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aside all other duties and participated to insure the
election of genuine, trustworthy revolutionaries.
Particularly in the first stages of the revolution did
the working and farming masses play a decisive role.
Though it was plainly an open act of treason, the colo-
nists exercised their own, the anti-government, militia
every fair day. In the beginning the militia officers
were elected directly by the militiamen serving under
them. In some instances the government’s military offi-
cers deserted to the anti-government forces and served
as teachers of the revolutionary militia. In one of
General Gage’s regiments more than forty deserted and
took with them their muskets and bayonets. There

were also instances where government seamen mutinied.

Role of the Merchants.
And why did many of the colonial merchants enter
the non-importation agreements against the government?
Said a Philadelphia merchant in 1774:

“You cannot blame us for entering into this agree-
ment—we are already head over ears in debt, and
from the restrictions laid on our trade we have no
prospect of being able to pay you.

“. . . Our province still groans under a burden
of debt contracted during the late war, which, though
a successful one, produced advantages in which we
were by no means the most considerable sharers.”

The late war referred to above is the Seven Years’
‘War. Too many of our American historians have over-
looked the relations between the economic consequences
of that war and the subsequent First American Revolu-
tion.

But a letter from a wealthy New Yorker, written about
the same time shows that—especially in the early stages
of the struggle—the men of property were very timid
and feared the possible development of a revolutionary
upheaval.

“Most sensible people here, people of property,
whom | should suppose interested as much in the
matter, are of this opinion, and say that one master
is better than a thousand, and that they would
rather be oppressed by a king than by a rascally
mob. ’'Tis not only reducing everybody to a level,
but it is entirely reversing the matter, and making
the mob their masters.”

Another pro-government letter declares:

“All their leaders are poor miscreants, who could
not live in affluence but in times of commotion; hav-
ing nothing to lose by the disturbance, they exert
themselves to keep up and increase them. . . | do
not know one man of real property who is in earnest
in this rebellious cause.”

True Character of the Revolution.

Familiar prattle, eh? How often have we in recent
days heard such gems of wisdom from the defenders of
the existing ruling class?

Soon the Loyalists began to form their own associa-
tions, as for example, under General Ruggles, to combat
the revolutionary committees.

Let no one be mistaken. The first American revolu-
tion was not a proletarian revolution, It was a revolution
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removing certain economic barriers to and laying the po-
litical basis for the development of a native, American
national bourgeoisie.

On the whole, those property owners in the colonies
whose economic interests depended on the maintenance
of British government powers lined up with the govern-
ment. These merchants burdened with debts, the early
American manufacturers, the native shipping men com-
peting with British under the handicap of increasing
adverse laws and government regulations, on the whole,
were with the revolution and against the government,

It is precisely this latter class of supporters of the
revolution who soon wrested all leadership from the
masses in the revolution. It is this class that imprinted
an indelible aristocratic stamp on the first American
revolution—who very soon perpetrated the counter-revo-
lution—who immediately thereafter organized them-
selves into the Federalist Party and established a cen-
tralized government to cheat and defraud the working
and farming masses who fought the battles and suffered
untold miseries in the field on all fronts of the revolu-
tion.

The mass insurrections against this new government
following on the heels of the struggle against the old
government were only the last efforts of workers and
impoverished farmers to retain some of the advantages
they won in the first period of the revolutionary class
war against their British exploiters and oppressors,

Yet, in these very days when we celebrate the tenth
year of the victorious proletarian revolution of our
Russian brothers—in these very days when American im-
perialism appears so invulnerable in the eyes of the
superficial—when our working class is on the whole so
politically under-developed, it is rather appropriate to
draw and living, inspiring picture of a real American
revolution—made in America.

“Gentlemen” writing to his friend in England on May
1, 1775, tells us:

“The news of the attack at Boston reached New
York on Sunday the 23rd., and that very day the
populace seized the city arms, and unloaded two pro-
vision vessels bounded for the troops at Boston. In
the course of the week they formed themselves into
companies under officers of their own choosing, dis-
tributed the arms, called a provincial congress, de-
manded the keys of the custom house, and shut up
the port, trained their men publicly, convened the
citizens by beat of drum, drew the cannon into the
interior country and formed an association of defense
in perfect league with the rest of the continent,
which is signing by all ranks, professions and
orders.”

