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THE BATTLE OF PRODUCTION

E battle of production is now
engaging major attention in
the country. And this is as it should
be. For production today—all pro-
duction, every phase of economic

activity—has become a battlefront -

for national defense, for the defense
of the United States.

Today our production for na-
tional defense is one of the most
crucial battlefronts against Hitler
Germany. It is vital for strengthen-
ing the armed forces of the nation
and for enabling them to collabo-
rate actively in annihilating the
menace of Hitlerism to the United
States. It is essential for defending
our first lines of national security
on the military fronts in the Soviet
Union, as well as around the British
Isles, in China, the Middle East or
Latin America.

Victory on these military fronts—
and on the highly important West-
ern Front which America and Eng-
land should speedily open as a mat-
ter of self-defense to ensure the
crushing of Hitlerism—requires im-
mediate victory on the production
front and speedy, large-scale deliv-
eries to the decisive Eastern front,
and to every fighting front against
Hitlerism. One is inseparable from
the other. Hence, the struggle for
production is a struggle for national
defense, for the military defeat and
destruction of Hitler and Hitlerism.

But, as the President’s second re-
port on the expenditures, produc-
tion and deliveries under the Lend-
Lease Act signalized, America’s
production for national defense, for
really aiding the valiant Soviet,
British and Chinese peoples, is in a
critical state, is dangerously lag-
ging, is not yet really set in motion
to defend America and destroy Hit-
lerism. Therefore the American
people must now approach the
question of production in a new
way. The chief reason for this lies
in the fact that production for the
defeat of Hitler Germany, for the
crushing of fascism and the triumph
of democracy, nmow serves a true
national interest. It serves the in-
terests of the United States, of the
entire nation and all of its people,
and not just the interests of the
employers. It serves the interests
of the national independence and
freedom of our country, of the prog-
ress and well-being of our people.
This means that production for the
crushing of Hitler serves the best
and most fundamental interests of
the American workers as a class,
and of its allies among the common
people of the country. For the im-
mediate and ultimate class aims of
the American workers, which are
in accord with and advance the
genuine national interests of the
country, necessitate and demand
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that Hitlerism—which is now the
worst and most deadly enemy of
the international working class, of
all peoples and nations—shall be
smashed and wiped off the face of
the earth. Without this, the Ameri-
can workers can neither safeguard
nor advance either their immediate
or ultimate class interests. This is
also why labor has a primary in-
terest in the success of the battle
of production.

This does not mean to say that
the existing capitalist mode of pro-
duction has changed its nature;
that it has ceased to produce profits
for the capitalists and exploitation
for the workers. No; it does not
mean that. Only socialism can
transform fundamentally the class
nature of our economy, making it
national in every respect, enabling
it to serve the interests of the na-
tion always and under all circum-
stances. That is why socialism is the
ultimate aim of the class struggle.
It is the ultimate solution of all the
fundamental problems of our nation
and of all nations. But today—when
the central issue confronting the
American working class and people,
the entire nation, is democracy or
fascism, national “freedom or en-
slavement—American labor cannot
and does not now place before itself
as an immediate and practical task
the fundamental alteration of the
existing class relations of produc-
tion, that is, the transition from
capitalism to socialism.

American labor, and its allies
among the toiling people, place be-
fore themselves now an immediate
task of a decisive nature. It is the
task of defending the national in-
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dependence and freedom of the
United States from the menacing -
aggressions of Hitlerite Germany.
Life itself has placed before Ameri-
can labor the immediate task of
helping to bring about a united na-
tional front, a solid national unity,
for the defeat and destruction of
Hitler fascism. It is the task of
helping to save the nation from the
greatest peril to its existence that
has ever confronted it. Without
performing this task first, without
the military defeat of Hitler Ger-
many and the destruction of fascism,
no other task can find its full solu-
tion or become practical.

We must now help mobilize the
full power of the United States in
support of, in the closest collabora-
tion with, and as an active partner
of the anti-Hitler coalition which is
developing around the Soviet-Brit-
ish military alliance. And the battle
of production has become a crucial
part of this national mobilization.

Labor must beware of those so-
called “friends” that seek to keep
the American working class passive
and indifferent to the nation’s war
effort and the battle of production.
These are the “friends” of labor
who demand special concessions for
labor as a condition for labor’s full-
est participation in the national de-
fense program, who preach that
labor has no stake in the war to de-
stroy Hitlerism, that this is not our
war. These are not friends of labor
but its enemies: enemies of our
class as well as of our nation. They
are the helpers of the Wheelers and
Norman Thomases, of the Hoovers
and Lindberghs, with whom John
L. Lewis has associated himself, of
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all those that are working for a Hit-
ler victory. Hypocritically pleading
the “defense” of labor’s interests,
they are in reality working for la-
bor’s most vicious and dangerous
enemy—Hitlerite Germany and fas-
cism.

These appeasers and helpers of
fascism hope to frighten labor away
from the national war effort against
Hitler by the cry of “sacrifices.”
Labor, they says, has to make sacri-
fices, for which they blame the
present foreign policy of the gov-
ernment and the program of na-
tional defense, and not Hitler and
Hitlerism, not the most reactionary,
the pro-Hitler circles of the bour-
geoisie, not those that are creating
and cultivating pro-Hitler appease-
ment in the United States. In doing
so, these so-called “friends” of
labor expose the fact that they are
interested not in labor’s standards
and rights but in obstructing the
nation’s war effort against Hitler
Germany, that they are national
traitors, the worst enemies of labor
and American democracy.

Because if it is necessary to make
sacrifices for the independence and
future of the nation, of the United
States, for the liberties and national
welfare of the American people—
and this is the question—how can a
true friend of labor and of the peo-
ple discourage or oppose the mak-
ing of such sacrifices? He cannot
and does not. And he who does is
no friend of labor but an enemy.

American labor knows that for
every advance it has made through
many decades of our history, it had
to wage bitter struggle and make
great sacrifices. Together with the
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rest of our people, American labor
also knows that historic struggles
had to be waged—at times long
and bloody struggles—and great
sacrifices had to be made to create
the American nation, to preserve its
unity and independence, to pre-
serve and develop its democratic
institutions, to build and strengthen
its labor movement, to keep it on
the road of progress and growth.
Nothing worthwhile for our nation
and the masses of our people was
ever gained or preserved without
siruggle and sacrifice. Who does not
know that? Certainly, labor does.
How then can the appeasers and
their allies expect to frighten labor
away from the national war effort
by the cry of “sacriﬁqes”? Only in
one way. By making it appear that
the sacrifices are not required for
the nation’s good, that the nation is
not in peril, that Hitlerite Germany
is not a menace to our national
existence and freedom, which in-
clude the rights and very existence
of the labor movement. And this is
what the appeasers are saying.
Hence, this is the criminal and
dangerous lie that has to be ex-
posed and nailed down. The Ameri-
can people have to be aroused as
never before in our history to the
national peril coming from Hitler-
ite Germany, to the menace of fas-
cism, to the anti-national and
treacherous game played by the
Quislings in the United States.
The plain fact is that the nation
has not yet been fully aroused to
the dangers facing it, to the trials
and tribulations confronting it, to
the great struggles that will have to
be waged, to the heavy sacrifices
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that will have to be made. And
there can be not the slightest doubt
that, when so aroused, the Ameri-
can people will give to the national
cause everything that cause de-
mands. Everything. It is therefore
the sacred task and duty of the
leaders of the nation, of all true
national forces, to arouse the peo-
ple fully to the dangers, tasks and
opportunities. It is the task of the
leaders of labor 10 mobilize the full
power of the American working
class for uniting and rallying the
nation, for national unity for the
utmost prosecution of the national
objective—the defeat and destruc-
tion of Hitlerism. And it is one of
the chief and most urgent tasks of
the labor movement to mobilize the
working class for the battle of pro-
duction.

Now, as in all times of great na-
tional crises, labor will not shrink
from making sacrifices for national
security and freedom, whatever
these may entail. And labor will
insist that the good of the nation
and not the selfish demands of the
pro-Hitler elements of the bour-
geoisie should dictate and deter-
mine the government’s policies.
This means that, from the broad
class standpoint of labor, there can
be no question of whether or not
everything should be done to de-
fend the nation from the Hitler
menace. Why? Because the defeat of
this menace, the eradication of the
fascist plague for all time, is the
greatest, the overwhelming and
the all-inclusive immediate task of
the working class and of all work-
ing people, of every patriotic and
liberty loving American regardless
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of class, nationality or political be-
liefs. For the realization of this
task, no sacrifices are too big or too
heavy. Labor’s concern, therefore,
is not with the cost of the struggle -
but with the struggle itself, with its
successful prosecution and conclu-
sion. Strikes, too, are costly; in
many instances—very costly. But
when forced by the employers to
resort to this weapon in defense of
its interests, labor enters the fight
whatever the cost in the immediate

~situation; and once in the fight, la-

bor’s chief concern is to wage it in
such a way as to win it. And the
war to crush Hitler and fascism is
the biggest and most decisive strug-
gle which the American working
class as yet had to wage. No “cost”
is too great to win it. For without
victory in this fight, the fate of
American labor would become: that
of the labor movement and people
now enslaved by the Nazis in
France and Norway, Germany and
Czechoslovakia.

Hitler fascism has forced upon
the American working class and
upon the American nation a life
and death struggle. It is either he
or we. And it can’t be both together.
The overwhelming majority of the
American people have accepted the
challenge. The job now is to enter
the fight in close collaboration with
and as a fighting part of the anti-
Hitler coalition, to bring the strug-
gle to a successful conclusion. This
and only this is the true position of
the working class. And it is from
this national position and the most
vital interests of the labor move-
ment that the battle of production
has to be examined and organized.
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It follows, therefore, that the
main task in the sphere of produc-
tion is to make it serve fully and
completely the interests of national
defense. It is to carry through the
mobilization of the entire national
economy for the purpose of waging
and winning the war against Hitler
Germany. It is to remove all ob-
stacles now standing in the way of
such mobilization. It is to eliminate
from the national defense set-up
all pro-Hitler influences that are
sabotaging the battle of production.
It is the creation of a solid national
unity for the war effort, a unity
that will make full use of labor’s
organized strength, initiative and
proposals for the winning of the
battle of production and for na-
tional defense.

The battle of production should
therefore be carried on under the
following slogans: For National
Unity in Defense of the United
States! For Full Participation of the
United States in the Anti-Hitler
Coalition! All Aid to the Soviet
Union, Great Britain and China!
Mobilize the Entire National Econo-
my for Maximum Production to
Crush Hitler and Hitlerism! Expose
and Combat the Pro-Hitler Ap-
peasement Forces That Are Sabo-
taging Production and National De-
fense! For the Unity of American
Labor in the United National Effort
Against Hitler! Develop Labor’s Or-
ganized Strength, Initiative and
Activities for Maximum Production
for National Defense!

Mobilization of the National
Economy

It is wunquestionable that the
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battle of production has made con-
siderable progress in many fields,
although not uniformly, despite the
passive and active sabotage of the
pro-Hitler appeasement forces. But
it is progress only in relation to
what we had at the start. Measured,
however, by the ever-growing needs
of the war against Hitler Germany,
the battle of production is just un-

" folding itself. Our full capacities

have yet to be tapped, significant
as are already the results of the
production effort.

There is still too much compla-
cency, too much of a “Business as
usual” outlook on the part of most
employers and even of many work-
ers. Also there are still too many
vacillations and half-way measures
on the part of the Administration
in unfolding its defense program—
just as there is still too much of a
gap between the government’s
pledges of all-out aid to those na-
tions fighting or resisting Hitlerism
and its current policy, which is still
based on limited aid to and limited
collaboration with the Soviet Union,
Great Britain and China.

A report of the research division
of the Works Progress Administra-
tion, made public on August 15,
throws some light on the problems
facing the further and more rapid
unfoldment of the production strug-
gle. According to this report, the
rate of defense production growth
(not its absolute growth) tends to
slow down. It shows that produc-
tion gains were most rapid in the
first months of the defense effort,
manifesting tendencies to a decreas-
ing rate of growth in subsequent
months (N.Y. Times, Aug. 15). The
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explanation given in the report is
that, since the idle capacity avail-
able at the start of the defense
effort has been brought into pro-
duction, “the pace of future ad-
vance will be geared to the com-
pletion of new facilities.” (Ibid.).
For the immediate future, the re-
port makes the prediction that:

“Henceforth, production gains
will tend to come in fits and starts;
output will move upward in a
series of steps. When new plants
are completed and additional work-
ers have been trained, another step-
up will occur. The achievement of
full employment and maximum
utilization of resources is not an
immediate prospect.” (Ibid.)

This is not a very optimistic pre-
diction. What is even worse, it may
turn out to be true if we do not at
once proceed on a course of com-
plete mobilization of the national
economy for the war effort; a mo-
bilization of the entire national
economy. But if we do carry out
such a mobilization this pessimistic
prediction will most certainly not
come frue.

We do not propose to ignore the
“limiting” factors stressed by the
report. Namely: that in certain
areas, production is reaching or has
already reached capacity and that,
therefore, further gains will depend
more closely upon the completion of
new facilities; or that the spreading
of defense orders (farming out)
will meet the need of expansion
only partially. These are undoubt-
edly “limiting” factors, but only in
a relative sense, only so long as our
production effort for national de-
fense is partial and not complete.
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But the moment the correct ap-
proach is adopted to the battle of
production, and the entire national
economy is taken as the base for
the battle, the effect of these “limit-
ing” factors will progressively and
rapidly decrease.

For example: existing capacity is
not as rigid a thing as might ap-
pear at first glance. It can be
stretched considerably, provided
there are the will, the proper organ-
ization, the full utilization of labor’s
organizations, initiative and capaci-
ties, efficient coordination of vari-
ous branches of industry, the elim-
ination of passive or active sabotage
by pro-Hitler forces. Existing ca-
pacity can be made to do wonders
when the national economy is
viewed as a whole and placed com-
pletely in the service of the national
war effort. The same is true with
the spreading of defense orders to
smaller plants and wider areas.
Even on the present basis of de-
fense production, such a step will
increase substantially production
output. Therefore, the importance
of “farming out” should not be
minimized. But this same measure
will result in incomparably larger
output if carried through on the
basis of a complete mobilization of
the national economy for the war
effort.

This latter deserves further elab-
oration. The very conception of
spreading defense orders has to be
broadened. It has to be broadened
to include every plant, every farm,
and every facility, no matter how
small, that can be converted wholly
or partly to defense production.
And defense production itself is be-
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ginning to include nearly every
branch of economic activity. In
other words, the conception of de-
fense production has to be broad-
ened, because the old difference
between defense and ‘“non-defense”
production is progressively losing
importance. And the building of
new facilities for defense produc-
tion would also proceed more
rapidly when promoted on the basis
of a complete mobilization of all
resources for winning the battle of
production.

Viewed from this angle, the
“troublesome” problem of priorities
would assume a different meaning.
It would become a problem of es-
tablishing a proper balance between
various phases of the national
economy, with every branch of it
and all of them together serving the
one main need of national defense,
namely, the military defeat of Hit-
ler Germany. All branches of pro-
duction, and all phases of economic
activity, would become branches of
national defense. And the practical
problem would be one of distribut-
ing the material and human re-
sources in such a way as to pro-
duce the maximum results in the
shortest time.

The yardstick for maximum re-
sults is, of course, the need of de-
fending America, of the military
struggle against Hitler Germany,
the supply of weapons of war for
the anti-Hitler coalition, including
America as an active military par-
ticipant, the supply of everything
necessary for the armies and peo-
ples of this coalition. The economic
and production front would become
truly part of the war front, which it
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has to become in order to achieve
victory over fascism. Therefore, the
problem today is no longer of
priorities in the old sense but of
full mobilization and distribution of
all actual and potential resources
for the production of everything re-
quired by the war effort.

On the basis of a complete mo-
bilization of the national economy,
such measures as the following,
ready in planning and partly in the
process of execution, will insure a
rapid expansion of the production
effort. They are: (a) the spreading
of defense orders to all available
plants, industries and regions; (b)
a more rapid conversion of existing
plants to defense needs and the
building of new facilities; (c) the
development of a national agricul-
tural program of planned expan-
sion designed to meet growing do-
mestic needs as well as to guaran-
tee vital food supplies to England,
China and the Soviet Union; (d) a
wider and more intensive training
and re-training of labor for de-
fense production (from the unem-
ployed and non-defense labor),
with payment of union wages dur-
ing the period of training and pres-
ervation of seniority rights for
workers transferred from non-de-
fense to defense production; (e) a
wage policy that insures a worker’s
income commensurate with the
greatly increasing and intensifying
exertions in production on the part
of labor and fully covering the ris-
ing cost of living; (f) a trade union
policy that insures fully Ilabor’s
rights of organization and collective
bargaining, without abrogating the
right to strike, a right which the
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government should safeguard by
ensuring the enforcement of labor
and social legislation and which
labor affirms shall not be exercised
against the interests of national de-
fense and maximum production;
(g) adequate housing accommoda-
tions and provision for all normal
living facilities for workers in all
defense production centers; (h) en-
couragement of and support to all
labor initiative and suggestions for
increasing production, adopting the
principles of the Murray Plan and
establishing adequate labor repre-
sentation and responsibility from
top to bottom throughout the entire
national defense machinery, com-
bating as sabotage of national de-
fense suppression and discourage-
ment of labor’s initiative; and full
share in helping formulate and ad-
minister the defense program; (i)
exposure and struggle against the
pro-Hitler forces that are obstruct-
ing and sabotaging the mobilization
of the national economy for defense
production.

It is clear that the foregoing
measures for the war mobilization
of the national economy do not call
for any fundamental changes in the
existing capitalist system or in the
capitalist mode of production. That
is evident without further clarifica-
tion at this time. The need of the
present situation is to take the ex-~
isting mode of production as is and
to put it fully at the service of the
war effort. And all that this re-
quires is a complete war mobiliza-
tion of the national economy, vigi-
lantly taking care that no sabotage
can take place by the pro-Hitler
appeasement forces.
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It is also clear that the war mo-
bilization of the national economy
for national defense will be attained
most rapidly and with least waste
of time and energy by the adoption
of the Murray Plan, and of similar
proposals from A. F. of L. organ-
izations, and of the Railroad
Brotherhoods, for the promotion of
national defense production. By
uniting their efforts in support of
the developing national unity and
in support of their plans for na-
tional defense production, these
great labor organizations would be
striving more effectively for the
realization of these plans.

This does not mean to suggest
that labor should wait passively for
the realization of these plans. No;
the struggle for national defense
against Hitler allows no such atti-
tude. The situation requires, on the
contrary, that the full strength of
organized labor, the full capacities
of the American working class, and
the entire influence of the great
labor movement acting unitedly, be
organized for the mnational war
effort, for the consummation of na-
tional unity for the defeat of Hitler
Germany, especially for the promo-
tion and winning of the battle of
production. In this way, and only
in this way, can labor strive suc-
cessfully for the realization of its
role, its initiative and plans in the
united national effort. Above all,
labor cannot allow anyone in its
organization to exploit the failure
of certain government circles to
adopt labor’s production plans and
proposals for adequate labor repre-
sentation in all national defense
agencies and councils as an “ex-
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cuse” for passivity or indifference
to the national war effort. Actively
and fully participating in all de-
fense bodies already in existence,
giving to the utmost of their ex-
perience and abilities, the represen-
tatives and leaders of labor will
best serve the interests of the work-
ing class and of the nation at the
present time and, in this very proc-
ess, they will enlarge labor’s in-
itiative and role in the united na-
tional war effort and in the battle
of production.

Labor, as well as the rest of the
nation, is interested most acutely in
the rapid war mobilization of the
national economy. Such a rapid
mobilization is absolutely necessary
also from the standpoint of over-
coming large-scale “priority” un-
employment as well as for the ab-
sorption into industry of the “regu-
lar” unemployed. Present estimates
indicate that unemployment will
decline by only about 1,500,000 dur-
ing the fiscal year of 1942, leaving
a total unemployment of between
5,500,000 and 7,500,000 during the
same period. This would be a ter-
rific wastage of our labor resources,
entailing great and needless suffer-
ing, and constituting a great detri-
ment to the war effort.

But this need not be so. A total
war mobilization of the national
economy will considerably reduce,
and not increase, unemployment. It
would greatly lessen and help to
rapidly overcome the so-called
“priority unemployment” because
the entire national economy would
be mobilized for national defense
and not just parts of it, and the
transitional periods for conversion
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and retraining would then be re-
duced to a minimum.

Meanwhile the trade unions in
cooperation with industry and gov-

- ernment should give greater atten-

tion to coping with the present
acute problems arising from the
growth of “priority” unemploy-
ment. Everywhere it is necessary,
especially on the part of the Admin-
istration and the leaders of labor,
to mobilize the workers politically,
to really explain why the defense
of America requires such measures
as speeding up and extending the
system of allocating and rationing
raw materials, re-tooling and
equipping non-defense plants and
industries for defense production,
etc. Everywhere it is necessary to
effect better planning and coordina-
tion in the operation of the present
system of establishing and execut-
ing priorities and in accelerating
the conversion and utilization of
“non-defense” plants for the de-
fense program, such as in the auto
industry. Everywhere it is also
necessary to alleviate the hardships
arising from this for the workers
and small business; i.e., to organize
the re-training of workers from the
non-defense industries, with mini-
mum wages paid by the government
and the employers; to protect seni-
ority rights and Social Security
status; to secure emergency federal
aid or insurance for workers af-
fected by “priority” unemployment;
to secure legislation for a morato-
rium on debts, mortgages and rent
payments of all workers and small
business men directly hit by “pri-
ority dislocation” and dismissals.
But all this must be done so as to
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rapidly augment defense produc-
tion, to speed up and not retard the
war mobilization of the entire na-
tional economy.

From whichever angle, there-
fore, labor approaches the battle of
production, every single interest of
the working class as well as of the
rest of the nation, immediate and
long-run, demands the utmost ac-
tivity and initiative of the labor
movement in the united effort for
national defense. The more actively
and fully labor’s representatives
will participate in the existing de-
fense bodies, the more rapidly our
economy will become fully mobil-
ized for the war effort, the more
successfully will be solved all the
industrial problems arising from
the present situation.

Rationing, Price Fixing and
Fiscal Policy

Among the more important
specific problems arising from a
war mobilization of the national
economy, the following are general-
ly recognized as the most crucial
ones: Rationing of material re-
sources and the proper utilization
of labor power, price fixing and
regulation, and fiscal policy (taxa-
tion, borrowing, etc.). A successful
solution of these problems is a pre-
condition for the successful outcome
of the battle of production.

The President’s executive order
(Aug. 28) establishing the Supply
Priorities and Allocation Board
(S.P.A.B.) is plainly a response to
the growing realization that the
time is here for a complete war mo-
bilization of the nation’s economy
and that rationing and price fixing
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would constitute some of the main
methods for this task. It is true that
the duties of this board as outlined
in the executive order do not ex-
plicitly provide for total economic
mobilization, but implicit in that
order are nearly all the possibili-
ties for developing the work in the
desired direction. Labor’s influ-
ence can accomplish much for in-
suring such a development.

First, on the question of ration-
ing. It is clear that the time has
already arrived when all those re-
sources that are required for the
production of weapons of war as
well as those for which shortages
already exist or are -anticipated—
that all these resources must at
once be mobilized fully and com-
pletely and distributed by the
method of rationing. When maxi-
mum production in the minimum of
time is of the essence, and strategic
resources have to be planfully hus-
banded and distributed, rationing is
the only direct method of immedi-
ate effectiveness. It is at present
also the only democratic and just
way of handling resources that are
either strategic in their nature or
in which there are shortages.

It is obvious that the authorities
governing the rationing of resources
are and will be controlling the most
crucial phase of national defense
on the economic field. Utmost vigi-
lance must, therefore, be exercised
to guard against all pro-Hitler ap-
peasement influences upon the work
of these authorities and to remove
from the national defense set-up all
pro-Hitler elements.

Second, on the question of price
fixing. Government regulation and
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fixing of prices (including house
rents) have become a necessity for
the national war effort. And here a
certain distinction could still be
made for the moment in order not
to delay further the establishment
of necessary price controls, between
various classes of materials and
commodities. Those that have to be
rationed (strategic and shortage
materials) must also have their
prices fixed by government author-
ity. Rationing without price fixing
is an impossibility. All other goods
and materials, which do not have to
be rationed for the present, must
have their prices so regulated as to
prevent an inflationary run-away of
prices and a continued rising cost of
living. For these reasons, the Hen-
derson Bill now before Congress
should be supported, with the nec-
essary amendments.

There should be included within
the scope of this Bill at least the
following things: (a) general house
rents for low-income groups
throughout the country; (b) definite
powers of price regulation for all
commodities entering into the cost
of living of the masses of the peo-
ple; and (c¢) provision for local price
authorities to be composed demo-
cratically of representatives of la-
bor, consumer organizations, farm-
ers and merchants. No legislation or
governmental action for “freezing”
wage scales is required for the na-
tional defense effort and wage rates
can and should be adjusted and im-
proved through the medium of col-
lective bargaining, voluntary medi-
ation and adequate minimum wage
laws.

It is impossible to ignore the fact
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any more that the rising cost of liv-
ing is becoming a real threat. Labor
Department index figures show a 6
per cent rise in the cost of living
since 1939 and a 3 per cent rise
since June, 1941. Wholesale prices
have risen more than 18 per cent
since 1939 and more than 10 per
cent since January, 1941; and those,
as pointed out by the C.I.O. Eco-
nomic Outlook, “will be very quick-
ly reflected in retail costs.” Worse
still, certain articles of consump-
tion, and house rents in various lo-
calities have risen as high as 20
and 30 per cent. Clearly, the Hen-
derson Bill, with the indicated
amendments, must be passed with-
out further delay. And in exercis-
ing the powers provided by the Bill,
everything will have to be done to
combat and curtail all speculation
in foodstuffs.

There is no doubt that wide price
regulation by the government in the
present situation carries with it
certain dangers of bureaucratic
misuse of the power thus granted.
The pro-Hitler appeasement forces,
inside and outside of Congress, are
playing upon this fact to obstruct
the enactment of wide price regu-
lation. But this danger of bureau-
cratic misuse of powers that are
necessary for the good of national
defense and have to be granted can
best be guarded against by the in-
stitution of democratic controls
from below—the establishment of
local price authorities democratical-
ly composed.

Third, on the question of govern-
ment fiscal policy. Government
policy on taxation and borrowing
should be guided by the needs of
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mobilizing the capital resources of
the country for the nation’s war
effort against Hitler Germany. On
this principle, it is evident that ad-
ditional taxation at the present time
must not be imposed upon the low-
income groups of the population,
either directly or indirectly. In
saying so, labor does not and can-
not take the position that the low-
income groups must be exempt
from doing everything necessary
for national defense. Labor’s ex-
pressed opposition to lowering tax
exemptions for the low-income
groups at the present time is mo-
tivated by two main considerations.
One is that the lowering of tax
exemptions, as provided by the
latest tax bill, is not now mecessary
for the financing of national de-
fense. The other is that such taxa-
tion, by curtailing the purchasing
power of the masses, directly im-
pairs the physical standards and
capacities of those who are doing
and are expected to do the hardest
and most strenuous labor for na-
tional defense. It impairs produc-
tion. For the same reason, we must
oppose the proposal of the Treasury
to raise the contributions of labor
to the social security taxes.
Financial means for the war ef-
fort must be raised first through
taxation of high incomes, of capital
resources and of war profias; sec-
ondly, through borrowing of savings
and non-productive capital. This is
so because the national war effort
in the fiscal sphere demands at the
present time the mobilization of the
actual and potential capital re-
sources of the country and their
employment in the battle of pro-
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duction and in the general war
effort. It does not demand the cur-
tailment of the purchasing power
of the masses of new taxation. Not
yet, at any rate. The masses are
already contributing, through vari-
ous forms of taxation, a consider-
able, if not major, portion of the
government’s income. And for the
present, the masses can help addi-
tionally by systematic and wide-
spread buying of defense stamps
and bonds, which should be organ-
ized by the mass organizations of
the people.

It is argued by some that the
people’s purchasing power has to
be siphoned away into government
income in order to combat the dan-
ger of inflation. This is nonsense.
Under present conditions, the demo-
cratic and efficient way of combat-
ing inflationary tendencies that
arise from a genuine shortage of
commodities in the midst of in-
creasing mass purchasing power is
rationing and price fixing. This will
also be helped by voluntary mass
savings and investments in defense
stamps and bonds. However, in
many instances shortages are arti-
ficial, in certain industries the re-
sult of monopolistic practices as
well as speculation and poor plan-
ning (where it isn’t outright pro-
Hitler sabotage). Such “shortages”
should be handled by insuring in-
creased production.

