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The Labor Movement in Palestine

(R.1LL.U) The work of an international revolutionary
organization is rendered extremely difficult in Palestine by the
general conditions: In the first place the native working masses,
the Arabians, who compose 90 % of the fotal populat.on,
represent a most inaccessible material, for they have as yet
scarcely been touched by the capitalist development of recent
yeéars. In the second place, the Jewish emigrant workers—
about 20,000 in ail are permecated a thoroughly petty-bour-
geois spirit, and are for the most part still greatly under the
mfluence of the nationalist organizations, which—as for instance
the General Jewish Labor Organization (Histadruth Haklalith-
H. H.)—not only hold their members by nationalist phrases, but
also by the immediate advantages offered by their co-opératives.
The nist Party of Palestine, on the other hand, has to
work quite illegally. lts last appeal, for example, a May Dag
proclamation in the English and Arabian languages, an Englis
copy of which printed m an i!leglwinﬁng works lies before
us, fel! into the of the ‘police ore it could be distributed,
the whole edition being confiscated. -

The permanent crisis under which agriculture has been
suffering in Palestine for some time past was aggravated in the
winter of 1922/23 by an acufe crisis in industry. un-
employed were counted in Palestine this winter, that is, about

whole i The unemployed
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the movement as “the infernational labor group”, that thesa
finally found themselves forced to withdraw from the whole
affair, and to issue the slogan that the H. H. be boycotted.

There is nothing positive to be reporied about the con-
ference. The question as to whether the H.H. stands for the
class struggle or not was answered in the negative,; the slogan
of the class struggle is substituted by the formula of the
“ struggle of delence and emancipation ”. A resolution was
carried 1o affiliate with Amsterdam. A productive co-operative
is to be founded, which is to realize for everv worker the ideal of
the prophet *‘each man wader his own vine and each man
under his own fig-tree”, These are the resolutions which are
1o bring the working people of Palestine nearer to their eman-
cipation from the capitalist yoke!

The outcome of the 2. Conference of the “Histadruth "
was an excellent preparation of the soil for our activit within
this organization. esolutions {o this efiect have also been
actually passed at the national conference of the Communist
Party of Palestine. From the very begiuning, ils work encoua-
tered much difficulty, for our Palestine comrades within the
Histadruth had to reach a clear and definite understanding with
the Poale Zionists, While our comrades have been striving for
co-o?erauion in the interests of the H.H. and with the aum of
revolytionizing it, the Poale Zionists declined to co-operaie from

tty party motives, uatil their own followers taught them

tter. At the Present time our comrades have formed “prole-
tarian fractions” within the H.H,, and these are carrying on
energetic propaganda amonﬁ the mefbers, by word o mouth
and by writing, bg{ means 0 nns‘ahzines published at irregular
intervals in the Hebrew and Yiddish luguaiou, appeals, elc
In these publications there have appeared, for insiauce, the
theses on the Eastern Question accepied at the Third Congress
of the R.I.L.U, and a platform for forth-coming electious io
the “Workers’ Councils”.

The leaders of the H.H. reply fo this activity of our
comrades by attempting to expel them from the movement. They
have been supporied in this endeavour by the Poale Zionists
(“labor fraction”). But our friends are not alarmed by this.
The work of gathering together and training the class-conscious
elements within the reformist labor organizations themselves
is making steady progress.
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