This on the streets of New York! Not in Berlin.
Not in Moscow. But in our own proud and patriotic
New York when it was far nearer being one hundred
per cent American, fully native, than it has been ever
since, is today, or will be in a very long time to come!

Such a picture of the first American revolution in
action is a timely reminder of our present-day American
ruling class—the bourgeoisie. It is simultaneously a
source of light and inspiration to the American workers
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who are still in the dark as to the true nature of the
present government and its role in the class war of to-
day.

A Stimulating Book.

Margaret Wheeler has done really well a very neces-
sary job. Her collection of letters is of permanent value
to the historian in many ways. But for the American
working class this book is exceptionally worth while in
two special respects.

1. The book tends to imbue the American workers
with the idea that they, like the French, the German,
the Russian, the English and other workers also have
some revolutionary traditions and know how to fight as
revolutionists—for revolutionary objectives, decisively
and victoriously against exploiters and oppressors.

2. This fortunate collection of letters deals a telling
blow to a fallacious and promiscuous theory new being
peddled amongst our workers by reactionary labor lead-
ers, social democrats, bqurgeois professors, statesmen
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and other capitalist hangers-on. We are referring to
the ‘“‘theory” so feverishly propagated in our social-
democratic academies, in our bourgeois universities and
in our black labor journals that “gradualism,” strictly
peaceful methods, absolutely within the framework of
the ossified bourgeois legal structure, are an innate
feature of social movements, of class struggles waged
among Anglo-Saxons.

These “theoreticians” would have us believe that the
American workers fighting in the class struggle are im-
mune from the laws of class warfare,

Of course, our bourgeoisie already know otherwise and
better. Our workers are more and more learning that
such non-existent Anglo-Saxon virtues are just that much
and more balderdash palmed off as the absolute, abstract
truth to serve as a sort of a devastating boll-weevil to
destroy the growing class consciousness of the Ameri-
can proletariat—the menacing challenge to our presently
dominant capitalist class.

| REVI
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NAPOLEON’S CAMPAIGN OF 1812 AND THE RE-
TREAT FROM MOSCOW. By Hilaire Belloc. Harp-
er and Brothers, New York.

HERE is a vivid popular story of the campaign which

wiped out the Grand Army and crippled Napoleon’s
military career. The army, 430,000 strong, with 150,000
horses, crossed the Niemen on June 23, 1812. The ad-
vance had been delayed to give time for the grass to
grow to feed the horses. It must be remembered that
all food, supplies and ammunition depended on the
teams. The Grand Army was half French; the rest
were Poles, Italians, Germans, Swiss and Dutch. The
weather was hostile from the first. There were three
days of soaking rain which turned the country tracks
into swamps—and the hardships killed the horses in
thousands. This broke up the supply columns and
caused much suffering and hunger. The two Russian
armies, about half as strong as Napoleon’s forces, re-
treated before him for 650 miles, a nine-weeks’ trek.
There was more heavy rain early in September, and on
the 7th the Russians turned at bay at Borodino. Each
side had 130,000 men and 600 guns. After 15 hours’
struggle in which the Russians lost 42,000, the French
31,000, the Russians retroited in good order and on
September 15, Napoleon occnpied Moscow. The city
was empty and the next night was sat on fire. Napoleon
kidded himself that the Czar would make peace now
that his capital was taken. The Russians made no hos-
tile move and the French fancieg they were safe. The
French discipline was wholly relaxed—-they looted and
loafed. They were 720 miles from the border, and tho
they had furs and silks, wine and bonbons in plentiy,
they lacked bread, shoes, clothing, ammunition and
horses. On October 19 they marched out, already dis-
organized.

