
FOR THE UNITED FRONT, FOR THE UNITY OF THE 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 

T HROUGHOUT the world the workin~ masses 
are watching with the greatest anXIety the 

Bacchanalia of the fascist hoo1i~ans who are con­
verting the factories and mills mto barracks, are 
watchmg the activities of the grasping herd of 
capitalists who arc trying to throw all the burdens 
of the crisis on to the toilers. Two years of the 
transition of the economic crisis into a depression 
have not only not improved the material conditions 
of the toilers, but on the contrary have turned 
whole sections of the proletariat into serfs in bond­
age to the brutal fascist dictatorship. The bour­
geoisie arc utilising the split in the working class to 
take awav from the workers their means of defence, 
namely, the right to strike and organisation. The 
fascist gangs are smashing up the trade unions 
which were founded on the hard-earned money of 
the workers and built up by a whole series of prole­
tarian generations. 

All the measures of international capitalism are 
directed primarily towards bringing about a reduc­
tion in the standard of living of the toiling masses 
at frantic speed, and towards preparing for a new 
imperialist slaughter with a v1ew to a new redivi­
sion of the globe. With a cynicism as yet 
unaparalleled, German fascism is trampling down 
the last barriers on the path towards the prepara­
tions of a robber war directed primarily against 
the Soviet Union. The whole world smells the 
suffocating smoke rising from the camp of the 
fascist bandits. 

The hour for bringing about the united front of 
the proletariat and the unity of the trade union 
movement is more than ripe. "The working class 
has sufficient forces in order to repulse an attack, 
to protect its interests and prevent a new world 
slaughter." The Red Trade Union International 
bases itself on this undoubted rremise in making 
the pro~,>osal to the leaders o the Amsterdam 
Internanonal that joint demonstrations be held on 
May First, and that a start be made concretely in 
respect to the restoration of the free trade umons 
in Germany, and of the unity of the trade unions 
in France and Spain. In order to beat back the 
onslaught of capitalism and fascism, what is needed 
is the united efforts of the organisations of the 
proletariat, what is required is the unification of 
the split trade union movement. 

The establishment of the united front in France 
and Spain, in Austria and the Saar, has already 
shown to the very broadest masses of the workers 
what a force is represented by the united action 
of the working class, and what could be achieved 

in the struggle against fascism and the capitalist 
offensive, if the united front of the proletariat were 
carried out in good time and if all who participate 
in it carry on the struggle to the finish. This is 
why we are aware in advance that the appeal made 
by the Executive Bureau of the R.I.L.U. to the 
Amsterdam International, which is the most 
important document issued in the international 
traae union movement durin~ recent years, will 
meet with full approval and will arouse a mighty 
echo among all the workers organised in the trade 
unions. 

The Red Trade Union International was formed 
15 years ago to do away with the split in the work­
ing-class movement caused by the policy of class 
collaboration pursued in the Amsterdam Inter­
national. It should not be forgotten that the 
R.I.L.U. was formed only four years after the 
October Revolution, during which period Com­
munists throughout the world exerted tremendous 
efforts to transform the trade unions into genuine 
weapons of struggle for the class interests of the 
workers. Long before the foundation of the 
R.I.L.U., the 2nd Congress of the Communist Inter­
national in 1920 demanded that the Communists in 
all countries should 
"enter the trade unions in order to make them into con­
scious organs of struggle for the overthrow of capitalism 
and for Communism ... Any voluntary abandonment of 
the trade union movement, any artificial attempt to form 
special unions unless this is rendered essential by excep­
tional acts of violence on the part of the trade union 
bureaucracy . . . or by their narrow aristocratic policy of 
preventing the broad masses of unskilled workers from 
becoming members of the organisation-is a tremendous 
danger for the Communist movement." 

Only the mass expulsion of revolutionary 
elements and of whole trade union organisations, 
only the splitting policy of class collaboration .Pur­
sued by the reformist leaders of the trade umons, 
led to the establishment of Red trade unions and 
to the formation of the R.I.L.U. 

The R.I.L.U. was formed in order to ensure that 
the trade unions would be converted from bodies 
which shirked and hindered the struggle against 
the capitalists into bodies fighting for the defence 
of the everyday interests of the masses, and into 
levers for the destruction of wage slavery. The 
entire history of the R.I.L.U. is a history of the 
struggle to bring about the unity of the trade 
union organisations so as to carry on active class 
struggle. 

