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YOUNG WORKBA

The Y. C. L Plenum_

HIS8 Plenum
met usder cir-
- cmetances which
showe¢ the Com-
munjet Youth

point of fts tem-
porary deciine,
recarded in  the
yoars of 24-36, &n
had entered @ pe-
riod of gradual
wpward  develop-

Witliamson
wment. The reasons for thig change
are due not oaly to the favorsble od-
Jortivp gitustion bat to the leadesship

of thd Executive of ths ¥, 2. I, =hich
followed & Eolshevik lns at all times,
THE RUSSIAN PARTY DISCUSSION

One of the princival questions was
that of the recent discussion withim
ths Russiag Communist Party, having
a8 s central point the question, “Is
ft possihias (0 build Bocialism I the
Boiler . ..on? As a result of the
deniil by the Opposition to this prin-
cipal gquestion, they developed a ser-
fes of other fundaméntal mistakes as
follows:

1. Unterestimution of the internal
forces of development within U. 8.
8, R. :

2. A palicy of narrow nationalisin
s helng ‘ollowsd by the C. P. 8. U.

2. The N. B P. s a systunatic re-
treat for the Sdviet Union.

4. Incorrect relationships hetween
peasantry and profetariat (especially
exaggeration of Kulsk danger),

§. Charge of degeneraiion of Dicta-
torshinr of Prolelariat and refarences
to Thermodiam.

6. Wnhiraw atate
trade.

1. Excessive tazation of pessantry
and high prices op manufactured
goods.

8. Aswortioc that no temporary ata-
billsation, of international capitaMem
oxintad, .

9. Rejectivn and violation of ele-
inentary party discipiins and attempts
to organise international fractdonal ac-
tivity in thelr support.

Mael, of those points were analyzed
thoroughly and rejected. It war em-
phasised that the U1 % & R. contain-
o “uwll that is necessary and asuffic
ent” fur the complete constructlon of
socialisy pocity. A demdal of this is
e denial of the premises for sock)
reviiation in Russia, )

Ths chatie uf “uarsow naiionaiism”
bar not a ke to stand an when we
remember ihe constant support und
Inspiration the Ruasian Revolution
Bas bern to the International prowe
Wriai. Such practical -deeds as the
sapport of the German Revolution in
‘33, the midions nt dollars, suppory to
the Rritish coal miners, the suppor;
to e Chinass Revolution, shatter such
srguments to the xround,

M space permitted each accusation
eonlt be analysad and shattered.(*)

The entire policy of the Opposition
is dased on the old “theory of perr a-
aent revalution™ propogated by Trot.
sky for ysars and jus{ as peraistently
fought by Lanin and the Bolzhevist
Farty during all this time. The on-
ire progrum is based on a policy of
Peswimism and lack of confidence a
the internatiunal proleterint.

The Oppesition (led by  Trotaky
Kamensf! and Zinoviev) appealed to
e Party and lLeagne masses in the
8Bovist Union and received such a se-
Yore dofeat that they thameelves had!
to {awich the “white hag™ and sizn &
declaration admitting their breach of
discipline  The Plebum of the Y. C.
1. tallowing the brilliant example of
the Russipn Party Confervace, ihe
Ruasian ¥. (. 1. executive committes,
the Comintern Plenum. overwheiming.
v condemned the Opposition and its
PAoETam. hranding it ax a Right Wing
deviation which waet by fought ruth.
lessly  The adherents of the Oppewe §-
tion on the Excecntive, Commles Vae
rXh and Michalics, were wevorely
eriticmed ant removed from all actis
11y an the Exevntive Committee, -
RATIONALIZATION OF INDUSTRY

The question of ratioualization of ia-
dusliy rmearing - corennfie manage-
BeDt or a9 we i Amerkca know it

veraomiy ye Poardiza ron whinh in a

capital from

ol

\

4

HE Beventh Flowsim of

i

Lomonadze, who- hq'a been the

Longo (Italy).

support of the right wing ten
sian Opposition,

.

ORG. CHANGES AT Y. C. 1. PLENUM K
the Young Communiet Iuemﬁonal

‘cloged its seasions immediately after the one month scssion
of . the Comintern Plenum. As reported in o prévious issve,
the Y. C. 1. Plenum started prior to the €. T Plewm schere
the major portion of the agenda wascompleted. _

There was. present 51 porticiputing delegates, 28 regulor
me.nbery of the Executive Committec, 24 delegates represent-
ing 16 Leagues and five veps of the Comintern. - Fucluding the
E. C. members there were 19 Leagucs represented in oll.. The
American Y. W. L. was represented dy. Comrades Williamson

At the final session, the repirts of all the .Commigsions
were heord and accepted with slight.worrections,  Comrade

Fzecutive during thia past period, withdrew from the Execu-
stive for activity in the Comintern Erectitice, A new Secre-
toriat of five and Presidium of
tariat &8 composed oj Comrades Shutzhbin (U. 8. 8. R.),
Schueller (Austris), Gyptner (Germany), Y

Comrades Vujovich and Michalels were unanimously re-
maored from the Executive for their fractional actirity and

actice legder of the ¥, (. I.

