










579 W O R K E R S M O N T H L Y

R E V I E W S

Supernaturalism on Trial
By C. E. Ruthenberg

MY HERESY. By Bishop William Montgomery Brown

pp. 274. Published by The John Day Company, New

York City. For sale by The DAILY WORKER Pub-

lishing Co., Chicago. Price $2.00.

rpHIS book by Bishop Brown contains the severest con-
•̂  demnation of supernaturalism and the Church that
could be written. Not because Bishop Brown uses sharp
or condemnatory language. Quite the contrary, Bishop
Brown writes in a gentle and forgiving spirit. This be-
comes, however, the sharpest satire when the facts he
presents are in one's mind. It is in the circumstances
of Bishop Brown's story, in the test of supernaturalism
in application and the methods of the Church in action
that the bankruptcy of supernaturalism and the hypoc-
risy of the Church are exposed.

The story of the book is the intellectual history of
Bishop Brown. TMs history throws much light on
the question, why in this age of science, which has rele-
gated to the iscrap heap, every contention of supernatural
religion—its personal God, who atoned for our -sins, its
history, its geography, its astronomy—there are still
sincere men and women who 'believe these tales which
come to us out of the childhood of the race.

Bishop Brown was a sincere believer until he was
fifty-five years old. How could this happen? Bill Brown,
the Civil War orphan, was bound out to an Ohio
farmer at a tender age. His school years consisted more
of hard work on the farm than a study of books. Res-
cued from his bondage by poor house officials he came
into a more favorable environment and after some ad-
ventures as a coachman in Omaha where at the
same time he secured an elementary education, the
opportunity came to study for the Episcopal ministry.
The next thirty years of his life were spent as a mis-
sionary, archdeacon and bishop of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church.

From the story as told by Bishop Brown it appears
that he was a believer in supernaturalism thru all these
years because it was taught to him as a child, because
in the education which he received there was no other
interpretation of the universe than the fables contained
in the ibible, and because his years of maturity were
spent in the environment of the Church.

At the age of fifty-five Bishop Brown discovered Dar-
win. What he has to say about this discovery is worth
quoting:

"I began to read the "Origin of Species" . . .
"The Darwin 1 had preached against was an impudent

upstart who had defied the scholarship of the world by
setting up his own little impious and atheistic theory. . .

" 'What had Darwin to offer us?' That was the ques-
tion that almost always landed exactly where I had
wanted it to land. The answer, obviously, was nothing.
On the other hand I was offering a home in the sky to
whomsoever would believe what I had told him to be-
lieve; and my promissory note to that effect was en-
dorsed by all the clergymen of our church, and by all
the saints and Apostles, and by the very Son of the Per-
son who made and was now absolute owner of that sky.

"Naturally I thought that would fix Darwin.
"But the Darwin I had at last got around to read did

not seem to be so easily fixed. This Darwin was not
seemingly concerned with making converts. He was just
noticing things—living things—and watching how they
acted. If any one were curious as to what he had no-
ticed, he was quite willing to tell; but if any one were
not curious, he had no criticism to make. Furthermore,
if some one had noticed something that he had missed,
or if his notes were incorrect in any way he would be
awfully obliged if corrections would be made."
The result of his reading of Darwin Bishop Brown de-

scribes thus:
"The world that I had lived in up to that moment Just

disappeared. It did not merely fall into ruins. It col-
lapsed, without leaving any ruins. I shut my eyes and
groped about me for the old familiar darkness, but the
darkness was not there. It had popped into nothing-
ness, as darkness is likely to do when light is turned
on suddenly."

The next stage in the intellectual history of Bishop
Brown 'grew out of his attitude toward the World War.
He was opposed to the war. In groping about for an
explanation of the war and why the Church would not
take a stand against it he found the literature of So-
cialism. He says:

"I read 'Capital' by Karl Marx, a book and a writer
of whom I had never heard before.

"That was another revelation. It was as important a
revelation in its way as the revelation of Darwin. It
gave me my first clear view of human society. I do
not mean by that that it left nothing to learn, but it left
my individualism about where Darwin had left my
heaven and my hell."

