make it possible to
rally masses of people to the anti-imperial-
ist struggle.

It is also important to emphasize that the
anti-imperialist struggle of our people
merges with the whole struggle conducted
by the Arab peoples against Israeli and im-
perialist aggression and aggrandizement. It
is part and parcel of the anti-imperialist
struggle of all peoples in the Mediterranean
and on a world scale.

Cyprus is only a small country and im-
perialism would have completely overrun
it by now if our people had been alone in
their struggle. But on our side stands the
great camp of socialism headed by the So-
viet Union. On our side stands the work-
ing class of the capitalist countries and all
the national liberation movements of the
world. This mighty array of strength makes
it possible for little Cyprus to defy imperial-
ism, because the balance of forces has
changed in the world in favor of the forces
of socialism, national independence, democ-
racy and social advance.

Imperialist propaganda indulges in spec-
ulation about the presence of the Soviet
fleet in the Mediterranean. We, for our




part, regard its presence here from the
standpoint of international revolutionary
solidarity. The presence of the Soviet Fleet
contains the aggressive designs of the im-
perialists with regard to the peoples of the
Mediterranean, battling for freedom and
independence.

The Conference of Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties and its deliberations are of
tremendous importance to the people of
Cyprus as they are to all peoples of the
world. The fraternal support of the world’s
Communists is an inspiration to us, as it is
to all the other peoples fighting for their
national liberation, urging them to fight
even more resolutely for independence and
liberation from every form of imperialist
economic and political domination, the dis-
mantling of military bases and for full sov-
ereignty.

The AKEL Party welcomes the profound
and comprehensive analysis of the inter-
national situation, the tasks at the present
stage in the anti-imperialist struggle and the
problems of united action by the Commu-

nist and Workers’ parties and by all anti-
imperialist forces. A comprehensive study
is being made by all Party members of the
documents adopted at the Conference with
the view to getting the maximum benefit
out of them.

Never before has unity of Communist and
Workers’ parties, and likewise the broadest
anti-imperialist unity, been more essential
if mankind is to be spared the horrors of
a thermonuclear war. Never before has
the Marxist motto, ‘“Workers of all lands,
unite!” contained such deep meaning as it
does today.

It is only fitting that the Conference took
place in the year of the centenary of the
greatest revolutionary of all times, V. L
Lenin. The best tribute Communists and
anti-imperialists can pay to the memory of
Lenin is to respond to the call for unity,
which is also Lenin’s call, and to mobilize
the greatest possible forces to free mankind
from fear, war and want and bring about
on a world scale the most just social sys-
tem, socialism and communism.

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS VISIT FRANCE

World Marxist Review delegation—Chief Editor Zarodov and Editorial Board
members Laborde (Argentina) and Hentges (France)—visited France in September
to acquaint themselves with the municipal work of the Communist Party. The dele-
gation discussed the subject with Jacques Duclos, Political Bureau member, and
Juliette Dubois, CC official. There were visits to Le Havre, Vitry, Noisy-le-Sec, and
the Seine Saint-Denis department, interviews with Communist municipal council-
lors in Paris and with officials of the Epinay-sur-Seine, Stains and Aubervilliers
municipal councils.

The talks furnished proof of the Communist Party's leading role in the mass
movement for advanced democracy and socialism, and of the work done by
Communist councillors. A report on the visit will appear in a forthcoming issue
of the journal.

The delegates also had talks with Political Bureau members Francois Billoux,
Raymond Guyot and Gaston Plissonnier, and Victor Joannes, a member of the
Party Central Committee.
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TOWARDS THE LENIN CENTENARY

Perfect forms of anti-imperialist
struggle in spirit of Leninism

ERWIN SCHARF

The most important result of the Interna-
tional Meeting in Moscow of Communist
and Workers’ parties was its unanimity on
the basic questions of the anti-imperialist
struggle. Communists know that there is
no contradiction between the various forms
of struggle each Party employs in the con-
crete conditions of its country, and the
united action of all Communists against
imperialism. Indeed, a Party can contribute
to the common cause only if it takes these
concrete conditions into consideration.
Lenin emphasized this time and again. For
instance, in his controversy with petty-
bourgeois “Left-doctrinarism,” he pointed
to the need to “grasp that which is nation-
ally specific and nationally distinctive in
the concrete manner in which each coun-
try should tackle a single international
task.” (Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 92.).
Communist principles, he stressed, should
be applied in conformity with the national
features. In a message to the Communists
of Transcaucasia, he urged them “to re-
frain from copying our tactics, but thought-
fully vary them in adaptation to the differ-
ing concrete conditions” (Vol. 32, p. 316).

