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CREATIVE APPROACH TO NEW TASKS
OF COMMUNIST CONSTRUCTION

SPEECH BY L. I. BREZHNEV

Dear comrades!

I would like, with all my heart, to thank the working people of
the Bauman and Sokolniki districts for nominating me candidate to
the Supreme Soviet. I highly appreciate the honor bestowed on me
and will spare no effort to justify your trust that commits me to
quite a lot.

The election campaign and the elections proper are an important
event. As they prepare for the elections the citizens of our coun-
try, so to speak, sum up the results of the work of the Soviets, gene-
ralize the best experience, and concentrate on the vital problems of
communist construction.

Meeting with you, I, as other leaders of the Party and Govern-
ment, consider it my duty first of all to inform you, and all voters
in the country, how commitments are being fulfilled, commitments
made on the eve of the previous elections to the Supreme Soviet.

L

The last elections took place, as you know, in June 1966, shortly
after the 23rd CPSU Congress. Actually the Congress decisions
were the platform with which the Party came to the elections.
Therefore, the attention of the USSR Supreme Soviet and the Soviet
Government was focussed on the major problems of our society’s
life and development, on the problems raised by the Congress. The
foremost among these were the problems of the development of the
national economy. This is a most important area of social life, and
I would like to begin with it.

The pre-election Address of the Party Central Committee to the
Soviet people mentioned the major indicators of our growth in these
four years. Though the Five-Year Plan is not yet over and very
much will depend on how we work in the remaining six months,
it is already clear that the Directives of the 23rd Party Congress
are on the whole being fulfilled successfully. The produced national
income of the country will increase from 193,500 million roubles in
1965, to almost 275,000 million roubles in 1970, i.e., by 42 per cent.

*Pravda, June 13, 1970.
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The absolute expression of the growth this year, as compared to
1965, will amount to the immense sum of over 80,000 million rou-
bles. And that is as much as the country’s entire national income
in 1954.

Industrial output in the five-year plan period will grow even more
—by about 50 per cent. Gross industrial output in 1970 will reach
366,000 million roubles. And the increment will be almost as much
as the entire industrial output of the country in the first two five-
year plan periods put together,

Despite unfavorable weather and frequent natural disasters, we
also managed to make certain headway in developing agriculture.
On an average we have been producing annually 32 million tons
more grain than in 1961-1965. As compared with the previous five-
year plan period, we have put out more meat, milk, eggs and other
products. There has been a greater yield of the basic agricultural
<Irops.

The successes in economic development have had a favorable
effect on the life and living standards of the Soviet people, and
have helped to solve some serious social problems. Beginning with
1968, the minimum wage has increased to 60 roubles. There have
been improvements in the provision of pensions. From now on
agricultural workers get guaranteed cash pay. Wages have been
raised for those working in the extreme north and in localities of
the same status. On the whole, the real per capita incomes of the
population will increase in the five-year plan period by 33 per cent.
And that is more than was planned.

As a result of the growth of agricultural production and of an
increase in real incomes, Soviet people eat better. The sales of
butter to the population in the five-year plan period have increased
by 27 per cent, sugar by 20 per cent. Per capita meat consumption
has increased by 6 kg., as compared with 1965. At the same time
bread consumptmn has fallen by 6 kg. This also is testimony of
positive changes in the structure of nutrition. All these are import-
ant achievements.

Housing construction is continuing in good tempo: by the end
of the five-year plan period we shall have commissioned over 500
million sq.m. of living space. That is a big figure—annually some
11 million Soviet people celebrate housewarming parties!

Much has been done in these years to develop the health services.
The contingent of Soviet doctors responsible for the people’s
health has increased by 120,000, and the number of hospital beds
by 448,000.

Public education has also been successfully developing. The num-
ber of school-goers in our country next school year will total 50
million: Secondary education has indeed become accessible to
everyone, Parents in our country don’t have to worry about
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whether or not their children will get a chance to study and acquire
a vocation necessary to society. Higher education in the USSR is
also developing from year to year. In five years the number of
students in the country will rise by 812,000.

I cannot but say a good word about the achievements of Soviet
science, which today in many ways decides the successful develop-
ment of our society and especially of our socialist economy. In the
five-year plan period the number of researchers in the USSR will
increase by 275,000, and allocations for science will grow 1.6-fold.

In a word, comrades, we have every reason positively to assess
the results of the last four years and may well say that the Party’s
election platform for the last elections has been implemented.

The successes scored result from the work of Soviet people, their
extensive, strenuous and often selfless work. Workers, engineers,
office workers, collective farmers, scientists, millions upon millions
of Soviet working people accepted the platform of the Party at the
last elections as their vital cause. And it is this that enabled the
country to take another large step towards communism. Glory to
the Soviet working class, farmers and intellectuals! Their work
turns plans into great feats, makes our country richer and more
powerful!

I would like to mention the growing contribution which is being
made to the cause of communist construction by our glorious
Soviet youth. The latest Congress of the Leninist YCL has con-
vincingly shown that we have reared some fine successors. One
can say with confidence that our youth preserves with honor and
augments the best traditions of the elder generations, that it is
loyal to its people, the Party and the cause of communism.

A model of a conscious and truly enthusiastic attitude to their
work is being offered by the working people of Moscow. They have
initiated many wonderful things that have become extremely
popular all over the country. Taking part in the socialist emulation
movement for a worthy celebration of the Lenin jubilee, the
collectives of many Moscow industrial enterprises had already by
April fulfilled the five-year plan target on growth of labor produc-
tivity. Allow me to congratulate the Muscovites with this major
success, this victory! The Moscow Party organization and all
working people of the capital have done a good job and have
worthily fulfilled the pledges they had made.

I take special pleasure in noting that the working people of the
Bauman and Sokolniki districts were in these years a number of
times among the best participants of the socialist emulation
movement.

I wholeheartedly congratulate you, dear comrades, on these
labor successes!

Speaking before Muscovites, I would like to say that in the
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future, too, due care will be shown to the further flourishing of
our country’s capital. Plans are being worked out for further im-
provements in the city, for building the Metro and developing other
types of transport, the trading network, everything that is necessary
for the work and leisure of the Muscovites. However, it lies with
the Moscow Party and Soviet organizations, with all the working
people of the city, with you, comrades, to see that the money al-
located for these purposes is used economically and with maximum
effect. I am sure that Muscovites will cope with the job.

Moscow is dear not only to Muscovites: it is the home city of
all Soviet people. It is a city not only with a great historical past,
it is a city with a great future. And it is essential for the capital of
the Soviet Union, the first state of workers and peasants, to offer
with its vigorous development, models of skillful solution of com-
plicated town building problems of our times, so that it should be
a model socialist city.

As we assess today everything that has been done in four years,
we see that the road covered cannot be expressed merely in
quantitative indicators. Apparently, equally important is that in
these years we have ourselves learned a lot. What I mean is the
work done by the Party in the field of the economic reform, and,
taking a broader view, also in the field of improvement of all our
economic policies and bringing them into conformity with the pres-
ent stage of development of the Soviet national economy.

This has helped us to clearly define not only the main tasks—of
improving the efficiency of the national economy, its intensification,
substantial boosting of the growth of labor productivity—but also
to find sound methods, ways and means that will help to solve these
problems. All these issues have been in the focus of attention of
the CPSU Central Committee Plenary Meetings; they were the
subject of extensive debates also at the USSR Supreme Soviet
sessions.

There is no need to mention the importance of scientific and
technical progress in the current conditions. I would only like to
stress that our country is fully able to attain the most advanced
positions in all basic fields of the scientific and technological
revolution now under way in the world. And we must make good
these opportunities. The Party considers this to be one of the main
sources of further economic development of our country.

There is an immense reserve of acceleration of economic develop-
ment also in the improved planning, in better management of
production and organization of labor. The December (1969)
CPSU Central Committee Plenary Meeting made this a key task.
On the fronts of development of the communist economy, com-
rades, the science of winning is actually the science of management!
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Therefore, a study of the science of management and if need be of
learning anew is the paramount duty of our cadres,

It is also clear from the aforesaid that the solution of numerous
economic problems should now be sought at the juncture of scien-
tific and technological progress and progress in management.

