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with the workers of the South , and their indignation against the
violence used upon them .
Out of the great struggles of recent months in America

there is growing up a new leadership that will replace the old
reactionary leadership , and lead the masses forward to
revolutionary struggles .

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

Fresh Disruptive Measures of the
Swedish Amsterdamites .

Breach with the Miners ' Union of the Soviet Union .

By A. J. Smolan .

The Extraordinary Conference of the Swedish miners ' unions ,
being held in Stockholm at the present time , has decided , by
31 votes against 28, to dissolve immediately the friendship
agreement with the Russian miners ' union . This decision is not
only a proof of the splitting activities of the reformists ; it shows
at the same time the moral degeneracy and depravity of the
social democratic leaders , and of the workers' functionaries
influenced by them . It must be remembered that in the autumn
of 1927 the committee of the miners ' union , composed mainly
of social democrats , entered into the agreement with the Russian
brother organisation for the purpose of ensuring itself adequate
financial aid in the then inevitable conflict with the powerful
mining company . This conflict broke out at the beginning of
1928 , and lasted more than six months , during which time the
locked -out and striking miners received over one million marks
from the Russian miners ' union .

The committee of the trade union federation , which has now
forced the Extraordinary Union Conference to "settle the Russian
question ", looked on quietly enough whilst the "Moscow rouble
rolled " at that time ; indeed , the social democratic press waxed
very indignant when the money arrived a few days late on one
occasion . At that time neither the social democratic party nor the
Amsterdam International issued any orders for a split , although
in their eyes it must have been utterly reprehensible to accept
money "from the blood -stained hands of the Bolshevist rulers " .
But no ; these leaders , possessed by an irreconciliable hatred of
the Bolshevist system and of the Russian people , could not
prevent the strike of the Swedish miners , and were therefore
glad to accept Moscow roubles to finance this strike , in order
that they might save their funds for the election propaganda of
the Social Democratic Party . It was not till the struggle was
over that the comittee of the union was presented , under pressure
from the Amsterdam International , with an ultimatum : either
break with the Russian workers or be expelled from the trade
union federation and from the splendid miners ' international .
That Amsterdam was able to present this ultimatum is a proof
of the insolence and baseness of the reformist leaders ; all that
the great miners ' international had contrived to raise in the
course of six months , in support of its 4000 striking Swedish
members , was 18,000 marks .

During the election of the delegates to the Union Conference
the social democratic press carried on the wildest agitation
against the Soviet Union and against the communists . That they
only gained a majority of three votes in spite of this is a proof
of the strong sympathy felt by the Swedish miners for the
Soviet Union . The majority of the union members are undoubtedly
in favour of the maintenance of the agreement with the Russian
union ; and the decision was only made possible by the fact that
some of the social democratic delegates , against the instructions
of their local groups , executed the orders of the social democratic
fraction . The leader of this fraction at the Union Conference
was no less a personage than the General Secretary of the Trade
Union Federation , Edward Johanson . A motion for a ballot of
the members was rejected , but this will not help the social
democratic trickters much , for the statutes prescribe that a
ballot of the members must be made as soon as 200 members
demand it. It is therefore quite possible that the decision of the
social democratic fraction will be quashed by the members of
the Union .

The representative of the Russian union , Comrade Schwarz ,
delivered a farewell speech complety settling accounts with the

social democratic destroyers of the trade unions . He emphasised
that last year's strike aid was not sent , as asserted by the social
democrats and bourgeois , by the Soviet State , but was collected
by poor Russian miners , who were anxious to show in this
way their solidarity with their Swedish fellow workers . They
were ready to make the same sacrifices again should th

e

struggle break out once more , and would not permit themselves

to be influenced thereby by the attitude adopted by the capitalist
lackeys in the ranks o

f

the organised workers . The General
Secretary o

f

the Swedish Trade Union Federation was so indi
nant a

t this speech that he informed the union committee th

he could not sit at the same table a
s

the Russian representat

a
t

the intended banquet for the delegates .

Tasks of the Pan -Pacific Trade
Union Congress .

By Hajama .

When the Pan -Pacific Trade Union Congress opens in

Vladivostok on August 15 , the representatives o
f

15,000,000 o
r

ganised workers in the Pacific countries will have gathered
discuss all the vital matters affecting the labour movement in

the Pacific .

All T. U. organisations affiliated to the Pan -Pacific Trade
Union Secretariat ( P. P

.
T
.
U
.
S
.
) , namely , the Australian Counci

of Trade Unions , the All -China Federation of Labour , the Ja

panese Council o
f Hyogikai Unions , the Corean Labour Fede

ration , Indonesian Trade Union Federation , Philippine Labour
Congress , Peasant Federation o

f
the Philippines , the Sovie

C
.

C
.

