PROLETARIAN
BULLETIN

JUNER, 1933.

COMEADES:
We have just received s donation of $10 %o the
Bulletin Fund from Local Flint meking this issue possible,
We omitd®d from last issue the' reports on the various Punds,

but the reports here now bring the details of these funds
up-to-dgte.

Locals are urged to make greater efforts in relation
to National Office Funds. Our work has been greatly handicapped
lately owing to insufficient receipts,

The income on Proletarian News has barely permitted

its publication,in fact it has slipped behind a little on the
last three issues.

Now,with the fine weather and street meetings going
it should be possible to considesrably inorease circulation,
Lat us redouble our efforts Comrades,
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PENNY-A-DAY ¥UND,

Total received to Aprd! 13th $26.956
April 18th ILocal Los Angeles 1.00
L 26th "  Chicago 1.78
May lst " Detroit 2,00
4th " Grand Rapids 60

" ' " San Francisco 1,73
R 10th " Chicago .60
v 15th v San Francisco 1.02
" i n Jackson .86
roou " Tetroit 1,00
v X7tk w Rochester 5,00
¥ 19th " Boaton 1,00
" 20m@ " Chicago 1,17

v 20rd " Los Angeles «85
" 26th " Detroit 2.00
June 6th " Chicago 1.62
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NATIONAL UFFICE WEIKLY FUND.

Total Raceived o April 18th $51.36

Aprll 26th Local Chicago 2.15
29th Blkhart 2.00

Mgy Jdrd " Chicago 1.20
" 9th " Elkhsart 1.00
" 10th " Chicago 1.80
" 16th " Chicago 1,10
" 23rd " Chicago 1.70
" 24th "  Rochester 2.00
June 5th " Elkhgrt 2,00
" 6th 0.W.Bergquist 1.00
wow " Chicago .70

Total Received § ©8.23
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PRCLETARIAN NEWS GUARD FUND.

Total Received tn April 13th $59.90
April 24 TIocal Jackson 2.00
May 24 # Rochester H,Wollenhaupt 1,00

" " B.Feld 1.00
" " E.Korchein 1,00
" " B,Tishler 1,00
w " J.Conta 1.00
June 3rd " Milwaukee H,0lquitz 2,00
Total Received ¥ 68,90
June 8th Local Plint 10,00
--------------------------------------- “§ 78,90
CONVENTION FUND
Boston Quota $30 $14.50
Rechester v 40
Buffalo " 30
Detroit n 100
Flint " 30 30,00
Grand Rapids " 20
Niles " 10
Benton Harbor " 10
Mishawaks " 10
Elkhart i 10 4,50
Chicago " 60 24.90
New York " 10
Jackaon " 10 3.50
Hanovar # 10
Danvills n 10
Milwaukee " 10
Los Angsles " 30 -
San Frgneisco " 50 5,00
Mecosta County ¥ 10
""3300706" Receivedy 82.40
BULLETIN FUND
May 29th ZIocsl Boston $2,C0
June 8th " Mint 10,05

Total Received 12,00
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DAY'S WAGE TFUND

F 1N

Received to March 28th $8,00
A.Wysocki Chicago 2.00
R.Kobesco " 1,00
J.Keracher " 2,00
f.Anderson " 4 .00
A. Sanger v 1.00

Total Received. 3 15,00
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PARTY EXPANSION FUND

April 11th Tocal ®lint 410,00
" 22 " " 10,00
L\ e

W W M e T - B SUEL B B e wpp womgms wimw gt e iy v S N . o A A s A m W U ap S B g e e D G WP NS T R e

PRE~ CONVENTION DISCUSSION.

Our Problems
(by Le2o Sherwood, Local Buffslo)

Let us analyze the situation of today., Tirst,what is
confronting thoe working class as a whole? Second,what is
confronting the Party?

What method are we to apply so that we can find out how
the mass of workers think and what to expect of them under
c3rtain conditions, The method we arc to use is close and
constant connection with workers and their organizations,

This gives us an opportunity to understand and analyze the
workers, With this contact we will be more able to use correct
slogans and appeals in our ceffort to win thaem ovor,

This mothod brings two results; First, it popularizes
the Party,chance to sell the paper,distribute lcaflets,get
mombers for the Party and win the respoct of tho workors,
Seoond; It 13 the proving ground for us as to whothor wa are
useing our theorotical knowledge in a practical way.

Membera who have failed should look themsolves over and
Sec what is the matter., Might it be their personal approach
to tho workoer or arc they simply too lazy to makc an cffortg

I think tho conditions in Buffalo arc about the same as
in other industrial centers. In Buffalo onc-third arc unemployed
one-third working part time. Wages have baon going down 20%
from onc yoar to another since 1929, In tho mcantimc the welfare
has boon working 100%. Rolicf is givon to the oxtent of $3,50
to $8.00, depending on ths sixe of the family,poer woek, Their
ront is pald too. They also roceive cnough coke,

Toking the situation as it is,on its downdard trend, wo
would cxpcct mass awskening,but such is not thé case, Zecohom-
ically speaking,the workers arc in a bad shape,but their ideas
arc still in the past,"prosperity period,” Tho '"new deal” by
Rooscvelt and roturn of ¥oeer gives them now hopes. Until the
buboles fada and tho con¥radictions within the system become
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groater ,we cannot oxpoct mass awakening., In the meantime,we
nust got recruits from the workers for our meoetings and Psrty.

IT How Arc Wo Managing The Party?

