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The Negro and May Day.
By Vaughan Mise.

The intensified exploitation and oppression of the working
class of the world enlarges the scope and significance of May
Day. Long hours , low wages , unemployment , as well as other
forms of rationalisation and white teror , are factors which make
it possible to mobilise our forces for a mass demonstration
against the system responsible for these conditions .

In America today are present the objective circumstances
of a political, economic , and social nature which give the possi-
bility of drawing large numbers of Negroes into the struggle
of the American working class , thus strengthening and soli-
difying its ranks . The Negro proletariat and peasantry are the
most ruthlessly exploited section of the American working class .
Deplorable conditions , and long hours of work , accompanied by
meagre wages force them to live in wretched hovels .

In Southern river towns one finds them living in the lowest
sections close to the water , with poor sanitary conditions
often none at all . Malaria and other virulent diseases are com-
mon . In many instances their homes are inundated in time of
floods . During such occasions their exploitation and oppression
is intensified . Their families receive little or no relief from the
American Red Cross (a bourgeois relief organisation ) or other
similar societies . Last year when Mr. Hoover , now president
of the United States , was head of the Mississippi Flood Relief
the Negroes were hoarded together like animals in tents , throug-
hout the inundated districts , receiving scanty food and apparel ,
and little or no medical attention . They were forced to work on
the cranes and clear away debris at the point of the bayonet .
Hundreds died from famine and disease . In the present Missis-
sippi River flood their lot is the same as it was in all previous
years , forced labour , and not allowed to leave the inundated re-
gions .
The recent lynching of two Negro , tenant farmers in Ar-

kansas because they asked for wages - due them gives a very
small picture of the economic , social , and political conditions of
the farmers prevalent in the South . In this same state in 1919 de-
veloped the Arkansas race riots from the peonage system under
which Negro farmers lived and which still exist in the greater
part of the South . When they sought legal advice in order to
demand a just settlement of their account by the landlords , they
were accused of conspiring to murder the whites . Race riots
ensued in which hundreds of Negroes were killed . Throughout
the South the tenant farmers are bound to the soil living under
semi-feudal conditions worse than slavery . In many instances the
farmers and their whole families must work on the landholders '
plantations in order to eke out a mere existence .
The position of the Negro working women and children is

extremely deplorable . Without protection by social legislation
they are forced to work long hours on the plantations , receiving
in many cases only fifty cents a day . In some instances Negro
women have been held on plantations as peons , and forced to
submit to the brutal lust of the plantation owners , foremen , and
others . In the southern industries their lot is no better . They
invariably receive less wages than the white women workers
and labour under the most distressing conditions . In the state
of Oklahama children as young as five years work all day in the
cotton fields .

In the northern industrial centres their lot is about the same .
Here we find unemployment , hunger , and starvation wages ,
which are only a few of the results of capitalist rationalisation .
Negro men and women workers in scanty apparel can be seen
sleeping in empty boxes , on the platform and wharves , along
the river fronts in Philadelphia .

The treatment accorded Negro workers in other parts of
the imperialist world is analogous . In the West Indies Islands
and particularly Haiti , which is under the domination of the
United States imperialism the natives are virtual slaves . The re-
cent lifting of the ban on the sending of Haitian workers to
Cuban plantations results in the probable importation of twenty
thousand labour under long hours , receiving mere pittance as
wages . In Australia the natives have been practically extermi-
nated . Likewise in Africa millions of natives have been killed
outright . The African natives have repeatedly risen against their
oppressors in an attempt to throw off the yoke of imperialism ,
but their rebellions were always drowned in blood . Here as else-
where working wome and children suffer most . The native

women must raise crops (by primitive agricultural methods ) not
only for themselves and children , but also for their husbands .
whose earnings are not sufficient to maintain even the native
standard of living . Children of both sexes under 14 years of age
work as indentured slaves , and are punished by flogging. They
are paid starvation wages which they never receive , because
they are forced to make their purchases from the company stores
which charge exorbitant prices .

The question of colour is a factor which plays an im
portant role in the economic exploitation of these people . It has
been utilised by the bourgeoisie to divide the ranks of the wor
kers , and has led to race prejudice and white chauvinism . Their
disfranchisement and social oppression can be traced to th

e

same roots , economic exploitation .

These objective conditions of the black toiling masses e
n
-

hance the opportunities o
f

the Communist Parties for work
among them . The struggles o

f

these masses in Africa , America .

the world over are links in the chain of the world revolutionary
struggle . The role o

f

the Communist Parties is to draw these
oppressed masses into the world revolutionary movement , thus
giving guidance , inspiration and impetus to their struggles . O

n

the first o
f May the black and white toiling masses o
f

the world
must unite their forces in a mass demonstration against world
imperialism .