T
.
U
.
, British Minority Movement , Unitary Federation c

Labour of France and the Trade Union Educational League
the U.S. A

.
, will all take part in the work of this internation !

gathering . The Congress will also be attended by represen
tives from the Revolutionary Unions o

f

India which , only re

cently organised , have not yet been able to affiliate to th
e

P. P. T. U.S.
The Pan -Pacific Trade Union Congress will have to ta

ke

up several important problems . It will have to sum u
p

results of the two years ' work of the Pan Pacific Secretar
draw up concrete instructions regarding the tasks and
methods to be followed by the revolutionary unions in

various countries and discuss several issues affecting the labour
movement in all the Pacific countries .

There is no doubt a
t all that at this gathering chief atte

tion will be given to the struggle against the new war danger.

The Pacific is the storm -centre to -day . Here as nowhere else th
e

interests o
f

the great imperialist powers the U.S. A
.
, Engla

and Japan clash . Japanese and American rivalry , and espe
cially the growing competition between American and British
Imperialism in China may bring about a military collision at

any moment , which may well prove the starting point fo
r
1

new world wide imperialist war . Hence , one o
f

the most im

portant tasks confronting the present Pan -Pacific Congress is

to focus the attention o
f

the broad working masses o
n

th
e

question o
f

the new war danger , and , in this connection , th
e

necessity o
f defending Soviet Russia against the imperialist

powers .

Another vital issue is the question o
f

the role o
f

the trace

unions in the emancipatory movement in the colonies . This
Congress must carefully scrutinise the experience o

f

the Chines
Revolution , so that in the coming struggles to emancipate th

e

colonies from the oppression and exploitation o
f

imperialism ,

the working class may from the very outset take up a fitting
place in the leadership o

f

the emancipatory movement . This
gathering must give special attention to the role the working
class and the trade unions must play in India , which now stands
on the eve of a tremendous development o

f

the national - revolu
tionary movement .

A programme o
f

demands for the workers in the Pacif
countries will have to b

e drawn up a
t this Congress . The

position o
f

the workers in Japan , China , India , Indonesia a
n
d

other Eastern countries recalls to -day the position o
f

the wor

kers a
t the beginning o
f

the Nineteenth Century in England
For in these countries we see the same miserable wage o

b

taining , a 14-16 hour day , inhuman exploitation o
f

female and
child labour , indescribable housing conditions , no labour pro
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ective measures or social insurance for that matter . The mobi-
isation of the workers around a definite programme of demands
should prove a powerful factor in furthering the struggle of
he workers of the Pacific to improve their conditions .

FASCISM

In th
e

various countries o
n

th
e

Asiatic littoral o
f

th
e Growing Proletarian Resistance in

Pacific the revolutionary T
.
U
.

movement is fighting against
great odds to -day .
In China the trade unions have to contend against a white
error regime and must conduct their activities illegally . Com-
pining fascist and reformist methods , the Kuomintang is now
making a bid to get control of the labour movement in China .

There are large numbers o
f

workers lined up in the reformist
anions organised under the patronage o

f

the Kuomintang or-
ganisation . The revolutionary militant elements in the Chinese
abour movement must not only strengthen the revolutionary
llegal organisations , but work actively inside the reformist
unions to expose the corrupt leaders and urge the masses to
ake up the revolutionary class struggle .
Alarmed a

t

the growth o
f

the revolutionary T
.

U. move-
ment, the Japanese Government disbanded the Hyogikai Left
Wing Centre a year ago . The Left Wing unions not only have

to fight the Government , the bourgeoisie and the fascists , but
also a strongly entrenched reformist movement . The marked
Leftward drift on the part of the Japanese working masses is

now strenghening the hands o
f

the Left Wing movement . The
Pan -Pacific Congress must now aid the Left Wing unions of
Japan to reinforce their influence over the masses organisa-
ionally .

In India the labour movement is now forging ahead . We
see that in localities where two years ago the reformists were

in complete control , where not a single Left Wing organisation
was to be seen , large mass revolutionary T

.

U. organisations ,

some having scores o
f

thousands o
f

members ( "Girni Kamgar " ,

the Bombay Textile Workers ' Union having 65,000 members )

have now been organised . The leadership o
f the large strikes

o
f

the Indian workers is passing out of the hands of the re-
formists and being taken over by revolutionary leaders . Govern-
ment repressions have been unable to stay the militant and
widespread movement o

f

the Indian workers . The Pan -Pacific
Congress must link up the revolutionary wing o

f

the Indian
movement with the P

.
P
.
T
.

U. S. and help it to build up a

strong revolutionary T
.

U. movement in India .

It is clear that reformists throughout the world , as evinced by
the Amsterdam International and the International Labour Office
and the reformists of the Far East , are seriously alarmed at the
activities of the Pan -Pacific Secretariat . The sympathy the

P
. P
.
T
. U
.
S
. enjoys among the broad masses o
f revolutionary

workers o
f

the Pacific has prompted the reformists , especially
those in Japan , headed by Bunzi Suzuki , the now famous Ja-
panese Gompers , to counter the P

.
P
.
T
.
U
.
S
. by establishing

their own reformist T
.