We have many shortcomings and faults that wo can remecdy.
First,our paper, We got to have a paper and therofore must
support it, It is our mecans of cduchtion snd united action for
the Party., The Local s should ordor tho amomn% they can sell
and pay for their quota. In this way the paper will come out
on time, A fund should also be sct =aside for uss in support

of the paper only, If the local is getting the paper and not
paylng for it there is somoething wrong with that local, The
membors should bc able to sell at lcast 5 copics of cach issuc,

We should have morc system in the mattor of routing our
Party speakoers., Keracher,Rennar, Novak ., S,Loocwe, Andorson,
Larson,Gardner by all mecans should mako more gpeaking trips,
if we oxpoet the Party to grow, Comrades,lct all of us pull

togethor for a self-disciplinced militant | Prolotarian organ-
ization.
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Need Por Change
(by R.J.Landgraf,Local Dotroit)

The Prolotarian Party has rcached a stage in tho rovol-
utionary labor movement of Amorica to soriously take stock
of our Party structurc. Whilec it may havo well filled the
bill in tho past,thc rapidly ohanging objoctive comditions
makos it absolutcely nccessary to plan well for the future,In
ordcr to have a mombersnip informed and diseiplincd on Marxim,
the Party machinery must bo so gearcd as to take care of the
inovitable influx of now mombers,with little or no knowlodge
of what it is all about,

At prescnt many new mombers attond onc or two windy bus-
iness meetings and leave in disgust,snd quitc naturally so,as
the average Amorican workar with no provious organization
exporience cunnot #osate himsclf., Every issus that comes up
on the flour of 2 busincss mcating and is thrashsed out, reflects
in the mind of tho now comor & persoaal conflict.,He lcaves the
mesting conlused ond demoralized. Remarks,such 28"What's the
usa,thcy are all fighiing among themsclves" is commnn,and
rightly so.Hec docs not understand the issuc nor the poersona
involved, That the Party machinery nc2ds overhauling and a
planned program on organization put into effoct is obvious.
This is the work of tho coming Convention,

How is this %o bc accomplished?

The nead for an auxiliary organization is here,a training
canp for prospecctive mombers of the Proletarian Party, The wri-
tor,at the last Convontion,sponsorcd the organization known as
tho ¥Morxzian Iabor Collega, It was adopted, You may find it in
the minutes, of last Convention,but no placc clse, Detroit made
a fooble attempt to carry dututhmis Conveontion dccision, It is
truc that Lowal Detroit has pépularizod the name Marxian Tabor
Colloge,with good rosults,but this docs not altor tho fact that
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the Marxian Labor Collego has not fatetionod as a roal organ~
ization, Why? The organization is incompcetont and nscods overha-
uling, I would proposc to the next Convention the organizing of
the Barxian Labor Collcge on a dues-paying basis,with ducs
stamps placed in book,15 or 20 coents a month,

Any person imtercsted in the Labor movement, end wishing
support the Marxisn Labor Tollcegs,could becomoe a membor of this
organization., Whercver a Locsl of tho Prolotarian Party exists,
a ducs colleeting Sccretary could be appointcd ceither by the
N E C or the Incal Exccutive Committz:, Instructors for the
classes could be supplicd by the Local Bxccutive Committec |
with tho approval of National Exccutive Committoe,

The Marxian Labor Collego,as an auxiliary organization
of the Prolctarian Party,must be controllsd from tho top down,
whilo the parent organization is bsscd on democratic contral-

ization znd built from the bottom up.

Study classos must be conduet2d overy waek,twelve months
of the year. Applicants for membership in the Party must show
study class work in tho Marxisn Labor Collcgc for at lcast six
months ,for persons with no provious oxporience in the labor
moveoment before being admitted to mombership in the Party.
Bxceptions could be mads by the Local Executive Committoo,
whore conditions warrented. Th2 Marxian Labor Colloge will
gorve as the logical rccruiting ground for tha Party,and a
financial aid to the Party as a wholz, Comrades,let us not
£all asloep on the job., This can and must be accomplishod,
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The Nogro Question
( by C.M.0'Bricm,Local Los Angcles)

In Europe whorc some of the states had within thoir borders
soveral definitc nationals(Russia,Austria,oto) tho socislists
worc obliged to dofine their position on tho national quostion .
Th2 distorters of Marxism wroto books and thosecs on this sub-
joct. Of course the Bolshoviks did not agres with their conclus-
lons, Stalin was assigned to writo s Marxian thesis on this
subjeet,which he di4 in 1912,, This correcect Marxisn position
on such an important problem was of great scrvice to tho Bol~
shevik party,espoeially during the war,and more particularly
since the socizurc of power,

The o0ld Magrxists used their distorted viows to defoend the
fatherland of the imporislist states,under tho pratonse of tho
Marxian dcfonsc of nationalism.,

Thz movement in Amgorica rever gave serious attontion ta

the national question, Though thore has beon pleonty of nced
for it,ospccially simce the Amorican~Spanish war, Even the Pro-
lotorian Party has scarcely gonc boyond taunting tho Amorican
section of the G.I for thoir distortion of this quoBtion,

Krupskays,in hor articlc about tho Both anniveorsaty of
tho death of Marx,calls our attontion to the fact that Lonkn
smphgeiZed the importancs of the natiomnl quostion, The national
quostion 1liks coverything has a history, It varios acgording to
timc and ciroumssances,



The Negro Problem In America,

About 1983~ and 24 thec C.I,bcgan to saock for a Marxian
approach to the Negro FProblem in America, They have the greatb
advantage of having at their disposal in the Marx-Engels-Lenin
Ingtitute tho writings of thoss great thinkers,much of which is
not yet in English, In 1923 ths C.I.adopted a resolution,which
was furthor elaborated in 1930,that the national question furn-
ishzs the key for the most correct Marxian understanding of the
American Negro problam,