And in passing it might be ob-
served that the attempt to curtail
installment buying was totally
needless. It has also proved already
ineffective as a measure of curtail-
ing the mass purchase of consumer
durable goods. The latter aim could
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and can be served best by rationing
and price regulation.

The vital importance of carrying
through the right policies and
methods for the mobilization of the
national economy is further ac-
centuated by the unprincipled and
unscrupulous use made by the ap-
peasement forces of every mistake
of the government in this field, as
in others. The pro-Hitler and ap-
peasement forces, the spokesmen of
the most rapacious and reactionary
exploiters of the people, begin to
pose as ‘“defenders” of the masses,
demagogically claiming the “pro-
tection” of the masses from gov-
ernment impositions. Their aim is
obvious. It is to confuse and de-
moralize certain sections of our
people in order to weaken the
growing national unity for the war
effort against Hitler. This game
must be exposed mercilessly. And
a great help toward that end will
be the consistent application of a
true national policy in everything
that is being done for the war mo-
bilization of the United States, in-
cluding especially an effective ra-
tioning, price regulation and fiscal
policy.

Combating Pro-Hitler Sabotage

Basic for the success of the na-
tional effort is the systematic ex-
posure and struggle against the pro-
Hitler forces and influences that
are sabotaging the battle of produc-
tion and national defense. The
adoption of the Murray Plan and
similar proposals from labor organ-
izations will help greatly in this
task. '

It is widely known by now that

- Does

863

such sabotage has taken and is
still taking place. Appeasement and
anti-national elements within Con-
gress, within certain government
departments and agencies, within
certain corporations and monopo-
lies have been seriously hampering
and retarding the production and
national defense program. Is it con-
ceivable that the nation can solve
successfully and speedily the battle
of production if these pro-Hitler in-
fluences continue to operate un-
checked? This is inconceivable.
Such dangerous influences cannot
be allowed to continue to interfere
with or to retard in any way the
defense machinery of the nation.

In this connection, several impor-
tant problems have been raised.
the strugglé against pro-
Hitler sabotage in production re-
quire that the people should, at this
time, call for a general “trust-bust-
ing” campaign, for ‘“war” against
all monopolies as such? The answer
is that the present situation does
not call for such demands, though
it does call for a curb of certain
monopolistic practices which seri-
ously impede or obstruct the na-
tional defense program. This does
not mean to ignore the fact that
capitalistic monopolies by their
very nature are a brake upon pro-
duction and that their “natural” re-
tarding influences are especially
dangerous in the present national
emergency, when maximum pro-
duction is the central need. No;
these monopolistic practices and
tendencies can be ignored only at
the nation’s peril.

Furthermore, it is also a well-
known fact that the main breeding
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ground and chief source of support
for every kind of pro-Hitler, pro-
fascist and appeasement influence
in the country are to be found with-
in certain corporations and mo-
nopolies. And this is even more
serious, considering the tremendous
role which such corporations are
playing in the process of produc-
tion, in the national economy and in
the politics of the country.

There is no question, therefore,
but that the utmost vigilance is re-
quired to check and combat the re-
tarding influences of the monopo-
lies, as such, in the battle of pro-
duction, and particularly to elim-
inate from influence in the national
defense controls the pro-fascist ele-
ments that come from certain cor-
porations and monopolies. Thus the
question is not whether the strug-
gle against the monopolies must
continue; it is, in fact, going on. The
question is in what forms and in
what ways this struggle should be
carried on in the present situation.
And the guiding consideration to
answering this question is the para-
mount interest of national defense
in the war against Hitler Germany.

From this standpoint it will be
seen that one of the most effective
ways of checking and combating
the “natural” retarding influences
of the monopolies upon production
is the way of complete war mobil-
ization of the national economy.
Further and more rapid develop-
ment along this road is bound to
prove an effective check upon these
tendencies. But this is not all. The
national effort also requires the
elimination of pro-Hitler influences
from American business establish-
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ments, and many things have al-
ready been initiated by the govern-
ment toward that end. The line
must be pursued further, to the
complete severance, direct or indi-
rect, of all American business con-
tacts and relations with Hitlerite
Germany. And, above all, the pro-
Hitler and appeasement forces that
are sabotaging production and na-
tional defense must be eliminated
from all posts and influences in the
defense controls and public life of
the nation.

In other words, the present-day
forms and ways of struggle against
the monopolies must be determined
not by a line of action against mo-
nopoly in general, but by a concen-
trated attack upon the most danger-
ous features of the monopolies and
upon the most dangerous elements
within the monopolies—dangerous
to the war effort of the nation
against Hitlerite Germany. Condi-
tions may necessitate a further con-
cretization and development of this
line. But for the present, the fore-
going measures can be expected to
prove effective.

Similarly with another problem.
Does the present situation call for
a general campaign against all so-
called “dollar-a-year men”? The
answer would seem to be: No.
Utmost vigilance in the matter is
absolutely essential, since many of
these people, particularly within
O.P.M,, have proven to be affected
in various degree by “business as
usual,” by lack of sympathy with
the nation’s defense effort and, in
some instances, they behaved as
enemies of this effort. Such people
cannot, of course, be allowed to in-
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fluence the country’s defense con-
trols. Therefore, the struggle must
be directed not against “dollar-a-
year men” in general but against
those that are retarding and sabo-
taging the defense effort.

But to say this alone is not
enough. There still remains the
very important question of the re-
lations between the workers and the
technical and production manage-
ment in the process of production
itself. It is clear, without further
argumentation, that the mnational
battle of production requires the
creation and development of har-
monious and cooperative relations
between them. One of the main
problems here is to insure that la-
bor’s initiative, that its proposals
for joint participation and respon-
sibility with government and man-
agement for effecting and guiding
maximum national defense produc-
tion should receive the widest lati-
tude and should be utilized to the
fullest. And this problem can be
solved by incorporating this princi-
ple into the basic defense policies of
the nation and by applying it in the
entire defense machinery from top
to bottom. Labor can accelerate the
establishment of harmonious and
cooperative relations with the tech-
nical and production managements
by continuing to display greater
and ever greater initiative and cre-
ativeness in the battle of produc-
tion, in increasing its output to the
maximum in the shortest possible
time, in pressing for and winning
greater support for such policies as
set forth in the Murray Plan and
in strengthening labor’s organiza-
tions and independent activities in
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promoting national defense and na-
tional unity.

Labor Will Fulfill Its Tasks

The key to labor’s fulfillment of
its tasks in the present national
emergency, and in the battle of
production in particular, is a clear
understanding by the trade unions,
by the widest masses that, first, the
military defeat of Hitlerite Ger-
many is dictated by the need of sav-
ing the nation from the fascist
menace and that, second, to save
the nation from this menace is the
most immediate and vital objective
and interest of the working class as
a class. We must concentrate all
efforts to help make the American
working class, and all toilers, fully
conscious of these truths. And
everything should be done to
strengthen and activize the trade
union movement toward this end,
especially to develop the widest
unity of action of all sections of the
labor movement, locally and on a
national scale, for a united national
defense effort, for a united struggle
against Hitlerism abroad and at
home. For this is the way to safe-
guard the rights and freedom of the
nation and of the labor movement
itself.

The working class is the back-
bone of the nation. The interests of
the American workers, immediate
as well as ultimate, embody and ex-
press the best interests of the whole -
of the American people. Moreover,
the interests of the working class as
an exploited class, whose historic
mission is the ultimate liberation of
society from all forms of oppression
and exploitation, are fully in ac-
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cord with and serve the genuine
interests of the nation. That is why
—in this hour of national peril,
when Hitler fascism threatens our
national freedom and existence—
the Ameriean working class is called
upon to join forces with all true
Americans in a united national
front against the fascist enemy of
our country, and to strengthen the
anti-Hitler coalition on a world
scale by developing maximum in-
ternational solidarity and collabo-
ration with the workers and peo-
ples of all lands, especially with the
working class and trade unions of
the Soviet Union, England and
China. That is why the central, im-
mediate and all-inclusive task of
the American workers as a class
and of their Communist vanguard
now is to help forge labor and na-
tional unity, to strengthen labor’s
organizations and activity, to mo-
bilize and develop the national
front for the defense of America
and the destruction of Hitlerism,
for safeguarding the national free-
dom and liberties of the American
people and nation.

Consequently, the struggle for the
military defeat of Hitlerite Ger-
many, for the crushing of fascism
and the triumph of democracy, is
the central issue and main objec-
tive of the class struggle in the
present period. The working class
in its struggle against capitalist
exploitation and reaction, against
capitalism, for the socialist reorgan-
ization of society, for the establish-
ment of socialist working class de-
mocracy, has always come forward
as the most consistent and resolute
champion of national freedom and
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independence. Socialism itself
stands for the most complete and
lasting freedom and independence
of all nations and their fraternal
collaboration. The working class
is interested in and able to wage
the most consistent and self-sacri-
ficing struggle for the national free-
dom and independence of America.
That is why at the present time,
when Hitlerite Germany is threat-
ening our nation with enslavement,
the struggle for the destruction of
this menace has become the chief
immediate objective of the -class
struggle, its main content and pur-
pose.

It is this purpose that dominates
all other issues and problems of the
class struggle. This does not mean
that all other issues of the class
struggle disappear. They do not be-
cause they cannot. But it does
mean that all the other issues of the
class struggle must be estimated
and resolved in accordance with the
needs of victory in the major fight,
which is the military defeat of Hit-
ler Germany, the destruction of fas-
cism, the preservation of our na-
tional freedom and democratic lib-
erties and institutions. This is how
the class struggle continues, with a
new content and in new forms.

An American national front
against Hitler is made necessary by
the most vital interests of our na-
tion and people. A national front
embracing all classes and groups
willing and able to place the na-
tion’s interests above everything
else, willing and able to subordinate
everything else to the defense of the
United States from the fascist
threat of enslavement—that means
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that the national front is made
necessary by the most vital inter-
ests of the American working class
and its allies among all toiling
people.

This does not ignore the fact that
not all classes and groups belonging
and moving to the national front
are capable of an equally consistent
and self-sacrificing struggle for the
national interest. We know that the
ruling bourgeois circles, motivated
by contradictory interests, will dis-
play inconsistencies and hesitations
in the national struggle, even while
engaging in it together with the
rest of the nation. We know fur-
thermore, that a part of the bour-
geoisie, its pro-Hitler circles, its
reactionary and anti-national sec-
tion and the chief internal enemy
of the national unity of America,
will continue to exercise much in-
fluence upon the rest of the bour-
geoisie, creating among them ten-
dencies of conciliation with ap-
peasement and pro-Hitlerism. But
we also know that the Hitler threat
to the vital national interests of the
United States is exercising a power-
ful objective influence upon the
ruling bourgeois circles, moving
them to the national front against
Hitler.
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And the American working class,
together with its mnatural allies
among all toilers, are capable of
and will wage the most consistent
struggle for the national interest—
a struggle to the very end. These
powers and forces give the main
basis for the national front, with
labor and the masses of the people
constituting its backbone and driv-
ing force, with labor exercising an
influential political role and work-
ing to mercilessly combat and iso-
late the pro-Hitler appeasement
elements of the bourgeoisie and to
resolutely oppose all tendencies to
conciliate, to “appease the ap-
peasers.”

Therefore, today the greatest
class task of American labor, in-
cluding the Communists, now is to
exert the utmost united effort, in
closest collaboration with all other
toiling groups, to help cement and
lead an American national front and
a national unity cf all opponents of
Hitler and Hitlerism, for the mili-’
tary destruction of fascist Germany.
This is the main line and direction
of the class struggle at the present
time. This is also the main line and
direction of the struggle in the
battle of production.
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HE coming conventions of the

two great labor federations—
C.IO. and A. F. of L.—in them-
selves emphasize the division in the
labor movement and inevitably
focus attention on the problem of
how to bring about labor wunity.
This problem, which in one form or
another dominated the delibera-
tions of every A. F. of L. and C.I.O.
convention since the latter’s emer-
gence as an independent organiza-
tion, will in the present situation
loom even larger and will in fact
present itself as a burning problem
demanding immediate solution.

The question of labor unity, al-
ways a most important one, as-
sumes new proportions in the face
of the new dangers facing the
American people and perforce the
working class. The task of mobiliz-
ing all our human and material re-
sources in common struggle with
the peoples of the Soviet Union,
Great Britain and all peoples en-
slaved or threatened by Hitlerism,
for the defeat of the common
enemy, Nazi Germany, for the com-
plete destruction of Hitler and
Hitlerism, demands the unity of the
American people. And such na-
tional unity is impossible without
the active and united support of the
working class. The working class,
which has most to lose from the
victory of Nazism, is the most re-
liable and consistent opponent, the

best fighter against fascism. It must
be the backbone of the mnational
front against Hitlerism.

These two gatherings of labor,
representing between them more
than 10,000,000 organized workers
from almost all of the important
and decisive industries, show the
stature that organized labor has at-
tained, the role that it now occupies
in the life of the nation, and there-
fore also the responsibility which
labor must assume in these critical
days. Labor is no longer an unor-
ganized mass, inarticulate and help-
less. It is the most powerful force
in the nation, growing ever more
conscious of its role and acting ever
more as an independent force not
only in its own interest, but also in
the interests of the whole of the
American people.

It is most fortunate not only for
the working class, but for the whole
people, for our country, that labor
has attained this position of
strength and power, this growing
consciousness of its role. The
growth of the trade union move-
ment from a mere 2,000,000 some
eight years ago to the present more
than 10,000,000 (excluding the in-
dependent railroad unions), and
embracing the workers in the most
trustified basic industries, is one of
the greatest contributions to na-
tional defense, and one of the most
important guarantees against the
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enemies of our country both from
without and within. This strength
of organized labor can and will
rally the whole of the working
class, and with it all the common
people in defense of our liberties,
our democratic institutions, our
achievements, our homeland. It
will never compromise with, nor
surrender to Hitler. Equally will it
oppose and resist all efforts of the
pro-Hitlerites and appeasers, the
Hoovers, Lindberghs, Wheelers,
Hearsts, Coughlins and Norman
Thomases, to betray our national
interests to Hitler. These spokes-
men of the most reactionary and
greedy sections of monopoly capi-
tal, the American Quislings, Lavals
and Darlans, will never win the
support of the American working
class for their treacherous policies.

Lewis’ desertion from the cause
of anti-fascism to that of the ap-
peasers, the Hoovers, Landons and
Lowdens, has not even made a dent
in the unanimity of labor in its
hatred of and opposition to Hitler-
ism and all those who would betray
the United States by appeasing
Hitler, by compromising with Hit-
ler. Since the Nazi invasion of the
U.S.S.R. there have been numerous
expressions of organized labor, all
of which indicate the growing con-
cern of the working class over the
menace of Hitlerism to the United
States, support of the Administra-
tion’s policy of aid to all countries
fighting Hitler, including the Soviet
Unicn. These expressions have
come equally from the C.I.O. and
the A. F. of L. They show that
Lewis will find little support for
his announced policies in the ranks
of the working class.
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The A. F. of L., through the Exec-
utive Council at its recent meeting
in Chicago, as well as through the
personal statements of President
Green and Secretary-Treasurer
Meany, has gone on record in sup-
port of the Administration’s foreign
policy and explicitly in support of
aid to the Soviet Union. A similar
stand was taken by every A. F. of
L. national union convention and
by the conventions of the state fed-
erations that have taken place in
the last few weeks. These include
the American Federation of Teach-
ers, the Painters and Decorators
International Union, the Amalga-
mated Street Railwaymen, the state
organizations of Ohio, Massachu-
setts, Wisconsin and Vermont and
the largest state organization, that
of New York, whose resolution on
foreign policy and aid to the U.S.
S.R. is a model that may well be
followed by other labor organiza-
tions. Such action was also taken
by a large number of central labor
unions, and by local unions in nu-
merous industries and crafts, such
as the machinists, bakers, butchers,
garment workers, printers, team-
sters, and the hotel and restaurant
workers in nearly every principal
city of the nation.

In the C.I.O. and in the A. F. of
L. every national union, every state
organization that has met in con-
vention during this period, went on
record in support of the Adminis-
tration’s policy and in support of
the Soviet Union either by unani-
mous vote or, as in the case of the
Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, by an overwhelming ma-
jority. These conventions include
the powerful United Automobile
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Workers, the National Maritime
Union, the Mine, Mill and. Smelter
Workers, and the previously men-
tioned U ERM.W. as well as the
state C.I.O. organizations in Minne-
sota, = Massachusetts, Delaware,
Iowa and Nebraska. Similar action
was taken by almost every C.I.O.
City Industrial Council, including
the C.I.O. Councils in New York,
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Buf-
falo, Newark and Baltimore. Many
unions, through their officials or
through their executive board, have
taken similar action. These unions
include, among others, the fur and
leather workers, lumber workers,
boatmen, federal workers, fisher-
men, office and professional work-
ers, communication workers’ unions.
Where no national action was taken
the local unions in large numbers
and in many cases the district coun-
cil in the various industries have
acted. ’

It is therefore obvious that inso-
far as the struggle against Hitler-
ism is concerned, the labor move-
ment, whether organized into the
C.I1.0. or the A. F. of L. (and we
can add the Railroad Brotherhoods)
stands united, irrespective of differ-
ences there may exist between these
organizations on other issues. Or-
ganized labor stands behind the pol-
icy of all-out aid to the peoples
fighting Hitler, including the Soviet
Union. Organized labor and with it
the entire working class will sup-
port every measure necessary to in-
sure the military defeat of Nazi
Germany, the compiete and final
destruction of Hitler and Hitlerism.
Neither the appeasers directly nor
their agents in the ranks of labor
will be able to sway labor from this
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course. The working class, as a
class, is united in its opposition to
fascism. It is the most reliable, the
most consistent and strongest force
in our country, pledged and deter-
mined to protect and defend our

freedom, our independence, our
democratic heritage and institu-
tions.

t ] * ]

At this point the question may be
asked: Since organized labor, de-
spite its division into two separate
federations, has made so much
progress in the organization of the
unorganized, has been able to de-
fend and improve the living stand-
ards of the workers, and stands
united in the fight against Hitler-
ism, why then do we say that the
question of labor unity is today
more pressing than before?

In the first place, labor is always
stronger when united, irrespective
of the main task that faces labor
and the American people today, the
struggle for the defeat of Nazi Ger-
many. The goal is always ever
greater unity. Up until about 1933
the A. F. of L. had a membership
of a little over 2,000,000, limited
for the most part to skilled crafts-
men in the building trades, the
printing trades, the workers in the
amusement and distributive indus-
tries. Even the fairly well organ-
ized miners and garment workers
had suffered a serious decline. The
workers in the highly trustified and
basic industries, such as steel, auto-
mobile, electrical manufacturing,
machine building, etc., were almost
completely unorganized. The A. F.
of L. leadership, because of its in-
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sistence on outworn policies, could
not and would not organize the un-
organized. Under these conditions
the formation of the C.I.O., the
struggle that was carried on to or-
ganize the unorganized, was really
a step in the direction of greater
unity of the working class, a step
in overcoming the big disunity
which prevented the mass of the
workers from being organized into
the trade union movement.

Proof of the fact that the C.I.O.
organization was a step toward
greater unity can be seen today,
five years later. The C.I.O. has
grown to more than 5,000,000 mem-
bers and has helped organize the
workers in almost all the important
industries, the steel and auto work-
ers constituting a symbol of this
success, with the wvictory of the
workers in the Ford plant marking
the end of the open-shop domina-
tion in American industry. At the
same time the A. F. of L. unions,
stimulated by the C.I.O. and as a
result of the promotion of unionism
among the workers as a whole, has
also grown to some 5,000,000. Today,
therefore, ‘instead of 2,000,000
workers organized in the A. F. of
L., there are more than 10,000,000
organized in both the C.I.O. and
the A. F. of L.

But this does not mean that this
progress was achieved in the most
ideal form, or that labor would ac-
cept as permanent its division into
two separate labor federations. To
be sure, in the face of the attitude
of the A. F. of L. Council at that
time, the formation and building
of the C.I.O. were correct in the
interests of unity, bringing great
successes to the entire labor move-
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ment. But had the A. F. of L. lead-
ership been farsighted and had it
adopted the very policies and meas-
ures that brought about the organ-
ization of the workers through the
C.I.O, a united A. F. of L. under
such conditions would have been
able to achieve even greater suc-
cesses, we might have had more
workers organized than in both the
C.I.O. and A. F. of L. today and
in an even shorter time. The influ-
ence of such a united A. F. of L. in
the life of the nation in the course
of the last few years would have
been much greater than it has been
and is today. Who knows but that
many things might not be different
and more favorable to the working
class had there been an even
stronger and unified trade union
movement? Labor may have been
able to exert greater influence in
shaping both domestic and foreign
policy. It might today have been
stronger in Congress, in relation to
the power of monopoly capital in
general, and our countiry may have
been today in a much more favor-
able position in foreign affairs.
Many steps both in this country
and in others that led to strength-
ening of Hitler and Hitlerism might
well have been prevented.

It can also be stated here that the
continued division in the ranks of
labor, the even infrequent strikes
resulting from jurisdictional dis-
putes, the struggle between C.I.O.
and A. F. of F. unions in Labor
Board elections, kept considerable
sections of the working class away
from both the A. F. of L. and the
C.I.O.,, and furthermore made it
possible for the reactionary and
open-shop forces in the country to
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keep large sections of farmers and
other middle-class groups from
greater cooperation with labor, a
cooperation that is essential and
beneficial to both.

It is for these reasons that a
united labor movement is more de-
sirable, and is what we must strive
to achieve. That is why from the
very time of the formation of the
C.I.O. the question of labor unity
has occupied the attention of every
gathering of labor. To be sure, there
continued to be differences as to
how labor unity can be achieved,
but few dared challenge the neces-
sity for labor unity. Some thought
that the A. F. of L. would finally
absorb the C.I.O. unions, and that
most of the C.I.O. unions would
disintegrate. Some thought that the
sweep of the C.I.O. would result in
the disintegration of the A. F. of L.
and the incorporation of its rem-
nants into the C.I.O. Others in both
C.1.O. and the A. F. of L. believed
that unity could be achieved only
on the basis of the bringing together
of the two organizations through
democratic processes and in the
spirit of mutual trust and equality.
But regardless of what perspective
was held, all workers hoped and
dreamed of the final unification of
the A. F. of L., the C.1.O. and the
Railroad Brotherhoods into one
powerful organization of labor. If
at any moment this goal was lost
sight of, the constant threats of the
employers and the reactionary
forces in Congress and in the vari-
ous state legislatures served to re-
mind all workers that they can best
defend their gains, and make fur-
ther progress, by uniting their
forces.
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But if labor unity was always a
pressing issue, always in the in-
terests of labor and the whole of
the common people, today, in the
face of the crisis our nation is fac-
ing, labor unity is an absolute
necessity. The working class must
not limit itself merely to agreeing
to and following policies worked
out by others. The working class
knows that it must throw its full
strength into the struggle for the
defeat of Hitlerism. It therefore
wants a voice in the formulation of
policies and their execution. It can-
not make its role fully felt unless
it is able to act unifedly.

The organized labor movement
has the task of mobilizing and ac-
tivizing the tens of millions of the
working people for this great cru-
sade against the menace of Hitler-
ism. It cannot achieve such a full
mobilization without being united.
Labor as a whole has the task of
inspiring and helping to unite the
whole of the American people be-
hind policies that will insure the
victory of the forces of democracy
over the forces of barbarism. It
cannot most effectively inspire and
unite the rest of the American peo-
ple so long as it itself remains di-
vided.

Labor has the task of pressing
forward for the maximum effort in
the struggle against Hitlerism,
against all appeasement influences
within the Administration, coming
from powerful capitalist groups,
who though going along with the
Administration’s policy, are how-
ever always looking for “compro-
mises,” always fearful that, with
the defeat of Hitler Germany, the
democratic forces of the world will
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shape themselves not fully to their
liking.

Labor cannot exert the maximum
influence on the Administration
policies unless it is wunited. The
working class, the most reliable and
strongest force in the struggle
against fascism at home and abroad,
has the task of mobilizing the
working class and the whole peo-
ple in struggle against the pro-
Hitlerites, the appeasers, the Lind-
berghs, Wheelers, Coughlins,
Hearsts, etc.. It can most effectively
achieve this task by a united effort.

The working class has the dif-
ficult and complicated task of at
one and the same time assuring the
maximum production of war mate-
rial and protecting the workers’
living standards, its right of organ-
jzation and civil liberties. It must
fight to bring forth the maximum
mobilization of all our human and
material resources in the struggle
against Nazi Germany, to aid all
those nations fighting Hitler, and at
the same time prevent the reaction-
ary sections of capital from trying
to use the present crisis for the
purpose of increasing their profits,
strengthening their hold on the
life of the country and weakening
the organizations of labor. It must
prevent every attempt of the re-
actionaries to use the present situ-
ation in order to rob labor of the
protective legislation that it has
won, and to put over reactionary
legislation designed to weaken la-
bor and the people. All this de-
mands that labor be united.

We have already mentioned the
fact that the division of the organ-
ized labor movement into the A. F.
of L. and the C.I.O., the struggles
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between the two in labor board
elections, the occurrence of juris-
dictional strikes, have helped to
make it more difficult to organize
additional millions into the unions
and have enabled the reactionaries
to alienate certain sections of the
farmers and middle classes general-
ly from labor. Fortunately, these
jurisdictional strikes have been
limited. They never embraced large
sections of the workers. But such
jurisdictional struggles today, at-
tempts of either the A. F. of L. or
the C.I.O. to break away organized
workers from each other, would
not only be costly to labor, but
would be most tragic. And it cannot
be denied that there are such dan-
gers. If it is necessary in gen-
eral today to try to avoid strikes,
especially in defense industries, to
insure maximum production in the
war industries, to try to adjust in-
evitable disputes with employers
through negotiations and mediation,
then certainly there can be no ex-
cuse for jurisdictional strikes, for
attempts of either of the two labor
federations to try to “strengthen”
itself at the expense of the other.
In reality such efforts would only
result in weakening all organized
labor, the whole working class, and
would play into the hands of the
Hitlerites and appeasers.

It can be taken for granted that
Lewis and whatever followers he
may be able to rally in the C.I.O,,
because of their stand on foreign
policy, their denial of the threat of
Nazi Germany to the U.S., will, to
say the least, not go out of their
way to prevent further disunity,
and will promote jurisdictional
strife if they think this will
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strengthen their position and serve
their narrow group interests. There
is already some evidence of this. It
can be equally assumed that cer-
tain of the reactionary forces
within the A. F. of L., those who
like Lewis are allied with the
Hoovers and Wheelers, will do their
utmost to push A. F. of L. unions
in the same direction. So long as
the present division between the
A. F. of L. and C.I.O. exists, they
will have a fertile field for their
maneuvers. They will adopt “radi-
cal” phrases, they will try to ex-
ploit every just grievance of the
workers for the purpose of prevent-
ing the workers from uniting their
forces for the national effort.
Starting from the false premise
that the war against Nazi Germany
is not our concern, that the U.S. is
not threatened by Hitler, that the
main enemy is not Hitler and the
appeasers in this country but the
Roosevelt Administration and its
supporters, these elements in both
the C.I.O. and the A. F. of L. will
use every means possible to try to
disorientate the workers, to play on
old differences, old prejudices and
sharpen up all real differences, all
for the purpose of preventing labor
unity and national unity for the
struggle against Hitlerism.

It can therefore be said that a
failure to realize the need for labor
unity or to take steps to achieve it
is basically a failure to grasp fully
the present situation, the menace of
Nazi Germany to the freedom and
independence of the American peo-
ple, to the national security of the
United States. On the other hand,
all those who do recognize the pres-
ent critical situation and draw all
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the conclusions from it, cannot
but approach labor unity in a new
way, with new methods, and with
the object of its realization imme-
diately. If we are justified in call-
ing upon the whole of the American
people to make every sacrifice to
achieve national unity in order to
meet and defeat the menace of
Hitlerism, is it possible for the
working class, in the face of this
danger, a danger to all free trade
unions, to all democratic institu-
tions, to fail to unite its ranks?

Both the A. F. of L. and C.I.O.
conventions, assembling in the next
weeks, will be conscious of the
critical days in which they are
meeting and of their responsibility
tfo their membership and to the
whole working class, as well as to
the nation as a whole. If the con-
ventions of the A. F. of L. and
C.I.O. bodies, as for example the
New York State Federation of the
A. F. of L. and the U AW.A. and
U.ER.MW. of the C.I.O. are a
forecast of what is to take place at
the A. F. of L. and C.I.O. national
conventions, there should be very
few real and important differences
in the actions of the two great labor
federations. This in itself provides
the basis for unity and shows that
unity is possible.

