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The Insurrectionary Movement in India 
By V. CHABR 

THE pace of the revolutionary develop-
ment in India has greatly increased during 

the last few days. We can almost speak of 
the beginning of a new turn, of the going 
over of the masses to insurrectionary action. 
That which happened in Calcutta was murh 
more than a sharp protest against British im­
perialism. It was a collision, the first' bloody 
battle between the revolutionary masses and 
British imperialism. The tenacity, the reso­
luteness with which the masses, who were 
repeatedly attacked, again formed their ranks 
and went over to the counter-attack, is tlw 
outstanding characteristic of these street fights 
in Calcutta. Far from following the slogaas 
of "passive resistance" (or as t~e · newest 
formulation of Gandhi, issued under the 
pressure of mass upheaval, is called: "aggres­
sive-passive resistance,") the masses are ex-

. pressing their indignation at the uninterrupted 
provocations of the MacDonald government 
in their own manner. 

The struggles are rapidly exteRding. The 
whole province of Bengal is actually in revolt. 
The events in Chittagong (Bengal) where 
the insurg·ents inflicted serious losses on the 
English, and where they also succeeded in 
spite of all the efforts of the British t·roops, 
in holding 'up all traffic and transport, show 
the strength of the revolutionaries. The 
spirit with which the insurgents are inspired 
is best characterized by the English conser­
vative paper, the "Observer," which compares 
the present movement with the first wave of 
revolts and comes to the following conclusion: 
"There is to be seen a bitter hostility on the 
part of the crowd towards the English which 
far exceeds the degree of hatred existing ten 
years ago." 

The extraordinary means to which the 
British authorities in India are now resorting, 
the mobilization of troops for the direct fight 
against the insurgents, show how seriously the 
situation in India is regarded by the British. 

The movement is already spreading to the 
peasant masses, and this by no means in the 
passive form of boycott, but in active attacks 
on British troops, in fact one can even speak 
of the formation of insurgent peasant detach­
ments. 

It is thoroughly characteristic that the 
fiercest fights are taking place precisely in 
Calcutta, the big proletarian centre; that th~ 
working class is playing its role as the ad vance­
guard of the movement and stands in the 
front ranks of the fight against the "Labor 
Government" of British imperialism. All 
hopes of a peaceful settlement with India, ' 
now that blood has flowed in the streets ·of 
Calcutta, hav~ vanished, and the efforts of the 
petty-bourgeois elements of the type r;f 

Nehru, Gandhi, and Gupta to hold back the 
movement will likewise be in vain . 

The insurrectionary movement ·in India­
which has been provoked by MacDonald-­
is now being attacked with the sharpest means 
by MacDonald's police. A state of emer­
gency has been proclaimed over the whole 
of Bengal. Hundreds of arrests without war­
rant are taking place. The troops and the 
police are firing _on insurgent workers and 
peasants; the careful distinction which is be­
ing made by the authorities between the ad­
vocates of "passive resistance," who are re­
ceiving milder treatment, and the "terrorists," 
against whom all means are ruthlessly em­
ployed, plainly shows the determination of 
the social imperialists before ::tll to crush the 
revolutionary movement. 

The social imperialist labor leaders, and also 
the Second International, are applauding 
MacDonald's policy: Lansbury · declares that 
the two men who cherish the best, most noble 
and honest feelings towards India are Mr. 
W edgwood Benn, the Labor Secretary of In­
dia, and Lord Irwin-that is to say, the two 
men who are endeavoring to solve the Indian 
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question by means of armored cars and bomb­
ing planes. 

Every day brings fresh news of the devel-
opment of the revolt in India. In such cir­

cumstances it is impossible to overemphasize 
the importance of active support of the Indian 
fight for freed om by the European proletariat. 
Proletarian solidarity in England and in the 

Q! 

other imp~rialist countries, proletarian mass 
actions for India are the immediate duty of 
the workers' organizations, and before all of 
the Communist Parties. The Indian move­
ment is entering on an acute stage. Here it 
no longer suffices to give good advice, but it 
is necessary to prove the unity of the revolu­
tionary fight by deeds. 

Defend the l\1eerut Prisoners! 
By L. BURNS 

· QN March 20, a year ago, the thirty-two 
Indian proletarian revolutionaries, the 

leaders of the revolutionary workers · move­
ment of India, were arrested and imprisoned 
in Meerut. They have been charged by the 
Anglo-Indian authorities with conspiring "to 
overthrow the sovereignty of His Tvhjesty 
the King in British India with a view to the 
establishment of a Socialist State under the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and . the 
supreme command of the Communist In­
ternational." 

These men are charged with endeavoring 
to achieve their aims by organizing a Com­
munist Party, Worker-Peasants Parties and 
Revolutionary Trade Union Organizations 

·in India with a view to embittering relations 
between labor and capital, by inciting them 
to strikes and by publishing papers and using 
every other means of propaganda and agit­
ation. 

Although the Meerut Prisoners were ar­
rested a year ago, their case has only recently 
been submitted to the High Court where it 
is now being heard without jurors, despite 
the ccntinued protests of labor organizations 
in every part of the world. A lot of "cooked 
up" evidence is being used at this trial, about 
400 witnesses, some coming even from Eu­
rope, having been called, among whom there 
are many provocateurs and spies. 

It would be hard to overestimate the sig­
nificance of the Meerut trial. Like a 1mirror 
it reflects the whole political situation in India 

today; the intensification of the class strug­
gle, the advance of Communist ideas, the 
progress of the revolutionary workers' move­
ment, the growing role of the working class 
in the national emancipatory movement, the 
reactionary policy of MacDonald's imperial­
'ist Government, the treachery of the native 
bour,geoisie, the strengthening united front 
between the workers of . Great Britain and 
India and many other development~. 

The Meerut trial was "framed up" by 
the British authorities to stem. the remarkable 
development of the labor movement which 
started in India in 1 92 7. 

Ever since that year the whole of India 
has been swept again and again by mass 
strikes. During this struggle the Left Revo­
lutionary wing, which had been formed be­
fore this time, be~ame crystallized, for the 
:vorking class trusted it with the l~adership 
of the struggle and it quickly extended its 
influence among the workers at large. Power­
ful revolutionary trade unions were begin· 
ning to be formed in the country. The work­
ing class was beginning to take active part :n 
political life, demanding not only complete 
independence for India, but the establishment 
of a Soviet Republic. The revolutionarv 
emancipatory movement, directly it wa's 
headed by the workers, began to develop rap­
idly and become sharper. Brutally exploited 
by imperialism and the feudal landowners, 
the Indian peasantry slowly began to raise 
their heads. 
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Alarmed at the growing threat of the revo- at its head, in office today. So far from any 

lution, the British imperialists mobilized all change in the Cabinet improving the situation, 

their forces. to .fight the revolutionary work- we .find that two other comrades were arrested 

ers' movement. Their aim was to smash the in connection with the Meerut Trial. The 

workers' . movement before help could arrive authorities bluntly refused to have the case 

from the great reserves of the Indian peas- , tried by jury. The prisoners were put on a 

antry. Their first move was therefore io far severer regime than previously. While 

"round up" the .finest leaders of the workers comrade Campbell, the representative of the 

and in this fashion "behead" the movement. Communist Party of Great Britain, who in-

Among the arrested men-who belong for tended to be present at the trial as the political 

the most part to the Communist Party ur adviser of the arrested men, was refused a 

the Worker-Peasant Parties-you will .find passport to India. · 

such popular individuals, well-known to all The Indian nationalist bourgeoisie, who 

workers, like Dange, one of the leaders of fear the revolutionary working class move­

the Revolutionary Union of the Bombay Tex- ment far more than imperialism, completely 

tile Workers, the leaders of several revolu- support all the terrorist measures instituted by 

tionary Bombay unions, including the Girni the Anglo-Indian Government and welcome 

Kamgar Union and the Great India Pen in- the present Meerut trial. · As a matter Gf 

sula Railwaymen's Union; Joglekar, Nimbkar fact it is the Indian bourgeoisie who are in­

and Mirad jkar; Muzaffar Ahmed, the creasingly urging repressions against the 

Chairman of the Worker-Peasant Party working class movement. 

of Bengal; Thengdi, Executive Committee Indeed, the responsibility for the Meerut 

member of the Trade Union Congress and trial must be laid wholly to the door of the 

many others. reformists in the Labor Movement. Together 

Besides the Indian comrades charged in with the imperialists and Indian bourgeoisie 

Meerut, there are several representatives of they have been shouting from the house-tops 

the revolutionary wing of the British Trade that the danger of Communism was threaten­

Union Movement-Bradley, Spratt and Hut- ing India, that Moscow was getting control 

chinson-who are also accused of conspiring · of the T. U. movement, that insurgent ele­

"to overthrow the sovereignty of the King ments in the country were receiving "Moscow 

Emperor in British India." This is a clear • Gold," et,c. With their continued lies and 

example of 'the growing ties of solidarity misrepresentation the reformists prepared the 

springing up between the workers in the im- ground for the terroristic measures instituted 

perialist countries and the oppressed colonies by the Government. 

who are joining forces today to smash im- Having arrested all the leaders of the new 

perialism and capital, their common enemy. Left wing unions in accordance with a care-

All the men arrested on the Meerut charges · 'fully laid plan, the Government had hoped 

were "rounded up" at the same time, w1th to disrupt the whole m~vement and leave 

the exception of comrade Hutchinson, who the masses without a leadership when , the 

was arrested later. On the night of March struggle was at its height. But all these care-

20,- when the arrests and searches were made ful plans fell through, for the working cla:;s 

in Bombay, Calcutta and the other towns, of India has reached a stage of development 

troops were moved into the factory districts today when the arrest of a few individual 

for the authorities feared possible "disturb- leaders cannot stay the development of the 

ances." Searches were made everywhere, the movement as a whole. 

comrades who had to be arrested being hunted Despite the outrageous attacks of rabid 

down like beasts. reaction, the masses did not loss their heads. 

. The Meerut trial, which began when A wave of protest strikes, mass demonstrations 

Baldwin's Conservative Government was yet and meetings swept the country. This was 

in power, is still continuing although you the workers' reply to the Meerut "frame-up." 

have a Labor Government, with MacDonald New leaders, from the rank and file, steeled 
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in the struggle, were immediately put for­
ward to take the place of the arrested leaders. 
Under th~ir leadership the working class came 
out more determinedly and energe~ically 
against imperialism and "their own" bourge­
oisie, and are continuin~ the fight at the 
present time. 

This is amply borne out by the big strikes 
of 1929-30, the political significance of 
which can not be over-estimated. Indeed, they 
show that the working class struggle has been 
raised to a higher plane at the present time 
(witness the five-months' General Strike of 
the 100,000 Bombay textile workers in 1929, 
the General Strike of 240,000 Calcutta jute 
workers, the General Strike on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway and also the recent 
mass political movements of the working 
class, the Ffrst of May Demonstrations, the 
Lenin Memorial gatherings and the demon­
strations on Independence Day, January 26, 
last, etc.) . 

Despite the extremely adverse conditions 
the working class of India is putting up a 
heroic fight. It is the obligation, indeed, the 
duty of the international working class move­
ment to support the workers of _India in every 
way. 

Now that twelve months have passed and 
the Meerut prisoners are still detained, it ij· 
the revolutionary duty of the whole interna­
tional working-class movement to start up a 
broad campaign of protest against the Meerut 
trial, against the interested parties who are 
engineering this frame up-British imperial­
ism and in particular the British Labor Party, 
in office today. This campaign should not L~ 
confined as hitherto only to India and Great 
Britain, or be taken up in fits and starts .:ts 
the ~onths go by. This campaign must be 
pushed forward by all the workers in every 
part of the world. It must be continued 
until the Meerut prisoners are released from 
the jails of imperialism. 

101 

·Indian Labor in Malaya 
THE terrible conditions of Indian contract 

· labor on the rubber plantations have be­
come most appalling. During the last two 
years the greedy British plantation owners 
have gradually introduced new methods of 
exploitation. They have lowered even the 
so-called stipulated standard rate of wages, 
claiming depression of trade necessitates re­
ductions in these already starvation wages. 

They are also now. forcing these inden­
tured laborers to accept task (piece) work 
by forcing them to tap a certain amount of 
rubber trees before they are entitled to their 
daily wage; nor is there any uniformity, each 
British agent prescribes tasks according to 
his own ambitions, thus they vary extensively. 
Such a system ends up in each agent adding 
more ~nd still more trees to tap until the 

. tappers are not able to do the work unless they 
work exhaustively long hours. Every agent 
gives the same excuse one hears in every in-

dustrial concern, East or West: "We must 
compete with other plantations owned by 
Dutch, Chinese, etc." 

The terrible poverty prevailing is inde­
scribable, and together with bad sanitary con­
ditions, lead to every form of tropical disease. 
Another feature of exploitation among the 
indentured labor is the sy~tem of slowly poi­
soning the Indians .by selling a cheap intoxi­
cant known as "toddy." This is drunk by 
the poverty stricken workers who are happy 
to relieve themselves temporarily from their 
terrible . surroundings. 