The Party has been devoting a good deal of attention in the years
past to the development of agriculture. I have already mentioned
that quite a few practical results have been registered in this area;
never before did we produce so much grain and other agricultural
produce, as we do now. Yet, for a more comprehensive and conse-
quently a sounder evaluation of the state of affairs in agriculture,
we need to proceed not only from the way it has developed as com-
pared to the past, but mainly from the extent to which this agri-
cultural growth helps to meet the present requirements of the popu-
lation in foodstuffs, and industry’s requirements in raw materials.
We have a big population which will continue to grow and we
should take care to provide it with everything necessary for a
healthy and eventful life.

Viewed thus we have to admit that not everything by far has
been done. And here too, comrades, there is no easy way. After
we have solved some urgent problems connected with boosting the
material incentive of farmers and improving the organization of
production on collective farms and state farms, it has become even
more obvious that a further sharp upsurge in agriculture depends
on the establishment of a material-technical base that will conform
to modern requirements. This is the core of the matter now.

And concretely this means sharply increasing supplies for agri-
culture of powerful, modern and conveniently operated tractors,
combines, automobiles and other machines and mechanisms. It
means consistently and firmly fulfilling the land reclamation pro-
gram. It means a sharp increase in construction work in the coun-
tryside. It means, finally, transferring the production of fodder to
a modern industrial foundation, and creating a powerful industry
for processing agricultural produce.

These are not new problems. And we cannot say that we have
not been tackling them. And in principle they obviously will be
solved. The question is when. The period of establishing a modern
material-technical base of agriculture can be stretched to 25 years.
It can also be substantially reduced. We are for the latter course.
And proceeding from this we have already in the current five-year
plan period allocated for agriculture far greater investments than
before. Nevertheless, in the next five-year plan period the volume
of investments in agriculture is planned to rise still more. We intend
firmly to adhere to this course, comrades.

The establishment of a modern material-technical base for agri-
culture is an immense problem in both scope and importance. To
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solve it we will need the efforts of all our Party organizations, all
the Ministries and departments, not to mention those that are di-
rectly connected with agricultural production. Only in this way can
this problem be resolved. And we shall certainly solve it.

Comrades, as it carefully analyzes the current economic activi-
ties, the Party endeavors to detect in good time the unsolved prob-
lems and to focus on them the attention of Communists, execu-
tives, all working people. Our society is developing at rapid rates.
And we are tackling the scientific-technological and production
problems with undeviating concern for the steady growth of the
welfare of the people. This is what makes us basically different
from capitalist society. Herein also lies the distinguishing feature
of the problems which we are solving. Naturally, in our progress we
often come up against complicated problems. This is a normal
process, just as are our efforts to detect shortcomings and mistakes
ourselves, to speak of them frankly in order to correct them.
Criticism and self-criticism are a law of development of our society.

We know, of course, that the enemies of the Soviet Union, the
enemies of the CPSU, are trying to use our self-criticism to slander
the socialist system. Such was the case 50 years ago. The same is
happening today when, for instance, the bourgeois press periodically
splashes its pages with sensational headlines about some kind of
economic “crisis” in the Soviet Union. There’s nothing new in these
statements, The ideologists and politicians of imperialism have
many times invented all sorts of “crises” of the Soviet system. Yet,
our country became stronger and stronger. And the fact that the
enemies are trying to use our self-criticism for their own ends
cannot weaken our determination to eliminate in our path every-
thing that impedes our progress.

The Party remembers Lenin’s instructions that it does not befit
Communists to fear serious and businesslike criticism and self-
criticism on the grounds that the enemy may take advantage of it.
“Anyone who is afraid of this is no revolutionary,” said Lenin.
And we, comrades, were and remain revolutionaries.

The Party is aware of the achievements and shortcomings, of
the potentialities and the things to be done. Objectively, taking into
account all the pros and cons, it may be definitely said that the
people, the Party and the state are on the correct, on Lenin’s, road.
The chief result of the country’s development in the last four years
has been that the general line of economic development worked out
by the Party is successfully passing the practical test and is yielding
positive results.

The 24th CPSU Congress will be held this year. The Congress will
endorse the basic trends and indices of the new Five-Year Plan.
Work on the Plan continues and it would be premature to speak of
concrete figures and targets, but I can assure the electors that a
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further important industrial growth is envisaged primarily of those
branches that produce the means of production, ensure power gen-
eration for the economy, and determine scientific and technological
progress. Much attention will be paid to improving planning and
management of the national economy, and making fuller use of
economic levers. I have already spoken about the basic targets for
agriculture.

The main aim of all our plans is to further improve the life of
the people, to develop socialist society in every way. We proceed
from this premise in drawing up the new Five-Year Plan. Every-
thing we achieve as a result of its fulfilment will be directed to-
wards the advancement of our Motherland, so that Soviet people
may eat and dress better, so as to improve their living conditions,
the health services and public education. Measures are also being
discussed to improve the living conditions of large families and to
raise the earnings of some categories of workers.

Referring to the plan for the next five years I would like to
stress, comrades, the utmost importance of the successful com-
pletion of the last year of the current Five-Year Plan. A great deal
will depend upon how we work this year, that is, how we fulfil
and overfulfil the production targets in quantity and quality and,
first and foremost, in accumulating reserves for solving the tasks
of next year, and to a certain extent the tasks of the new Five-Year
Plan. The CPSU Central Committee and the Government attach
very great significance to the fulfilment of the targets in the cur-
rent year and hold that it is essential to exert the utmost effort for
the pre-schedule fulfilment of the Five-Year Plan as a whole.

Solution of the tasks facing us will most certainly require stren-
uous effort, much work on the part of all Soviet people, the re-
vealing of all potentialities and putting all reserves into play which,
it must be said, are not always properly used as yet. Much will
also depend upon the work of the production organizers and execu-
tives at all levels, from top to bottom. The present stage of eco-
nomic development makes ever greater demands upon us.

At its December Plenary Meeting last year the CPSU Central
Committee paid special attention to the style of work with cadres
in the Party. We said that trust and a respectful attitude enable
workers to acquire the essential feeling of confidence and open up
vistas for initiative, a bold and creative approach to questions. Such
a style of work helps us solve the most complex problems—this has
now been proved in practice. And we do not intend to change it,
to return to methods of administration that have been vigorously
condemned by the Party.

At the same time Lenin’s style of work is inseparable from great
exactingness, business-like control and criticism of shortcomings.
This criticism presupposes repect for the individual, the dignity of
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the worker and his services, but on no account at the expense of
lowering requirements. We would not want our style and attitude
to cadres to be understood as a sort of indulgence to poor workers.
And if an executive does not draw the proper conclusions from the
criticism he has no right to expect that people will continue to
respect him.

The December Plenary Meeting has equipped our economic bod-
ies and cadres with a clear understanding of the tasks facing them,
and mapped out ways for their accomplishment. Fulfilment of
these decisions becomes the criterion by which the Party and the
people will judge the activities of economic ministries and depart-
ments, ministers and heads of enterprises, all those directly en-
trusted with guiding various sections of the economy.

Every organization and department, every enterprise and insti-
tution must accurately fulfil its duties and be fully responsible
for the tasks that have been entrusted to it and determined by the
state targets and directives of the Party. Each organization within
its competence is fully able and is duty bound to display initiative
without trying to shift onto others what it should itself do. The
Party organizations are called upon to exercise control and to help
executives work in keeping with present demands.

Comrades, the development of socialist society is a complex
process which encompasses not only the economy, but all spheres of
social life. The task of the leadership of such a society apparently
consists in revealing to the utmost the potentialities it possesses for
harmonious and even development. Where is the key to the solution
of this task? The key lies in the correct functioning of the political
system of society, and, primarily, the many-sided scientifically sub-
stantiated activities of the Communist Party on its rich practical
experience.