In addition to this basic agree-
ment on program which shows the
basis for unity, it must be added
that, fortunately, the C.I.O. and
A. F. of L. organizations conflict in
jurisdiction in very few cases. The
C.I.O. unions have almost undis-
puted leadership in the steel, auto,
textile, mining, rubber, men’s gar-
ment and most of the other large-
scale industries as well as among
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the majority of the white-collar
groups. The A. F. of L. has the lead-
ership in the building trades, the
teamsters, the ladies’ garment
workers, the amusement and cater-
ing industries, among others. Only
in a few cases, as in machine build-
ing and marine, are there parallel
mass unions. But even here adjust-
ments and agreements are not hard
to reach.

It would of course be presump-
tuous on our part fo try to tell the
two great labor organizations how
they can achieve labor unity. But
we consider it our duty to our own
membership, to our followers
among the workers and the Ameri-
can people, and to the American
people generally, to tell them of our
position on this question which is
of such great concern to all of us.
We feel certain that the leaders of
the two great organizations will
find the way to achieve this goal,
once the tasks are recognized and
the basic agreement on policy in the
present situation is reached. We also
feel that the local unions and the
membership generally of the C.I.O.
and A. F. of L. should make their
opinions known to their respective
leaders. This is how the opponents
of unity will be exposed as a small
minority acting against the interests
of their membership.

But it can be added that while
full and complete merging of the
C.I.O. and the A. F. of L. may take
time and may present many diffi-
cult problems, the minimum that
can be expected from the two com-
ing conventions is: First, that no
steps shall be allowed by any group
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that will tend to sharpen the con-
flict between the A. F. of L. and
the C.I.O. or any of their affiliates;
and secondly, that a Joint Commit-
tee of the C. I. O. and A. F. of L.
leaders is set up whose duty it will
be to explore the possibilities for a
full merger. In the meantime a solid
front should be presented to the
country on all questions arising
from the present emergency, while
all jurisdictional struggles should
be kept from developing.

The Communist Party, always
fighting in the interests of the unity
of labor, will contribute all its
strength in this crucial moment to-
ward the realization of the goal of
labor unity. The Communists in the
trade unions, bound by no decisions
of our Party, not members of any
fractions or factions, bound only by
their loyalty to their class and the
American people, their knowledge
of the history of their country and
of the international labor move-
ment, by the principles of our
movement which summarize the ex-
periences and goal of the labor
movement, will stand as loyal and
disciplined members of their union
in the forefront of the fight for the
unity of labor. And they will allow
no differences to stand in the way
of this unity of labor, which must
embrace all workers irrespective of
race, creed, color, or political opin-
ion and affiliation. The labor move-
ment can further strengthen itself
and establish even firmer unity by
repelling all attempts of the ene-
mies of labor to smuggle disunity
into labor’s ranks through the
weapon of red-baiting.
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Introductory Remarks by Robert Minor

E entire world, every nation
without exception, is embraced
in a political struggle of an exten-
siveness never equaled in all of
time. The struggle has reached, in
practically all of the world already
—and inevitably will reach in the
very last square mile of the remot-
est countries—that degree of fero-
cious intensity in which the solu-
tions are made by superior physical
strength, i.e., by military combat.

The fate of every nation and ev-
ery people is decisively involved,
and will be determined by the out-
come of this universal military com-
bat. If there be nations that are not
belligerents their fates will be de-
cided by those nations which are
belligerents—i.e.,, by those bellig-
erents that are able to apply the
strongest military force to the solu-
tion. If nations are hesitant and not
quite fully active in the struggle,
through illusions to the effect that
they are not participants, such na-
tions, to the extent of their hesi-
tancy and half-heartedness, endan-
ger their own survival.

A decisive fact is the singleness
of the struggle. Those who do not
understand this will understand
nothing of the struggle. From Tierra
del Fuego to Iceland, from the Con-
go to Australia, Thailand, Chicago,
in the valley of the Yangtse Kiang,

from Franz Josef Land to the Ga-
lapagos Islands—every corner of
land and the life of every man,
woman and child are being disposed
of—the fate of New York, Califor-
nia and Uruguay is being deter-
mined in a worldwide struggle, the
present main front of which is with
the flame-throwers and dive-bomb-
ers and tanks on the Dniester and
at Perekop and Leningrad.

* * *

Within each nation an internal
political struggle is determining
the course of the nation as to
whether it defends itself or does
not defend itself. The internal polit-
ical struggle to determine the for-
eign policy of each nation, therefore,
becomes the question of survival or
non-survival of the particular na-
tion and the security of nations
holding interests in common with it.

* * ®

Never before in the history of
mankind has it been so important
as now for the masses of the people
and their leaders to understand and
to make practical use of those sci-
entific political principles which can
be decisively employed in order to
determine what course the masses
shall follow in this colossal political
struggle. Any who lose their way,
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any who are unable to keep their
orientation firmly fixed in effective
political principle, must be helpless
pawns of their enemies. Even
masses of men can become, for a
dangerous political moment if only
temporarily, helpless pawns of their
enemies.

There is a widely cultivated opin-
ion to the effect that there are no
political principles which can be of
service to the working class in guid-
ing its course. But such an idea is
only a cover for a policy within the
working class of being guided po-
litically by the bourgeoisie.

» L ] L ]

The modern movement of the
working class, which breaks away
from a blind following of the bour-
geoisie, has at its command the tre-
mendous instrument of political
principle. The modern labor move-
ment, the section of the working
class which is conscious of its posi-
tion in society and its historic role,
becomes powerful in proportion as
it masters the scientific principles,
the “laws of motion” of society, that
are the discovery and gift to civili-
zation of the great Communist lead-
ers of the past and present century.

Those elements in the working
class that are helpless pawns,
moved backward and forward by
the political leaders of other classes,
are not without a certain illusion
to the effect that they are guiding
themselves, and even to the effect
that they are guiding themselves by
principle — more than that, that
they are guided by a consistent
principle. But the principle turns
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out to be no more than a dogma, ab-
sorbed from another class.

* * *

Historically the modern labor
movement is the nemesis of war-
makers, just as it is the nemesis of
the bourgeois system, of which war
is an inseparable part. The modern
labor movement, insofar as it grasps
the perspective of modern scientific
socialism, becomes the first herald
of a system of society which can do
without war—the system of social-
ism which, in its perfected form, is
communism. The modern labor
movement therefore becomes the
first powerful and consistent oppo-
nent of the wars that are generated
by, and an indispensable part of,
the capitalist system.

This opposition to war on the part
of the modern labor movement,
when reflected among the masses
«through a haze of the confusion of
the petty bourgeoisie, tends to be-
come a dogma—an opposition to all
war in general.

Persons who do not understand
anything of Marxian principle have
“wished upon” the Communist Par-
ty a dogmatic “principle” of oppo-
sition to all war “in general.” They
have wished upon us a dogmatic
idea that support of a war in which
a capitalist nation is engaged is
under all circumstances a violation
of a “principle” of the Communist
Party.

Ignorance of the history and the
theoretical basis of our movement,
among even honest sympathizers or
members of our Party itself, often
causes a great deal of confusion and
stumbling at a time when the entire
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reactionary press is thundering at
the Communist Party, as it is now,
demanding that we be “true to the
principle of Communism” which
the Hearsts and the Howards, the
Pattersons and McCormicks and
Norman Thomases and Coughlins
say is a “principle” in opposition
to the war of the United States in
its defense against the Hitler con-
quest of the world. It is necessary
at all times to combat such ignor-
ance, to educate the advanced sec-
tions of the working class thorough-
ly and persistently and constantly
in the revolutionary principles of
Marxism-Leninism which, as they
master them, make them immune to
such imposture and make them
powerful to follow an effective
course of struggle. But it becomes a
hundred times more imperative now
that all the poison of middle class
adulteration be removed from the
minds of the advanced sections of
the American people. We refer to
the adulteration of the point of
view of the revolutionary working
class by admixtures of pacifism and
opposition to war “in general”
which are the products of the hesi-
tancy, the political uncertainty that
are generated by the economic inse-
curity of the petty-bourgeois class.

Pacifism has never been the view
of the working class.

Those who adhere to the prin-
ciples of the modern Communist
movement are not and never have
been opposed to all wars. The fact
that the final success of the modern
labor movement will eliminate war
from human society is not to be
confused with the fact that in this
epoch the political struggle be-
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tween states inevitably reaches the
tremendous intensity at which mili-
tary instruments are employed.
Those who cease to struggle at the
moment when the struggle reaches
the degree of intensity in which
military instruments are employed
on a mass scale are worse than
worthless in the struggle. They are
no more than germs of paralysis in
the ranks of democracy. Those who
understand the principles by which
the modern labor movement is
guided know that any dogmatic po-
sition in opposition to all war, to
“war in general,” can only remove
all adherents of such a dogma from
all effectiveness in the politcal
struggle at the moment when it
reaches its decisive intensity.

* * *

In August, 1916, the greatest
leader of the modern labor move-
ment, the founder and leader of the
Russian Communist Party, Vladimir
Ilyitch Lenin, wrote an article
which stands out now as a most
brilliant expression of the point of
view of scientific Marxism on the
question which is today the most
urgent before the working class and
the whole world. It is, of course, the
question of orientation in respect to
a war of the type of the present
war. Lenin wrote the article for
the one all-decisive purpose of in-
fluencing the workers’ parties and
the labor movement to a relentless
opposition to the war of 1914-18.
Therefore, in this article, Lenin’s
effort was quite naturally concen-
trated overwhelmingly to the one
purpose of showing the character
of that war (1914-18).
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The Communist leader Rosa Lux-
emburg had written and published
in Germany under the pen-name of
“Junius” a pamphlet directed
against the supporters of the war in
the German  Social-Democratic
Party. Lenin praised the pamphlet
for its character as one directed
against support by the workers of
any country of either side of that
conflict of 1914-18, which he de-
clared was imperialist equally on
both sides.

But, under the changed conditions
of today, it is necessary to show
that even while sharply condemning
all support on either side of that
war—with a vigor and clarity un-
equaled by any others in the
world—Lenin raised a voice of
warning against the theoretical
error of Rosa Luxemburg that was
to be found in her dogmatic rejec-
tion of the possibility under modern
conditions of a war of a different
character which could and should
be supported by the working class.

* * *

Millions of people in many lands
have come to see more or less clear-
ly that the rise of the Hitler power
over Europe and as a menace to the
world is a phenomenon of a pe-
culiar character. They see more or
less instinctively that it is a sort
of reversal of the progression of
history, a throwback to the more
crude and “uncivilized” brutalities
of the dark ages. A cultivated anti-
Semitic superstition is for the first
time since the middle ages raised
to a pretended “science” to be
spread by the truly most scientific
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technique of the radio, the flame-
thrower, the dive-bomber and the
super-tank. The reversion to the
principle of an autocratic power as
ruthless as that of Ghengis Khan in
command of panzer divisions and
dive bombers and in control of the
resources of seventeen modern na-
tions, all but one of the classic sites
of world culture—is this not a
‘“¢urning of history backward by
several generations”?

Before the eyes of two thousand
million people, history makes one of
its “gigantic strides backward.” A
Ghengis Khan with a Flammen-
werfer has burned his way through
to the English Channel and the
Dnieper on the road to the conquest
of all lands, which cannot exclude
this country. An anachronism? A
bloodthirsty mass-murderer from
the Middle Ages, speaking the half-
witted jargon of 13th century anti-
Semitism but commanding a 20th
century mechanized army equipped
with the highest scientific technique
—killing and burning his way to
control of the lives of all men and
the civilizations of all nations.

“Surely there is some mistake!”
“Qur eyes must deceive us.” “Such
things cannot be.” “How is it there
is nothing of this in the books?” “Do
not all the best tracts and the ‘So-
cialist’ dogmas and liberal doctrines
of the Rev. Thomas—do not they all
say alike that History moves for-
ward?” “Is it not possible that Mr.
Trotsky was right in saying that
what Mr. Hitler is doing is to bring
about the °‘national unification’ of
Germany, in saying that ‘Bismarck
only half fulfilled this task, leaving
almost intact the entire feudal and
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particularist rubbish’, and failed as
well to centralize Germany?” “If,
as our latest books tell us, history
moves only forward, then is it not
possible that Trotsky spoke the
truth in saying ‘Both these tasks fell
to Hitler. The leader of fascism
came forward, in his own fashion,
as the continuator of Bismarck...”

Such is the product of political
provocateurs taking advantage of
every unclarity. A hundred thou-
sand Hamlets among the official cir-
cles of leadership of the labor move-
ment have stood weighing the ques-
tion of their own hesitancy during
the three months since the Ghengis
Khan with the Flammenwerfer de-
clared war against the United States
through the pseudonym of war
against the Soviet Union and began
burning and slaughtering his way
toward the Dnieper and the Don.

But history is not a “one-way
street.” The literature that says that
it is, is the liberal bourgeois litera-
ture, most of which serves also as
“Socialist” literature on the shelves
of the reverends and lawyers who
have in their hands the guidance of
the education of a large part of the
trade union movement.

The literature of Marxism is re-
plete with understanding of such a
phenomenon as we see (though on
a colossal scale that shatters all
precedent) in the turning of history
backward, away from civilization
and into the crude brutalities of the
Dark Ages by German fascism. We
Americans first of all ought to be
able to understand this—we who
saw in our country only eighty
years ago an effort to turn history
backward through a slave-owners’

LENIN ON THE JUNIUS PAMPHLET

insurrection aimed at the destruc-
tion of the most advanced and
democratic state in the world and
the reversion to a barbarous system
of slavery—the full nature of which
hideous phenomenon of backward
movement of history was described
by Marx and Engels.

But in this article of Lenin’s,
written just 25 years ago, is a still
more impressive manifestation of
the fact that the scientific method
of our Communist movement is
fully equipped to deal with such a
phenomenon as now threatens death
to all freedom of all nations.

For in this article Lenin, with
startling accuracy, sketched the
possibilities and even foretold as
probable a great national war in
Europe in connection with the rise
of a dictator-conqueror of the Na-
poleon type—provided that certain
conditions were to come about. The
reader will see what the conditions
were, as forecast by Lenin. Among
them are: If the war of 1914-18
were to be concluded in such a way
that “the proletariat of Europe
proved to be powerless for some
twenty years”; and if that war were
to result in “victories of the type of
Napoleon’s and the enslavement of
a number of vital national states”;
if “extra-European imperialism”
held out for twenty years; and if
there should come (he was speaking
in 1916) a victorious revolution in
Russia. If these conditions were to
come about, said Lenin, a “great na-
tional war”’—i.e., a just war in de-
fense of national independence,
would be possible.

The occurrence of the first three
of these conditions “would be a de-



LENIN ON THE JUNIUS PAMPHLET

velopment of Europe backward by
some decades,” said Lenin.

“This means that Europe would
be thrown back for several decades.
This is improbable. But it is not
impossible, for to picture world
history as advancing smoothly and
steadily without sometimes taking
gigantic strides backward is undia-
lectical, unscientific and theoreti-
cally wrong.”

It should be noted that Lenin
states this carefully as a question of
scientific principle: that “gigantic
strides backward” do occur in his-
tory and are in accord with the
laws of motion of society. At an
earlier time, during the World War,
he referred to the matter, saying:
“We are dealing here with large
historic epochs; there are and there
will be, in every age, individual,
partial, backward and forward
movements . . .” (The Imperialist
War). Readers will observe that in
his article here reproduced, in which
his one purpose was to call for the
workers of the world to oppose the
war of 1914, saying that a progres-
sive character could not be found in
either side, that “Progress . . . is
possible only towards socialist so-
ciety, only towards the socialist
revolution”—Lenin was unwilling
to make even such a statement
without adding: “—if we leave out
the possibility of temporary steps
backward.”

The “temporary step backward”
has eventuated. It is indeed a “gi-
gantic stride backward.” By the
Hitler war, Europe and the whole
world are “thrown back for several
decades,” and against this hideous
reaction, “wars of national libera-
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tion” have become inevitable on the
part of all nations of the world and
all states capable of defending their
niational independence.

The point here is that the Marx-
ian leaders were able not only to
fix the character of the imperialist
war of 1914-18 and effectively to
struggle against it, but also to de-
termine what conditions would lead
to a different kind of war two dec-
ades later, and to describe accurate-
ly 25 years ago the main conditions
under which we are fighting now in
a war which they then said would
justifiedly be supported by the
workers and peoples of the world
and by the revolutionary party of
the working class.

* % %

In making historic parallels there
is always the danger that the anal-
ogy will be made too complete, in
mechanical reproduction of a previ-
ous historic epoch, whereas previ-
ous epochs can never be repro-
duced; and the reproduction of a
past epoch can only be partial and
fragmentary, while a new epoch is
indeed new. A warning therefore is
necessary against a possible over-
looking of some essential character-
istic of our present problem through
an assumption that everything now
is just as it was in the period of
the great wars of national libera-
tion of the 1850’s, 1860’s and up to
1871. Lenin referred in an earlier
article to a characteristic of the past
epoch which he described as “the
dependence of the masses upon the
bourgeoisie.” (Lenin: The Imperial-
ist War, p. 123.) It is obvious that
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the relative maturity of the modern
trade union movement renders such
a description obsolete for the pres-
ent period and particularly for the
present national liberation strug-
gles of all countries against Nazi
enslavement. To imagine, for in-
stance, that the working class of the
United States, where the present
trade unions have ten million mem-
bers and have largely acquired the
magnificent modern structure of in-
dustrial unions in nearly all of the
decisive industries, need only play
a passive role in the struggle for
national defense against Hitler ag-
gression, in the struggle of the na-
tions of the world for the annihila-
tion of Hitlerism, would be to com-
mit the worst opportunist folly and
to condemn the national defense to
impotence and ruin. Under the
modern conditions in which the
present worldwide war of national
defense occurs, tremendous duties
fall upon the organized labor move-
ment, and these duties include a
united initiative on the part of or-
ganized labor greater than any that
has ever been attained heretofore.

With the achievement of this per-
spective it immediately becomes
clear that all those persons who are
now arguing for lessening of the
role of the trade unions, a weaken-
ing of their strength on the ground
of sacrifices for the national de-
fense, are offering a program of
ruin. Under modern conditions and
particularly the conditions of this
war there can be no successful de-
fense of the national existence and
independence of the nation with-
out a powerful organized labor
movement as a decisive factor in
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the national front. The defense of
the economic interests and civil
rights of the working people is an
inevitable part of such a role of the
trade unions in national defense.
The interests of the workers are in
true accord with the national inter-
est of our country. All of the im-
mediate and partial interests of the
workers are inseparable from, and
can be considered only in relation
to, the supreme need of the defense
of the nation against Nazi enslave-
ment through the military destruc-
tion of the German Nazi state. For
this very reason the attempt of cer-
tain men in the labor movement to
separate the domestic interests of
the workers from the war issues,
and to assign to the appeaser John
L. Lewis a role in the defense of the
domestic issues, is a menace to
every interest of the workers. To
associate oneself with the so-called
America First group of enemies of
the national interest is to make war
against every interest of every trade
unionist in America.

The reader, therefore, in fully
seeing the exfreme gravity of the
crisis to the whole world that is
created by the Nazi advance in So-
viet Russia, and understanding the
full and unqualified support that
our movement, our theories and
our whole working class culture
give to the support of this war
against Hitler, will understand the
tremendous part that every Amer-
ican worker and every American
trade union must play in this life
and death struggle. He must under-
stand the full consistency of our
course in this fight in which the
first republic, the first democracy
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of the modern world, joins hands
with the latest republic, the latest
democracy, the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics, and the heroic
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British people in order that “gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people and for the people shall not
perish from the earth.”

THE PAMPHLET BY JUNIUS*

BY V. I. LENIN

T LAST there has appeared in
Germany, illegally, without
any adaptation to the despicable
Junker censorship, a Social-Demo-
cratic pamphlet dealing with ques-
tions of the war! The author, who
evidently belongs to the “Left-radi-
cal” wing of the Party, signs him-
self Junius** (which in Latin means
junior) and gave his pamphlet the
title: The Crisis of Social-Democ-
racy. . . .

To the Russian reader who is
familiar with the Social-Democratic
literature published abroad in Rus-
sian in 1914-16, Junius’ pamphlet
offers nothing new in principle.
But. .. it becomes clear that Junius’
arguments are very incomplete and
that he commits two errors. . . .
On the whole, Junius’ pamphlet is
a splendid Marxian work, and in all
probability its defects are, to a cer-
tain extent, accidental. . ..

Of Junius’ erroneous postulates,
the first is contained in the Interna-
tional group’s thesis No. 5: “. .. In
the epoch (era) of this unbridled

* The full text of this article, of which the
above is an abridgement, appears in Volume XIX
of the Collected Works of V. I. Lenin, Interna-
tional Publishers, N. Y.

** The pen name Rosa Luxemburg used for
this pamphlet.—Ed.

imperialism, there can be no more
national wars. National interests
serve only as an instrument of de-
ception, to deliver the masses of the
toiling people into the service of
their mortal enemy, imperial-
ism. . . .” This postulate is the end
of thesis No. 5, the first part of
which is devoted to the description
of the present war as an imperialist
war. The repudiation of national
wars in general may either be an
oversight or a fortuitous over-em-
phasis of the perfectly correct idea
that the present war is an impe-
rialist war and not a national war.
But as the opposite may be true, as
various  Social-Democrats mis-
takenly repudiate all national wars
because the present war is falsely
represented to be a national war,
we are obliged to deal with this
mistake.

Junius is quite right in emphasiz-
ing the decisive influence of the
“imperialist background” of the
present war, when he says that be-
hind Serbia there is Russia, “be-
hind Serbian nationalism there is
Russian imperialism”; that even if
a country like Holland took part in
the present war, she too would be
waging an imperialist war, because,
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firstly, Holland would be defending
her colonies, and, secondly, she
would be an ally of one of the im-
perialist coalitions. This is indis-
putable in relation to the present
war. And when Junius lays partic-
ular emphasis on what to him is the
most important point: the struggle
against the “phantom of national
war, which at present dominates
Social-Democratic policy” (p. 81,
Junius’ pamphlet), we cannot but
agree that his reasoning is correct
and quite appropriate.

But it would be a mistake to
exaggerate this truth; to depart
from the Marxian rule to be con-
crete; to apply the appraisal of the
present war to all wars that are
possible under imperialism; to lose
sight of the national movements
against imperialism. The only argu-
ment that can be used in defense
of the thesis ‘“there can be no more
national wars” is that the world has
been divided up among a handful of
“Great” imperialist powers, and,
therefore, every war, even if it
starts as a national war, is trans-
formed into an imperialist war and
affects the interests of one of the
imperialist Powers or coalitions
(p. 81 of Junius’ pamphlet).

The fallacy of this argument is
obvious. Of course, the fundamental
proposition of Marxian dialectics is
that all boundaries in nature and
society are conventional and mobile,
that there is not a single phenome-
non which cannot under -certain
conditions be transformed into its
opposite. A national war can be
transformed into an imperialist war,
and vice versa. For example, the
wars of the Great French Revolu-
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tion started as national wars and
were such. They were revolutionary
wars because they were waged in
defense of the Great Revolution
against a coalition of counter-revo-
lutionary monarchies. But after
Napoleon had created the French
Empire by subjugating a number of
large, virile, long established na-
tional states of Europe, the French
national wars became imperialist
wars, which in their turn engen-
dered wars for national liberation
against Napoleon’s imperialism.
Only a sophist would deny that
there is a difference between im-
perialist war and national war on
the grounds that one can be trans-
formed into the other. More than
once, even in the history of Greek
philosophy, dialectics has served
as a bridge to sophistry. We, how-
ever, remain dialecticians and com-
bat sophistry, not by a sweeping
denial of the possibility of trans-
formation in general, but by con-
crefely analyzing a given phenom-
enon in the circumstances that sur-
round it and in its development.
It is highly improbable that this
imperialist war of 1914-16 will be
transformed into a national war,
because the class that represents
progress is the proletariat, which,
objectively, is striving to transform
this war into civil war against the
bourgeoisie; and also because the
strength of both coalitions is almost
equally balanced, while inter-
national finance capital has every-
where created a reactionary bour-
geoisie. Nevertheless, it cannot be
said that such a transformation is
impossible: if the European prole-
tariat were to remain impotent for
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another twenty years; if the pres-
ent war were to end in victories
similar to those achieved by Na-
poleon, in the subjugation of a
number of virile national states; if
imperialism outside of Europe (pri-
marily American and Japanese)
were to remain in power for another
twenty years without a transition to
socialism, say, as a result of a Jap-
anese-American war, then a great
national war in Europe would be
possible. This means that Europe
would be thrown back for several
decades. This is improbable. But it
is mot impossible, for to picture
world history as advancing smooth-
ly and steadily without sometimes
taking gigantic strides backward is
undialectical, unscientific and theo-
retically wrong.

Further. National wars waged by
colonial and semi-colonial countries
are not only possible but inevitable
in the epoch of imperialism. The
colonies and semi-colonies (China,
Turkey, Persia) have a population
of nearly one billion, i.e., more than
half the population of the earth. In
these countries the movements for
national liberation are either very
strong already or are growing and
maturing. Every war is a continu-
ation of politics by other means.
The national liberation politics of
the colonies will inevitably be con-
tinued by national wars of the col-
onies against imperialism. Such
wars may lead to an imperialist
war between the present “Great”
imperialist Powers or they may not;
that depends on many circum-
stances.

For example: England and France
were engaged in a seven years’ war
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for colonies, i.e., they waged an im-
perialist war (which is as possible
on the basis of slavery, or of primi-
tive capitalism, as on the basis of
highly developed modern capital-
ism). France was defeated and lost
part of her colonies. Several years
later the North American States
started a war for national libera-
tion against England alone. Out of
enmity toward England, i.e., in
conformity with their own imperi-
alist interests, France and Spain,
which still held parts of what are
now the United States, concluded
friendly treaties with the states that
had risen against England. The
French forces together with the
American defeated the English.
Here we have a war for national
liberation in which imperialist ri-
valry is a contributory element of
no great importance, which is the
opposite of what we have in the
war of 1914-16 (in which the na-
tional element in the Austro-Ser-
bian war is of no great importance
compared with the all-determining
imperialist rivalry). This shows
how absurd it would be to employ
the term imperialism in a stereo-
typed fashion by deducing from it
that national wars are “impossible.”
A war for national liberation waged,
for example, by an alliance of Per-
sia, India and China against certain
imperialist Powers is quite possible
and probable, for it follows logical-

1y from the national liberation

movements now going on in those
countries. Whether such a war will
be transformed into an imperialist
war among the present imperialist
Powers will depend on a great
many concrete circumstances, and
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it would be ridiculous to guarantee
that these circumstances will arise.

Thirdly, national wars must not
be regarded as impossible in the
epoch of imperialism even in Eu-
rope. The “epoch of imperialism”
made the present war an imperial-
ist war; it inevitably engenders
(until the advent of socialism) new
imperialist war; it transformed the
policies of the present Great Pow-
ers into thoroughly imperialist
policies. But this “epoch” by no
means precludes the possibility of
national wars, waged, for example,
by small (let us assume, annexed or
nationally oppressed) states against
the imperialist Powers, any more
than it precludes the possibility of
big national movements in Eastern
Europe. With regard to Austria, for
example, Junius shows sound judg-
ment in taking into account not
only the “economic,” but also the
peculiar political situation, in not-
ing Austria’s “inherent lack of
vitality” and admitting that “the
Hapsburg monarchy is not a po-
litical organization of a bourgeois
state, but only a loosely knit syndi-
cate of several cliques of social
parasites,” that ‘historically, the
liquidation of Austria-Hungary is
merely the continuation of the dis-
integration of Turkey and at the
same time a demand of the his-
torical process of development.”
The situation is no better in cer-
tain Balkan states and in Russia.
And in the event of the “Great Pow-
ers” becoming extremely exhausted
in the present war, or in the event
of a victorious revolution in Russia,
national wars, even victorious ones,
are quite possible. On the one hand,
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intervention by the imperialist
powers is mot possible under all
circumstances. On the other hand,
when people argue haphazardly
that a war waged by a small state
against a giant state is hopeless, we
must say that a hopeless war is war
nevertheless, and, moreover, cer-
tain events within the “giant” states
—for example, the beginning of a
revolution—may transform a “hope-
less” war into a very “hopeful” one.