Somc of our membors who were very ill-informed on the nationel
question and the history of tho Nagroes in Amcrica, jumped at a
number of very ridiculous conclusions? I admittecd my ignorance
about both of thesc questions. Bat,I argucd that our Party from
its inception, and cven before when we were the Proletarian Univ-
ersity,had cndorsed the theory of tho C.I,that whan wa bccame
informed on tho national and Negro questions we would surcly
find the position of the C.I,to ba correst ,

It takes me a long time to understand anything that is now.
I have purposely rofrained from speaking inpublic on the Negro
question,and I have advised other Comrades to do likewisce,until
our Party has madc a decision, Recently I am convincad that the
§%§ition of the C.I on the Nogro guestion is a real Marxian pos-

ion,
Some of our members make the mistake of judging the C.P

distortion to b2 thoe C.I position, PFrom the C.P the Comrades
can get Stalin's 1912 thesis on the National Question,which ho
further claborated in 1924. You can slso get from the C.P the
pamphlet with the rosolution by the C¢,I in 1928,and the further
cleboration in 1930 .on the Negro problem. You do not noed to pay
much attention to what Browder and Hathaway has to say,but I woud
advige a carcful study of tho articles bdy Harry Haywood and Jamos
Allon,in the C,P magagine, the Communist,

Our Party cannot any longer ignoro these gquestions, Every
member should immediately inform thomselves so thoy cam intellige-
ently instruct their delegatos to tho mext Convontion.

Engois,when chastising the social-democrats for their
abstract conclusions on important political questions saldwh**
** What other result might bo oxpected under the circumstances
except that at the docisivs moment the Party will suddenly find
1tadlf helpless, that lack of unity and clarity will prevail on
questions of dceisiva importance for the very reason tmt such
quostions have never beon discussod."
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Rogarding Thas Party Pross
( by Isidor Mshler,local Rochester)

It is regrotable that John Schachingor could not discuss
tho question of the Party Press without the spirit of carping
which ho allows to ponotrato Jis othorwise good article in tho
March bulletin, If wo are to improve tho Press or tho Party as
a whole,we shall have to rocognizo ong proposition,i.e.that wo
can not congidor onoe cexrtedin ceusg or one Bortain individusl as
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being responsible for our shortcomings; we are all equally &t
fzult, If our paper lacks ingood current articles it is most

likely d72¢ ¢o the fact that Schachinger and Tishler and the
rest of us are either incapable as writers or are too lazy to
write., If ihe paper does nct come out ontire i1 is omly bacause
of iusvfricient funis and this in ture is only because some Party
membsrs evidersly think that the W.0 can raise money by some sord
of majic. (Apropos of this the Feb.and March bulletins disclose
the fact that during these two months only $6.00 came in from
Detroit).
Some of Com.Schachinger's criticism is well placed but

most of it is in the nature of fault finding and picking;while
the slur at Com.Keracher is entirely uncalled for and unjusti-
fiable, Good corstructive criticism is always inorder out mere
unfounded grumbling can accomplish nothing. Com.Schachinger may
not know it,but the question of the Party press receives a graat
dsal of attentior at the last meeting of the N.E.C held in Det-
roit a short time ago, There are four Detroiters on the W.E.C
and I hope Schachinger has enough cornfidence in our executive
body to realize that ws did not sit there and tweedle our thumbs .
Practically all the "solutions" he advises ware proposed by various
metsbers of the W,.%,C{and this not for the first ttme),were thorou-

ghiw copsidered and the conclusions reached were calculated to
correct as many of the existing shortcomings as pessible, We found
the question of"money " which he so blithely waves aside,as one of

our greatest obstacles; ard the stuff id8 harder and harder to get
as ths depression deepens.

To ccrmpare our Party t6 the §,? or the C.P is not only
unfakt dul highly misleading. Both of them have access to funds
whick wo Co 10t have,and their press is heavily subsidised as
ScLachlinger cevtainly should know,As far as the resding matter
coutained in the 3.P or C.P,press,id Schachinger thinks it is
snpericr 10 urs he is very much mistaken,unless he is losking
at it from a reposters point of view, The S.P stuff is nothing
buf rciten reformism while the C,P material is a conglomeration
of confusion expressed in sensational slogans, If the Proletarian
Kews is not perfect in every way our writers at least make a gerious
attempt to write from a Marxiat viawpoint and our Editorial Board
is always careful to maintain a high level of Marxian anslysis,

The N.E.C is working on the proposition that while it
would be most dssirable to have two papers,a popular current waekly
and g theoretical magazine appearing quartsrly( I proposed the
very thing to the N,E.C some six or saven months ago),until such
a time as this wish becomes a reality,our next best bet is a per-
lodical containing material of both sorts,current and thsoratical,

And what does Schochinger mean by implying in his *“solution®
that "all work on the press must be voluntary,stc" ¢ Doasnt he
know that all work om our paper has always baen voluntary sxcept
for a short period when Jelsect was supposed to be gatting $10 s
week? And doesnt he know that even the National Secratary's job,in

practic is almost "voluntary",since he doss not always get his
monificent salary of $20,009
Without golng into a detailed discussion of 411 of Schach-
ingers sugxestions,which as T said above,are not new,it seems to
me that basically his diseatisfaction is the rasult of a disjointed,
right wing,localistic attitude, The Comrade should try to realize
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three things ;first the business of the Proletarisn Party is
not merzly to grow,but to GROW AS A CCMMUNIST ORBANIZATICN based
on Jemccratic comtralismbidy, porfecting its3lf as an instrumont
of ravclution; sccondly,while w2 csrtainly should do sverything
in our power to improve both the Party press and the Party as a
wholz, we ncad not nscassatily ape sither ths 8 P or the C P,
thirdly the Party and the Naticnal Office do not exist for the
convenience of Local Detroit or somz cther one Tocal but on thg
contrary,all Locals of the Party must legrn to subcrdibate their
autoncmous considerations,which crop out from time teo tims, for
the good of the Party as a whole---and tais must bs deme oven if
i% hurte the 2go of this or that individuasl or this or that commi-

ttee.