I3 was sclected. The Sccre-
oung (England),

dencics expressed in the Rus-

By John Williamseg
of all in the Y. C, L) increased they
The émportance of 4

»
.

expression thrw 'sport organisations
Workers Clubs, youth. seciiops fn thy
trade nnfons, ete... It. . wes -also dg.
|cided after a most thorougl discussiey
that it is advisable zud -possible ¢
create logai yovth cegauisations pami
lel with the illegal -erganizations. 4
dangerous tendency was edcounters}
which teaded to -baMeve that it wyy
not Fossible to expand prganizationgl
1y and extend activities although fore
ed to be underground.: - This sectarim
tendency was repudisied.
WHITE TERROR

In the report of the B, C. to the
Plenum this question was especially
stressed and the. need for ‘a perme
nent campaign being orgamised in ai
countries. At the present time White
Terror is on the indresss. The o
low!ng figures of youth victims for the
past“period of 8 months gives an ideg

J

new phase of capitalist stabillzatipn,
and the attitude we must adopt to-
wards {t, recelved coneiderable dis-
c¢ussion. Some comrades contended
that we conld not oppose this process,
with dts attacks on the living stand-
ards of the workers, young aud old,
as that would mean we were opposing
machine development and thus be ob-
structing social progress. The Plen-
um pointed out that the main conse-
quences of this rationalization pro-
ress was the throwing out of employ-
ment of huge masses of young work-
ers; tha intemsification of exploitation
of those retaining employment and the
subsequent ‘lowering of the general
level of resistance of the workers in
the class strugglie. The Plenum em-
phasized that we must combat this ra.
tlonalization process by raising in the
foreground the partial demands of the
young workers, especlally emphasiz.,
ing that the needs of the young work-
vrs be protécted in’ all collective
agreements concluded by the trade
unions. THé slogans were ralsed,
“Struggle against stabilization of cap-
ftal”—*“Not capitalist but soclalist ra-
tionallzation.” In thix_connection the
Plenum eapecially emphasized a lor.m-
ulation of Lenin, “We struggle againg:
this development, but HOW do we
SiTuRRie. We Jdu bui wish to reiurn
to artisanship, 10 pre-monopolistic cap-
italism ¢ * * Onward thru the trusis
and beyond them to socialism.”
UNITED FRONT ACTIVITIES
- An increased application and more
successful results during the past pe-
ried from the United Front :ctics,
was the opinion of the Flenum. Many
rich experiences were given and
lengthy discussion with criticlam
and suggestions followed. The E.
C. Y C. 1 continued its United
Front efforts on an international
scale. In connection wita the Brit-
ish strik: *he Y. C. 1. suggested
to the Y. 8. 1. a united front campuign
to support the PBritish coal miners but
this  so-callci working class body
dldn’t even answer the coummunication
and In actions showed itself a true
counterpart of the Amsterdammers,
who had oaly criticiam instead of sun
port for the strike. The greatest ac-
complishment waa the organization of
seven young workers' delegations to
Soviet Russia. The composition and
ivpe of these delegations waz much
higher this vear than previously.
Especlally  intetesting  waa  the
Malian Delezation, organized entirely
illegal and. containing even a reproe
sentative of the Catholic \\'nrkingl
Youth. The Rritish Delegation had|
the best composition of ali and re

the opposition was so strong that on
a referendum on the U. F. with the
Y. C. L., 1t received 40 per cent of
the, vote cast. In the Catholic and
Peasant Youth, previously™ a fascist
stronghold, strong oppositional move-
ments are being built, :

The Plenum recommended that in
those countries where ¥nfty commii-
tees have boen established they be
extended in scope inty real organs of
political and ecoromic~truggle of the
entire working youth. While the Y.
C. L. retains leadership, the work
must not be conducted by the Commu-
nists alone. They should become the
medium of developing the activity ot
the non-party and Social-Democratic
youth towarda.the Y, C. L.

Not enough efforts .wére made in

winging over young workers from the
large religious yonth leagues, While
basing our approach to them mostly
on economic demands, *ve shall not ro-
fuse to draw them into political strug-
gles, withdut, however, making any
concessions to them. Greater anti-re-
iglous struggle was urged and €0-0d-
eration with the Young Atkestic or.
ganizations recommended. The Plen-
um also considered it advisable to
work for the organization of an Athe-
ist International.
Very serious mistakes in application
of the U'nited Front tactics were point-
ed out to the Crech-Slovak and Polish
Leagnes, the first in contiection with
& propesed united front with fascist
south organization and the second in
connection with support of Pilsudsh’
in the May uprising. ' Both leagues ad-
mitted their mistakes and -corrected
them later.