The fact that the postulate that
‘“there can be no more national
wars” is obviously fallacious in
theory is not the only reason why
we have dealt with this fallacy at
length. It would be a very deplor-
able thing, of course, if the “Lefts”
began to be careless in their treat-
ment of Marxian theory, considering
that the Third International can be
established only on the basis of
Marxism, unvulgarized Marxism.
But this fallacy is also very harm-
ful in a practical political sense; it
gives rise to the stupid propaganda
for ‘“disarmament,” as if no other
war but reactionary wars are pos-
sible; it is the cause of the still
more stupid and downright re-
actionary indifference toward na-
tional movements. Such indiffer-
ence becomes chauvinism when
members of “Great” European na-
tions, i.e., nations which oppress a
mass of small and colonial peoples,
declare with a learned air that
“there can be no more national
wars!” National wars against the
imperialist Powers are not only
possible and probable, they are in-
evitable, they are progressive and
revolutionary, although, of course,
what is needed for their success is
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either the combined efforts of an
enormous number of the inhabitants
of the oppressed countries (hun-
dreds of millions in the example we
have taken of India and China), or
a particularly favorable combina-
tion of circumstances in the inter-
national situation (for example,
when the intervention of the im-
perialist Powers is paralyzed by ex-
haustion, by war, by their mutual
antagonisms, etc.), or a simulta-
neous uprising of the proletariat of
one of the Great Powers against the
bourgeoisie (this latter case stands
first in order from the standpoint
of what is desirable and advanta-
geous for the victory of the prole-
tariat).

We must state, however, that it
would be unfair to accuse Junius
of being indifferent to national
movements. When enumerating the
sins of the Social-Democratic Par-
liamentary group, he does at least
mention their silence in the matter
of the execution of a native leader
in the Cameroons for “treason”
(evidently for an attempt at insur-
rection in connection with the
war); and in another place he em-
phasizes (for the special benefit of
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Messrs. Legien, Lensch and similar
scoundrels who call themselves
“Social-Democrats”) that colonial
nations are also nations. He de-
clares very definitely:

“Socialism recognizes for every
people the right to independence
and freedom, the right to be mas-
ters of their own destiny. . . . Inter-
national socialism recognizes the
right of free, independent, equal na-
tions, but only socialism can create
such nations, only socialism can
establish the right of nations to
self-determination. This slogan of
socialism,” justly observes the
author, “like all its other slogans,
serves, not to justify the existing
order of things, but as a guide post,
as a stimulus to the revolutionary,
reconstructive, active policy of the
proletariat.” (Pp. 77-78.)

Consequently, it would be a pro-
found mistake to suppose that all
the Left German Social-Democrats
have stooped to the narrow-
mindedness and distortion of Marx-
ism advocated by certain Dutch and
Polish Social-Democrats, who re-
pudiate self-determination of na-
tions even under socialism.



SOME PROBLEMS OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE IN
THE NATIONAL FRONT TO DESTROY
HITLER AND HITLERISM*

BY JAMES W. FORD

I. The Negroes’ Stake in the Fight
Against Hitlerism

EVER was the need for the Ne-
gro people to defend the United
States greater than today, when
Hitler menaces the independence of
this country and threatens the free-
dom and equality of all peoples.
When in the election campaign of
1940 we said that no one appreci-
ated democracy more than the Ne-
gro people because they more than
any other group in the country suf-
fered from a denial of democratic
rights, and that the treatment of
the Negro people was an acid test
of the welfare and liberties of all
the people, there was a nationwide
response by Negro people to this
call for defense of democracy. The
Negro people know what it is to be
without national independence; they
know the full meaning of slavery,
and they have mnever stood and
never will stand on the sidelines
while the independence and nation-
al existence of the United States are

* Based on Report to New York-Chicago Com-

munist Party Conference on Negro Work, Sept.
14 and 21, 1941.

endangered. Despite all efforts of
enemies of the American people to
exclude the Negro people from the
very concept of the nation, the Ne-
gro people rightfully regard them-
selves as a part of the American
nation and will yield to no one in
their determination to defend it.

There can be no question that
Hitler’s threat to America is of the
most vital concern to the Negro.
The threat of Hitler has made the
problem of democracy and liberty
more urgent than at any time in
history for the Negro people. Some
Negroes hold the point of view that
this is a “white man’s affair” and
there is no stake in it for Negroes.
Such arguments are erroneous and
dangerous, and arise because there
is a failure to understand that every
trait of Hitler, all he stands for, and
all his policies toward nations and
peoples leave no choice to any peo-
ple including the Negro people but
to resist Hitler and destroy Nazism.
The fight against Hitler and Hitler-
ism is the affair of every loyal and
patriotic American.

The National Front in defense of
the nation against Hitler conquest
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and the liberation struggle of the
Negro people are not two mutually
exclusive things; they are mutually
supplementary. The fight for Negro
rights must be conducted within the
framework of the National Front.
To separate these two mutually
connected processes or to conduct
the fight for Negro rights in such a
way as to hamper the National
Front would endanger the central
task of defense of the nation and
the special interests of the Negro
people. Those who exploit the just
demands of the Negro people, lead-
ing them into a blind alley in isola-
tion from the nation and their
working class allies, are traitors to
the nation and endanger the libera-
tion struggle of the Negro people.
Such is the activity of the Trotsky-
ites in every Negro community.
They try to divert the Negro people
from the realization that they face
entirely new conditions of struggle.
They cunningly play on the just
grievances of the Negro people,
propagandize them to “have nothing
to do with the war against Hitler”
and inflame them into “Negro na-
tionalism,” isolating them from
their white working class allies.
Pro-Hitler meetings in Harlem and
other Negro communities spon-
sored by a small group of so-called
“Negro nationalists” are egged on
by Trotskyites. The ideology of
these so-called “Negro nationalists”
is the reverse of the coin of Hitler’s
Aryan theories of race, and rep-
resents for the Negro people the
same poison as Hitler’s racism does
for the German people.

Does this mean that the just
rights and demands of the Negro
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people, such as the right to vote, the
elimination of the poll-tax, dis-
crimination and so on, are sacri-
ficed for the benefit of the National
Front? No! It would be wrong to
underestimate the grievances of the
Negro people; it would be equally
wrong to press these demands with-
out regard to the main task of the
destruction of Hitler, without which
no serious fight for Negro rights is
possible. Both would play into the
hands of the appeasers, the Trot-
skyites and traitors. The military
destruction of Hitler and Hitlerism
is the foremost task of the entire
nation. The problems of the Negro
people must be brought forward
and incorporated in the solution of
this main task in such a way as to
take into full account the new con-
ditions facing the struggle for Ne-
gro rights. This requires that all
sections of the Negro liberation
movement recognize the absolute
need of making a sharp turn, work-
ing in an entirely new way in the
light of the new situation.

This new condition is the defense
of the national independence and
sovereignty of the United States
against Hitler and his lust for world
conquest. Hitler is warring on this
nation. He hates the liberty which
the American people cherish, and
has earmarked for destruction the
democracy and freedom which have
been achieved in this country. He
aims to destroy the economic life
of this nation, to subjugate the econ-
omy of the whole world and,
should he be successful, he would
destroy the magnificent productive
machinery of our nation, the object
of admiration by all peoples. All
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products of world trade and com-
merce that are essential to the eco-
nomic existence of this country
would fall under Hitler’s domina-
tion. He would dictate trade regula-
tions of the world market and com-
pletely subordinate the industrial
and agricultural life of this country
to the greater profit of Nazi imperi-
alist finance. Only secondary and
supporting industries to Germany’s
“New Order” would be tolerated,
and these would be headed by Hit-
ler’s American Quislings.

Not since eighty years ago (1861-
65), since the Civil War which
abolished slavery and established
the unity of this nation, has this
country faced such a crucial test as
today. Into that struggle every-
thing was thrown, every sacrifice
was made to sustain the nation
against enemies from within and
from without, in this struggle our
nation cannot fail again.

II. The Changed Character of the
War

Discussion of the relationship of
the problems of the Negro people
to this major task of today re-
quires, even at the expense of repe-
tition, clarity on the new conditions
since July 22, when the Soviet
Union was attacked by the Hitler
Nazis, immediately creating the
gravest danger to the United States.
Has the character of the war
changed? What are the basis and
orientation of the grouping and re-
grouping of forces nationally and
internationally that have made the
war a different kind of war, requir-
ing alteration in approach?
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This question was interestingly
placed by Dr. Charles H. Thompson
editor of The Journal of Negro Edu~
cation, Howard University, Wash-
ington, D. C., in an article written
in May of 1941, Dr. Thompson poses
the following propositions:

“There are still a number of
thoughtful people who are not so
sure that the present conflict is any-
thing more than a clash of rival
imperialisms; that this conflict is
just another struggle for power on
an even larger and more devastat-
ing scale than World War I.

“There are still others, probably
the majority, who believe that de-
spite the imperialistic aspects of the
present conflict there is much more
at stake than salvaging foreign in-
vestments and foreign trade.” *

Let us examine these proposi-
tions.

When the war broke out in 1939
it was clearly imperialistic. It was
unmistakably a struggle to deter-
mine which group of powers was to
dominate the world. The British-
French camp conducted the war in
the spirit of its Munich policies,
still hoping to switch the war
against the Soviet Union. The Ger-
man imperialists, on the other hand,
conquered one country after an-
other, driving ahead rapidly and
striking universal horror into the
peoples of the world, who saw be-
fore them the specter of Nazi con-
quest of all peoples.

* The Journal of Negro Education, July, 1941,
Special Edition, p. 305, Vol. X, No. 3: ‘‘Racial
Minorities and the Present International Crisis.””
Dr. Thompson and the editors are to be com-
pli ted on a did collection of materials.
It is worthy of serious study by all people inter-
ested in the viewpoint and struggle of minority

groups against fascism and for a “new and better
world.”
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The Nazis held burning hatred
for the Soviet people. The Soviet-
German Pact of non-aggression
held off attack for a while. The So-
viet Union was a great power and
sought to maintain peace up to the
moment the imperialist groups
plunged into war. When the war
unavoidably broke out, the Soviet
Union took a position of strict neu-
trality. This policy of neutrality
served the interests and needs of all
forces and peoples that wanted to
check the spread of war, and stop
imperialist blood letting.

But the Nazis plunged headlong
from the Battle of Britain to the
Balkan campaigns. They were head-
ing to the Near East and endanger-
ing the security of the Soviet Union.
This was in accord with the world
conquest aims of Hitler. But the
Nazis found in the U.S.S.R. a sharp
check to their expansionist plans.
Hitler could not launch an all-out
attack against the British Isles be-
cause the Soviet Union stood at his
back, a menace to all his bloody
conquests. The strength of the So-
viet Union gave stimulus to the peo-
ples of Western Europe in their
struggle for national independence
against fascism. In desperation the
Nazis treacherously violated the
non-aggression pact and ruthlessly
attacked the Soviet people on June
22. Thus a new phase of the war
entered, changing all the relation
of forces and the character of the
war. Regrouping and reorientation
of forces began to take place
throughout the world. German im-
perialism’s ruthless attack upon the
Soviet Union showed beyond all
doubt that Hitler was out for noth-
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ing less than conquest of the whole
world.

The Churchill Government was
quick to recognize the tragic danger
to the national existence of Britain.
The people of England as a whole
had long begun to see the monstrous
plans of Hitler to destroy the British
nation. The peoples of Western Eu-
rope, whose struggles for national
existence had been toyed with by
big powers, stiffened their struggle
against Nazi aggression. The un-
conquerable spirit of the peoples of
Norway, Holland and France began
to rise up against the German im-
perialist conquerors. Thus larger
forces, whose aims were not aggres-
sion but were for national libera-
tion against Nazi imperialism, be-
gan to crystalize. The Red Army
and the Russian people in their
noble and heroic stand against the
aggressors on the Eastern Front be-
came the bulwark of defense of all
peoples.

The Soviet-British Pact of mutu-
al assistance was concluded and
served as a basis for the coalition
of all anti-Hitler forces to stop the
Nazis. Sections of the American
bourgeoisie came to a realization of
the danger of Hitler to the national
security of the United States. The
Roosevelt Government took steps to
tighten our defenses and to join
with Britain and the Soviet Union
against Hitler aggression. The
friends of fascism and Nazism, how-
ever, rushed to combat this policy;
they prefer a Hitler victory to a
victory of democracy. The pro-
ponents of fascism and Nazism are
to be found in all capitalist states.
They constitute the most reactionary
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circles of the bourgeoisie, who be-
tray the national interests of the
nation for their class interests. They
attack and destroy the trade union
organizations. They organize terror
and tyranny. They stir up extreme
chauvinism. They work to disunite
the nation. In our country they are
the Hoovers, Lindberghs, the Nyes
and their like. As soon as the inter-
national situation changed they
developed an immediate sharp op-
position to the foreign policy of the
Roosevelt Government. They en-
couraged appeasement, and spon-
sored racial bias, anti-Semitism and
treason. This is how the Hitler wing
of the bourgeoisie in our country
acts.

The events here outlined trans-
formed the second world war into
a war of all peoples and nations for
national independence and freedom
from enslavement by Hitler—a war
for the restoration of the national
existence of conquered nations. The
common interests of the British
people, the Soviet people and the
Chinese people merged on the war
to crush Hitler, which became a
just, liberating war. It is in the
interest of all colonial and op-
pressed peoples, including the peo-
ples of India and Africa.

The participation of the Soviet
Union in this coalition safeguards
the national interests of all peoples
in the struggle against Nazi aggres-
sion. The Soviet Union is not im-
perialistic. The Soviet Union re-
gards the war as a war against the
Nazi rulers and not against the Ger-
man people. Thus there is estab-
lished the safeguard that there will
be no new Versailles. The Soviet
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Union always made clear that vic-
tory over Hitler carries with it the
guarantee of freedom of all peoples
oppressed by Nazism, and the right
of all nations to govern themselves
as they see fit. The national inter-
ests of our own country require full
collaboration, militarily and other-
wise, with the world front to de-
feat the Nazi drive to enslave the
globe.

III. The Negroes’ Role in the
National Anti-Hitler Front

What is the place of the Negro
people in the National Front, for
the military defeat of Hitler and
Hitlerism? There are some ten-
dencies in Negro circles that cause
confusion by seeing the problems
of the Negro people in the light of
the first imperialist war of 1914-18.
There are currents that are anti-
Hitler but minimize and fail to re-
flect the tremendous menace of Hit-
ler to the nation and correspond-
ingly to the Negro people. Other
currents tend to separate the prob-
lems of the Negro people from the
problems of the nation and from
their working class allies. Then
there are some outright pro-Hitler
provocateurs. On the whole, there
is dominant anti-Hitler, pro-Soviet
sentiment among the Negro people.

The Baltimore Afro-American
posed the question very well when
it wrote:

“We ask President Roosevelt to
strike down those discriminations
in the armed forces just as he has
abolished them in the defense in-
dustries. And we urge him to make
the fullest use of colored man-
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power not in the interests of senti-
ment or favor, but for the preserva-
tion of the nation and its democ-
racy.

“In an all-out war against Hitler
and Mussolini, we can no more win
without our full cooperation than
could Lincoln defeat Jeff Davis and
Robert E. Lee.

“From the tomb, the voice of
Lincoln sounds today as plainly as
it did in 1861—‘this nation cannot
exist half slave and half free’ We
invite the war President of today to
heed the advice of the war Presi-
dent of 77 years ago.”

This is a statesman-like utter-
ance. What is the peculiar quality
of the Afro-American’s proposal?
It is the demand for the fullest use
of the colored man-power ‘“not in
the interests of sentiment or favor,
but for the preservation of our na-
tion and its democracy.” To defeat
Hitler all the forces of the nation
must be brought to bear. The Negro
must be treated as a part of the
nation, and his efforts strengthened
by wiping out discrimination in de-
fense industries and in the armed
forces, the very heart of national
defense. This is our nation; it is our
country. We live in it and we will
not yield or give up the elementary
right to defend it when it is threat-
ened by Hitler bandits.

That is why Dr. Gordon H. Han-
cock, columnist, of the Norfolk
Journal and Guide, is absolutely
correct when he says:

“This nation and Negroes espe-
cially are facing a serious situation.
Negroes, this is our war! The man
with much can afford to lose some;
the man with little cannot afford to
lose that little. . . . We have our

893

‘Black Patties,” ‘Black Spurgeons,’
and ‘Black What-nots’; but may
God forbid that we should have any
Black Wheelers and Black Lind-
berghs.”

The Negro people can only re-
ject the overtures of the appeasers
of Hitler as a betrayal of the inter-
ests of the Negro. In this respect the
July 26 issue of the Journal and
Guide is to be commended for con-
demning the sponsorship of a
Charles Young Division of the
America First Committee among
Negroes. The America First Com-
mittee, through its spokesmen,
Charles Lindbergh and Senator
Nye, is spreading the poison of anti-
Semitism and racial bias, through-
cut the country. It is aimed at
dividing the nation, leaving it a
prey to Hitler. John L. Lewis is also
associated with the appeasers. Some
years ago John L. Lewis created a
name for himself among Negroes.
But that popularity must not ob-
scure the all-important fact that
Lewis is actively aligned with the
worst enemies of the Negro people.
To ignore this, and to fail to de-
cisively combat this treachery to
the nation can only bring irrepara-
ble harm to the American people as
well as to the struggle for Negro
rights.

This is already indicated in the
despicable activity of Horace Cay-
ton, self-appointed Negro stooge of
John L. Lewis and columnist for
the Pittsburgh Courier. In a recent
issue of this paper he wrote:

“I would like to pass on a little
advice to the Negro America First
Committee. Hurry up and organize
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a national organization of Negroes
like the Congress [National Negro
Congress—J.W.F.], but with no
Communists in it. Then when Lewis
dismisses the National Negro Con-
gress, go to him for support.”

It need not be emphasized that
this “advice” can only undermine
the unity of Negro and white labor.

George Schuyler, columnist, of
the Pittsburgh Courier, also speaks
the language of the appeasers. His
failure to see “no change in the
character of the war,” his charges
that the Soviet Union represents
“Red Imperialism,” reveal him as
an unprincipled adventurist. Schuy-
ler’s position must be exposed as
incompatible with the best interests
of the Negro people.

IV. The Fight Against
Discrimination

The Negro has a stake in defend-
ing the nation against Hitler and
Hitlerism. There can be no question
about that. But neither can there
be any question that everything
that weakens his will to defend the
nation must be vigorously com-
bated. Those who make the Negro
feel that he has no reason to defend
the nation only play into the hands
of the nation’s enemies or belong
among these enemies themselves.
As long as Negroes are discrimin-
ated against in national defense in-
dustries this will be grist to the
mill of the appeasers. We must wipe
out all tendencies that will permit
any Negro to be influenced by the
poison of the appeasers.

We must face the struggle for Ne-
gro rights. The demand that dis-
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crimination be wiped out is just.
The President has made several
historic and important pronounce-
ments in the form of executive or-
ders against discrimination. These
pronouncements go a long way in
meeting the urgencies of the pres-
ent situation. They should be fol-
lowed up and extended. Immediate
and urgent measures are necessary,
not because the Negro desires to
raise issues that would obstruct na-
tional defense or the national unity
in defense of the nation, but because
the intolerable abuses against the
Negro people provide the basis for
obstructionists to operate and sow
the seeds of disunity; because such
measures are required by the real
and just demands of the Negro in
the democracy he defends. They
provide the basis for integrating the
Negro as a living part of the na-
tion. They provide the basis for
mass mobilization of the Negroes in
the quickest possible time. A mini-
mum of such measures are:

1. Enforce the President’s execu-
tive statement against discrimina-
tion in defense industry.

2. Remove from the army pro-
fascist anti-Negro elements—those
who intimidate, insult, abuse, spread
rumors and race poison against Ne-
gro soldiers.

3. Punishment of those respon-
sible for situations that developed
at Fort Bragg and other army
camps.

4. Form under the welfare divi-
sion of the army an inter-racial
committee, the object being to spon-
sor joint educational, cultural and
athletic activities among Negro
and white soldiers.
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5. Begin to pursue a policy where
Negro regiments are officered by
Negro personnel.

6. Call up the full enlistment of
Negro soldiers.

7. Increase the number of Negro
military police (M.P.’s).

8. Equal allotment of funds for
equal recreational facilities for Ne-
gro soldiers.

9. End Jim-Crowism in the army.

The Negro people have made tre-
mendous gains during the last ten
years. They have made achieve-
ments in political organization and
in the economic field. Jobs and em-
ployment have been won on a mass
scale through the trade union
movement. Great writers and ar-
tists have come forward to take
commanding places in the progres-
sive movement and in the cultural
life of the nation. These gains and
achievements have been based on
an alliance with the white working
class and through the organizations
of the Negro people. The trade
union movement has made great,
historic strides forward in fighting
for the rights of Negro workers.
Barriers have been broken down
because the trade unions have made
advances in the organization of the
major basic industries where they
were required to seek a solution to
the problems of Negro labor. Today
is not like decades ago, when Jim-
Crowism was to be found at the
core of the organized labor move-
ment, when trade unions thought
that their major task was to keep
Negroes out of jobs. Today great
trade unions in the automobile,
transportation, steel, packing and
maritime industries have opened the
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doors of these industries to Negro
workers. Great developments are
taking place between Negro and
white labor in the South. The labor
movement occupies a decisive place
in forging the National Front
against Hitler and Hitlerism and
the Negro proletariat, which is al-
ready demonstrating its leadership
of the Negro people as a whole, will
not be found wanting here too. The
organized labor movement must
continue its bold steps in behalf of
Negro workers, involving the whole
Negro people in the National Front.

A few words about the Commu-
nist Party. Our greatest task at
present is to help the Negro people
meet the new conditions in the
struggle for their rights and to
speedily take their place in the na-
tional front for the defeat of Hitler.
A key phase of this task is to activ-
ize the Negro in the struggle to
free Earl Browder. Earl Browder,
free, will make a vital contribution
to the task of helping the Negro
people play their proper role in
these critical days. Browder’s activ-
ities in behalf of the Negro people
have shown what kind of man
Browder is. His fight for the release
of the Scottsboro boys and Angelo
Herndon are bright pages in the
history of the people’s struggle
against Jim-Crowism. Under Brow-
der’s leadership, the Communist
Party raised the struggles of the
Negro people high in the conscious-
ness of the entire labor and pro-
gressive movement. The Negro
people, who know the menace of
Hitlerism, can deeply appreciate
how necessary it is to free Browder.
Browder’s case is not one of a pure
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technical infraction of a passport
law. All fair-minded Americans
know that this was not the real
reason for his imprisonment and
unprecedented heavy sentence
which took place before the sharp
turn in world events. Today, when
the threat of Nazism is so real to
the country, the matter of ordinary
justice in the release of Browder
becomes a profound necessity for
the American people.

Browder is America’s greatest
fighter for Negro rights and his
leadership of this fight has re-en-
acted the great traditions of John
Brown and Lincoln. Every logic of
America’s security and indepen-
dence against Hitler requires the
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freedom of Earl Browder. The Ne-
gro people will take their place be-
side the working class and all loyal
Americans in working for Browder’s
freedom, so that he can resume his
great contributions in the all-out
struggle to crush Hitler and Hit-
lerism.

The Negro people will not move
behind events. The Negro people
have taken a serious position on all
crises of America. If it has been true
in the past surely it will be true
now. They will go forward in the
struggle of the nation—as one peo-
ple, with one issue and one task—
the military annihilation of Hitler
and Hitlerism.



WOMEN IN THE NATIONAL FRONT
AGAINST HITLER

BY ELLA REEVE BLOOR AND ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN

E women of America face to-
day the greatest danger with
which they have ever been con-
fronted—the menace of Hitlerism,
which seeks ruthless world domina-
tion through murder and massacre,
ruin and destruction of all that
mankind treasures.

The scourge of Hitlerism has car-
ried endless suffering and oppres-
sion to the peoples of Europe, and
has trampled underfoot the culture
and liberties of freedom-loving na-
tions. The bitterest enemy of all
mankind, fascism, is indeed in a
special way woman’s greatest en-
emy. It has deprived children of
their childhood, youth of their fu-
ture, women of their families. It
not only kills and mutilates hus-
bands, sons, brothers at the front,
but outrages the dignity and honor
of mothers, wives, girls. It prom-
ises only deepest degradation to all
women, whom fascism regards not
as human beings but as cattle.

This dread menace is not con-
fined to Europe. With the monstrous
attack upon the Soviet Union, re-
vealing Hitler’s goal of world con-
quest and world enslavement, the
security, freedom and independence
of our own nation have been placed
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in gravest jeopardy. For the women
of America particularly, the most
advanced of any capitalist country,
Hitlerism threatens the annihilation
not only of their homes, their famil-
ies, their loved ones, and the demo-
cratic liberties of the people as a
whole, but especially of all the
rights and liberties they have won
after many decades of struggle
against economic, political and so-
cial repression.

“This Is No Time for Tears”

The heroic women of the Soviet
Union, through their anti-fascist
meeting held in Moscow on Sept. 7,
have issued an appeal to women the
world over to unite in struggle
against the common danger that
faces all humanity—fascism.

“Dear sisters, women throughout
the world!” rings out their call.
“Our liberty, the fate of our beloved
children, of our brothers, husbands
and loved ones, lies in our own
hands. This is no time for tears. A
bitter and relentless fight against
fascism until the complete victory
is achieved over Hitler’s hordes can
alone save our nations and our fam-
ilies from slavery and shame. . .
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“Women of America and of all
freedom-loving countries! Do all in
your power to assist the just war of
the Soviet Union and Britain, who
are fighting not only for their own
liberty but for the liberty and in-
dependence of your countries too.

“Help to increase war production
and supplies to the armies fighting
Hitlerism. Expose the Hitlerite
agents who are disrupting the
united front of the freedom-loving
nations fighting against fascism.
Send medicaments, warm clothes
and gifts to the splendid fighters
who are stamping out the fascist
hordes.

“Women of the world! Build the
united front of struggle against
bloodthirsty Hitlerism! In our union
lies our strength and the pledge of
our victory!”

It is the great task and responsi-
bility of American women to answer
this appeal, in the full realization
that the future of the world is being
fought out on the battlefields of the
Soviet Union, and that the national
security and independence of our
own nation are at stake. The broad
masses of American women must
be mobilized for an all-out battle
against Hitlerism, for every meas-
ure necessary to assure the military
defeat of Hitler, as the only way
to defend their nation, to prevent
their enslavement, to safeguard
their present status and assure the
possibilities of further advance.
American women must be rallied
to a program of national unity in
support of a policy of full aid to
the Soviet Union and Great Britain
and all peoples resisting Hitlerism,
which alone can guarantee victory
over barbarous Nazism.
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Nazism Means Slavery for Women

That it is possible to forge the
anti-fascist unity of the American
women of various creeds and races,
and among all strata of the popu-
lation, has already been indicated
by the action of outstanding Amer-
jcan women who sent messages of
greeting to the Soviet women’s anti-
fascist meeting. These women are
recognized leaders in various fields
of effort—pioneers in the women’s
suffrage movement, social workers,
college professors, Negro leaders,
writers, musicians, leaders in trade
unions and women’s trade union
auxiliaries, and others. In their in-
dividual tributes to the magnificent
resistance of the Red Army and
the valor of the Soviet women, in
their understanding of the common
danger which menaces the women
of all democratic nations, they ex-
pressed the thoughts, the spirit, the
determination of hundreds of thou-
sands and millions of American
women in homes, factories, offices,
professions and on farms.

The progressive and democratic
women of our country realize full
well that all the rights won by
women through long years of battle
are threatened by fascism and Na-
zism; that a victory for Hitler would
set them back centuries in the fight
for equality, would completely sub-
merge them. For the Nazi doctrine
is a doctrine of the enslavement of
women, already proven by the bit-
ter experiences of the women of
Germany in the years since Hitler
came to power, and now emphasized
acutely in the degradation suffered
by the women in the territories
conquered by Hitler.
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Nazism has proclaimed that wom-
en’s place is only with “Kinder,
Kueche, Kirche”’—children, kitchen,
church. That doctrine has served,
for Nazism, only to belittle women,
to place them in an inferior posi-
tion, to deprive them of all oppor-
tunities for participation on any
basis of equality in the political,
social and economic life of nations.

Under Nazism, there is neither
dignity nor honor in motherhood:
women are looked upon as breed-
ing animals to produce soldiers for
the “greater Reich.” Women in Ger-
many have been removed from po-
sitions of responsibility. Their
status in the home is regarded as
that of servants. While Nazi ag-
gressions have forced more and
more women into industry, there is
no dignity in women’s labor, no
possibility of the free exercise of
her abilities and talents. For wom-
en are relegated to the lowest
paid jobs, have been used as a
source of cheap labor power, are
sent into forced labor as domestics
and on farms, have no opportunity
for advancement.