It is necessary to grasp the fact that on any long
march, with good weather and supplies, there wilil be
wastage—the sick, lame and lazy fall out and the army

marches on. On the march to Moscow, Napoieon’s
center started with 301,000 men, made two twelve-day
halts—yet in the eight weeks’ march to Smolensk 105,-
000 men were missing, not counting battle casualties.
The Russian army that chased the French home started
120,000 strong and seven weeks later numbered 30,000,
This fact explains the disappearance of the Grand Army.

The French started disorganized, hungry, short of
supplies and horses. They were headed off from Ka-
luga, where were depots which would have victualed
them. The weather was fine and warm, and tho they
were pestered by swarms of irregular cavalry, Cos-
sacks, the main Russian army was twenty miles be-
hind, too far away to hurt. On November 5 came the
cold. It was such cold as Americans know well—zero
weather and below. Such cold is easy to bear for a few
hours, if a man has enough food and a warm place to
sleep. Workers who have hoboed in winter remember
how the cold wakes one about midnight and how he
shivers in bitter pain until after sunrise next day. The
French, after such nights, had to drag themselves ten
or twelve miles thru a howling blizzard, with empty
stomachs—and then shiver thru another night. This
hell lasted 38 days. They died in thousands of hunger
and cold or fell out and were lanced by the Cossacks.
On November 26 some 20,000 French réached the Be-
resina River. They were followed by an equal number
of unarmed stragglers, who had thrown away their
guns and fallen out. This rabble was, of course, a use-
less burden. Three Russian armies outnumbering the
French five to one surrounded them—one army being
squarely across their path. The French eluded them
and struggled on another 200 miles. On December 13
about 20,000 all told crossed the Niemen for the second
time to safety.

Belloc has written a very readable book and includ-
ed excellent maps and sketches. He served as a con-
script in the French artillery forty years ago and he
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believes in the geographical conception of warfare.
This book is inferior to his ‘“Warfare in England” in
which he wrote vividly of the hills, rivers and marshes
of England and their effect on strategy from the Ro-
man times to the Civil War. Geographically it is very
important, but there are equally important factors,
which the military author should cover—morale, tech-
nique, training, the proportion of the different arms.
We advise the imperialists to study this campaign
well. The Russian climate has not improved in the
past century and the military and social situation has
vastly change. The needs of a modern army are ex-
tremely complex. The absolute minimum for the Grand
Army was grain for the men and grass for the horses.
Powder and clothing were necessary but did not need
many wagons. A modern army in the field requires
railway transportation and numberless trucks to haul
shells, complex and easily damaged modern weapons,
supplies not only for the combat troops but also for
the hordes of supply and auxiliary men. Airplanes,
artillery and gas units, tanks, telephone and medical
units, all must be hauled up and furnished constantly
with tons and tons of material. This line of communi-
cation hundreds of miles long is at the mercy of the
Russian peasants, trained by years of civil war in the
gentle art of sniping and wrecking. To patrol it- fully
would need tens of thousands of scldiers. Besides all
this, stuff must be manufactured in the first place by
workers, by men who for nine years have regarded the
Russian workers as their trusty allies and now are ask-
ed to help kill them and scab on their organization. To
get the stuff is nearly as difficult a problem as to de-
liver it And who can say what the soldiers, recruited
from the working class, will do? The French sailors
in the Black Sea, the American infantry in Archangel,
both mutinied In Siberia, the English, French, Czechs,
Japs and Americans bickered and squabbled.
Intervention in Russia would prove no picnic.
—K. M.

A STUDY OF NATIO-RACIAL MENTAL DIFFER-
ENCES, by Nathaniel D. M, Hirsch, Genetic Psychol-
ogy Monographs, Vol. I, Nos. 3 and 4, Worcester, Mass.,
Clark University Press, 1926.

THIS book indicates in a somewhat gross way the fate

that has overtaken modern “social science” since it
became refined bourgeois apologetics. At first glance—
nothing but uncritical assumptions, inconsequent reason-
ing, fantastic conclusions; but look a little closer—and
you see the method in the madness.

