Labor in

The rising of a distinct proletar-
ian class in the countries of the Far
East is of the first importance to
the working class movement of the
West. The accounts told in this, the
third article of the series by Com-
rade Semaoen of Java, of recent
strike movements led by Commun-
ists and Red Trade Unions of Indo-
nesia tell a story far more signifi-
cant than a similar number of
strikes with a similar number of
workers an any ocidental country.
For Holland lives upon her colon-
ies, as do various other imperialist
powers, and once the colonial peo-
ples are imbued with the message
of Comsunism, imperialism is
doomed. The fourth and last ser-
ies of these articles, furnished by
the Trade Union Educational
League, will appear tomorrow,
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HAT the trade union movement in
Indonesia is only active under the

leadership of the Communists Is
proven by the .evemts which took
place in earlier days. The small

strikes which have occurred from the
beginning of this year prove that our
working class is willing to undertake
in offensive movement for inereased
walés, guarantees for more certain
vork, etc. From lst May till the
kg of August the following strikes
led by the Red Trade Unions above
mentioned were registered by the
‘ommunist organ Apy. All the strikes
Jeke of an offensive character:
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Far East (Indonesia) s

1. May 5 generd strlke of coach-
men (800 strikers). at the town of
Solo. i

2. May 7, strik@dbf 160 workers of
the sugar factory Pétjanga-an. Police
persecutions: striké’ could not be ex-
tended into a gendral strike,

3. May 9, strike'bf 50 porters at the
railway depot at ¥jikampek. Police
compelled the stffkers to work but
the latter refused’™ People of the dis-
trict sympathized” with the strikers.
Railway manpagemént unable to get
scabs, Porters w8re recruited from
other districts buf refused to work
when they knew they were to break
the strike, Striké’ énded with victory
for the workers,'

4. May 11, um s of 61 women in
the Djombang ruhber factory at Ba-
tavia. Ended iIn a compromise,

b. May 12, strike of 32 werkers in
the lime-kiln at Batavia. Victory for
the workers.

6. May 13, strike in the H. Bunning

i printery at Djokdja and in the Indo-

nesische Drukkery (prints the unofli-
cial propaganda organ of the govern-
ment in Malayan, Hindia Baroe, ed-
itor Hadji Salin, leader of the Sarekat
Islam (opposed to Communists) in Ba-
tavia)., Strikebreakers recruited re-
fused to work. All told 300 printers
involved,

7. May 16, strike of 50 printers in
the De Echo printipg office at Djember
and 40 artists insvhe Tjalja Semarang
theater in the town of Semarang,

8. May 28, strike In the

fal
Pakis sugar rwﬁ at Paty. Strong
oppression hy . On June 7 the

strike was oxmod and then in-

volved 250 workers,
oppression,

9. May 20, strike of 50 workers in
the hospital of Sawah-lunt (Sumatra),
police persecutions,

10, June 2, strike of 50 workers in
the Angtjiwie Hien rice factory at
Babat. The strike ended in victory
for the workers.

11. June 4, strike of 30 workers in
the military engineers’ service at Ku-
pang on Timor Island, where many
deported revolutionaries are living, In |
spite of persecutiong strike contlnixes

12, June 10, partial strike of 25
porters in the Atjeh tramway service
at Langsa. Police persecutions unsuc-
cessful, Strikers won,

13. June 1, strike of 50 prifiters in
a small printing office at Djokdja.

14, June 15, strike of 100 coolies at
the public works in Banjoemas. Strik-
ers won, *

15, July 3, strike of 40 workers in
the Weltevreden steam laundry,

T may be added that I have no cop-

jes of Apy later than July 8, but

from other papers I read of the fol-
lowing:

From the Algemeen Mandelsblad,
Amsterdam, Aug. 26: Armed police
dispersed a demonstration of 100 work-
ers employed at the central hospital
at Batavia on July 27. Twenty of the
demonstrators have been discharged.
Thirty-six workers then Wem. on
strike, 7 arrested.

Twelve of the 86 strikers ’eﬁfvfoyed
at the Semarang hospital, disgharg
One of the strike leaders is Darson
A later telegram tells of this co

Continual police

rade's arrest. He is one of the cl
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erest leaders the Gmnmunllt Party
has. Attended the ‘1920'R. I. L. U.
congress, I think he 'will'be deported
to a small island mmmre in the
archipegalo., i

HE harbor strlk,e'ﬂ' at ' Semarang

(where Comrade Darsonaq s work-
ing) is general, 1,200 men" involved;
400 more join in later.” Hirbor serv-
ice completely stopped, ' Btﬂkebreak—
ers from other places’ rehl’s’ed to work.
A law forbidding the holding of meet-

ings in Semarang mw)co..u lplnz
enforced, A general strike:of 1,000
printers then broke out: Phe printing
firms forthwith consented/to the eco-
nomic demands of the strikers so that
here again a victory for the workers
has to be recorded.” At the same
time there was a strike of printers at
Makkasar in the Celebes.

The harbor strike has gone down,
but the port fleet is at a complete
standstill on account of the sabotage
that is taking place. The Konink-
lijke Pakketvaart Maatschappij has
therefore established a new service
with its own fleet and better working
conditions. The new staffs include
some of the strikers,

THE law prohibiting “meetings will

be a stumbling block to the rail-
way unifon congress due to he held at
Semarang. Of late there has been a
great deal of talk about a fresgh rajil-
way strike. Regarding the congross I
have as yet no news, Perhapg it has

‘| ben postponed or held up.for some
| other reason, 1

~ (Continued tommw.)
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