The PPTU Secretariat is once more draw­
ing the attention of the officials of the 
Malayan Federation of Labor with head­
quarters at Singapore to the need for organ­
izing these Indian workers. A recommen­
dation is being made to give the question of 
Indian Labor a special place on the agenda at 
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the next Congress which is expected to take 
place within the next few months. 

In accordance, with the decision of the 
Pan-Pacific Conference held at Shanghai, 
the Indian trade unions should send special 
organizers to help organize the Indian labor-

ers and to bring them from their isolated and 
unorganized position into the · Malayan Fed­
eration of Labor. This is the only way to 
present a fighting front to the rubber kings, 
who have again decided to curtail productior1 
in order to f orcc up prices. 

I< 01 

To the World's Workers, Peasants, 
Students and Poor People: 

Dear fellow workers: 

In China the conditions of the workers and 
peasants grow constantly worse as the eco-

- nomic and political situation becomes more 
serious. Militarist wars envelop larger areas 
which affect the whole of China. Taxes and 
levies increase both in variety and severity 
which are imposed by the various ruthless war­
lords. Many of the few draft animals the 
peasants have managed to retain are comman­
deered without payment; rice or food of any 
kind and many of the few chattels and tools 
are stolen in order to feed and aid. the armies. 
Extensively large numbers of , poor workers 
and peasants themselves are even dragged 
from their homes and families ' and impresesd 
into service by heartless and self seeking mili­
tarists, to serve as carrying coolies, etc. 

In several cities many large factories have 
closed down. This applies to almost every 
important industry, including : cbtton) silk, 
flour milling, match, oil milling, tobacco, etc. 
Thus large masses of workers are thrown 
into the already countless numbers of starving 
unemployed, who are left to die in the alley­
ways and streets. , 

Reductions in wages, and hours limited 
only by endurance are imposed. Contract;rs 
(employment agents for foreign as well a·; 
Chinese employers) continue taking advantage 
of the poverty of the countryside. They ac­
tually buy, for a low price, young girls and 
small children. These are inducted into what 

actually amounts to slavery for a specified 
time, and are used to replace adult labor in 
the mills and factories. ·In some cases these 
contractors receive whatever. wages are paid 
these unfortunates, and even a percentage of 
the wages of adult laborers for whom they 
obtain positions. 

In a few cases where factories have re­
opened, as high as 30 per cent reductions in 
wages are inflicted. And the relative burdens 
imposed by these reductions judged in rela­
tion to a drop in the value of silver exchange 
to nearly one-third, resulting in relatively in­
creased prices, makes the suffering become 
appalling, even for the employed. 

The net result of this terrible situation, 
directly attributable to the exploitation of the 
native bourgeoisie, landlords, usurers, the im­
perialists through their compradores an.i 
bankers, is the fact that 80% of the Chines!~ 
population do not get enough to eat while 
30 million are in an actual state of famine. 
How many millions die from starvation is 
unknown, but a population reduced in the 
North-west to cannibalism, which is often 
authentically reported by missionaries and 
sometimes reluctantly by foreign traders, can 
be well imagined. 

Comrades and fellow workers of all coun­
tries! In this situation the Chinese masses 
strenuously struggle for an existence. This 
is a condition objectively developing the ma~s 
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movement, but it must be led under mo.:;t 
violent and tortuous subjective circumstances. 

Nevertheless, our affiliated organization, 
the All China Federation of L abor, is gallan:­
ly leading its trade unions in a crusade against 
poverty, disease and death in all important 
centers and industries. This rising mass move­
m ent is meeting with the united and m ost 
brutal opposition of th~ British, American, 
J apanese and French imperialists, who utilize 
every g roup in the Kuomintang, in addition 
to their own troops, to suppress the masse3. 

In Nanking a very large number of work­
ers were dismissed by the International Ex­
port Co., a subsidiary packing company of 
the V esty interests, the British meat trust, 
which employs m ore than 2,000 wprkers. 
The workers replied by demanding better con­
ditions as well as the employment of the dis·­
missed workers. But as the Kuomintang 
yellow union and the R ed Trade Union both 
exist at this factory, and fearing the m asses 
would come under the influence of the Red 
Trade Union, the Kuomintang Social Affairs 
Bureau stepped in with their usual treacherous 
policy: they promised to submit the workers' 
demand for better conditions, and to "de­
mand" the reinstate.ment of the dismissed 
workers, providing, of course, the worke1 s 
stopped all agitation in the meantime. The1r 
aim was to split the workers and to weaken 
their solidarity. 

But after the workers returned on April 
3, wit:h the understanding that all demands 
were granted, they f ound that not only had 
they been cheated out of their demands, but 
m any militant workers were victimized. Later 
the workers were ~olding a protest meetin~ 
when the Kuom~ntang police and soldiers ap­
peared and charged them, shooting and kill­
ing two and wounding several. 

This led to student dem onstrations outside 
the British Consulate and to anti-Japanese 
propaganda directed against the Japanese 
naval f orces who were ashore from the 
destroyer fl otilla anchored at Nanking. Thi :~ 
students' protest was also violently suppressed 
by the Nan king forces. Then Chiang K ai­
shek, desirous of reassuring his imperialist 
masters, especially the British and Japanese, 
issued an infam ous and desperate statement. 

"The G overnment" he said "will not 
hesitate to have a jew students shot (to 
their sorrow the m asses know this), and 
to close some of the universities if the 
students continue to create disturbances." 
An observation made in the editorial in 
the British owned "Shanghai Times" of 
April 8, when quoting the above, says: 

"General Chiang has now intervened 
in the anti-foreign demonstrations of 
the Nanking students, and it is clear that 
the attempt of the youth of Nanking to 
participate in the affair between the In­
ternational Export Co. and its employees 
is regarded by Chiang as having im­
portant political significance." 

Editorially the leading British paper in 
Shanghai, the "North China Daily N ews,'' 
ref erring to increased working class activity 
and its suppression, says: "We may express 
a hope the Chinese authorities in this region 
will give a strong and early l ead . . . Assured. 
they will not have to ask twice for collabon­
tion of the Settl ement." This collaboration 
of course, has been continuous. 

No other comment of ours could more 
eloquently and clearly reveal how the N a11-
king clique is the actual tool and protector 
of imperialist interests. It also incidently con­
firms the close cooperation between the Chin­
ese gendarmes and the British and other f or­
eign controlled police authorities, to which 
the P .P. T. U. Secretariat has ref erred many 
times. 

Following general Chiang's outburst, the 
workers and students of Shanghai rose to 
protest against the murder of the workers cit 
Nanking. They decided to risk an attempt 
to hold an open mass protest m eeting . Under 
the leadership of a special committee includ­
ing militant trade unionists, members of the 
Chinese Communist P arty and other bodies, 
the meeting was organized at the Ningpo 
Guild on Thibet Road. When several hun­
dred workers and students arrived they were 
ni.et by armed police in charge of Chief In­
spector Macintosh, British police officer, 
who closed the hall, arrested several and drove 
away the masses at the point of the pistols, 
after seizing the literature dealing with the 
Nanking incident. 
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The workers afterwards spontaneously de­
cided to hold the meeting at the Peking 
Theatre, situated a short distance away. Here 
they were met by three Russian white guards 
who summoned the police. In the meantime 
they detained a couple of workers who had 
entered the theatre by a side entrance. With 
the arrival of the police a foundry worker 
appealed "Don't shoot, we are your friends 
and will help you." But the policeman did . 
not heed the appeal and threatened to shoot. 

Thereupon this brave iron worker, a mem­
ber of the red trade union, tried to seize th : 
revolver when the brutal policeman shot right 
into his face. Not satisfied with this h~ 
afterwards poured two more shots into th;s 
gallant and loyal worker as he lay on tl1<'~ 

ground, one through the back, the only wound 
reported at the inquest. 

This brutality was then outstripped when a 
person attempted to take a picture of our 
late comrade who was still lying in. the street 
after the masses were scattered: a bloodthirsty 
Russian white guard, employed in the Settl·~­
ment police force, deliberately drew his pistol 
and shot him dead. 

As already reported in the official Bulleti11 
of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat, 
many arrests were made in connection with 
the agitation fallowing the dismissal of th o: 
workers from the Ziang Chong cotton mill 
in the French Concession at Shanghai, in 
which Ying Yu-shun, a young mill girl, was 
shot dead by the police in the middle of 
March. From absolutely authentic sourc.:s 
the P.P.T.U.S. learns that 21 of those ar-­
rested have been held without anything 
transpiring until 6 p. m. on April 6. 

On this day they were taken into a room 
where the most cruel and fi endish atrocities 
ever practised were committed in this jail. 
They were tied and weighted; then wedge­
like pieces of wood were placed in the mouths 
of these innocent mill workers, and driven 
in by force, thus widely separating the jaws. 
Afterwards, one of these "guardians of im­
perialism," taking hold of the lower jaws 
from the outside of the cheeks, pulled down­
wards until the joints of the jaws were dis­
located. To add to the agony the skin frorn 
the back of the hands and fingers was sli~, 

exposing the small bones in the back of the 
hands, which were then · cruelly disjointell 
or broken. A third and atrocious item was 
given after tying these poor victims in :::~ 

chair connected with an electric current. The 
"juice" was then switched on and off', admin­
istering varying degrees of voltage and tor­
ture. 

The torture continued from 6 p. m. until 
1 · a. m. before these insatiable imperialistic 
fiends were satisfied with inflicting their in­
quisition upon innocent mill workers. But 
they "had done their jobs": four of these 
poor mill workers died as a result, and others 
are on the verge of death. After the death, 
one of those brutes who had administered the 
wounds said "It will be a good job if they 
all die." These acts are all committed to 
strike terror into the hearts of the masses 
and to stop the mass movement. 

Comrades and workers everywhere! How 
long shall we allow such brutalities to be in­
flicted upon the struggling masses of China? 
Is it not clear to you that the enemies of the 
Chinese masses are not aLl in China? Many 
times we have asked you to protest agaimt 
the imperialist authorities in Shanghai handing 
over our Chinese workers to the Chinese 
gendarmes for execution. Some weeks ago 
we drew attention to the deliberate murder 
of a young girl by the Settlement police a~ 
the China Edison Electric Co., an America11. 
firm. These police are under the control of 
the British and the same force that shot the 
foundry worker and the photographer. Thus 
again we see the deliberate murder, '6rutal 
wounding and fi endish torturing of workers 
and students-all laid at the feet of the lead­
ing imperialist powers, aided, of course, by 
their Kuomintang allies. 

How long are the British, French, Amer­
ican and the workers of other imperiali<:;t 
nations going to remain silent? Cannot you 
see that MacDonald's government pulls the 
trigger in some of these brutal murders, anJ 
the executions that follow the handing over 
of workers to the Chinese gendarmes? 

They will now try to say the Settlement 
authorities have ·now relinquished control of 
the Courts to the Chinese. But nothing has 
changed; they handed them over before they 
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relinquished full control. But it is still the 
British-controlled police who must first make 
the arrests of workers fighting for their poli­
tical rights. Don't you now see there is no 
difference between the actions of the social­
£ ascist members of the British Labo'r Cabinet, 
the Washington Administration and the 
French Government, etc.? Each and every 
one are parties with the Kuomintang cliques 
and militarists to sla.ughter and torture the 
workers who demand the right to organize. 

The blood of the Chinese workers is 
on their imperialist hands! And now the 
International Federation of Trade Unions 

. will send their mission to China to help in 
this suppression. 

Fellow workers! On behalf of the Chinese 
workers and peasants the Secretariat of · th.e 
P.P.T. U. movement again appeals to you Lo 

prepare gigantic ·protests in every country 
against these outrageous and fiendish crimes. 
We cite only these few crim.es to draw your 
attention to similar acts which are committed 
daily. These are not only committed against 
the working class and peasantry of China. 
Such brutal tactics are practised in Japan, i,l 

- Kore~, Indo-China, Indonesia, etc., and ar:e 
objectively directed against the international 
labor movement. 

This is not an isolated "Chinese .struggle,,. 
although temporarily the Chinese are in tl;le 
front line: it is a fight which politically· and 

10 

AFTER the last great defeat the Chinese 
workers and peasants have not ceased for 

a single moment · to carry on their economic 
and political s'truggles amidst wholesa!_e 
slaught-ering and the most cruel suppress1on 
by the reactionary regime. In Shanghai, for 
instance, in the single year of 1928, there 
W<lS a continuous wave of strikes, which, in 

economically involves the workers of every 
country, especially the British, French, Amer­
ican, as well as the workers of othe·r imperial-
ist countries. · 

Do not hesitate! Act immediately I 
Strengthen your fight for the colonial work­
ers · and peasants! Demand for them the 
right to free speech, press, assembly and or· 
ganization, for which the Chinese are 'giving 
their lives. Stop these imperialist tortures! 

Call mass meetings! Tell of these fiendish 
acts and brutal cold-blooded murders in · eveq' 
factory, mine, mill, etc. Print special ar­
ticles in the workers' press. Prepare one 
gigantic international protest that will con­
stitute an ultimatum to the imperialists and 
their social-fascist friends. 

