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YCI Letter to Sixth Nationél Convention

The Sixth Convention of the
Young Communist League of U.
SA. Tioets. ot n: e of Gn great-
est economic crisis in the history
of capitalism. The main burden
of this crisis falls on the shoulders

‘workers and poor farmers
ol sesecitliy upon the youth. The
extremely acute crisis in America
expresses itself in unprecedented

mass unemployment, in the brutal | fail

offensive of capitalism on the con-

ditions of the working class, in

more intense rationalizption,

deep-going agrarian crisis,
f the

in aland to qrzlrule them into

luder uf the daily struggles for
the most vital interests of the toil-
ing you!h. even at the times of
the sharpest struggles of the work-
ing youth, during strikes, the YCI
most cases absent, lagged
behind the masses, or failed to
It
'me weakness and
ne(lect of the unemployed youth,
ailing to put forward a platform
capabie of rallying the youth in|
the struggle against unemplnymenl

EH

employed oo

of o
Amenun imperialism for a new

The crisis has greatly a
gravated the capitalist. contyad
tions inside the country,
as, and particularly, the contradic-
tions between “decaying capitalism
and construction of Socialism”
(Thesis of the XI Plenum, ECCI).

It is especially now that the
whole capitalist world is inten:
ifying the preparations for new
wars and in the first place the war
of intervention against the USSR |D
(as sharply stressed by the XI
Plenum of the Executive Commi
tee of the Communist Interna-

has become especially
The ECCI Plenum has giv-
en an estimation of the present
situation of capitalism, has pointed
out the ever-growing tempo of
revolutionary activity and the
growth of the pre-requisites of a|
revolutionary crisis in a number |
of countries (Germany, Poland),
which places before all Sections of
the CI and YCI most responsible
tasks. In the first place the task
of maximum intensification of the
work of the Sections, bringing up
this tempo to correspond with the

of

presented at the
Plecuum 6 e Tosgo 1y mot oo
which is able to rally the unem-
ployed youth because it does not

reflect their imm: lemands
and meeds and containg contradic:
tory demands. As a result only a
small number of unemployed youth

the

question were not carried out, nor
was the necessary struggle con-
ducted against the sabotage and
igmoring of these decisions, The
nuclei that exist are mere skeletons
and issibly small, they
conduct mo youth work in the fac-
tories, and in most cases are pas-
sive,

The YCL as a whole has con-
tented itself with general propa-
ganda, by no means conlidlnble.
against the war danger;
arzln\a«i the real anti-militarist
struggle and has not made
question of the war danger
burning issue among the youth

oreover, we must state that in
the YCL of America there is a
great underestimation of the dan-
ger of wur against the USSR and
of the importance of anti-militar-
ist wnrk which is one of the most

in

on the 10th and 26th February.

The youth committees of the un-

employed councils are insignificant |

and where they exist fanction very
ly.

In many units of the YCL there
is no understanding of and resist-
ance to youth work in the trade
unions and the outstanding task of
drawing the youth into the revolu-
tionary trade unions and into the
TUUL is entirely underestimated
and in many places is & side issue
in the work of the League. As a
result of these facts our youth sec-
tions in the TUUL and revolution-
ary unions are weak and insigni-
ficant.

The Young Communist League
must clearly understand that these ||
conditions are an expression of the |}
chief weakness in the work of the
youth—failure to place it the

activity of the masses and the|
sharpening class struggle.

In view of the war danger and
the ever-growing importance of the
role of the youth in the class
struggle, the fight for the youth
is  becoming now E:L‘epllonllly
grave, hence, the task of winning |
the majority of the toiling youth
becomes the chief and decisive
task of the YCI. This task is or-|
ganically linked up with the prob-
lem of winning the majority of
the working class to the side of
Communism,

The YCL of America has not
shown itself as the organizer and

of the daily activity
of the League the task of organ-
izing -and mobilizing the youth for
cconomic struggles on the basis
of the most immediate interests of
the toiling youth, The YCL has
failed to draft youth demands for
the basic industries to popularize
these demands and to rally the
young  workers struggle for
them as a means of raising the
level of struggle of [the youth and
| the working class s & whole.
The basis of the ‘work of the
League as an organization of the
revolutionary youth must be the
factory. The decisions of the Nov.

1920 Plenum of the YCI on this

glarin fo the Right
danger in the YCL.

The YCL continues to under-
estimate Negro work and to dis-
play a number of incorrect ten-
den e
gro youth despite the first begin-
nings that have been made in this
field of activity. This is especially
marked in’ the failure to give in-
dependent leadership to
gle of the youth for mm Tights
(Stottsboro nmpmgn), in the
hesitation to recruit young Negro

workers _direetly into. the YCL
(Young Liberators); in the failure
of pr.eauuy all districts to ful-

the task of recruiting
20 per cent of their new membots
1rum among the Negro youth and
in the absence of energetic recruit-
ing of Negro youth for the LSU
and revolutionary trade
ere was also shown the danger-
ous tendency of confining Negro
work, and the struggle for Negro
rights to the Young Leberators,
un branches of which, despite con-
rary decisions, were being com-
poscd mainly of Negro youth, so
that the majority of our white
comsades would remain aside from
u.e struggle for equal rights for

Negroes. The YCL has not suffi-
ciently drawn the Negro comrades
into the work and ludml\lp of
the League or made th
work the task of every wh||¢ lu—
gue comrade.

(To be continued)