However, Lenin also emphasized another
aspect, viz., the need for international solid-
arity in face of the danger imperialism of-
fered to socialism and the workers’ move-
ment in each country. Thus, in his Prelimi-
nary Draft Theses on the National and the
Colonial Questions (for the Second Con-
gress of the Communist International), ex-
plaining the need to unite the socialist re-
publics, he wrote: “. . . the Soviet Repub-
lics, surrounded as they are by the im-
perialist powers of the whole world—which
from the military standpoint are immeasur-
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ably stronger—cannot possibly continue to
exist without the closest alliance” (Vol. 31,
p. 147).

No Communist Party has to deal only
with the bourgeoisie of its own country.
In working out its perspective, each Com-
munist Party must take into account the
international alignment of forces and the
danger emanating from world imperialism.

The international conditions for the class
struggle are more favorable now than be-
fore the war. In the 1930’s, for instance,
despite international labor solidarity and
the active support of the Soviet Union, the
people of Spain were unable to repel the
offensive of fascism, imperialism’s most re-
actionary striking force. With the new bal-
ance of forces in the 1960’s, it has proved
possible to defend socialist Cuba against
U.S. imperialism. :

In 1934 Austria was surrounded by Nazi
Germany, Horthy Hungary, monarchist Ju-
goslavia and fascist Italy, and Austrian
fascism was able to crush the democratic
and workers’ movement. Now, after the
war, Austria also has socialist neighbors,
and this has enabled the Communist Party
to chart a perspective of peaceful transi-
tion to socialism,

Speaking at the Moscow Meeting, Com-
rade Gomulka said: “The next turn in the
internationalization of the class struggle
came after the Second World War with the
emergence of the world socialist system in
large areas of Europe and Asia. Though
antagonistic class conflicts in each capital-
ist country continue and are becoming
more acute, the main theatre of the class
struggle has shifted to the world arena, the
arena of struggle between the imperialist




system and the system of socialist states,
the whole international Communist and
anti-imperialist movement. The process of
the class struggle is now completely inter-
national and universal.”

World changes, the achievements of so-
cialism and of the anti-imperialist move-
ment, and sharpening of the class struggle
in the capitalist countries, have impelled
imperialism to perfect its methods. Impe-
rialism has acquired features it did not
have in Lenin’s time. They were clearly
singled out at the Moscow Meeting, which
also, however, stressed the continuing va-
lidity of Lenin’s general appraisal of im-
perialism,

Its Document emphasizes that though
imperialism, as a world system, has not be-
come stronger, it remains a serious and
dangerous enemy, and that the aggressive-
ness of the chief imperialist power, the
USA, is increasing. This aggressiveness is
not everywhere manifested in one and the
same way. Imperialism employs outright
armed intervention in Latin America, Asia
and Africa (and many examples of this
were cited at the Meeting by delegates from
these continents). But it has also learned
to employ more subtle methods against the
socialist countries and the workers’ move-
ment in industrial capitalist countries. Nor
should we overlook the fact that imperial-
ism is making wide use of the achieve-
ments of the technological revolution for
its aggressive purposes.

Comrade Brezhnev said at the Moscow
Meeting: “First and foremost, we cannot
afford to ignore the fact that the imperial-
ism of our day still has a powerful and
highly developed production mechanism.
We cannot afford to ignore the fact that
modern imperialism makes use also of the
possibilities placed before it by the increas-
ing fusion of the monopolies with the state
apparatus.” Miliarism is an intrinsic ele-
ment of the imperialist system, and in our
day it has assumed unparalleled dimen-
sions.

“It is the fault of imperialism,” Comrade
Brezhnev remarked, “that the labor of
many millions of people, the brilliant
achievements of the human intellect, of
the talent of scientists, researchers and en-
gineers, are used not for the benefit of man-
kind, for promoting progress and the re-
making of life on earth, but for barbarous,
reactionary purposes, for the needs of war,
the greatest of calamities for the peoples.”
In the 1960’s alone, the USA and other im-
perialist powers launched armed attacks on

Vietnam, Cuba, Panama, the Dominican
Republic and Arab countries.