Remember that the only resolutions these 
imperialist murderers heed are those backed 
by powerful action. Prepare for political mass 
strikes that will inflict heavy losses upon these 
most cruel enemies. Revenge these atrocious 
crimes without delay! Act at once! Long 
live .the struggling Chinese workers and peas­
ants! Long live the International Trade 
Union _Unity! 

Yo~rs fraternally, 

]. DAVIES, 
Assistant General Secretary. 

Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat. 
Shangha,i, April 1 1', 1930. . ' 

point of frequency and the number of work­
ers involved, even exceeded that of 192 7, 
when the revolutionary tide had reached its 
crest. The counter-revolutionary regime in 
China could not, by its very nature, stabilize 
itself; the crisis of the Chinese economy IS 

deepening everyday. These objective condi­
tions bid fair that the Chinese working · class 
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will shatter the last remnants of inactivity 
and enter upon the revolutionary road, fresh 
for new struggles. 

The year 1929 really marked a great turn­
ing point in the history of Chinese working 
class movement. The May Day of 1929 
heralded the beginning of revival. On May 
30, 1929, the day to commemorate the 
Shanghai massacre of 1925, workers from 
different parts of the country assembled to 
demonstrate in the open streets of Shangha:, 
shouting slogans, "Down with the Kuomin­
tang," "Down with imperialism." The 
months of July and August of the same 
year did not pass away without everyday wit­
nessing an average number of 20,000 work­
~rs on srtike. In these struggles the leader­
ship of the Chinese Commlinist Party and 
the Red Trade ·Unions became strengthened 
daily. 

When the imperialist exploiters and. 
the Chinese White generals started their joint · 
campaign to seize the Chinese Eastern Rail­
way, the entire country was confronted with 
mass parades and demonstrations pledging 
armed "defense of the Soviet Union and 
voicing the workers' determination and readi­
ness to overthrow world imperialism. In the 
movement of August 1, 1929, there was mass 
assemblage and big demonstrations wherever 
there was the Communist organ or the Red 
Trade Union branch, or wherever there was 
found Communist influence. 

In Shanghai over 10,000 workers defied the 
police, the detectives, the armored cars, and 
staged a four-hour demonstration in the cen­
ter of that metropolis, on the stre~ts of Nan­
king Road and Fuchow Road. On September 
1, 1929, the International Youth Day, Shang­
hai was astonished to find the appearance of 
red flags. In October, the same year, there 
were big mass demonstrations in Shanghai, 
Canton, Wuhan, Peking, Manchuria, etc., to 
celebrate the Canton Uprising and the Octo­
ber Revolution. There occurred in the same 
month the uprising of Peking rickshaw coolies 
and the clash between police and workers in 
Tsingtao. These events clearly show the in­
creasing intensification of workers' struggles. 

In these working class 'struggles the thing 
that deserves most attention is the fact that, 

during this period, the revolutionary Red 
Trade Unions grew tremendously. The 
Shanghai Trade Union Association, the 
Hongkong Workers Association, and the 
Miners' Association at Kailung, Tangshang, 
are all now revolutionary organizations and 
constitute the pillars of Chin.ese Red Trade 
Union movement. Their organizations and 
influence are growing and spreading everyday. 
The military organization of Shanghai work­
ers is being established. The workers in W u­
han have succeeded to break up the regime of 
white terror and being their series of strikes 
(for instance, they struck in the Yuyuan Tex-· 
tile factory) against their bosses, which have 
brought them victory and successful estab­
lishment of Red Trade Unions. 

On the other hand, if we take a glance at 
those yellow Kuomintang trade unions, we see 
their influence is being reduced rapidly. The 
workers on the Peking-1\tlukden Railway, in 
the textile factories at .Tsingtao, in the. mines 
of Kailuang, and in the textile factories at 
Wuhan, to cite but a few, all adopt direct ac­
tion. They expelled and removed their 
yellow leaders through mass meeting and es­
tablish their own Red Trade Unions. If 
the yellow leaders dared to offer resistance 
they were put down by sheer mass action. 
These reactionary leaders, as a rule, were 
beaten up, expelled, made prisoners, and, in 
some cases, even beaten to death. The one 
time m·ethod of legal and peaceful petition, 
the erstwhile illusions towards the yellow Kuo­
mintang leadership are daily losing their 
ground. The logical alternative is direct 
revolutionary struggle- strike and demon­
stration. 

The general crisis of capitalist world 
economy has not failed to have its repercus­
sions in China. The continuous fall of Chin­
es~ silver and the ever rising prices have so 
ruined many Chinese capitalists that they are 
compelled to close their factories. Already, 
in Shanghai, the Nanyang Tobacco Co., 1 O·t 
textile factories, ·and all the cotton factories 
have become bankrupted. The army of un­
employed has reached an approximate total 
of several hundred thousand. On the in­
ternational unemployment day of March 0, 
the Shanghai unemployed workers, when they 
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staged a huge demonstration, clashed with 
the police who immediately opened fire and 
killed one unemployed worker, wounding 
many. This indicates the struggles of the 
unemployed workers in China. The workers 
in Shanghai cotton factories have organized 
anti-closing factory committees. Likewise, 
workers ·in the Nanyang textile factory an3. 
elsewhere, have organized unemployment 
councils and are still carrying on their strug­
gles against the capitalists. 

The soaring commodity prices have intensi­
fied the sufferings of those now employed. As 
a result, a rapid succession of strikes took 
place. There were more than one thousand 
workers in the Edison Lamp Co. who struck 
for rice subsidy and better treatment. When 
the Kuomintang heard of these news, they 
immediately sent delegates to negotiate with 
the strikers on behalf of the bosses, that the 
former should go back to their work first and 
then talk about terms. The workers did not 
pay any attention to this offer at all. \\There­
upon police force was called to coerct: 
the workers to go back to work. When 
the police arrived they found the workers 
were holding a mass meeting and were de­
termined to resist coercion. The police opened 
fire killing one worker, several were seriously 
wounded and more than ten slightly wound­
ed. But the workers stood the ground, fought 
with the police, had the police chief badly 
beaten, and continued the strike. 

Fallowing upon the heels of the Edison 
Lamp Co. strike, 10,000 workers struck in the 
Shih-ho textile factory, more than two thous­
and workers struck in Tung-hsien textile f ac­
tory, 800 workers struck in the street car com­
pany and the iron factory, both situated in the 
French Settlement. Then there were strikes 
in the match company and in the Wood 
Sowing Company. On the piers the small 
truck men also struck. But the most important 
strike of all was the one that occurred in 
both the old and the new Municipal Electric 
Companies in Shanghai, which involved more 
than 4,000 workers and shook the entire city. 
All these strikes were led by the Red Trade 
Unions, and most of them won their de­
mands. Still in the fomenting stage are the 
<:oolie strike in Y ang-shou-pu, the strike in 

T'sung-hsien textile factory, in the Foo-fong 
and two ·other flour factories, in the Eastern 
Asiatic Hemp Manufacturing factory, etc. 
The object of all these· past and coming 
strikes is to oppose dismissal of workers and 
reduction of wages, to demand for the in­
crease of rice subsidy, and to oppose the yel­
low leadership and the reactionary Kuomin­
tang. From the above facts it is evident that 
every economic struggle is closely linked with 
the political struggle. 

Preparations for May 1st are being 
made by the Shanghai Trade Union Associ,1-
tion, and many organizations will participate 
in this May Day demonstration. A prepara­
tion committee has been organized by the 
joint effort of the Shanghai Anti-Imperialist 
League, the Free League, the Shanghai Stud­
ents' Associations, all the Shanghai Red Trade 
Unions (such as Telephone and Telegraph 
Union, Street Car Union, Post Union, Rail­
way Union, Arsenal Union, Textile Union, 
Rickshaw, etc.), the unemployed organiza­
tions, and the soldiers' committees. It has 
been decided that all workers, students aml 
soldiers declare a general strike on 'May 1, 
and stage a monster demonstration. At first 
the preparation committee was not able w 
get a meeting place under the most horribl(: 
regime of white terror. But they finally suc­
ceeded to hold a meeting by forcibly occupy­
ing a rich man's house for that purpose. The 
master of the house, the door keeper and one 
policeman stationed in front of the door were 
locked up in a small room, the telephone 1r. 

. the house was guarded, and all around the 
house there were placed workers' detectives. 
The master, the door keeper and the police­
man were set free after the preparation meet­
ing was over. 

Let us then turn to ,the ·conditions of the 
Chinese peasants. The incessant militarist 
civil war, the Kuomintang oppression, the ex­
ploitation of the landlords, and the devasta­
tion wrought by war, flood and drought, hav:: 
reduced the Chinese peasants to extremt: 
poverty and misery. There is no way O'llt 
of this situation except by a thorough agrarian 
revolution, by fcrcibly overthrowing the Kuo­
mintang, together with milit::trist domination. 
The recent victories of the Red guerrilla 
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troops and the rapid extension of Sovietism 
are directly traceable to these objective wor­
sening conditions. Up to date the Red guer­
rilla troops have occupied these following 
places: 

In Kiangsi they have occupied the 
Eastern, Western and Southern parts of the 
province, with Nanchang, the capital vf 
Kiangsi, being besieged. There are 81 
Hsiens (or counties) in the entire province. 
The reactionary Nanking government has ap­
pointed one official to govern each of these 
81 · Hsiens; but only ten of them had enough 
nerve and managed to take up the post. 
In the Western, Eastern, Northern and South­
ern parts of Hupeh province, many towns 
and cities are brought under the Red troop:;' 
control. Places occupied by these Red guer­
rilla troops, and where the workers', peasants' 
and soldiers' soviets has been established, in­
clude 24 Hsiens in w'estern Hunan, more 
th~n twenty Hsiens in Fukien, 16 Hsiens 
along the East J3..iver; of Canton province, 
more than 20 Bsiens in Kiangsi, 15 Hsiens 
in Szechuan, 4 Hsiens in Honan, and 3 Hsiens 
in Anhwei. This entire extensive territory 
covers an area m which live more than 
60,000,000 people. 

In the past, it had been the \Vhite 
cities and towns blockading the Red 
cities and towns; now, it is just the other 
way round. Not even the big city of Wuhan, 
which occupies a centrc{i strategic position of 
China, could escape being bottled up. Taking 
the Chinese peasant struggle as a whole, one 
can easily see the fact that in the White ter­
ritories as well as in Red territories, violent 
uprisings have never stopped for a single 
moment. There is now the possibility of es­
tablishing Soviet power in one or several 

, provinces. On May Day, this year, all Soviet 
districts will call a congress, to which w1ll 

· be. sent delegates not only from places where 
Soviets have been established, but also from 
various big cities such as Shanghai, Wuhan, 
Peking, and those in Manchuria, all of whom 
represent workers, peasants and soldiers of 
their respective localities. In this congress 
we will declare our political · platform and 
make it publicly known to the suffering toil­
ers of China, in order that we may further 

extend our future struggle and cloth~ these 
struggles with definite meaning and signi­
ficance. 

We will now turn to the soldiers' move­
ment in China. The Chinese soldiers have 
been serving as cannon fodder in the cease­
less militarist civil wars. The generals, on 
the other hand, become rich and fat if vic­
torious, and, if defeated, they carry, away 
with them money and wealth extorted from 
the people and retire into that happy haven 
of foreign concessions to become rich lords. 
In battles, whether victorious or lost, invari­
ably soldiers die by thousands and hundreds 
of thousands. The crippled, who survive the 
wars, are deserted by all and receive no care; 
those now in service have, not the least as­
surance of being paid. 

The influence of the Chinese Com­
munist Party is extending daily among 
these soldiers, with many Party bran­
ches already established in the various armies. 
The soldiers' revolutionary demands are 
heightening every day. Defection is becomi.ng 
widespread. It occurred in Cheng-ming-chu's 
army in Canton; in Wang-chuan's army at 
Kiukiang, Kiangsi; in the entire army com­
manded by W u-hsiang-san, at Chang-huai, 
Hunan; in the entire New First Division and 
a part of Kuo-yu-tung's army, at Yi-chang 
and Sha-shi, in Hupeh; in the entire army 
commanded by San-chang-chuan, at Chang­
chow, Kiangsu; in the sub-divisions of gen­
eral Shin-yu-shan's army at Pukow; in a 
small section of Hsiung-shi-hwei's soldiers at 
Shanghai; in sections of the soldiers under 
Yu-ya-lung, Bough-kang and Cheng-kuo­
tsai, · at Anching, vV uhu, and Pengpu; in a 
small section of the army which the Man­
churian war lord, Chang-hsueh-liang, des­
patched to the borders of the Soviet Union; 
among the various local guards; and finally 
in Sha-tu-yin's army sent by the Nanking 
government to suppress the Red guerrilla 
troops. 

Although there are soldiers still fol­
lowing the reactionary leaders, all Chinese 
soldiers are revolutionary from the objective 
point of view. Looking at the present situ­
ation as a :whole, we are warranted to say 
that the outstanding characteristic of the 
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workers', peasants' and soldiers' movements in 
China is toward parallel and equal develop­
ment. This has tremendous significance in 
the Chinese revolution. 

