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For ihe United Front of the Proletariat. 
Workinv Men and Women of all Countries! 

The Executives of the Communist International and the 
Red Trade Union International have in three joint sessions con­
sidered the international situation and the situation of the inter­
national working-class, and have come to the conclusion that this 
situation demands the union of all the forces of the international 
proletariat, the establishment of an united front of all the parties 
of the proletariat, regardless of the differences separating them, 
if ihey desire to fight in common for the immediate urgent needs 
of the working-class. The Executive of the Communist Inter­
national has convoked a meeting for the 19th of February 1922, 
to which all the Communist parties are to send a delegation 
twice as large as usual. At the same time it calls the workers 
of all parties to do all in their power to induce their parties to 
take part in a common proletarian action. 

Working Men and Women! 
Three years have passed since the end of the great im­

perialist war in which you offered your lives for the interests 
of capital. For three years international capital has had a free 
hand to show whether it is capable of introducing an" sort of 
human order which would assure the masses of the people the 
minimum of safety, the minimum of the conditions necessary 
for life. 

The World's Economic Chaos. 
The result lies before you. 
Six million unemployed in America, two million in Eng­

land, and increasing unemployment in the neutral countries en­
riched by the war, as the result of the disappearauce of their 
export markets. 

However, in the ruined countries of Central .and Eastern 
Europe, in Russia, in the Balkans and in Turkey there prevails 
the greatest misery. They need billions of dollars' worth of 
goods from the industrial countries in order to revive their pro­
duction and again to be able to supply grain and raw materials 
to the industrial world. Hemmed in between East and West 
Germany is uninterruptedly at work and is flooding the world 
with quantities of goods at prices which crowd other countries 
out of the market. It has practically no unemployment but the 
workers of Germany are worse off than the workless of England. 
They are against their will reducing the wages of the workers 
of other countries. The housing shortage and the tax burden is 
continually growing. The world, cleft and torn apart, through 
which the cry has resounded up to now, "Woe to the van­
quished!", and which will soon hear the call, "Woe to the 
victors!", can not be set in order and at peace by the bour­
geoisie. Germany's reparations task is the reconstruction of 
Sovi·et Russia. The ruins of Northern France, Belgium, Serbia, 
Roumania, Poland and Russia have not yet been cleared away. 
The capitalists of the victorious countries are seeking to burden 
one country with the costs of their reconstruction and the result 
is that Germany must collapse under the strain and will become 
a heap of ruins. And wherever the bourgeoisie takes up the 
work of reconstruction, it makes it the. object of speculation and 
of exploitation which must inevitably lead to new conflicts. 

Three years of imperialist wa.r, followed by three years of 
armed intervention of the Allies in Soviet Russia, have turned 

this granary of Eurore into a desert in spite of all the heroic 
resistance of the Soviets. The drought last summer, which 
threatens 25,000,000 human beings with death by starvation, 
has made the question of the reconstruction of Russia a question 
of the life or death of millions of Russia workers and peasants. 
And more and more is it becoming clear even to the sturid bour­
geoisie that neither the world economic crisis nor the great 
political tension between the different countries can be overcome 
even temporarily without the recognition of the undefeated 
Soviet government and the economic reconstruction of Soviet 
Russia. If Russia does not again take its place in the world 
market as furnisher of raw materials and market for finished 
products there will be a irremediable gap in the world's economy. 
And as long as Soviet Russia is not guaranteed against new 
attacks, it will have to keep the Red Army under arms and the 
danger will always be present that the world may again be set 
on fire as the result of the military ventures of the watchdogs of 
World Capital-the Polish White Guards and the Roumanian 
Bojars. The world bourgeoisie refuses to aid the starving 
millions in Russia, for it expects that Hunger will make them 
more accomodating to the demands of World Capital. These 
demands are that as the price of recognition, the Soviet govern­
ment deliver Russia up to an international financial syndicate, 
which will administer Russia as it has done in China and Turkey. 
The Russian people, which for four years defended itself with 
arms in its hands against the establishment of the rule of World 
Capital in Russia under the mask of the dictatorship of the Rus­
sian Whites, will, of course, defend itself with all its power 
against this "peaceful" attempt at its enslavement. The question 
of Russia's return into the world's economtc system and the 
question of general peace will become the pivots of new con­
flicts. 