The Party regards the development of socialist democracy as an
indispensable condition for the successful advancement to com-
munism. It is precisely this principle that underlies the practical
measures of the Party and the Government in perfecting the state
machinery, and the entire system of organs of power and admin-
istration,

In this connection I shall deal with questions of law and order.
We all are well aware how important is clearly drawn up legis-
lation for the proper development of the social organism. In a
generalized and concentrated form Soviet laws express the will of
the people, the main trends of Party and state policy and ensure
the advancement of society along the given course.

It should be stressed that in our country legislative work is per-
meated with profound democratism. Broad circles of specialists,
scientists, as well as the Soviet public, take part in drafting laws.
The most important laws are brought up for nationwide discussion.
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All this guarantees that Soviet laws really express the requirements
of society and serve the interests of the working people.

In years past the Supreme Soviet has drafted and adopted laws
that regulate important aspects of social relations and actually
affect the interests of all Soviet people. I wish to remind you that
these are laws pertaining to health protection, consolidation of the
family, land tenure, struggle against crime. Work on improving
Soviet legislation must continue so that it does not lag behind life,
that our laws, while remaining firm and stable, correctly reflect the
processes taking place in society.

We know, however, that it is not enough to elaborate a good
law, not enough to adopt it. A law exists and operates only when
it is observed. It is obligatory for all, it must be observed by all
without exception, irrespective of post and rank. Socialist legality
and law and order are the basis of the normal life of society and
its citizens. This would seem elementary. And if we have to speak
of this, it is only because there are, unfortunately, some people who
have not developed such an essential quality as conscientious and
strict observance of Soviet laws, the rules of socialist society. The
Party cannot and will not tolerate such a state of affairs.

It is generally known, comrades, how V. I, Lenin regarded the
issue. Lenin considered that as long as a law was in action no one
had the right to disregard it. Some people in our country lack this
Leninist approach to the observance of laws. Soviet law protects
socialist property, the interests of society and the state, and the
rights of citizens. And any violation of laws, no matter for what
reason, is very damaging to society, its citizens and our common
cause.

That is why it is essential to greatly propagate Soviet laws,
raise their authority, educate everybody in the spirit of respect
for the law. That is why it is also essential that the Party and
Government bodies pay great attention to the links of our appara-
tus called upon to directly control the observance of laws, to cut
short infringements of the law. Every Soviet citizen must be fully
confident that his life and health, his property, his rights, his dig-
nity and peace are reliably protected by the state.

Thus, the strengthening of legality, of socialist law and order, is
a task for the entire state, for the entire Party. And here the role
of the deputies is especially important. The people’s representatives
in the organs of state power, Lenin stressed, “have to work, have
to execute their own laws, have themselves to test the results
achieved in reality and to account directly to their constituents.”

That was how Lenin posed the problem. That is how it is being
posed now by the Party.

The second point I would like to talk about today is the work
of the Soviets. Implementing what has been outlined in the Pro-
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gram of the CPSU and in the decisions of the 23rd Party Congress,
we have succeeded in invigorating the Soviets both nationally and
locally. Their role in the life of the country has been enhanced.

The solution of the tasks confronting us obliges all deputies, all
Soviets, to pay special attention to improving the democratic prin-
ciples of their activity, reporting back to the electorate, publicity,
drawing the masses of working people into direct participation in
running public affairs, criticism of shortcomings in the work of one
or another department or official, and combating red tape. These
tasks, naturally, stand not only for the Soviets, but also for the
Party organizations, since everything connected with the Soviets,
with Soviet power, has been and remains the concern of the entire
Party.

The Soviet is the highest body of state authority in its territory,
the master of the city or community and it has to be an efficient,
thrifty master. Its duty is to think of and to take care of everything,
to do everything in a way that enables people to live, work and
rest better. And, if the Soviet displays the necessary initiative and
businesslike enterprise, the constituents appreciate this. It is a
question naturally of healthy, sensible initiative and not the kind
where parochialism is manifested to the detriment of the interests
of the entire state. This apology for “initiative” is something which
we can do without.

In other words, it is important to achieve a state of affairs where
all Soviets will utilize in full all the rights granted them, will act
boldly, independently and with initiative and not wait for directives
and instructions from “above.”

While giving due to the work of the Soviets and worthily assess-
ing it, it is also necessary for us to see the flaws in their work. At-
tention was justly drawn to these shortcomings by the constituents
who spoke at the rallies of collectives of working people and at
the election area conferences. It is important to carefully generalize
and analyze all the critical remarks, bring them to the attention
of the appropriate bodies, and demand that they adopt the necessary
measures.

And, lastly, there is one other question about the deputies. A
deputy is an authorized representative of the working people in
the organs of state power, He is their trusted person. He should be
reckoned with and his voice should be heeded. His interpellations
should be answered by all officials and government departments.

Such are his constitutional powers. Two concepts—rights and
duties—are linked in the word, powers. This, comrades, is both a
great honor and a great responsibility. They are inseparably bound
together. A deputy not only has the right, but is obliged to work
for the implementation of the constituents’ mandates, to be tactful
and attentive towards the people, to tell them how matters are
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progressing and what difficulties arise and how they are being
surmounted.

No matter what post our Soviet deputy occupies he deems it
his duty in all his activities to be guided by the policy of the
Party, to work for the realization of its program and to firmly up-
hold its positions. He is well aware that this was primarily what
the constituents expected of him when voting for his nomination.
The policy of the Party expresses the fundamental and vital inter-
ests of the people, and for a deputy nothing is or can be higher
than these interests.

The life and requirements of society prompt the need for an
assessment of the work of the Soviets, like all other organizations,
on the basis of much higher criteria, from the positions of today,
and not of yesterday. The Party and its Central Committee will
continue to show constant concern so that the role and significance
of the Soviets are enhanced still more, for each deputy always to
maintain the level of those great requirements imposed on him by
our Soviet system, by our times.

IL

Comrades, in the last four years the CPSU Central Committee
and the Soviet Government have devoted great attention to inter-
national affairs. Twice in this period, questions of Soviet foreign
policy were discussed at sessions of the Supreme Soviet.

And now, too, we are reporting to the electorate on the Soviet
state’s foreign policy course. By what indices is it possible to judge
its results? What is decisive for us, Communists-Leninists, is the
ability to stand up for the interests of our friends and allies, for
the interests of socialism and peace. An important index of the
success of foreign policy is the state’s prestige and the degree of
its impact on the course of international developments. This means
trust in its word in world affairs. We have every right to declare
that in all these indices the Communist Party and the Soviet Gov-
ernment have worthily represented their people on the world
scene.

The 23rd CPSU Congress entrusted the Central Committee and
the Soviet Government to continue securing favorable external
conditions for the construction of communism in the USSR. For us
this meant, above all, to prevent a world war and to work for
stronger international security, to solidify the unity of the forces
of socialism, democracy, national liberation and peace.

The fight for these aims proceeded in a complicated situation.
Imperialism has repeatedly tried to go over to a counter-offensive.
However, thanks to the might of our state, to its active and firm
foreign policy, thanks to the soundness of our alliance with the
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fraternal socialist countries, and the actions of the broadest demo-
cratic forces throughout the world, imperialism has been unable
to turn the course of events in its favor. The forces of socialism
and revolution, national independence and social progress have
scored new successes in recent years.

The Soviet people are well informed of the international activities
of the Communist Party and the Soviet Government. Permit me
briefly to report to you what exactly was done in carrying out the
line of the 23rd Congress in this field.

Together with the Parties and governments of the fraternal states,
we consistently worked for unity and cohesion of the world social-
ist system. The overall result of these efforts is obvious to everyone.

The socialist community at present represents such an associa-
tion of states, with which no other alliance, no other coalition
either past or present, can compare in soundness. In this connec-
tion, I would like to note the great concern for the improvement
of allied relations with the socialist states. New Treaties of Friend-
ship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance have been concluded with
the fraternal German Democratic Republic, Poland, Mongolia, Hun-
gary, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia. A Soviet Party and Govern-
ment delegation will leave for Bucharest early in July for the sign-
ing of a corresponding treaty with Rumania. In conjunction with
the Warsaw Treaty, which will continue to be strengthened and
improved, these bilateral treaties constitute an extensive and whole
system of mutual commitments of the socialist countries to one
another and to the socialist community as a common asset. We
would not advise anyone to test the resilience of these commit-
ments, which are cemented with genuine friendship and interna-
tionalism.