By 211 means let us improve the Party ard our Presse, but

lat us 4o it as Marxists and reslists not as sentimental evangal-
ists,
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Some 0f The Problems PFor The
Coming Cenvention,
(by Stanley Novak,Local Detroit)

4 rovolutionary Party must review its work in the past and
rresont,pointing out the srros and accomplishments, It must very
carcfully and critically examine the changes in the objective
condiftions, party tamctics inrclationto the nsw corditicns,party
structurs and the facilities in carrying out its work, Such frank
and opaen critical examination cf tha entire work of the party is
absclutzly nscessary to the success of the revoluticnary movement

Without it the party cannot become ths vanguard of the revoluticy-
ary working class,

s coming Convention should bz a landmark in the develop-
ment of our party. It is confranted with a much greater task than
any of She provious conventions, This Couvention will demonstzat &
28 %Yo whathar cur party is capable of making rapid changss to
adapt itsslf to new conditions,and whother it is flexibls cnough
%o meke rapld changes,to analyse correctly tha cbjective conditions

werk cut concrate slogans and mothods of approgch to every mgjor
prodloem,to build macginery for carrying propagande on a mudh larger
scale than in the past,

Ths Proletarian Party,like the entirs Germunist mevement,
is a rasult principally of two factors, namely the Russian Revol-
ution and the complete collapss of tho Second International, Thase
two >vents holpad greatly to oxpose the shallow and very raform-
istic charactar ¢f the Socinlist Party of America end to demonst-
rats 1ts inability to bocome the leader of the ravolutionary
proletariat in thoe struggle for power,

The capitalist occonomy in Europe had reached ¢ho peak c¢f
its dovelopmont on the eve of ths World War., Since 1914 capltal-
ism in Furope has beasn definitely on the decline., The post-war
stabilization of capitalism,which took plscc beginning with 1923
and erded inl@28% was only partial and of shrot duration. If had
never fully recovared from the injury inflict=3a by tha %orid War,
In the United Btates capitalism made tho graatest expansion in
the history of this country since 1923, During this period c¢f
oXpansion conditions werc unfaverable to & large zrevoliuticnary
movement among the native Americsn proletariat, It was cxtremely
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difficult to work out specific revoluticnary tactics appliCable_
tc the peruliaritics of the American situation,due to the relative
security of the American workers during this expansion period,

o Communist Party,lacking in understanding of Marxism and
Lenirism,imported slogans and specific tactics from the Corrunist
Parties inBurope,overlooking the difference in the stage of econ-
omic and political conditions of capitalism in Europs and America,
The Communist International,influenced chicofly by conditions in
Europe, was greatly handicapved in comprehending the peculiar
problems:sconfronting the ravolutionary mévement in Amoerica,The
Preletarian Party,dus to considerable understanding of Marxism,
avoided the error of tramsplanting tactics from sbroad.Cur FParty
madee mors affort to work sut tactics adapt:d to the American
conditions than any other Communist group.,Howaver, our achievenant
7as far from being satisfactory,

Cur protaganda in the press and meetings was extremely general.

Was made too little effort in analysing definite snd concrete pro-
blems as they came from day to day. We spoko and wréte of the
capltalist society in general, Theoretically we were & politicel
party. However,the limitations of cur activities plgced us in the
category of a propaganda erganization, Turing the pericd of pros-
perity this was, to some extenty inevitsble sinca the objective
conditions were unfavorable for a large revolutionary movement,

the movement being in the propaganda stago.

This condition wes more of a shortcoming than an srror in the
past; but wsre we to lose sight of the great change which has taken
Place,and not mould our asctivitics to bo applicable to this new
condition,it would then become a ssrious snd unpardonabls error,

The revolutionary movement is confronted with several import-
ant problems, to which itimust give a corrcet,detailed explanation
and work out s method of approach and concrete slogans,Tollowing
are some of these problems,
l.Unemployment:

In addition to = general explanstion,we must point out the
degres of unemployment from time to timo,and analyse charity and
the capacity of the ruling class for maintaining this charity, We
rust point out the naturs of the unemployed councils and their .
struggle against unemployment,gnd work out a definite plam for
our particlpation in the unemploysd councils,

%. The Farmer Problemp:

We must raview the general davelopment in agriculturas,In
this field we must answer the following question: "What revolut-
ionary possibility do the farmers possess?” We mus%t connect up
the strugzle for the revolution with the immediats ind concrete
demands of the farmers. A method of approach to the farmer has to
be worked out,=s well ss the bublding up of the necessary machinery
to carry our propaganda among the farmers,

3. The Negro Problem:

We must examine ths conditiors in the South and particularly
the so called"Black Belt."Im thig fiald we must answor the quasstion
of whether the negro in the Black Belt constitutes s national
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questicn or a class suffering from s pre-cgpitalistic form of
opprescion. The conditions cf the Msgro workers in the North
must bte sXxamined, We must work out slogans aprlicgble to the
Bleck Relt ard to the regro workers in the North,

4, T™he Communist Interngtiongl grd its American Section:

We must make an aralysis of the tactics of the C.I. through-
ocut the world, Also, we must critically esxamine the Communist
Party of America, In the pest we have been too mild ir our crit-
icism. In the futirs g more militant policy should be adovted in
expoaing %their stupid tacties, We should constantly bear in min®
however,that eriticisme,to be effective,must bas fundamental in
character srd honestly dirscted,