Briefly, Mr. Hirsch’s thesis is: that the various “natio-
races” (“peoples” in ordinary terminology) are character-
ized by inborn differences in intelligence which are a part
of their biologic make-up and which can be modified by
biologic means only, such as selection, mixture, etc. This
inborn difference in intelligence is only “one of the sev-
eral psychological differences in innate constitution that
help to decide the fate of nations” (p. 356). “The differ-
ences in peoples that are important in world affairs,
the vital distinctions that cause one nation to rise and
prosper and another to fall and finally to disappear are
psychological differences” (p. 356). “Upon the natio-
racial hypothesis each distinctive nation may be regard-
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ed as a psycho-biological species which constitutes and
fabricates a social milieu that is congenial to and is an
expression of its innate psychic structure” (p. 374).

It is really astonishing to see Mr. Hirsch speak with
such confidence of stable “racial” or “national” traits
in the face of the investigations of men like Boas (and
Fishberg) who have shown that in the case of the chil-
dren of the European immigrants to America “there is

a far-reaching change of type—a change which
cannot be ascribed to selection or mixture but which
can only be explained as due directly to the influence of
the environment. These results are so definite
that. . . all the evidence is now in favor of a great
plasticity of human types, the permanence of types under
new surroundings appears rather as the exception than
as the rule.” (Changes in Bodily Form of Descendants
of Immigrants, Final Report, Senate Document No. 208,
1911). This is now s0 well understood that, as Professor
Barnes says: “Racial interpretations of politics (have)
been utterly discredited and can in the future be the
refuge alone of the uninformed or the advocate” (So-
ciology and DPolitical Theory). This about puts Mr.
Hirsch where he belongs; he is uninformed and he is an
advocate—of the current bourgeois prejudices.

To his interesting theories on the motive power in
world history, Mr. Hirsch adds similar conclusions on
class relations at home. In his chapter on “Vocation
and Intelligence” (Chap. VI.) he “proves” the existence
of “a high correlation between intelligence on the one
hand and economic and social status on the other; in-
deed, intelligence is related to social status as ground to
consequence or as cause to effect”—in other words, the
‘“upper classes,” the rich, the bourgeoisie are more in-
telligent than the “lower classes,” the poor, the proleta-
riat—and they are richer and socially more powerful
because of their superior mental equipment. “The occu-
pation of a person, as his family life and social status,
is largely determined by his innate intelligence, his in-
herited temperament, and his peculiar specific abilities
or talents” (p. 328).

And how does Mr. Hirsch support conclusions so con-
veniently in line with the manifest interests of imperial-
ism and capitalism? Oh, nothing easier—thru the “in-
telligence tests!” And the conclusions are worthy of
the means!

There is probably nothing that shows more strikingly
the low estate to which science has fallen under the
blighting touch of the reactionary bourgeoisie than the
rank development, in recent times, of the pseudo-science
of “intelligence testing” with all its assumptions, reason-
ings and conclusions. Official science stands in awe and
uncritically, even eagerly, swallows its monstrous quack-
eries—with only an unheard voice here and there raised
in protest.

The basic dogmas of the “intelligence test” cult are:
that the human ‘intelligence” (no two “intelligence
testers” will agree as to exactly what this “intelligence”
is) develops in the individual in a vacuum, so to speak,
uninfluenced by his physical, cultural, or social environ-
ment, to a level determined by his inborn constitution—
so that the level of intelligence is an inborn trait, a part
of the specific biological heritage. Thru certain methods
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—*“intelligence tests” {(questions to be answered, opera-
tions to be performed)—it is maintained that it is pos-
sible to determine the relative intelligence not only of
two individuals, but even of different peoples or of dif-
ferent “races”—it is possible, in other words, to estab-
lish a graduated scale applicable alike to all human be-
ings and against which all can be measured.

The results of such comparisons have uniformly been
very convenient for the masters of modern society,
“proving” every prejudice to which their interests have
given rise. Thus, the Negro and the “foreigner” (espe-
cially the revolutionary foreigner) have been ‘“shown”
to be pronouncedly inferior in intelligence to the real
1009 American and we have just seen that the worker
must really admit the superior intelligence of his boss.
How very convenient!