However, it should be said that serious difficulties still lie in
the way towards cohesion of the socialist countries. The past period
has witnessed an aggravation of relations with China. The reason
lies in the great-power, splitting course of the Chinese leadership.
Our principled stand on the question of relations with the People’s
Republic of China is well known, and there is no need for re-
peating it. We took steps to relieve the tension on the border. On
our initiative, negotiations began last autumn which were designed
to help normalize relations between our states. It is not our fault
that these talks are dragging on. At the same time, the Chinese
leadership continue their ideological and political battle against
the Soviet social system, against the Leninist line of our Party. We
have resolutely rebuffed and will go on resolutely rebuffing any
such attacks. We shall consistently and firmly uphold the principles
of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism. As regards
inter-state relations, we, as before, stand for their earliest normal-
ization on the broadest basis. This accords with the interests of
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both the Soviet and Chinese peoples, the interests of the common
struggle of all the revolutionary and democratic forces against im-
perialism,

Serious problems had to be solved by the Central Committee and
the Soviet Government in connection with the stepped-up aggres-
sive policy of imperialism in some parts of the world.

Precisely in that period the American imperialists tried, by means
of “escalation of the war,” to force the Vietnamese people to their
knees. The result is known. The main country of imperialism re-
ceived an “escalation of defeats” in reply. Herein lies the history-
making service of the fraternal Vietnamese people, who, in their
struggle, are leaning upon the solidarity of all progressive forces.
And we, with satisfaction, can add that our aid and support, our
internationalism, our principled policy also played a tremendous
role in such a turn of events.

A month and a half ago the ruling circles of the United States
launched a fresh venture in Southeast Asia, but it can be said in
all confidence that by extending the war in that area, the Washing-
ton leaders are only extending the scale of their own future set-
backs, both on the military and political fronts, in Indochina proper
and beyond its confines, and also in their own country.

Our line in relation to the problems of Indochina is clear: we
strongly condemn American aggression. We fully support the just
principles and demands set forth by the patriotic forces of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos, as the basis for a political settlement. We shall
continue rendering all the required aid to those who are fighting
for their freedom and independence.

As you know, three years ago a new seat of international tension
sprang up in the Middle East.

The firm posture of the Soviet Union and other socialist states
played a decisive part in that the aggression of Israel in June 1967
was halted. A good deal has been done in the course of joint effort
to eliminate its aftermath. The defense capacity of the Arab states,
which had been subjected to attack, has been restored. The ties
between the Soviet Union and the Arab world have expanded sub-
stantially and have grown much stronger.

However, it should be said that the atmosphere still remains
dangerous in the Middle East. Playing with the destiny of their own
country, the Israeli aggressors seek to achieve their predatory aims
by stepping up-military operations and carrying out savage air raids
on civilian targets and inhabited points of neighboring states. It
is high time for the Tel Aviv rulers and those encouraging them to
realize that these are no longer the times when it was possible to
gain something with such actions. The road to a settlement in the
Middle East has long been opened by the well-known UN Security
Council resolution. And the decisive prerequisite for this settle-
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ment, whi¢h accords with the interests of all the states of the given
area, with the interests of universal peace, is freeing the seized
Arab territories. Loyal to its internationalist duty, the Soviet Union
will continue supporting the righteous cause of the Arab nations.

All these years we have consistently pursued the line of develop-
ment of relations of alliance and fraternity with the national-libera-
tion movement. The struggle for the anti-imperialist unity of the
socialist states and the young national states is a new matter, but
it has already yielded important results, and is of tremendous
significance for the social progress of peoples, for the strengthening
of the anti-imperialist movement as a whole. The development of
cooperation and unity of action with the forces of the national-
liberation movement will continue to be one of the cornerstones
of our foreign policy.

Comrades, the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Soviet
Government are consistently promoting a policy of peaceful co-
existence of states with different social systems. This is our firm
line. It was bequeathed to us by the founder of our state. But let
nobody confuse our perseverance and consistency in this matter
with pacifism, with “non-resistance to evil,” to that evil which
the imperialist aggressors inflict on the peoples.

International security cannot be gained at the expense of the
freedom and independence of nations. The cause of peace cannot
be consolidated if it is not made secure through vigorous actions
of all the anti-imperialist forces. Genuine peaceableness in our
time presupposes resolute opposition to the aggressive claims of
imperialism. When the aggressor raises his sword against the prin-
ciple of peaceful coexistence, a people subjected to aggression is
entitled to take up arms in defense of its freedom, while other
peoples are entitled to render it help by all necessary means. That
is why peaceableness and a readiness to properly rebuff aggression
are fused into one in our policy.

It is precisely from this angle that one should view our activity
in world affairs, including our relations with the United States of
America, the biggest power of the capitalist world.

The differences between the USSR and the USA are really deep.
They reflect the struggle between opposing class systems on the
world scene. But that does not rule out a settlement of international
issues by peaceful means. Precisely for this reason, we believe it
necessary to work for such a development of Soviet-American re-
lations that would facilitate the cause of peace and international
security. All the more so since in the United States, too, there are
forces that uphold such a stand and advocate a realistic approach
to international affairs.

As far as Washington’s policy is concerned, the Soviet Govern-
ment favorably received the U.S. President’s statement of his
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desire to pass over from “the era of confrontations to the era of
negotiations.” We know, however, that the only way to avoid
mistakes in politics is to trust in deeds, not words. And we cannot
fail to see that the peaceable statements of the new U.S. Adminis-
tration are contrary to its aggressive actions, which aggravate the
international situation.

I would like to stress once more in this connection that in our
time only shortsighted politicians can harbor hopes that the Soviet
Union can be frightened by any kind of demonstration of strength.
Washington should have no doubt of our firmness, it should know
that henceforth too the USSR will give a decisive rebuff to the
intrigues of the aggressive circles and render the utmost support to
the peoples subjected to an attack.

Is there any way of improving our relations with the USA?

There is, and we have stated that more than once. But such a
turn requires that U.S. policy be based on sober consideration of
the real state of affairs in the world, that Washington should fully
take into consideration both the legitimate interests of our state—
the Soviet Union, as also the interests of our allies, and the
sovereignty and independence of all states in the world, big and
small. In other words, the question here is that the USA should
take the path of easing international tension, which leads to
strengthening world peace. This would meet, we are deeply con-
vinced, also the interests of the American people.

We stand for good relations with all countries in the world, big
and small, without any exception, on the basis of equality and
mutual interests. All who share this approach will always find a
readiness on our part to seek mutually acceptable solutions, and
to develop mutually advantageous ties and cooperation.

It can be stated with gratification that in recent years our rela-
tions with many states have improved, including such large states
as France, Japan and Italy. Some hopeful perspectives have ap-
peared lately also in our relations with the FRG. If the positive
elements in the FRG’s policy develop and are implemented in
practice, and the revanchist forces bridled, this will have a favor-
able effect on the entire situation in Europe.

An exchange of opinion has taken place between the Soviet
Union and the FRG on the possibility of reaching agreement on a
number of important questions concerning our relations. We
consider this exchange of opinion useful and, on our part, are ready
to continue the negotiations and to bring them to a positive
completion. In other words, we approach this seriously because
strengthening European security is one of the most important tasks
of our foreign policy, just as the policy of any other state that
really works for peace in Europe.

The cardinal problem of ensuring peace on this continent is the
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question of the inviolability of frontiers that has evolved as a
result of World War Two. This issue is the important watershed
between the policies of different states. We would like those who
have not matured as yet for such an understanding of the real state
of affairs in Europe to cross at last this line and draw the necessary
practical solutions.

We have been and remain proponents of setting up reliable
security systems in different areas of the globe. Quite naturally,
we devote greater attention to problems of European security.
Together with our allies we are energetically working for a detente
on the European continent, for cooperation that will be beneficial
for all. Many of our political steps and the actions of our friends,
and the joint proposals of the socialist countries of Europe, includ-
ing that for convening an all-European conference, are directed
towards this end.