5. T™e Prolatarian Youth Leagues

We have made several attempts to establish a youth organ-
izatior in different locals without success. At the coming con-
venticn thers will be,for the first time,seversal locgls of the
youth organizations represented, The convention must work out
a nNagtional structure for the Proletarian Youth League,and work
out a plan for building up a nationsl organization.ever before
has the inseaurity of the youth #######+ been as apparent to the
youth itself. The convention should spend congiderable time on
the problem cf ycuth organizsation,

6. The Proletarian News,

In building up tha Party we must have a better paper. The
Proletarian Nows is not s theoretical periodical,as it was not
intended to be ons; and its appearance but once a menth renders
it a8 very inadequate propaganda paper, While the articles deal
with eurrent problems,yet they fail to serve ths purpose because
they reach the reader long after the particular event is well
known, The Party must have s paper appearing weekly, Some prov-
ision should bs made for a permanefit editor; & committee giving
thei r spare time cannot produce the kind of a paper we need, QOur
propaganda paper should desal more with surrent and concrete pro-
blems., For theoretical purposes we should have a bulletin coming
out once g month to sipply the necessary theoretical and tactical
information to the membership. The writer realizes the limited
facilities in the National Office. Such a Pgrty bulletin doss
not necsssarily have to be mimpographad in the National Office,
As Tocal Tetroit is in possegsion of conejderable oiffice fgeilit-
ies such a bulletin could bs mimmographed in Detroit under the
Jurisdiction of the National Secratary, through the N,E,C mempers
located in Detroit,

1. The National Offica

The Party is suffering from too great concentration of the
Party's work in the hands of one man,the Nationesl Secretary,who
is sxpectad to be the Party's theorstical spokesman,writsr to the
paper ,spasker organizer,and a stenograrher, It is imposeible to
find a man with all these qualificatiors, We need a grester div-
ision of the work in the National 0ffice among the members of
tha ¥ E O . Until our Perty systematically divides its work among
g2 larger numbsr of 1ts members it will not become a large otgan-
ization,
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¥2 have werked in the past on the thaeory that centralization
nacessitates concentration of work in the hands of a faw people,
c¢hicfly *he National Secretary. We must remembar that democratic
ssntratisaticon presupposes s division of work,

the ¥ E C should make pclitlicgl statements or avents of im-
rertancs from time to time, The Locals should be supplied from
“he Naticral Cffice with detalled plans of the Party's tactics
in vacioua filelds of activity, Ths theory prevalent, that the
mambers themselves should know the Pariy's position on all matt-
ars,ahould be definitely sbandoned,

Tae ExXaecutive Council should appoint a committes to write a
Grutt of the Purty Maunifestc, Thls should be printed in the Party
"Bulletin" for a gereval discussion, Through thils mathod the
Party as a whole would participate ir tha production of the
Nanifesto, To write such a Manifesto on short notics between the
sessicong of the Comvention is n very difficult task, We should
§ive a great deal of time to this mos¢ important documaent of the
Party.

8. Ttalizing Ability Within The Party.

¥e have never mada decisive effort %o make use of the
abllity armcng the Party membership., We have comradss with con-
glderable speaking and organizational ability,who are practically
inactive through no fault of their own, The Party must assumas
responsibility for thelr inability,due $o the fact that we have
made insufficient offert and had no organizad plan for utglizing
such a2bility,

We have in the Party a number of women comrades who hava
ccnsiderable knowladge of the movement and some spesking gbility
of which the Party has made very little use, Plans should be
worked out for using the capabilities of %these women comrades as

well as the men,
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CCMZADES: ~ Thare is quite a few more grticles for the Bull-
etin, It takes time and cash to get 1t out, especially thé
latter, Loeals ars urged to serd cash so that papsr and post-
age can be coversd, It has simply besn thes absernce of cash
that has delayed the prompter appearance of the Bulletin, Com-
rade Sarger has given much assistance or Bulletir work and on
this issue Comrade Finch from San Francisco has beesgwbusy at

the mimmeograph machine,
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on Article Of Comrade Wass
{by G.M,0'8rien,Local Jos Angeles)

In order to give vent to his feelings Qomrade Wage,lu the
April Bulletin, grossly exagzerates the shortoomings of the
P, P,and the C,I, This indicates that there is ancther cguse
fer his dismatisfuction snd eomewhat panicy outlook, The make~
up of his article suggests that he has just entered the proce-~
A~ 2f co~vrdinating ths znowlsdgze acquired iun the revolutionay
movaasnut, Iy personal exrorience causes me at this time to thi
that nuch depends on influsnce from aseociation gnd a careful
Ye~vrendlng of Lenin's explanation of the fundamentals of Marxiam,

IZ the few instances he cites are all that is wrong with
the C.I and the P,P,then they are both better than I think
they are, He complaing hbout too much'sbstract”,and yet his
arficls is evidence that ir this respact he is very guilty;
¥is rather covert remarks about"self-styled theoroticilangm*¥*
"why insist" *** won directing tho movement of aotive Comrades
~----" That 18 very similar to what the Proudhonists,thé Blangu-
{sts, bokuninists gnd tho Weitlingists said about Warx,and also
8imiip: to what the onamies of Bolsheviam said about Lenin,

The weakness of our Party ls that those who have theoreti-
¢al ability have to do so much of the“ooncrots™ work of the
Party that they have not sufficient time for thooretical study.
Tre list of what Comrade Wass says wemust have in our program”
is oue evidence of how much"gctive ocmrades” need theoretical
"directing. v

(1} History of Capitalism in U.S.A,since 1776.

