
REPLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TRADE UNIONS 

On the Question: United Front. No. 6 
To the Red International of Labour Unions. 

Solyanka 12, Moscow. 

CITIZENS, 
The Bureau of the International Federation 

of Trade Unions, which acquainted itself, at its 
meeting held on March 14th this year, with the 
proposals set forth in your letter from Moscow, 
dated March 7th, instructed me to answer you as 
follows: 

The attitude of the International Federation of 
Trade Unions towards the Communists' proposals 
for unity of action, a united front or a common 
front was so often established and confirmed by 
the decisions of the Congresses and of the General 
Council, including the recent decisions made in 
Weymouth, on August 29th, 1934, that it may be 
considered that this attitude is sufficiently known 
to the workers' trade union organisations of the 
world. The Bureau has neither the right nor the 
desire to abandon this line of conduct, established 
by the Congresses and sessions of the General 
Council of the International Federation of Trade 
Unions. On the other hand, the International 
Federation of Trade Unions, which observes trade 
union discipline, cannot accept on an international 
scale a united front rejected on a national scale 
by all its affiliated national trade union centres. 

Therefore the Bureau of the I.F.T.U. believes 
that a conference for the discussion of the three 
points of the united front, proposed in your letter, 
can give no practical results. 

As for the problem of restoring organisational 
unity of the international trade union movement, 
the Weymouth resolution of August 29th, 1934, 
determines the attitude of the I.F.T.U. and says, 
basically, as follows: The International Federation 
of Trade Unions has been struggling for 
trade union unity since 1919: this Federa­
tion declares that this unity is now more 
necessary than ever and considers that the 
I.F.T.U. is the base on which the workers of the 

(Continued from page 424.) 
toilers against exploitation by the employers, big 
landowners and financial magnates. 

The Party press must consistently expose the 
part played by the Labour Party in assisting the 
military designs of the government and of the 
Japanese warmongers, who are preparing an attack 
on the Soviet Union. It must devote all its energy to 
improving its methods of ideological struggle 
against our opponents. Only if it carries on a con­
sistent struggle to establish the united front, and if 

world can unite. Therefore the I.F.T.U. calls again 
upon the workers of all countries to join the re~ular 
organisations and through them the International 
Federation of Trade Unions. The latter believes 
that through applying the slogans of unity put 
forward by Moscow the Communist trade unions 
and the Red International of Labour Unions are 
prepared to take up this path. 

The Bureau was able to state with great satisfac­
tion that the National Trade Union Centre of 
Norway which kept aloof from the International 
Movement for many years and consequently 
aroused certain doubts as to its viewpoint on Inter­
national trade union unity, made a decision 
clarifying this question at its last Congress, held in 
December, 1934. In agreement on all points with 
the spirit of the decisions of the International 
Federation of Trade Unions, this attitude of the 
Norwegian Trade Union Centre is outlined in its 
letter dated February 14th, and addressed by the 
Norwegian Secretariat to the R.I.L.U. in the formal 
question worded as follows: "Is the Red Inter­
national of Labour Unions prepared to encourage 
the restoration of trade union unity in all the 
countries where certain groups in the past dis­
affiliated from the National Trade Union Centres? 
A Trade Union International should be based on 
one national organisation in every country." 

Therefore it is necessary that the Red Inter­
national of Labour Unions inform the Bureau of 
the I.F.T.U. first of all whether it is prepared til 
accept the preliminary conditions which the Inter 
national Federation of Trade Unions (and also the 
National Trade Union Centre of Norway) consider 
necessary with a view to the realisation of this 
international trade union unity. 

Accept, Citizens, our Trade Union Greetings, 
On behalf of the Bureau of the International 

Federation of Trade Unions, 
V. ScHEVENELS, General Secretary. 

it develops explanatory work on a wide scale among 
the masses, and makes use of the experience of the 
masses themselves, will we be able to convince the 
toilers of the correctness of the Party line. It is 
important that the :paper should always be linked 
up as closely as possible with the entire mass work 
of the Party, and give a popular explanation to the 
workers as to why they should join the Party, 
should explain to them what the Communist Party 
is, what its programme is, what it fights for and 
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