Despite its inherent contradictions, im-
perialism, as experience has shown, can
combine to maintain its sphere of domina-
tion. Proof of this is the existence of mili-
tary imperialist blocs, of which the most
powerful, of course, is NATO which gives
the U.S. domination in Europe; key com-
mand posts in NATO are held chiefly by
U.S. generals; the U.S. has more than
200,000 troops in West Germany alone, and
7,000 nuclear warheads in Europe; NATO
forces are deployed over an area stretch-
ing from the northern tip of Norway to the
eastern boundary of Turkey; there are U.S.
military bases in practically every Europ-
ean NATO country. The ideological camou-
flage for this is the claim that the U.S. is
the “leading force of the free world.”

U.S. imperialism is using the system of
military blocs extending to every part of
the world in an attempt to impose its will
on the peoples. And to do so it does not
stop at outright intervention (Vietnam and
the Dominican Republic), or at arming its
clients to do its fighting.

Imperialism’s attempts to consolidate and
extend its rule find expression also in eco-
nomic integration, though here, too, mono-
poly contradictions are more clearly coming
to the surface. The gigantic market created
by the European Economic Community to
further the competitive struggle of the big
monopolies has altered the political climate
in member countries. Within the EEC mo-
nopoly power is exercised in the form of
binding decisions that often violate national
sovereignty and parliamentary autonomy.

EEC Council decisions often disregard the
national interests of member-countries in
economic, foreign-trade and social matters,
and all other problems that come within
the framework of so-called ‘“competitive
equality.”

Imperialism is using more subtle meth-
ods of ideological struggle against the forces
of socialism, peace and progress. Character-
istic in this respect is the fact that the U.S.
secret service, in addition to its military
intelligence operations, is taking on more
and more subversive ideological functions.
It is no secret, of course, that the CIA
plays a prominent part in directing and
financing anti-Communist and anti-Soviet
propaganda, and exerts a strong influence
on capitalist publishing houses, the press
and other mass information media. It also
has a hand in organizing the so-called anti-
festivals as a counter-weight to the demo-
cratic World Youth Festivals. It finances
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numerous youth, cultural and trade-union
organizations, in order to give their activ-
ities a definite ideological orientation. That
leading bodies of the Young Socialist Inter-
- national were receiving CIA money became
known last year and caused a public out-
cry.

In the course of the trial, earlier this
year, of the former Austrian Interior Minis-
ter Olah on charges of misappropriating
trade-union funds, it was revealed that in
1950 he had set up a ‘special project,” the
cover name for a secret armed organization
to combat communism in Austria. The orga-
nization was active in 1956, during the
Hungarian counter-revolution and supplied
arms to the Hungarian reactionaries. This
“special project” was financed by the CIA:
the former “Socialist” Minister of the In-
terior was, it turned out, a CIA agent.

A very topical example of the refined
methods imperialism is using against the
socialist countries is provided by the recent
events in Czechoslovakia. This is what
Comrade Husak told the Moscow Meeting,
referring to the post-January policy of the
Czechoslovak Communist Party. Beginning
with early 1968, he said, *“. . . imperialist
pressure from outside was intensified, not
only in the context of espionage, but above
all along ideological channels. It was aimed
at misleading the people in every way,
weakening their socialist class conscious-
ness and, especially, stirring nationalist sen-
timent and prejudice, coupled with anti-
Sovietism . .. In the past imperialism waged
an offensive directed against socialism,
against the leading role of the Communist
Party, against the ideological principles of
Marxism-Leninism more or less openly. In
contrast, the same offensive in post-January
Czechoslovakia was camouflaged with so-
cialist and, what is more, Marxist and Party
phraseology. Bourgeois political and ideo-
logical centers also addressed themselves
to Communists and Party cadres. Ostensib-
ly analyzing inner-Party problems from
Marxist positions, they interfered openly in
the matter of selecting Party cadres, in
questions pertaining to the formulation of
the Party Rules, in questions concerning
forms of Party work, etc.”

Imperialism has no intention of reconcil-
ing itself to the existence of socialist states,
the changed balance of world forces and
the collapse of the colonial system follow-
ing therefrom. This applies above all to
U.S. imperialism, whose aggressiveness has
found such lurid expression in the armed
intervention in Vietnam.

An aggressive foreign policy goes hand
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in hand with a home policy of savage per-
secution of all peace forces. And yet the
mass movement against the Vietnam war,
for disarmament and peace, is gaining In
momentum, bringing together youth and
students, intellectuals and servicemen, blue-
collar and white-collar workers, Negroes
and whites. Addressing the International
Meeting in Moscow, Gus Hall, General Sec-
retary of the U.S. Communist Party, noted
that last year there were 53,000 desertions
and more than 23,000 draft delinquents.
“The most dynamic and potent expression
of the new wave of struggle, and the pro-
cess of radicalization in the United States,”
he said, “is the rapid growth of organized
rank-and-file movements in the shops and
trade unions.”

