
Flynn: Defend the Civil Rights of Communists [Dec. 1939] 1

Defend the Civil Rights
of Communists
by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn

1

Published in The Communist [New York], v. 18, no. 12 (Dec. 1939), pp. xx-xx.

Hungry for huge war profits, the barons of
Wall Street are speeding to involve the American
people in the imperialist war raging in Europe.
The blackout of civil liberties is part of Wall Street’s
war drive. Capitalist reaction is intent upon de-
priving the Communists of their civil rights as the
preparation for an attack on
the economic standards and
civil rights of the trade unions,
of the working class, of all who
oppose American involvement
in the imperialist war. Imme-
diate and powerful defense of
the civil rights of the Commu-
nists is, therefore, of the ut-
most urgency for the entire la-
bor movement and all who
stand for progress and peace.

The Communist move-
ment is the product of the his-
toric struggle of the working
people for emancipation from
capitalist exploitation and op-
pression and for the establish-
ment of socialism. Marx and
Engels developed the basic theory of this struggle,
and 92 years ago founded the Communist Party
to organize its consummation. The utopian dream
of many generations was transformed into
scientific theory and practice. The living realiza-
tion of the scientific truths discovered by Marx
and Engels almost a century ago and brilliantly

advanced by the genius of Lenin and Stalin is
embodied in the glorious achievements of the
Soviet Union and in the whole world Commu-
nist movement. The banner of socialism waves
triumphantly over one hundred and eighty mil-
lion people, and enjoys the love and devoted sup-

port of millions and millions
more in the capitalist and colo-
nial world.

To halt the steadily mov-
ing current toward socialism is
the compelling motive of capi-
talist policy throughout the
world today. To this end, capi-
talism resorts with increasing
fury and violence to “the brand-
ing reproach of Communism”
against all progressive measures
and movements, trade unions
and peace organizations. Behind
this smokescreen there is a plan
with these definite objectives: to
plunge the U.S.A. into the sec-
ond imperialist war; to deliver
the country to the reactionary

candidates of Big Business in 1940; and to smash
the Communist Party as the condition precedent
for the fulfillment of these aims.

It is neither new, strange, nor accidental that
the Communist Party, the only party of socialism
in the United States, should be the object of the
most vicious attacks by the reactionary bourgeoi-
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sie and its apologists. Born in the anti-war struggles
of the American people against the first imperial-
ist World War, the Communist Party today is the
main organizer of mass resistance against America’s
involvement in the second imperialist war. The
Party is in the very forefront of the struggle to
expose the predatory, reactionary nature of the war,
the anti-Soviet aims of Anglo-French imperialism;
and to defeat the plans of the American monopo-
lists to reap billions in bloody profits from the
war as the prelude to America’s actual participa-
tion in it.

The pack of the master class is baying over
the radio and in the press, trying to win sympa-
thy for the hypocritical “anti-Hitler” slogans of
Anglo-French imperialism, and to create preju-
dice against the Land of Socialism. Increasingly,
reaction is directing its attacks against the Com-
munist Party. The indictment of Earl Browder,
General Secretary of the Communist Party, on
petty passport charges long dropped as untenable
by an earlier administration, and the barrage
against him and the whole Party in the entire capi-
talist press; the barring of the Communist coun-
cilmanic candidates in New York City on the flim-
siest of technicalities; extradition proceedings
against Sam Adams Darcy, State Secretary of the
Communist Party of Eastern Pennsylvania, for
prosecution on equally flimsy grounds; denial of
the use of the radio to the Communist Party; the
refusal of Harvard and Princeton Universities to
permit Comrade Browder to deliver scheduled
addresses and the deliberate press distortion of his
recent speech at Boston; the organized hooligan

attack upon the Detroit meeting addressed by Wil-
liam Z. Foster, National Chairman of the Party;
the revival of criminal syndicalism laws and the
arrest of Party leaders in Iowa — these are evi-
dences of an organized attack, which, if not
checked now, will be directed, before long, against
the democratic rights of labor and the entire
people.

The Defense Committee for Civil Rights for
Communists, consisting of Robert Minor and
myself, are authorized to receive contributions for
the defense of the legal existence of the Commu-
nist Party under the Bill of Rights. We call upon
all members of the Communist Party, all work-
ers, friends, sympathizers and others who believe
in democratic rights and civil liberties to contrib-
ute. We appeal for loans for a Bail Fund necessi-
tated by the refusal of bonding companies to make
bail. Threats of further arrests make it imperative
for us to raise a large People’s Bail Fund. If one
thousand persons will lend us $100 each we can
have such a reserve bail fund for all emergencies.
Address: Room 524, 799 Broadway, New York
City.

Help defend the right of the Communist
Party to educate and organize the American people
against involvement in the imperialist war, for the
protection of their living standards and civil rights
from reactionary attacks, and for the transition to
socialism, for which America’s material produc-
tive forces are riper than in any capitalist country,
and upon which depends the permanent prosper-
ity, peace, and well-being of our people.
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