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Pan-Pacific Laer Conference

(From Rotes Gewerkschafts Bulletin)
Translated by Whittaker Chambers.

The question of a Pacific Confer-|

ence was first broached by the Aus-
{trian delegation at the II Congress of
the R. 1. L. U. (1922)
when an armed clash
United States and Japan seemed im-
minent. But the immediate danger
was removed and, together with that,
the calling of a conference was post-
poned. The Conference of Far East-
ern Transport Workers in Canton in
11924 at which representatives from
|China, Indonesia and the Philippines
were present, created a substitute.
That conference established a secre-
{tariat in Canton, for the purpose of
maintaining relations between all the
' countries of the Pacific Ocean and for
publishing a bulletin.

Fake League Confab Shattered.

Presently the situation
the fore again. The League of Na-
tions as well as the II and the Am-
sterdam Internationals became inter-
ested in Pacific questions. The
| League of Nations opened a branch

in Tokio, the Labor Bureau of the!

League of Nations decided to call a
Pan-Asiatic Labor Conference. This
plan; whose realization was entrusted
{to Suzuki (chairman of the Refbrm-

ist Trade Union League in Japan) and |
Joshi. (General Secretary of the All-|

| Indian Trade Union Congress), was
'8
Chinese workers.
linquish his ideas.

In August 1926, the Japanese gov-
ernment established in Nagasaki an-
other (certainly not a labor) confer-
| ence which set itself very broad ob-
jectives, Japan hoped to create a
| Pan-Asiatic I.eague of Nations in
which she weuld play first fiddle. But
the sweeping plans of the Japanese
government proved a fiasco. Despite
the strikingly cautious measures and

Suzuki had to re-

at the time |
between the |

changed. |
The problems of the Pacific came to|

hattered by the opposition of the]

work, is forcing the countries of the
{ Pacifie under American culture and
American influence. The countless
scientifie, cultural, student, and other
conferences, called by the Institute
serve the same end, Japan, on the
other hand, bases her efforts on the
Pacific sociefy, created under the di- |
rect protectorate of the Japanese gov-
ernment, with headquarters in Tokio
and in the principal cities of other
Pacific countries, but whose activities
do not embrace labor circles. |
The Australian trade unions did not |
relinquish their idea.
All Pacific Labor Represented.
The conference planned for May 1st
1927, in Canton, was thought to be
extremely significant. In its organi-
zation committee sat representatives |
of the Trade Union Council of -Syd- |
ney and of the Chinese Trade Union
League. Careful measures were taken |
to ensure wide representation from |
the Chinese trade union movement,
from the center and left wing of the |
Japanese Trade Unions and from the
Japanese Peasant Movement which it |
is known,stands in close relation with
the workers. Other delegates from |
the J_-anese colonies, Formosa and
Korewu, (rom the Philippines and In-
{ donesia, from the American coast of
| the Pacifie, i.e., from Canada and the
United States, Mexico anl Central |
America, were to participate.
Chiang’s Betrayal.
| The latest event, Chiang Kai-shek’s |
betrayal and, as a result of that, the
turmoil in a whole series of south-
eastern Chinese provinces, and in
Canton itself, radically changes the
| situation, Despite the statements of
Lin Tin Sin, the present right Kuo-
mingtang dictator in Canton, who has |
promised his “support” to the delega- |
tion of the Central Committee of the |
Trade Unions of the Soviet Union, it |
is very doubtful whether it will be
possible to open the conference. The
{trade union movement is today forced

|
|

. | the very guarded utterances of the;into illegality. At Li Tin Sin's orders |
o delegates, public opinion in the Far|hundreds, if not thousands, of the

0

Eastern countries was not deceived as
te the motives of the initiators. It

 most active workers are being ar-
{rested in Canton. We have reports

t | is sufficient to note the leading ar-|of the innumerable sacrifices of the
n | ticle in the completely bourgeois pa- | Cantonese railway workers. Commun- |

-
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per “Mingo Shibao” which says:
Reformist Conference Fiasco.
“Under the cloak of Pan Asiatic

{ists, and all that seems to hint of |
! Communism, is hunted down. The
{union between Hankow, Shanghai

r thought the other Asiatic peoples are and Canton is .1"'0!\'(‘_"~_ And, on the |
l- to do vaoman service for the Japanese | other hand, the imperialist powers use |

y

interests. Japan hopes to protect her-

| every means to hinder the conference. |

- self against the anti-imperialist move- ;lTh‘f government of the Australian
1- ments in the Soviet Union, China and | Union, for example, refuses to visa
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in Mongoiia by a Pan-Asiatic® move-

ment directed against the Ameri(-zmI

and Furopean imperialists.”

In anticipation of an inevitable
|armed conflict America and Japan
carry on a lively propaganda in the
countries of the Pacifie. The United

States has founded in Honolulu the
so-called Pacific Institute, and, thru
this powerful medium and an all-em-
bracing agitative -and propagandistic

IOTORS TO COAST

tine ambassador to the United States,
bidding goodby at Washington priot
hrough cighteen states to the Pacifie

yeredon the Ambassador; the
rred '

{

Misses

{the passes of the delegates from the |
Sydney Trade Union Council. An-
nouncement comes from Japan of the

arrest of the Japanese delegates in|
| Kobe. |
} Naturally this tremendously in-,

creases the difficulties of the pend-|

the interference, if not by the forcible |
dissolution, of Li Tin Sin and the re- |
actionary and imperialist powers who

cifie Ocean where the most vital in- |
terests of the imperialists collide with
indescribable fury with the movement
of the millions of the masses defend-
ing their most elementary national
and class rights, more than ever de-
mands the support and the cooperation
|of the forces of the laber organiza- |
| tions of the Pacific Coasts. It is clear |
that the working class, its struggle,
its organization, and its united ac-|
tion, will soon de¢ide the fate of the |
conflict which amidst incredible suf-
fering, is bursting into flame thruout
the Pacific. The conference may be |
delayed: BUT IT MUST TAKE!
PLACE! The situation in the Pacific, |
the interests of the national revolu-|
tionary and labor movement demand |
it.
» - L I
(The treachery of Chiang Kai-chek |
| necessitated the postponement of the |
| conference to May 156th, and its trans- t
ference from Shanghai to Hankow. |
No news has yet been received of the
events at the conference, |
In addition to the arrest of the
Japanese delegates and the refusal of
the government to visa the passes of
the Australian delegates, lLosovsky
und other prominent members of the
Soviet Union delegates were held un-
der arrest by British officials at
l{onzlgnz. They were later released
-—H. F.).
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ing conference, which is threatened by |
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support him. The situation in the Pa- |
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