The march of events shows that these
new opportunities for cooperation of differ-
ent groups in the battle for peace exist in
other countries too. And we in these united
front movements take into account the
various group interests of our partners.

Cooperation and united action presuppose
a dialogue of all participants. And particu-
larly important in this context is a dialogue
on ideological issues. For frank discussion
of differing positions helps to work out a
common anti-imperialist platform and fos-
ters a feeling of trust in our partners.

One example of this is preparation of
the European Security and Cooperation
Conference which will soon be meeting in
Vienna. Last December and in March this
year representatives of several internation-
al organizations — United Nations Associa-
tions, the International Confederation for
Disarmament and Peace, the World Peace
Council, etc. — met in the Austrian capital,
and notwithstanding divergent viewpoints
representatives of 19 European countries
were able to work out a concrete basis
for continued consultations.

The national liberation movement in
Africa, Asia and Latin America, which has
so powerfully developed since World War
II, is becoming an increasingly important
component of the anti-imperialist struggle,
one to which Communists attach special
importance. The Communists consider it
necessary resolutely to combat both the
survivals of colonialism and imperialism’s
more flexible neo-colonialist tactics not
always grasped by many ex-colonial peo-
ples.

The absence of large-scale industry and
a seasoned working class is one of the fac-
tors that make for ideological disorienta-
tion and help to spread reactionary na-
tionalist and separatist ideas. Imperialism




is exploiting this to keep a number of ex-
colonial nations within its orbit, to instal
Quisling governments and to set up mili-
tary bases on their territory.

The world Communist movement and the
Socialist countries deem it their duty to
form closer contacts with the national lib-
eration movement in the common struggle
against imperialism. The importance of the
Communist parties maintaining close ties
with revolutionary-democratic parties in the
developing countries was emphasized by
L. I. Brezhnev: “These parties and organ-
izations are our fellow fighters in the strug-
gle against imperialism, for social progress.”

Anti-imperialist policy presupposes
agreements and treaties between socialist
and non-socialist states, provided the lat-
ter’s governments do not subscribe to the
hegemonic proclivities and aggressive ac-
tions of the imperialist powers and are pre-
pared to work for a detente and peace.

Any policy of alliances, whether pursued
by the socialist countries or by Communist
parties in capitalist countries, requires, on
the one hand, ideological clarity and prin-
cipled firmness and, on the other, readiness
to compromise, under certain conditions,
on matters of policy. Referring to Engels’
remark that the slogan “no compromise”
was an empty phrase, Lenin wrote: “The
point is through all the compromises which
are necessarily imposed by force of circum-
stances upon even the most revolutionary
party of even the most revolutionary class,
to be able to preserve, strengthen, steel and
develop the revolutionary tactics and organ-
ization, the revolutionary consciousness,
determination and preparedness of the
working class and its organized vanguard,
the Communist Party” (Vol. 30, p. 492).

An effective policy of alliances, defense
against imperialist aggression, solidarity
with countries menaced by imperialism, the
defense of Cuba, the Korean People’s Dem-
ocratic Republic, the GDR, extensive assist-
ance to Vietnam, and the creation of a broad
anti-imperialist front—all these demand co-
hesion and coordinated militant action of
the Communist and Workers’ parties.

Closer unity of all the progressive anti-
imperialist forces necessitates discussion
of the problems of proletarian internation-
alism and of the ways and means of cre-
atively developing Marxism-Leninism. It
also implies opposition to all nationalistic
deviations.

Lenin stressed the link between national
problems and internationalist orientation,
saying it was an internationalist duty to do
“the utmost possible in one country for the

development, support and awakening of
the revolution in all countries” (Vol. 28,
p. 292).

In quoting those words at the Moscow
Meeting, L.I. Brezhnev made the point that
“attempts to ‘strengthen’ the Party’s posi-
tions by weakening, or even breaking off,
its internationalist ties, by rejecting united
action with other contingents of the Com-
munist movement, lead to loss of ideologi-
cal independence from the bourgeoisie and
inevitably injure the political prestige of
the Party concerned.” The interconnec-
tion between proletarian internationalism
and the national interests of the socialist
countries was discussed also by Janos
Kadar, Gustav Husak and representatives
of many other parties.

All the experience of the Communist
movement shows how important it is to
take into account the class character of
such concepts as sovereignty, autonomy
and internationalism.