Most men, having reached Bishop Brown's age and
position in life would have remained silent about these
new discoveries. Thousands in and out of the Church do
that. They continue servants of the supernaturalism
and of capitalist society, knowing that the one is based
upon ignorance and the other upon a social system whicl*
continues in existence because of the -power of the class
which profits from it to mold the minds of those whom
it exploits.

Bishop Brown had the courage to announce to the
world the new view of life and our social system which
he had discovered. He did this thru his book "Commu-
nism and Christianism." He (became as ardent an
apostle of iDarwin and Marx as he had been of super-
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naturalism as contained in the creed of the Protestant
Episcopal Church.

This was the unforgivable sin in the eyes of the
Church, and we might add, in the eyes of the pillars of
capitalist society. He was brought to trial by the
Church for heresy, the charge being based upon the
views expressed in "Comimuniism and Christianism," on
the cover of which he had printed "Banish God from
the sky and capitalism from the earth." The history
of this trial thru its various stages of the hearings in
his case, the proceedings before the court of appeals
of the Church and finally in the House of Bishops, of
which. Bishop Brown was a member, is an ex-
posure of hypocrisy on the part of his judges and the
Church they represent which will destroy any shred of
respect for the Church as an institution or any belief
in supernaturalism which the reader of this book may
have left in his mind.

Bishop Brown's heresy was a difficult problem for
the Church because of the manner in which he had
assimilated his new beliefs. After thirty years of accept-
ance of a religious creed, and preaching of that creed,
it would be a difficult thing, indeed, to root out of the
mind all the old forms of expression and ceremonies.
Bishop Brown solved this problem for himself by giving
his old, supernatural ideas and forms of expression a
new content. He discarded all supernaturalism 'but ex-
pressed his new convictions about life and our social
system in the language of the Church.

Thus Bishop Brown could say to those who accused
him of heresy:

"I believe in God . . . the Father Almighty . . . .
Maker of Heaven and earth.

"Not, indeed, a designer, manufacturer and manager,
as the minds which codified the Creeds, conceived their
anthropomorphic God to be. Because of the revelations
of science, which were denied to them, my god, devil,
heaven, hell world are infinitely more complex than
theirs and the symbol 'Maker' must be applied to the
greatest among all divine trinities: Matter, the Father,
Force, the Son; and Motion, the Sprit—the creator, sus-
tainer and governor of the world with all that in it is,
physical and psychical.

"1 believe in Jesus, not less than the literalists, whether
Modernists or Fundamentalists, but more. Jesus, to me,
is more than a historical character and more than a sec-
ond term in an ancient theological equation. Whatever
this Court does, it cannot strip me of my uplifting belief
in Jesus. I see Jesus the Man of Sorrows—ever Man of
Sorrows from the first dawn of human intelligence and
oppression; and who, in every instance was villified and
punished and put to death."
This expression of the discoveries of science in re-

gard to the universe and oppression of the exploited
class in our isocial system in the terms of the Church
creed, is unnecessary to those in whose minds the for-
mulas of supernaturalism have not been%deeply imbed-
ded hy long years of use. They can cast aside the terms
and forms of the Church creed together with its super-
naturalism and couch their views of the universe and
society based upon class rule and exploitation in the
language of science, thus more surely rooting out su-
perstition and supernaturalism.

Bishop Brown's symbolism in his confession of faith
made the job of defining his heresy a hard one for his
judges. There are many gradations in the Church to-
day of those who accept the statements of the creeds and
bible. For some, one thing is symbolical and for others
another. His judges faced the question of declaring that
all of the creeds and the bible must be accepted literally,
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or of defining what was to be accepted literally and
what symbolically. To accept Bishop Brown's view that
all of the creeds can only be accepted symbolically was
to sweep away the foundations of isupernaturalism. But
what is to be accepted symbolically and what literally?

