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LABOR IN THE FAR EAST

EDITOR'S NOTE:—Yesterday we
told of the split forced by the re-
formists in the Japanese General
Federation of Labor and of the
program of action of the left wing
body, the Japan Labor Union Coun-
¢il or, Nihon Radokumia Hyogikal,
whose general policy is one of class
struggle instead of class collabora-
tion, such as the leaders advise in
the reformist federation. Today we

“read of the manner the Japanese
left wing handles the pressing pro-
blem of unemployment.
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ARTICLE 11
National League of Unemployed.

MAN must not be judged by his
words, but by his deeds. So we
are more concerned with the actual
deeds of the Japanese left wingers
than with what they say in their dec-
larations. Among the activities of the
Nihon Rodokumiai Hyogikai, since its
formation, there are two which are
- most worthy of close attention. They
are the activities aiming at the or-
ganization of the National League of
Unemployed and the organization of
the Proletarian Party.

The terrible state of unemployment
in Japan is alarming even the most
indifferent sectiond of society and
hysterical cries are heard everywhere.
For instance, the Japan Advertiser
(June 22, 1926), which is a semi-of-
ficial organ. of the Japanese bour-
geols government for foreign propa-
ganda, is forced to admit the critical
condition of the country in an article
entitled “Japan's Depression Worst in
History.”

In part it says: “With an army of
unemployed of consgiderably more
than 2,000,000 during the last year in
Japan, swelled constantly by numbers

~ who have been thrown out of work
¥ «nu‘un first six months of 1925,

and aggravated by labar disputes, the|
present period is sai& to be the worst |

a statement issued by the social work
bureau of the depaPtment of home af-

such as has never before been felt in
Japan is expected to result from the
constant wrangling betwen labor and
capital and the prolonged unemploy-
ment.”

HIS is rather a bold admittance of |

fact on the part of the bourgeols
organ, Under such circumstances
the leaders of the trade unions were |
for some time feeling the necessity |
of organizing the unemployed on a na-
tional scale, but owing to the so-
called “internal trouble,” Which finally
split the General Federation of Labor,
they . were not able to take con-
certed action on even such a grave
and common problem as unemploy-
ment. The initiative for organizing
the unemployed on a national scale,
however, was taken by the left wing
leaders in July, soon after the con-
clusion of the “internal trouble.”

On July 7, the eastern section of the
aforementioned Hyogikal (Tokio)
elected a “Commitee of Aétion Against
Unemployment” and started to work
out a wide-scale project for agitation
and organization against unemploy-
ment. At the mass meeting held op
July 18 in Tokio under the auspices
of the Hyogikai a resolution to organ-
Jze a “Natlonal League of Unemploy-
ed” was unanimously passed,

Following this first successful meet-
ing on the problem of unemployment,
12 similar mass meetings were held in
various quarters of Toklo and its vi-
cinity within three weeks, all under
the auspices of the Hyogikal, .

EANWHILE, at the exocutive
‘meeting of the said Hyogikai held

—

n July 27, the Committee of Action
cﬂn Unemployment ‘was made a

nation-wide depression that this coun-|
try has yet experienced, according to|

fairs yesterday. A radical movement |

permanent organ and at the same;
time the execution of actual work on
the organization of unemployed, such
as the registration of unemployed, ne-
goitation with other labor organiza-
| tions, ete., were started.

The unemployment movement in
| Osaka (Osaka is the largest industrial
!(enter of Japan, while Tokio is the
'polltlcal center), under the auspices
|of the Hyogikai, strated on July 10
|with the broadcasting of leaflets and
{ placarding. On the 12th a mass meet-
ing was held in the ecity park. On
1 the following day the Osaka branch of |
|the  Hyogikai invited all the local |
trade unions as well as
Peasant Union for a “conference 'on
unemployment problems.”

71 delegates representing 27 different
labor organizations met and agreed

ment against unemployment and to
establish a permanent organ for the
purpose.

T is significant that m this memor-

able conference the Japanese Fed-|
eration of Labor did not send its rep-
resentatives. Since the recent split,
the federation has entirely been sub-|
jected under the control of the reform-
istic bureaucrats, who, from their ha-
tred of left wingers, have been ob-
structing all the attempts in which
the latter are active,

At the conference, great indigna-
tion was expressed by somhe of the
delegates at the non-attendance of the
Japanese Federation of Labor, but at
the suggestion of the Hyogikal and
peasant representatives a delegation
was elected to Induce the federation
to co-operate, The delegation suc-
ceeded and at the second meeting of
the committee on July 26, the repre-
sentatives of the federation were
present,

At that meeting ‘evh;nl committees
of action were eloected dnd actual work

"

the Japan

On July|
20, answering the cn'l of the Hyogikai, |

unanimously to carry on the move-!

!

|

|
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for agitation and organization among
the unemployed were assigned to
each. Thus the movement against un-
employment in the great industrial
centers of Japan initiated by the left
wingers has sucessfully united all the
local labor organizations regardless
of their political tendencies.