The Washington Conference. 
However, the relations of World Capital to Germany and 

to Soviet Russia are not the only sources of great new distur­
bances. The Conference, which attempted to solve the problem 
of the Far East, has not solved it. The great Chinese people 
of 400,000,000 human beings has remained the object of further 
haggling and of new conflicts. Feeling their impotence, their 
incapacity of either renouncing the exploitation of China or of 
carrying it through, the allied Powers have concluded the Four 
Power Treaty, which only manifests <,me thing-that they realize 
how great the danger of war is and therefore are attempting to 
mutually restrain one another by the spider-web of an agree­
ment from undertaking independent measures. They were not 
able to reduce land armaments, even on naoer; the entire cry for 
naval disarmament ended in the elimination of obsolt>te ships 
and the limitation of the number of super-dreadnoughts, in order 
to arm in the air and under water. At the same time they ate 
seeking for new poison gases which will be able to destroy 
entire peoples. 

Capital's Offensive Against the Working Class. 
Incompetent to unite for the reconstruction of the world, 

incompetent to assure it bread and peace, the capitalists of all 
countries are uniting for an attack on the working·class. they 
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are everywhere trying to reduce wages, which actually do not 
!'\en give the workers what they ·obtained before the war--the 
prolongation of their miserable existence. In spite of un­
employment they are everywhere attempting to lengthen the 
hours of labor. Capital has gone over to the offensive against 
the working-class in the entire world, for it had to take the 
offensive. The war left behind it mountains of government 
debts and the imperialist peace increased them. The capitalist 
governments do not dare to annul these debts. Somebody must 
pay them, and since the capitalists do not want to do so, they 
are attempting to lay the burden on the shoulders of the working­
class. What are the government debts? They represent the 
right of the capitalist effortlessly to appropriate a part of the 
product of the labor of the proletariat without in any way parti­
cipating in production. The offensive of capital has as its aim 
the constraining of the workers to work more, to produce more, 
so that the war profiteers and peace speculators should obtain a 
larger share, an ever increasing share of the product of prole­
tarian efforts. The proletariat which, during the war, by its 
labor in the factories, by its obedience, enabled capital to shatter 
the world in pieces, now in peace is through hard work to enable 
the hyenas of the battle-field to lead a life of pleasure and luxury 
upon the ruins. 

The Successes of Reformist Policies. 
For three years in spite of all your experiences in the 

war, you hoped that matters would become better, that the capi­
talists would fulfill the promises they made durin&" the war and 
that they would give you Democracy, Self-determmation, Bread 
and Freedom. Your hopes have been deceived. Instead of the 
nationalization of coal, the English miners were compelled to look 
on while the coal barons reduced their wages. The a :mnan 
workers believed that if they would submit to the rule of the 
bourgeoisie, they would obtain the socialization of industry in a 
peaceful manner. Today they must look on while the kings of 
German industry. Stinnes and Co., are getting hold of all the 
productive forces of the land, while they prepare to get control 
of the railways, while they export the wealth of the countrv in 
crder to deposit foreign currency in foreign banks to proteci 
their property from seizure by the German people. France is 
today more than ever under the control of capital united in the 
war. In America the rule of the Republican Party means the 
naked and unmasked sovereignty of the trusts. Even the g.:>vern­
n,ental subsidies for the cheapening of the price of bread are 
being abolished in all countries; whoever cannot afford the high1 
price of bread can die of hunger. Post-war Democracy L 
nothing but the mask for the rule of the war s~culators and thr 
curtain behind which a brainless diplomacy forges plots against 
the peoples of the world. In a number of the capitalist countries 
the White Terror rages. In India and Egypt the British world 
oligarchy has turned this terror, which up to now it has only 
used against small groups, against the masses. In America, 
Poland, Roumania and ]uf!oslavia, the fighters of the prol'!tariat 
hm'e been outlawed. The promises of the Second, 272 and 
Amsterdam Trade Union International haved turned to water. 
All these international associations have demonstrated their in­
competence to lead you in the struggle even if only for Democracy 
and reforms, because they have been condemned to helplessness 
through their coalition with the bourgeoisie and if they wish it 
or not must assist in the strengthening of the rule of the 
bourgeoisie. 

The United front is Needed. 
Your experiences up to now must have shown even the 

blind that the Communist International was right when it said, 
"The working-class can only free itself by breaking the power 
of the bourgeoisie and establishing the rule of the working-class, 
by clearing, away the ruins of the war and, closely united inter­
nationally, beginning the work of reconstruction." 