Basing upon the above situation we are 
sure that on May Day the workers, peasants 
and soldiers will take action on a grand, ex­
tensive scale. Our chief task will be: 
1. Against the imperialist war. 2. Agaimt 
the militarist civil war. We will turn these 
wars into a class war, into a war for the 
de£ ense of the Soviet Union, into a war to 
overthrow world imperialism. We will carry 
out a thorough agrarian revolution, overthrow 
the imperialist domination together with the 
militarist Kuomintang regime and establish 
the Chinese workers', p_easants' and soldiers' 

I< 0 

Soviet. In order to realize all these objects, 
we must increase and extend our political in­
fluence, develop and consolidate our organr- . 
zation, clear our ranks from opportunism, 
Right tendencies and remnants of Trotskyism 
develop the economic and political struggles 
of the workers in cities, establish Red Trade 
Unions in these struggles, sweep away the yel­
low leaders artd all reformist influences, 
strengthen the proletarian leadership over 
peasants and soldiers, and further extend our 
Soviet districts. On . May Day we will close 
our rankS, and review our forces. Under the 
leadership of the proletariat we will realize 
the Chinese Revolution and the World Revo­
lution. 

·Philippine Workers, Peasants and Students 
Unite Against American Imperialism 

THERE has been a leftward drift of the 
Filipino masses during recent months. · 

This is caused by many factors. During 
recent years the native politicians have more 
openly united with U. S. imperialists. to 
deepen the exploitation of the workers and 
peasants. This is carried out by introducing 
all the worst features of capitalist rationali­
zation in the primary industries, and by sel­
ling the peasants' land to rich landowners, the 
Monasteries and ·American Corporations for 
the development of large-scale capitalist 
farming. 

These lands have been cultivated for gen­
erations by their ancestors, but the peasants, 
given no consideration whatsoever, are being 
evicted by force and their goods and chattels 
disposed of where a debt is involved, as is 
usually the case. Thus large n~mbers. are 
being thrown into the ranks of the prole­
tariat to compete with wage labor in an al­
ready over-suppEed labor market, because the 
modern developments cannot fully absorb 
them. 

Many Filipinos · have hitherto emigrated 
to Hawaii for work in the sugar, pineapple 
and banana plantations, and being American 
subjects, in the fullest sense of the term, they 
have been allowed to emigrate to California . 
to do farm work there. But with the de~ 
velopment of more modern methods of pro­
duction in Hawaii and the constant influx 
of immigrants, opportunities to find employ­
ment hardly exist longer. 

In California, where there are large mas­
ses of American workers jobless, the narrow­
minded have been influenced once more by 
anti-Asiatic propaganda carried on by. self­
seeking capitalist politicians,_ agent provoca­
teurs and reformist labor fakers who seek to 
aid the imperialists by directing the workers' 
attention from the fundamental causes of 
unemployment against a few Asiatic imtili­
grants who have been, in the first place, per-· 
suaded by capitalist agents to leave their own 
homes to work in competition with higher 
paid ·v.rorkers. This has led to race riots 
wherein Filipinos have lost their lives. 
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On the top of these brutal murders com­
mitted by agent provocateurs and capitalist 
bullies in California, Miss Mabel Brum­
mitt an American school teacher at the North 
High School, . Manila, stated publicly that 
Filipinos were "half-civilized savages; sim­
pering idiots, contemptible cads and not fit 
for cocheros" (drivers of the small horse 
drawn two-wheeled FiEpino cart). 

This has brought forth one of the biggest 
political protests ever launched in the Islands 
in recent years, incidentally proving the Fili­
pinos have more political sense and intelli­
gence than this too zealous upstart, who, in 
a desire to ape her imperialist masters, 
arouses · a whole nation to protest. 3,000 
students immediately struck school duties at 
the North High School where this so-called 
teacher is employed. In public demonstra­
tions they protested not only against the in­
sulting remarks, but demanded the with­
drawal of American teachers from every 
school in the Islands, abolition of the Ameri­
can curriculum-in short, the Filipinization 
of the educational system. 

This led to the dismissal of four student 
leaders from the school. Our affiliated or­
ganization, the Philippine Congress of La-

. bor, giving its wholehear,ted and active sup­
port to the students, urged them to stand 
firm; and demand the reinstatement of these 
four dismissed students as well as the removal 
of American imperialist . agents from all 
Philippine · schools. 

This united the students, workers and 
peasants in a joint fight against U. S. imper­
ialism, and has also led to many other schools 
joining the strike: More than 10,000 stu­
dents assembled in Manila and passed reso­
lutions refusing to return until the teacher 
in question is· dismissed and all victimized stu­
dents reinstated. A parent's organization has 
been formed who have declared in fav:or of 
the students' strike. As usual they are char­
ging the students with violence when they 
resent the actions of the agents of the native 
politicians who try to break up student meet­
ings. But this will not deter the student 
movement. 

The Governor-General and Senator Que­
zon have both appealed to the students to 

return, but have been answered in the nega­
tive. Incidently this once more places Que­
zon and his followers in the camp of imper...: 
ialists and against Filipino independence. 
Quezon and his clique are a"ctive parties to 
the evictions of peasants from their land, to 
the exploitation and murder of Filipino 
workers. 

Their agents in the capitalist C. 0. F., 
Tejada & Co., are equally guilty of aiding 
in these acts of violence, evictions and · ter­
rible exploitation. But the masses are find­
ing the answer under a militant leadership. 
This activity confirms the same tendencies 
exist in the Philippines as in all other coun­
tries. There is a radicalization taking place 
among the masses which is rapidly extending 
and is already forming the only organized 
challenge in the Philippines to the U. S. im­
perialists, their native allies and reJ or mist 
boot-lickers.. 

But the young trade union movement does 
not yet receive the assistance it should from 
the militant trade union movement in u. 
S.A. This great weakness for the devel­
oping movement in the Philippines once more 
emphasizes the need for close and direct co­
operation between the proletariat and stu­
dents of the two countries . 

An Appeal to the Students. 
The following appeal was issued by the 

Filipino Anti-Imperialist League on Febru- · 
ary 15th, the first day of the students' strike. 
This gives an idea of the character Qf the 
struggle and its objective: · 

"We, the oppressed people under Ameri­
can imperialism, do not differ from those of 
India, China, Indonesia, Korea, etc. The 
education that we are receiving is nothing 
but a weapon intended to strengthen Amer­
ican capitalist position in their conquered 
market and financial imperialism ·in the Far 
East. 

"The real aim of education being given 
us under the American imperialists' tutelage 
is not to teach us how to master our own 
destiny as a free nation, but to educate us to 
play the role of willing slaves and to become 
puppets of the mast~r exploiters of the Phil­
lipine proletariat, in order to prolong the U. 
S. dominating power in the Islands. · 
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"When the American imperialists and na-Bato Pact! They have endeavored to 
their lackeys called us names and said that ann ext the Philippines to USA; they fought 
we only 'serve as cocheros,' it means that we for autonomy rather than absolute in depend- . 
are inferior and as such must be dominated ence; they promised cooperation-economic 
by them. But we must remind those lackeys and political-with American imperialism. 
of Wall Street exploiters that 'cochero' is " They have exchanged our· freedom for 

· ea,rning his living with the sweat of his labor, free trade and now they are using independ­
while the American capitalist.s are relying ence issue-thru the Philippine independence 
upon exploitation by sucking the blood of the mission, the Philippine Independence LeagU'~ 
American workers and the suppressed colon- and Independence Congress-as instruments 
ial people-in order to maintain their para- for winning the votes of the masses in the 
sitic life. coming 1 9 31 general elections! 

"Dear fellow students of the North High! "Dear fellow students: our role 1n the 
We are expressing to you our sympathy upon prC'sent and future of our country is tre­
learning that you called a strike as an ex- mendous. W e must organize ourselves 
pression of protest against the insult in-· and with our fighting spmt, side by 
flicted on the Filipino people by the catspaw side with the broad mass of Filipino work­
of American imperialists. It gives, by this ers and peasants, we can ·not only stop all in­
event, the practical meaning of American suits, but we can also effectively fight against 
policy in dealing with us. We must let the imperialism ahd exploitation and set the Phil­
whole country know the facts about it and ippines-the land of our great Bonifacio-:­
ask for their moral support in your heroic absolutely free and independent! 
fight! · "Demand the imme'diate dismissals of 

"Your encouraging manifestation of pro- American teachers who believe themselves 
test against the insult and domination of our superiors and want to enslave us! 
Americans strengthens once more . our . belief "Demand the immediate Filipinization of 
that 'the youth is the hope of our country.' the Bureau of Education' and the Filipini­
It is up to you now to unite and organize and zation of our educational system! 
endeavor to live up to that expectation of ow· "Down with American imperialism and 
heroic past. · . • its puppets! . · 

"You should remember that our struggle "Long live the Filipino independence! 
for complete emancipation cannot rely en- "Down with the annexationists and 
tirely upon the present-day quixotic leader- autonomists! 
ship of both Nacionalistas and Democratas. . "Long live absolute and immediate inde-
They have sold our freedom ·under the Biak- pendence for the Philippines l" 
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The Philippine ''Independence Congress'' 
Q UR affiliated organization, the Proletar-

ian Labor Congress, has given the cor­
rect answer to the fake independence Con­
gress held recently jn Manila. They have 
issued a fighting manifesto which is sure to 
rally the workers and peasants. The PCL 
exposes fiercely the native lackeys of Ameri­
can imperialists as well as the u. s. plunder­
ers. The manifesto opens: 

."After . the bourgeois betrayal of our Re­
volution, for more than three decades we 
have unceasingly cried for independence 
through peaceful means. We have been de­
luded by promises through patriotic utter­
ances of our so-called patriots and national 
leaders and willing! y accepted anew their 
leadership in our struggles for freedom. But 
what have we got? What have they accom­
plished?' Nothing! 

"Through peaceful means and through 
academic discussion regarding our independ­
ence aspirations they achieved nothing ex­
cept that they have become active participants 
in the permanent retention of the Philippine:; 
under American imperialists. Through loyal 
cooperation of the Filipino bourgeoisie with 
these imperialists, they have paved the way 
for the stabilization of U. S. rule and the 
perpetuation of intensive exploitation of Fil­
ipino workers and peasants. The bourgeoisie 
betrayed, through acceptance of political bri­
bery, our struggles for freedom, and under 
the infamous plank of their Federal Party 
they have sought the permanent annexation 
of the Philippines to the United States." 

Then after noting that the Filipino bour­
goisie has added insult to injury by hypocrit­
ically speaking of independence, the mani­
festo goes on : 

"They openly supported Mr. Stimson's 
anti-independence policy and that of Mr. 
Davis' on diversification of agricultural crops. 
If we understand just why the Americans 
grabbed these Islands and brutally conquered 
and suppressed us through force of arms, we 
easily guage what this "economic develop-

ment'' means. It is not intended to develop 
the Philippines industrially. 

"Industrial development of these Islands 
is a menace to American industries. It is 
antagonistic to American capitalist interests 
in the United States as it was revealed in their 
opposition to Philippine sugar, etc. It may 
aggrevate the problems of America's 8,000, 
000 jobless workers at present menacing her 
much boasted "prosperity," and eventually 
lead her to economic doom. 

"The aim of this so-called 'economic de. 
velopment' or that of 'diversification of crops' 
is but to supply the needs of America's · 
industry for raw matenal. Through mo­
nopoly of Philippine raw materials with ab­
solute control of Philippine market, Ameri­
can capitalists can boast of a successful 
competition with other capitalist countries 
especially Great Britain and Japan. Thus 
this economic policy and mutual cooperation 
between our nationalist chauvanists and 
American imperialism will not in any way 
weaken but accelerate America's political and 
economic domination all over the world. 

"Taking these facts into account, America 
will never give up the Philippines and will 
never voluntarily fulfill her promise of in­
dependence set forth Ill the preamble of the 
Jones Act. After all, it has been shown 
during the world war that an imperialistic 
promise is but a scrap of paper." 

The manifesto then quotes a British Tory 
Minister as the typical attitude of U.S.A., 
who says, "We conquered India by the sword 
and by the sword we shall hold it;" and then 
shows how U. S. imperialists are assisted to 
hold the Islands by giving a selected group 
iSpecial privileges: 

"But in this economic exploitation it is 
not wise for the exploiters to involve in a 
ruthless manner all the bourgeois class. That 
is why they are seeking for the cooperation of 
a selected few, permitting them to gradually 
participate in the wholesale exploitation of 
the toiling masses. They are using these 
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puppets to enhance the grandeur and mag­
nanimity of American imperialism, its hu­
manitarian and altruistic motives in grabbing 
the Philippines, and every once in a while 
they review our progress aehieved since · the 
advent of American imperialism in the 
Islands. 

"Yes, it has achieved progress so far, but 
it was not for the workers and peasants, the 
overwhelming majority of this country, but 
for the American imperialists and puppets! 
The undeniable fact stands unchallenged: 
the broad masses of Filipino people remain in 
their miserable living conditions as of 3 5 
years ago. The only participation, there£ ore, 
these broad masses have had, is in the reverse 
side of this capitalistic progres~, i. e., acute 
unemployment, starvation and slavery!" 

