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functionaries from the factories. Equally noteworthy was the 
acknowledgedly. high level sustained in the debates during the 
Convention. Singu1arly enough, the dispute regarding the new 
Organization Statutes of the Party occupied the central position 
on the agenda. But it was in no way a petty q!-larr~l over 
organization that raged over these statutes. The qUJte v1g?rous 
but businesslike discussions revealed rather the earnest will to 
make up what the Austrian Communists have up to now not 
sufficiently regarded: the building of a well-constituted, firmly 
knit organic foundation for the political party work. 

Tens of thousands, certainly more than a hundred thousand 
revolutionary proletarians have in the storm{ political times 
of recent years, under the pressure of soda needs, political 
enthusiams or enthusiasm for Soviet Russia attached themselves 
to the Communist Party of Austria. But the Party did not know 
how to retain this mass of workers stirred up by need or 
enthusiasm within the network of its organization, in order to 
convert them into conscious Communists within the Party. The 
present exact registration shows the party as possessing 15,000 
paying members. The great part of these ({)ver 8,000) are 
registered in Vienna. · 

Afte the Unity Congress of the Party of last year which, 
brought into the party some officials experienced in political" 
work and organization, the party began, at first hesitatingly 
and tentatively but later on more boldly and energetically to 
create a rel\1 political organization, a central Communist Party 
which is prepared to rally the masses and to lead them. At the 
present Party Congress it was reported that the work of organi­
zation has been to a certain extent completed and that only 
political recognition has to be given it by the minutely detailed 
new statutes. 

And in fact the almost comp!eted work of organization 
was expressly only politically submitted to the Congress to 
decide upon. Do you want a centralised ready-for-action organi­
zation which is based upon localities as well as upon factories? 
Do you want the political permeation of the whole city by means 
of an information service, group work, illegal propaganda work? 
Do you want a Communist Party which will use all means to 
capture power, or do you only want at the head mere discussion 
clubs and below ·disconnected factory groups as has been the 
cose in the past? Either a strict centralization upon a demo­
cratic basis or federalistic democracy, either party discipline or 
liberty . .of opinion, either a real section of the Third International 
or intellectual and financial inder:endence, these were the 
questions sharply defined. After a thorough and lively discus­
sion, the liguidators-Strasser and his followers-speculating 
upon federalism, democracy, liberty of opinion and independence 
met with a crushing defeat. Only one out of sixty delegates 
voted for their principles. Some workers opposed certain clauses 
of the statutes on the ground of various "'left wing" confusions; 
they nevetheless grasped the political point in question. In spite 
of certain differences they all voted unanimously for the prin­
ciples involved in the theses which the Central Committee clearly 
and ab~y submitted through Comrade Frey and in the minor 
practical collateral questions the majority also agreed to the clear 
centralistic formulation. 

By this the K.A.G. (Levi) tendencies were completely 
defeated. The unfortunately all too short discussions upon the 
political and tactical quest:ons revealed no differences whatever. 
After survey and consideration of the world situati{)n and the 
Austrian policy le tactical policies with regard to increase of 
prices, taxes, the. tited front and trade union work were laid down 
in detailed resol :.ons in the sense of the decisions of the Third 
Congress. In these political discussi{)ns, short as they were, it 
was plainly to be seen that not only the leading comrades but 
also the functionaries of the Communist Party of Austria in 
general have learned much from the deliberations of the Third 
Congress and that they understand m{)re .and more how to put 
this experience to practical use. The result of tlie new elections 
to the Central Committee give some guarantees that the leader­
ship of the Party corresponding to its smallness will be cautious 
but energetic and decisive and adopted to the critical situation 
of Austria. It,is more united than it has been in the past and 
will have a greater capacity for work. 

If the Party had up t{) now a relatively great influence in 
the ranks of the socially very badly situated members of the 
Reichwehr it has 'now almost the sole leadership of the con­
tinually increasing masses of unemployed, the victims of the 
policy of the Social Democrats. It is true that the party is fight­
ing against an almost overwhelming Social Democratic Party 
which up to now has been free from any splits and in spite 
of its supine policy still controls the masses of the workers; it 
is true that the Party has to face the astutest, most experienCld 
and trained of all the opportunist Social Democratic leaders, 
but the last year's work of the Communists of Auatria and their 

last Party Convention are proof to us that now after slow 
beginnings the development and growth of the Communist Party 
will proceed with steady and increasing rapidity. The objective 
conditions are also more favorable than .ever. 

THE RED TRADE UNION 
INTERNATIONAL 

Circular 
On the Participation of Women In the 
Revolutionary Trade _Union Movement. 
**To all Revolutionary Trade Unions and Adherents of the Red 
Trade Union International! 

The question of women's work once again occupies tbe 
foreground of interest for the proletarian dass struggle. The 
badly paid women workers are used by the bourgeoisie as com­
petitors of the more highly remunerated men in the strugle 
for the suppression of the whole working class. This 
competition appears particularly acute where the employers have 
taken up the general offensive · in order to surmount the crisis 
in which the capitalist system and the whole social order is 
involved as a consequence of the war, at the expense of the 
working class. 