The Nazi theory of Kinder, Kue-
che and Xirche is a reactionary
theory of women’s eternal inferior-
ity and complete subordination to
authority. To struggle for women’s
independence and equality means
only treason in the language of
fascism.

Thus, to the millions of women
in Germany, Nazism has brought
cnly fear and horror, broken homes,
death to their loved ones on the
battlefield, orphaned children, a
bleak and hopeless future. The
women in the conquered nations of
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Europe over which the dreaded
swastika flies—those who have been
sent into forced labor in Germany
for the benefit of the landholders
and the wealthy; those who have
been forced into brothels for the
German murdering hordes; those
whose homes have been broken be-
yond repair—have already expe-
rienced in pain and sorrow the real
meaning of Nazi “culture.”

The masses of women of America
will not accept the Nazi doctrine;
for the great majority of them are
anti-fascist, are unalterably opposed
to Hitlerism. All their historic tra-
ditions and their struggles for eco-
nomic, political and social equality,
as well as their present efforts to
broaden and deepen their participa-
tion in the economic and political
life of our country, are diametri-
cally opposed to hated Nazism and
all it stands for.

The women of America, from
early colonial days onward, through
the years of the Revolutionary War,
the Abolitionist movement and the
Civil War, have played their part
in struggles for freedom and justice.
Their long battle for women suf-
frage; their struggles for economic
and trade union rights; their active
participation in movements for ex-
tension of democratic liberties, for
advancement of education, have all
created a powerful women’s move-
ment expressed in various forms,
and have resulted in rich achieve-
ments.

American women will not readily
yield their present position. Organ-
ized women in the trade unions and
women’s auxiliaries of the A. F. of
L. and the C.I.0O., in the Parents-
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Teachers Association, in church
groups, in the numerous community
clubs of working, professional and
farm women, Negro and white, as
well as the vast millions of women
as yet unorganized, can be rallied
to defend to the utmost the gains
they have won, the democratic way
of life they have been able to at-
tain. It is precisely because of their
special stake in smashing barbar-
ous Hitlerism that American women
have a vital place to fill in the
national anti-fascist front, a vital
role to play in the destruction of
Nazism.

The democratic anti-fascist spirit
which dominates American women
has been seen in action in recent
years and cannot be denied. There
is the great sympathy manifested
throughout the land for the hero-
ism and struggle of the women of
China against the monstrous ag-
gression of Japan, reaching its
highest expression in the boycott
movement against Japanese goods,
which at one time made consider-
able headway. There is the tremen-
dous support given by the women
of America to the struggle of Re-
publican Spain against fascism
within and fascist aggression from
without, expressed actively in the
resolutions adopted by leading
women’s organizations, in their par-
ticipation in campaigns for medical
aid. There is the tribute paid in
many ways to the fortitude and
heroism of the women of Britain.

Now, with the monstrous attack
of Hitler’s hordes upon the Soviet
Union, a new impetus has been
given to the advanced and progres-
sive women of America in their
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fight against the world danger of
a Hitler victory. Regardless of what
these women may think of the So-
viet system as a whole, they have
generally recognized that women in
the Soviet Union have made great
strides forward. For in the Soviet
Union, women have been equal par-
ticipants with men in the building
of their country; women have
achieved the highest forms of eco-
nomiec, political and social equality
of any nation in the world — an
equality definitely established in
the very constitution of the U.S.S.R.
itself. In the Soviet Union, women
occupy highest positions of leader-
ship in industry, in trade unions, in
all government bodies. In the So-
viet Union, greatest advances have
been made in those very fields
which absorb the interests of large
masses of women in our own coun-
try — the fields of maternity and
child care, education, health and
recreation. The advanced achieve-
ments of the Soviet women are in-
deed in the line of aspiration of
forward-looking American women
throughout our land, and have set
an example in many spheres of ac-
tivity for American women to
follow.

Hitler’s attack upon the Soviet
Union menaces therefore not only
the achievements of Soviet women,
but everything American women
have achieved and aspire to as well.
If the heroic defense of the Soviet
people is broken through, the en-
slavement of all peoples will follow
with special degradation for the
women. We have, indeed, a “war to
win.” Nazi doctrines are not kept
within the confines of Germany.
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They are imposed by force of arms
upon all conquered peoples. Thus,
for the women of America, all-out
aid to the Soviet Union in its life
and death struggle with fascism and
Nazism is in the deepest sense all-
out aid for the defense of them-
selves, America and its institutions,
its democratic achievements and
practices.

The pro-Hitler appeasement
forces in our country seek to appeal
to women on the intensely emotion-
al grounds of their love for hus-
bands, sons, brothers, and thus to
demoralize them. They obscure the
real issues and conceal the real
dangers. American mothers, they
declaim, do not want their sons to
die on foreign battlefields. Yes, it
is true indeed that American
mothers want their sons alive, not
dead. But the choice is no longer
with them. Hitler’s goal of world
domination has made it clear that
the safety of our homes, our loved
ones, can be assured only with his
complete military destruction. Now
indeed is the time to strike the
blows that can defeat him, and thus
prevent the inevitable destruction
on a far vaster scale that faces
America should this monster be
victorious.

We have to convince, and can
convince, the American women that
it would be too late to wait until
the fascist beast strikes directly at
our shores. Once this is done, the
courage and heroism which Amer-
ican women displayed in the War
of Independence, in the pioneer trek
to the West, the militancy with
which they have fought for their
rights in the past, can and will ex-
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press itself today, in the greatest
crisis our country and the world
have ever known. American women,
no less than the women of China,
of Britain, of the Soviet Union, can
and will demonstrate their devo-
tion to the cause of liberty and in-
dependence.

Tasks Before American Women

While the broad masses of our
nation’s women are strongly anti-
fascist, it must be recognized none-
theless that they do not as yet draw
all the necessary conclusions from
their position, as to the means by
which alone Hitler can be defeated.
They do not yet clearly see the part
our country must play in the mili-
tary defeat of Hitler. They have not
yet asserted themselves boldly, nor
have they been sufficiently articu-
late. Efforts at united action have
moved very slowly. They are not
altogether clear on their special role
in national defense.

It must be clearly understood that
the program of national defense de-
mands the broadest and most active
participation of all women. The to-
tal war which Hitler has forced
upon mankind demands a total de-
fense. The front line in this war
extends back into all cities, all in-
dustries, all farms, all homes. The
fight against Hitler and Hitlerism is
a people’s struggle, and the whole
people must be involved.

The great tasks facing the women
of America today, to enable them to
fulfill their special role in the na-
tional crisis, are:

1. To develop a broad campaign
of enlightenment among women, or-
ganized and unorganized, in shops
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and unions, in city homes and on
farms, that will clarify the funda-
mental issues, expose the pro-Hitler
appeasers, convince the nation’s
women that Hitlerism can be kept
from our land and peace finally
obtained only through the military
defeat of Hitler.

2. To translate their anti-fascist
sentiment into action; to organize
and build a mass movement among
them that has the definite objective
of impelling the Administration and
the nation as a whole to adopt all
measures necessary to give the most
effective aid to the Soviet Union
and Great Britain that will assure
the military destruction of Hitler
and Hitlerism.

3. To unify the efforts of the or-
ganized women through a common
program and common goals, thereby
drawing into ever greater activity
also the great numbers of unorgan-
ized 'women.

4. To enlarge and make more ef-
fective women’s role in defense
production.

5. To draw millions of women
into greater participation in all
phases of national defense activity
affecting the home and community.

6. To arouse women to their re-
sponsibility in strengthening the
morale of the armed forces.

7. To establish the leading role
of the organized working women—
as part of the labor movement—in
the trade unions and in women’s
trade union auxiliaries.

In a program of education and
enlightenment, discussions should
be organized and encouraged wher-
ever women gather; appropriate
literature should be distributed and
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sold far and wide among them. The
voice of the American women
should be heard loud and clear, in
resolutions and letters sent to the
President, to their Congressmen,
their Senators; in letters sent to lo-
cal newspapers, and women’s maga-
zines, supporting a fight to the
finish against Hitler, demanding
the maximum aid to the people of
Great Britain and especially the
Soviet Union, which today bears the
brunt of the war. Let petitions be
circulated in communities and or-
ganizations; let representative com-
mittees of women visit prominent
public officials in their locality and
state, to express the anti-fascist
determination of the American
women. Demonstrative actions
should be organized in every pos-
sible locality through mass meet-
ings or other forms where anti-
fascist women can unite to make
known their demands.

Aid to the Soviet Union and Great
Britain provides many opportuni-
ties for concrete participation by
women. Organized women especial-
ly can send greetings to the valiant
women of the Soviet Union and
Great Britain. Funds can be raised
for medical supplies; tens of thou-
sands of knitting circles can be or-
ganized in homes, communities and
women’s organizations, to make
sweaters and mufflers for the Red
Army now preparing for the rigors
and terrible hardships of a winter
campaign. Packages of necessities
can be sent to Soviet soldiers, to So-
viet women and children, who will-
ingly make all sacrifices for the
needs of their front-line fighters.
A mass participation by women in
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concrete campaigns to aid the So-
viet Union and Great Britain will
demonstrate in a most effective way
that American women are prepared
to battle together with the Soviet
and British peoples to smash the
deadly menace of Hitlerism.

Women in the Battle for Production

One of the most decisive fronts
in national defense is that of de-
fense production. Today we know
that the production of arms, air-
planes, tanks, rubber and other
needs for national defense, for all-
out aid to the Soviet Union and
Great Britain, will be a decisive
factor in the outcome of the war
against Hitler. Production for de-
fense must be tremendously speed-
ed up, and extended to meet all
needs; this is decisive.

With hundreds of thousands of
men drawn into the armed forces,
great numbers of women will have
to be called upon to work in de-
fense industries.

The labor of women in basic in-
dustries is not new. Already in
1930, according to the census fig-
ures of that year, of the nearly
2,000,000 women who worked in
factories (out of a total of 11,000,-
000 women gainfully employed),
hundreds of thousands were em-
ployed in industries and trades nec-
essary for war production. There
were 180,000 employed in metal, in-
cluding iron and steel; 50,000 in the
auto industry; 35,000 in rubber;
82,000 in the making of electrical
supplies; 86,000 in chemical indus-
tries. Rayon plants, which can be
converted overnight to manufacture
explosives, employed 50 to 60 per
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cent women in their working
force. We must also consider the
ciothing and food industries, which
employ a large percentage of women
and which are of vital importance
in war production.

Today women’s work contributes
largely to the labor force in many
plants producing ammunition, ex-
plosives, firearms, instruments and
small parts for aircraft and other
ordnance and defense products.

According to The Woman Worker,
a bulletin issued every two months
by the Women’s Bureau of the U.S.
Department of Labor, which in its
September, 1941, issue compiled
data from a number of outstanding
plants, a

“roughly estimated 12,000 women
are or shortly will be doing shell-
loading operations in Indiana, Iowa,
Illinois and Ohio in the Middle
West, as well as in Utah and in
Tennessee. A similar number of
women are performing or soon will
perform processes on small-arms
ammunition in Colorado, Connecti-
cut, Missouri and Pennsylvania.
Loading bags with powder or sew-
ing such bags is a job for 5,000 to
6,000 women in Indiana, Alabama
and Virginia. Many women are at
work on explosives in New Jersey,
on airplane parts in Connecticut
and New Jersey, on assembling ra-
dios for airplanes or other small
assembly, and on aircraft instru-
ments in New York, New Jersey
and Ohio.”

In Des Moines, Iowa, in Texas,
and in other states, women are to
be employed by the thousands in
new ammunition and ordnance
plants. The Federal Bureau of Em-
ployment Security has reported that
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in the first quarter of this year
women constituted well over a
tenth of the workers placed by the
public employment services in a se-
lected group of twenty-six defense
industries, with nearly a third of
these placements in jobs in iron and
steel and machinery plants. Women
constitute a large proportion of
those making ammunition for use in
small arms. According to a recent
report of the Women’s Bureau, in a
large arsenal that tends to estab-
lish standards for this industry,
women are about 40 per cent of the
workers.

While these facts indicate that
there is some increase in the em-
ployment of women in defense in-
dustry, that increase is still in no
way commensurate with the possi-
bilities or the need of a greatly ex-
panded production program. This
was made clear by a recent state-
ment of Federal Security Adminis-
trator Paul V. McNutt, in which he
declared that a study of close to
1,900 different occupations required
in twenty-one key defense indus-
tries revealed that a large majority
are jobs in which women could suc-
cessfully be employed but are not
being hired at present.

It is imperative in the interests of
national defense that the widest
participation by women in defense
production be made possible. This
necessitates that a broad and in-
tensive industrial training program
for women be undertaken with full
government aid; that full opportu-
nity be given women to train for
and work at skilled occupations,
that they shall not be considered
only as sources of unskilled labor.
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Negro women must be given full
opportunity to participate in such
industrial training, and job discrim-
ination against them must be com-
bated.

Labor must be on guard to see
that employment of women in de-
fense industries shall not be util-
ized by greedy monopolists to de-
press wage standards and thereby
create antagonisms between men
and women defense workers. Sidney
Hillman, Associate OPM Director,
has already recognized the dangers
involved in such action. In a letter
to 200 airplane companies and other
defense contractors in California,
Kansas and Connecticut, he made it
clear that “it is necessary that the
hours of work, rates of pay, and
conditions of work conform with es-
tablished standards for the indus-
try, in order that there may be no
disturbance due to a lowering of
these standards.”

Here the trade unions have a
highly important role, to organize
the unorganized women and protect
their interests. This is in the first
place the task of unions of the
C.1.O., which prevail in the basic
and mass production industries, and
which have already made consider-
able headway in organizing the un-
organized industrial women and in-
creasing their basic wage rates.

A correct approach toward the
employment of women in defense
industries, their training, the pro-
tection of their interests — which
coincide with the interests of labor
as a whole—can be a concrete and
practical demonstration of struggle
against Nazi doctrines and policies
in all their forms, and will stimu-
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late women to fight harder for pro-
tection of their rights and liberties
through uncompromising struggle
for the defeat of Hitler and Hitler-
ism. It will help to bring women
workers into the active stream of
the organized labor movement,
upon which rests the prime respon-
sibility of leading the national anti-
fascist front.

Women in Civilian Defense

The national defense effort in-
volves not only women engaged in
production, but must to an ever
increasing extent unite them with
the many millions of women who,
as housewives, have also great ob-
ligations and duties to perform.

The organization of Civilian De-
fense makes possible the broadest
participation of all women, of all
strata, all creeds, all nationalities,
all races, in a united movement
that will mobilize the home front
for complete participation in the
struggle for the defense of the na-
tion through all measures of a
military, economiec, political and
social nature which can contribute
to bring about the destruction of
Nazism.

The establishment of the National
Office of Civilian Defense, with its
regional divisions, and the organiza-
tion of local defense councils, have
created the need and possibility for
active service on the part of great
masses of women throughout the
country. Thousands of women are
already participating in the work
of these councils, serving as civil-
ian volunteers for aircraft observa-
tion duties, enrolling in air raid
precaution courses and in other
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capacities; many thousands more
can be drawn into these forms of
activity.

An urgent need for trained and
volunteer nurses has been sounded
by both Mayor La Guardia, as Di-
rector of the Office of Civilian De-
fense, and Surgeon-General Thomas
Parran. Mayor La Guardia has sub-
mitted a program to train 100,000
volunteer Nurses’ Aides within the
next year in collaboration with the
Red Cross and the nation’s hospi-
tals, to which all women between
the ages of 18 and 50 who have
had a high school education will be
eligible. Surgeon-General Parran
has asked 50,000 young women to
begin training this fall for profes-
sional nursing careers in order to
“avert serious damage to the na-
tion’s health during the present
emergency.”

Civilian defense, however, in-
volves more than preparations and
training for the contingencies of
air raids, and for nursing care.
Certainly the greatest national asset
that a nation has is its people, and
the basis of any defense program is
the protection of the people. To
rally the entire nation for full dem-
ocratic participation in and utmost
support of the program of national
defense demands that this program
concern itself with the well-being
of the entire population. It demands
the utmost in the protection of the
living standards of the people; that
adequate food, clothing and hous-
ing shall be available to all the
people; that educational facilities
and opportunities shall not be cur-
tailed, but on the contrary even
expanded. It requires a determined
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struggle against rising living costs,
against profiteering. It calls for at-
tention to the needs in recreation
and education particularly of the
children and youth of the nation. A
policy of total defense requires in-
deed that the needs of civilian con-
sumers shall be considered and
cared for as the defense program
develops in states and localities.

In the Handbook for Consumer
Representatives of State and Local
Defense Councils, issued in June,
1941, by the Consumer Division of
the Office of Price Administrator
and Civilian Supply, and the Office
of Civilian Defense, the opening
paragraph of the foreword states:

“Total defense requires the pro-
tection of living standards against
excessive increases in living costs
and the strengthening of living
standards wherever these are dan-
gerously low. Equally essential to
democratic defense is the participa-
tion by people whose living is in-
volved in programs for their own
protection and for strengthening
the living standards of their com-
munities.”

Further, the foreword continues:

“The basic principle which should
guide measures for consumer pro-
tection is effective use of available
community resources and participa-
tion by all groups of consumers in
the community, whatever their
economic level, part of town, race,
nationality or affiliation.”

This approach to national de-
fense should guide consumer de-
fense activities in which literally
millions of women can be involved.
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The High Cost of Living

The struggle against the high cost
of living is one of the major issues
with which women should concern
themselves. It is necessary to en-
courage wise shopping, knowledge
of nutrition, and so on. Undoubted-
ly these and similar factors can
influence the living standards of the
family. The main problem, however,
is still to provide an abundance of
food, to prevent monopolies from
gouging the people through exces-
sive profits, to guarantee employ-
ment and wage standards that can
assure the purchase of needed food,
clothing and other necessities, that
can make possible decent housing.
No amount of knowledge of the im-
portance and use of milk for grow-
ing children and even for adults
will enable the mother and wife to
provide the necessary milk for her
family if the milk trust is allowed
to continue to blitzkrieg the public
in prices, and the family income
does not permit the purchase of the
amounts necessary. And so with
bread, with meat, with wool and
cotton and other requirements for
decent living.

Women in the shops and trade
unions, women in the homes,
through local defense councils and
through their own organizations,
must unite for action against in-
creased living costs. They should
demand of their Congressmen pas-
sage of the Administration Price-
Control Bill, which though inade-
quate is a necessary measure at
this time. They should demand of
their city and state governments
speedy action against the milk
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trusts, for lowered milk prices;
against the bread trust, for lowered
bread prices. They should work for
the establishment of a lunch pro-
gram for children in public and
high schools. They should not only
protest rent increases, but organize
to bring pressure to prevent land-
lords and banks from utilizing the
national emergency for rent profit-
eering. They should strive for in-
creased relief for those still unem-
ployed and on relief rolls. They
should give all possible support to
the program for increased produc-
tion outlined by Secretary of Agri-
culture Wickard, at the same time
that they insist the farmer shall re-
ceive adequate payment for his
products.

The main fire must be directed
against those monopolies which op-
erate against the mnational interest
and sabotage mnational defense
through systematic profiteering and
arbitrary curtailment of production.

Such activities and demands for
the protection of the living stand-
ards and health of the people are
not in any way intended to obstruct
the national defense program, but
on the contrary to strengthen this
program. It is true that pro-Nazi
appeasers demagogically attempt to
utilize these issues to sabotage and
fight against national defense ef-
forts. But these same treasonable
elements, who trickily try to divert
the attention of the women from
the main issues to some minor trifle
such as meat-grading, are among
the first to resist any serious efforts
to curb monopoly profits.

To those who want to defend our
country from the menace of fas-
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cism through the complete destruc-
tion of Hitler and Hitlerism; to
those who want to develop the wid-
est and most active support for the
Administration’s foreign policy, na-
tional defense means an integration
of all measures for the military de-
fense of our nation, which rests
upon full aid to the Soviet Union
and Great Britain, and protection
of the interests, the health and well-
being, the wage standards and civil
rights, of the great mass of men,
women and children who constitute
our nation. This will assure the
most energetic, devoted and loyal
participation of the whole people
in the defense of our country.

In this protection of the needs of
the civilian population rests to a
great extent the preservation of
civilian morale, and the raising of
the morale of the armed forces.

One of the most important spheres
of activity of the women in every
city, every community, is to
strengthen the morale of the men
in the army. The question of the
morale of the men now being
trained for national defense is not
only a matter of providing them
with recreation, with letters and
presents from home, though these
are extremely important. Since the
army is made up of the people, is
supported by the people, it can es-
sentially derive its morale from the
people. A united, strongly organ-
ized woman’s movement as part of
a national front for an all-out of-
fensive against Hitler, willing to
give all, up to military effort, for
the defense of the nation, can make
a tremendous contribution to the
morale of the army.
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“This is no time for tears,” de-
clares the appeal of the women of
the Soviet Union. It is essential
that women cooperate in every way
possible with the United Service
Organizations. It is essential also
that they understand so completely
the issues at stake in the great crisis
in which our country finds itself,
that they act with courage and in-
itiative, without fear or sorrow, to
strengthen the readiness and deter-
mination of their sons, brothers,
husbands, sweethearts in the armed
forces to do all they may be called
upon for the defense of America
from the menace of Nazism. The
women of Great Britain and the
Soviet Union, the women of China
as well, have shown us the way.

Working Women in the Forefront

Here we have given a program
around which women can be ral-
lied for united action in a national
anti-fascist front.

It is to the organized women that

* we must look for initiative and ac-

tion which can weld such unity.
We must look to the hundreds of
thousands of women in the trade
unions, in the first place, who as
part of the labor movement have
the most at stake in the threat of
fascism. It is they who are called
upon, together with all other work-
ers, to protect the wage standards
and rights of labor as part of a pro-
gram of National Defense; to join in
the democratic participation of la-
bor to win the battle of defense
production. It is they who must give
basic leadership to all other sec-
tions of the women of our country
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on issues of foreign and domestic
policy. For this they must become
more articulate, must speak out
more militantly, more freely and
decisively. Their voice must be
made to count in the councils of
women. They should be included
in all state, local and community
defense councils.

We must look to the women in
the trade union auxiliaries, both of
the A. F. of L. and the C.I.O., now
numbering many tens of thousands,
who constitute also a basic section
of the working class movement,
whose understanding of fundamen-
tal policies and issues is developed
through their activities as an aux-
iliary force to the trade union move-
ment. The trade union auxiliaries
which have been built in every ma-
jor industrial city can become
powerful instruments for drawing
working class housewives into the
stream of struggle for national de-
fense, for aid to the Soviet Union
and Great Britain.

In New York State, women’s clubs
and organizations, through the
Women’s Division of the New York
State Defense Council, including
trade unions, auxiliaries, profes-
sional and social clubs, fraternal
organizations, the Young Women’s
Christian Association, the National
Council of Jewish Women, the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women, and
others, are already organizing train-
ing classes in defense, health and
nutrition, study groups on the
meaning of democracy, and are ar-
ranging for cooperation with the
U.S.0. to help build morale in the
country’s armed forces.

In every state, in every city,
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women’s organizations can be in-
volved in all phases of national
defense activity, to participate in
various movements for anti-fascist
struggle and the defense of the
freedom of America, to share in
building a national front to defend
America from the threat of Hitler
fascism. Through these organiza-
tions and such activity, the masses
of unorganized women in every lo-
cality can be involved in various
efforts, and the advantages of or-
ganization impressed upon them.
This will add greatly to the strength
of the women’s movement in Amer-
ica, the very existence of which af-
fords the possibilities of decisive
struggle against Hitlerism and all it
stands for.

Finally, in this grave historic mo-
ment, when the future of mankind
itself is at stake, Communist wom-
en have special duties and respon-
sibilities. The Communist Party is
justly proud of the role of the many
thousands of women in its ranks.
They have been at all times among
the most active forces in our move-
ment; their unswerving loyalty and
devotion have inspired the entire
Party; they have in the recent pe-
riod especially taken positions of
leadership in all Party organizations
and committees. Today they are
called upon for still greater effort,
for unstinted tireless service in the
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cause of welding the unity of the
women of America within the na-
tional anti-fascist, anti-Hitler front.

Let nothing deter the Communist
women from this task. Let them
participate actively in all national
defense efforts. Let them seek bold-
ly and unhesitatingly to break down
whatever barriers separate them
from other sections of the women’s
movement, in face of the common
danger facing all women, the entire
nation. All sectarian tendencies and
approaches must be combated. Ex-
isting differences among women and
their organizations must be subor-
dinated to the fundamental task of
arousing the women of America to
the menace of barbaric Hitlerism,
of organizing them for the broadest
participation in national defense, in
a mighty nation-wide effort to unite
the great anti-fascist masses behind
a program of such aid to the Soviet
Union and Great Britain as will
assure the destruction of Hitler and
hence the security and indepen-
dence of our nation.

Let the women of America make
common cause with the wvaliant
women of the Soviet Union and
Great Britain, with the wuncon-
quered women of the nations sub-
jugated by Hitler.

There is no time to lose. We must
get to work. This is our war; we
must help bring it to victory.



FARM PRODUCTION FOR DEFENSE

BY JAMES S. ALLEN

VITAL sector of national defense
is agriculture. Like munitions
and armaments, food is a weapon
against Hitlerism. In the mobiliza-
tion of all our resources for defense
of America farm production has a
triple role to perform. It must (a)
provide in increasing quantities the
agricultural raw materials needed
for defense industry and in the
manufacture of substitutes, such as
plastics, for prime materials of
which there are shortages; (b) pro-
vide food supplies for those peoples
engaged in resisting Axis aggres-
sion; and (c) maintain an adequate
supply for our own expanding
armed forces and for the satisfac-
tory feeding of the nation, needs
which will grow to gigantic propor-
tions as the United States plays an
increasingly active role in its own
defense against Nazi aggression.
Despite large surpluses which
have accumulated in some of our
basic crops, a thoroughgoing na-
tional mobilization would face seri-
ous bottlenecks on the agricultural
front. It has been estimated, for ex-
ample, that if we were required to
maintain an army of 4,000,000 men
present farm production, including
stored-up surpluses, would be in-
sufficient, even if the general level

of consumption remained un-
changed and there was no other
drain upon our resources. In fact,
maximum production in agriculture
has now become an imperative need
for national security and a neces-
sary guarantee that in our national
interest we shall be able to fulfil
our obligations in the world anti-
Hitler front.

Interwoven with the problem of
expanding farm production is the
pressing political urgency of win-
ning the mass of farmers for the
National Front. In reality, we have
here two aspects of the same prob-
lem, which can be solved only if
the drive for production in agricul-
ture proceeds as a part of the gen-
eral political mobilization of the
farmers against Hitlerism both at
home and abroad. This is all the
more urgent because the enemies of
national unity, the appeasement and
pro-Hitler groups, have been espe-
cially active among the farmers in
their effort to prevent united and
enthusiastic support for the Admin-
istration’s foreign policy.

The Hoovers, Lindberghs, Mec-
Cormicks, Coughlins and Cudahys
seek to play upon the isolationist
confusion among the farmers, and
to make political capital out of the
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injustices resulting from the reduc-
tion programs of the A.A.A. To cite
but one instance: In the form of the
so-called wheat rebellion, directed
against the high penalty for over-
quota wheat, the Coughlinites and
appeasers are seeking to organize
the farmers of the mid-West against
government ‘“interference” in agri-
culture and what they term the
Administration’s effort to “Sovietize
America.” Such activities of the pro-
Hitler elements and Benedict Ar-
nolds sound a danger signal for the
whole country. It has become a na-
tional problem of the first order to
expose this fascist demagogy, isolate
and curb the Hitlerite column which
is led by such people as Cudahy
and McCormick. who have always
been the worst enemies of the farm-
ers, and rally the farmers to the
fullest participation in national de-
fense.

Still another series of problems
arises from the general impoverish-
ment of the farmers, which has been
caused by the process of capitalist
development. There is no solution
of the basic problems short of so-
cialism; but it is inescapable that
the process of expropriation of what
may be loosely termed the family-
sized farms and the simultaneous
process of concentration in agricul-
ture were furthered by the program
of scarcity, by planned crop reduc-
tion under the A.A.A. If today, in
response to the urgent demands of
national defense, the program of
scarcity should give way to a pro-
gram of maximum production some
of the more immediate and pressing
problems of the mass of farmers
can be met. This is so because it
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would be necessary, in order to get
maximum production, to involve
that 50 per cent of the farmers
who do not now participate in com-
mercial production, and to increase
the capacity of all productive farms.