The, continuation on these tactics
was urged as one of the principal
tactics of the Y. C. I.. Further youth
delegations wag urged as Well as cam-
paigns in favor of youth delegations
from the Soviet to othér capitalist
countries,

ANTMMILITARISAL

Wit. the intensification of prepars.
tions for new wars, it is of special
importance that the anti-militarist ac-

tvitr. which has been inxecusably
wenkened, be intancifed oo s O

inion of the Plenum. Lengthy dis-
cussion took place regaruiag incorrect
activities on this feld, pariicularly of
the American League. The tenden-
cies. of pacifism finding expression in
a series of leagues was condemned
amd a sharp formulatfon of the lnme
to be followed in our anti-militarist ac-
iivity laid ont. :
In Fronce where the most success
ful work within the forces wag heing

r,mmhu-h-dA the Y. €. L. had sot up an

fected the conditions of the voush
movrment in that country, where for'
example the Y. C. L. theu jts actiyies |
had been siweessful in organizing 1!
whale series of lacal united fronts ac .
well 3¢ the delegation ftself
the "approsition of h» nationai leader-
ship. 1o lealy, the Y. € L. altho #f ;
legal. was successfut in liquidating on-
tirely the Y, 8. 1. thrm winning over
‘is entlire membdership to the Y. ¢}
In the Mazimalie' Youth erganization

-h-spitui'

agitation for a series -of pari.ial de-
mands in conne tion ®ith the compul-
FATY conscription, such as 12 months’
wervice waly, ratlraad accommodafion,
ete.  Same 20 Recmyit 1.: agues hag
been orcanized and a periodicul wusx
issued Jepaleldy for the army. In
Nagev, g joint denonseration of work
«T8 and sgilore tonk place.

As a re

sul of che ecuvity of the Y. (', L, 12|

membere ar xt preeeenr in jafl.
Desprte the acrwased Whise Terror

of its extert: In Bulgaria 200; Roe
mania, entire league in jail: in Hun
gary, Weinberger and several score
more; -in Poland, 1,000 in jall; in It
aly no record ¢can be obdtained; I
Korea several hundred Y. C. L., men
bers were shot;  in' Frrance 20 soldiers
and sajlors members in jail; in Eng
land 10; etc., etc. The Plenum espec.
ially rapped the philosophical sttitude
towards this White Terror, showing
the suffering of our members and the
practical demand it does to the move
ment.

Extensive reports were givea dy the
British and Chinese' Leagues on the
activitles of their respevtive leagues.
In both of these countries the loagwe
had showed Rself well eoquipped o
cope with the situation, altho expert
ehciug may dificulties. TFach had
doubled its membership duning this
period. Reports were also given by
the Russian and German leagues oa
their activities, experiences and de
fects.

AMERICAN Y, C. L.(**)

The anti-militarist activity of the
league was investigated at gresat
length and our policy criticised quite
severely and correctly 80. The tend
ency to base our activity on the petty
hourgeolse (National Student Morum,
etc.) elements instead of the yousg
worker as well ax our entering the
A. F. Y, in N. Y. district, after it had
developed from the united front stags
to an actual organization, were the
principal points of criticism. Our s
tivity re the Passaic and mining crisy
were comménded and the general lne
of policy, éspecially the invernnl oaity
line was eadorsed. It was emphs
sized that the Y. W. L. must rejest
all tendencies .in the party to rvintre
duce again the old fractional tendons
ies and also tepdencies finding expres
sion to dilute the poltical charactes
of the league,

GENERAL

Other important questions consider
ed weré the economi: stregg). asd
tradegunion organization, work amosg
opponent organisations, sport activity,
political education and schools asd
Pioneer work,

The Plenum urger all leagues,to co¥
tinue ntensitying thetr activities
utilizing the united front tactic oa a8
flelds; recognizing th eimportance of
concentration on the economic e
trade union field; greater attention ¥
opponent organizations: an effectve
campaign against the White Tervor:
immediate application of previos
Plenum decisions re adoption of ne¥
methods in all leagues and g grest
all-around attention be givea to cryw
tallizing the political influence of tH
league and preventing thrg propef
inneg life of the present great tm¥
o.er in membership. :

*Every reader sheuld a
the discussion on this -
"cuv« speaker by speaker in the
(able at the Werkers Sook
jLimcein St., Chicage, IN.
*in a future
the Plgnum

{