But we know how strong the chains of the past-the 
capitalist school, press and church-still are. We know how 
timid and afraid large proletarian masses still are to seize power 
and forge their own destiny. We know how much great prole­
iarian masses still fear defeats such as Communist minorities 
hvae suffered in their struggle to free the masses from the fate 
.of slaves. We know how the capitalist press of the entire world 
is trying to rob you of your courage by pointing to the wounds 
of the isolated Russian proletariat received in its duel with the 
entire capitalist world. And therefore we say to vou, "You are 
not yet ready to renew the struggle, you do not yet dare the 
l!rmed conflict for power, for the dictaorship, you do not .vet 
dare the great attack on the citadels of world· reaction. Then at 
least joint forces for the struggle for a bare existence, for the 
struggle for a bit of bread and for peace. join your forces in 
a battle front, unite as a proletarian class against the class of 
the exploiters and pmagers of the world. Tear down the 

walls which have been built up between you, take your place in 
the ranks,--whether Communist, Social Democrat, Anarchist or 
Syndicalist--for the battle against the misery of the hour." 

The Communist International has always demanded that 
the workers who stand on the platform of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the Soviets join together in independent parties. 
It retracts not a word of what it said at the time of the foun­
dation and of the building of independent Communist parties. It 
is convinced that each day greater and greater masses will 
realize how much it was right in all its actions. But in spite of 
all that separates us, it calls, "Working men and women of all 
countries, close your ranks in the battle for the cause that 
unites you, in the battle for that which all of you recogni:u as 
a common goal." 

All workers, whether Communists, Social Democrats or 
S) ndicalists, even if Christian or Liberal trade-unionists-do not 
desire to pt~rmit any further reduction of wages. They no longer 
desire to work while hungry and freezinl!. and therefore they 
must unite in a common front against the offensive of thi! 
employers. 

All workers, whether Communists, Social Democrats or 
Syndicalists; Christian or Liberal trade-unionists-do not want 
to beg day in and day out from factory·. gate to factory gate for 
work; they all fear being thrown out of werk. Therefore they 
must unite in the fight against everything which increases un­
employment. And unemployment will be made perpetual in all 
industrial countries if the German proletariat, enslaved to the 
Entente and to German capital, will have to toil as international 
wage-reducers so that German capitalists will be able to flood 

·the world market with German goods at coolie prices in order to 
pay the tribute of Versailles. Unemployment will grow if the 
capitalist wprld puts conditions of enslavement and subjugation 
to Soviet Russia and forces it to continue to starve or to defend 
itself with arms in its hands. Therefore unite in the struggle 
for the cancellation of war debts, for the recognition of Soviet 
Russia and its building up on the basis of conditions which are 
in accordance with the interests of the international proletariat. 

Not only unemployment is oppressing the working-class. 
It is threatened by the anarchy of production and is threatened 
by the fact that the capitalists can oroduce and export whatever 
they desire. The impoverished world requires a methodical 
distribution of raw materials and their methodical utilization. 
It demands the control of prices. All that is impossible as long 
as the working-class does not conquer for itself control over pro­
duction, as long as the organs elected by the workers have not 
the opportunity of checking the- free rein of the ca?italist dis­
organizers. All workers must unite for the struggle, for this 
control of production which is not only in the interest of the 
proletariat, but also of the broadest strata of the petty-bourgeoisie 
which groans under the Bacchanale of high prices. 

All workers, whether Communists, Social Democrats or 
Syndicalists and Christian or Liberal trade-unionists, are iPter­
ested in preven,ting capitalist diplomacy from starting a new 
world conflagration, in depriving it of its occupation. Ther~fore, 
unite in the struggle against capitalist armaments, against capit­
alist intrigues. 

Prepare the United front in the Shops. 
The Communist International demands of all Communist 

workers, demands of . all sincere workers, everywhere, in the 
entire world, in the shop and in the meeting-hall that they unite 
in one family of workers, who will stand together against capital 
in all the questions of the day. Create an iron will for prole­
tarian unity, on wh'ich all attempts to separate the proletariat 
will shatter, come they from whatever side they may. Only 
when you, proletarians, in shop and factory so unite, will all 
parties which rest upon the proletariat and wish to be heeded 
by it, be compelled to unite for a common defensive fight against 
capitalism. Only then will they be forced to break their alliance 
with the capitalist parties. 