During the war women were employed in large masses 
in the· industries. The number of women workers in Europe 
and America increased by minions. Immediately following the 
conclusion of the war there t·ook place wholesale dismissals of 
the women from the workshops in order to make room for the 
demobilised men. 

The trade-union organisations affiliated to the Amsterdam 
Trade Union Federation, who, during the war allied themselves 
with their natilonal bourgeoisie, have done nothing to secure the 
simplest human rights for women. They have done nothing to 
oppose the lower payment of women's labor. They have done 
nothing against the setting aside and limitation of those measures 
which were introduced before the . war for the protection of 
women's labor. During and after the war they have done nothing 
for maternity and child welfare. They have done nothing against 
the abrogation of the eiO"ht~hour day and the reintroduction of 
night-work. As during the war they did nothing to oppose the 
frenzied wastage of women labor in the murderous war industries, 
the reformist trade-unions are now just as little prepared to do 
anything effective for the protec6on of women's labor. The 

. Amsterdam trade-unions every where support the lower payment 
of women's labor and join in mutual conferences with the 
employers to arrange for the dismissal of those same women 
workers whom during the war they, in <;ommon with the em­
ployers, drove into the workshops under the lash of starvation. 
Yet the reformist trade-unions are now endeavoring to bring the 
workin~ women under their influence .and to use them against the 
revolutiOnizing of the trade-unions. 

The Executive Bureau of the Red Trade Union Inter­
national considers it necessary to remind all its affiliated 
Organisations of the following decision of the First International 
Con~ress of Revolutionary Trade Unions on the question of the 
particiration of women in the trade-union movement: 

"The adherents of the Red Trade Union International must 
turn their most earnest attention to the drawing of working 
women into the revolutionary trade union movement. There 
must be no separate women's trade union organizations. The 
proletariat, as a unit, as a class, must shape its organizations not 
according to the sex of the worker, but according to industry. 

The Executive Bureau of the Red Trade Union Inter­
national calls upon our comrades to work for the carrying out 
of this decision. An actilve campaign must be entered into: 

1. Against the formation of special women's unions. 
2. For the admission of women into those trade-unions 

where up to now their entrance has not been permitted. 
3. Equal pay for equal work. 
4. Against the reduction of protection for women's labor. 
5. For the extension of measures in regard to maternity. 

and child welfare. 
For the realization of these demands were must work 

among working women to induce them to take part in the revo­
lutionary trade-union movement alongside of their men comrades. 
Women ·must take part in the group work in the ·workshops, in 
the Shop Councils in the Workers' Protection Committees, in the 
Propaganda Committees as well as in the work of the revo-
lutiiOnary trade-union movement. . . 

Only to the extent to which we are successful in getting the 
masses of women proletarians to take part in the systematic 
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struggle against capital and its lackeys, and to bring them into 
the ranks of the great proletarian united front against the 
bourgeoisie, will our fight for the capture and re':olutionizin!r 
of the trade unions be successful. Only thus w1ll the spht 
between the men and women victims of the exploitation of the 
capitalist system be avoided and th~ whole working class f_or~ a 
revolutionary power capable of Ji>Ultmg an end to the expl01tat10n 
of the male wage-earners and in particular o~ the women wage 
slaves. 

The revolutionary trade-unions and the supporters of t~e 
Red Trade Union International must devote more of the1r 
attention to activity among the women than hitherto, It is 
time to begin prepared and systematic organizatilon and pro­
paganda work among the broad masses of proletarian women and 
to select certain comrades who are to be charged with the task of 
bringing in the working women into active participation in the 
organised revolutionary struggle. 

The task coJJ,sists in converting them into active fighters 
for the Social Revolution and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
Only that union is worthy of membership in the Red Trade 
Union International which frees itself from the old prejudices 
regarding the women's question, takes up the strugg-le for the 
rrotection of women's labor and sets itself the aim of increasing 
the army of the Social Revolution by the addition of ':lew and 
indefatigable fighters from the ranks of the expl01ted and 
oppre sed working women." 

The Executi~e Bureau of the Red Trade Union International. 
General Secretary, A. Lozovsky. 

Moscow, April 5th, 1922. 

I THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

The International Women's Day 
in Germany. ' 

•• The week from March 8th to 15th was International 
Women's Day throughout Germany. Wherever proletarians live 
or small groups of our Party ~re !n existence, _our comra~es 
were busily working. The determmatwn of the entire proletanan 
to enroll the women, the poorest and most oppressed section 
of the working class, in the class struggle front, found every­
where express;on. It is true t'hat this work was not eve~yw~ere 
accompliished with the same energy. Some smaller orgamzatwns 
accomplished more than larger groups of the Party. The former 
had not yet fully understood the vital importance of the pro­
paganda among the women. 