His Church judges solved the problems, or rather at-
tempted to extricate themselves from the dilemma, "by
condemning Bishop Brown and expelling him from the
House of Bishops, without defining in what his heresy
consisted. Thus the holy bishops followed a method
not dissimilar from that of the United States supreme
court, which is able to uphold the conviction of social
heretics without defining the nature of their "crime."

Bishop Brown's book will do much to open the minds
of those who still accept the doctrines of supernatural-
ism. It will help to destroy illusions about the sacred-
ness and holiness of the pillars of the Church, in this
case represented by a House of Bishops. It reveals a
man whose honesty and courage will win the admiration
and respect of his readers.

BISHOP BROWN'S NEW BOOK

'MY HERESY'
The Autobiography of An Idea

$2.00 Cloth Bound

DAILY WORKER PUBLISHING CO.
1113 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago, III.
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Pepper on the British General
Strike

THE GENERAL STRIKE AND THE GENERAL
BETRAYAL, by John Pepper, Daily Worker Pub-
lishing Company, Chicago. 100 pages. 25 cents.

rnHE importance of a study of .the, British General Strike
"̂  and its lessons for the labor movement of America
and of the entire world cannot be overemphasized. It
is especially important to the American working class.
Because of certain similarities in the development of
Britain and America, because of the inheritance of cer-
tain common traditions and institutions, a single lan-
guage, etc., the development and experiences of the
British working class have always had a profound influ-
ence upon the workers of the United States.

Among the outstanding pro'blems of our party in
America are the developing of a political consciousness
in the American working class and the struggle with
the class collaboration tendencies that exist in America.
In both these matters the British experiences present
a closer parallel than can be found anywhere else in the
world. The United States is today assuming the posi-
tion of the world's workshop and clearing house so long
held by Great Britain, and allowing for the differences
of the epoch of finance imperialism and decaying capi-
talism, like causes are producing like results.

From an aristocracy of labor, pro-capitalist and con-
servative, adhering to capitalist political parties, believ-
ing in the eternity of capitalism and the British empire,
imperialistic and thoroughly corrupted by the philos-
ophy and practices of class collaboration, the British
working class has developed through "new unionism"
(the organization of the unskilled), a labor party, and
pacifism, to the great general strike, towards a mass
Communist party and the, proletarian revolution. The
American working class has to tread a somewhat sim-
ilar path (altho under the different conditions of the
epoch of declining capitalism) and more than any other
workingclass it can and must learn from the experiences
of the British workers.

The coal crisis which precipitated the general strike
is a crisis which strongly affects the United States. In
part an effect of the Dawes plan, in part a result of
world conditions (electrification, post-war economy, etc.)
and in part a special British 'phenomenon, it has its
counterpart in a crisis in the American coal industry
the resolution of which will in large measure determine
the fate of the American labor movement for the imme-
diate future period.

Finally, and most important, the British general strike
was a general strike. As such, its study, as Pepper
rightly says, "will constitute a veritable higher education
in revolutionary strategy and tactics for the entire labor
movement." The question of the possibility, nature
and significance of a General Strike, first put on the
order of business by the growth of modern industry
and transportation, discussed theoretically by left and
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right and by socialists and syndicalists a generation
ago, has a greatly enriched content for study in this
great strike. By reason of its duration, of the masses
involved, of the industrially advanced country in which
it occurred, by reason of the fact that it was an or-
ganized effort of organized unions and not a spontane-
ous unorganized mass strike, by reason of its economic
origin, iby reason of its effect upon world economy, it
presents a ne,w and more important phenomenon than
previous general strikes. It is of such great importance
to the world's working class that it may be ranked with
such oustanding events as the Paris Commune and the
Revolution of 1905 in Russia as objects of study and
sources of lessons in strategy and tactics.