The initiative of the socialist countries has aroused great interest
and broad support. In the course of the discussion that has arisen
around the convening of an all-European conference, there also
appeared the range of problems that could be discussed: non-ap-
plication of force in the relations between the states of Europe, and
the ways and means of expanding mutually advantageous economic,
scientific, technological and cultural ties between the European
countries. The interested countries could also set up some kind of
permanently operating mechanism for the practical development
and implementation of coordinated measures. We are ready to
make a study of any other proposals which would really ease the
tensions on the continent.

Comrades! The Soviet Union is a mighty socialist power occupy-
ing a huge territory in Europe and Asia. This places a special
responsibility on our foreign policy. And we do not shirk this
responsibility. Our colossal possibilities—economic, political and
military, our determination and our experience—all this is placed
at the service of the cause of socialism and freedom of the peoples,
all this is being used to prevent the unleashing of a new world war.

We believe that there is every prerequisite for achieving this
great goal, and are doing everything in our power to this end: we
are working for the practical solution of such vital international
problems as containment of the arms drive, the banning of nuclear
weapons and their proliferation, the settlement and prevention of
international conflicts.

But in order to prevent war from breaking out, the greatest
vigilance is required. That is why our Party and the Soviet Govern-
ment attach such great importance to strengthening the defense
potential of the Soviet Union, of the entire socialist community.
The military might of the Soviet Union is a serious factor for
strengthening peace, a factor that deters imperialist aggressors.
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We intend henceforth, too, not to weaken our solicitude for the
Armed Forces of our country.

Comrades, I haven’t touched upon some very important problems
that are bound up with the activities of our Party as a constituent
part of the international communist movement. This is a special
theme. Nonetheless, 1 would like to point out that here too much
has been done lately. The Conference of Communist and Workers’
Parties, in whose preparation and work the CPSU had taken an
active part, became one of the most important international events.
Today, a year after the Conference, we have every ground for
asserting that life has fully confirmed its conclusions and assess-
ments. The Conference has helped in the upsurge of the anti-im-
perialist struggle, the invigoration of the ideological and political
activities of the fraternal Parties, has intensified their inclination
towards the further consolidation of international ties, to unity of
action. It has become an important stage in the struggle for the
ideological solidarity of the communist movement on the principles
of Marxism-Leninism.

We firmly follow Lenin’s course in foreign affairs. Life is provid-
ing fresh proof that it is the only correct line. It meets the interests
not only of the peoples of our country, the peoples of other socialist
countries; it reflects the strivings and aspirations of the vast
majority of mankind. Herein lies its invincible strength.

The Soviet Union’s international position is firm. The frontiers
of our country are reliably protected; our country, together with
its friends and allies, is doing all that is necessary to make the
world safe against the war menace, to stop imperialist intervention,
to help the peoples in their just struggle. The Soviet people may
look to the future calmly and confidently.

k. * E

Comrades, the Communist Party’'s election platform which has
been expounded in the Address to the Electorate is a program of
labor and struggle for the sake of improving the life of every
Soviet person, every Soviet family, for the sake of strengthening
the might of our homeland, for the sake of the further victories of
communism, for the sake of peace on Earth.

Just as previously, the Communist Party acts in these elections
in a single bloc with the non-Party people. And it cannot be other-
wise. For both Communists and non-Party people there is nothing
higher and dearer than the interests of their homeland. They are
united by a common cause and common responsibility for the fate
of communism.

The voters have nominated for election authorittative represen-
tatives of all strata of our people. They are people you can rely
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on, who won't fail you, who don’t play the hypocrite, and who
will honestly and to the very end fulfil their high duty as deputies.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union calls on all voters in
the Soviet Union to cast their ballots on election day for the
candidates of the bloc of Communists and non-Party people. We
are confident that the voters will show them full confidence and
we shall have once more a genuinely people’s, widely represen-
tative and efficient Supreme Soviet of the country.

The current elections are especially significant. They are taking
place in the year of Lenin’s jubliee, a year marked with major
political events. There can be no doubt that the elections to the
USSR Supreme Soviet will once again demonstrate the inviolable
ideological, social and political unity of our society, the unity of
the Party and the people.

In conclusion permit me, dear comrades, once again to express
heartfelt gratitute to all organizations and collectives, to all the
electors, who have once more nominated me candidate to the USSR
Supreme Soviet.

I ask all the canvassers and the nomination agents working at
the election precincts of the Bauman district and all comrades who
have spoken at this meeting, to accept my sincere gratitude for
the active part they took in the preparations for the elections.

I regard your trust, dear friends, as trust in the policy of our
Party, as approval and support of its Leninist political course. Permit

me to assure you that I shall do everything for the successful imple-
mentation of this course.

May Soviet socialist democracy—the genuine power of the people
—strengthen and develop!

Long live the great Soviet people, the builder of communism!

Long live our Leninist Party, the tried and tested vanguard of
the people!
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN AUSTRIA
AND THE PARTY’S TASKS

RESOLUTION* OF THE 21ST CONGRESS OF THE CPA

L

Section I of the resolution analyzes the inner political situation,
the role and activity of various parties, and the disastrous character
and likely effects of the active penetration of foreign capital into
the Austrian economy. It stresses that “the incorporation of Austria
in the EEC, which is still sought by decisive circles of big capital
and which, moreover, would be incompatible with the Austrian
State Treaty and permanent neutrality,” would range Austria
among the ‘“underdeveloped outlying areas.”

The fundamental line of our program directives adopted in 1958

—"“Austria’s Road to Socialism”—and its further development by
the 19th and 20th Party congresses are correct: orientation
towards the possibility of achieving socialism without civil war,
which, however, can only be wrested through mass struggles on a
vast scale by the proletariat and other sections of the people;
making use also of parliamentary opportunities if developments
should take this course; fighting for specific objectives by stages;
achieving socialism through an alliance of several parties striving
for socialism, the Communists claiming no monopoly standing
among these parties although their strength will be a decisive
factor in the development and success of the process of social up-
heaval; the possibility of the continued existence even of parties
not belonging to the government of the socialist state, provided
they respect the laws of this state; unfolding socialist democracy
as early as possible, and opening new fields for the free activity
of the working people, which will only become possible if big
capital is divested of power. The feasibility of this road, and the
realization of this concept, depend in decisive measure on the
development of the class struggle in the near future.

*Abridged from Volksstimme, May 1970. Congress (May 28-30) discussed the political
situation at home, the international situation and Awustria’s role as a neutral stote. It
devoted considerable attention to the problem of strengthening the Party organizationally
and ideclogically as the prime condition for accomplishing the tasks set by Congress.
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During this time, fighting for objectives by stages, we have evolv-
ed a number of positive concepts and, furthermore, concepts bearing
on problems of vital importance to Austria’s economic policy.
Some of our concepts had to be taken up and even put into effect
partially as a result of effective united action. They brought the
working people real advantages and improvements.

Nevertheless, we were unable in 1962 to fight our way back into
parliament and in 1966, despite the fact that we concentrated on
one electoral district only and recommended supporting the SPA
in the other districts, we neither won seats nor could prevent the
APP from winning the absolute majority. Lastly, between 1966 and
1970, we suffered heavy losses in almost all regional elections and
also in the general elections,

This was due to a number of objective causes: the fact that,
due to the impact of the ideology of social partnership, many
regard the SPA as a real alternative to the APP, a notion which has
taken deep root among our adherents; the lack of major social
conflicts in which the workers would have been confronted with the
SPA policy of social partnership; the neck-and-neck situation of the
two major parties, coupled with a suffrage that puts small parties at
a great disadvantage; the effect of manipulation through the mass
media, and massive anti-communism; negative phenomena and
difficulties in socialist countries, which have a particularly strong
effect in Austria. We must take account of these factors, which
we by no means want to underrate, and must try to reduce their
effect. But how far we will succeed in this depends to a decisive
degree on the ideological condition and political and organizing
efficiency of our Party. This necessitates a thorough investigation of
the subjective causes of this development, which lie in our Party
itself. Removing these causes can also reduce the effect of objective
causes.

