








THE SPANISH REVOLUTION N.°3

The Campaign Against Our Party

As we go to press, we learn that what had long been plotted
and prepared by a mos: despicable campaign of incitation, is
now an accomplished fact. The Peoples’ Front authorities in
Madrid have, suspended the publication of our Madrid dally
paper, «<EL. COMBATIENTE ROJO», and have taken over the
radio station of the P. O. U. M. This is the radio s-ation which
the government was able to utilize freely during the tragic days
of the advance on Toledo; it is the station that remained on
duty on the Tth of November, encouraging the worker militias
while all the others were abandoned in the general flight from
Madr'd. It is :he station that in times of depression had ani-
mated the revolutionary sprit and morale of everyone, the
station which broadcast, not the national an‘hem, but the
«Internationale» of all workers.

In suspending «EL COMBATIENTE ROJO». the Popular
Front authorities have supressed the first organ of the militias
that appeared in Spain. The majority of the orig'nal editor.al
board of this paper have perished, fight:ng with arms in hand.
along with three quarters of the comrades who belonged to our
Madrid section before the 19th of July.

Our Madrid press had been sujected to an unmerciful cen-
sorship. At the beg'nning of the revolut'on, censorship was
established at Madrid as a mili*ary necessity, intended primar-
ily for news relating to military operations. Since January,
however, the censorship had become frankly pol'tical or, better

A Workers' Army

Made up of workers. Controlled by the wor-
king class, employing such military leaders as
are necessary if there are not enough coming
from the workinds class. Respect for the techni-
cal ability of the professional military, under
the political control of the workers. Thus the
formalism of the military caste is avoided. Every
workers knows that he fights for homself. He
knows that he fights for socialism. This assuran-
ce gives him the courage and self-sacrifice that
buoyed up the Red Army of the U.S.S.R. during
the revolution.

A Peoples’ Army

Without a class character. It admits every-
body. An ezxclusive military command. Military
discipline excluding all working class thought.
Its aim is to defend the capitalist democratic
regime which all workers know has utterly
failed in Spain. This means that it will be con-
trolled by the capitalist democratic politicians
who will use the Peoples’ Army to crush all
revolutionary activity of the workers. This me-
ans that the military control, purely military,
places itself above everything else, above the
demands of the working class.

expressed, fract’'onal, in the service of a single par:y and for
the defence of its interests and positions.

One must peruse the last few numbers of «El Combatiente
Rojo» in order ‘o appreciate the manner in which the censor-
ship worked. It is worth while to show the workers of the
world the way in which people who call themselves commun-
:sts, with colored pencils ‘n their hands, mutilate even the
works of Marx and Lenin. Our party is organizing an exhibition
in Paris and other capitals based on the recent censored
issues of «E! Combaten:e Roio» showing the articles before
and after beng censored. It has appeared with paragraphs
of the Communist Man:festo stricken out. Precisely those para-
graphs in which Marx and Engels explain to the workers that
it ig necessarv to destroy the capitalist state apparatus have
heen taken ou’, as well as outspoken revolutionary statements
of Lenin.

A preparatory barrage had been leveled against our Ma-
dr'd section to prepare the decisive attack. The circumstances
in Madr.d were especially favorable for this. It is in the midst
of the front, the Stalinists have the upper hand in official
circles and there are various daily papers that second their
campa’gn. This ends the first step in the offensive against our
party. They will attempt others which will not be so easy, be-
cause we are ready and because we know the workers are
with us.

The Workers in Arms!  No Militarism!  No Betrayal!
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The Aragon Front SALUD, Workers of the World!