Th'e PCL then condemns sending missions 
to U. S. A., designates the Philippin'e Leg­
islative Assembly a fake parliament and 
points out the "Independence Congress" is 
for smoke-screening their treachery and to 
influence the electorate in 1931. Then it 
is said: 

"In the face of these treacheries and be­
trayals, the Proletarian Labor Congress ( Ka­
tipunan ng mga Anak-Pawis) of the , Philip:..· 
pines earnestly wishes to see the immediate 
creation of a national organ genuinely rep­
resentmg the struggles and aspir<~tions for 
independence of the Filipino people. ,An or­
gan that will lead the masses of the Phil­
ippines in the fight for the complete ·emanci­
pa~ion. To crystallize this proposal into an 
effective mass action and to convert this fake 
Independence Congress into a national fight­
ing organ, the Proletarian Labor Congress 
of the Philippines, ,on behalf of the Filipino 
revolutionary workers and peasants demands 
action on the following tasks: 

"Classification of membership of the In.:. 
dependence Congress, limited to those who 

are duly elected through popular mass meet­
ing in cities, districts, towns, and barrios, and 
genui,nely represent the broad . mass of the 

: Philipp~ne people." 

Then the manifesto calls for the exclusion 
from any independence congress all those 
who participated in the bribery of the Biak­
na-Bato P'act, exchanging complete freedom 
of the ·Philippines for political amnesty and 
nominal participation in a colonial govern­
ment. In short all who have aided in any 
way to fasten U. S. rule on the Filipino 
people, all prominent officials of the Nation­
alista or Democrata Parties, and those whose 
interests directly or indirectly a~e associated 
with those of U. S. imperialists. 

It proposes that a reconstructed indepen- . 
dence congress should ad vocate: an open fight 
against all who advocate retention of U. S. 
imperialism in the Philippines, complete sev­
erance . of social, economic, religious and 
political relations, the inauguration of a mass 
boycott and strike action against all enemies 
of independence. 

As a means for carrying out the tasks it 
calls for "mass meetings in cities, districts, 
municipalities and barrios throughout the Is­
lands and . from these meetings elect delegates 
and popular committees who are to be held 
directly . responsible for the application of 
systematic or centralized agitation and pro­
paganda tending to arouse mass or popular 
consciousness in our struggle for indepen­
dence." . 

"Nothing short of complete and absoluti! 
independence! 

"Fight and Boycott all the Enemies of 
Philippine Freedom! 

"Down with Imperialism and Capitalist 
Exploitation! 

"Long live the E'mancipation of the Fili­
pino People!" 
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The Fruit of a Weak-Kneed Policy 
By HARRISON GEORGE 

THE All-Australian Trade. Union Con-
gress held at Melbourne m latter Feb­

ruary, decided, by a vote of 80 to 7 5, to 
break off affiliation with ·the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat. We are informed 
by J. S. Garden, secretary of the New 
South Wales Trades Council, that the latter 
body by unanimous vote, endorsed the resolu­
tions and decisions of the Vladivostock Con­
gress of the PPTUS as favorably reported 
by its delegates, Roels . and Hannett, and 
thus this important body of some 150,000 · 
workers, which has in general always led the 
Australian movement, remains affiliated to 
the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat. 

If we . recall that through the action of 
the New South Wales workers, it was pre­
cisely the All-Australian Trade Union Con­
gress which first proposed the formation of 
such an organization as the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union .Secretariat, we gather an idea 
of the change·, or rather, the differentiation, 
that has taken place in the Australian labor 
movement since 1925~ 

From an editorial of the Barrier Daily 
Truth of Australia, an editorial we welco~e 
as a friendly though somewhat dolorous sup­
port of the PPTUS, the apt expression of 
the reason for this differentiation is given: 

"As the class conflicts of the sys­
tem become intensified on all fronts, the 
line of demarcation between the revo­
lutionary section of the working class 
and the ref orinist sections becomes more 
clearly marked. Since its outlook is 
permeat~d with a desire to do something · 
towards the ending of a rotten econom­
ic system by working class agitation and 
organization, the revolutionary section 
tends to become more actively militant 
when the class struggle is intensified and 
extended. On the other hand, the re­
action of the reformist section, which 

seeks to stave off re~olution and to make 
capitalism work by ·superficial ad just­
ments, to such an intensification, is to 
swing further in harmony with the mil­
itant elements in the ruling class." 

This comment of our Australian supporter 
is quite true, but still it leaves something more 
to be said which was not said in the other 
part of the editorial; i. e., that although "the 
revolutionary section tends to become more 
actively militant when the class ·struggle is 
intensified," out of a desire "to do some­
thing" to end a rotten system by ·class '•'agi­
tation and organization" - the successful 
raid upon the All-Australian Trade Union 
Congress by ·the "reformists" which resulted 
in breaking with ~he PPTUS, is due exactly 
bec~use this "tendency" of the revolutionary 
sectiOn was not fully carried out. 

That the vote of the Congress does not 
represent the spirit of the rank and file of 
the Australian proletariat is shown by the 
many recent fierce battles waged by the rank 
and file workers, much to the dismay of their 
leaders. Hence it is obvious that the ranks of 
the ACTU by ·no means are imbued with 
the social-fascist provincialism and reaction 
expressed by the Congress. And hence it 
is obvious also that the reason the reactio;ary 
leaders . of. the ACTU succeeded in gaining 
the maJonty - even though a slim one of 
five votes in an assembly of 155 - is that 
the "revolutionary section" was not revolu­
t~onary enough; that in its work of "agita­
tiOn and organization" it stressed agitation 
to the neglect of organization; that it did not 
act upon - if it knew -:- the fact that the 
"re.f ?rmj;t sec~ion" is not only changed in 
positiOn. to swmg further in harmony" with 
the rulmg class, but is gone over to the side 
of the ruling class and acts as agents of fas­
cism with a social base in the working class, 
has become social-fascists. 
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The "reformist section" has been regarded 
as well-meaning but grievously "mistaken" 
comrades·, "good fellows gone wrong," 
whom to put aright we must carry on a labor 
of amicable and always decorous discussion, 
in the meantime by no means "provoking 
trouble" by organizing the rank and file to 
over-ride the authority of these "misguided 
colleagues" - in short, a policy of weak 
knees and "friendly opposition" amounting 
to complicity in robbing the workers' organs 
of struggle, the trade unions, of the power 
to struggle. 

The social-fascist leaders made their fight 
count organizationally far beyond the hold 
that their policies have among the member­
ship. Their demagogy about "White Au­
stralia" has undoubted! y been broken more 
than many of our own adherents seem to 
think. We have a high enough regard for 
the Australian working class to believe that 
the Barrier Daily Truth fully expresses the 
1deas of the big majority w hen it says, con­
cerning this bugaboo raised by. the social­
£ ascists as an excuse to break from the P. P. 
T. U. S., the following crystal-clear expla­
nation: 

"Supporters of the Pan-Pacific Secre­
tariat recognize that the Chinese, J apa­
nese, Indian, and the other workers of 
the East are certainly a menace to the 
workers of Australia; but they are a 
menace not because of their particular 
color or the way they do their hair, ·but 
because of their low standard of living. 
Furthet, any student of . working class 
economics recognizes that no worker of 
a low standard country needs to leave ' 
that country to become a menace. The 
menace consists in his cheaply' produced 
commodity which, in competition with 
the commodities produced under better 
conditions, such as those in Australia, 
gains favor on the markets of the world. 
Indeed, it could be logically argued that 
were they in Australia, the low wage 
workers would be less of a menace. The 
"White Australia" policy cannot cope 
with that position. The only possible 
method is to establish co-operation with 

the union organizations of the low 
standard countries and support them in 
their efforts to raise their standards of 
living." 

The othe~ chief "argument" of the social­
fascist leaders of the ACTU to cover up 
their support to Australian capitalism and 
British imperialism, was that the PPTUS is 
"dominated," as the Barrier Daily Truth re­
marks "from that fearful place~ Moscow." 
This is, of course, the same threadbare and 
moldy cloak worn by every anti-worker capi­
talist agent either inside or outside of the 
working class, and moreover, we would glad-

. ly wager that not even five per cent of Au­
stralia's wage workers, bludgeoned by police, 
shot down when they resist wage cuts and 
longer hours decreed by arbitration courts, 
robbed and oppressed, not even allowed to 
read what their bosses think might arm them 
with knowledge, have any deep tremors of 
their souls at the thought of "Moscow" -
the word that symbolizes the historic fact 
of Workers rule, won - as it only can be 
won- by revolution. And as for the 
PPTUS whether or not the social-fascists 
temporarily, with the aid of the censors and 
other agents of British imperialism, influence 
even a majority of workers against "Mos­
cow" - a supposition which we reject -
still we would be glad to repeat our faith 
in the revolutionary government of Workers 
and Peasants, in the Soviet Union, and are 
proud to record the fact that the PPTUS 
has the affiliation and the fraternal support 
of the 11,000,000 or more workers of the 
All-Union Council of Trade Unions. 

In the September, 1929 and the February, 
1930 issues of the Pan-Pacific Monthly, the 
writer called attention to the necessity of the 
Australian revolutionary workers clarifying 
their policy and making energetic or ganiza­
tional steps to fight the social-fascist reaction. 
What the Barrier Daily Truth calls the "rev­
olutionary section," has the task of sharply 
demarking itself organizationally from the 
"reformist section," and in conducting its 
revolutionary action not only against the ob­
viously visible enemy - the capitalists, but 
also and with decisive sharpness, against the 
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insidious enemy within, the "labor leaders" 
who .fire upon the workers from ambush in 
their own dooryard. And being just a shade 
less reactionary than the worst is no reason 
for the workers withholding their .fire from 
those who as "left" reformists, furnish a 
perfect shelter for the social-fascist leaders 
of the ACTU and the "Labor" Party. 

The .first heal t~y step in this org-anizational 
demarcation was the action of the New South 
Wales Trades Council. This promises much 

I< 0 

for the future, but it would be a mistake if 
the "revolutionary section" were to feel sat­
isfied with this, or become pessimistic about 
overcoming the reactionaries. They have as 
wonderful a chance to smoke out the reac­
tionaries as is given any trade union move­
ment, and we are confident that with a clear 
vision and a real fight the Australian work­
ers will show they are against their mis­
leaders and for the Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
Secretariat. 

New Zealand Miners Affiliate With ·The 
P. P .. T. U. S. 

T HE Secretariat has received an applica­
tion for affiliation from the United 

Mine Workers Union of New Zealand. 
This has been duly accepted with a proposal 
from the UMWU that the affiliation fee be 
set at 2d. per member per annum. This is 
the first New Zealand union to join the 
PPTU movement and therefore deserves 
special mention. It is the rule to obtain affil­
iation from central national organizations 
wherever possible. However, the PPTUS 
movement is not formalistic, so whenever the 
Secretariat is convinced it is in the best 
interests of the trade union movement and 
therefore the working class, it departs from 
this procedure and /tries to obtain affiliations 
from the individual rational unions. This 
is the case in New Zealand where the Alli­
ance of Labor has not yet decided to 
affiliate. 

The international working class has heard 
little about the class struggle in New Zeal­
and, and still less about the part played in it 
by · the miners. It is hardly an accident that 
the miners should be the first to affiliate, as for 
years they have been among the most militant 
workers. Many of us still remember the 
Waiki miners' strike where a militant miner, 
Comrade Evans, was brutally murdered in 
this determined struggle, and when large 
numbers of miners were incarcerated for long 

terms in New Zealand prisons m order to 
smash . the strike. 

This strike was fallowed by a partial gen­
eral strike in 1 913 in which the New Zealand 
workers fought a gallant struggle against 
the organized and combined reactionary 
forces. The fight centered chiefly around the 
transport workers, when farmers were mo­
bilized in the important centers, as blacklegs 
and as mounted armed forces to drive the 
workers back to work. 

But following this period the. reactionary 
trade union bureaucrats gained the upper 
hand and the spirit of the "Redfed," the 

. New Zealand F ederation of Labor, began 
to wane and in its place, the Alliance of 
Labor was organized. Bob Semple, the erst­
while revolutionary trade union leader, to­
gether with others, became a tool of the bos­
ses, and afterwards a prosperous business 
man, who still parades as a labor leader. But 
as in Australia, the post-war period is bring­
ing disillusionment to many a backward 
worker who thought New Zealand "God's 
own Country" or a "permanent workers' 
paradise," as they were wont to believe. 

To put it briefly: New Zealand capitalism 
is in a crisis, large masses are unemployed, 
the capitalist offensive is as sharp as in every 
other country, capitalist rationalization goes 
on with the same intensity and degree, in- T 
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creasing the daily tasks of the workers while 
reductions in wages are taking place. In 
fact, comparatively recently, workers are re­
ported to have been found dead for want of 
food. 

These conditions indicate that relief for 
New Zealand workers can only be had 
through direct united working class action. 
They must act simultaneously with the work­
ers of other countries, especially the workers 
of Australia and of other countries around the 
Pacific. The contact between the workers 
of New Zealand and those of other Pacific 
countries is now established through the Min­
ers Union, who are entitled to a member on 
the PPTP Secretariat because they are the 
only . New Zealand organization yet affiliated. 
The PPTU Secretar iat has suggested that the 
United Mine Workers Union should cre.ate 
a Pan-Pacific Relations Committee which 
should be responsible for extending the work 
of the PPTUS in New Zealand. 