{2) 3Brief reviow of the cause of all previcus panics
and prosperous periocds,

(3) Explain differonce between periods of frea competition
with opon large frontler and imperialism with interngt-
ional trusts that divide the world's territory.

(4) ™o difference botween orisis in free competition
and those in the period of imperialism,

(5) Deal with the various oppositicn partics,thoir splits
and thoir respective programs,utopian and reformer
schomes ,contrasted with revolutionary Marxism,

{6) Clear view ¢f craft and industrial unions and how hot
t» be caugkt in tho groas~fire during strikes,

(7) A gulde for futursc movements that are bound to arise,
{8) How to work in mnomployed organizationa,

(9) How to organize party nuclei and rally advanced non-
party slements ato,
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(10) How to prevent solf-styled theoreticians from insisting
on dirccting the movement of gctive comrades,

(11) To remedy the obvious contradictien in our party position
to the C.I.

{12) Adopt a more critical position toward the C.I,

(13) To cecsse to remain in the positiou of reverent idolizers
and religious worshipers of the C.I, and with rovolutionarvw
courage stay with Marxian path,ete,

Taese thirtoen points when fully elaborated would cortainly
make an imposing volume. It would ccrtainly be an cxcellent
means of advertising our smsll party. If we could get the monsy
to print it and if we could find workers,cspcoially among the
unemployed,with money cnough to buy it.

Ne (1) itself would make a large volume,but there is great need
for it., Here I would quote what Ierin said at tho April, 1917
Bolshevik Confercnce,with dclegatos representing 70,000 membows :

".e..1t would be desirable to mreate a scientific organ
and develop literature desling with this subject,but for thig
we have neither the mon nor the means---"

2 and 4 would mske a much needed booklet, There is nothing
like that in oxistenco as far as I know, 3 is very important,
It would make a lengthy thesis or small pamphlet, 5 would make
a good sized pamphlet. It is slso nocessary. 6,7,8 and 9 should
each bo in the form of a thesis aond should be written by the
Detroit Comrades. The program should be s summery of our position
on all important issues,

Engels,somewhere, taunts the metsphysicians ebout their
horror of contradictions., In this respect Comrade Wass should
re~read what Dietzgen has to say., Wass says; "It is a well known
fact by this time,that the sntire C.I.,after its Fourth Congrose,
had swamped itsolf in profusion of reforms,that would put the
Second International to shame..." This is an irrosponsible stdte-
ment. The great mejority of the members of the C.I,and its theo-
reticlans are in the US S R . Even"the ontire" 2nd Internatickfs:
nal,before and during the wer,had the Bolsheviks and smaller
groups in most ovey country,including the Prolotarian University
group that becamec the P,P,

To whom is it"a well known fact?" Docs he mean Trotsky
and thoss who are influenced by his writings? It certainly is
not"a wall known faet" to me and I have road most of the C.I.
and Trotsky literaturs during that period, It is safe to say
that there are millions of workers,many of whom are better
informed than Comradec Wass or mysclf on this subjeot,vho do not
consider it"a well known fact," Wass complains about too much
"abstraet” but merely mentions only three concretes,for this
very large ebstract. (1) "Chinese fiascov (2) "Mexican oxder
fai proleterian insurrcection” (3) German losses of Communist
votes,”

He a2gsumes that the members of the P,P are well infor-
mad on these thres concretes, I do not know enough about the
affair in China to tako Trotsky's statoment that it was a "fiasmo"



3 Is Comrade Wass so wall informed on this subject that he is
warranted in making the abstraction"fiasco"? If so how come that
he has not informed the membors of the P.P,,and the readors of
its official organ,on this highly complicated guestion?.I know
nothing about (2).

As for 3"it is a well known fact" thaat some workers will
vote for one party at this elsction gnd for another at the next,
It is possible that some of these who votad for the P,P,in Mich-
igan at the last election might not vete for the P,P in the next
election, Then thore is such a thing as ballots being destroyed
or not counted. Doocs Comrade Wass know thaet the Fascists did not
do that thing with the Communist vote ¢

Sinco its ihception the P.P.has endorsed the theory and
policy of the C.I, Comrade WasSs secs"agn obvious contraediction”
bacause we point to the"worthlossness of its American section”,

Acccrding to that anti-dialectic method of reasoning,to condemn
a rart is to condemn the whole.

The" revolutionary courage" of Comrade Wass is expressed
by his sneers"revorent idolizers"--"religious worshipers"against
these memdors of our party who adhere to the party policy regar-

ding the 3.I. The same metaphysical method could be used regard-
ing his loyalty to Naerxism,

THA MR G R e s A AT ST G an s T NG N D e D b e M W e e D wm WU A e YR G e S e o

Fartihor Criticism Of Rergstrom's jrtice
In the March Bulletin,
{(by C.M.0'Brien, Local Les Angeles)

My criticism of Comrade Bergstrom's article in the March
Bulletin omitted his guotation from Lenin's speech at the April
1917 Conforonce,becsuse it was some years since I had read that
material, Sinco them I have rercad the large pamphlet contsining
Lenin's thesis and speeched at that Conference and T find that

Bergstrom used that quotation in a way that complotely distorts
what Lenin moant,

On page 22 Lonin says: "The Soviets of Workers end
Soldigrs Deputies,sprecding thoe network of their organization
over 2all of Russia,arc at this time tho contral force of the
revolution;---" (On pahe 84 he says: "What then arc the tasks
of the revolutionary precletariat? ..."What wa shall discuss aro

concrete steps and measuros, Some of thosc are ripe and some aro
not ripe."