However, if the proletariat unites, it will then be able to 
utilize the niggardly rights granted it by capitalist pseudo-demo­
cracy in the struggle for the improvement of the condition of 
the proletariat and for the strengthening of its positions. We say 
to you, "The proletarian giant cannot stretch its limbs aud 
cannot raise itself to its full stature under the ·roof of the 
capitalist chicken-coop. When you begin to fight you will see 
that you need the sword of the dictatorship in order to win. 
But we know that this dictatorship is only possible when the 
great majority of the. proletariat arrives at it through its own 
experiences, and therefore the Communist International and the 
Communist parties will patiently and fraternally march together 
with all the rest of the proletariat, even when thev fight on the 
battlefield of capitalistdemocracy. We know that when you have 
united your forces, when the entire proletariat advances together, 
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it will learn how great its forves are, it will see that the bour­
geoisie which feels itself the lord over the ruins of the world 
will become as nothinf! against you. . 

In the iron conviction that J.ou will go the way that your 
elite have marked with their bloo , the way for which hundreds 
of thousands of Russian workers, for which Rosa Luxemburg, 
Lto jogisches, K.arl Liebknecht and hundred of other unknown 
figthers have fallen, for which tens of thousands suffer in 
prisons in the firm conviction that the fighting proletarilt wiil 
be compelled to follow the path of Communisro, we call to vou, 
"Workers of the world, unite!" " · 

Long live the common battle front of the proletariat against 
the bourgeoisie! 

For the counter-attack against the offensive of capital! 
For the struggle for the control of production! 
Down with capitalist armaments and plots! 
Away with the chains of slavery for laboring Germany! 
Hand off Soviet Russia! 
Bread and machines for the Russian proletariat! 
Long live proletarian solidarity. in every country and in 

the whole world! . 

The Executive of the Communist International. 
The Executive of the Red Trade Union International. 

Moscow, January 1st, 1922. 

POLITICS 

Dutch Imperialism in the East Indies 
by Gerard Vanter (Amsterdam). 

As is well known the Dutch minister of foreign affairs, 
van K.arnebeek, played an important part at the session of the 
League of Nation in Geneva; he even acted as chairman. In 
Washington he is not officially in th•! limelight; he is very active 
however behind the scenes. He plays his part not because he 
is such a clever diplomat, nor because he speaks French so 
beautifully, but rather because he is the Dutch Minister of 
Yoreign Affairs, that is, the representative of a great Asiatic 
power. The Dutch capitalists control not only little Holland, 
but also the peoples of the Indian archipelago, the East Indies. 

There are 55 million brown-skinned natives there, who 
until now were willing subjects of exploitation, but who are 
gradually beginning to awake. For the present however the 
Dutch rulers are little disturbed by this phenomenon. They are 
more worried by the fact that the rich islands in the Indian 
Ocean represent a doubtful and shaky JXlSSession which they will 
not be able to claim and hold when the great struggle for the 
control of the Pacific Ocean breaks out. The Dutch imperialists 
have already surrendered themselves body and soul to British 
imperialism for this future struggle. The great Petroleum 
Trust, "The Royal Dutch Shell", which, as is well known, is an 
English company and only Dutch in name, dictates to the Dutch 
government how to act. In spite of the protest of the United 
States, the vast oil-fields of Djambi were given over to the Royal 
Dutch Shell. The ruling clique in Holland has a great interest 
in petroleum. Without fear of serious contradiction, the Com­
munist member of parliament, van Ravesteiin was able to make 
the following statement in Parliament: " The whole rrang is 
bought! " Corruption has actually risen to the unbelivable. 

In the meanwhile the natives, the Javanese, and with them 
the inhabitants of the other islands are the victims of this policy. 
The Dutch have always considered the East Indies only as an 
object of exploitation, and have never clone anything for the 
natives. The existing economic system together with native cul­
ture and art was destroyed. Penal expeditions teach the natives 
who the master is. This was also tought to the brave popuhtion 
of Atjeh, which had fought the Dutch tyranny for nearly half a 
century. Those surviving are completely broken; a whole nation 
was driven to lunacy. 

Central and Eastern Java contain the sugar industries. 
There European industry leases the ground from the Javanese 
peasants and plants surgar-cane. As a tesult there is a shor­
tage of "padi" (rice I· this means hunger and proletariz.ttion. 
A whole nation of small peasants has aln~ady been transformed 
into a nation of expropriated coolies. 