This Pan-Pacific Relations Committee 
should be a bro;,d organization composed of 
representatives drawn from other trade 
unions as well as the UMWU. It could act 
as an ~dvisory body to the PPTUS on New 

I< 0 

Zealand questions. Its main tasks however, 
would be to extend the influence of the PP 
TUS in New Zealand by issuing leaflets and 
pamphlets dealing with trade union and Pa­
cific labor problems. It would furnish 
speakers for trade union branches and organ­
ize · mass meetings directly under its · own 
auspices. · 

In order to establish a wide organization, 
the PPRC should establish branches in every 
city or . district. Not one trade union Con­
gress should take place without an appeal for 
affiliation of the Alliance of Labor, but the 
greatest possiblit ies now lie m the individual 
umons. 

If our newly-affiliated unit will carry out 
these tasks it will not be long bef 9re we 
obtain the Seam ens' and W aterside Work­
,ers' Unions, as well as other sympathetically 
inclined trade unions. The Secretariat de­
sires to draw attention of other affiliated or­
ganizations to these suggestions wliich apply 
equally to .all cpuntries. It is exactly our 
constructive international activity which dif­
ferentiates the PPTU Movement from the 
reactionary organizations connected with the 
Amsterdam In tern a tional. 

C~pitalist Crisis Deepens in Australia 
Arbitration Courts Controlled by "Labor" Government Used to Continue 

Capitalist 0 jf ensive . 

AUSTRALIA · occupies an important po-
, sition in the imperial affairs of Great 

Britain. It is a most important source of 
food supplies as well as of raw materials for 
British industries, especially the woolen . in­
dustry. This island continent is strategically 
situated ·and will be an important naval and 
military base for the next world war. 

The Australian capitalists take care of an 
active part of the British fleet which has rela­
tively increased in power and units in the 
last decade. She is entrusted with a man­
date .in New . Guinea where the Australian 
administrators exercise imperialist oppression 

against the natives as ·ruthlessly as her neigh­
bor, New Zealand, does in Samoa. 

And because the conflict between the im­
perialist powers centers around the exploita­
tion of the colonial and semi-colonial peo­
ples inhabiting countries adjacent to the Pa­
cific, plans are made to enable Australia to 
play a very active and important role in the 
next world war. 

Prior to 191 4 Australian industry was 
largely limited to agricultural and primary 
or secondary industry. Therefore, in addition 
to absorbing general manufactures and form­
mg an outlet for capital exports, it provided 
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Britain with an excellent market for her 
heavy industries, absorbed in the development 
of public utilities essential to expanding capi­
talisrp. There was no real reason for exten­
sive · political interference for the favorable 
situation enabled the ·imperialists to extract 
surplus values without any great difficulty. 

However, we mus't recognize even prior to 
fhe world war,. as the struggle for markets 
.ntensi.fied, the American imperialists and 
.·ven the Canadian manufacturers, did begin 
·::o challenge Britain's monopoly in this sphere 
,Jf the -- Empire. Both countries sent their 

1~oods in increasing quantities, while the U. S. 
imperialists even began to erect plants in the 
packing and some other industries. This 
developing situation was further accelerated 
during the war by a relatively rapid indus­
trial expansion, extending even into basic 
industries. 

Geographically situated far from the rel­
atively over-crowded labor markets of the 
world, within this period of expanding cap­
italism, amidst large undeveloped resources, 
the Australian workers became fairly well 
organized. This at least enabled the indus­
trial workers to obtain relatively good con­
ditions. The task of the employers was 
therefore to neutralize and control the fairly 
well organized -trade union movement. 

This was done by imposing compulsory ar­
bitration, which was an offensive capitalist 
attack to retard the development of the labor 
movement: the Arbitration Court became a 
means to rob the workers of their just ' de­
mands by rendering awards far below what 
could be obtainable by direct action, and to 
enable the . capitalist class to utilize the Arbi­
tration Laws to make a general political of­
fensive against unions which refused to ac­
cept defeat and bow to decisions of Arbitra­
tion Court Judges, and in this they were 
fairly successful. 

But the situation has changed in the post­
war period. Australian capitalism has become 
directly . effected by the crisis in world capi­
talism. The general decline of capitalism 
to a large extent, arrests development in Au­
stralia just as it has done in other countries. 
The Federal and State Governments, in some 
cases~ not being able to obtain loan money 

in London,- have been forced to obtain it in 
America. This tends toward giving the 
American imperialists a firmer hold in Au­
stralia which increases as the United States 
successfully penetrates the Australian market. 

The general internal situation is economi­
cally reflected in the adverse trade balance 
for 1929, the raising of the bank rate and 
higher tariffs. The workers are demagogi­
cally told that these acts are for their in­
terest, but they will produce their corollary 
which deepens the general crisis in capitalism, 
both internally·and externally, and inflict even 
greater burdens on the workers. 

Thus we see Australia has been drawn into 
the international conflict between the impe­
rialist groups and is faced with a general 
internal crisis which is · directly connected 
with the general international situation that 
becomes more critical as the months go by. 
No better illustration could be found than 
the statement of Sir Robert Gibson, Chair­
man of the Commonwealth Bank. He says: 

"The financial position, so far as 
meeting overseas obligations, is difficult 
and indeed serious. . . . It is regrettable 
but unfortunately inevitable that, in the 
immediate future, at any rate external 
trade must suffer." 

In an attempt to avert the crisis which be­
gan to develop more than three years ago, 
and to keep a .firmer hold on this important 
part of the Empire, the British imperialists 
determined upon a more direct participation 
in Australian affairs. This is made doubly 
necessary because of the political develop­
ments internationally. Not only is Britain 
faced with her most potent enemy, U. S. A., 
gaining a bigger economic foothold in Au­
stralia, as in other markets hitherto · regarded 
as exclusively British, and with the danger 
of .financial losses incurred by the deepening 
capitalist crisis, but the strategic position held 
by the Antipodes generally in . the Pacific 
makes it inevitable that British control shall 
be tightened. 

The .first step to secure a greater control 
and security for British capital investments 
and to prepare Australia for its place in the 
next world war, was, as usual, to use every 
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weapon to smash the trade unions in order 
to drag the Australian . working class' con­
ditions to the European level. 

For this purpose the Arbitration Court, 
even· in the period o j capitalist decline, as in 
the period of expansion, has proven a most 
efficient weapon. In one industry after an­
other the Arbitration Court judges issued 
awards inflicting heavy losses upon the work­
ers: first, the seamen, then the dockers, the 
timber workers and the miners. The Bruce 
Government reinforced their offensive by le­
galizing blacklegging, prohibiting picketing, 
making it illegal to call a strike, etc. This 
was done in the Amended Arbitration Act, 
the Crimes Act, the Transport Act, etc., all 
blackleg laws. 

As in Great Britain, the economic losses 
sustained in the capitalist offensive are not 
attributable to the indecisiveness of the rank 
and file, but the main reason is to be found 
in the reformist influences of a most reac­
tionary trade union bureaucracy. The masses 
in most cases have shown themselves pre­
pared to fight and to come to the assistance 
of those engaged in a struggle with the im­
perialists. This was made very clear in the 
timber workers' strike. 

But, matured in the atmosphere of the Ar­
bitration Courts, many of the trade union 
officials have lost all sense of class leadership 
(if any of them ever had any), and are now 
definitely counter..:.revolutionary agents of 
British imperialism, sniping from their impe­
rialist nests, camouflaged as "labor," at the 
advance guard connected with the PPTUS 
and the RILU. Particular reference must 
be made here to the right wing of the Aus­
tralian Council of Trade Unions, Duggan 
and Company, and the leaders of the Aus­
tralian Workers Union, who are working 
hand in hand with the British industrial peace 
advocates, Citrine and Company. 

In an attempt to drive a wedge into the 
ranks of the labor movement, Premier Bruce 
- taking his dictation from London - at­
tempted to have leaders endorse "industrial 
peace," with a view to "joint cooperation" 
between the traitors within the labor move­
ment and the employers, planned along the 

British lines. That this did not succeed can 
be almost entirely attributed to the militancy 
and opposition of the workers themselves. 
The best organized expression of the rank 
and file opposition within the trade union 
movement came fro~ the New South "r ales 
Trades Council, but even here there washes­
itancy and confusion which only strengthened 
Duggan and Company. 

It took the Federal Government's decision 
to abolish the Federal Arbitration Court in 
favor of using only the State Arbitration 
Courts to clearly bring out the weaknesses in 
the Australian trade union movement. It 
was here that many "lefts" were found to 
have consciously on the part of some, others 
unconsciously, hopped completely into the 
camp of Scullin and Company and it must 
be stated that the latter included some of the 
followers of the PPTUS. Instead of giv­
ing a fighting lead against arbitration as 
an offensive weapon of the capitalist class, 
they took refuge in this form of reasoning. 

We are forced to meet an immediate sih'r­
ation in which we have not got powerful 
industrial unions. We are against arbitration 
in principle, but to countenance any opposi­
tion to the Federal Arbitration Court now, 
the backward workers will understand it to 
mean we are in favor of Bruce's policy. 
Therefore, since Bruce is for abolishing Fed­
eral Arbitration we must be against this. 

Thus, some of the so-called left leaders 
(for there was a minority for a fighting pol­
icy), abandoned leadership of the masses. 
Thus the declaration to abolish the Federal 
Arbitration Court played right into the hands 
of the Australian Labor Party, who, we see, 
was not slow to take advantage of it within 
the trade union movement. This Party, be­
ing a Party of the bo\1-rgeoisie, pledged w 
carry out what Bruce's Government had com­
menced, but without abolishing the Federal 
Arbitration C ourt as an offensive weapon, · 
was not returned to power before great dam1 

age had been done in the process. 
This declaration in favor of retention of 

the Federal Arbitration Court orientated the 
policy of the labor movement upon the most 
backward masses. This not only confused 
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the militant masses but actually dragged them 
back to the tail of the Labor Party and con­
stituted a distinctly reactionary step. Ir also 
implied that Federal unionism was dependent 
upon maintenance of the Federal Arbitration 
Court. They only saw Premier Bruce's 
policy as one to obtain a fre e hand to smash 
national agreements and F ederal unionism 
by removing the Court that rendered awards 
on a national basis. 

Many did not see clearly (at least it was 
not emphasized) that this maneuver of the 
employers was not a step against arbitration 
in principle. It was to be retained as an of­
fensive weapon in the various States and con­
stituted only a tactic in the process of d<:lvel­
oping the general capitalist offensTve. But it 
was met by abandoning a principle endorsed 
many times in Australia, to fight against 
Arbitration Courts. 

Our aim is to deepen the differentiation 
in the Labor Party instead of solidifying it. 
The capitalist offensive can only be met by 
militant class unionism on an industrial and 
Federal basis, with its roots deep in the work­
shops, fields and mines, so linked up into a 
fighting centralized National organization. 
But such a development must be coupled with 
a strenuous fight to eliminate every industrial 
peace advocate from the trade unions. 

Instead of this, however, many "lefts" be­
came the shield behind which many traitors 
continued to entrench themselves in the trade 
union field. This enabled the right wing bu­
reaucrats not only to extend their sniping into 
a definite battle against the militant section 
of the trade union leadership, but it also 
helped to entrench the so-called Labor Party 
in the trade unions, a. party of rationalization 
and war, pledged to carry on the economic 
and political offensive started by Bruce, bol­
stering up capitalism with all its increasing 
horrors for the working class as the British 
Labor Party is now doing in Great Britain. 

No more is needed to prove our contention 
than the fact that the F ederal Arbitration 
Court, under the direct control of the Scul­
lin-Theodore Government, continues the un­
abated capitalist offensive, as it did under the 
Bruce Administration: Judge Beeby, the 

same person who imposed wage cuts in most 
of the above cases, has under the Federal 
Labor Government, recently rendered deci­
sions against the metal workers, robbing them 
of many hard-won trade union conditjons, 
imposing upon them compulsory piece work, 
which is a direct means to effect a wage cut. 

The Federal Arbitration Court has also 
issued an award cutting the wages of the 
orchard workers, and the sheep shearers of 
Queensland have likewise suffered a wage 
cut imposed through the Queensland Arbi­
tration Court. In addition, the rural awards 
hitherto granted the Australian Workers 
Union in New South 'iV ales and Queensland 
have been wiped out, giving the employers 
a free hand to take a more open offensive. 

It is thus we see that Arbitration Courts, 
Federal or State, under the control of a so­
called Labor or an out and out undisguised 
capitalist Government, are all the same: they 
are absolute! y offensive capitalist weapons and 
therefore embody no values whatever for 
the working class and must be exposed. Only 
strong fighting unions led by class conscious 
workers can effect the economic and political 
positions and . relationships between the mas­
ter and the wage slaves. Whoever tries to 
maneuver with the trade unions not subordi­
nated to this fundamental fact, consciously 
or unconsciously, plays into the hands of the 
imperialists and their bureaucratic agents with­
in the reformist trade union movement. 

