
1492
No. 86

International Press Correspondence

Such was the economic situation of the two greatest bran-

ches , together making up 74 per cent , of the Jewish population ;
if we add to these the 6,6 per cent . which represent household
help and day-labourers and the 5,5 per cent . falling to the
share of unproductive or indefinable professions , it will be
readly understood that even a Tzarist official , like Count
Pahlen , who at that time investigated the conditions of the
Jewish masses , was forced to admit that the Jewish people

were the unhappiest and most pronounced proletariate , and
defied comparison with any section of the population in other
parts of Russia . In this connection , the conception of a "prole-
tariate" is employed in the sense of poverty and an insecure
condition of life . The average percentage of Jews systematically
claiming charitable assistance amounted to 20 , and in certain
towns of the zone of settlement even to 37,7 per cent .
These millions of miserable creatures were destined to ex-

perience the pogroms of 1905 and 1906 , followed first by years
of cruellest reaction , culminating in the Beilis affair , and then
by the world war, accusations of espionage , hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees and emigrants , more pogroms by the Tzarist
army , and years of uninterrupted pogroms at the hands of the
hordes of Denikin and Petlyura .
Even on the basis of political and social equality under the

new conditions of peaceful reconstruction , however , the uprooted
economic state of the Jews was pregnant with threatening ruin .

As from 1925 , finally, the Soviet authorities placed the
development of these harassed multitudes into a healthy and
productive factor upon the agenda of the revolution . The slight
development of our industry , however , made it impossible for
the time being for any larger proportion of the poor Jewish
population to find employment in the factories . There thus re-
mained a single field of activity open to them , that of agri-
culture .

The Jewish masses were therefore faced with the alternative
of certain ruin or the taking over of land .

It is now two years since the State first took in hand the
transfer of the Jews to the agricultural districts .

The results have surpassed all expectations . For the last two
years we have had more than 50,000 Jewish farmers , who till
their farms according to the latest achievements of agronomic
science. Notwithstanding the great difficulties in their way , the
Jewish farmers have left the Ukrainian and Tartaric population
far behind them and have attained the level of the German
colonists .

"I am amazed at the brilliant agricultural success which
the Jewish farmers have attained in so short a time." was the
verdict of Comrade Dudnik , People's Commissary for Agri-
culture in the Ukraine , after a visit to the new Jewish settle
ments .

In a number of agricultural branches the Jewish farmers
can already be looked upon as pioneers (introduction of Sudan
grass in Crimea , also of new sorts of maize ., new methods of
cultivating the vine on a sandy soil , etc. ) .

During the last two years , almost 1 million roubles have
been accorded out of the State budget for the transfer of the
Jews to agricultural pursuits . Almost 50 per cent . of the entire
sum employed in this connection was raised by the Jewish
public organisations and advanced in the form of loans .

In the current year, another 150,000 Jews from the Ukraine
and White Russia have reported for transference to agriculture .
Some 5,000 of them will in the first place be transferred at State
expense .

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT
The Sixth Enlarged Executive of the

Y. C. I.
(Seventeenth Session . Nov. 28th .)

The proposal of Comrade Shatzkin to postpone a discussion

of the programme to the next session of the Enlarged Executive
of the Y. C. I. was unanimously adopted .

Report of the Representative of the Y. C. L. of Germany :

The general situation of Germany is characterised by the
stabilisation of German capitalism and the rationalisation of
its industry . The whole burden of this process falls upon the
proletariat , in particular upon the young workers . Over
350,000 young workers under 18 years of age are included
amongst the 2 million unemployed . The unemployed movement,

which is growing, is under the leadership of the German C. P.
A struggle must be carried on to win recognition from the
trade unions . Young workers under 18 years receive no un-
employed support . Other palliatives like the distribution of
food , etc. are insufficient . The situation of the employed
workers has similarly been worsened . The working day is
being lengthened and wages cut.

The special forms of the offensive of capitalism against th
e

working youth are : The attempt to raise the voting age ; the
introduction o

f compulsory labour service ; the coalition laws
directed against the young workers which are already partly
enforced .

The situation in the German Y. C. L. is the following :

Campaigns ware carried out in connection with the delegation

to the Soviet Union , the 10th anniversary o
f

the League , the
people's referendum , the international Day o

f

Youth , the Con-
gress o

f

the Toilers , etc. In order to win the masses of the
youth , it is necessary to penetrate into the trade union
apparatus , to continue the campaign amongst the unemployed
and to extend our influence in the trade schools . The League

is slowly growing and increasing its branches . Our task is to

organise the young workers who are more under our in
-

influence than is expressed in our membership figures . This
has already been done to a certain extent in the Young Red
Front League . The League is strongest in the industrial districts

o
f

the Ruhr , Berlin , Vogtland and the Lower Rhineland .

New methods are necessary against the fluctuation . The
reorganisation has only been partly carried out . There are
very few young workers in the large factories organised b

y

us . The party supports us better than before , but still in
-

sufficiently . The press distribution has increased , but is still
insufficient . The trade union work is commencing to show it

s

first successes . Our position amongst the trade union and other
functionaries has been strengthened . The trade union member-
ship o

f

our members is still insufficient . The political educational
work is good . The League will organise courses now chiefly fo

r

its officials . It is the task of the Y. C. L. to draw the working
youth into the struggle o

f

the proletariat against the conse-
quences o

f

the rationalisation . For this purpose it is necessary

to consolidate the position o
f

the League in the factories and
in the trade unions .

After a report o
f

Comrade Jones upon the situation o
f

th
e

Y. C. L. in Great Britain , the session was closed .

Proprietor , Publisher and responsible Editor : Dr. Johannes Wertheim , Vienna , VIII . , Albertgasse 2
6
.

Printers : "Elbemuhl " . Vienna , IX . , Berggase 3
1
.


