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on the British

The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labolir
Unious afiirms that the British miners’ strike is at present pas-
sing through
‘months of heroic struggle. - ) '

At home, in British, the mine owners, bourgeoisie and
State are lined up against the mingers, Come what ma{,
capitalists are determined to bring the miners to their
To this end the Governutent is passing
duction of the eight-hour working day
ground; the Government is threatening the trade unions with new
laws that will render null and void the right to strike, and is
thereby preparing to break up the trade umon movement. Muni-
cipal relief for the strikers is being reduced and in many loca-
lities completely stopped: Joynson-Hicks is carrying..out mass
arrests among the miners. : . .

In order to carry disintegration into the united front of the
miners. the coal owners for their part are submitting district
agreements in the hope of smashing the courageous, rock-firm
army of the miners. Having broken -that army into separate
cections, the mine owners will tighten up their pressure along
the whole front thrown up by the miners, and this will be
immediately made use of by the entire bourgeoisie fo undertake
an autack against the whole working class. The “‘compromise”

legislation for the intro-
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memorandum of the Bishops is one of the methods adopted by
Government and the employers to shake the miners’ ranks.
In face of this concentrated pressure of the bourgeoisie the
‘behaviour of the working masses of the miners remains astonish-
ingly militant. Io spite of thegfact that certain groups, including
the miners’ leaders, have wavered, the majority of the strikeis
turned down the ﬁishops' memorandum. Thereby the miners
of Britain have given_us all to. understand that they will remain
in their old positions:’ “Not a penny off the pay. not.a .second

-on the day! National agreements only!”

But despite the furious attack of the entire British bour-
geoisie victory would be secured for the miners were the trade
Union movement ot Britain and the whole world to actively
support the strikers. Yet in this direction we are witnessing a
treachery and open sabotage on the part of the General Council,
the Amsterdam International and its affiliated body, i. e. on
the part of organisations designed to delend the interests of the

working class, that is incredible in the history of the trade union
movement. - - o

No one any longer doubts but that the General Council
broke the geueral strike at the very peak of that movement. No
matter what excuses the General Council may make to the wor-
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king class throughout the world, it cannot hide the fact that

from the very beginning. inside the General Council they were

against the general strike and against the ‘miners. It was only
under tremendous pressure from the masses that the (eneral
Council adopted the miners’ programme of demands. But as soon
as its became plain that the carrying out of that programme
of demands would require a determined and-daring struggle
along the whole front of the labour movement, the General
Council shamefully sold the working class by taking their
stand with the bourgeoisie, and proposed to the miners that they
agree to' the notorious Samuel memorandum which at bottom
stood for the salvation of - capitalism at the expense of the
working class, at the expense of wage reductions for the

miners, ' :

By turning down that memorandum the mass of the mine
workers condemned the General Coucil leaders. In order to es-
cape being justly condemned, the General Council, by means of
hypocritical promises to help the miners, moved that the Miners’
Federation postpone the Conferénce of Executives appointed for
June 25th. Having ‘got their way in this matter, the General
Council forthwith turned front against the miners. In name of the
General Council Bromley published an article in which he tried
to prove that for all the General Council’s treachery the people
to blame were'-the miners. and the Geneéral Council had never
made any' promise to support the miners’ programme of de-
mands. g : ,

A still more manifest instance of the General Council’s
treachery we see in the last meeting of the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee in Paris. As the resolution adopted by the Plenum of the
Central Council of the Trade Unions of the Soviet Union states,
the - British - Delegation “refused to go into the question of the
miners”. e

At a moment when an army of workers over a million
strong were holding out against the incredible pressure of the
united employers in spite of all threats; at a moment when
distress’ among the three millions of the mine working masses
had reached its highest point, the General Council refused to
consider the question of helping the heroic fighters in Britain.
Such a step is to be found nowhere in the history of the working
class’ strike struggle.

No less treacherous is the behaviour of the Amsterdam
!uterna_tional and .its affiliated bodies. Like the General Couancil
It too immediately put a stop to the assistance for the strikers
that had been begun as soon as it knew the general strike had
been called off. Like the General Council, the Amsterdam Inter-
national isolated itself from the miners and tried to isolate the
latter from the rest of the working class. But the miners’ strike
continued and the need for help grew. And it is from this need
that the Amsterdam International and its afiiliated organisations
Want to extract the maximum material advantages. Amsterdam
nobly” proposed giving a loan, but demanded certain material
Securities for this loan irom the miners. The Dutch Trade Union
Federation headed by the “radical” Stenhuis is demanding 4%
for the loan, whilst the General Federation of German Trade
Unions headed by Leipart and Sassenbach whose business
acumen is higher, is demanding 11%.