The Scullin Government has proven itself 
equally social-fascist as the social democratic 
regimes in Germany and England. After 
the miner was shot by the police at Rothbury, 
NSW, some of the Australian workers ap­
pealed for protection .from the "Labor Gov­
ernment," demanding that troops be used to 
defend the workers frorri the murderous at­
tacks of the NSW police. The reply of 
Premier Scullin was as follows: 

"So long as I am Prime Minister, the 

military forces will not be employed to 

take, sides in any industrial dispute: in 
this I am supported by every member of 

the Cabinet. We have no intention to 

break the Constitution or the Law." 
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This is the social democratic demagogy 
with a typical social-fascist touch to it. We 
a<re particularly convinced of this when we 
remember that Theodore, the finance Minis­
ter, in the Labor Government, tried to drive 
the Queensland Railwaymen back to work 
with armed forces while he was Premier in 
that State. But the workers are finding the 
answer to this social-fascist Government 
which is determined to uphold the British 
capitalist constitution and British capitalist 
law: at a meeting of .South Coast miners held 
at W oonona, NSW, they passed the fallow­
ing r~solution: 

"That this m eeting demands a re­
fund of the 1,000 pounds subscribed to 
the ALP (Australian Lab9r Party) 
election fund and that the Federation 
disaffiliate from the ALP." 

We see that the ·sharpening, of t~e conflict 
between the various imperialist States, ex­
posed once more in all its nakedness at the 
London Naval Conference, has deepened the 
class conflict in Australia, which prove:; the 
fallacy that Australia is in an exceptional po­
sition and can escape the vicious effects of the 
general decline of capitalism. The Australian 
workers have · entered the same · terrible phase 
as the European and American workers have. 
There are nearly a quarter million unemploy­
ed, out of a population of approximately 
only six million in a country still chiefly en­
gaged in primary production. 

Everyone must assist the Australian work­
ers to maintain their conditions obtained by 
many fierce struggles, but the "White Au­
stralia" policy is aimed to develop a chauvin­
ism in order to blindfold the masses as to the 
real' causes of their growing poverty. They 
speak of protecting industry and limiting im­
migration for the benefit of the workers, at 
the same time they carry on the capitalist of­
f ensive under the direction of the British 
imperialists. 

The first is a me<bns to divide the masses 
to secure the dividends for London and New 
Y ark financiers. It constitutes an attempt to 
weaken their growing opposition to the in­
creasing war danger in the Pacific area. 
Therefore, the militant section of Australian 

labor must demand their leaders to make a 
choice between the class struggle and the 
Scullin-Theodore imperialists. They must 
prepare to oppose openly and uncompromising­
ly the industrial peace mongers and actively 
rally t,he masses to the Pan-Pacific Tradl! 
Union Movement. 

In order to do this, much more active 
work must be done in the factories, the local 
and district trade union meetings. We cannot 
rely alone on the upper organs of the trade 
unions as we have more or less done in the 
past. The ACTU is infested with British 
imperialist agents, as well as the upper organs 
of such unions as the Australian Workers 
Union. 

Nor have the social-democratic officials 
given up the idea of "industrial peace" as 
some of our comrades think. ·They have 
temporarily abandoned it only because the 
various central councils, as the NSW Labor 
Council, who have repudiated it, are backed 
up by the rank and file . 

To render the f uture industrial peace ma­
neuvers abortive the workers must be organ­
ized into factory committees. In every fac­
tory a central organ for directing the work­
ers' propaganda, organization, action, etc., 
must be elected from and by th~ factory 
workers. They must prepare to lead str;kes 
independently and against the Arbitration 
Court bureaucrats as well as the bosses; Such 
Councils as the NSW Trades Council must 
maintain their militancy by calling mass meet­
ings of workers to prepare the masses for 
their place in a counter-offensive against the 
fiercest capitalist offensive in Australian work­
ing class history. 

The Pan-Pacific Relations Committee must 
become a real active body, obtaining affiliations 
to the PPTUS from the individual national 
trade unions and Trades Councils. We must 
prepare to remove · every opponent of the 
PPTUS from the ACTU Executive. 

These are the essential elementary tasks 
preparatory to accomplishing the task of 
strengthening the fighting capacity of the 
trade unions, rallying the masses in a fight 
to destroy the capitalist offensive and mobiliz­
ing the masses to defend the Soviet Union. 
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''Complete the Five Year Plan tn 
Four Years!'' 

\ 

How This Slogan Is Being Carried Out In Soviet Russia. 

SEVERAL stupendous successes were re-
gistered with the conclusion of the first . 

year of the Five Year Plan. The first year's 
results have shown clear enough that not only 
is the Five Year Plan a practical proposition, 
but that the working class has a whole series 
of unutilized reserves which will enable the 
Plan to be completed before the estimated 
Five Years. Already during the first year 
we observe that the estimates were outstripped. 
Whereas the Five Year Plan had estimated ~n 
increase of 21% for the volume of output 
of the heavy industries during that year 
( 1 92 8-2 9), the actual i11:crease was 24%. 

This excellent progress has knocked the 
bottom out of the assertions made by many 
economists that during the Reconstruction 
Period the growth of output in · the Soviet 
Economy would be slower than during the 
Rehabilitation Period. Barely twelve months 
prior to the confirmation of the Five Year 
Plan the opinion was current that during tlh! 
coming Five Years the annual growth in the 
volume of industrial output would not exceed 
12-13%. Indeed, many were of the opinion 
that even this figure was exaggerated. N0 
capitalist country in the world, not even the 
U. S. A. during its years of prosperity, can 
record an annual increase of 12-13% in its 
industrial output. 

The first vari<;~.tions of the Five Year Plan 
already made very clear that the economic 
life of the country could be developed far 
more rapidly. Indeed, as new reserves and 
resources were brought to light, opening up 
wider possibilities of promoting the great work 
of Socialist Construction in the U.S.S.R., a 

new pace was set, which horrified the sceptics 
and was ridiculed by our enemies. 

After much careful work the State Plan­
ning Department (Gosplan) drew up a Five 
Year Plan of National D evelopment Work, 

subsequently endorsed by the Congress of the 
Soviets, which was based on the calculation 
that the annual increase in the volume of in­
dustrial output would be 20-21 % . As the 
results of the first year of the Five Year 
Plan have shown, the pace of development 
en visaged by the Plan was not at all exag­
gerated. On the contrary, the increase of 
industrial output by 24 % in 1928-29 shows 
clear enough that the Five Year Plan's rafe 
of development is cautious to say the least. 

Furthermore, the Five Year Plan did not 
and could not take into consideration, when 
it was being drafted, a whole series of new 
factors that tend to hasten the tempo of 
Socialist Construction. The introduction of 
the non-stop production scheme-the continu­
ous working week-has proved one of these 
factors. Making more efficient use of all 
available equipment and creating extremely 
favorable conditions for the growth of the 
productivity of labor, thanks to the intro­
duction of a five-day week, the new scheme 
has been instrumental in greatly increasing 
output, improving simultaneously working 
conditions. 

The idea of introducing a non-stop pro­
duction scheme arose during the first year of 
the Five Year Plan. This year, too, gave 
birth to another powerful factor that has 
speeded up the work of building up Socialism 
in this country. The Five Year Plan was 
enthusiastically met by all sections of the 
working class. They mobilized all their forces 
to carry out this great work, and during the 
process of the struggle, during the process 
of mobilizing ·the broad masses, there arose 
the idea of a Socialist Competition. 

Socialist Competition has now been caught 
up by all sections of the working class. It 
is the beginning of a neW Communist form 
of labor, a method of drawing all the work-
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ers> all the toilers> into the work o j building 
up Socialism. Socialist Competition aims at 
ca rrying out the Five Year Plan by means 
of strict labor discipline at the factories, get­
ting all the workers to do their bit in im­
proving th~ quality of the output and run­
ning operations on a more efficient basis. 

Thanks to Socialist Competition the esti­
mates of the ,first year of the Five Year 
Plan were outstripped. It was this remark­
able achievement that gave birth to the idea 
among the masses that the Five Year Pla.:1 
could possibly be fulfilled in four years. The 
slogan: ."Complete the Five Year Plan in 
F our Years" spread like wild-fire throughout 
the Soviet Union and has already become th ~ 

m ost popular watchword am01i,g the worken. 
That· is why the Communist Party, the 

G overnment and the trade unions have set 
a faster .pace of development for the present 
economic year of 1929-30 than was origin-

.ally contemplated by the Five Year Plan. The 
control figures for 1929-30 contemplate an 
increase of the volume of output of the 
heavy industry by 32 % -output is to be in­
creased during the present year by one-third! 
But the opportunists and the sceptics claimed 
that these calculations are absurd! Events 
will show them. 

Statistics are already to hand for the first 
fi ve months of the present economic year. 
In comparison with the similar period for th~ 
past year, gross output was increased by 29 % 
during this period. The plan has therefore 
not been lived up to altogether_. which did nclt 
fai l to give our enemies cause to predict th·:! 
ruin and destruction of the Soviet power. 

But this only gave rise to a new wave 
of enthusiasm among the masses. Socialist 
Competition was raised to a higher plan,~ , 

giving birth to a widespread ((Shock Brigade 
m ovement!> at the factories. Hundreds of 
factories, thousands of shops and millions of 
workers, who have joined the "shock brigade 
movement" are now fighting enthusiast~cally 
on the economic front to fulfill the plan. The 
fine progress made is already to be seen. All 
the big steel plants, engineering shops prod­
ucing agricultural machinery, and the mines, 
are now keeping pace with the estimates. 

Despite the rejoicings of our enemies a~ 

all our setbacks, the plan will be fulfilled. 
Already now, we have an increase of 29% 
and although this falls short of the estimated 
32 % , such an increase could never be 
dreamed of in any capitalist country, and, 
as it stands, far exceeds last year's results. · 
But there are still seven months to go. We 
still have to put into operation new plants 
that are now being finished. And then, we 
still have to introduce the non-stop production 
scheme and the seven-hour day all over th.:: 
country. The workers of th{s country, the 
millions members in the "shock brigades 
movement" are convinced that the plan will 
be fulfilled. 

The Eiconomic Organs are now beginninl_s 
to draw up the control figures for next year. 
The Supreme Economic Council has already 
a system of so-called controls to gauge in­
dustrial development. Starting with the pro­
mise that the plan will be fully completed 
during the present year, the Supreme Econo­
mic Council has computed the growth of out­
put during 1930-31 at 49.6 % or nearly 
50 % , the increase of output for the heavy 
industry being placed at 60 % ; for the minor 
manufacturing trades at 3 9 % . 

Not without interest is a comparison be­
tween the present rate of development and 
the developments that were contemplated by 
the Five Year Plan. For . example, according 
to the Five Year Plan the value of the gross 
industrial output during the third year of the 
Plan was placed at 19,949 million rouble~, 

the "controls" estimate this figure today at 
26,798 million roubles. This last figure is 
well in the neighborhood of 30,400 millioi1 
roubles, which was estimated for the last year 
of the Five Y ear Plan, 1932-33. In other 
words, the Supreme Economic Council is con­
fident, as these preliminary ·figures show, that 
the Five Year Plan will be completed in three 
and a half years! 

Of course, all these calculations are still 
in the rough and serve as a means of orienta­
tion. But they truly reflect the scope and 
scale of the great work of construction under­
taken in this country and are firmly based 071 

· (lctual possibilities. These calculations show 
that the slogan of "Complete the Five Yeaf 

1 

Plan in Four Years! " which arose among 
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the rank and fiJe, is a living, vital slogan that 
can certainly be realized. 

The brilliant success on the industrial front 
already predetermined the successful advance 
of the reorganization of the agricultural 
trades. Here again many developments show 
that all the estimates of the Five Year Plan 
were left far behind. Already today, during 
the second year of the Five Year Plan we 
have exceeded the collectivization plan. Today 
57 % of the peasant homesteads have been 
organized into large-scale collective farms. 

· The estimates for the construction of Sovi ..:t 
State farms have likewise been outstripped. 
Thanks to the large numbers of tractors, 
agricultural machines and fertilizers, etc., 
sent to the rm:al districts, the strengthening of 
the working alliance between the working 
class and the poor and medium strata of th ~ 

peasctntry (and the consolidation of its lead­
ing role in this alliance), the basic masses 
of the toiling peasantry are now joining the 
collective farms. 

The extension of the socialist sector jn 
agriculture has already enabled us during the 
present year to solve the problem of our grain 
supply. During the present year the collec­
tive farms and the Soviet State farms w1ll 
supply 50 % of the, marketable grain, where­
as the kulak homesteads never supplied any 
more than 20 % . 

!n the very near future Soviet Russia will 
be able to renew its grain exports . . 

The problem conf ranting us now is that 
of cattle breeding, where we are still behind. 
By the same methods of encouraging in every 
way the organization of large Soviet and 
Collective cattle breeding ranches, we ·. shall 

be able to cope effectively with this extremely 
important problem. 

The advance of collectivization in the 
country has paved the way f or the root ing 
out of the last remnants of capitalism. With 
the broad movement of the poor and m edium 
strata of the peasantry into the collective 
farms seen everywhere, the question arose of 
liquidating the kulak as a class, w hich provide:l 
the only breeding ground for capitalism i~1 
Soviet Russia. 