FIGHT AGAINST RIGHT DANGER

Resolution of the Executive Bureau
of the B. I. L. U. Regarding the
Expulsion of Joseph Hais and
Others from the R. I. L. U.

Adopted a
t the Session o
f the Executive Bureau o
f

the R.I.L.U.
of 16th April 1929 .

After the adoption o
f

the report o
f

Comrade Losovsky

on the Vienna Conference and after taking note o
f the pro-

sals which have been submitted by the Commission to the Hais
group , the answer of Hais , Nadvornik and consorts of March
31st , the decisions o

f eight sections o
f

the International Wor
kers ' Federation ( I. A. V

.
) , viz . the metal workers , glass wor

kers , agricultural workers , leather and shoe workers , rail-
waymen , miners , textile workers and building workers , the
report on the activity o

f the Hais group during the last textile
workers ' struggle and the provocative ultimatum which Hais
had submitted to all sections , and after a thorough examination

o
f

the situation which has arisen in the revolutionary trade
union movement of Czechoslovakia , the Executive Bureau of the
R. I. L. U. declares as follows :

1
. Joseph Hais , Halik , Nadvornik , Sikora and Arno Hais

organised a a systematic sabotage o
f

the decisions o
f

the

IV . R. I. L. U
.

Congress , disregarded the directives o
f

the Exe
cutive Bureau , violated the elementary rights o

f proletarian
democracy laid down by the R

.
I. L. U
. Congresses , and esta

blished a bureaucratic and absolute rule which is impermissible

in the revolutionary trade union movement .

2
. Sikora . Nadvornik and other liquidators systematically

sabotaged and throttled the strike movement and acted like
open strike -breakers during the recent textile workers ' strike ,

which attitude was bound to bring about the defeat o
f

this
Strike .

3
. Hais , Halik , Nadvornik and Sikora , against the wish o
f

the overwhelming majority of the members and under the pro
tection o

f

the bourgeois State , postponed the I. A
.
V
.

Congress
which was fixed for March 31st , by means of unworthy ma
noeuvres and by the expulsion o

f

executive members who did
not agree with them .

4
. Hais , Halik , Nadvornik and Sikora , contrary to the most

elementary rules which are binding for all revolutionary or
ganisations , resorted to and are resorting to the bourgeois
State and its police organs in order to seek protection from
the justified discontent and indignation o
f

the workers , instead

o
f leaving the decision o
f

the questions in dispute to the
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highest organ of the revolutionary international trade union
movement, the Red International of Labour Unions .

5. Hais , Halik , Nadvornik and Sikora rejected the proposal
of the responsible commission of the R. I. L. U., which aimed
at arriving at a settlement of all questions on the basis of
proletarian democracy and to leave it to the masses of members
of the I. A. Y. to decide the question which of the contending
parties is worthy to stand at the head of the revolutionary
trade union movement of Czechoslovakia and what must be the
political line of the I. A. Y.
6. Hais , Halik , Nadvornik and Sikora refused to support

thestriking and unemployed members in order to exert pressure
upon the decisions of the sections , although it is generally
known that the funds in the hands of the Central Committee
belong, not to the trade union bureaucrats , but to the members .

7. Hais , Halik , Nadvornik and Sikora mask their unheard-
of proceedings in the ranks of the R. I. L. U. by hypocritical
phrases about their fidelity to the R. I. L. U. and their sub-
mission to the decisions of the R. I.L. U. Congresses , the sole
object of which manoeuvre is to deceive the revolutionary
workers of Czechoslovakia and the whole revolutionary trade
union movement .

In view of the circumstance that all these actions are
aimed at disorganising the revolutionary trade union movement
of Czechoslovakia , disarming ideologically and organisatio-
nally the fighting Czechoslovakian proletariat and weakening

it
s fighting power in face o
f

the united front of the capitalists
and reformists , in view o

f

the fact that this whole group bears

a
n outspokenly reformist character , that its ideology and prac-

tice is in glaring contradiction to the decisions o
f

the IV .

R.I.L. U
. Congress and all traditions o
f

the international revo-
lutionary trade union movement , and that only the enemies o

f

the Red International of Labour Unions and friends of Amster-
dam can conduct such a policy as that conducted by the Hais

I group , the Executive Bureau decides to expel the instigators
and organisers of the split in the revolutionary trade union
movement of Czechoslovakia Josef Hais , Halik , Nadvornik ,

Sikora and Arno Hais , from the ranks of the Red International

o
f

Labour Unions .

THE BALKANS
The Resolutions of the VIII . Party
Conference of the Balkan
Communist Federation .

A short time ago the Balkan Communist Federation held

it
s VIII . Conference . The conference was participated in by the

Yugoslavian , Bulgarian , Roumanian and Greek Parties , as well

a
s b
y

the recently founded Albanian Communist group .