The basis, therefore, for winning
the farmers for the central, unifying
task of the nation is the develop-
ment of a national program for all-
out farm production. This entails a
complete redirection of the national
farm policy from scarcity to abun-
dant production. Of special signifi-
cance, then, as an important step
in this direction, is President Roose-
velt’s recent letter to Secretary of
Agriculture Wickard. This letter is
an effort to establish a broad basis
upon which a new program for ag-
riculture can be developed in ac-
cordance with the needs of the pres-
ent emergency. We quote its essen-
tial passages:

“In this time of crisis, food is a
weapon against Hitlerism just as
much as munitions and food will
continue to be a weapon in all ef-
forts toward insuring a more or-

derly, prosperous and peaceful
world.
“, . . When democracy is in dan-

ger, our farmers always have rallied
to its defense and they always will.
All they ask in return for their in-
creased production is fair prices and
assurances of protection after the
emergency has passed. I think
farmers should have these assur-
ances insofar as we are able to give
them.

“. .. We need not only abundant
production for ourselves and for
other nations resisting aggression,
but we need reserves to meet
emergencies that can as yet be only
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dimly foreseen. The monstrous
forces that Nazism has loosed upon
the world are ravaging many lands.
The first task is to beat down these
forces and then to repair the dam-
age they have done to the best of
our ability. In this process of re-
building, and rehabilitation, food
will be essential. . . .

“The time has come to reward
abundance. . . .”

This letter is significant particu-
larly with respect to the more im-
mediate and timely aspects of the
problem emphasized by Roosevelt.
There can be complete agreement
on the proposition that food should
be considered as “a weapon against
Hitler.” The overwhelming mass of
farmers and all who have consist-
ently opposed the plow-under and
pro-monopoly features of the A.A.A.
will enthusiastically welcome the
call for “increased” and “abundant
production.” The President’s at-
tempt to redirect Administration
policy from scarcity to abundance,
from a program of restriction to a
program of maximum production,
“for ourselves and for all other na-
tions resisting aggression” can be
fully supported. The family-sized
farmers especially want to increase
production, are anxious to partici-
pate in the national anti-Hitler ef-
fort, even at sacrifices to them-
selves, but at the same time want
to be assured that their land and
means of livelihood be secure.
There can be only complete agree-
ment with the policy inherent in
the phrase “the time has come to
award abundance.”

It is true that the Roosevelt let-
ter does not outline the vitally

necessary financial and legislative
steps which are needed in order to
establish a working program for in-
creased production. But it does pre-
sent a broad basis for a national
program of abundant agricultural
production through which the farm-
ers can be rallied for the anti-
Hitler national front. The farmers,
and labor, can not only support this
reorientation of farm policy, but
they need to direct their efforts with
the utmost energy to assure the new
policy becoming that national pro-
gram which in practice operates in
accordance with the interests of the
national front. The policy indicated
by Roosevelt needs to be imple-
mented in such a way as to make
possible the maximum farm produc-
tion.

That the farmers, supported by
labor, should rally around and seek
to develop further the initial pro-
gram set forth in the President’s
letter becomes all the more neces-
sary in view of the fact that the
measures now being advocated by
the Department of Agriculture still
contain some of the worst features
of the A.A.A. and do not provide
sufficiently for the new needs of the
day. In connection with the four re-
gional conferences now being held
to plan production increases for
1942, Secretary Wickard announced
a crop program which still falls
far short of the requirements. It is
true that the plan for 1942 does
initiate the movement toward in-
creased production in dairy, meat,
vegetable and industrial crops, but
even here not on the scale de-
manded by the situation.

On the other hand, the 1942
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schedule provides for further reduc-
tion in the wheat crop, and proposes
no change from the restricted plant-
ings of corn, cotton, feed grains and
tobacco. This reluctance and hesi-
tancy to embark upon an all-out
program of farm production, which
stem largely from the appeasement
and pro-Hitler influences which are
generated by the processing monop-
olies and the corporation farms as-
sociated with them, will hardly
arouse the mass enthusiasm of the
farmers. Nor can they be impressed
by the proposal to further reduce
wheat acreage and retain the re-
striction in other basic crops, when
they have just been told by Presi-
dent Roosevelt that “food is a
weapon against Hitler” and that
“the time has come to award abun-
dance.”

The only way the needs of the
moment can be adequately met is
through an all-out program of ag-
ricultural production, which will
make the most effective use of
every farm, as well as the labor and
machinery of every farmer in a
planned national effort. We must
have maximum farm production to
meet the requirements of the de-
fense program on the home front—
to increase the output of agricul-
tural raw materials needed by our
defense industries and to supply
the foodstuffs necessary for our ex-
panding armed forces and the grow-
ing industrial armies in the defense
industries. Such a national effort is
demanded in order that America
may increase her direct aid to the
peoples fighting Axis aggression, by
sending much-needed food supplies
to England, the Soviet Union, China
and others as they participate in
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the anti-Hitler front. Finally, such
a national program of abundant
production is necessary to safeguard
the living standards of the whole
people, to supply as much butter as
is possible along with the guns, thus
helping to avoid the consequences
of inflation, particularly with regard
to the basic food essentials.

But a stepped-up schedule of pro-
duction must be supplemented by
measures which will make it pos-
sible for every farm and every
farmer to participate in the national
effort. This requires that substantial
Federal aid be made available for
the majority of farmers, the small
and middle farmers, to enable them
to enter into production on a larger
scale. Bounties for reducing produc-
tion are no longer necessary; the
production credit facilities of the
Federal government need to be ex-
panded, including farm appropria-
tions under Lend-Lease, Surplus
Marketing, Farm Security, Com-
modity Credit and all other opera-
tions which will stimulate farm
production. It is now more neces-
sary that such legislation as the
Farm Debt Adjustment Bill and a
more adequate Farm Tenancy Bill
be enacted as one of the means to
make it possible for the family-
sized farm to remain in produc-
tion. The nation now needs the pro-
ductive efforts of the millions of
farmers who during the past few
decades have been pressed out of
commercial production and forced
to become the “derelicts” of agri-
culture.

As one of the means to curb anti-
defense practices of the processing
monopolies and the speculators, and
to combat inflationary tendencies, it
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is of paramount importance to es-
tablish a system of price control
which will operate in the interest of
national defense and safeguard the
living standards of the people. If
the control of farm commodity
prices is to assure the farmer his
cost of production it is necessary
that other controls be simultane-
ously established. Most important
controls of this kind are: establish-
ment of rigid checks to prevent
profiteering on consumers’ goods,
which hits both workers and farm-
ers; measures to lower the high
profit margins enjoyed by the farm
implement manufacturers, the proc-
essors, food trusts and railroads
whose high freight rates bear most
heavily on the farmers; measures to
guarantee the workers adequate
wages with which they can buy
the agricultural products they need.
In connection with general price
control, the farmers should be given
the opportunity through their
elected representatives to partici-
pate, together with government,
labor, the consumers and the mer-
chants, in the fixing and periodic
review of prices for farm and other
commodities.

There can be no guarantee of a
strong National Front nor of the
stepping up of farm production un-
less the mass of farmers are demo-
cratically involved in the various
farm agencies which are concerned
with the planning and administra-
tion of the farm program. Through
their own means, such as their or-
ganizations, conventions and press,
the farmers have been discussing
the present emergency. But this is
not enough. The doors must be
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opened wide for the participation
of the farmers on the Agricultural
Defense Boards, A.A.A. agencies,
planning boards, etc. Some steps in
this direction have been taken, such
as the appointment of the heads
of the four principal national farm
organizations to serve with the
Secretary of Agriculture on the
Committee on Agricultural Produc-
tion for Defense. Another step in
this direction is the calling of the
regional farm conferences to discuss
“plans for assuring the production
of sufficient food in 1942 both for
the United States and for countries
resisting aggression.” But these be-
ginnings have to be extended to
reach down below, to involve the
farmers on a township and county
scale in the planning and adminis-
tration of the national production
effort, in stimulating their creative
thought and proposals on the pro-
ductive needs of the country. Along
these lines, it would be appropriate
to develop local conferences of the
farmers, together with local govern-
ment, the Federal farm agencies and
representatives of labor, merchants
and consumers to discuss the com-
mon problems arising from the na-
tional emergency.

It would be a dangerous illusion
to think that the mere announce-
ment of a national farm program
for abundant production by the Ad-
ministration will in itself rally the
farmers to the National Front. Con-
stant vigilance and ever growing
efforts are needed both to imple-
ment the program and to rally the
farmers to it. It should be born in
mind that in some sections of the
country, particularly in the Mid-
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West, the local directors of the
Federal farm agencies are in many
instances drawn from appeasement
circles and that it may be neces-
sary to fight the sabotage of such
elements in order to realize the
program of maximum production. It
should also be remembered that if
traditional enemies of the farmers,
such as Cudahy of the meat-packing
trust and McCormick of the Chicago
Tribune, appear among the top cir-
cles of appeasers, they have many
means of carrying their pro-Hitler
program down below among the
farmers.

A really national effort means
the participation of all farmers—
whether they be big, middle or
small—to their maximum capacity
in the job of stepping up farm pro-
duction. This entails the winning
of the major farm organizations for
the objectives of the National Front.
The problems raised by the na-
tional defense effort and the new
Federal farm program will un-
doubtedly be at the center of dis-
cussion in the state and national
farm conventions scheduled for the
immediate months ahead. It is un-
avoidable that there should be dif-
ferences among the major organiza-
tions, differences of program and
approach, which vary according to
the crop areas and the predominant
class of farmers which each repre-
sents. But these differences now
need to be subordinated to the main
thing, to the central problem of the
country—to achieve national unity
for the defense of the country and
the defeat of Hitler. The appeasers
can be counted upon to do every-
thing in their power to influence
these conventions, to undermine
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and disorientate the national pro-
gram by political demagogy, by
playing upon isolationist confusion
and the most backward prejudices,
such as anti-Semitism. The patriotic
and progressive farmers need to rise
above struggles and differences of
the recent past and subordinate all
else to the task of exposing and de-
feating the Hitlerite enemies of the
people, setting the farmers on rec-
ord through their conventions and
meetings in support of the national
defense effort and the anti-Hitler
policy of the Administration.

A consistent and ever sharper
struggle against the appeaser-Hit-
lerite elements can proceed effec-
tively only if the farming and
small-town population are made to
realize the real threat to national
safety and the dire consequences
to them of a Hitler victory in any
part of the world. Many of them
will retain their prejudices cgainst
the Soviet Union or various forms
of Anglophobia but they can be
made to understand that both Eng-
land and the Soviet Union are fight-
ing the battle for the American peo-
ple as well, that these are first-line
defenses for the Americas which the
people of this country have to main-
tain in every possible way. The
suffering of the farmers since the
first World War will be as nothing
compared with the hardships which
will fall to the farmers as the result
of the loss of markets, the depressed
standards of living and the loss of
freedoms which would result from
a Hitler victory—let alone the im-
petus to fascism at home which
such a victory would impart.

The foreign policy of the Admin-
istration and the orientation toward
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a farm program of abundant pro-
duction for national defense, which
has been provided by President
Roosevelt and is now in the process
of development, offer the basis upon
which the farmers can be mobilized
to play their proper role in the na-
tional front of the American peo-
ple. While organizing the greatest
support for this program and at the
same time seeking to implement
and develop ‘it further, the main
blows have to be struck against the
appeaser-Hitlerite forces and all
elements which seek to sabotage the
national effort for production. In
this connection it is necessary to
rise above the disagreements and
differences which derived from the
old program of scarcity and which
still appear in the form of hang-
overs from former struggles. Atti-
tudes and methods of struggle of
the recent period have to be re-ex-
amined in the light of seeking to
extend the basis of cooperation be-
tween the farmers, the Administra-
tion, labor and all forces working
for national unity and the defeat of
Hitlerism.

Labor can play a role of first im-
portance in helping to unify the
farmers and bring them into com-
mon actions with the whole people
for national unity. Certainly, labor
cannot afford to ignore the great
battle which is now going on be-
tween the pro-Hitler and the anti-
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Hitler forces to influence and win
the farmers. This is a central prob-
lem for the whole people, for pre-
cisely here is being waged the
struggle for the support of the larg-
est and most important section of
the American middle class. Here,
to a large extent, is being deter-
mined the course which America
shall pursue, whether our country
is to fall under fascist domination
by forces operating simultaneously
abroad and at home, or whether it
is to throw its full weight on the
scales against fascism.

It is therefore incumbent upon
trade unionists that they take cog-
nizance of the farmers and their
problems and seek to establish the
closest relations with them and
their organizations. It would be ap-
propriate for the state and local
organizations of labor to add their
voice of support to the program of
maximum production in agricul-
ture, as in defense industry, and at
the same time draw the farmers
together with all anti-Hitler forces
into joint action for the national
anti-Hitler front and against the
camp of appeasement. To save our
country and the world from fascist
barbarism and slavery, the Ameri-
can worker and farmer must to-
gether form the firm core and heart
of America’s National Front against
Hitler and his accomplices within.



THE NATIONAL GROUPS IN THE
NATIONAL FRONT

BY A. LANDY

I. The War and the National Groups

ITLER’S attack against the
Soviet Union has had a pro-
found effect upon tens of millions of
Americans whose countries of origin
have been conquered and enslaved
by the Nazis. Even before this at-
tack, with Hitler conquering whole
countries at a time in rapid succes-
sion, the greater part of America’s
national groups had come to hate the
Nazis as the enslavers of the peoples
from whom these groups stemmed.
Totaling as many as 40,000,000
people, these Americans of compar-
atively recent European immigra-
tion or descent constitute a tremen-
dous reservoir of support for the
Administration’s foreign policy of
aid to all peoples resisting Hitler.
Because of their twofold relation to
the war, as Americans and as na-
tional groups concerned about the
fate of their European kin, they are
more sensitive and alert to the
meaning of national enslavement at
Hitler’s hands. They can thus play
a vanguard role in helping to arouse
the whole country to a realization of
the danger facing it and the need of
full participation in the struggle to
bring about the military defeat of
Hitler.

In addition to helping the country
understand its tasks in the present
world crisis, the national groups are
a decisive factor in assuring maxi-
mum production for defense, since
they are mainly workers in the key
defense industries with a high de-
gree of trade union organization.
For all these reasons they constitute
an important source of mnational
unity, a fact which President Roose-
velt correctly emphasized when he
greeted the declaration of loyalty by
the recent convention of the Sons of
Italy as

“a challenge to those totalitarians
who profess to see in our groups of
various nationalities a threat to na-
tional unity. .. .”

The task, of course, is to draw the
necessary conclusions that follow
from this correct estimate of the na-
tional groups. And the very first
conclusion is that a force so strong
in its hatred for Hitler can make a
special contribution to the unifica-
tion of the country in a national
front of resistance to Nazi conquest,
provided it is utilized and encour-
aged and its influence is brought to
bear upon the whole nation. Second,
these groups must be helped to
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smash the pro-Nazi forces in their
own ranks. The government must
cease opening the gates to Hitler’s
secret agents and drive out those al-
ready here. It must break off diplo-
matic relations with the Axis puppet
governments and close up their le-
gations as organizing centers of
national disunity. Third, a stop
must be put to all persecution and
discrimination against the foreign-
born and national groups as undem-
ocratic practices which only play
into the hands of the appeasers and
serve reactionary anti-iabor designs.
Finally, the trade unions and na-
tional group organizations them-
selves must turn the national senti-
ments of their members into a posi-
tive force for promoting labor unity
and labor leadership in the struggle
to forge the anti-Hitler front.

From the viewpoint of the war,
the national groups may be divided
into three categories: those originat-
ing in the anti-Nazi countries, occu-
pied and unoccupied; those originat-
ing in the Axis and Axis-allied
countries; and those originating in
the neutral countries. The first cate-
gory comprises twenty-one national
groups with a population of approx-
imately 15,000,000 to 20,000,000. The
second consists of eight national
groups, including the Spanish, with
a population of about 13,000,000. The
third has two main groups, the Irish
and Swedish, with a population of
approximately 5,500,000.

There are of course no hard and
fast boundaries betwcen these three
categories, especially since the
masses in all three are unquestion-
ably democratic in sentiment. But
the distinction has the merit of em-
phasizing the specific effect each
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country naturally has on its corre-
sponding national group in the
United States. In this respect, the
first category indicates a powerful
source of anti-Nazi strength and
shows where work can be done by
the forces striving for national unity
against Hitler. The second and third
categories indicate where work
must be done in order to deprive
the appeasers and pro-Nazi traitors
of any possible source of strength.

On the other hand, it would be a
mistake to assume that the Axis and
Axis-allied countries constitute one
harmonious group. The masses of
Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Slo-
vakia, Finland and Spain are defi-
nitely anti-Nazi, and their corre-
sponding national groups in the
United States are equally hostile to
Hitler. As for the Italian and Ger-
man Americans, they naturally sym-
pathize with the people of their
countries of origin, but, in the main,
they are no partisans of Mussolini
or Hitler.

The Rumanian-Americans, for ex-
ample, were overwhelmingly pro-
British prior to Hitler’s attack
against the Soviet Union, and now
their chief desire is to secure Ru-
mania’s withdrawal from the war.
The Hungarian masses in America,
having originally fled from German
Hapsburg persecution, have no love
for the new German conqueror.
This hatred for Hitler is so great
that the agents of the Nazi puppet
government in Hungary are forced
to pretend that they are simply pro-
Horthy and not pro-Hitler.

The Slovak masses are over-
whelmingly in sympathy with the
Soviet Union and regard Hitler’s
attack against the largest Slav coun-
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try as an attack against all Slav
peoples. This is true also of the
large Catholic population among
the Slovaks; and even those small
groups generally regarded as pro-
Nazi because of their support of the
“new” Slovakia declare that they
are anti-Hitler and ask only for
recognition of an independent Slo-
vak nation. The Bulgarian popula-
tion in America is likewise
thoroughly sympathetic to the Slav
Soviet Union and may be regarded
as ardent partisans of the anti-
Hitler struggle.

The Finnish-American masses are
deeply concerned about the fate of
their country of origin. But the
bulk of the Finnish-American press
is viciously anti-Soviet and pro-
Nazi, and with the help of the Finn-
ish Minister to the United States,
Hjalmar J. Procope, attempts to
conceal the real status of Finland
as a Nazi colony. The Administra-
tion’s continued recognition of Hit-
ler’s Finnish puppets, in violation
of its whole anti-Hitler policy, only
helps these Nazi agents to main-
tain their ‘“democratic” pose.

As for the Spanish population in
the United States, it is completely
anti-Nazi and is only waiting for
leadership to unite on a nation-
wide scale for active participation
in the struggle against Hitler.

At the same time, it would be a
mistake to ignore or underestimate
the menace of pro-Hitler activities
among the national groups originat-
ing in the Axis-allied countries.
These activities are well camou-
flaged and consist of at least three
main types:

1. To avoid
Hitler,

identification with
his agents are ready to
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speak out against him, while mak-
ing their appeal in the name of his
puppet, as among the Hungarians.

2. To gain support for the Nazi
“New Order,” they play upon the
national aspirations of those peo-
ples who were victims of national
oppression even before the war, as
among the Slovaks and Croatians.

3. To disrupt the democratic
front, they appeal to anti-Soviet
sentiments, taking advantage of
two years of misrepresentation
about the true nature of Finnish-
Soviet relations, or they concen-
trate among the Lithuanian Ameri-
cans, utilizing the Smetonas to
create confusion and resistance to
the President’s foreign policy of aid
to the Soviet Union and the peo-
ples fighting Hitler.

Unfortunately, Hitler is often
helped by the anti-Hitler forces
themselves as a result of some of
their own policies. This is the case
among the Czechoslovaks when
Benes’ Czech forces insist that there
is only one nation, a Czechoslovak
nation, and refuse to recognize the
national aspirations and right of
self-determination of the Slovaks.
The same is true of the Yugoslavs,
where the failure of the “Yugo-
slav” tendency to acknowledge the
Croations as a national entity only
calls forth a “pure Croatianism”
tendency dividing the victims of
Hitler enslavement and opening the
doors to the agents of the pro-Axis
Pavelich traitors.

The most outstanding develop-
ment since June 22 has been among
the Slav groups. A tidal wave of
hatred for the Nazi aggressor and
sympathy for the Soviet Union has
surged through the 15,000,000 peo-
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ple of Slav origin in the United
States. The pacts signed between
the Soviet Government and the
Polish and Czechoslovak Govern-
ments in exile as well as the orig-
inal pact between the Yugoslavs
and the Soviet Union broke down
the main barriers separating the
leading Slav nations and laid the
basis for uniting these important
sections of the people in the
United States in a single front
of struggle against Hitler. Together
these Slav groups constitute the
largest single group of nationalities
in the country, and to unite them
in one anti-Hitler bloc would be to
create one of the strongest contin-
gents of the national front in the
United States. For, aside from its
numerical significance, it has an
even greater strategic importance
arising from its predominantly
working class composition. Em-
ployed in such decisive defense in-
dustries as mining, steel, auto and
packing, and constituting a large
part of the trade union membership
of the country, these groups can
obviously play an important role in
assuring vigorous labor leadership
in the struggle to defeat Hitler.
Prior to June 22 the issues of the
European war tended to divide the
national groups in the United
States. Only the domestic issues of-
fered an immediate basis of united
action. Today, it is no longer true
that European issues divide and
American issues unite. The one
issue that can unite the largest
number of national groups within
themselves and jointly is the issue
of foreign policy, the struggle for
the liberation and independence of
their countries of origin from Hit-
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ler domination, a result which can
only be attained by the military
defeat of Nazi Germany. Today
“European issues” unite and form
the basis for real national unity in
defense of the United States itself.

II. What the National Front is for
the National Groups

Even before the character of the
war was transformed by the in-
involvement of the Soviet Union,
the countries of mnearly all of
Europe were faced with the task of
regaining their national indepen-
dence. The imperialist war had
brought nothing but national en-
slavement to one country after
another.

Even England and France, as a
result of the Munich policies and
aims of the ruling classes, were ex-

posed to a loss of national
independence and to enslave-
ment by the Nazis. The French
ruling class actually betrayed

France to Hitler, preferring national
subjugation to loss of its class privi-
leges at the hands of a victorious
French people. As a result, the
British people were confronted with
the task of Kkeeping their own
Munichmen from selling out the
nation to Hitler without supporting
the imperialist war aims of the
Churchill government. Thus, in the
midst of an imperialist war, espe-
cially after the surrender of France
in June, 1940, the defense of the
nation against fascism at home and
abroad emerged as the central
problem before the British people,
a problem which could only be
solved by a people’s government
that would put an end to the im-
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perialist aims of the British ruling
circles, establish a close alliance
with the Soviet Union and the peo-
ples enslaved by the Nazi conquer-
ors and continue the struggle for
liberation should its peace pro-
posals be rejected.

But the question of national in-
dependence was particularly acute
for the Balkan countries. Because
of their proximity to the Soviet
Union, they were in a good position
to safeguard their independence.
They could have escaped the orbit
of the imperialist war by allying
themselves with the peaceful So-
viets, but their reactionary ruling
cliques preferred national treason
to such a course, and Rumania,
Bulgaria, Hungary and Yugoslavia
were turned over to Hitler.

When the people of Yugoslavia
repudiated this treachery by over-
throwing the government and es-
tablished close ties with the Soviet
Union, they were compelled to de-
fend themselves against the infuri-
ated Nazi hordes that then overran
the country. There could be no
doubt that they were waging a just
war to preserve their national in-
dependence. The same was true of
the Greek people, who rushed to re-
pel the invasion by Italian fascism
and later by the Nazi armies, de-
spite the fact that the Greek ruling
class had sought to tie the fate of
Greece to the British side in the
imperialist war.

It was obvious that in the world
relation of forces the Balkans oc-
cupied a special significance in re-
lation to the Soviet Union. Events
in the Balkan countries could not
be judged without regard to their
bearing on Soviet security, just as
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the existence of the Soviet Union
was bound to be a powerful factor
in assuring the future independence
of the Balkan peoples. In face of
the increasing threat against the
independence of the Soviet Union
registered with each new advance
by the Nazis in the Balkans, Greece
and Yugoslavia represented two
points of resistance to Nazi con-
quest the importance of which
could hardly be underrated. By en-
dorsing this resistance and recogniz-
ing its justness, despite the fact
that the British were also using
Greece as a battleground, the So-
viet Union was expressing its own
determination to resist national en-
slavement by the Nazis, who were
clearly out to conquer the world,
and at the same time was encourag-
ing the struggle for national inde-
pendence where such a struggle
promised to be more than a mere
cover for gains by one of the parties
to the imperialist war.

Thus, already within the orbit of
the imperialist war, and produced
by it, not only the problem of na-
tional independence was posed with
an acuteness and immediacy and on
a scale never witnessed before, but
there developed just wars of na-
tional liberation which derived their
vitality from the existence of the
non-imperialist Soviet Union and
the relation of their struggle to it.
For, without the overwhelming fac-
tor of the Soviet Union, the Yugo-
slav and Greek peoples unquestion-
ably would have been fighting for
their national existence, but that
fight would have remained an insig-
nificant aspect of the bigger imper-
ialist war, with the justness of their
cause completely lost in the unjust
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war of the big imperialist powers
dominating these small countries.

This struggle for national inde-
pendence led to efforts to establish
anti-Nazi national fronts in all the
Balkan countries even prior to
June 22. Rumania had been occu-
pied by German troops October 3,
1940. Greece was invaded by Italy,
Oct. 28, 1940, and conquered by the
Nazis April 27, 1941. Bulgaria was
occupied by the German army
March 1, 1941, and Yugoslavia was
signed over to the Axis on March
25, 1941, In all these countries, the
masses sought to establish a nation-
al front in defense of their indepen-
dence and for friendship with the
Soviet Union, but they were either
unable or acted too late to prevent
the betrayal of their countries by
the ruling clique of national
treason.

The Communists especially strove
to weld the population throughout
the Balkans into a national front di-
rected against Nazi enslavement.

In Yugoslavia, the Communists
played an important part in rally-
ing the masses for the overthrow of
the Cvetkovich government when it
signed the country over to Hitler.
They sought to unite all the peoples
of Yugoslavia in one national front
on the basis of complete equality
and the recognition of each one’s
right of self-determination. And
when the Nazis invaded Yugoslavia,
they joined in the war against the
Nazi aggressors, calling upon the
people to defend their country.

In Greece, despite repression by
the Metaxes regime, when Italian
fascism invaded the country, the
Communists supported the people
in the defense of their indepen-
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dence, while warning against the
Metaxes dictatorship and the bour-
geois-monarchist cliques connected
with both imperialist camps.

In Rumania, the Communists
rallied the people against the na-
tional treason of the degenerate
capitalist and landlord cliques, and
strove to unite all elements belong-
ing to the nation and willing to de-
fend it in a national front for the
liberation of their country from
German domination and for friend-
ship with the Soviet Union.

In Bulgaria, the people refused
to bow to the agents of foreign en-
slavement, despite brutal suppres-
sion and police terror, and de-
manded an alliance with the Soviet
Union. Only the occupation by the
German army was able to tempo-
rarily paralyze the popular revolt
and drive it underground. But the
Workers Party of Bulgaria did not
give up its efforts to unite all the
national forces to liberate the coun-
try from economic subjugation and
national enslavement.

For the corresponding national
groups in the United States the
problem was how to support such
national liberation struggles and
especially the just war of the Yugo-
slav and Greek peoples without:
turning this into support for the
war aims of Anglo-American impe-
rialism. Nevertheless, the basic task
remained the organization of a na-
tional front of all forces ready to.
aid the struggle for the national
independence of their country of’
origin.

After June 22, with the trans--
formation in the character of the-
war, the most serious obstacles to
the realization of such fronts were:
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eliminated. The change in the in-
ternational situation that followed
Hitler’s attack upon the Soviet
Union brought the United States
directly into the line of danger from
Hitler’s drive to conquer the world.
Under the circumstances, the need
for such fronts merged with the
need of forging a national front to
defend the independence of the
United States against the menace of
Hitlerism. Thus, not only did new
possibilities open up for the de-
velopment of national fronts among
the national groups, but the organ-
ization of these fronts could only
facilitate the formation of an all-
American front of which they are
a part.