Among the subjective causes the crisis in our Party played a
special part in the recent period. It became more acute after the
20th Congress, with the result that until shortly before the general
election we were concerned mostly with inner-Party controversies
while other parties were already engaged in an intensive election
campaign. Moreover, open action by leading Party members against
Party decisions caused us damage among the public. The false
accusations they levelled in public at our Party and the socialist
countries, primarily the Soviet Union, made our opponents’ entire
anti-Communist smear campaign more effective with many of our
former voters precisely because these accusations came from CP
functionaries. With many comrades the crisis in the Party led to
uncertainty and paralyzed their activity.

The deeper causes which subsequently accounted for the crisis
in the Party go far back. Our Party was faced with new phenomena
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of modern capitalism. In 1955-56 we set about evolving a new
strategic orientation according to the new situation. This orienta-
tion, for its part, could not but clash with earlier notions that had
taken deep root in the Party and gave rise even then to great
debates in the Party. Added to this were new problems in the
socialist countries and the effects on our Party of differences in the
world Communist movement. Serious weaknesses in the political,
ideological and theoretical work of our Party, the chief respon-
sibility for which falls on the Party leadership, considerably
heightened the effect of these factors. They made it possible to
misinterpret the new conclusions we had drawn and caused
ideological confusion over some important aspects of the estimation
of latter-day capitalism, the present-day SPA and our perspective,
as well as over the socialist countries and problems of the world
Communist movement. With unity in the Party leadership gone,
it came to an open crisis in the Party.

We did not make a sufficiently deep-going analysis of the mani-
festations of latter-day capitalism in the highly developed countries,
of the forms of increasing authoritarian forms of government and
its distinctions in Austria. The inadequacy of our ideological
struggle in this field encouraged Right-wing opportunist and re-
visionist as well as “Left”-anarchist, sectarian views. However, this
shortcoming above all caused uncertainty among comrades who

remembered capitalism in the 1930s, with its economic crisis,
widespread unemployment, poverty and despair, and to whom the
Party failed to give an adequate answer to this basic question:
Why is it that even in its present form capitalism is terribly out-
dated, why is it extremely dangerous, and why has it become a
drag on man’s development—a drag which needs to be removed?
Our principled criticism of the SPA, as the mainstay of capitalism,
will have its effect only to the extent that we answer these
questions.

Among the more important problems of modern capitalism is
the change in the social structure, particularly the changed standing
of the intellectuals and, in connection with this, new phenomena
among the students. The very growth of the productive forces
accounts for this change in standing. As a result, the role of the
intellectual community and the revolutionary potential of primarily
the student youth is increasing. However, there is also a growing
danger that this potential will be misled towards anarchist, pseudo-
revolutionary phrases and will in the end fizzle out. Although this
trend is only just setting in in Austria and is still feeble, the revolu-
tionary working-class movement must not ignore it, nor must it
forget, of course, that the working class remains, and will remain,
the decisive force in the revolutionary transformation of society due
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to the position it holds within the framework of capitalist relations
of production.

The basis of our political and ideological struggle is the right
attitude to the SPA. The decisions of the 19th and 20th congresses
direct the Party towards struggle to establish unity of action and
comradely contacts with the largest possible groups of Socialist
working people while at the same time joining issue with the SPA
leadership’s policy of social partnership from the stand-point of
principle. We have yet to have the whole Party clearly realize that
these two tasks are not antitheses but are, in fact, closely linked,
so that neither of them can be successfully accomplished without
the other.

In this connection the decision to support the SPA in 24 out of
25 electoral districts during the 1966 election to the National Coun-
cil is being widely discussed in the Party.

In principle, the Communists may in definite situations recom-
mend supporting and casting their votes for some other party in
an election. This may be necessary, first of all, when it makes it
easier to head off a reactionary threat to the gains of the working
people of our country and to the prevailing bourgeois democracy.
Our election recommendation, which presented the distinction be-
tween the SPA and APP as being greater than that between our
Party and all other parties adhering to the existing bourgeois social
system, strengthened the illusion that the SPA is a genuine alter-
native to the class policy of the APP. For a long time now, due
particularly to the undemocratic suffrage, all elections to the Na-
tional Council have been seen by numerous voters as a mere alter-
native option between APP or SPA, and the decision taken at that
time was bound to have its effect after 1966 as well.

In view of this decision, our Party in many fields relaxed prin-
cipled criticism of the SPA policy of social partnership, and this
continued to tell even when Kreisky came to head the SPA and
the latter swung unmistakably to the right.

All this made our comrades uncertain, confused our voters and
provided the SPA with ample opportunities to spread its influence
among our voters and even our members. This real effect of our
decision is more serious than the plan—which, however, did not
materialize—to prevent an absolute APP majority.

That decision was worked out democratically and approved by
a Party conference. Nevertheless, a thorough analysis of subsequent
development suggests that the adverse effects of this step are
greater.

We are right in not equating the SPA with the parties of big
capital, the APP and AFP. But within the working class today the
SPA is the main obstacle to the growth of class consciousness
and the class struggle, due to the decisive impact of the ideology
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of social partnership advocated by the SPA.

The right attitude to the SPA and to the perspective of our own
Party is closely connected with the immense difficulty of our task:
to attain by stages democratic goals that will open the road to
socialism, and to achieve socialism without civil war, also by using
parliamentary opportunities, in alliance with several parties. In
reality, however, we are now the only party which really wants
socialism and are, moreover, not even represented in parliament.

Some comrades believe that the working class itself could not
be the decisive force in building socialism in Austria, that the
orientation towards mass struggles by the Austrian working class
and towards development without civil war is an illusion and that
socialism must be brought first of all by external forces.

Other comrades mechanically apply to the present situation the
concepts we have evolved for the long-range perspective of transi-
tion to socialism. The result is a dangerous over-simplification: in
speaking of the road to socialism in alliance with several parties in
the future, we took too little account in our reasoning of the cir-
cumstance that this presupposes a radical transformation of the
existing parties which can only be brought about through great
mass and class battles, the strengthening of our party being of
decisive importance. While we spoke of using parliamentary oppor-
tunities as well (however, to regain seats in parliament for our
Party today is exceedingly difficult now and, in any case, the SPA
is represented in parliament very strongly), these comrades infer-
red that strengthening the present SPA is the only real alternative
to the APP and, furthermore, is easier than strengthening our Party.
Thus the priority task of strengthening the CPA as a prerequisite
of any advance to socialism was underrated and in part even denied.

What made for confusion was also the fact that we did not show
clearly enough that our concept of the “peaceful road” to socialism,
which we strove for, differed fundamentally from what at the time
of Austro-Marxism was extolled by the SPA as a “peaceful” or
“parliamentary” road to socialism, that is, a road without struggle,
with nothing but the ballot-paper, which in reality has never led to
socialism anywhere nor can ever lead to it.

Our perspective in the struggle for socialism using, in particular,
parliamentary opportunities involves the decisive task of bringing
our Party back into parliament. Winning socialism in common with
several parties does not mean reducing the role of the Marxist-
Leninist Party in the least. The “Theses on Prospects” adopted by
the 19th Congress rightly close with the following statement:

“The workers and people of Austria need a strong Communist
Party in the struggle for national sovereignty, peace, democracy and
socialism.”

This fundamental idea should be a daily component of our entire

information bulletin 27




political, ideological and theoretical work in much greater measure
than before in view of the coming political developments, actions
and movements.

All attempts to seek refuge in illusions about the present SPA or
to substitute a “New Left” for the Communist Party, whose exist-
ence is a vital necessity to the working class (they often come
forward in a direct alliance with each other) lead sooner or later
to the SPA with its policy of social partnership or to “Left”-anar-
chist, Maoist groups, without any socio-political perspective.

It should be clear to all Communists that every perspective of
socialism in Austria today depends on the Marxist-Leninist Party
building up proper strength, which should also express itself in
winning seats in parliament.