The International Meeting underscored
the need for unity and coordinated action
of all the Communist forces. There is no
insuperable barrier between the two forms
of struggle: the class struggle, which each
Party is waging in its own country, and
participation in coordinated international
actions by the entire movement. Within
the confines of its own country, each
Party seeks to make use of all aspects and
opportunities for struggle and, by partici-
pating in the mass organizations, puts for-
ward its policy on various issues. It should
do the same on an international scale as
part of the world Communist movement.
The Document adopted at the Moscow
Meeting calls on “all organizations repre-
senting workers, peasants, office employ-
ees, youth, students, intellectuals, women,
on various groups and social strata with
different political, philosophical and re-
ligious convictions and views, on realis-
tically-minded political leaders of the
capitalist countries, on all democratic
parties, national and international progres-
sive public organizations to pool their
efforts with those of the Communist
parties for concerted action in the anti-
imperialist struggle for a relaxation of
tensions and in defense of peace.”

All necessary forms of struggle should
be employed. And here the prerequisite
of success is unity of the Communist
parties as the core of international unity
of all progressive and anti-imperialist
forces.

We are living in a more complex world.
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Imperialism is using all the means at its
command, including the apparatus of sci-
ence, to attain its goals. It is resorting
to more refined and insidious methods.
- The workers’ movement is constantly per-
fecting its forms of struggle in adaptation
to the new conditions, endeavoring to pro-
vide correct answers to the new, vital and
complex questions. In doing so, it relies
on the strength of the socialist countries

and on the experience of all the Com-

munist parties. International conferences
are valuable for purposes of generalizing
that experience. Therein we see the im-
portance of the Moscow Meeting, whose
valuable fund of ideas has still to be drawn
upon to enable the Communist and Work-
ers’ parties more successfully to solve the
problems of the present stage of the anti-
imperialist struggle.

Lenin and the natural sciences

BONIFATI KEDROYV

Lenin closely followed developments in
the natural sciences and related his philo-
sophical interpretation of their achieve-
ments to the militant defense of revolu-
tionary Marxism against attacks from
Mach and other revisionist and non-
materialist philosophical trends. But he
also applied the philosophical conclusions
stemming from new scientific findings to
the enrichment of the doctrine of Marx
and Engels, whereas both the revisionists
and the avowed opponents of Marxism
used these findings to support their argu-

ments.
Lenin’s conclusions have retained their

validity in our day. For, essentially, the
same problems are posed now, in the new
conditions, namely, defense of Marxism-
Leninism against attack and distortion by
its opponents and further development of
Marxist theory by philosophical generali-
zation of the latest data of socio-economic
and scientific-technological progress. And
today as in the early years of the cen-
tury, this calls for constructive answers
to the questions which the revolution in the
natural sciences poses for philosophy.

STAGES IN THE NATURAL SCIENCES
REVOLUTION

At the turn of the century Lenin an-
alyzed the state of the natural sciences
and disclosed the essential features and
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general character of their development.

One such feature was the revolution in
the natural sciences, begun in the mid-
nineties and continuing to our day. The
discovery of the X-ray, the electron, ra-
dioactivity, and the emergence of quantum
physics, the theory of relativity, and other
achievements demolished the old, meta-
physical notion of the atom as the “ulti-
mate,” “indivisible” and absolutely pri-
mary particle of matter; demolished too
was the idea that the chemical elements
were immutable and unchangeable forms
of matter. The atom, it was established,
was a complex structure, was both de-
structible and divisible, that the chemical
elements were mutable. The old concepts
of mechanical mass as the inalterable
property of matter, of space and time
being external to the motion of matter, of
its unchangeable forms, of energy, light
and other phenomena all collapsed. This
was the prelude to a fundamental revision
of the old and the rise of new theories
incompatible with the long-established
views.

Taking Lenin’s analysis of developments
in the realm of physics as our starting
point, we can single out the stages in the
revolution that have virtually transformed
the natural sciences since the beginning
of the century.

The first of these, covering the years
from the end of the last century to the




mid-twenties of this, had as its basic fea-
ture, the electron theory of matter, the
basis for a new, physical (electromag-
netic) picture of the world to replace the
old mechanistic one. Inaugurated by the
discoveries mentioned above, this stage
concluded with Niels Bohr’s atom model,
based on the classical notion of the dis-
crete particle. In the end, attempts by
Bohr and other eminent physicists to re-
solve the contradiction between his model
and reality, overturned the old conception
of the electron as the “classical particle.”
It was established that electrons, like
photons, are dialectically contradictory
formations possessing, at one and the
same time, wave and corpuscle properties.