Pepper's pamphlet is only 100 pages long, yet in these
one hundred pages all of these matters are brilliantly
sketched. The pamphlet has a sweep and a movement
to it that makes the events of the general strike unroll
like a gigantic drama, but a drama watched by a know-
ing spectator who is not only deeply moved but is cap-
able of drawing big lessons as well. The author has
succeeded remarkably in portraying the event in all its
complexity with all its background and implications
without robbing it of any of its dramatic vividness.
Marxian studies of historic events are somehow expected
to fee dry but this pamphlet is no more "dry" than "The
Paris Commune" or the "Eighteenth Brumaire." It is a
booklet that every worker can read and it should be the
business of our party to put it in the hands of every
workingman in the United States, and a'bove all of
every trade unionist. I Would like to see it taken up in
study circles and trade union fractions and classes all
over the country. In the words of the author, "The
mere fact of the. general strike enriches the arsenal of
the working class of the West European and American
industrial countries," and of this arsenal and American
working class must avail itself.

—Bert Wolfe.

"THE SPOKESMAN'S SECRETARY," Being the Letters
of Mame to Mom" by Upton Sinclair; published by
the author in Pasadena, Cal. Price, $1.25.

"TT is uprorarious," I was assured. Well, I enjoy a
•*• hearty laugh and was willing to grab the oppor-

tunity to get one. Thus I started out reading the
"Spokesman's Secretary" with great expectations. My
expectations, however, were not realized—-I missed the
laugh. But in-spite of that I did finish the book with a
feeling of immense satisfaction. I started out to find
uproarious humor. I found bitter satire; a satire on the
spokesman, a satire on the American people; a satire
on some of our "sacred" American institutions; a satire
the more bitter because the picture runs true to reality.
The caricature strokes of the artist do not produce the
satirical effect toy exaggerating any of the lines of the
picture; they effect it produced by simply bringing out
into clear relief the ridiculous reality.

The "Spokesman's Scretary" is a work like Gogol's
"Inspector General." If our liberal friends who will un-
doubtedly read it with pleasure would really understand
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it they would weep and not laugh.
We revolutionists have no reason to weep. We can

genuinely enjoy the book. We enjoy the satire and
hope that its acid will burn holes into the seemingly im-
penetrable hide of democratic illusions of Mr. American
People. Such holes may admit a little whiff of the
storm of the class struggle raging without. That may
teach him that as "people" he is fooled by a Punch and
Judy show of White House and other democratic insti-
tutions. He will learn that this show is nothing but a
cover for a con game with the "dear people" as the Vic-
tims. He will learn that as a people he ia- a helpless
victim while as a class, as a proletariat, he can rele-
gate that show with its marionettes of Spokesmen,
Spokesmen's Secretaries, Senators Buttles and Grand-
daddies' Prows to the scrapheap, making room for an
edifice of political rule of the working class.

The "Spokesman's Secretary" deserves a circulation
of millions in the United States. The author, intention-
ally or not, has produced a textbook on democracy, as
an antidote for grown-ups to the ipoisonous trash fed to
them in the school textbooks on "our Government."

—M. B.

573

"THE MIND OF THE NEGRO AS REFLECTED IN LET-
TERS WRITTEN DURING THE CRISIS, 1800-1860."
By Carter G. Woodson. The Association for the Study
of Negro Life and History, Washington, D. C.

T\R. WOODSON'S book helps us to answer the ques-
•̂  tion: What were the Negroes of the United States,
both slave and free, doing and thinking during the
slavery struggle? Of what white leaders on both sides
of the conflict were accomplishing, we have abundant
evidence. We know very little of the work of the Ne-
groes themselves. This collection of letters helps to
pave the way for a more thoro study of this neglected
field.

There were about three million slaves in the United
States at the beginning of the Civil War. There were
also a large number of free Negroes. The United States
census of 1860 shows a total of 488,070 free Negroes in
the country. Of these, a little more than half were in
the Northern and Northwestern states.1 Since the im-

1) See the concise table in C. G. Woodson's "A Century
of Negro Migration."

APEN AIR FOOD KITCHENS

Workers' International Relief Feeding Miners' Children

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS' AID.
National Office, 1553 W. Madison St.,
Chicago, III.