Denied Arms for Offensive

@=L

It must be made clear that if there have been no large-
scale operations on the Aragon frort, if there has been no
offensive, if there has been no effort to come to the assistance
of Madrid, of Malaga and of the other fronts in the best
possible way, by attacking the fascists on our own front, then
it is through no fauli of the militia-men, no matter what org-
anization they may belong to. They have all given too much
proof of their spirit of self sacrifice to be held responsible for
what is happening, or rather is not happening, on the front.
One must seek the real reasons elsewhere, in places altogether
beyord the control of the men at the front. These latter,
regardless of the organization to which they may beiong, are
nop responsible for the shady political manoeuvres that are
being carried out with respect to the war by the very people
who pose as the champicns of the interests of the war and
go so far as to place them above those of the revolution.

It must be understood that on the Aragon front it is
possible to launch an attack with greater chances of
success than on any front. An offensive in Aragon could
have been, and still can be, the best means of helping
Madrid. But it would also be the best means of raising
the prestige of the completely working class army that
occupies the trenches in Aragon. It is precisely this that
the partisans of the regular army in the hands of the
military caste, of the non-pelitical army that they are
trying to create, wish to aveid. The worker-revolution-
aries must never allow this latter type of army, however,
unless they wish sooner or later io see our glorious revol«
ut’'on strangled by it,

Those who are creating obstacles to avoid victorious action
on the Aragon front conduct themselves most shamefully. Irs-
tead of remaining silent out of a sense of gui't, they push
themselves to the fore on the streets, at meetings, in the press,
and pnleash a campaign that we others have refrained from
carrying on, although, bearirg no responsibility for what has
happened, we might justly have done so. We all know the
true reasons that have prevented the launching of an attack
on the Aragon front. We all know that there are more than
enough means at hard to do so. We understand why these
people are interested in Laving the Aragon front remain per-
fectly quiet with no decisive operations being undertaken.

Help The Red Aid of the P. 0. U. M.

We need money, clothing and medicine for the
refugees from fascism

And Now
Hitler Brings Out
His Masterpiece in Arabic

Rights reserved by «La Batalla»

MORE P. 0. U. M. PAMPHLETS

The EDITORIAL MARXISTA, Banios Nuevos, 16, Barce-
lona, announces the following pamphlets in Spanish:

«The P. O. U. M. Before the Spanish Revolution» by the
Executive Commitee, 30 centimos.

«Resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of
the P. O. U. M. of December, 1936». 50 centimos;

«The Army and the Peopley by Zinoviev, 50 centimos; and

«The Spanish Revolution of 1936 and the German Revol-
ution of 1918», by Wolf Bertram, 50 centimos.

THE WOMEN FACE THE REVOLUTION is the title of
a pamphlet in Spanish being published by the Women's Secret-
ariat of the P. O. U. M. (Secretariado Feminino del P.O.U.M,,
Rambla Estudios, 10, Barcelora). It c’early analyses the pos-
ition of women under capitalism and explains why the real
freedom of women can only be achieved in a communist society.
Price 30 centimos.

«LA NUEVA ERA» TO REAPPEAR

This monthly review of the P. O. U. M, in Spanish, is
being revived with the March issue. Everyone who wants to
keep up with the problems of the Spanish revolution should
suscribe to this magazine.
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NEWS AND NOTES

English Workers Send Aid

The English boat «Pacheoy» has arrived at Valencia with
100 tons of provisions sent from London and destined for Ma-
drid. The Committee has gathered the support from workers’
organisations in all parts of Englard. The Spanish workers
are deeply grateful for this new evidence of solidarity abroad.
The workers are standing together, and thus they will be
invincible.

Boycott Franco

The three Scandinavian ships bound for ports of the fas-
cist part of Spain are still tied up in England by order of
the Scandinavian Sailors’ Union, which is supported by the
International Union of Transport Workers. This is an example
for workers everywhere.

Equal Rights for Women

A new decree has just been published by tne Valencia
Government affecting the status of women in Spanish life. No
sex distinction will be made in civil life; women have the same
rights in law as men and can exercise all civil functions and
rights.