What is the special distinguish-
ing feature of the national front
among the national groups? It is the
fact that the issue around which
the national groups can unite is the
liberation of their countries of
origin from Nazi enslavement. The
national group masses in the United
States are part of the American
nation, but they are also related to
the peoples who have been de-
prived of their national indepen-
dence or are in danger of losing if.
The members of the national group
identify themselves with these peo-
ples and correctly regard them-
selves as still part of such peoples,
even though they are an organic
part of the American nation. One
after another, they have seen their
countries of origin subjugated by
Hitler; they have watched them
lose their independence as a nation
and face the threat of extinction as
a people. How to help them pre-
serve their existence and restore
their national independence is thus
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the first concern of these national
groups and all elements loyal to
their people, regardless of their
economic status or class position.
It is obvious, of course, that unity
on this issue can only strengthen
their determination to defend their
American homeland. For the way
they can best achieve their objec-
tive is to support the President’s
foreign policy, activizing the whole
national group population behind it
to guarantee that the United States
throws it whole strength into the
struggle to defeat Hitler. But the
specific character of the national
front among the national groups
requires an immediate program
bearing directly on the desire of the
national groups to aid their coun-
tries of origin. Such a program must
revolve around two types of activi-
ties: (1) the collection of funds and
medical supplies to aid the forces
fighting against Hitler, particularly
the forces of their own nationalities,
and (2) all those practical meas-
ures that will help directly to en-
courage the development of the
third front in the occupied and con-
quered countries, ranging from
short wave anti-Nazi broadcasts to
providing volunteers for the armies
of liberation. For those national
groups originating in the Axis-
allied countries, the main task is to
unite around the demand for with-
drawal of their countries of origin
from the war of conquest and en-
slavement. As for the national
groups originating in the neutral
countries, such as the Irish, the na-
tional front must be built on the
basis of the recognition that the
only way these countries can pre-
serve their independence is by
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aligning themselves with the world
anti-Nazi camp to assure the mili-
tary defeat of Hitler.

III. Obstacles in the Way of Unity

The national objective is unques-
tionably the defeat of Hitler. This is
also the objective of the national
group masses in the United States.
But there are still many obstacles
retarding the unification of the na-
tional groups for the achievement
of this task.

First among these obstacles must
be listed the weaknesses and de-
ficiencies in the government’s own
policy toward the national groups.
Despite the President’s recognition
that they are a source of national
unity, the Administration has
failed to take full advantage of this
for its foreign policy by boldly en-
couraging the national groups to
speak up and unite for the defeat
of Hitler, and it is common knowl-
edge that the national groups need
such encouragement. On the other
hand, the Administration has often
increased the difficulties of the anti-
Nazi majority in many of the na-
tional groups by allowing concealed
Nazi agents to enter the country and
sow disunity in their ranks. The
Administration must stop encourag-
ing such enemies of national unity
against Hitler and drive out those
already here. The President has cor-
rectly said we have a war to win;
and, to rally the national groups for
this war against Hitler, it is neces-
sary to break with all remnants of
a non-democratic attitude toward
them and with all Hitler-like efforts
to condemn them to an inferior
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status in the nation. This means
the complete elimination of all job
discrimination against Americans of
foreign birth and full enforcement
of the President’s executive order
barring such discrimination in de-
fense industries. It means eliminat-
ing all delay in the naturalization
of non-citizens and putting an end
to the reactionary pastime of re-
voking or jeoparding citizenship for
activities in the trade union or po-
litical labor movement. It means,
finally, assuring the defeat of all
alien-baiting legislation now before
Congress, such as the Hobbs con-
centration camp bill (H.R. 3), the
Allen bill (H.R. 4861) and the
Disney bill (H.R. 5149) all spon-
sored by anti-union forces and
friends of Hitler in the United
States and aimed at the trade union
movement, with its large national
group membership.

The second obstacle to the speedy
development of the national front
among the national groups is red-
baiting, modified by the new world
situation, to be sure, but still strong
enough to constitute a serious bar-
rier to wunity. It is particularly
striking among those groups where
complete unification is most feasi-
ble, as for example among the
Serbs and Czechoslovaks. The
Serbs, whose small population in
this country is wholeheartedly in
sympathy with the Soviet Union,
are well on the way to unity, but
they are still hampered by the
theory of “parallelism” acording to
which the Serbian National Federa-
tion and the Left-Wing forces
should pursue separate though par-
allel paths leading to the same
goal. Fortunately, the desire for
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unity is so strong among the masses
that it leaves little room for such
theories, rendering them inopera-
tive from sheer lack of support.
Among the Czechoslovaks, the
manifestation of red-baiting has so
far been of a more stubborn and
drastic character, although here too
evidence is accumulating that the
force of events and the pressure of
the masses are gradually compell-
ing the leaders of the Czechoslovak
National Alliance to modify their
stand. Up till now, these leaders
have welcomed the new Czechoslo-
vak-Soviet Pact, but have persisted
in refusing to cooperate with the
relatively large and influential left-
wing movement in the TUnited
States, preferring to treat its mem-
bers as traitors to the Czechoslovak
people because they have consis-
tently supported the Soviet Union.
The folly of such an attitude is
indicated by simple arithmetic. The
weakest link in the Czechoslovak
liberation movement is among the
Slovaks, with only 6,000 in the
Czechoslovak National Alliance as
compared with at least 12,000 in the
Left movement and 200,000 Catho-
lics who are outside the orbit of the
Benes movement. Plain common
sense dictates the need for unity
with the considerably larger Left-
wing force for the purpose of win-
ning the great majority of the Slo-
vak Catholics who otherwise are
left to the mercies of the agents of
Hitler’s puppet government in Slo-
vakia under the impression that the
Slovaks have finally attained na-
tional independence. To permit old
hostilities and suspicions to endure
in the new situation with its new
conditions and new tasks only
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weakens the fight for liberation at
a time when it needs to be strong-
est. The greatest mistake that any
Czechoslovak leader could make at
the present time would be to under-
estimate the strength of the pro-
Hitler forces or to fail to realize
that the only force strong enough to
defeat them is the unity of absolute-
ly all national elements having the
will to fight until victory is assured.

Unfortunately, the red-baiting
obstacle to national unity is not con-
fined to one or two national groups.

However, a third and equally
serious obstacle to such unity has
been the persistent sectarianism of
the Communists themselves. They
have made creditable contributions
to the movement for unity among
seven or eight national groups but
these have been more in the nature
of beginnings than of final achieve-
ments. And yet, even in these in-
stances, they have tended to work
too much in the old way and at the
old tempo, not fully realizing the
magnitude of the task involved nor
the responsibility resting wupon
them. Above all, they have been
slow to grasp the full meaning of
the national front and, failing to be
sufficiently clear as to its basis, they
have not always been able to ap-
preciate its broad character. As a
result, they failed to estimate or
properly appreciate their own role
in this front.

This has been the source of most
of the sectarian errors which have
prevented the Communist and Left-
wing forces from making their
maximum contribution to the de-
velopment of the national front.
With all possible forces to be
brought together in the mnational
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front, each representing a different
degree of experience in cooperation
and a different level of understand-
ing of the issue at stake, it is the
task of the Communists to play the
role of unifying force, helping all
groups to rise above differences on
secondary questions. Because the
Communists did not always remem-
ber this, they tended to fall victim
to the sectarianism of other forces
taking part in the process of unifi-
cation, thereby narrowing down the
basis of the national front rather
than constantly broadening it to in-
clude all elements of the national
group ready to join in the liberation
struggle against Hitler.

As a result, they put themselves
in a position where, instead of re-
solving the sharp differences that
were keeping various groups apart,
they were themselves taking sides
and in reality becoming the tail to
one of the factions involved. In this
connection, there has also been the
tendency to lose sight of the main
political question, the all-compell-
ing reason for unity, placing ques-
tions of prestige and administrative
position in the forefront or permit-
ting the struggle for office among
different individuals to interfere
with the needs of unity. This led to
the much more serious and funda-
mental error of overlooking the na-
tional differences underlying the
clash of groups, such as the Croats
and Serbs, and the Slovaks and
Czechs, tending to repel important
elements of the national front and
confusing them with the enemy.

The Communists cannot play the
role of unifying force without also,
in many instances, assuming the
role of initiator and organizer of
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unity. But this has not always been
understood, with the result that
weeks have been lost waiting for
other groups to act. Experience has
shown us that mere desire for unity
does not automatically result in
unity. Without presuming to act for
cthers or to arrogate leadership to
themselves, the Communists must
nevertheless work hard and earn-
estly and make maximum use of
their organizational experience and
initiative in order to assure that a
vigorous, active national front is ac-
tually established.

One of the main reasons for this
inexcusable loss of time, however,
has been a sectarian hesitation to
approach various individuals and
groups with whom unity is essen-
tial or to recognize that all elements
must have a place in the national
front, regardless of their past or
present political line-up or position,
provided they are ready to join in
the struggle for national indepen-
dence and the defeat of Hitler.
Among the Poles, for example,
there was an original tendency to
reject the Sikorskiites and even to
direct the main fire against them
because the Sikorski Government
had not yet officially withdrawn its
declaration of war against the So-
viet Union. The Soviet-Polish Pact
that was signed later, of course,
automatically corrected this secta-
rian position. Among the Serbs
similar hesitations have been mani-
fested in relation to the Simovich
Government. In this respect, some
of the strongest sectarian manifes-
tations are to be found among the
Czech Left-wing forces who tend
to resist rapprochement with the
Benes-Martinek forces. It is true
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that the intransigeant anti-Commu-
nist stand of these forces has not
made it easier for the Left-wing to
overcome its own sectarianism, but
Martinek is already beginning to
recognize that it is impossible to re-
peat the experience of old Czecho-
slovakia and that there must be
unity regardless of religious and po-
litical beliefs.

Another form of sectarianism has
been particularly prominent among
Jewish Left-wing Communist cir-
cles who have had to contend with
strong provocation on the part of
Social-Democrats. Instead of meet-
ing this by means of a positive line
which places the tasks of unity
above everything else, they have
tended to fall victim to this provo-
cation, concentrating on polemics at
a time when polemics can only
weaken the struggle for national
unity. Connected with this have
been expressions of an impermis-
sible self-righteousness in relation
to elements seeking to establish
unity. There could be no greater
mistake than the failure to realize
that all elements belonging to the
anti-Hitler national front have
prejudices and impediments to
overcome on the way to unity, and
that the task is to make it easier
rather than harder for them to ap-
proach one another.

Finally, there is the sectarianism
that arises from the failure to real-
ize the importance of the struggle
for national independence, falsely
posing working class tasks against
national tasks. History demon-
strates that there has always been
the closest connection between the
interests of the working class and
national independence, a connection
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particularly prominent in the his-
torical background of most of the
national groups in the U.S. Marx
and Engels always regarded na-
tional independence as a precondi-
tion for the development of a strong
workers’ movement. Engels’ re-
marks on this question made in
1882 are very timely today and
offer the best answer to this type of
sectarianism.

“For a great people,” he said
apropos of the Polish struggle for
independence, “it is historically im-
possible to discuss any domestic
question in a serious way as long as
it has no national independence. . . .
An international movement of the
proletariat is possible at all only
among independent nations. ... As
long as Poland is partitioned and
subjugated, no strong Socialist
Party can develop inside the coun-
try. . . . Every Polish peasant and
worker who rises to the point of
participation in the general inter-
ests runs up against the fact of na-
tional subjugation as the first ob-
stacle meeting him on every hand.
To eliminate it is a basic condition
of every healthy and free develop-
ment. Polish Socialists who do not
place the liberation of their country
at the head of their program are like
German Socialists who would fail to
raise as their very first demand the
abolition of the Anti-Socialist Law
and freedom of the press, associa-
tion and assembly. 'To be able to
fisht, one must first have soil, air,
light and elbow room. Under no cir-
cumstances is it our task to hold the
Poles back from winning living con-
ditions for their further develop-
ment or to convince them that
national independence is, from the
international viewpoint, a very
secondary matter, when, quite the
contrary, it is the basis of all inter-
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national cooperation.” (Letter to
Kautsky, February 7-15, 1882).

This does not exhaust all the sec-
tarian manifestations among the
Left-wing and Communist forces in
the national groups. But enough
has been said to indicate that the
greatest responsibility rests upon
these forces to overcome such sec-
tarian obstacles to national unity
with the utmost speed. It is up to
the Communists to develop the full-
est clarity on the nature and mean-
ing of the national front and to
wage a ruthless political struggle
against every tendency in their own
ranks to retard or impede its quick
realization.

This will also help to overcome
another serious obstacle to the es-
tablishment of the national front
among the national groups, the un-
developed state of labor leadership
in this all-important task. The na-
tional groups are composed mainly
of workers, large numbers of whom
are in the mass trade unions.
Should these working class forces
and actives take the leadership, they
would help the rest of the national
group population to move faster.
At the same time, they would help
the trade unions and the organized
labor movement increase the qual-
ity and extent of their own leader-
ship in the present critical situ-
ation. And yet, only one or two na-
tional groups have developed any
serious trade union committees for
this purpose. The best example to
date is the Polish-American trade
union committee in Detroit, which
has already rallied 100 organiza-
tions of twenty-two different na-
tionalities in support of the Presi-
dent’s foreign policy. Such commit-
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tees need to be multiplied in every
important center and every major
national group.

IV. The Appeasers and the
National Groups

The national groups have been
made the object of attention both
by the appeasers of Hitler and
Hitler’s direct agents. The Nazis are
actually concentrating their fifth-
column activities among such
groups as the Lithuanians, Hun-
garians and Ukrainians, sending in
their agents under various pretexts.
Many months ago, the State De-
partment admitted such an outright
Nazi agent as Smetona, former fas-
cist president of Lithuania who fled
to Nazi Germany when the Lithu-
anian people voted to join the So-
viet Union. The Nazis actually
financed and sponsored the activi-
ties of Smetona and his group, a
fact recorded even by the anti-
Communist press in this country,
and yet the State Department per-
mitted Smetona to come to the
United States and carry on his sub-
versive activities among the Lithu-
anian-American population, which
consists mainly of workers em-
ployed in packing, steel, mining and
other key defense industries. Fol-
lowing the Nazi attack upon the
Soviet Union, Smetona actually
dared to speak out in favor of
Hitler.

More recently, the State Depart-
ment admitted another ill-con-
cealed Nazi agent, this time from
Hungary. The character of this in-
dividual, who poses as an anti-Nazi,
is fully exposed in an article en-
titled “Budapest’s Fake Mission” in
the Nation of September 27. A Hun-
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garian Member of Parliament and
a relative of Admiral Horthy’s
family, this man, whose name is
Tibor de Eckhardt and whose rec-
ord of fascist activities is common
knowledge in all diplomatic circles,
could not have left Hungary with-
out consent of the Horthy Govern-
ment or the secret approval of the
Gestapo. And yet, according to the
reactionary Hungarian daily paper
in New York, Eckhardt is being re-
ceived in high American political
and diplomatic circles, and the
Nation article reports that he has
twice conferred with Under Secre-
tary of State Sumner Welles. His
mission in the United States, he ex-
plains, is the formation of a united
front of all people of Hungarian
nationality or origin to support an
independent and democratic Hun-
gary, apparently a new-fangled
method of insurance against an
Axis defeat while working overtime
for an Axis victory.

Hitler’s agents attempt to operate
through various channels and under
various disguises. The Ukrainian
nationalists are one of these chan-
nels. They are controlled by a fas-
cist group which previously gave
open support to Hitler’s policy.
Today, in the changed situation,
they seek to maintain their Nazi
ideology under the cloak of democ-
racy. The American Hungarian Fed-
eration is another channel. This
Federation was originally projected
and organized by the Horthy Gov-
ernment in 1938 as part of the
Hungarian = fascist World Federa-
tion. It operates through top lead-
ers of a number of large Hungarian
fraternal organizations. The Lithu-
anian nationalist, Socialist and cler-

ical press also provides an avenue
for Hitler. These papers have ex-
pressed joy that “Hitler has freed
Lithuania.” Viciously anti-Soviet,
they make avid use of the Nazi
propaganda material emanating
from Berlin.

Other channels are provided by
the supporters of the Tiso Govern-
ment, Hitler’s creation in Slovakia,
and the handful of Croatians who
support the Pavelich Government,
Hitler’s puppet in Croatia through
the agency of Mussolini. The activi-
ties of the Finnish Minister to the
United States, Hjalmar Procope and
the pro-Hitler character of the bulk
of the Finnish press have already
been mentioned in this article.

These anti-democratic activities
are backed up by the efforts of the
appeasers of Hitler. The appeasers
have not neglected the national
groups, seeking support mainly
among those groups whose coun-
tries of origin belong to the Axis
camp—Germans, Italians, Finns,
Hungarians, Rumanians, Slovaks,
but also among the Irish.

The America First appeasers
have so far followed five lines of
approach to the national groups.
First, they have tried to win sup-
port among such groups as Italians
and Germans in the name of keep-
ing America out of war, branding
Churchill as “a greater menace to
the peace of American boys than
Adolf Hitler or Benito Mussolini,”
and taking advantage of the dis-
crimination of which these groups
have been the victim. Second, they
have tried to win the Irish by ap-
pealing to their hatred of British
imperialism, their traditional isola-
tionism and their religious feelings.
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Thus, Rev. John O’Brien of Notre
Dame University declared at an
America First rally in Cincinnati,
Ohio, on September 19 that Presi-
dent Roosevelt was giving “the
hard-earned money of American
taxpayers by the bushel basket to
the British,” while the Irish “could
not even buy suitable arms to de-
fend their democracy.” Third, they
have resorted to a wholesale use of
anti-Semitism, which is widespread
among many national groups, the
fraudulent motion picture investi-
gation headed by Senator Nye pro-
viding merely the latest and most
dramatic expression of this. Fourth,
they have sought to intimidate sup-
porters of President Roosevelt’s
foreign policy in Congress by at-
tacking them as representatives of
foreign-born gangsters, as in the
case of Congressman Clare E. Hoff-
man’s attack on Lesinski’s Polish-
American Congressman from Mich-
igan. And fifth, they have tried to
impugn the patriotism of the anti-
Nazi forces among the national
groups because of their concern for
the people from whom they stem,
as in the September 24 statement
of the America First Committee
which “invited men and women of
every race, religion and national
origin” to join its ranks “provided
only that they are patriotic citizens
who put the interests of their coun-
try ahead of any other nation.”

In this last point we have the
measure of the appeasers’ whole
treachery and demagogic perfidy.
The loyalty of the national groups
to their peoples, which the appeas-
ers reject, is a source of strength
for American democracy. It is di-
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rected against the enslavement by
Hitler, the greatest menace to the
independence of every nation and
people on earth. It is an allegiance
to national independence and free-
dom, which only enemies of Amer-
ica’s own independence and free-
dom can regard as incompatible
with loyalty to the American na-
tion. By rejecting that which can
only be regarded as a quality no
matter where it is displayed, the
appeasers merely provide the meas-
ure of their own national betrayal.

However, the appeasers showed
their hand most brazenly in their
Nazi-inspired attack upon the Jew-
ish people in connection with the
so-called movie ‘“investigation.”
Testifying on September 9 before
the Senate Interstate Commerce
Subcommittee to determine wheth-
er there should be a movie inves-
tigation, Senator Nye declared that
a small group of motion picture pro-
ducers “all born abroad and ani-
mated by the persecutions and
hatreds of the old world” are in-
jecting pro-war propaganda into
American films for financially self-
ish and “non-American” reasons.
Those primarily responsible for this
propaganda, according to Nye were
‘“four names, each that of one of the
Jewish faith, each one foreign-
born.” His testimony referred many
times to the foreign birth of the
movie producers, repeatedly charg-
ing that “some are citizens, others
owe their loyalty to their native
lands.” (N.Y. Times and Herald
Tribune, Sept. 10, 1941.)

This maneuver, which revealed
the extent to which the appeasers
are in the service of Hitler, was
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only a dramatic denouement of a
line consciously pursued by them.
For, as early as February, 1941,
Senator Wheeler, in one of his
speeches, denounced ‘“political con-
trol by a financial oligarchy” which
he plainly implied was Jewish. On
August 1, Senator Nye, in his St.
Louis speech, undertook to name
some of the men who are “pushing
and hauling America to plunge us
into this war,” and who are “putting
up the money for all this propa-
ganda.” He selected seventeen
men prominent in the motion pic-
ture industry, all with Jewish-
sounding names, carefully omitting
the names of non-Jewish execu-
tives. On September 6, the America
First statement appearing in the
Daily News, in citing those who
were attacking it, singled out as
examples, in addition to the British-
born Dr. Frank Kingdom, three
Jews and a speaker before the Jew-
ish War Veterans. Five days later,
Col. Lindbergh followed with his
shameless appeal to anti-Semitism
in his Des Moines, Iowa, speech.
Obviously, the succeeding motion
picture “investigation” by the ap-
peasers, with its attack upon the
Jews and foreign-born, was no acci-
dent. As the Herald Tribune de-
clared in its editorial of September
17, “the evidence that [the ap-
peasers] leaders are deliberately
taking up this despicable, disrup-
tive and profoundly inhuman and
un-American weapon [of anti-
Semitism] to bolster a lost cause is
too strong to be disregarded; and
there is no non-Jewish American
deserving the name who will not
turn from that business with loath-
ing.”
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In view of the fact that the ap-
peasers are resorting to anti-Semit-
ism as one of their chief weapons,
the struggle against anti-Semitism
becomes of decisive importance in
any effort to range the national
groups in the national front against
Hitler. To fail to combat anti-Semit-
ism among the national groups at
this time is to turn them over to the
mercies of the appeasers, exposing
all efforts toward national group
unity to the most serious danger.
For while anti-Semitism is ostensi-
bly aimed at only one national
group, no national group can escape
the deadly effect of its poison once
it is permitted to spread.

The use of anti-Semitism and
“alien-baiting” against the national
groups is intended by the appeasers
as a means of breaking up mass
support for the President’s foreign
policy. But the extent to which the
attack on the national groups is also
an attack on organized labor is
shown by the crude and offensive
abuse heaped upon the Polish-
American Congressman Lesinski by
the reactionary Congressman Clare
E. Hoffman from Michigan. It shows
that the appeasers not only have
anti-Semitism in common with Hit-
ler, but that they also have an
affinity with him in their hatred of
labor.

On August 14, Hoffman attacked
Lesinski’s support of the President’s
foreign policy, calling the Polish,
Hungarian, Rumanian and other
constituents that elected Lesinski
“a lot of foreigners.” “I say,” Hoff-
man declared, “that if you have not
got a lot of foreigners in your dis-
trict, if you have true native born
Americans, the backbone of this
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country, who believe in the princi-
ples on which our Government was
founded, they will take you out in
the woodshed and put you over a
barrel. Make no mistake of that.”
(Congressional Record, September
18, 1941, p. 7669). On September
18 Hoffman tried to defend this re-
actionary outburst with another
statement cut out of the same cloth,
attacking Lesinski as a C.I.O. man.
Lesinski, he declared, wants to use
him as a whipping boy. “Well,”
Hoffman continued, “he is wel-
come. My hide is thick, and I wel-
come any criticism from the C.I.O.
or the labor racketeers or the gang-
sters from Detroit, of whom I am
happy to say the gentleman is not
one, but who constitute so large a
proportion of those who send him
here.” (Cong. Rec., p. 7672).

More significant, in the last anal-
ysis, than this revelation of the true
physiognomy of an appeaser, is the
information provided by Lesinski in
his speech that the Hungarians who
constitute the majority of voters in
his 16th district in Detroit stand
“like a rock . . . behind President
Roosevelt and his friends who do
everything to defend the nation
against outside enemies” and that
the Rumanians in his district re-
pudiated the action of the Rumanian
Government in lining up with Hit-
ler and “stated that the Rumanians
are 100 percent” with President
Roosevelt’s foreign policy.

V. AlU-Slav Unity

Before concluding this article, it
is necessary to make a few remarks
about all-Slav unity. And the very
first thing that has to be emphasized
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is that all-Slav unity is not pan-
Slavism and can have nothing in
common with it. The Slav groups
in the United States fully realize
this, as can be seen from the re-
sponse to the appeal of the All-Slav
Conference, held in Moscow on
August 10, by circles that have
been most rabidly anti-Soviet in the
past. Despite the survival of pan-
Slavist notions in certain reaction-
ary quarters, the historical basis for
pan-Slavism disappeared when the
great October Revolution swept
tsarism into the dustbin of history
in 1917.

Pan-Slavism was the reactionary
policy of tsarist imperialism which
sought to utilize the aspirations for
national independence of the Slav
peoples oppressed by the Turkish
and Austrian empires to promote its
own imperialist designs. Engels, in
his letter of 1882 already referred to
in this article, took great pains to
establish this point and for that rea-
son it is worth quoting his comment
at length.

“Pan-Slavism,” he said, “is a
world-domination fraud under the
cloak of a non-existing Slavic na-
tionality, and our worst enemy as
well as the worst enemy of the
Russians. This fraud will disinte-
grate in good time, but meanwhile it
can become very unpleasant for us.
A pan-Slavist war, as the final hope
for salvation of Russian tsarism
and Russian reaction, is being pre-
pared at this very moment. Whether
it will occur is very questionable,
but if it does occur, one thing is
quite certain: that the splendid de-
velopment along revolutionary lines
in Germany, Austria and Russia it-
self will be completely upset and
diverted into other, at present un-
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predictable channels. At best we
shall lose three to ten years, a re-
spite for a constitutional ‘new era’
in Germany and perhaps also Rus-
sia, a small Poland under German
hegemony, a war of revenge with
France, new incitement of peoples,
and finally a new Holy Alliance
would be the probable result.

“Pan-Slavism is therefore now
more than ever our mortal enemy,
despite the fact that it is on the
verge of the grave or just because of
it. For the Katkoffs, Aksakoffs,
Ignatieffs & Co. know that their em-
pire is through for good the moment
that tsarism is overthrown and the
Russian people enter the stage. And
that is why they are so eager for
war at a moment when the treasury
is empty and no banker will advance
a penny to the Russian Government.

“That is just the reason why all
pan-Slavists have such undying ha-
tred for the Poles: they are the only
anti-pan-Slavist Slavs, hence trait-
ors to the sacred cause of Slavdom,
and must be influenced by force in
the Greater-Slav tsarist empire
whose future capital is Tsarigrad,
that is, Constantinople.

“Of course you might ask whether
I don’t have any sympathy for the
small Slav peoples and splinters who
are divided by the three wedges
driven into Slavdom: the German,
Hungarian and Turkish? Actually,
damned little. The Czechoslovak
cry ‘O God, there is no one left in
the world to do justice to the Slavs,’
has been replied to from Petersburg
and the whole Czech national move-
ment looks for justice from the Tsar.
The same is true of the others:
Serbs, Bulgarians, Slovenians, Gali-
cian Ruthenians (at least in part).
But we cannot come ocut for these
aims. Only when, through the col-
lapse of tsarism, the national as-
pirations of these small peoples are
freed from fusion with pan-Slavist
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world-domination tendencies—only
then can we let them act freely....”

From Engels’ remarks we can see
that the Marxist movement always
opposed pan-Slavism. The idea of
pan-Slavism first appeared at the
beginning of the 19th century in the
historical literature of the various
Slav peoples. It assumed different
forms. One aspired to the spiritual
unity of the Slav peoples on the
basis of the Greek Orthodox
Church. This was obviously in-
tended as a barrier to the spread of
the Roman Catholic Church, which
was making big headway among
the Slav groups. A second concep-
tion of pan-Slavism revolved
around the possibility of developing
a common language for all Slavs.
And a third thought in terms of a
federation of all Slav nationalities.

These various conceptions of pan-
Slavism finally crystalized into a
well-defined imperial policy in
1842 when the Tsar’s government
adopted a pan-Slav program which
proclaimed Russia as the center of
all Slavdom and called upon all
Slav countries and peoples to strive
to become part of the Tsar’s empire.
Pan-Slavism thus became a weapon
in the hands of Russian tsarism for
the destruction of the Austro-Hun-~
garian empire and for predatory de-
signs on the rival Turkish empire.
‘When German imperialism began to
emerge after 1871, pan-Slavism was
used by the Tsar to combat pan-
Germanism. But, as noted by En-
gels, pan-Slavism was already on
the decline by the end of the 19th
century. Outside Russia, it found
its sole support among the Ortho-
dox clergy. It was brought to the
United States by members of the
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Greek Orthodox clergy among the
small Slav groups, but it had no
support among the Russians, Uk-
rainians and Poles, and even
among the smaller groups had no
basis whatever among the immi-
grant masses.

It is indicative of the reactionary
nature of pan-Slavism that some of
its remaining advocates in the
United States are unwilling to unite
all Slavs against Hitlerism, and
some even attack such unity openly.
It also shows that all-Slav unity
based upon the -collaboration of
equals is something altogether dif-
ferent from reactionary pan-Slav-
ism that went to its grave with Rus-
sian tsarism.