The second stage relates to the appear-
ance in the mid-twenties of quantum me-
chanics. Together with the earlier formu-
lated theory of relativity it ushered
in a veritable revolution in our under-
standing of matter and its forms of
motion, and of the nature of the laws
governing microprocesses. By this time
the electromagnetic concept of the world,
which had retained the principal features
of the ‘classical concept,” proved obsolete
and gave way to the quantum-mechanical,
relativity concept. Although in Lenin’s
time this new stage had just begun, he was
able to show that the natural sciences
were, in effect, passing through the revo-
lution he had so searchingly analyzed
earlier. In an article, “The Significance of
Militant Materialism” (1922), he traced
the development of the revolution in sci-
ence, examining the successive discoveries,
beginning with radium and ending with
Einstein’s theory of relativity. Lenin, it
might be added, regarded Einstein as one
of the greatest of the natural-science re-
formers.

The third stage, concerned with nuclear
physics, was prepared by the advances
made in the thirties, beginning with the
discovery of the neutron and ending with
the fission of heavy nuclei (uranium, etc.,)
shortly before World War II. This was
the beginning of the era of nuclear energy.
Properly speaking, this stage has yet to be
completed, but even now we can discern
the outlines of the next stage, when
physics will penetrate elementary particles
(the proton, neutron, etc.,) and make other
contributions to our knowledge of nature.

But for the revolution in science fully
to enter this stage, needed are new ideas
in physics, new theories and concepts sig-
nifying a decisive break with the currently
dominant theories, just as in the past the

theory of radioactive disintegration signi-
fied complete abandonment of the indi-
visible-atom concept; just as quantum
mechanics and the relativity theory demol-
ished the classical concepts of the nature
of microparticles, space time and of the
laws of physics.

Shortly before his death, Niels Bohr
urged that the prevailing theories of ele-
mentary particles be discarded. What we
need, he said, was a “mad idea,” one that
would completely upset the current con-
cepts and would therefore appear fan-
tastic, unacceptable to science, “mad” In
terms of common sense.

Lenin had every justification for pre-
dicting that the human mind, which had
discovered so many strange things in
nature, would discover many more, thus
increasing our power over nature. But
these discoveries would merely be in-
creasingly faithful reflections of objective
reality in the human mind. And Lenin’s
foresight is confirmed with each step in
natural science.

LENIN’S FORESIGHT CONFIRMED

In his philosophical writings, Lenin ad-
vanced a number of remarkable ideas con-
cerning the natural sciences, notably
physics. There is, for instance, his widely-
known proposition that the electron is just
as inexhaustible as the atom, and that
nature is infinite. This is of tremendous
methodological importance. For with the
collapse of the indivisible-atom theory—a
theory which held sway for centuries—
there could be two diametrically opposed
ways of solving the problem of the struc-
ture of matter.

One was to endow the electron with the
properties previously attributed to the
atom, namely, immutability, absolute sim-
plicity, “exhaustibility.” In short, the
electron rather than the atom was the
“ultimate” particle of matter, and once we
knew its properties, we knew all about
matter and all about the universe. Earlier
generations of scientists, the argument
ran, had made the mistake of regarding
atoms as the “last bricks” of the universe,
whereas the appellation rightly belonged
to the electron. But that approach was
based on the old line of reasoning, on the
old theory of the discrete form of matter.
And many physicists clung to it after the
discovery of the electron and after con-
clusive evidence that atoms consisted of
electrons.

The second approach was predicated on

World Marxist Review 19




an entirely different theory: discovery of
the electron was proof that the earlier
view of discrete particles was wrong. The
physical discoveries of the late 1890’s and
the early 1900’s had made it perfectly
clear that “ultimate,” absolutely unchange-
able, “exhaustible” particles were un-
known to nature. It was therefore wrong
to apply to the electron the unalterable-
atom theory, overturned by the revolution
in physics; that theory had to be rejected
once and for all. That was Lenin’s method,
the only correct one, the only correct theo-
retical and methodological conclusion to
be drawn from the revolutionary dis-
coveries in physics at that time. Lenin
wrote: “Nature is infinite, just as its
smallest particle (including the electron)
is infinite” (Collected Works, Vol. 14,
p. 312). And yet at that time, and even
many years later, there was no direct evi-
dence to support that view of the electron.
Lenin based his conclusion on a dialectical
analysis of the genera] scientific develop-
ment, and his conclusion was a remarkable
example of scientific foresight.

But not everyone was prepared to ac-
cept it. Some were inclined to regard the
electron as a material point devoid of
inner structure and possessing only re-
stricted and, moreover, exhaustible physi-
cal properties.