Please find enclosed $ for packages of food for the
children of the British miners in the famine districts. I will try and send
you a weekly contribution of $

SIGNED

ADDRESS

CITY AND STATE

BRITISH MINERS
APPEAL

The General Council of the
Trade Union Congress and
the Miners' Federation have
issued a joint manifesto, in
which they say:

"Actual starvation has in-
vaded the miners' homes. The
women and children are suf-
fering through the action of
the Poorlaw authorities, with
the connivance of the govern-
ment, in cutting down the
scale of relief and through
the curtailment of school
meals. In trying to bring the
miners into subjection the
government has not scrupled
to endeavor to check the gen-
erous impulses of the public
in voluntarily subscribing to
the relief funds by which the
worst consequences of the
tragedy in the coal fields
have been partially alleviat-
ed.

The WORKERS' INTER-
N A T I O N A L R E L I E F O F
E N G L A N D , the sister organ-
ization of the INTERNA-
T I O N A L WORKERS' AID
OF A M E R I C A , in a cable-
gram, urges immediate assist-
ance in the famine relief
work among the miners' chil-
dren in the starvation dis-
tricts of CHOPWELL, BIRT-
LEY, STANLEY, H I G H S P E N
and BLAYTON where they
are distributing 50,000 food
packages weekly. We must
aid them in this splendid

work. It takes only fifty
cents to make up one pack-
age of wholesome food.
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mense majority of the letters in Dr. Woodson's book
are from free Negroes, it is important for us to know-
something of the condition of this group.

"Where did these free Negroes come from? There were,
first, the Negroes who had been freed by legislative en-
actment in those states whose industrial and commercial
character made slavery unprofitable. Vermont abolished
slavery in 1777, Massachusetts in 1780; gradual eman-
cipation acts were passed by Pennsylvania in 1780, by
Rhode Island and Connecticut in 1784, by New York in
1799, and by New Jersey in 1804. The Northwest Or-
dinance of 1787 forbade slavery in that territory, out
of which Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin were
later carved. Then there were the slaves Who escaped
to free territory with the help of free colored and whitf
sympathizers. 'So numerous was this class that certain
routes 'became recognized as safe paths for them to
travel, and the semi-organized group of people who were
stationed along the way were known as workers on the
Underground Railroad. It is estimated that in a period
of fifty years, 50,000 slaves escaped in this way.1 (Many
of these went to Canada). There was, further, a small
group of those who had managed to buy themselves free,
by "hiring out their time," and saving what they could
out of their wages, after paying their masters for board,
clothing, tools, and a certain number of dollars besides.
Last, there were the descendants of slaves manumitted
in the South before 1800—that is, before slavery was as
profitable as it became later on. With the industrializa-
tion of the North, the invention of the steam engine,
spinning jenny, machinery for working iron and wood,
sewing machinery, the mushroom growth of cotton and
woolen mills, the use of bituminous coal and water power
-—the demand for raw cotton enormously increased in
England and in the North. The invention of the cotton
gin enabled the South to prepare immense quantities of
cotton for the market. Beginning with the early part of
the nineteenth century, the South began to pay less at-
tention to what had been her staple crops—wheat, to-
bacco, indigo and rice—and to devote more and more
of her land to cotton culture.1 With this, the voluntary
emancipation of slaves on a large scale came to an end,
altho individual masters continued to emancipate favor-
ite slaves, and slaves who were their own children. The
children of a manumitted slave, born after the mother's
emancipation, were legally free.