In each new election campaign the Party should do its utmost
to the winning precisely of seats. Only when the whole Party is
inspired by this objective and all its members, friends and sym-
pathizers are prompted by the same objective can the latter—par-
liamentary representation—be won in connection with successes
in struggles outside parliament. Without such a militant attitude
our orientation towards using parliamentary opportunities as well in
the fight for socialism will become perfectly pointless.

The 21st Congress agrees with the decisions of the Moscow
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties in 1969, whose positive
course was an important step in the struggle to establish a new
unity in the Communist movement. Congress approves the position
of the Central Committee and the Austrian delegation to the Mos-
cow Meeting.

The resolution then reaffirms the well-known position of the
CPA on developments in the CSSR in 1968-69 and stresses that
Congress is against a new discussion in our Party on developments
in the CSSR which would paralyze our Party and distract it from
decisive inner-political tasks.

The Party will concentrate all its energy on solving its own
problems and reject every attempt to divert us from fulfilling these
tasks.

Realization of our concept about the Austrian road to socialism
depends decisively on the restoration of unity of action in our
Party itself. The evolution of the Party since the 20th Congress
has shown that without unity on the key ideological issues unity
of action likewise ceases in the long run. A few months after the
20th Congress the Party was openly and directly attacked in the
spirit of a revision of the main issues dealt with by our 19th and
20th congresses. The attack was carried on primarily by some
members of the CC, by a definite group around Tagebuch and some
leading functionaries of the federal leadership of FAY (Free Aus-
trian Youth.—Ed.)
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The main points on which the Party’s policy was assailed, mainly
from Right-wing opportunist positions, were:

(a) The necessity and function of the CPA as a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist party, which would be expected to give way to a
loose ‘“New Left”;

(b) a revision of democratic centralism, which in fact led to a
group action by CC members in public and, with some, to an open
stand against the Party during the decisive phase of the election
campaign;

(c) the adoption of anti-Soviet positions to the point of denying
the socialist character of the Soviet state.

Ever since its July 1969 Meeting the Central Committee has had at
numerous plenary meetings to go deep into these questions and to
pass decisive resolutions. A number of members who attended these
meetings drifted further and further away from the Party’s positions
and virtually abandoned them in the end. Thus the political evolu-
tion of the group of leading FAY functionaries who rejected the CC
resolution about founding a Communist youth movement has al-
ready brought them to the position of a so-called New Left, although
this has not enabled them to approach any new groups. This goes to
. show how very justified the Party was in critically warning the
Party against such a development.

The 21st Congress approves the decisions of the Fifth, Sixth,
Seventh and Eighth plenums of the CC aimed at overcoming the
crisis in the Party. It binds the entire Party to take these decisions
as a basis in convincing all comrades if possible of the correctness
of the Party’s policy. We stand for a tolerant discussion of all new
problems, but this discussion should be based on the Party, on its
organization and leading committees, as well as on its publications.
Abandoning this basis and coming out against the Party through
bourgeois mass media—the press, radio, television—inevitably leads
to the tendency to form groups and to factionalism.

It has been shown that what had begun as an ideological deviation
of individual functionaries led to the formation of a group within
the Party holding strong positions primarily in some Party echelons
and in friendly organizations (the federal leadership of FAY, the
editorial board of Volksstimme and others) and having international
contacts as well. However, most district and branch organizations
of the Party, Party activists and functionaries in the enterprises and
residential areas firmly rejected the group’s concepts. This was of
considerable help in combating the group.

Unity can only be re-established on the ideological basis of the
principles set out in the “Program Directives,” the “Theses on the
Outlook” of the 19th Congress and the resolution of the 20th Party
Congress, as well as within the framework of democratic centralism
formulated according to our conditions in the Rules adopted by the
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20th Congress. A decisive ideological task we have yet to fulfil is to
make this new program orientation the common patrimony of the
whole Party because on this will hinge the Communists’ force of
conviction and influence. This calls for an open ideological fight
against revisionist as well as dogmatic and sectarian concepts.

The responsibility of the Party leadership is particularly great.
The starting point of the crisis in the Party was the leadership, the
Political Bureau, the Central Committee. Hence it is necessary, in
overcoming the crisis, to begin with the leadership.

The Party must by all means take this into account also in elect-
ing its leading committees. The composition of these committees
should assure a firm Marxist-Leninist policy in keeping with funda-
mental Party decisions. Differences of opinion are no reason for not
electing this or that comrade to a leading committee provided the
differences are expressed within the framework of statutory provi-
sions and provided the principle of united action is maintained. But
those who stab the Party in the back during action, stand demon-
stratively aloof or even take an open stand against the Party cannot
be members of any of its leading committees. No comrade in the
Party should be seen as being above criticism. The problems of
leadership are political problems and should also be discussed as
such, openly and in a comradely spirit, at appropriate Party forums,
without forming groups and without discrimination.

The 21st Congress call on all Communists to concentrate in this
grave situation on the Party, on its struggle and activity in Austria.

Every Communist has the right to retain a dissenting opinion and
even to express it again in his organization when there is an occa-
sion for it. But doing this outside the Party and, moreover, resorting
to bourgeois mass media should be regarded as incompatible with
Party interests and hence with Party membership,

To restore the unity of our Party is decisive for a new upsurge in
the Party and hence for the prospects of the entire working class of
Austria.

The main content of our activity at present is to launch and lead
actions for lawful demands of the working people and for the con-
cepts we have evolved. In these actions, the broadest possible unity,
first of all with worker Socialists, must go hand in hand with dis-
cussion to make it clear to the participants that what they are fight-
ing against is not a chance phenomenon but a consequence of the
unjust capitalist system and what they demand in common with us
Communists is not a chance demand on our part but is in accordance
with our great orientation towards forcing back the power of big
capital and overthrowing it in the end.
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Every action can be a lasting success and every demand and every
concept produce a lasting positive effect in the fight for a socialist
perspective, only if they help to raise the class consciousness of the
greatest possible number of participants. This combination of action
and discussion is particularly important to the younger generation
of workers. Hence public exposition of the political and class inter-
connections in every action is an inseparable component of the
action itself.

A decisive expression of class consciousness increased in this way
is the joining of our Party by new people, first of all young working
men and women.

Such actions should center above all on the following spheres:

(a) The enterprises and trade unions.

A number of actions involving individual or several enterprises
and unions have been taken in recent years in support of our de-
mands and concepts. However, it is essential in the future to show
the character of our Party more clearly, with Communists linking
their initiative in the enterprises more closely with discussion of the
fundamental socio-political background causes of the struggle. Com-
munists active in the Trade Union Unity group have special oppor-
tunities in this respect. This imparts decisive importance to the
Organization Bureau of our Party, to its activity and to its political
and organizational support by the whole Party. The expectations of
many who on March 1, 1970 gave the SPA their votes are closely
linked with demands put forward by the trade unions long ago.
Leading SPA functionaries in the Austrian Federation of Trade
Unions stress the “independence” of the trade unions from the par-
ties and the government again and again. In reality these submit to
SPA policy on all decisive issues. Our task is to show to the union
rank and file the contradiction between their notions and the policy
the SPA has adopted in the government. This will be possible only
if we succeed in launching joint actions for these demands with the
masses organized in trade unions. This task can be accomplished
and the class consciousness of participants raised only if full ac-
count is taken of the decision of the September 1969 Plenum of the
CC about relations between the CPA and Trade Union Unity, about
unity of action between the Party and the Trade Union Unity group,
about the autonomy of the group while at the same time Party
decisions are binding on the Communists active in the Trade Union
Unity group.

(b) Communal policy.

Positions in the communes are of special importance if the work-
ing people’s interests are to be effectively maintained. Their impor-
tance is enhanced by the loss of all our seats in legislative bodies.
The progress of science and technology and their impact on people’s
living environment, the rightly increasing demands with regard to
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housing, transport, leisure time, the service industry, and so on,
make a number of communal issues ever more burning problems of
the working people which we must use as points of departure for
effective actions. At the same time the communes provide greater

opportunities for Communist activity because interconnections there
are more obvious.

(c) The younger generation.