On pags 25 Lenin says: "Te first thing the Soviets
must aecomplish is the nationalization of the 1land", then he
goes on and includes the banks and the big #hiddftidd‘syndicates,”

Cn page 28 we find what Comrsde Bergstrom quotedy "If
we suffer defeat,we shall have partisl success, We shall have
roforms. Reforms are an suxiliary means in the class struggzle,”

Suraly Comrada Bergstrom must have noticed that two lines
above wherc he started to guote,Lenin said: "We must nct degen-
crate into reformism,”

Why 81dnt Bergstrom quote that statemont? Was 1% becausea
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it dces not fit in with his opportunist tendencies? Iess than
thrse pages from where Bergstrom quotes,Lenin says: "All the
meagsuces just indicated,as well as others of the same nature,
cculd and should be not merely discussed and prepared so that
they might be carried out on a natienal scale iw cass the pro-~
latariat gained power but,wherever opportunity presents itself,
should be carried into life immediately by local ravolutionary
crgans of people’s power.,"

On the same page Lsoin says: " When all such measures
ave carried out,Russia will stand with one foot in Socialism."
And,on page 41, "This is all that we can promise and must do now.
Asein on page 45, "If you will weit until the law is written,and
do notv in ' the meantime take revolutionary action, you will have
neither the law nor the land." (u page 46, "You propese that
the peasants enter into sgreements with the landlords, We say
thiat the land shoulé be taken right now,"

Surely it is aparent that the veforms Lenin advocated

Were,3ike those cf Marx and Engels in the Cormunist MNanifesto,
to be after the workers took power,or "by local revolutlonary
organs of peopla's power," ,in defiance of t1 capitalist
"government,"

Nowhere,from the beginning to the end of this docus
ment dces Lonin recommend that the capitalist government be
asked for a solitary reform, Under other circumstances even
such reforms might be "auxiliary means in the class struggle,”

Lenin accused the social-chguvinists of trying to
"uturn Marx into a hackneyed liheral," Cocmrade Bergsbtrom is
trying to turn Lonin in%o a hackneded reformsr, It is worthy
cf ncte that Comrade BergstroM's article began with a lofty
aparent revolutionary attitude,and concluded by recommending
reform "teeth,”

If the social storm srising from the prsssnt crisis
already causes g trdght young student like Comrade Borgstrom $o
so glaringly misunderstand Leninfs intent then what is tc become

of such members in our party when the storm really breaks?

Anyhow, it is evident that Comrade BRergstrom is net
yet competent to recommend“testh” for our Party program,
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Criticism of Coprade Larson'!s Article
In the Pebruary Bulletin,

{(by C.M.0'Brien,Tccal Los Angeles)

Comrade Larson's article in the Pebruary Bulletin rsminds
us that we"happlly sjected sometime mrgo a number of srratic
theoreticians who" thought that the falling rate of profit was
the cawse of panics, Hawaver,that is not why they werea ejscted,
Thoy were ejectad becauss they violated party disciplins,

Comrade Larson continuas:" And there wera others who,giving
no evidsnce of having investigated the complex formations of
modern economic 1life,or the background of it ,declarsd that the
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srisis wus merely due to ovaerproduction; that panics ccme and
g0 in thoeir cyeles-- and let #he Party's pociticn on the depress-
wor stzué with little more than suca & wholly inadeguate state-
nert,.m

1L agree that the Party’s positior on the 2risis, as outlined

at 1ts Conventicn a year ago last June,was inadcquate. Bui ot
wholly inadequate, Thare vwere two maln causes for this, An inade-
guate thaoretical level of our leaders,and the disruptive policy
oFf the "erratic theorsticisns” mentioned by Comrade Larson, How-
aver the shortcomings of our Party on the crisis in penersal are
not erratic statsments,ard if T mistake not, 6 also theories,such
98 I think gre to be found in Larscn's article,

It is unfortunately true that the wording of our program

implies the narrcow view men%icred by Comrade Larson, But on our
special theses on Cbjective Conditions(which Larson must be
fawiliar with) the difference between this crisis and former
rarics is omphasized., Also,thst capitalism has definitely entered
its

i period of decline, Comrade Lgsrson,who has joined us since
that time,says:" The depression is due,not to industrial over-

production, but to basic overproductivity, which is an entirely
different matter,”

I am aware that there is o difference between commodities
produced and the means of production.But that theyars in this
respact so#¥FFHtFRE7 "entirely difforont” I am not so sure, I
wish he had referred us to where we could find authorative evid-
snca, Comrade Iarson admits that thers is overproduction of raw
materizls but he contonds that the warehouses stand prasctically
empty of finished manufactured articles. The latest figures I
have seen shows that the stock of manufactured is slightly lass
tham in 1929 and that there has been an incraease in the supply
0f raw materials,but the total in October 1932 zrs about the
same 88 in Qctober 1929

Comrade Larson says: "To declarc,for example,as SO many
cslements in the general labor mnovement have done,that the depra-
ssion has merely redivisioned,but not seriously reduced,the ircome
cf thoe bourgsoisio,is to be guilty of oxtveme a2bsurdity.” Well, The
Journal c¢f Commerce publishad"Interests and Tividends for 1929,
amounting to#7,864,000,000,for 193C $8,572,000,000,for 1931 #5,22.
0C0,000 and for the first 1C months of 1932 #6,05C,000,0C0,

I canrot vouch for the nccuracy of these figures.But it
should be remembered that there is probably twenty millions of
workerg still on tha job,using the most efficient means of produ-
ction,speeding to the limit receiving wages that are little meore
than half of what they raccived before the crisis.