The condition of the free Negro in any part of the
United States was far from enviable. In very few states,
even in the North, was he allowed the right of suf-
frage. New Jersey took away the ballot from the Negro
citizen in 1807, Connecticut in 1814, Pennsylvania in
1838, and New York demanded of them an unusually
high property qualification.1 Laws were passed in al-
most every state, limiting the freedom of free Negroes,
or even prohibiting their residence in the state. (This
was especially true of the South, where the presence of
the free Negro was recognized as a source of discon-
tent among the slaves.) Maryland passed a law making
a free Negro liable to a fine of $50 for every week he re-
mained in the state. The Virginia legislature decreed
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that every slave who was freed must leave the state
within a year, or be again made a slave. In North Caro-
lina, free Negroes were not allowed to trade, buy or
sell, out of 'the city in which they resided. The Louisiana
law said that "Free people of color ought never to in-
sult or strike white people nor presume to conceive them-
selves equal to the whites, but, on the contrary, they
ought to yield to them on every occasion, and never
speak or answer them but with respect, under the pen-
alty of imprisonment according to the nature of the
case." In Florida, insolvent debtors, if black, could be
sold for the benefit of creditors. The "Black Laws" of
Ohio were particularly bitter against the free Negro.
The laws of this state foribade the instruction, of Ne-
groes, forbade a colored man to give evidence in any
court against a white man, and kept Negroes from em-
ployment by decreeing that any man who employed a
Negro for one hour 'became liable for his support thru
life. In the slave states, no black man was allowed to
enter a court of justice as a witness against a white
man. Nowhere could a Negro serve on a jury. In 1853,
William Jay, writing of the condition of the free Negro,
said: ". . . they suffer every form of oppression
which the laws can inflict upon persons not actually
slaves."1

The labor aristocracy of this period was extremely hos-
tile to the employment of Negroes as skilled workers.
Frederick Douglass tells us how to 1836 he obtained
work as apprentice in a Baltimore shipyard, thus caus-
ing the carpenters to start a riot. In 1838, he tried to
get work as a calker in New Bedford, with much the
same result.2 This condition was universal in the North,
so that the overwhelming majority of free Negroes there
were unable to enter trades, and found employment only
as unskilled workers. In the South, the free Negroes
were usually either unskilled workers, small fanners, or
mechanics (blacksmiths, carpenters, .bricklayers, etc.)

-Besides the legal disabilities, the free Negro suffered
every day from a thousand petty discriminations. The
letters in Dr. Woodson's 'book abound with evidence on
this point. Frederick Douglass, the fugitive slave who
became a brilliant anti^slavery orator and writer, com-
plains time and again that he was not allowed to enter
a restaurant, or get a cabin on a boat, or enter museums
and libraries. Another colored man, a resident of New
York, complained that he was forced to walk to and
from work, as he was not permitted to board the cars.
The phrase, "We don't allow 'niggers' in here," could be
heard everywhere.

The laws restricting the education of Negroes, both
slave and free, were particularly stringent after the be-
ginning of the larger and more successful slave revolts
(the insurrection of Gabriel in Virginia in 1800, the in-
surrection in South Carottna in the same year, the in-
surrection plot in Camden in 1816, the plot of Denmark
Vesey in Charleston in 1822, and the insurrection of Nat
Turner and his group in 1831.) The law of South Caro-

1) A. B. Hart, "Slavery and Abolition."

1) For contemporary discussion of the condition of the free
Negro before the Civil War, see "Condition of the Free
People of Colol- in the United States," by W. Jay; "An Inquiry
into the Character and Tendency of the American Colonization
and American Anti-Slayerey Society," by W. Jay; and "Views
of the American Colonization Society," by G. B. Stebbins.

2) Frederick Doug-lass, "My Bondage and My Freedom."
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Una made the assembly of free Negroes "in a confined or
secret place for the purpose of mental instruction" an
unlawful assembly, carrying a penalty of twenty lashes
for each free Negro who attended. In Savannah., any
person who taught a free Negro to read or write incurred
a penalty of thirty dollars. The Georgia law decreed a
fine of $500 for a white man who instructed a Negro, and
a fine and whipping for a free Negro who taught an-
other. By the Virginia law, free Negroes who assembled
to learn to read or write were to 'have twenty stripes.
For a second offense of Instructing a free Negro in a
Sunday school, the Louisiana law decreed death.1 In
very few Northern cities did colored children receive
schooling with the white, and many northern states
passed laws to prohibit or hinder the education of col-
ored people. Nevertheless, many Negroes, and even many
slaves, learned secretly from white companions, or from
freemen, or from parents or grandparents who had been
taught by missionaries and local priests, or by their own
masters, before the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury. Dr. Woodson himself says that "it is safe to say
that ten per cent of the adult Negroes had the rudiments
of education in 1860, but the proportion was much less
than . . . about 1825."2