It so happens, however, that the basic assumptions, the
methods of reasoning and the most favorite conclusions
of the pseudo-science of “intelligence testing’” are equally
wrong at bottom. As a matter of fact, everything seems
to have been turned upside down. “Mind does not de-
velop in vacuum. It develops in a world in which or-
ganism acts on environment and environment on organ-
ism. In developing it takes something of the complexion
of the environment. 2 (W. D. Wallis, Culture and
Race, The Scientific Monthly, Oct., 1926). Intelligence,
like any other mental function or quality, does not de-
velop independently, uninfluenced by the outside world.
It is molded and formed by the social forces that mold
the individual’s life as a whole. It is a product of the
sccial environment and not, as the perverse theory of
Mr. Hirsch has it, the determiner of the environment.
Thus, there is no such thing as “intelligence” in general,
in the sense of an “intelligence” that differs only quanti-
tatively in different individuals, groups or peoples.
There are various types of intelligence corresponding to
the major types of social relations and these types of in-
telligence are in many cases incommensurable. Only
when the social milieu is the same for two individuals or
groups can there be any common basis of comparison.
It is the social milieu that is the determining factor in
the development of intelligence.

Concretely: the intelligence tests in use in this coun-
try are uniformly contrived on the basis of the specific
intelligence of the typical man in American bourgeois
scciety—the American hourgeois—and express his modes
of thought, his judgments and his standards. What the
intelligence tests primarily show, therefore, is how the
individual or group tested measures up to the standard
of the ideal American business man. Is it any wonder
then that the “foreigners,” the Negroes, the working men
make a rather poor showing—their intellectual qualities
are not those that distinguish the business executive.
With the pertinent modifications we may quote Prof.
Wallis’ words: “Devise tests which suit the intelligence,
interest and training of the native Zulu and he will do
better than the average white man. The relative stand-
ing depends considerably on who devises the tests and
upon the criteria imposed. The traditions, aims, ambi.
tions, hopes which pervade one group are different from
those which pervade the other” (as above).
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This view of the validity and significance of the “in-
telligence tests” is substantiated by the material gathered
on the basis of these tests themselves, Particularly
striking is the evidence of the army tests as to the rela-
tive intelligence of the Negro and the white. An analy-
sis of the data shows very clearly that “the difference
between Negroes and whites is to be credited to social
heritage rather than to race” (Wallis, as above).

But if this is true the whole system of the “intelli-
gence testers” collapses. The tests indeed show that
differences between “natio-races” and classes exist, but
these differences are not inborn; they are merely prod-
uctg of different social milieus and are indicative of the
attempt to measure one group by a scale standardized
according to another.

Mr. Hirsch—who seems to be more reckless because
he is more ignorant than even the general run of “in-
telligence testers”’—should not be taken seriously in his
crude fantasies on world politics and sociology. But
there is system to his vagaries; he turns things upside
down. Instead of the “national character” fabricating
“g social milieu that is congenial to it and that is ex-
pressive of its innate psychic structure”’—it is the social
milieu that fabricates the “national character” and the
“psychic structure” (not innate!). So far is “intelli-
gence” from being the determiner of class position that
it is precisely the social class that determines and forms
the specific type of intelligence. Mr. Hirsch has merely
turned things upside down—naturally since the truth is
inconvenient to Mr. Hirsch’s patron—the American busi-
ness executive.

Only thru reading the book and reading it carefully
can one appreciate the assurance with which Mr. Hirsch
presents one absurdity after another as the most mani-
fest fact. The most curious ideas as to “national char-
acter’—which of course is innate and biological, it tak-
ing “eight or ten generations of free intermarriage” to
produce a new “natio-race” (p. 378, note)—rub shoulders
with equally extraordinary ideas on psychology and so-
ciology. The reader frequently has to rub his eyes and
wonder if the whole thing is not a deeply contrived
travesty.

