TO THE SECOND CONVENTION OF THE YOUNG WORKERS LEAGUE OF AMERICA

Dear Comrades:

The second Convention of your
League will be confronted with many
important questions which you must
discuss very extensively and thorough-
ly, for upon the manner in which you
will solve these guestions will depend
the further development of your
League.

The Convention must put before it-
self the task which will serve as the
basis for the development of your
League into a mass organization. In
this eonnection it is particularly im-
portant that you pay the greatest at-
tention to the question of the reorga-
nization of the League upon the basis
of the shop nuclei. Only if your
League is in daily and close contact
with the masses and participates in
the everyday life of the working youth
and discusses all their questions, will
it be possible to win the masses of the
young workers.

It is a pleasure to us to know that
in regard to the decisions of the Y.
C. I. there exist no differences within
your ranks and that you consider Y.
C. I. as the only International organ-
ization of the revolutionary working
youth. We are proud of the fact that
your activity has been carried on in
the spirit of the Y. C. I. and that you
are connected with our organization
thru the ties of fraternal affiliation.

We look forward to the time when
the workers’ movement in America
will be strengthened to such an extent
that you as a mass organization of
the young workers will affiliate with
the Y. C. I. as its American Section.
You can at all times depend upon
the fraternal support of the Young
Communist International. We will
assist you thru our experiences and
upon the basis of our experiences help
to develop and build up your Leag}le.
We therefore greet your Convention
and in fraternal spirit call your at-
tention to various important questions
necessary for your consideration in
the development of your League.

We have already pointed out to you
that as a means for the development
of your League into a mass organiza-
tion, the emphasis must be placed on
your activity at the points of produe-
tion. We have seen from your press
that this principle is enthusiastically
accepted by your League. There is
one question, however, (so it seems to
us) you have given too little atten-
tion, that is ,to the activity on the
economic field. This, alongside with
the educational work—which must be
carried on hand in hand with the eco-
nomic struggle—is one of the most im-
portant activities of your League, for
the economic struggle must become
the starting point for the entire acti-
vity of the Young Workers League.
We are very glad to note therefore
that this work is to be considered by
our convention. We believe the task
of your organization—as the organiza-
tion of the working youth in Amer-
ica—is to represent the interests of
the young upon the economic field.

It is certain (generally speaking)
that the situation in America is not
as complex as in Central Europe. We
know, however, that child labor in

America has taken on such dimentions
that your League can no longer re-
main inactive in this field and must
find ways and means to enter same.
You as the organization of the work-
ing youth must give out concrete slo-
gans against child labor and carry on
the struggle in this field. You must
also gather material regarding the
economic conditions at the present
time. It seems to us that'in a country
where 2,000,000 children are employed,
th esituation of the youth from the
ages of 14 to 18 is in many respects
not particularly bright. By carrying
on your activity on the basis of con-

crete demands and needs of the work- .

ing youth and keeping in steady and
daily contact with them in the strug-
gle for better conditions will you be
able to gain the sympathy and inter-
est in your League and thus become
a mass organization.

For this reason your convention
must center the discussion upon the
economic situation of the young and
their struggle for better conditions as
a means of developing your League
into a mass organization. “To the
Masses” must be the slogan of your
Convention. To convert this slogan
into action thru the daily petty work
in the shops and industries is the
vow which every delegate when leav-
ing your convention must take home
with him and in term he must make
every member of the League under-
stand the slogan. Only if every mem-
ber of your League becomes active
in this work will the decision of your
convention be efectively carried out.
Every member an agitator should be-
come the slogan for your League from
now on.

The question of the educational work
is another important subject to be
considered by your convention. If your
League wants to solve its tasks, every
member of the organization must ful-
ly understand the aim and purpose
of the League. He must further un-
derstand the entire movement of the
workers. The educational work can-
net be divided from the other activi-
ties of the League, but it must be-
come a part of the activity as a whole.
We are convinced that you too will
acknowledge this principle and that
your entire educational activity will
besuch as to tie up the theoretical
schooling of your members with the
educational work of the masses of the
working youth. Educational work has
practical value only if it is closely con-
nected with the daily and petty work
in the shops and industries.

In addition to these questions your
convention must take a position on

.such an important subject as Child-

ren’s Groups, Sport and with the lat-
ter the struggle against Reaction.

We are very glad to note that you
have placed the question of the Chil-
dren’s Groups on your agenda and
are fully convinced that the decisions
you will reach regarding same will re-
sult in the formation of a Children
Group Movement on a national seale.
It is especially here where your
League is offered a great field for ac-
tivity and limitless possibilities and
our experiences in the Children’s Mov-

ement internationally should serve as
a great help to you.

The importance of the Sport ques-
tion need not be emphasized by us now.
You are confronted with a great task
and we are convinced that the work in
this field will be of great benefit to
your League as well as for the entire
movement of the workers. It must
serve as a means to win the working
youth away from the capitalistic sport
organizations and thus win them for
your League and the working class
movement. And further, the Sport
movement must be utilized as a means
of drawing the working youth away
from the claws of militarism, for the
capitalist sport organizations serve as
nothing more than military prepara-
tion of the youth for future wars of
the capitalists for new markets or else
for the supervision of the struggling
working class. It is for these reasons
that the question of Sports is of the
greatest importance in the United
States.

We note that you are also consider-
ing the question of the foreign-speak-
ing young workers. This is a sign
that you do not differentiate as to
nationality or race and we are glad
to note that also in the future you will
pay the closest attention to winning _
this part of the young workers. We
do not believe that it will be necessary
to organize the foreign speaking young
workers into special groups, but to the
contrary the efforts of the League
should be directed to drawing these
comrades more and more into the Eng-
lish-speaking groups in order that
your League may become an entity.
In this respect the tendencies for
language groupings, especially among
the Jewish comrades, are entirely out
of place. We hope that you will be
able to convince the Jewish comrades
as to the necessity of the unification
of the movement and that your con-
vention will reach its decisions in this
direction. In special instances, the
necessity of propaganda committee
for work in such fields should be con-
sidered. If this it is necessary that
the propaganda committees must be
under the control of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee; this is absolutely
necessary from the standpoint of cen-
tralization. We believe that you are
in agreement with our conception re-
garding this question and that there
are no differences of opinion regard-
ing same.

We wish the convention the best of
success.Theworkingyouthof the entire
world, united under the banner of
the Young Communist International,
are with you and watch the outcome
of your convention. May the decis-
sions be such which will open the way
for the Young Workers League to
further develop into a mass organiza-
tion of the young workers of America.

Greetings to the second Convention
of the Young Workers League of
America!

Longlivethe Young Workers League
of America, the vanguard of the work-
ing youth of America!

(Signed) Executive Committee YCI:
SCHUELLER, SHATZKIN
Moscow, April 10, 1923