Large numbers of Negroes, and among these many
fugitive slaves, were active and brilliant workers in the
Abolition movement. Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Paul,
William C. Nell, William Wells Brown, and others whose
letters appear in Dr. Woodson'a collection, are only a
few of many. The voice of Negro orators was heard
from thousands of anti-slavery platforms. Dozens of
Negro newspapers spoke for their people. "The North
Star," later called simply "Frederick Douglass' Paper,"
"The Ram's Horn,' "The Mystery," "The National Watch-
man," "The Elevator," "The Struggler," and many
others, all under Negro editorship, found support among
both Negro and white friends of anti-slavery.

Probably the most valuable part of Dr. Woodson's
book are the hundred or more pages of letters by Fred-
erick Douglass. The reader will find frequent references
to the quarrel of Douglass with the Garrisonian aboli-
tionists, and it would be well to clear up this point here.
The orthodox Garrisonian believed in the doctrine of
non-resistance and moral suasion (!), believed that slave-
ry could be abolished by disdaining the slave-holder.
They said that the Constitution recognized slavery, and
from this (correct) premise, they drew the conclusion
that the free states must dissolve the union, and refuse
to recognize the slave states. The slogan of this doc-
trine—popularly known as "disunionism"—was "No union
with slave-holders!" The dis-unlonists (believed in refus-
ing to "participate" in the conduct of the federal gov-
ernment, and in abstention from the vote and from all
kinds of political action.3

Douglass at first was inclined to agree with the Gar-
risonians, as his early letters and speeches plainly show.
But about 1850, he began to realize, as he himself said,
that this doctrine, "carried out," "dissolves the Union,
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1) See William Jay and G. B. Stebbins, as above.
2) C. G. "Woodson, "The Education of the Negro Prior to

1861."
3) A. B. Hart, "Slavery and Abolition."
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and leaves the slaves and their masters to fight their
own .battles, in their own way." In a speech made in
1860, he said: "I am for ... drawing the bond of
the Union more closely and 'bringing the slave States
more completely under the power of the free states."
This policy he a'dvocated in his paper, ("•Frederick Doug-
lass's Paper.") 1

The condition of the slaves during this 'period we need
not dwell on. Much has been -written about it, and a
glance at the slave code of any of the southern states
will convince anyone of the inhuman brutality of the
system.

About one-third of the letters in the collection are ad-
dressed to the American Colonization Society. This or-
ganization, which was launched in 1817, had for its ob-
ject the deportation of free Negroes from the United
States and their colonization in Liberia. As may be
imagined, this plan appealed to slaveholders, (who know
that free Negroes were a menace to slavery) as well as
to soft-headed philanthropists and incurably prejudiced
'whites.. The Society's first president, Judge Bushrod
Washington, of Virginia, was a slave-holder. Its second
president, Mr. Carroll, left at his death one thousand
slaves, and Mr. Madison, another president, left one hun-
dred. The Society received generous gifts from slave-
state legislatures, $200,000 from Maryland, 130,000 a
year for five years from Virginia, and so on.2 The
Society declared, even in its official organs, that the
Negro was incapable of rising in the United States; that
he was "inferior" in every respect. "An anomalous race
of beings, the most depraved upon earth."3 "The most
abandoned race on earth,"4 "ignorant, degraded, men-
tally diseased."5 "Useless and pernicious, if not . . .
dangerous,"6 were some of the phrases used by the
Society to describe the free Negroes. "America is the
white man's home: God has so ordered it,"7 "The
African in this country belongs 'by birth to the very
lowest station in society; and from that station he can-
not rise, be his talents what they may"8—these were
the hopes held out to the Negro by the American Col-
onization Society. The Society unconditionally condemn-
ed abolition, and admitted—actually boasted—that the
deportation of the free Negroes tended to secure slave
property. "Colonization of the free people of color, will
render the slave who remains in America more obedient,
more faithful, more honest, and consequently more use-
ful to his master."9 "The tendency of the scheme, and
one of its objects, is to secure slave holders."10 If space
permitted, we could give scores of quotations to the
same effect. To the soft-headed philanthropist, the So-
ciety spoke of the missionary work which the American