N another industrial center in west-

ern Japan, Kobe, the unemploy-
ment moyement, initiated Dby the
Nihon Rodokumiai Hyogikai, was
started July tg On that day the city
wag placarded with various posters
bearing slogans against unemployment
and the offensive of capital. On the
24th a mass meeting was held in the
largest meetig hall in the city.
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the 256th a permanent local wmmittee
on unemployment was elected.

Similar attempts by the left wing ele/|

ments in the trade union have also
been made in other industrial centers

and similar results have been arrived |

It is erroneous to suppose, how-
jever, that all these attempts have
1been carried on smoothly., On the
contrary every forward step taken by

lat.

obstacles laid by reformists and with
suppression by the government,
Arrests and bloodshed are usual oc-
currences at mass meetings, Often
the speakers are not allowed to speak
more thaW a few opening words before
they are pulled down from the plat-
form by armed police. However, the
brutal measures of suppression exer-
cised by police and the gendarmerie
are serving as ofl on fire, The revo-
lutionary leaders of Japan are finding
unexpected promoters of their agita-
tional work in the very suppression by
the police administration.
O far the writer has not received
information as to the completion
of the organization of the National
League of Unemployed; or the opening
of the National Congress of Unem-
ployed, which is the immediate aim
of the unemployment movement so en-
energetically started by the Hyogikal
But it is simply a matter of time.
There are yet two points to be re-
membered in observing the future de-

velopment of this unemployment
movement of the left wingers, At the
Oska conference held July 26, it was

decided that “the movement shall not
concern itself with the work bearing a
character of mutual aid, but it shall
be a protest movement against the
government and other sources on the
-question of unemployment.” = This
statement clearly indicates the char-
acter of the movement as a political
movement, fundamentally differing
from the movement of reformists,

left wing organizations has met with|

NOTHER point to be remembered

is the dual purpose of the move-
ment, which its promoters are think-
ing to attain. The All-Japan Federa-
{tlon of Labor, that is, the national
unity of labor, has had no opportun-
ity of realization since its first abor-
tion in 1922. The faflure was partly
due to the failure on the part of the
| leaders to base the unity movement
on
This mistake has lately

concrete and practical problems.!
been ac-|@
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ders to their reformist lackeys to or-
ganize the new voters into an illusion-
ary social-democratic party. Against
such a danger and betrayal, the left
wing leaders in the trade union move-
ment are striving to organize the new
political elements into a “proletarian
party” on the basis of class distine-
tion,

ATE last year preliminary work
for the practical organization of
“Workers’ and Peasants’ Party”

knowledged by the left wing leaders | were started by Communist elements
ﬂnld the unemployment movement has ,\Mthlﬂ the labor organizations. Parti-

at once been grasped by them for the
basis for the national unity of the
trade union movement. This is why
the present unemployment movement
started by the Hyogikai is so im-
portant and needs close attention.

Proletarian Party.

IN Japan there is no “workers’ par-

ty"” nor any party legally represent-
ing the interests of non-propertied
classes at the present. (Since this
was written The Proletarian or Labor
Pary has been formed early in Decem-
ber.—Editor DAILY WORKER.) The
cry for a “Proletarian Party”, how-
ever, has become loud since a year
before last, when the extention of
franchise became evident. This year
in May the so-called "universal suf-
frage” (a manhood suffrage with
many limitations) was passed through
the diet and the number of voters for
parliamentary elections was increas-
ed from 3,000,000 to 12,000,000,

The new political factor thus creat-
ed is already becoming the object of
exploitation by bourgeois politicians
on the one hand and on the other has
become the basis of a new political
force of the oppressed class. The
bourgeoisie, who have still to fight
against feudalistic aristocracy and
landlordism, want to exploit’ the new
political factor for the warfare against
their internal enemies.

' For this purpose they are giving or

cularly in the Japanese Federation of
Labor the work was going on with
definite results, until the so-called “in-
ternal trouble” put a temporary check
upon fit,

During and after the split, the cen-
ter of the oganizational work of the
political party has shifted from the
Federation to the Japan Peasante’s .
Union and to the newly organized |
Nihon Rodokumiai Hyogikai,

The reformistic leaders of the fed-
eration, now being free to exercise
their will after the expulsion of com-
munists, have consclously attemted to
lead the party movement into chaos,
thereby to a sabotage of the interests
of the working masses, Instead of
one natlonal party of workers and
peasants, which up to recently they «
advocated, they have begun to authop ,
Ize the formation of local independent
parties,

Thus, under the tacit guidance of
the political committee of the Japan-
ese Federation of Labor, several small
local parties have already sprung up
in different parts of the country. As
a matter of course, these mushroom
parties are of no great force, but
their appearance at the critical mo-
ment of the founding of a natic
party is certainly an obstacle and an
active sabotage on the part of the M
formists against the coming
letarian Party.”

(To be continued in next fa