Women's Day began with women's conferences in the 
various districts of the country. A special isue of "The Com­
munist Woman" in which numerous illustrations and articles 
described the life and the sufferings of the laboring women, served 
as agitation material. Moreover a leaflet addressed "To the 
Women and Girls of the Laboring People" invited the toiling 
women to visit our large mass meetings on Women's Day. Our 
leaflet was heartily welcomed everywhere; in one nlace it even 
caused trouble to a too eager Police President who confiscated 
it because it " endangered public order". The agenda of the 
meetings in the various districts w~s different. IJ! these meetings 
we did not preach abstract theones to proletanan women, but 
in accordance with the definite instructions of the Central Com­
mittee the speakers dealt with the daily life of the women toilers, 
with the increase of prices and taxes, the persecution of pro­
letarian women on account of Paragraphs 218 and 219 of th~ 
Crirnlnal Law (prohibition of abortion). 

As to the press, not only the women's organs dealt with the 
International Women's Day, but the entire Party Press devoted 
part of its space to the women's propaganda· during the week 
preceding the Day. With the exception of a: few papers which 
somewhat neglected the women's problems, we can state that the 
Party Press fully complied with this task. 

The " Communist Trade Unionist" and the "Commune" 
and published introduction articles on Women's Day. During the 
entire week of March 8th to 15th the Press in the provinces 
published a series of articles dealing with the slogans of Women's 
Day. The question of the protection of mother and child, the 
diiSgraceful Paragraphs 218 and 219, the situation of the rural 
working women and other subjects of interests for the proletarian 
women, were treated in the entire Press. The demands of the 
women were emphasized in the newspapers in headlines: "State, 

where are the mothers' homes for the women, whom you force to 
enter childbirth by m~ans of Paragraphs 218 and 219?"; 
" Proletarian women, if you want to know where are the 
potatoes, ask the producers of brandy!" Many similar short 
phrases gave a lucid picture of the situation of the working 
women in the capitalist society. 

Our women's meetings which took place through Germany 
during the week preceding the Women's Day, proved that many 
proletarian women are attracted by the Communist Party. In 
many places our meetings were visited by women who never 
before had attended a political meeting, but were now convinced 
by the words of our speakers that it is their duty to join the 
struggle of their class. In other towns the manifestations resulted 
in mass processions, as was the case in Wiesbaden and Gotha 
were thousands of men and women gathered in the public square. 
In other places the laboring women marched in procession to their 
meeting places, carrying red flags. In Hamburg, Konigsberg, 
Leipzig, Frankfurt and in Berlin the meetings of the International 
Women's Day were large, united manifestations of proletarian 
men and women. 

A vigorous propaganda was also carri,ed on in the shops 
during the preceding week. Not only were our leaflet and the 
special number of the " Communist Women" distributed, but 
in some shops, where an especially large number of wom~n were 
employed, shop meetings were held. However, in many industrial 
places we have not yet succeeded in penetrating the shops where 
many women were employed and exploited. In many distric's 
with an extended home industry, as for instance the Erzg-ebirge­
Vogtland, our speakers addressed thousands of women, working 
in the home industry and suffering from hunger and. misery. 
These women had been mobilized by the systematic agitation 
of our district organization. 

The final success of Women's Day can not yet be 
ascertained in detail. Yet everywhere we already notice a more 
lively participation of the women in the work of the Party. 
Women's classes and women's agitation evenings are either being 
established or reorganized. A more lively movement among the 
wom~n against the disgrace of Paragraphs 218 and 219 on the 
prohibition of abortion began after the International Women's 
Day. And the comrades of the Party have also been favorably 
affected by the Day. They begin fully to appreciate the work 
among the women and are starting to conquer one of the 
strongest t.ulwarks of reaction-the hearts and minds of the 
female proletariat. 

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA 

Attention! 
**For the first time since the October Revolution in Russia 

both private persons and lator organizations are enabled to 
purchase numerous true pictures, original photograrhs of the 
life of the Russian people. 

The Foreign Commirttee of the International Workers' 
Relief for the Famine Striken in Russia calls the attention of all 
concerned to 1,100 different photographs (taken from 1917 to 
1920) which are to be sold . Prices on inquiry. 

The series comrrise the following.-Agriculture, industry 
and technique; politics (History of the revolution-Red Army); 
trade-union and women's movement; education (schools-children 
welfare-youth movement); art (theatre-statues, etc.) and 
science; landscapes and pictures of cities, peoples of the Feder­
ative Soviet Republic and the autonomous regi·ons, leaders, 
heroes and martyrs of the Russian proletarian revolution; 
snarshots of the Congresses of the Third International, of the 
Eastern Peoples etc. Furthermore, the famine catastrophe 
(extent-causes-results), epidemics etc. and the fight against the 
famine; the international relief, especially the productive assist­
ance of the illlternational proletariat. 

All inquiries should be addressed to the 

Auslandsk0111itee (Abt. Bild) Berlin NW. 87, Wickinger Ufer 3, 
Germany. 

Labor press, please reprint! 
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