In marriage, neither of the parties has command of the
other; both are equally obliged by mutual and loyal corsent
to live together, remain faithful and aid one another, The
expenses of maintaing a home rest equally on both partners,
according to their respective means and working capacities.

The new decree represents a very big step forward in the
rights of women. What is most importart, when one realizes
the status of women in Spain in the past, is the recognition
of their equality with men.

Reformists Unity

Thd left wing of the Spanish Socialist Party, under the
leadership of Largo Caballero, but guided in fact by agents of
the Communist Party within the Socialist Party, announces
that it is starting a campaign in the Socialist Party for unity
with the official Communists, such as the one that led to the
disappearance of the Young Socialists.

We are certainly not against the unity of Marxists. We
were the first to give the example of unity with the founding
of the P. O. U. M. in November 1935, long before the fictitious
fusiors rushed through since then. However, we hold that
the unification of Marxists is only progressive whken realised
on a revolutionary basis, as in the case of the fusion of the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc and the Communist Left. The
precedent which the Stalinists and Left Socialists cite for
their unity does not arouse great hopes. The fusior. of the
youth sections of the Socialist and Communist Parties resul-
ted in the new organisation, the United Socialist Youth, which
is the most right wing workers’ organisation in Spain, and
destroyed the magnificert forward march of the Young Soc-
ialists since October 1934.

Nothing else can come of the fusion now proposed. Those
who are promoting it know this. Let them fuse, however. In
this way confusion will be ended and the workers will know
where to turn to find the reform'sts of all varietes, who are
trying to hold back our revolutions.

For Revolutionary
UNITY!

The Valencian City Council

On the evening of February 3rd, the new mun.cipal Coun-
cil of Valencia was founded, with a comrade of the C. N. T.
as inayor and of the U. G. T. as deputy mayor. The body
will be composed of six representatives of the C. N. T, six
of the U. G. T, three of the F. A. 1. three of the Socialist
Party, three of the Communist Party, two of the P. O. U. M,
two of the Valencian Left, two of the Left Va'encian Party,
two of the Spanish Left, three of the Republican Left, three
of the Republican National Union and two of the Syndicalist
Party—thirty five in all.

Workers Front?

Representing the P. O. U. M. in the Valencian town Coun-
cil are the Comrades José Grimalt and Edward de. Sirval, the
latter the brother of the journalist assassinated in October by
the Legionaries in the Oviedo prison.

The Communist Party alone raised its voice against the
admission of these two comrades and the party they represent.
All the otker parties accepted their places, but the Stalirists
instead, insulted our delegates, and as usual, called them
agents of Hitler and Mussolini. To cap it all, they withdrew
from the Council, as they already had from the Valencia
Provincial Council.

Who breaks the workers front?

The Trend

On February 3 the Council of the Generality of Catalonia
decided that collectivization of the dairies is illegal. Meetings
are to be held with represer.tatives of the two trade union
centrals which have already carried out such collectivization
to find a solution for this «problemp.

SELL OUR BULLETIN

Frequenily the path of human history depends upon the
action of a relatively small group of revolutionaries who show
the way for the masses to follow. Now is the time, comrades,
to learr the pitfalls as well as the correct way to the work-
ers’ society. Study the events in Spain—the hopes and dangers
of this present revolutionary situation. Read the Engish bull-
etin of P. O. U. M.—the SPANISH REVOLUTION. Order a
bundle and sell it.

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION can be had through our
agents for two pence or five cents a copy. Order from:

The Independent Labour Party, 35 St. Bride St. London.

The Marxist League, 238 Edgeware Road, London, W. 2.

The Labor Book Shep, 28 E. 12th Street, New York City.

The League for a Revolutionary Workers’ Party (U. Si) 126
E. 16th Street, New York City.

The L. R. W. P. (Canada) 4, Alexander St., Toronto, On-
tario.

Friends of Workers Spain, Box 785, Chicago, Illinois.

Ernest Erber, 549, Randolph St., Chicago, Illineis.