The execution of the slogan " C omplet>: 
the Five Y ear Plan in Four Y ears!" w ill 
hasten the tempo of our construction in town 

. and village. This explains w hy the worki ng 
class is so active in its st ruggle f or this slogan. , 
for they already see victory near. D eveloping 
the economic life of the country at an un­
heard of rate, and r ooting ou t the last rem­
nants of. capitalism, the working class is bring­
ing the day of the realization of Socialism 
ever nearer. 

But our enemies, too, well r ealize the 
stupendous progress we have made. The 
"Religious Crusade" organized by the cap­
italists and the clergy was started just be­
cause of the remarkable developments that 
have taken place in Soviet Russia. It w as 
started because this "Land of the Soviets is 
steaming full speed ahead" f or Socialism, and 
there _is no power on earth that can stay the 
movement of the hundreds of millions of 
toilers to the end they have set themselves. 

The Soviet w orkers, w ith the support of -
the International working class m ovement, 
have made fitting reply to the "Religious 
Crusade" with their firm resolve to "Com­
plete the Five Y ear Plan in Four Y ears l ,, 
And this slogan will be carried out to the 
letter. 



30 THE PAN-PACIFIC MONTHLY 

Roman Catholic Church and .Second 
International Unite Against USSR 

QNE need not be a Communist, a revo-
lutiopary, or even sympathize with the 

Soviet Union to understand that the execu­
tion of ·the Five Year Plan of reconstruct­
ing the entire economy of the USSR is not 
only a grandiose development in itself, but 
is going to prove a very difficult and stren­
uous undertaking. The realization of the 
Five Year Plan will be no easy thing. It 
is, of course, clear that the workers and the 
poor and medium strata of the peasantry in 
the USSR will have to make every effort to 
carry out the Great Plan of reconstructing 
the economic life of this vast country on 
Socialist lines. 

This is well realized by the broad masses 
of the toilers of the USSR. They are leav­
ing no stone unturned to carry out and out­
strip the estimates of the plan, to make a suc­
cess of the t3;sks raised by the present epoch. 
Not only the economic life and the material 
well-being of the people, but their very liv­
ing conditions, and their ideology, are being 
reconstructed. 

The old traditions, the age-old supersti­
tions and pre judices, the old hard-headed rou­
tine and red tape are all being swept aside 
by the masses themselves, for they realize that 
the old way of living, with all its misery, 
exploitation and grime, can have no place in 
the new life that the workers of the USSR 
are building up today. 

Millions upon millions of · workers and 
peasants are realizing that religion and the 
church only poisoned their minds and befog­
ged their class consciousness, weakened their 
will to fight to improve their conditions in 
this world with promises of a "kingdom of 
heaven" and that it is now high time that 
religion was displaced by science and that 
the church itself be transformed into a cul­
tural-educational institution. 

Upon the, request of the toilers themselves, 
the churches, synagogues and mosques are 
turned into clubs and libraries where the peo­
ple are learning to understand what is going 
on around them in this great world, and to 
build up a nobler GJ,nd better life for th~~ 
whole of mankind. 

But we should be innocents indeed to be­
lieve that the church and its representatives, 
no matter what they preach or how they 
propose t9 "save the souls" of the people, that 
this stronghold of reaction and capitalism 
will give up their positions without a fight. 
Every step that brings the toiling masses of 
the USSR nearer to economic and ideologi­
cal emancipation is increasing the class strug­
gle both inside and outside the Soviet Union. 

The fine successes achieved during the first 
eighteen months of the Five Year Plan and 
the work · undertaken to release the masses 
from the influence of religious dope , have 
aroused and alar~ed the reactionaries in the 
capitalist countries. In all the bourgeois and 
social-fascist papers, in Parliament and at 
public meetings, the USSR! is being villified 
and slandered, the claim: being made that the 
Soviet G,overnment has declared war on re­
ligion. 

Recently this slander was given prominancy 
by the Pope of The Roman Catholic Church, 
Pius XI, the leader of the. sky pilots. In his 
letter to Cardinal-Vicar Basilio Pompilii, 
published in O sservatore Romano," he hypo­
critically announced with a show of sorrow: 

"We are profoundly aggri~ved at the hor­
rifying and sacriligious abominations against 
God and the soul that are recurring every 
day and increasing among the innumerable 
peoples of Russia whom we hold so ·dear." 

His Holiness is grieved at the successes of 
atheism in the USSR. This is too bad, to 
be sure. He . has every reason to be grieved 
for it has seriously cut down the income of 
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the Catholic Church within the boundaries 
of the USSR. But what is to be done? Times 
do change and the "innumerable peoples of 
Russia" no longer want to · be sheep to be · 
shorn by the holy fathers of the Catholic 
Church. Apparently, Your Holiness will 
have to cut down the staff of shepherds in 
the USSR. 

The Pope now regrets that the Govern­
ments represented at the Geneva conference 
refused to sign a joint declaration that a pre­
liminary condition for the recognition of the 
Sovie~ Government would be a guarantee 
that there would be freedom of religious 
opinion and practice and d1e inviolability of 
church property in the USSR. This; too, is 
very sad indeed, but all this belongs to the 
past and we would respectfully urge the Pope 
to remember the old proverb that "there i1 
no use crying over spilt milk." 

In conclusion the Pope announced that he 
left the "innumerable peoples of Russia" to 
the care _ and guardiG~pship of S~. Theresa, 
while he would, for his part, off;er up a mas~ 
of expiation in the Cathedral of St. Peter 
on March 19, on the day of "our" St. Ja.cob. 
He has also appealed to all the Catholic bish­
ops throughout the world to offer up prayers 
on this day in all the churches. 

Of course, if the fate of all the peoples 
of the USSR was left to St. Theresa 
and all the churches, . we could well afford 
to shrug our shoulders and let St. Theresa 
go to it if she was very jnterested. But 
the fact of the matter is that the Pope 
is an old hand and knows a thing or two. 
Besides attending to things not of this 
world, he is also busy setting things alright 
here too. Authentic reports say that he has 
now got in touch with all the accredited rep­
resentatives of the Vatican in the European 
countries with a view to creating a united 
front of "moral" indignation against the 
USSR. 

So this is what he is after! The Pope is 
now endeavoring to create a united "moral" 
front against the USSR so as to prepare the 
ground "ideologically" among the masses 
to attack the Soviet Union. . This is the 

true aim' anci intention of the recent 
announcement made by the Pope. 

His declaration was immediately follDwed 
by similar announcements from other repre­
sentatives of the church. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury in England, Cardinal Faulhaber 
in Muenchen, and the Rabbis of America 
have all raised a howl that religious persecu­
tion in the USSR must ·stop. In England 
joint prayers are offered up in the churches 
to release the USSR from "devilish bolshe­
vism," while in Paris the representatives of 
all the religious sects, Catholic, Protestant 
and Hebrew, gather together "to find ways 
arid means of bringing pressure to bear on 
the Government of criminals in Moscow.'' 
Hence, all the forces of religion, supersti­
tion and ignorance are being enlisted to fight 
against the country that has undertaken the 
great work of building up Socialism, against 
the country that is developing its economic 
life. 

Needless to say, this is but a prelude to a 
declaration of war on the USSR. 

Curiously enough, and inde.ed, outrage­
ously erlough, it is these churchmen and cler­
gymen who are posing as the defenders of 
men's conscientious beliefs. It is these peo­
ple who not only persecute atheists and free­
thinkers in their own countries, but who are 
continually trying to cut each other's ·throats. 
These are the people who burnt at the stake 
all the idolaters and heretics, · while, when 
new times set in, and it was no longer pos­
sible to burn people alive, they took to burn­
ing heretic documents. And it is this same 
Pope who, coming out as the defender of 
conscientious beliefs, to this day publishes a 
"list of prohibited books" (index expurga­
torious) where, by the way, Darwin's works 
stand condemned. 

And how touching is the union between the 
catholic ministers and the Hebrew rabbis to­
day, at a time when in Poland, Rumania 
and elsewhere, it is the Catholic prelates who 
are .inciting pogroms -on the Jews. 

But it would be too much to expect the 
united front of reaction and religion to get 
along without the "socialists" of the Second 
International. These gentlemen have be­
t ome indispensable for the whole movement 
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of lies- and vilification directed against the 
USSR. They are the exponents of reaction 
and religious dope in the ranks of the work­
ing class. It is they who give the Catholic 
prayers for the destruction of Bolshevism by 
hell-fire, a "socialistic" turn. It is they wi10 
have placed a red button on the cassock of 
the catholic priest and the gown of the 
Hebrew rabbi. 

The Pope had hardly finished denouncing 
· the Bolsheviks when the German "socialist '' 
paper, "Vorwaerts," published the "Pope's 
letter on the principles of humanitarian dem-

• ocracy," announcing that it was "high time 
that everyone who still held freedom of 
opinion dear, to come out against Moscow." 
(See "V orwaerts," Evening Edition, Feb­
ruary 14, 1 9 3 0) . 

Emil Vandervelde, the greatest authoritr 
of the Second International, published an 
article against the terror in the USSR where 
he successfully competes with the Pope in 
slinging mud at the Soviet Union and comes 
out in defense of the "clergymen and monks 
who have been outlawed by the State and 
are being persecuted by a new inquisition." 

The Austro-Marxian "Arbe{ter-Zeitung," 
the organ of the "most left party in the 
Second International," also makes a lunge 
at the USSR, and odes it just as well as 
Vandervelde with the announcement that "an 
attempt is being made to root out religion 
withir two years and to destroy the church 
within a few years." 

On every hand the cry is going up of a 
"moral intervention" against the USSR. The 
crusade started by the Pope has been en­
thusiastically caught up by the social-fascists. 
At first, it was merely a "moral" crusade, full 
of condemnation, rage and indignation, etc. 
But now behind the smoke-screen of vilifica­
tion and slander of the Catholics and the so­
cial-fascists we discern dearly feverish activi­
ties to attack the USSR. From "moral" con­
demnation, the circles that are organizing the 
crusade again~t Soviet Russia are beginning 
to urge a "moral" intervention so that when 
the ground has been well-prepared. to attempt 
to organize a "real" intervention. 

That this is the ultimate aim, is made very 
clear by a leader recently published (Feb. 13) 
in the Swiss "Neue Zurich Zeitung," a bour­
geois liberal paper, under the caption: "Mor:1l 
Crusade Against Russia." This is how i~ 

begi~s: 

"Several weeks ago there was some 
talk of organizing a moral intervention 
against Soviet Russia in religious circles 
in England in view of the growth of 
religious terror under the dictatorship 
of Stalin. Two weeks ago Kerensky and 
Milukov came to Paris upon the invita­
tion of the Radical-Socialist Fraction of 
the French Chamber to make a report 
on the position in Russia and while they 
categorically repudiated any idea of an 
armed intervention, which would only 
help the Bolsheviks to ·get the support 
of the national feeling of the Russian 
people, urged that a moral intervention 
be organized by the civilized world." 

Of course, destiny itself has written that 
Milukov and Kerensky must "appeal to the 
civilized world" to overthrow the Bolsheviks 
and set them up to rule Russia in the interests 
of international cap~ tal. But the fact that 
they should have made their report on the 
special invitation of the Radical-Socialist 
Fraction of the French Chamber shows how 
real is the danger of war against the USSR 
and what energetic preparations are being 
made by the bourgeoisie to attack Sovic~t 

Russia. 
In reading all the appeals and articles full 

of "moral indignation" against the USSR, 
the workers in every part of the world should 
realize that this is another attempt to attack 
the only country in the world that is build·ing 
up Socialism, that here again we have a clear 
division and whoever is not on our side, to­
gether with all the toilers and the masses of 
the USSR, stands on the other side, in the 
camp of the religious mongers, the social­
£ ascists, the liberals, the radicals and all the 
other enemies of the Soviet Union and the 
International working class movement. 
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E..-,;tract froin the Statu.ies . of the Pan-Pacific ·~ 
Trade Union Secretariat: 

In order: 
l.-To carry on a joint struggle against the 

dangers of war between the Powers of the Pacific. 
2-to counteract the imperialist dangers that 

menace the Chin.ese Revolution; · .. 
3-;-to help the oppressed people of the Pacific 

to liberate ·themselves ·~from the yoke of Imper­
ialism· · 
4-t~ fight against a~d remove all racial and 

national barriers and prejudices which still divide 
the exploited classes and oppressed peoples to 
the advantage of the exploiters and oppressors. 

6-to cement and to maintain a real fraternal 
united :front of the exploited classes. in the coun-

·tries of the Pacific; . 
6-td organize and to carry' out JQint actions 

of the exploited and oppressed people against the 
oppressing Powers; .. . · . 

7-to fight for World 'l'rade Union Unity and· 
for the creation of a single United Trade Union 
international; 
-the representatives of the Trade union move­
ments of Australia, China, the Philippines, the 
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, Japan, Java, 
Korea, France, England and the United States 
of America, having gathered at the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Conference, herewith decide una:n­
imously to create immediately an organ of con-
ne~tions, propaganda and action-~his . organ to 
he called: The Pan-Pacific ·Trade Union Secre .. 
tariat. · 

·, 

, . 

~'" '~ . 
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