U. centre in the Pacific . For several
years past Suzuki has been full of the idea o

f creating just
such a centre , finding support in the Amsterdam International
and especially in the International Labour Ooffice with which
the Japanese reformists maintain close contact . However , the
Revolution in China frustrated these plans . But since the defeat

o
f

the Chinese Revolution , they were broached again . At the
last Geneva Conference of the International Labour Office , the
Japanese reformists arranged with the representatives o

f

the
Indian reformists unions to convene a Pan -Asiatic Conference

o
f Reformists Unions in April , 1929. The Kuomintang unions

were also invited to attend .

But , the Pan -Asiatic Conference will not be meeting this
year . The serious decline of reformist influence in the Indian
T.U. movement coupled with the rapid growth o

f P
.
P
.
T
.
U
.
S
.

adherents in this country and the difficulties the Kuomintang

is experiencing with the new civil war in China , compelled the
reformists in the Pacific to put off their Pan -Asiatic Con-
ference until next year . The fact that the reformists have been
forced to postpone their conference whereas the Pan -Pacific
Trade Union Congress , convened b

y

the P
.
P
.
T
.
U
.
S
. , is to b
e

held on time , shows , a
s nothing else could , how the re-

formists have lost out in the Far East , how the P
.
P
.
T
.
U
.
S
.

has retained it
s

hold on the positions it won , despite the per-
secution and repressions o
f

the capitalist Governments , the
bourgeoisie , the fascists and the reformists !

Italy .

From the Italo -Swiss Frontier .

The spirit of rebellion still lives in the factories and in the
villages o

f Italy . For the poor peasants and workers in Italy
the economic conditions are growing worse from day to day .

The news which comes to us from various parts of Italy tells of
continued reductions o

f wages and o
f

tremendous worsening of
the conditions of work .

Let us chose a few examples at random . The landowners
association o

f

the province o
f

Mantua have decided , in agree-
ment with the leaders of the fascist "trade unions " , to reduce
the wages o

f

the landworkers by 10 per cent . A week's wages
will therefore now amount to 13,60 Lira for a ten -hour day .

A very severe wage cut has been forced upon the bricklayers
and the bricklayer's labourers in the province o

f

Como : the
most highly skilled bricklayers have had their wages reduced
from 3.80 to 3 Lira per hour , while the wages of the labourers
have been reduced from 2.60 to 2 Lire . In the district of Appiano
the labourers ' wages have been fixed a

t

1.70 Lire . This explains
why the bricklayers and the labourers in the frontier district
are so eager to get work in the Swiss Canton o

f Ticino , and
are prepared to accept any conditions , which in turn tends to
depress wages on Swiss territory , a

s

was shown in the recent
strike of the building workers in Lausanne , where , with the
approval o

f

the authorities , Italian strike -breakers were impor-
ted wholesale . In certain districts the bricklayers earn only

1
0 Lire per day . In the year 1926 a bricklayer in the district o
f

Como still earned 550 Lire a month , while today he earns only
about 400 .

The situation o
f

the poor peasants is also very bad . In the
whole province o

f Bologna the landed proprietors have forced
an agreement upon their tenants according to which the tenant
must cultivate the whole area let to him entirely at his own cost
and must then pay the landowner two -thirds o

f

the entire yield .

The appalling misery o
f

the industrial and_agricultural
workers continually drives the masses to rebellion . The workers
and small peasants give expression to their hatred of fascism in

every possible manner . On the first o
f May a huge red flag was
hoisted on a big new building in the Via Carcano in Milan .

On the old city walls o
f

Milan inscriptions were written hailing
the 1st o

f May and the Communist Party ; they were immediately
obliterated by the police and militia . Similar inscriptions were
chalked up in the neighbourhood o

f

numerous factories and
workshops . Thereupon the workers were subjected to a strict
examination in order to ascertain who were guilty , but without
success . Similar incidents are reported to us from nearly all the
towns of Italy .

On May 1
5 , the fascist trade unions o
f

Monza , in the neigh-
bourhood of Milan , compelled all workers to attend a meeting .
The fascist provincial leader , the deputy Begnotti , made a great
speech which was listened to with stoical calm by all present .

At the conclusion o
f

his speech Begnotti called upon the workers

to join in the cry of "Long live the Duce ! " . Not a single voice
responded to his summons . Begnotti afterwards gave a report
of this incident to a meeting o

f

fascist functionaries .

But the workers are beginning to rebel in another manner .

Very serious incidents have occurred in some engineering works

in Turin , and particularly in the Fiat -Lingott , one of the biggest
undertakings in Europe , employing when in full work about
15,000 workers . The fascist trade unions in the metal industry
had recently concluded a new agreement which considerably
reduced the already miserable wages . The workers thereupon
replied with acts o

f sabotage ; they put emery powder in the
ball -bearings o

f

the machine tools . The management , which found
itself in a very difficult situation , was compelled to quieten the
indignation o

f

the workers by postponing the time when the new
agreement should come into operation . But the indignation and
excitement of the workers still continued ; and on the 1st of May ,