1) Frederic May Holland, "Frederick Douglass."
2) G. B. Stebbins, as above.
3) African Repository, VII, 230. Quoted by W. Jay, "An

Inquiry, etc."
4) Address before the Lynchburg Col. Society. Quoted by

W. Jay.
5) Editorial, Af. Rep., I, 68. Quoted by W. Jay.
6) Henry Clay, Meting to organize Amreican Col. Soc., 1816.

Quoted by Stebbins.
7) Letter of J. B. Latrobe in reply to Victor Hugo's letter

to Mrs. Chapman of July 6, 1851. Quoted by Stebbins.
8) Af. Rep., 230, 246. Quoted by Stebbins.
9) Second Report Am. Col. Soc. Quoted by "W. Jay, "An

Inquiry, etc."
10) Address of a Virginia Col. Soc., Af. Rep. IV, 274. Quoted

by W. Jay.
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Negro could do in Africa. The free Negro was told that
the Society hoped for the abolition of slavery—altho
this, of course, 'was to be the work of "the slow and
gradual operation of centuries"i—and that he. would
find comfort in Africa.

It is pleasant to know that relatively few of the more
politically conscious Negroes were taken in by this,
scheme. The Southern Negro, freed on condition of his
emigration to Africa, and other Negroes in the South,
not easily reached by abolition 'propaganda, as well as
a few Northern Negroes who were disgusted with the
race prejudice they found on every hand, favored the
Society. The overwhelming majority of the Northern
Negroes denounced it roundly. Meetings of Negroes in
many cities 'passed resolutions against it: "Resolved
that we never will separate ourselves voluntarily from
the slave population of this country . . ."2 "Re-
solved, that we believe the primary, secondary and ul-
timate object of the American Colonization Society is
the exportation of the free 'people of color from the Unit-
ed States and thereby to render slave property more
secure and valuable. We do therefore condemn uncon-
ditionally the society and its advocates."3 "We rec-
ognize in it the most intense hatred of the colored race,
clad in the garb of pretended philanthropy."4 The col-
lection of letters, while it contains opinions of a few
intelligent freemen, disgusted with the prevailing in-
equality, that the Negro could never toe free in Ameri-
ca and must go elsewhere, tells more of the difficulties
of persuading Negroes to emigrate. "It must be well-
known to you how deep the 'prejudices of the most of
our free color people is against any thing that the Colon-
ization 'Society has anything to do with or any control
over," says one 'writer. This prejudice was due partly
to the toelief that the climate and living conditions in
Africa were 'bad, and largely to a determination to stay
in America and fight for the acquisition of all rights
granted to white 'men. According to the figures, of the
Society itself, it had succeeded by 1852 in colonizing
only 7,836 people.5

We have been able to touch briefly on only the most
important 'points concerning the Negro of this period,
and on these points, to give only a little of the evidence
available. We have said nothing of the frequent race
riots in the North, nor of the church in its relation to
slavery, nor of the relation of the Negro to the church.
Dr. Woodson's book suggests a hundred fields of profit-
able study. The questions of the relation of black and
white labor during this period, and of the development
of the anti^slavery movement in all its phases, are prob-
ably the two most important questions for the workers
of today. —Edith Block.

. 1) Af Rep. I, p. 217. Quoted by W. Jay.
2) Resolution passed in Philadelphia, Jan. 1817. Quoted

by Stebbins.
3) Resolution passed by state convention of colored people

of Ohio in Cincinnati, Jan. 14, 1852. Quoted by Stebbins.
4) Resolution passed at Syracuse, N. Y., March 18, 1853.

Quoted by Stebbins.
5) See C. G. Woodson, "A Century of Negro Migration."
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