The concept of the “exhaustible” elec-
tron was effectively refuted only in the
fifties, when experimental physics pene-
trated the elementary particles. And so,
after half a century, Lenin’s view was
brilliantly confirmed to become the main
line of development in elementary-particle
physics. Of course, set against the con-
ventional ideas of the structure of matter,
these new views, according to which
structural elements are not ready-made,
but arise and disappear within a complex
particle, might appear extravagant, even
outlandish. But it is precisely this “out-
landishness” that so convincingly corrobo-
rates what Lenin wrote about the out-
landish discoveries in the natural sciences.

More recently, some scientists have been
maintaining that philosophy has made no
contribution to our knowledge of nature,
and that Lenin’s works are outdated and
are of no use to the modern researcher.
However, the example cited above should
make it obvious that such allegations are
unfounded—the result either of inadequate
knowledge of the subject or of prejudice
against philosophy.

Needless to say, Lenin could not indicate
the concrete ways and means of solving
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specific physical problems — devising a
model of the atom, for instance — nor was
that his purpose. Not being a physicist he

did not dea] with these matters. But his
principled, methodological approach to the
natural sciences from the standpoint of
materialist dialectics — the subject of this
article — is so solidly and profoundly sub-
stantiated that recent breakthroughs in nu-
clear physics, including the physics of
elementary particles, can be summarized
in Lenin’s own words: the electron is as
infinite as the atom; nature is as infinite
as its smallest particle.

MILESTONES IN THE KNOWLEDGE
OF MATTER

Lenin’s idea about milestones in our
knowledge of nature is bound up with the
idea of the inexhaustibility of the electron.
Indeed, with the discovery of the electron
there came the knowledge of the existence
of discrete forms of matter at varying
stages, or levels, of development and form-
ing the milestones in man’s knowledge of
matter. The electron and atom are two
levels of this kind, one growing out of the
other (the atom out of electrons, or out of
the atom nucleus and electrons as dis-
covered later). In the process of cognition
of matter, the two form milestones at
which a new stage in our knowledge of
matter sets in resulting in a new and
higher level of knowledge. Later, a still
higher level wil]l be attained, to be elevated
again when science probes deeper into
matter. And so the process of cognition
goes on and on, rising from one level of
knowledge to yet another.

Each stage in the advance of science
being a relative truth, adds new grains to
the sum total of absolute truth, for there
is no impassable boundary between relative
and absolute truth. “From the standpoint
of modern materialism, i.e., Marxism, the
limits of approximation of our knowledge
to objective, absolute truth are historically
conditional, but the existence of such truth
is unconditional, and the fact that we are
approaching nearer to it is also uncon-
ditional.” (Vol. 14, p. 136.)

When it is said that “matter disap-
pears,” Lenin wrote, this means that “the
limits within which we have hitherto
known matter disappear and that our
knowledge is penetrating deeper.” (Ibid.,
p. 260.) Elsewhere he wrote: “The ‘es-
sence’ of things, or ‘substance’, is also
relative; it expresses only the degree of
profundity of man’s knowledge of objects;




and while yesterday the profundity of this
knowledge did not go beyond the electron
and ether,* dialectical materialism insists
on the temporary, relative, approximate
character of all these milestones in the
knowledge of nature gained by the pro-
gressing science of man.” (Ibid., p. 262)

The notion of separate discrete forms of
matter interlinked in the same way as each
element of a system is linked with the
system as a whole is based on the idea
that they are milestones in the endless
progress of knowledge. Hence what we
have here is a correlation of the finite
(the particular discrete form of matter—
the electron, the atom) and the infinite
(the whole range of all these discrete
forms). This is how Lenin treats the prob-
lem in his Philosophical Notebooks, in
which he formulates the task bearing on
the correlation of finite and infiinite as
follows: “To be applied to atoms versus
electrons. In general the infiniteness of
matter deep within. . .”” (Vol. 38, p. 112.)

The current concept of levels of the
structural organization of matter is a spe-
cific development of the idea of diverse
stages in the development of universal
matter (Engels) or of diverse milestones
in the unending advance of man’s knowl-
edge of matter (Lenin).