But Mr. Hirsch is merely a horrible example of the
whole crew of “intelligence testers” whose intellectual
equipment consists in a facile skill in manipulating the
tests, in a dense ignorance of everything else, and in a
measureless and somewhat patronizing assurance in solv-
ing every problem confronting the human race on the
basis of their particular pseudo-science,

And this book is not just an otrdinary popular work
where the demands of science are naturally not always
fulfilled; it is one of a series of Genetic Psychology
Monographs whose editors include some of the most
famous names in the field of psychology on two conti-
nents. Is there any hope for science in the foul atmos-
phere of bourgeois reaction?

A final word: Could anything be more fitting and
proper than that this—one of the worst books ever pub-
lished—should have been inspired—as the author as-
sures us more than once—by the well-known Prof. Wm.
McDougall of “Is America Safe for Democracy?”’ fame?

—Apex.
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IOWA INTERIORS, by Ruth Suckow. Alfred A. Knopf,
New York.

THE ODYSSEY OF A NICE GIiRL, by Ruth Suckow.
Alfred A. Knopf, New York.

OWA INTERIORS is a collection of short stories about

the farmers and struggling little shop-keepers in the
small towns of Iowa. (Capitalist reviewers, praising this
book, have called it charming, delightful, have stressed
the “sweet heroism” of many of the characters. The
book is an excellent piece of work, but I find in it noth-
ing either charming or delightful. Miss Suckow’s gra-
phic descriptions of the bitter struggle for existence to
which rgost of the farmers and laborers of these small
towns are condemned, her accurate portrayal of the nar-
row, fruitless lives which even the petty-bourgeois ele-
ment must lead, are to me only another count against
the system which is satisfied that these things shall be.
That a young girl should spend thirty or more years of
her life shut up in a house with an invalid mother—and
this is the situation around which one of these stories is
built—is to me neither sweet nor heroic—it is terrible,
it is a shameful waste of human life. A decent system
will make gome provision for the sick which will not
involve the sacrifice of another person’s entire life as
well. The book is so relentlessly accurate in its stories
of wrecked and embittered and caged lives that it makes
almost painful reading.

“The Odyssey of a Nice Girl” is the story of a young
girl in one of these same Iowa towns, somewhat better
off financially than the renters and small farmers—her
father is the town undertaker. Marjorie has enough
brains to realize that such a life as she is expected to
lead—“speaking pieces” at Sunday school entertainments
and helping on church committees—is both dishonest and
uninteresting; but she has no idea of what else she can
do. A common enough tragedy.

Oh, well! The revolutionary workers, with their tre-
mendous job in the class struggle, have little time for
sympathy with the petty-bourgeois girls—and young
men—who have gotten a glimpse of a world outside of
their own surroundings, but whose personal feeling for
parents or friends, whose fear of parting with such phy-
sical comforts as they have, keeps them from breaking
away. But these fruitless individual struggles are
rather interesting side-lights on the more fruitful and
potent struggles of the working class. —P. H.

EVOLUTION IN MODERN ART, A Study of Modern
Painting, 1870-1925, by Frank Rutter, 166 pp. New

York, Lincoln Macveagh, The Dial Press, 1926.

IS is one of the most interesting books on the sub-

- ject we have ever read and one of the best. Mr.
Rutter’s descriptions of the various phases of modern
art are not simply the dry “life and work” accounts of
the manual—nor the effusive obscurantist “apprecia-
tions” one ordinarily meets in “art-writing.”

It is a charmingly written and effectively illustrated
account of the chief tendencies and movements in mod-
ern painting since 1870. It not only describes these
tendencies and movements, but it also analyzes them;
it not only analyzes them but it tries to envisage them
as of the complete whole of the stream of human culture.
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In achieving this broad aspect it naturally forsakes the
narrow ‘“professional” viewpoint and sees art as a form
of expression of the totality of social consciousness. ‘It
is therefore obliged to refer art back to those powertul
forces that shape the social destiny of mankind—ulti-
mately to the economic organization of society and to
the economic forces at play within it.