That is the way Amsterdam and its henchmen want to
Secure the prosperity of ‘thefr funds by drawing on the blood
of the mirters out on strike, their funds being dearer to them
than the interests of the British miners, than the interests of
the spearhead of the working class.
ho The majority of the International Trade Secretariats have
Shown themselves no better in this strike. The Miners’ Inter-
National has most outrageously sabotaged all support what.
‘oever of the miners. Husemann, the President of the German
":Hners, the most powerful section of the Miners’ International,

2 concluded an agreement with the German mine owners,
m“':?ms chief coal competitors on the continent, with a view to
!ha Ing the most out of the British strike. From Germany more
T;" -5 million tons of coal have been imported into Britain.
one British transport workers and railwaymen, as well as those

the continent, are transporting scab coal into the European

Ports and bringing it over for British Industry.

con The striking miners are thus surrounded béoa close cordon
AmSlstmg of the sabotage of the General uncil and the
Oneslflaﬂ‘dﬂm International and its affiliated organisations on the

nd, while on the other they are faced with the solid front

of the united capitalists and bourgeoisie of Britain and the

whole world. . . . P

-Only those sections affiliated to the R. I L.U. -have fully
carried out to the end their duty of intermational class soli-
darity. With unexampled enthusiasm, the revolutionary unions
of the U.S.S.R. responded to the British. miners’ struggle by
sending themr a large measure of assistance to the amoumt of
over 4,5 million roubles. The revolutionary unions of France and
Czechoslovakia, and the revolutionary working masses of other
countries have given what they can of their Sméy resources 10
help the strikers. It -is only from the R. I. L. its affiliated
bodies, and all honest workers that the British miners have
met with moral and material support. That support they will

have right to the end. )

The Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labour
Unions appeals to all its organisations and to the whole inter-
national proletariat steadily to continue the collection of funds.

The British miners are fighting in the forward positians
of the working class. The economic significance behind this
tremendous struggle is that of struggle against the feudal orga-
nisation of industry. From the general class point of view the
British miners’ struggle represents a reflection of the pressure -
of Capital which is threatening 1o go over to the general offen-
sive not only in Britain but throughout the whole world. And
any such offensive will mean not only a worsening of working .
conditions but also efforts to smash the entire trade union mo-
vement, will signify a strengthening of the reaction and a threat

of fresh wars.
With their blood and with their need the British miners
are advocating and defending the interests of the world pro-
letariat.
One and all, help the striking miners!
The Executive Bureau of the Red International of
Labour Unious.
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[ POLITICS

The Yugoslavian-Bulgarian- Conflict..
By N. Mermet (Belgrade). .

.The collision of autonomist comitadchi at Kriva-Palanka
with a Servian detachment which occurred some weeks ago,
%:ve rise to a great to-do in the irresponsible Yugoslavian Press.
The belligerent tone of the Imperialist circles of Belgrade was
accentuated. The Government of the Kingdom of the Serbs,
Croats and Slovens exploited this frontier incident, which was
immeasurably overrated, to sound a great alarm im Erope. and
believed. in view of the constant working up of public feeling
and in the confidence reposed in the strength of the army, com-
paratively one of the strongest in Europe, that - {he moment had
come to gain the ends, which they had in vir.w for some con-
siderable time: 1. To get hold of the rich co al-fields of Pernik,
near the Yugoslavian-Bulgarian frontier; 2. ‘o prevent Bulgaria
from raising the loan, which she wants {0 ‘joat with the aid of
England; 3. by means of agitation ag ainst the autonomist
agents in Macedonia, to augment the terr or regime just on the
eve of the local elections’ whichr are bein g held about this time
in Macedonia, Servia and Montenegro, as these elections are

of great importance.
But a check was experienced b ¢ the ruleré in Belgrade,
who from the beginning of the co’ nﬁict had played 1hegprin-

cipal role.

. It is known that the appet'.te of the Italian Fascists is
insatiable. Mussolini is mot cor tepted with his claims in the
Mediterranean, in Dalmatia ar 4 Alabanesia. Wich England’s
approval, Italy is constantly jr acreasing her power in the Bal-
kans, and is aiming at becom’ jng the European arbiter of affairs
in that territory. The Bulga) -jan Foreign Minister, Burov, and
the Prime Minister, Liapche’ 4 act upon indications irom Roine.
Italy intervened in Belgrac ;e England, too, mntervened at the

uest of Italy with the yygoslavian Minister jor Foreign
Aftairs, Nintchitch, in fa' ;our of Bulgaria. The tone and the




