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LABOR IN THE FAR EAST (IAPAN)

EDITOR'S /NOTE:—The Trade
Union Educational League offers to
American workers a series of ar-
ticles on labor in the Far East, the
present series being on Japanese
labor by Comrade Tani, member of
the Executive Bureau of the Red
International of Labor Unions for
Japan, The first told of the split
forced by reformists in the Japan-
ese General Federation of Labor,
the formation of the left wing cen-
ter, the Nihon Rodokumiai Hyogi-
kai and its class struggle program.
The second, told of this organiza-
tion’s activities on the serious prob-
lem of unemployment. Today we
read of the problem of forming a
labor party, called in Japan the
“Proletarian Party.” This has been
realized since the article was writ-
ten, but Comrade Tani tells of the
struggle put up for it by the left
wing. The next series will be on

the labor movement of Indonesia,
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ARTICLE TIII.

AGAINST such an attack of the re-

formists the Nihon Rodokumial
Hyogikai has come out with energetic
propaganda, mercilessly criticizing
the attempts of the reformists and
calling for the solidarity of all pro-
letarian elements for the realization
of a unified national political party.
The slogans of the Hyogikai are:

1. Stick to class-conscious leader-

ship.

2. Mass organization of workers

and tenant peasants,

3. Political party of daily struggle.”
N July 7th the Central Executive
Committee of the Nihon Rodoku-

miaia Hyogikai idsued a manifest to
the affiliated unions. It begins with
the following words:

“On June 21st the Japan Peasant

1

liminary organ for the foundation of
a proletarian party.

“We, the workers, have hitherto
declared that we are the van-
guard of the toiling masses and are
by duty bound to lead the peasants
and others. In spite of it, certain of
the leaders of trade unions have for-
gotten to lead the proletarian class on
the political field. . We accept
with great pleasune.. the call of our
peasant brethren, who have taken the
initiative upon themgelves. We must
now rectify with redoubled emergy
the negligence of some leaders among
us and hasten the realization of the
proletarian’ party.”; ;

AT the Executivq meeting of July

12th, theé Central Committee of
the Hyogikai isswed the following in-
structions as to “e;task of organiza-
tion of the part;

“l1. The Distric
the Hyogikai sha
committees of °
tive districts

g

olitical Bureau of
irect the political
unions in respec-
ghall organize a

special- com” scommittee for
the organizati party,
“2. The said comrigittee shall be or-

ganized with ‘two- ‘three members
from each affiliated; union together
With the members pinthe District Pol-
itical Bureau. These members of the
committee shall degote their time en-
tirely to the assigned task.

“3. The work ofsthe committee is:
a) to hold localgconferences with
other labor organigations; b) to con-
duct agitational and propaganda work

h as mass meetings, placarding
and broadcasting .quaets etc.; c¢) to
assist the Peasant,¥Union in carrying
out its program; d)ste fight against
the tendency to ,organize scattered
local parties; e) go.carry on discus-
sions on the program of the party.

“4, The Central Political Burean
shall issue a draft of a program -and

mittees shall dfscuss them in the light
of the specific local conditions.

“5. The local committees shall send
weekly reports to the Central Polit-
ical Bureau.”

N the 10th of August the prelim-
inary ¢‘Conference for the organ-
ization of Proletarian Party” was
held in Osaka. 11 labor organizations,
two peasant organizations, one polit-
ical organization (the Seiji Kenky
Kai) and two Suiheisha (parish) or-
ganizations were represented in the
conference by 56 delegates.

The more important of them were
the Japan Peasant Union, the Japan
ese Federation of Labor (the feder
ation joined the conference in spite
of its advocation of local parties), th:
Government Factory Workers’' Feder
ation, the Nihon Rodokumiai Hyogi
kai, etc. The conference resolved t:
establish a permanent preliminar:
committee for the-organization of th:
Proletarian Party, This committec
was elected.

The drafting of the narty program,
the outline for the future tasks of the
committee, the program for the sec-
ond conference, the financial affairs,
etc., were also decided on.

EFORE the opening of the confer-

ence, a certain amount of uneasi-
ness was expressed as to the possibil-
ity of the flaring up of friction once
again between the split Sodomei and
the Hyogikai, thereby endangering
the conference.
was unfounded and through skillful
maneuvers of left wing delegates the
conference closed with vietory on
their side. The appearance of a na-
tional party of the proletariat has

thus been assured at this memorable |

Osaka conference.
The left wingers will endeavor to
put the following demands ,among

This fear, however, |

will actually be adopted is a matter
o) future interest, for it will show the
relative strength of the left wing in
the 'movement,
1. Down with imperialism and its
wars, *
2, Self-determination to Korea and
other colonies.
3. Hands off China.
4. International unify of labor.
. Those who toil the earth shall
own it.
6. Eight-hour work day and full
mainténance for unemployed.
7. Workers’ control of industry.
8. Universal suffrage to all from 18
years. of age.
9. Freedom of press, speech, asseni-
ly_and organization,
10 "Abolition of all gag-laws (peace-
)resgrvation law etc.).
11. Abolition of Upper-House, Privy
ouncﬂ “Genroes”, etc,
12 A workers’ and peasants’ gov-
emment.
/ A MONG other activities of the left
A wing minori(y of Japanese labor,
we must count its international activ-
ity first. When the[ Chinese textile
started a colossal fight
J&H‘ world imperialism early this
the Japanese revolutionary
w ﬁkers at once responded to the call
of'the Chinese workers and started an
engrggtic protest movement against

thel _own imperialistic government.
vement was relentlessly 'sup-
pr‘é by police and gendarmerie,

seusﬁ ‘of international solidarity of

most ' bhckward masses.
&” invitation issued by the Nihon
)qmma Hyogikai to the del-
atgs of the Russian uhions and con-

pan ‘1&’ also a topic worthy of men-

but it hu succeeded in awakening the |

the wquing class, even amongst the

sequent visit of the delegates to Jao

By TANI TANI

masses to shake hands with the R\u-
sian workers who have accomplished
their revolution.
HIS desire had no opportunity to
express itself for eight years ow-
ing to the complete blockade set up by
the bourgeois government. The burst
of enthusiasm manifested by the Jap-
anese workers in meeting the Rus-
sian delegates on their way through
Japan is quite understandable in con-
sideration of these facts,
At the same time the contemptible
attitude and laughable confusion of
mind manifésted by the Japanese po-

‘lice authorities regarding the un-
 welcome guests is also quite under-

standable, when we remember the
high tide of the revolutionary labor
movement in the country. There is
nothing more fearful for the Japanese
bourgeois government than the inter-
national solidarity of the revolution-
ary elements withtn the country. The
new “peace preservation law” which
imposes ten years’ imprisonment upon
revolutionary workers is aimed at
discouraging their intemaﬂonnl active
ities,

IN spite of all such meums of sup

pression and obstacles, the Japans
ese working class is more and more
closing up its ranks with the interna-
tional labor under the leadership of
the left wing minority. It has already
declared its intention to join one in-
ternational when it will be formed.

It refrains at the present from join-
ing either to the Amsterdam or to
the Moscow Internationals. As a mat-
{~r of fact, this is the result of the
tactical move on the part of the Jap-
anese left wingers to nullify the re-
cent attempt of the right wing leaders
to push the Japanese organized labor
into the mire of the Amsterdam Inter-
national and thereby firmly establish

. others in the platform of tane Proleta tion.' ‘It has been a long cherished | the rule of reformism in Japan.,
Union issued a call to organize a pre- | organizational plan. The local com. | rian Party. How many or .nese pojnts | dream of . the Japanese working .  (End of series.) i
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