Mr. Rutter does not recoil in horror from this con-
clusion as do so many artists. He sees the fact and
welcomes it. He even understands it. He entirely re-
jects the usual “individualistic” theory of art; he regards
art as a social form intimately bound up with the entire
cast of social thought of the period. “Each art expresses
the dominant thought and philosophy of its own historic
period” (p. 47). It is the reflection in the artist of the
“conditions and ideas of the time.”

Thus, Mr. Rutter traces the relations of Impressionism
to the civilization of nineteenth century Europe (p. 46);
he also finds that “the Post-Impressionist painters of
the last twenty years are a complete index of the
(social) psychology of Europe during one of the most
momentous periods of her history” (p. 118). Most inter-
esting, however, in this direction, are his remarks on the
influence of the intense electric war-laden atmosphere
of pre-war Europe on the work of the painters, “A
sinister violence and subterranean unrest became mani-
fest in European painting long before it exploded in
European politics” (p. 120). “Is it not profoundly sig-
nificant that paintings based on war, and nothing but
war, were being painted all over Europe early in the
spring of 1914?77 (p. 115).

We are also given a glimpse into the mechanism by
which the artist is made to reflect the spirit of his times.

“Often and often in the history of painting the
value of a work has not been what the artist did
consciously, but what he did unconsciously.” (p.
117).

“A great artist, passionately interested in life, is
curiously sensitive to ideas which circulate in the
mental atmosphere; these ideas he is often unable
to put into words, and their social or economic sig-
nificance often escapes him, But in his own way he
feels them, pictorially or plastically, and . . he gives
them appropriate expression.” (p. 126.)

Such is the stuff of inspiration. . .

Mr. Rutter is effective when he points out— tho not
in so many words—how Post-Impressionism may be re-
garded as reaction to the fundamental social con-
tradiqtions and class antagonisms of capitalism that tear
society apart before the very eyes of the artist.

“The violence of Post-Impressionism may be con-
strued as an expression of the political hatred and
the industrial unrest which agitated Europe during
the first decade of the twentieth century and culmi-
nated in the War and the Russian Revolution.” (p.
115.)

But he is at his best in his analysis and description
of the origin of Cubism, of Futurism and Expressionism
(Chaps. 1V, V, VI). He shows very clearly that Cubism
and the movements it gave rise to and influenced are
to be understood basically as the reflection, in the mind
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of the petty-bourgeois anarchist-artist, of the age of
great machine industrialism. The artist may stand
aghast in horror at the sight of the brute machine—or
he may yield his understanding admiration for its cold
grandeur. “Attracted and influenced by machinery,”
many of the Cubists and their followers believe “that if
we live in a mechanical age (note the tone of vain re-
gret!—Apex.) it is not inappropriate that mechanism
should play a part in our painting.” (p. 103.) The very
method and technique of Cubism—“with its repetition
and sharp distinctions of planes”——is the method spring-
ing from the overbalancing power of the giant Machine.

The war threw individual man into huge masses me-
chanically manipulated as part of a machine process;
it therefore gave a splendid field for the technique
of the ‘Cubists and the Vorticists, It is interesting to
note that, with the war over, only those artists who
turned to the industrial worker as an element in the
machine process maintained their style, for “industrial-
ism, like war, treats man as part of a great machine. . . .
Unless we are afflicted with another war, it is in indus-
trialism and in industrialism alone, that the Cubist
will tind his right material.”” (p, 128.)

But Cubism and its varieties—tho art of the machine—
is no proletarian art. It does not spring from the con-
ditions and the life of the proletariat. The Cubist is
no industrial proletarian and his aspect of the world
of the machine is not that of the worker. The Cubist
is the petty-bourgeois individualist-artist who has sud-
denly awakened to the great fact that the world has
found a new master, the Machine. He neither under-
stands nor dominates the machine. He is overwhelmed
by it. It is the petty bourgeois reacting to the machine.
As to proletarian art—that is another story. . .

We have touched but few of the thought-provoking I

points raised by Mr. Rutter. The book is well worth
reading and studying. It will reward the reader with a
better appreciation and understanding of art as an ex-
bression of the universal life-process of man,

—Apex.
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