The Dutch East Indies are b.mine-stricken; epidemics like 
typhus, malaria, cholera and the plague are raging there; the 
housing situation is miserable; rea?ing arid writing are possessed 

by only very few. ("In 1917 the number of adult men in Java, 
who could read or write to some extent amounted to no more 
than 15 out of every thousand. "-H. Maring in his report to the 
Second Congress in Moscow, No. 21 of the Library of the Com-
munist International). · 

The young East Indian Communist Party is carrying on a 
bitter struggle. The Dutch exploiters do not camouflage their 
actions with "democratic" phrases. In the East Indies, the 
Communists are outlawed. If they happen to be Dutchmen 
they are deported and sent back to Holland; if they happen to be 
natives, they are sent to prison or are exiled to other islands and 
thus rendered harmless to the rule of the Dutch robbers. But in 
spite of persecutions the Communist as well as the " Sarekat 
Islam" movement are growing. The " Sarekat Islam" move­
ment is religious in name only; in reality it is mainly · an 
economic-political movement. The Dutch ruling class hopes to 
secure its rule through terr·or, but in the East Indies as in all 
the other eastern countries a new spirit has risen. 

The Dutch Communists know that the Dutch bourgeoisie 
in the East Indies must l:!e attacked, and they will therefore do 
everything within their power to bring about the revolution in 
the East Indies. 

At the last convention of the Dutch C.P. the Commtmist 
Party of the East Indies was represented by comrade Darsono. 

He pointed out the need of closer co-operation between the 
Dutch and East Indian Communist3. The Congress decided to 
issue the following proclamation to the population of the East 
Indies. It was translated into the Javanese and Malay languages 
and reads as follows: 

"On the occasion of its 12th anniversary, the Dutch Com­
munist Party sends greetings to its sister party of the East In­
dies, which constitutes so small yet so brave a vanguard of a 
different race, and which has taken up the struggle against the 
colonial exploitation of the East Indian peoples by Dutch and 
international capitalism, as well as the fight for the final over­
throw of race as well as class rule. 

" The Dutch Communist Party will do everything in its 
power to inspire and reinforce this fighting vanguard, inasmuch 
as it will particulary seek to stir the Dutch proletariat wherever 
possible against the Dutch regime in these distant countries. 

" The Dutch Communist Party expresses its sincerest 
sympathy not only with the suffering of the oppressed, but also 
with the beginning of a revwakening and a revolt against capi­
talist rule, no matter in what form it may manifest itself among 
the masses of the East Indian peoples, in Java as well as in the 
rest of the East Indies, among the peasantry as well as among 
the proletariat. The Dutch Communist Party is conscious of an 
inner bond with the hopes and ideals of these masses which con­
stitute a part of the whole International, embracing millions of 
workers and exploited. 

"And we promise to use all means at our disposal to aid 
and reinforce these masses in their struggles and aims. One 
great aim in particular must be achieved.-The solidarity of the 
Dutch proletariat and of the millions of workers and peasants 
of the East Indies. " 

"Long live the East Indian Communist Party! " 
" Long live the Communist International! " 
" Long live the World Revolution! " 

A New Communist Success in Poland 
by L. Domski (Warsaw). 

The Polish White Terror is continually demonstrating 
that it is powerless to stem the rising red tide. The persecutal, 
illegal Communists, for whom the Constitution does· ·not apply, 
prove in every public test of strength with the pro-'governrnent 
"workers' parties" that the revolutionary movement which 
srontaneously arises from the needs of the masses is not to be 
rendered inarticulate by repressive measures. 

The latest occurrence of this nature took place in arch­
reactionary Posen, which since the establishment of the German 
Empire in 191.7 had never given a Socialist candidate more than 
an infinitesimal vote. The entir·e province of Posen was always 
a citadel of reaction. The agrarian character of this province, 
the insufferable national suppression by the German Government 
which limited the mental development of the people and the 
struggle in the East between the various nationalities made the 
development of class-consciousness in the masses . almost an 
impossibility. During the first election to the Sejm even the 
social-patriots were unable to hold public meetings. Moraczewski's 
single election meeting ended in a riot and the speaker was 
severely beaten. An outspoken Communist could not show 
himself at all; a "Bolshevik" ran the risk of being lynched in 
the stt·eets. 