Of special importance is the way in
which science rises from one level to an-
other. It may happen that the methods
of investigating the level already attained
have exhausted themselves, while the new
methods of investigating the higher level
presently being attained have yet to be
worked out. In this transitional phase the
methods used in describing the new phe-
nomena—the essence of which has yet to
be adequately revealed—prove suitable.
Agnostics often seize on such situations to
advance the idea that this essence is lack-
ing altogether or that it is fundamentally
unknowable. To cite an example, formal
thermo-dynamics was used to “refute”
materialism. This was done by Ostwald,
Mach, Duhem and others. Lenin wrote of
Hertz that it would never occur to this
scientist to consider energy from a non-
materialist standpoint. Philosophers found
in energetics a pretext to abandon ma-
terialism for idealism. The naturalist
regards energy as a convenient method of
expressing the laws of material motion at
a time when physicists have, so to speak,
left the atom behind but have not yet
reached the electron.

*The existence of the "'ether'’ mentioned by Lenin could
not be confirmed.—Author’s note.

Thus Lenin evolved a highly interesting
general concept pointing to the various
milestones in the advance of knowledge in
their interrelation and the nature of this
unending advance of knowledge, a concept
of the scientific methods of investigating
physical objects, methods which arise at
various stages in the advance of knowl-
edge from one milestone to another,

THE MATERIAL SUBSTRATUM
OF PROPERTIES

This problem has always featured in in-
organic science, and in recent years it has
caused controversy also in biology; those
who refused to recognize the material sub-
stratum of heredity often used arguments
alien to science. Lenin answered this
question in principle long before the dis-
cussion to which it gave rise. We may
have, he pointed out, insentient matter
and, on the other hand, sentient matter
composed, however, of the same atoms
(and electrons) as the former.

It follows that the same particles of mat-
ter, combining among themselves in dif-
ferent ways (for only this can in the
particular case constitute the distinction
between the two forms of matter—sentient
and insentient), account for the presence
of a definite property (capacity) of matter
in one instance and for its absence in the
other.

According to Lenin, different combina-
tions of the same atoms can give rise to
properties of living matter that are lacking
in other combinations of the same atoms.
Lenin was aware, of course, that this prob-
lem had yet to be solved in its concrete
form through experimental research, but
the important thing is that he posed the
problem from the standpoint of principle:
we must establish the correlation of matter
possessing a given property or capacity,
and matter lacking it, that is, when either
form of matter is made up of the same
atoms or electrons. (See Vol. 14, p. 46.)
Thus Lenin indicated the correct method of
investigating this problem in general, mean-
ing also the problem of heredity. This me-
thod has been used by both physiology and
biology, including molecular biology, espe-
cially over the past ten or fifteen years.

THE CRISIS IN NATURAL SCIENCES
AND ITS ELIMINATION

At the turn of the century philosophical
reaction tried to profit from the advance
in science and from the revolutionary re-
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shaping of its concepts with the dis-
coveries in physics. When the old meta-
physical and mechanistic notions of matter
and its particles, of its properties and
motion, of the kinds of regularities in na-
ture, began to collapse, the idealists con-
tended that materialism was collapsing
along with metaphysics and mechanicism,
and that materialism was a failure. The
alleged failure of materialism was ‘“dem-
onstrated” by referring to the discoveries
in physics, which were supposed to prove
that “matter disappears,” that there exists
“pure,” or non-material motion unrelated
to any material substratum, and so on.

Reactionary attempts to force material-
ism out of science and replace it by ideal-
ism and agnosticism created a trying
situation. They gave rise to methodologi-
cal difficulties and to contradictions in
physics. Relativist changes in mass were
interpreted as the disappearance of mass
and, with it, the disappearance of matter.
The release of what seemed to be unlimit-
ed quantities of energy in the process of
radioactive decay was regarded as the
generation of energy out of nothing. The
presence of electrons in the structure of
the atom was seen as proof that matter
is restricted to electricity. It was hard to
build correct physics theories on this false
methodological basis, to put forward fruit-
ful hypotheses or theoretically elaborate
new physics. As usual, idealism was be-
coming an obstacle to the search for the
right method of approaching, let alone
solving, the problems — both the purely
philosophical and the general theoretical
ones.

Lenin described the difficulties which
had set in in physics and on which idealist
philosophy speculated as a crisis of
physics. He saw the essence of this crisis
in the combination of two diametrically
opposed facts: first, the revolutionary
break-up of old laws and fundamental
principles, which was an expression of the
rapid advance in science, and second, the
use of this break-up by the idealists and
agnostics to combat materialism. This was
by no means a failure of science itself,
nor a halt in its advance. Indeed, idealism
exploited the achievements of science, its
vital revolutionary discoveries. The crisis
was, therefore, a manifestation of the rap-
id advance of science: new, often rather
extravagant notions and discoveries seem-
ed a