In face of the offensive of capital and fascism, 
the masses of the workers in the trade unions, and 
the trade union organisations in the localities are 



themselves proceeding to bring about the unity of 
the T.U. movement. In France three-quarters of 
the railwaymen organised in both trade unions 
have united. In Spain, the unity of action of the 
Asturian miners, rendered firm by the blood shed 
in the heroic October battles, has led to the imme­
diate unification of the miners' unions in Asturias. 
The R.I.L.U. has declared its readiness to give full 

support to all such efforts made to bring about 
the unity of the trade union movement. The 
R.I.L.U. has declared its readiness to discuss any 
proposals made in this direction that come from 
the leaders of the Amsterdam Trade Union 
International. 

FOR THE UNITED WORKING-CLASS FRONT I 
FOR THE UNITY OF THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT I 

FOR WORLD TRADE UNION UNITY! 
To the Bureau of the International Trade Union Federation 

Paris. 
Dear Sirs, 

The bourgeoisie, taking advantage of the split 
in the trade union movement, succeeded during 
the five years of the crisis in depriving the workers 
of capitalist countries, completely or partially, of 
their political rights and economic achievements. 
The condition of the working class in all the capi­
talist and colonial countries zs ever worsening and 
becomin~ more and more insufferable. The toilers 
are beanng the burden of the crisis. In a number 
of countries (Germany, Austria and Spain) Fascism 
achieved a temporary victory and did away with 
all the legal workers' organisations, workers' press 
a?Zd the mstitutions buzlt by the working class. 
Fascism is threatening the labour movement of 
other countries. At the same time the relations 
between the different countries are becoming more 
and more strained. German Fascism is openly 
preparing for aggressive wars. Japanese imperial­
zsm is continuing its aggressive actions in the Far 
East, seizing one Chinese province after another. 
Italian imperialism is sending its troops to 
Abyssitzia. At any moment some local conflzct can 
give rise to a new world butchery which will bring 
unheard-of calamities to toiling mankind. 

The working class has sufficient forces in order 
to repulse an attack to protect its interests and to 
prevent a new world slaughter. But this necessi­
tates the joint efforts of the working class in the 
struggle against the common enemy, this makes 
it necessary that all the trade union organisations 
come out together, in a united front, against the 
bourgeoisie and for the achievement of the imme­
diate and general aims of the labour movement; 
this makes it necessary that the unity of the split 
trade union movement be restored. 

If the trade union organisations of the world 
would on May First this year come out shoulder 
to shoulder in united ranks against Fascism, the 
offensive of capital and war danger, mch action 

would be of enormous significance. It would be 
of particular importance to carry out successfully 
in the near future an amalgamation of the trade 
unions of France and Spain, where serious steps 
have already been taken in this direction, and to 
restore by joint action the free trade unions in 
Germany, whose mass character is necessary for 
resistance to the attacks of the capitalists and for 
the overthrow of the fascist regime. 

Considering this, the Executive Bureau of the 
Red Internatwnal of Labour Unions proposes that 
a conference be organised of the representatives of 
the Red International of Labour Unions and of 
the International Trade Union Federation for the 
discussion of the following questions: 

(1) ]oint actions of the trade unions affiliated to 
the Red International of Labour Unions and to 
the International Trade Union Federation on May 
First, against Fascism, the offensive of capital and 
against war. 

(z) Assistance in the amalgamation of the trade 
unions in France and Spain. 

(3) Assistance in the restoration of the free trade 
unions in Germany. 

We believe at the same time that it would be of 
great importance to discuss at this conference the 
guestion which is of vital significance to the work­
mg class of the world, namely, THE FORMS, METHODS 

AND CONDITIONS OF THE RESTORATION OF INTER· 
NATIONAL TRADE UNION UNITY. 

It is understood that we are ready to discuss any 
proposals of yours concerning the agenda of thts 
conference. We authorise comrades Racamond 
and Monmousseau to lead negotiations with you 
on this question. 

Sincerely yours, 

EXECUTIVE BUREAU OF THE RED INTERNATIONAl. 

OF LABOUR UNIONS. 

March 7th, 1935. 