Comrade Iarson gives figures to show that from 1866 to
the latter part of the 90's there wns an insresse in the nomirnal
and the resl wages,"Thon both the price index and the nominal
wage began te flutter,buot on the whole went up equally antil 1914."
I am not much on figures,but I am sure that ths figurass he quotes
and the conclusions hs draws dc rot fit the facts,

If real ard nerminal wages wors incressing how ars wa to
account for hurdreds of thousands ¢f unorganized workers spontan-
sously going on strike in 1877 their motto being¥It is better to
starve idle than working", Then,fromthz latter part of the 8('s
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until gbout 1903, the conditions were so bad ,most of the time,
uriemployment so great,Coxie's Army marching on Washington, that
there grew up in the labor movement a philosophy of sespair.

It was then that the theory arose of a "return to industrial
feudalism." %ven Xarl Kautsky,one of the greatest Matxian theor-
eticians of that time,admitted later that "e thought capitalisnm
was at an end and the worksrs unprepared to take power.

The American-Spanish, British-Bosr and the Russioan-Jspan-
ese wars,and the gold rush to the Xlondyke, gave capitalism a new
leass on 1ife. Then there was the panic of 1907-1998. Then from
the latter part of 1912 until the war of 1914 ,the conditions were
so bad that a wave of textile,coal,metal and other strikes swept
the country. The government became alarmed and appointed the In-
dustrial Relations Commission to investigate, Their report showed

that the cost of living was considerably more than the average
wage.
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New kiethods To Meet Changed Conditions
(by Al.Renner,local Detroit)

The Pre-Convention discussion in the Party Bulletin has
clearly shown the great need for mecting the issue that is so
extremely current,that is,the davelopment of our Party to meet
the objective conditions of the day., In the entire discussion,
both in the Party Bulletin and inthe ILocals,I have not heard
expressed any feeling to the contrary. OQur general statement,
wheroas correct,should be more specifically developed in detrail,
thus providing a guidc not only to the rank and file, but also to
the members upon whosc shoulders falls the interpretation of the
Party position, The great nsed is for the dovelopment of profess-
ional revolutionaries,spaciglists in a particular fisld,and this
work must be the task of our next Convention,

Comrade O'Brien has refarred to the objectiof increasing
the number of members to tho Executive Committes from seven to
fifteen., He has also stated that it did not produce the desired
rosult,and has recommenda2d the reduction sgain to seven, With

this I heariily agree,and would suggest the following procedure
for the naxt Convention:.

. (1} ?hat a committes of seven constitute the N.E,C.,of
which the National Secretary would be s member,

2. That only Comrades who can give the major portion
0f their time accept as members of the N.E.C.

3. That they he in a position to meet at least every
gecond month,and be so located as to make such meetings possible
without travelling several thoumand miles, Tha quastion msy arise
that this would not provido yepresentation for the Pacific Consat
and possibly for New York City., However,in this important work,
Comrades in the districts that would add strength to the N.E.C,
should be dbrought in closc proximity to the National Qffica,

4, That their work be divided in tho following mannex;
One member of the N,E.C.bc assigned the study and specialization
on the farm question. It will be his duty to proeparc a thesis deal-
ing with the farm question,to be endorsed by the N.E.C.,a2nd he thsa
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to be in charge of all work dealing with the farm question
concerning the Party. Also,that he appoint a Comrade in each
district,to work under his supervision,who shall be an ex-of fici:
member of any committec in said district dealing with the quastic
of work among the farmors. Also, that the district membsrs and
tho N,E.C mombers be footloose,that they iray go wherevor impokt-
ant dcvelopmonts among the farmers are taking place,

5, Tat the same plan be followed regarding other work to )
which each membor of the N.3.C.will be assigned,such as Uncmploy:®
Councils, United Front Iscuocs, International Aflairs, Eduwcation

Rosearch . Work,Pinanco and Party Press,

6. It shall be the duty of the N.E,C mombers snd the Bist-
rict Ordanizers to adjust any irragularities which may arise in
any local psrtaining to the department of which they are in dwerg:.

With this plan developed,we will have an active organizaticw
able cope with any smergency that may arise,and in this manrer
effact tho necessary stimuli to the development of a masa Party.

T s Bt U Y S s T D TR S h OB D AR G W B W NS Sy SN S v G e SER W S ¢ P b @ SR Y M e

Commanist International
( by Mary Wright,Iocal Boston)

The Proletarian Party should discuss very seriously the
question of the Third Internationsl,taking into considoration
all the events of the past few years.

The position taken at the last Convention,and expressed in
the Platform,is that the C.I. is the best intcrnational working-
class organization,but that its American section is worthless,
To say that the C.I is the best International does not necess-
arily mean that we accept overything it does without criticism,
The vory fact of our opposition to the C.P of A,is in itself
very savere criticism of the C.I. And,in addition,many of the
policiocs for which we criticiame the Communist Party ars the
directions of the Communist Ihtornstional,

For oxample,the C.I and the C.P are in perfect harmony on
the negro question; the C,I has repeatedly instructed the T.P
to continuc its policy of dunl unionism,and on the question of
the united front we find thae C.p of A acting exactly as directed
by the C.I. ™o C.I has ropestedly urged a united from from
balow .Even in its May lst manifesto that is vhat it urgsd, In
other words,the continued attempt to control or smash 211 united
fromts is not poculiar to tha American movement,but is rathwr
pa2rt of the instructions of the Internationsl. We should take
cognizance of those facts,and critiecize the C.I in oxactly the
seme way that we criticize the C.,P of A. To do otherwise is to
either convert the C,I into a Vatican,above critigismjor else
to stoop to petty political tricks in an offort,a vain effort
in all probability,to win rocognition from the C.I.

A real Communist doss not worship,he attempts to undor-
stand, He does not condemn onc organization while uncritically
praising snother which is the same. If the C.,P of A is rotten,
then the C,I is no mors sound,for the crrors which we find in
the C.P of A,are carriad out under the guidance of the C.I..
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