In the 19th century the Slav
people could not unite to liberate
themselves from their Austrian and
Turkish rulers without falling vic-
tim to the tsarist empire, which was
actively striving to incorporate them
into its own prison of nations. But
today there is obviously an alto-
gether different situation. There is
not a single Slav nation that is not
already enslaved or threatened with
enslavement by Hitler. All of them
are fighting for the preservation of
their independence and the main-
tenance of their very character as
Slav peoples. To unite all Slav
peoples under such circumstances is
not only an act of self-preservation
but a positive act of progress,
strengthening the forces of resis-
tance to Hitlerism throughout the
world.

Furthermore, it must be repeated
that the Soviet Union is not tsarist
Russia. Tsarist imperialism has
been replaced by a socialist country
envisaged by Engels. By cooperat-
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ing with the Soviet Union as Slav
peoples, the Slav nations are not in
danger of losing their independence
and becoming pawns in the hands of
a big imperialist power. On the
contrary, such cooperation is the
most important condition for re-
gaining their independence, and the
relationship between them is that of
equals. In the second place, for the
small Slav nations to turn to the
Soviet Union as the big Slav brother
is not reactionary but progressive,
since it can only strengthen the pro-
gressive strivings in each Slav na-
tion. In the third place, all-Slav
unity today is for the progressive
purpose of defeating Hitler, who is
bent upon world conquest, and even
if the insignificant remnants of pan-
Slavist notions should receive an
impetus from such unity, they could
hardly affect the character of all-
Slav collaboration. Finally, it is
neither chauvinist nor reactionary
for the Slav peoples to seek to pre-
serve their Slavdom and to resist
Teutonization, which is equivalent
to slavery at the hands of the
Nazis.

The mobilization of the 15,000,000
Slavs in the United States in sup-
port of the just war of their peoples
against Hitler is not only feasible
but of the utmost significance for
the development of the national
front in this country. The nation-
wide All-Slav Congress to be held
November 21-23 will unquestion-
ably prove to be a major contribu-
tion to this end.

VI. The National Groups and the
Third Front

Each day brings inspiring news of

the spreading fires of resistance to
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the Nazi occupationists. Norway,
Belgium, France, Yugoslavia, Po-
land, Rumania, Greece — country
after country joins in a mounting
wave of sabotage, defiance and re-
sistance that promises to turn into
a torrent of revolt. And as these
acts of heroism multiply, they stir
the national groups in America to
their depths and arouse in them the
desire to help quickly and by every
means in their power. No one can
afford to underestimate the impor-
tance of this as a means of helping
the whole country to realize the
danger to its existence. But it also
points to the special role which the
national groups must increasingly
play in relation to developments in
Europe proper.

It is an undeniable fact that the
sentiments and actions of the large
masses of Poles, Yugoslavs, Czecho-
slovaks, Hungarians, Rumanians,
Italians, Germans and others are
not without influence upon their
peoples in the countries of origin.
For example, does anyone imagine
that the hostility to Hitler of the
million Hungarians in this hemi-
sphere is not without some effect
upon the opposition of the Hunga-
rian masses at home toward par-
ticipation in the war against the So-
viet Union? In 1930 there were only
8,500,000 people altogether in Hun-
gary. Certainly the million. Hun-
garians on this side of the ocean
can have some inffuence on Hun-
garian morale. Or take Rumania.
There are probably less than 100,-
000 Rumanians in the United States.
But what they have to say to their
countrymen can have a powerful
effect upon the Rumanian masses,
far beyond their mere numbers. And
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in this respect it is not unimpor-
tant that the largest Rumanian or-
ganization in the country, the Union
and League of Rumanian Societies
of America, adopted a resolution at
its 30th Convention during the first
week of September not only con-
demning Hitlerism, but calling upon
all Rumanian organizations in
America to unite in struggle against
Hitler and for aid to the Soviet
Union, England and all countries
fighting Hitler. More than that, it
added its voice to that of Iuliu Ma-
niu “in his demand, prompted by
the will of the Rumanian people,
that General Antonescu take Ru-
mania out of the war.” And the
American Rumanians are deter-
mined to reach the Rumanian peo-
ple with this message.

Or take Greece, whose total pop-
ulation in 1936 was given as 7,050,-
000. The Greek population in the
United States amounts to over 400,-
000 and, as in the case of practically
every other national group, its ac-
tual influence is far greater than its
mere numerical strength. During the
week of Aug. 17-23 close to 500
Greek-American organizations sent
delegates to a Pan-Hellenic Con-
gress in Cincinnati for the purpose
of uniting the close to half a mil-
lion Greek-Americans in the strug-
gle against Hitler and for aid to the
liberation struggle of the heroic
Greek people and to the Soviet
Union, England and all peoples
fighting against Hitlerism. Point 6
of their Declaration of Purposes
states “To help them [that is, the
Greek people] keep aflame the fire
of their courage and determination
by constantly keeping before them
our heartfelt sympathy and sincere
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interest in their cause, for the quick
triumph of which we fervently pray
to Almighty God; and at the same
time keep alive the interest of the
American people in the Greek
cause.” Can anyone doubt the effect
this message will have upon the
Greek warriors who have never laid
down their arms against the Nazi
conquerors?

Or take one of the most decisive
sections of the national groups in
America, the Slav groups totaling
from 10,000,000 to possibly 15,000,-
000 people. Today the whole Slav
population of America is aflame
with hatred for Hitler and sym-
pathy for the Soviet Union and the
conquered Slav peoples of Europe.
They are answering the call of the
All-Slav Conference held in Mos-
cow on Aug. 10 by convening a
nationwide All-Slav Congress in
Pittsburgh Nov. 21-23 to rally
American Slavs in the great strug-
gle to liberate their countries of
origin from the yoke of Hitler and
to aid the Soviet Union and all peo-
ples fighting Hitlerism. This con-
gress will speak directly to all the
Slavs of Europe. Can anyone doubt
that its voice will bring courage and
strength and heightened determina-
tion to resist the brutal invader, to
fight until death till freedom is
won? The appeal of the rally of
Slav peoples held in Moscow on
Aug. 10 called forth a mounting up-
surge of resistance in Yugoslavia
and other Slav countries, and only
a few days ago the Nazis had to
rush up reinforcements to battle an
army of 12,000 Serb patriots. The
appeal of the American Slavs will
unquestionably have a similar effect.
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These examples suffice to show
the extremely important role which
the national groups can play in
helping the enslaved masses of Eu-
rope to gather strength and rise up
against the enslaver.

The glorious resistance of the Red
Army and the people of the Soviet
Union has given the people of the
occupied countries new hope. It has
encouraged them to pass over from
passive hatred to an active resis-
tance.

The forms and forces of this resis-
tance are multiplying daily. Backed
by a Western Front and inspired by
the heroic struggle of the Red Army
fighters on the Eastern Front, they
could rapidly become a third front
from which Hitler’s hordes could
never come out alive.

The development of this third
front is of the utmost importance
for the final defeat of Hitler. To
this front in particular the national
groups can and must make their
special contribution. They can do
this by insisting on the use of the
short wave radio to speak to their
countrymen, by swelling the armies
of freedom in Canada, England and
the Soviet Union, by isolating and
driving out the pro-Hitler elements
in their own groups here, by bring-
ing their full weight to bear in sup-
port of complete participation in
the struggle to defeat Hitler, and
by pushing production to the maxi-
mum for aid to the embattled peo-
ples in the home countries and all
the fighters against Hitler. The key
to the success of all of these efforts
is in the formation of a national
front for the complete and irrevo-
cable victory over Hitler.



PRIORITIES UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY *

BY PAT TOOHEY

NEMPLOYMENT due to tem-

porary dislocation arising out
of the operation of defense priori-
ties is creating serious problems in
the automobile industry. Approxi-
mately 215,000 workers face a tem-
porary, if not prolonged, lay-off be-
tween now and January 1.

I. Scope of the Curtailment
Program

Government policy is definitely
reconciled to the necessity of tem-
porary dislocations and an unavoid-
able temporary unemployment in
transferring the industry from non-
defense to the primary need of
production for military needs. The
national interest does demand the
most immediate and extensive
preparations to defend the nation
from the aggressions of Hitler fas-
cism. Priorities in auto are de-
signed to conserve or more proper-
ly allocate essential and scarce ma-
terials, to release men, management
and plant facilities for the manu-
facture of armaments for the armed
forces of the United States and in
adequate amounts to fulfill Amer-

* This article is based on a report to the State
Committee of the Communist Party of Michigan.

ica’s pledges of aid to Great Britain
and the Soviet Union.

It is contemplated that the cur-
tailment will result in the release
of the following materials for de-
fense production: carbon steel,
2,350,480 tons; alloy steel, 301,670
tons; malleable iron, 115,920 tons;
secondary aluminum, 1,000,000
pounds; nickel, 300 tons; zinc, 25,000
tons; copper, 40,000 tons; lead,
31,000 tons; tin, 2,600 tons; chro-
mium, 2,600 tons.

Consequently a reduction of 26%
per cent in passenger car produc-
tion was ordered for August, Sep-
tember, October and November, and
48.2 per cent of December by O.P.M.
and O.P.A.C.S. Other reductions
will be made later to limit output
of 1942 models to 2,150,000 cars, or
approximately 50 per cent of 1941
production. The total output for
these five months is set at 1,023,217.
By December, therefore, the cur-
tailment program will be 32.2 per
cent in effect. In this period Gen-
eral Motors, Chrysler and Ford
Motor Car Company will be per-
mitted to make 878,356 cars of the
1942 model compared to their out-
put of 1,332,690 in the last year, for
the same five months. The six small

937
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companies, Studebaker, Hudson,
Nash, Packard, Willys-Overland,
were reduced 20.2 per cent.
General Motors, Ford and Chrys-
ler was given a larger reduction
because they produce 89.7 per cent
of all passenger cars and also have
the bulk of defense contracts.
Production quotas for the full
year were not set. This is due to
uncertainty of enough materials be-
ing available to guarantee even the
authorized quotas. If production
falls below the 50 per cent author-
ized quotas, danger to defense pro-
duction and employment is obvious.
O.P.M. and O.P.A.C.S. have in-
formed manufacturers of the gov-
ernment’s desire for a higher pro-
duction of trucks, truck trailers,
passenger buses and military vehi-
cles for the defense program, lend-
lease program and contemplated aid
to the Soviet Union. A production
figure of 1,189,000 such units was
set, 200,000 over the last year.
Manufacturers were promised a
preference rating of A3 for delivery
of all critical materials required to
produce these vehicles. This seems
to be insufficient incentive, for there
is little evidence that the corpora-
tions are rapidly converting plants
and retooling for production of
these supplies. Yet, in Flint, Mich,,
where the Chevrolet plant is now
producing fourteen trucks per hour,
and where 6,500 of the 13,000 work-
ers face lay-offs, workers assert
that the plant can produce 1,000
units daily with only a few addi-
tions to the existing equipment.
Nor is there evidence anywhere
that the corporations are adequate-
ly retooling and remachining for
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defense production. And certainly
they aren’t permitting any expan-
sion if it can be prevented.

The effect on employment will be
as follows:

As of April 1, 1941, a total of
532,000 workers were employed on
automobiles, parts and bodies. This
excludes other thousands in indus-
tries related to or dependent on
auto—glass, rubber, steel—who will
also be affected. Since production
in 1938 corresponds to what the 50
per cent curtailment establishes,
and an average of 305,000 were em-
ployed in 1938, it is estimated that
the curtailment by January 1 will
mean a lay-off for 215,000 workers,
128,000 in Michigan.

This estimate allows for expected
rehirings on defense jobs. Re-em-
ployment on converted defense jobs
is not expected to immediately alle-
viate the situation. Such jobs are
being created at the impossibly slow
rate of 10,000 monthly. At this speed
no more than 50,000 to 60,000 will
be hired for newly-created defense
jobs in auto, by January. As indi-
cated by the policies of the com-
panies heretofore, not all of these
will be laid-off workers. Even tak-
ing the premise, however, that all
newly-created auto defense jobs
will be given to laid-off auto work-
ers, it would still leave 155,000 in
the industry. The Michigan Unem-
ployment Compensation Commis-
sion asserts that 60,000 workers
from forty-two Detroit factories will
be unemployed by January 1 and
that “less than half of the 114,000
workers who will be released from
non-defense employment . . . may
be absorbed into new defense jobs
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. . . before the first of the year.”

In Michigan, lay-offs in wvarious
towns are estimated as follows (on
the basis of continuing the forty-
hour week):

Average Estimated

Employment Lay-offs by

City 1941 Jan. 1, 1942
Detroit ........ 198,000 70,000
Flint ............ 40,000 17,000
Pontiac ........ 14,000 6,000
Saginaw ........ 10,000 4,500
Lansing ........ 12,000 5,250
Grand Rapids 2,700 1,000

In some companies lay-offs will
occur as follows: Ford, of 90,000
workers, 30,000 off; Chrysler, of
57,000, 25,000 off; Packard, of 5,000
workers, 1,400 off; Hudson, of 11,000
workers, 5,000 off.

The effect on employment in
General Motors will illustrate the
situation.

As of June, 1941, General Motors
employed about 250,000 workers.
Only 34,000 of these were then on
defense production. The present
curtailment will reduce General
Motors employment to 156,000 by
January 1. That is, some 94,000 will
lose their jobs. How many of these
will be reemployed on defense work
being done by General Motors is
uncertain, because while General
Motors was granted defense con-
tracts of $1,113,700 (and has filled
less than a third of this amount) the
company, according to President
C. E. Wilson, is creating defense jobs
at the rate of 5,000 monthly “for
the next six months,” leaving a bal-
ance of 70,000 General Motors
workers still idle. At this rate it
will take General Motors a full
eighteen months, or up to the mid-
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dle of 1943, to reemploy those pres-
ently to be laid off. How this policy
of General Motors is going to bene-
fit defense and reemployment may
be seen in this chart published by
the U.A.W. organ:

Non-defense No.
General engaged
Motors on Laid
Workers defense off

June.......... 216,000 34,000
September 183,000 44,000 17,000
November. 129,000 53,000 68,000

—or, as time passes, increasing lay-
offs, increasing idle men and ma-
chinery, failure to convert over to
mass defense production and to
rapidly create conditions for reem-
ployment. The billion dollars’ worth
of defense contracts held by Gen-
eral Motors pile up and are filled
slowly. Hundreds of small concerns
close down and throw their workers
on the street for want of such con-
tracts. No serious effort is made to
reequip existing plants for defense
work. For example: it is a fact that
in Fisher (Flint) at least 1,500 of
the plant’s 5,000 workers will be
laid off and yet skilled men—tool
and die-makers, pattern-makers,
welders—who should be engaged on
retooling, remachining and conver-
sion, are working 24 to 32 hours
weekly, themselves facing lay-offs.

It is a fact that in Buick 6,500 of
the 15,000 workers face lay-offs al-
though a defense project immedi-
ately engaging 1,000 workers and
reemploying 5,000 by March can be
instituted.

The defense program and national
security against Hitlerism is endan-
gered if it is subordinated to cor-
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poration profits, monopolist privi-
leges and profiteering. If this situ-
ation continues defense will be
weakened, morale will be under-
mined, production will decline, and
among the people confusion and
fears will be generated.

Scavenger elements of pro-fas-
cism even now are trying to capital-
ize on the problems and to accen-
tuate the confusion. They try to use
the lay-offs as a weapon to argue
people against the defense and lend-
lease programs, to incite against the
anti-Hitler policy of the Adminis-
tration and against its pledges of
aid to the nations fighting Hitler-
ism. An example of appeasement
influence and glib propaganda per-
meating even responsible bodies is
the convention last week of the
Michigan Municipal League, where
speakers ‘blasted priorities” and
blamed priorities for wrecking
municipal water, power, fire protec-
tion and social services, and implied
that priorities must go or the na-
tion would go bankrupt. Priorities
or defense!

Uneasiness does exist among
workers who face layoff. They have
F.H.A. homes, installment furniture
and automobiles to pay for. The
appeasers prey upon this uneasi-
ness. The appeasers ascribe all
troubles to Roosevelt, to the anti-
Hitler foreign policy, to the defense
and lease-lend program, to “mixing
in Europe,” ‘“getting into war,” to
“helping everyone under the sun
except ourselves.” They promise
jobs and security if “we get out of
Europe,” “mind our own business,”
“help no one but ourselves.”

They are also arousing anti-Semit-

ism by attacking the Jewish peo-
ple; arousing chauvinism and di-
vision by attacking the Negro
people; blaming the Communists in
an effort to arouse red-baiting and
anti-Soviet feelings.

The purpose behind it all is to
prevent national unity and the for-
mation of a national front of the
American people against Hitlerism
and fascism.

II. Who Is Responsible?

We must be clear on two things:
where shall responsibility be placed
for the present difficulties? Are
priorities necessary?

Hitlerism and the menace of fas-
cism are responsible, first of all. Let
there be no mistake about that.
When German fascism ravaged
Europe and proceeded to destroy
the freedom of peoples and to en-
slave nation after nation, America
was also marked for slaughter. To
avoid the tragedy and tears of
many nations who today cry in
agony under the fascist boot, Amer-
ica must turn to defense, to arm, to
produce guns, tanks and airplanes.
Failure to heed the storm signals
sweeping the world would place in
jeopardy all that which our people
cherish—independence, freedom, se-
curity and liberty. America must
launch an all-out struggle against
the fascist menace, to ally with and
aid other nations and people
fighting the same enemy. America
has to build up an army, convert in-
dustrial processes to armament pro-
duction—bombers, tanks, ships.

With industry transferring from
non-defense to defense production
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and due to a temporary shortage of
essential materials, priorities be-
came necessary. A temporary dislo-
cation in industry was inevitable—
but not necessarily of an acute or
prolonged nature. Even a certain
sacrifice may be necessary, for few
auto workers will insist upon main-
tenance of passenger production at
the expense of protecting the nation.
Auto workers are ready to sacrifice.
They are ready to undergo the
worst temporary suffering and de-
privation, if necessary, to smash the
fascist enemy. They understand that
their British, Russian and Chinese
brothers are making far greater
sacrifices at this time.

Auto workers are for the destruc-
tion of Hitlerism, and for national
defense. They properly feel them-
selves guardians of democracy and
ready to stand guard to see that the
defense program succeeds.

But the auto workers also know
that while priorities are necessary
and certain temporary adverse
effects are inevitable, such effects
can be cut to a minimum and made
less painful, the number of sacri-
fices greatly minimized. Sacrifices
because of monopoly control and
sabotage they properly refuse to
make. They also know that the in-
tent of priorities—effective defense
—can be speedily achieved if there
is a policy based on the national
interest.

This kind of policy would under-
take all measures to minimize dis-
locations; carry through a rapid
change-over of plant facilities for
defense production by a serious
program of retooling and reequip-
ping. Lay-offs would be temporary
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for there would be steady re-em-
ployment in and transfer to newly
created defense production plants.
Shortages of vital materials would
diminish for new sources would be
opened up, waste prevented and
corruption eradicated.

The aluminum, steel, copper and
other monopolies, who are greatly
responsible for this shortage, would
be severely dealt with. The working
of O.P.M., S.P.AB, S.P.A.C.S. would
be improved and the grip of profit-
seeking monopolists broken. Ex-
pansion of mnew plant facilities
would be stimulated. Defense con-
tracts would not be bottlenecked in
the hands of a few corporations but
allocated so as to prevent disloca-
tion and closures of small concerns.
There would be national and re-
gional planning of materials and
productive capacity, and no idle
men, machinery and unused re-
sources. Labor and the trade unions
would not be excluded from full
and official participation with gov-
ernment and management in all as-
pects of defense and production and
planning. Workers’ conditions and
standards would not be impaired.

This kind of policy is not in force
in auto today. One of an exactly op-
posite kind is in force. It is spon-
sored by monopolistic corporations
who strive to use the defense pro-
gram and peril of the nation for
purposes of profiteering, advancing
their interest at the expense of the
workers and the nation.

‘While Hitlerism is responsible for
the need of the defense program
these monopolists are responsible
for sabotaging it. To them, our
people’s security and defense
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against Hitlerism are secondary
considerations. They are patriotic
when patriotism pays big.

Every serious and constructive
proposal made by the U.AW,,
which tries diligently to protect its
members and the defense program,
has been either blockaded by these
monopolists, or adopted against
their wishes. How do the monopo-
lies view defense?

They are not allowing any ex-
pansion of new productive facilities,
unless, of course, the government
itself builds plants and turns them
over to the corporations to operate
for their own profit. They oppose
expansion for fear it would increase
production, lower prices, affect mo-
nopoly profits, and stimulate small
business competition. Moreover, it
removes their fear of idle capacity
after the war. And profits are fine
now—so what?

They are for concentrating de-
fense production into existing plant
facilities, and yet deliberately delay
the converting of such plants for
real defense production by a refusal
to retool and remachine, or to co-
ordinate on an industry-wide basis
all tooling facilities, which would
insure the maximum use of skilled
workers.

They claim that reequipping of
plant facilities for defense work is
too costly. Still, almost any worker
in any plant in Michigan can
specifically indicate where and how
some kind of defense work can be
introduced into that plant with only
a few additions to equipment. An
example of this is the G.M. Tern-
stedt and Chevrolet Drop Forge
plants in Detroit.
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They hold the bulk of all de-
fense orders, where thousands of
small concerns which serve as feed-
ers to the larger plants are forced
to close down for a lack of defense
orders or a lack of materials to
continue non-defense production.
Detroit newspapers estimate 90 per
cent of such concerns are faced with
closure. Facts show that 75 per cent
of the defense orders are in the
hands of fifty-six corporations,
while 3,200 counties in the U.S. have
been left untouched by defense or-
ders and small plants are idle.

They shed crocodile tears for the
defense program but evidence shows
that in the last twelve months their
primary concern has been the har-
vesting of record profits on regular
automobile sales, and an utter neg-
lect of defense. This has meant a
diversion of equipment, of skilled
labor, of engineering staffs, and
management attention from defense
problems. Otherwise, the conver-
sion could have been worked out
without creating mass unemploy-
ment, for as auto production was
reduced, it would be replaced by de-
fense production, providing an im-
mediate defense job for every dis-
placed worker. With good reason
can the Detroit News complain “the
great arsenal which Detroit has be-
come is still not working at produc-
tive capacity.”

They blame the lack of materials,
and priority restrictions over avail-
able material, but vigorously op-
pose the Murray Plan, which is the
C.1.0. solution for eliminating this
bottleneck and sabotage. The Mur-
ray Plan would help break the hold
of the aluminum, copper, steel
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monopolies and release a flow of
materials.

They pay lip service to defense
production but Detroit workers can
point to a whole series of negligent-
ly produced articles, so imperfect as
to be rejected by the government,
and to “slow-downs” by various
“defense” employers.

They have shown small concern
in the big job of retraining, regis-
tration, classifying and transferring
the laid-off to defense work; or for
seniority rights, for reemployment,
for union contracts and standards.

In Dodge, the Chrysler Tank and
Arsenal job in Detroit, the company
disregarded seniority, hired people
off the streets, discriminated against
the laid-off Negro Dodge workers,
and later against the white Dodge
workers. A strike threat by the
local was necessary to stop it.

In Packard, the union newspaper
charges “it has been a source of
general dissatisfaction among seni-
ority men on cars that the company
was highly reluctant to give them
transfers to aircraft, even though
openings from time to time oc-
curred. It was repeatedly charged
by the union, with considerable
evidence, that new men were hired
in off the street for defense work.”

In Buick (Chicago) the company
started to hire a force of 20,000
workers off the street, from W.P.A,,
C.CC., NYA, and on an anti-
Semitic and Jim Crow basis, while
refusing to introduce defense work
in existing General Motors plants.

That is why the auto workers face
the need of combining the struggle
against Hitlerism with an equally
energetic defense of their economic
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interests, by combating the monop-
olist saboteurs of national defense.
Then the automobile industry will
be the arsenal of democracy.

III. Some Immediate Needs

The following is not a compre-
hensive program but represents the
minimum of what can be done now.

1. The 11 point program adopted
by the Buffalo Convention and sub-
sequent U.A.W. measures are real-
istic and need greater application.

2. The Murray Plan should be
adopted at once. A step in this di-
rection has been taken by setting up
an O.P.M.-U.A.W.-employer com-
mittee to deal directly with the un-
employment problems. Even in its
present limited sphere the good be-
ginnings of this committee in set-
tling transfers to defense jobs on a
seniority basis indicate its potential
effectiveness. The U.AW. Emer-
gency TUnemployment Committee
and locals will have to energetical-
ly enforce these provisions. But a
committee of far broader powers is
needed to guarantee full use of in-
dustry facilities and a rapid transi-
tion to all-out defense production.
Through such a committee these
essential steps should be taken:

(a) a full inventory of raw mate-
rials and tools available throughout
the industry;

(b) Allocation and subletting of
contracts to the hundreds of small
firms who have been unable to se-
cure defense work;

(¢) Coordination of men and ma-
chines in the industry to speed re-
tooling of auto plants for defense
work. There are tremendous re-
sources of unused machine tools and
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skilled labor. Proper organization of
this power is the key to increasing
many times the rate at which de-
fense jobs are being created.

(d) A special inventory commit-
tee should be established to investi-
gate and assure that all important
metals that were bought in anticipa-
tion of metal shortages are put to
immediate use for defense purposes.

3. Extra shifts could be instituted
in defense industry, which means
three or even four shifts and seven
days per week if necessary. It is
estimated this will place about 25
per cent of the laid-off. In Chrysler
Tank and Arsenal plant this would
result in reemployment of six to
seven thousand workers. Employers’
arguments about overtime and
double-time pay are invalid because
they have been making greater
profits despite overtime pay, and
because management, machinery,
and taxes are the same, and the
continued movement of production
saves necessary material to start.
There will be no lack of a supervis-
ory force, for labor has plenty of
capable people for promotion.

4. If employment falls, the thirty-
two-hour week, in most contracts,
could be instituted to take care of
another 10 per cent of the laid-off.

5. Vocational training should be
conducted in order to give those
men with less seniority a chance to
train for skilled labor while receiv-
ing unemployment compensation.

6. Request for a special session
of Legislatures to take up the prob-
lem of paying compensation funds
at the rate of $25 per week from
the first day of the lay-off and ex-
tending payments beyond the six-
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teen weeks. In Michigan this com-
mission has $110,000,000 frozen and
has paid out only $10,000,000 in the
last eight months.

7. Active cooperation of hundreds
of thousands of auto workers is
essential if monopoly sabotage and
unemployment are to be checked.
Community-wide conferences of
auto workers will help develop a
broad understanding of the problem
locally and in the industry. In large
corporations like General Motors,
Chrysler, etc., conferences of an in-
dustry-wide nature could help con-
cretize measures on a scale embrac-
ing all employees of the given cor-
poration. There should also be
community conferences, involving
labor, the city, small business men,
etc.,, to jointly deal with the local
problem. The meeting held in Chi-
cago, representing 1,500 mayors,
unionists and business men, is a
model for other regions. Towns,
cities and communities should also
launch local projects to help take
up the slack, as new schools, sewers,
clinics, and other necessary civic
improvements.

8. There should be a moratorium
on F.H.A. loans, on rents and debts
during the period of temporary lay-
offs. The rise in the cost of living
should be combated everywhere.

9. And necessary above every-
thing is unity of the auto workers
and their leadership around the vi-
tal program of defending America
by smashing Hitlerism, by all-out
aid to the U.S.S.R., Great Britain
and China, linked with the defense
of their economic interests and the
stability of their organization.
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This ‘authoritative life story of Joseph Stalin, leader of the
Soviet Union and of the Bolshevik Party, provides the best general

account of the practical and theoretical contributions made by

Stalin to the success of the October Revolution of 1917, and to
the subsequent building of socialism on one-sixth of the world.

Starting with Stalin's childhood and youth, this biography
traces his activities as a revolutionary in his naﬁve Georgia, bis
meeting and lifelong collaboration with V. L Lenin, his many
arrests and years of exile at the hands of fhe tsarist police, his
role during the February and October Revolutions, his brilliant
military leadership during the civil war and the war of interven-
tion. It describes Stalin's successful fight to carry through the
Five-Year Plans, the collectivization and mechanization of agricul-
ture, the building of a powerful Red Army and Navy. It deals
also with- Stalin's great contributions in the realm of Marxist-
Leninist theory, particularly on the questions of the state, the
victory of socialism in a single country, and on the national
question, :

The criminal assault of Hitler Germany against ' the Soviet
Union, and Stalin's active leadership in the war against Hitlerism,
lend added weight and interest to this biographical study.
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