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION, 10 Rambla de los Estudios,
Barcelona, Spain.

Other agents are requested. Money for the P.O.U.M. can be
sent by money order or the American Express Co. to the LL.P.
London, to be forwarded to us here.
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A WORKERS' AND PEASANTS GOVERNMENT

The fall of Malaga is being used to bolster up a political
program which has failed a thousund times. The capitalist
democracy of the middle class, like those pseudo-Marzists who
«re unable to believe in the creative force of the working class,
floundering up to its meck in the swamp of its failure and
weakness, instead of retiring from the public scene, tries to
clewr itself of the recent military defeats. Thus we see the
President of the Government in his recent speech at Valencia
—at the close of o demonstration of three hundred thousard
sersons — stating that «the Government needs deeds, not
wordsy. May we suggest to Largo Caballero and his camp who
it is that has acted with deeds and who with words? Useless
verbiage has accompanied all the acts and policies of the
government. With speeches and more speeches, our democrats
irave paralyzed all offensive action,; with the subterfuges of
¢« small-time lawyer, they have stood in the way of a war
irdustry and « coordinated economy, the very things which
we need. On the contrary, it has been the working class which
has at all times offered its all—its life. In excharge for what?
In exchange for a gun—a gun which it has not received in the
majority of cases—with which to win the war and assure its
revolutionary conquests.

It is now, however, with the fall of Malaga, which demon-
strates the incapacity to which we were referring, that they
try to reinforce the governmental policy of annuliling the rev-
clutionary action of the workers’ organisations. Theu speak
cudly of a «strong governmert». A «strong government?» It
sounds good. It can be said without the least hint of what
they really want; but what they really want is perfectly obvious
to us: under the present circumstances, a strong government,
that is, a strengthening of the power of the present ruling
clique would be realized at the experse of the revolutionary
independence of the workers’ organizations, or, more clearly
siated, at their absolute and total submission to the policies
of the middle class. It is coming to the light as a large scale
manoeuvre, which our party, with its firm revolutionary stand,
nust oppose with all its might. What is needed to win the
war is not a strengthening of impatence; what is necessay
is rather a 1009% revolutionary program.

The Revolutionary Youth Front, in ilts great inaugural
meeting, and the Anarchist paper, «Solidaridad Obrera» have
taken the stand that the army needed is a revolutionary work-
ers’ army, an army which spritgs from the working class and
which is directly controlled by the workers’ organizations. This
is precisely our position. Not the «regular» or «peoplesn army
-—such vague terms—but « revolutionary army alone can lead
us to victory. But such. a class army cannot be organized by
rn government whose program is typically middle class; it can
be organized only by a revolutionary .government, a govern-
ment of the working class, a Workers’ and Peasants’ Govern-
nient. A «strong» government such as is now being called for

is itot only a bluff, but a danger as well. It is a danger since
it would be imposed at the cost of the workers’ organizations
wnd as a mortgage on their revolutionary program.

A strong government means a Strengthening of the middle
class program. It is a fresh attempt to revive and fortify
@ policy which has worse than failed. No-one carn speak of a
strong power-to win the war, because to win the war they
nust always count cn the working class. If the war has not
Szen won, it is due exactly to the.r poiicy and not to the work-
ers, who have always been ready to fight. The workers,
with their revolutionary action, have never obstructed the
victory over fascism, as has the governmernt with the pretext
¢y winning the war by ovpos.ng the revolution. What is more,
o «strong government» cannot solve the problems that now
confront the whole Iberian Peninsula, this can be dore only
by a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, which will know
how tc organize a really victorious force through its revolut-
ionary program.

Aga:nst every manoeuvre of the middle class we will oppose
cur revolutionary action. Against a «sStrorny government» we
will impose a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, This alone
iv the guarantee of victory; this alone can win the war and
n:ake the revolution.

«A Fascist Prisoner.»  «And just imagine!  He's a Spaniard. »