After a thorough discussion o
f

the situation in the Balkans
and the common tasks of the Communist Parties o

f the Balkans
the VIII . Conference of the Balkan Communist Federation un-
animously adopted three resolutions , each o

f which we shall
publish in turn . The first resolution reads :

The Political Situation and the Tasks o
f

the Balkan Communist
Federation .

I.

The general political situation in the Balkans at the present
moment a

s well as the situation in the various Balkan countries
can b

e correctly characterised only from the point of view o
f

th
e

preparation o
f
a counter -revolutionary war against the Soviet

Union , conducted b
y

international imperialism with Great Bri-
tain a

t the head . In view of the strategical importance o
f

the
Balkans and the importance o

f

the Balkan peoples a
s

cannon-
fodder , British imperialism is persistently working to establish

a Balkan united front and to include it in the general anti -Soviet
front . The new Franco -British agreement will facilitate and ac-
celerate the solution o

f

this task . The Balkan States , which are
dy

pressure o
f Anglo -French capital and in spite o
f

the resistance

o
f

Italian imperialism , to come to an understanding under con-
ditions which will be dictated to them by their powerful "pro-
tectors " .

The Franco -British agreement , which is mitigating the inter-
Balkan conflicts , pushing into the background the local Balkan
wars and a

t the present moment reducing the acuteness of the
Italo -Yugoslavian crisis , produces a

t

the same time in the
Balkans the acute danger o
f
a war against the Soviet Union .

The all -round preparations for war against the Soviet Union
will influence the general inner and international policy of the
Balkan governments : placed under imperialist control this po-
licy will be conducted with greater rapidity in this direction .

It is therefore the chief task of the Communist Parties of
the Balkans in the period that lies ahead to mobilise the broad
working masses against the war danger , to organise and conduct

a mass struggle against the planned anti -Soviet and counter-
revolutionary war and for the defence o

f

the Soviet Union . This
task is to be carried out in the sense of the theses on the fight
against war adopted by the VI . Congress of the Comintern . The
Balkan Communist Federation must make it its special and chief
task to support effectively the various Communist Parties o

f

the Balkans in the carrying out of this their chief task and to

ensure their close co -operation among themselves a
s well as

with the Parties of the neighbouring countries (Hungary , Tur-
key , Soviet Ukraine , Poland , Italy etc. ) .

The Balkan Communist Federation draws the special atten-
tion o

f

the Communist Parties o
f

the Balkans to the decisions

o
f

the VI . World Congress regarding the carrying out of the
International Day for the Fight against War . The increased
danger o

f

war in the Balkans imposes upon them the special
duty o

f exerting all their forces for the all -round preparation
and energetic carrying out o

f

the international demonstration
against war . This demonstration must express in a clear and
impressive manner the firm will of the working masses in the
Balkans to defend the Soviet Union with all means and to con-
vert the imperialist war into civil war . The Communist Parties
in the Balkans must in this connection overcome all difficulties
which arise from their illegal or semi -legal position and must
not shrink from any threats o

f

fascism and any raging white
terror .

II .
The advance o

f

international imperialism in the Balkans ,

which has become particularly apparent since the imperialist
States adopted the definite aim o

f crushing the Soviet Union by
armed force , more and more converts the Balkans into a semi-
colony o

f imperialism . International finance capital is taking
advantage of the crisis which the Balkan countries are under-
going as a result of their economic backwardness , their financial
and economic devastation after the war and their unbearable
indebtedness , in order to seize the natural riches and chief sour-
ces o

f

existence o
f

the Balkan peoples . Ever greater portions of
the coal mines and oil wells , of the forests , of the means of
traffic and o

f

the great industrial undertakings are getting under
the control o

f foreign capitalists ; ever greater portions o
f

the
incomes o

f

the Balkan workers and peasants are being applied

for redeeming the war and reparations debts , for the payment

o
f high interests on the new slave loan in the form of super-

profits which the foreign capitalists are drawing from their
banking , commercial , industrial and other concessions , all o

f

which bear a colonial character . The Balkans are being rapidly
converted into an appendage o

f

the capitalist economy o
f

the
imperialist States , into a purveyor o

f agricultural products and
raw material for their industries , and the Balkan peoples are
being converted into an object o

f

cruel imperialist exploitation ,

plundering and oppression . "

The struggle against advancing imperialism which is

threatening the economic and political independence o
f

the Bal-
kan peoples , is inseparably connected with the struggle against
the war against the Soviet Union which is being prepared .

The Communist Parties of the Balkan must devote special
attention to this struggle . The common front o

f

the workers and
toiling peasants in the Balkan countries , as well as on an inter-
Balkan scale , must be established for the successful conduct of
this struggle . The Federation o

f Workers ' and Peasants ' Repu-
blics in the Balkans is the slogan under wihch the struggle
against imperialism will be conducted .