Our socialist goal, the outcome of the general election and the age
composition of the Party make it imperative for all Party organiza-
tions to concentrate on winning over young workers and other em-
ployees. It is of decisive importance to the perspective of our Party
to make the younger generation of workers aware of its social situa-
tion and bring it into struggle for its justified demands. Our argu-
ments should focus an Austria’s lag behind the highly developed
countries, the existence of educational privileges and the resulting
scant opportunities for young people to develop and win promotion,
the problem of the Federal Army, socially inequitable taxation and
the material problems involved in founding a family.

During the election campaign CYA (Communist Youth of Austria)
groups carried out useful work alongside the Party, developing
various forms of public action. The 21st Congress hails the founding
of the CYA brought about on May 9 and 10, 1970 on the initiative
of young Communists and in accordance with the decision of the
October Plenum of the CC. The founding of a revolutionary organi-
zation of young workers adhering to Marxism-Leninism and closely
linked with the CPA meets an objective need. The CYA is the youth
organization of the Communist Party and its task is to educate a
generation of young Communists in common with the Party. This is
why the Party will fully support the CYA politically and ideologi-
cally. Congress calls on all Communists still active in FAY and on
all FAY members who feel linked with our Party to join the CYA
on the basis of its political and ideological platform.

The entire organizing activity of the Party should be subordinated
to the main requirement, which is to combine action and discussion
on a clear political basis and to bring our ideas to bear among the
public. With this aim in view, the structure and working style of
the organizations and all leading committees of the Party, including
the CC, must be thoroughly reappraised and changed wherever ne-
cessary. In nominating people for election to leading Party posts,
the electing bodies must unfailingly take this necessity into account.
Maximum use should be made of every opportunity and every form
of social work, both up-to-date ones (insofar as they are available
to us and prove effective) and those traditional in the Austrian
working-class movement (insofar as they help us to talk with other
people) . This should not be done before elections only but should
be an important part of our constant political work.
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It is necessary considerably to intensify the training of Party
functionaries and members and to conduct it on a clearcut and
principled basis so as to enable the comrades to accomplish the
task of combining action and discussion the more easily.

Our press and journalism acquire special importance in the pres-
ent situation. At a time of growing manipulation of public opinion
by the mass media of the bourgeoisie, the task of the Communist
press is considerably more important than before. To this it must
be added that, with the loss sustained by our Party and the reduc-
tion of its other possibilities of exerting influence our daily press is
becoming the most effective weapon in our political struggle gen-
erally. Our journalism, which in late years had shown serious ideo-
logical weaknesses, could be improved first of all in. the central
newspaper and the theoretical journal of the Party. A decisive task
now is further to improve the content of primarily our daily press
and to promote it actively, win new readers and subscribers and
give it financial support so as to preserve and improve this decisive
weapon of the Party’s struggle and make it still more effective.

There are important opportunities for action that could encom-
pass large groups of working people in a number of mass organiza-
tions and in organizations friendly to us. These opportunities
should be used more effectively and systematically than before
with due regard to the distinctive character of each particular orga-
nization. A weakness that has come out in Communist activity in
friendly organizations is that the role of the Communists and their
policy were not evident enough even where action was taken. As a
result, many actions failed to achieve precisely the decisive result:
they did not lead to greater class consciousness of the participants
nor contribute to the growth of our Party’s political influence. The
point is to show members and supporters of these organizations
through the example of practical experience that the Communist
Party stands for their goals and that strengthening it is therefore
in their interest.

The 20th Congress rightly stated in its resolution:

“Our perspective, which envisages that the struggle for socialism
will be carried on by several parties, changes nothing about the
conclusion and experience which suggest that in no capitalist
country is the road to socialism taken unless the Communist Party
succeeds in winning over decisive sections of the working class
and unless the working class then sets out to fulfil its historic
role as the leading force of society . . .

“On the long and difficult road to this goal we now set ourselves
the task of consolidating and strengthening the ranks of our Party.
To this end we must constantly and systematically promote the
Party and its press, first of all in the enterprises, but also in resi-
dential areas, stressing again and again that it is particularly impor-

information bulletin 33




34

tant to our idea and our Party to win over young people. All Party
committees, from the CC downwards, are in duty bound to pay
special attention to precisely this work, in connection with our
entire political and economic struggle.”

This task is still more imperative now. Today it is the most
revolutionary task, which we must accomplish to create the pre-
requisite of realizing our perspective of a socialist Austria.
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ON THE STRUGGLE FOR LAND TO
AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, LANDLESS
PEASANTS AND TRIBAL PEOPLE*

INDIA

The breathtaking developments that have taken place recently,
have shaken the agrarian masses and enthused them—the agricul-
tural workers, the peasants and the tribal people—into action
throughout the country. The defeat of the combined Right reaction
in the presidential election, the nationalization of banks, the split
in the Congress, the radical agrarian legislation and measures of
the United Front Governments of Kerala and West Bengal and the
militant struggle of the toiling people have given confidence to the
agrarian masses and they are on the move again. The question of
abolition of landlordism and revolutionary changes in the agrarian
setup of our country and giving land to the tillers of the soil has
come up on the agenda once again.

Under these favorable conditions, last year, though it was begun
late, the campaign for the occupation of Government cultivable
wastelands was started by our Party, the Bharatiya Khet Mazdoor
Union and the All-India Kisan Sabha jointly. The National Council
adopted a resolution in its season of April 1969 and directed all
its units to take up this campaign with earnestness, along with such
other mass organizations as are prepared to cooperate with our
Party. This campaign was conceived not as a symbolic campaign
of satyagraha, but actual occupation of Government land and rais-
ing crops. In certain States this assumed the shape of a big state-
Wid?l movement and in certain other States, it was not taken up
at all.

In West Bengal, because of the measures of the United Front Gov-
ernment dominated by the Left Parties, this campaign assumed the
form of a mini-agrarian revolution. In spite of the utter partisan
and sectarian use of its key position in the United Front Govern-
ment for cornering all the gains to itself by the Communist Party
(Marxist) leadership and organizing clashes and repression against
the other constituents of the UF. Government, in all over three
lakhs of acres of Government land and benami land of the land-
lords was occupied by peasants and agricultural workers under the

*Resclution adopted by the National Council of the Communist Party of Indic ot its
meeting from Moy 8 to 13, 1970.
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leadership of different parties of the Front. But for the disruption-
ist policy of self-aggrandizement of the leadership of the CP (Marx-
ist) the movement would have taken even a bigger sweep than at
present. In this big campaign, the share of our Party and the kisan
and agricultural workers’ organization led by our Party is 125,000
acres, which is quite an impressive gain.

In Kerala, the leadership of the CP (Marxist), which had all the
key positions in the United Front, did practically nothing for full
31 months, despite the agitation and struggles carried on by our
Party and certain other parties of the Front. At the very fag end

of the U.F. Ministry under Namboodiripad’s leadership, the Agrarian
Reforms Amendment Bill was passed.

After the resignation of Namboodiripad, the U.F. Government
under the leadership of Achutha Menon took over the reins of the
Government and made very impressive advances in the matter of
land distribution during the short period of three months, despite
active opposition of the CP (Marxist) leadership in the State. The
assent of the President was secured soon for the Land Reform
Amendment Bill and it was given immediate effect to. Feudal land-
lordism was abolished with a stroke of the pen and the tenants
were made the owners of their lands. It gave pattas (title deeds) to
the landless people occupying Government fallow and forest lands.
It evicted the landlords who are in illegal occupation of Govern-
ment lands and distributed them to landless people. The poor people
in the villages and towns are being given house-sites. Till now lakh
families have received pattas for Government lands and house-sites.
This distribution of Government land is taking place rapidly. Ener-
getic steps to implement the provisions regarding land ceilings of
the Amendment Act are already taken up. These impressive meas-
ures of the Kerala U.F. Government under the stewardship of
Achutha Menon during such a short period of three months have

greatly enthused the agricultural workers and poor peasants in
other states also for mass action.

In Andhra Pradesh, the movement for occupation of Govern-
ment lands gathered momentum, leading to the occupation of 107,-
000 acres by agricultural workers, 