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Baer-Faced Blasphemy.

Coar DeacoN: ‘O Lord! We thank Thee that Thou hast in Thy wisdom given to us dominion over the
earth and appointed us to care for those whom Thou hast called to a less exalted position, we—"
ANGEL MicHAEL: ‘‘To Hell, Hypocrite !”’
I



OR truthless ages, such as
ours,
Hath pitying time held
Bruges fast—
Fair dream of free and faith-
ful work,
Sweet city of a noble past.
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Where ancient mills still grind the
corn,
And crown the ramparts, there we
stood,
And talked of Bruges’ golden age,
And labor’s better brotherhood.

Just then the hanging clouds caught
fire,
From the descending winter sun;
And flames of purpling crimson rose,
Like doom of Rome or Babylon.

Yet not of judgment spoke the flames,
Nor of an earth redeemed by fire,

THE COMRADE.

In Bruges Town.

By GEORGE D. HERRON.

As Bruges, flame-enfolded,: showed
Her pride of tower and lighted spire.

As we stood there, in her good past,
Her market-place, her Lac d’Amour,

Her ivy-walled canals and halls,
Foresaw we towns made labor-pure:

Towns built by art of comrade-love,
The dreams of love made wood and
stone,
Brave symphonies of common work
That all the common life intone;

Towns that are joyous to the sun,
With no might but the lover’s might,
Purer than New Jerusalems,
With no light but the lover’s light;

Their labor but the fellowship
And overflow of comrade-life—

Labor that is the song of truth,
Labor that has forgotten strife.

LE LAC D'AMOUR.

And, while we watched, the
winter winds
Brought hope and healing
on their wings,
Bearing a love-prayer to osr
souls,
Banishing thoughts of judg-
ment-things.

We prayed the winds to bear
away
The mind that but remem-
bers wrong:

THE PALACE QF JUSTICE AND THE HOTEL O VILLE.
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THE CANAL.

To bring the mind that knows

but love,
And gift us with the sun’s
love-song.
Then, far beyond the kindled
sky,
From out the urgent calling
west,
We saw the comrade-future
smile,
The world in love, the raceat
rest.



THE COMRADE.

6/Hre Women’s National Socialist Union.

By WENONAH STEVENS ABBOTT.

OME of us who write for the daily press
receive many letters from women who have
a vague interest in industrial conditions, but
no real knowledge of the system underlying
them. Some of these inquirers are willing
to investigate the need ‘for a Co-operative
Commonwealth; but they are as yet mere
sentumentansts, having no logical reason for the little faith
that is in them, and therefore are not fit material to admit to
the party organization if they would join it, which is doubtful.
They are a class in themselves, potentially valuable and worth
aiding (even from the selfish point of view), though not at
present available for active service.

There is a second class, composed of the wives of those So-
cialists who believe that women should not attend the business
mectings of the Locals, which also needs practical help if the
women are to be fitted to train their sons.

And there is a third great class: the slumbering mothers!

Now, a mother may resist a plea for humanity in general.
She may consider herself too old to investigate any new line
of thought and therefore resent
having her contented apathy dis-
turbeg. It is possible that even
an appeal for her husband’s wel-
fare will not arouse her—unless
she has seen him desperate be-
cause of conditions pertaining to
labor—but few indeed refuse to
listen to that which affects their
children. And by the same tok-
en, the appeal to the mother nat-
ure dormant in every woman, if
reinforced by logical training—
will bring forth the strongest fac-
tor ever entered in a political rev-
olution.

How is the appcal to be made?
How are we to win them to sys-
tematic study? Not by using our
party tactics, though these work
admirably with men and such
women as live more in the men-
tal than the emotional nature.
We may theorize as we will of
the equality granted women in
our party and the results thereof, but the stubborn fact re-
mains that there are hundreds of capable women in the coun-
try who believe that Socialism is just and right, yet kave not
and will not join the political organization.

It is useless to deny that the average woman is no longer
simply a human soul: she is by training and heredity, first,
last, and always, Woman, and all else is incidental. ~ When
she knows what she wants, she will set to work intelligently
to obtain it; but her first need is knowledge—knowledge of
existing conditions, under which she ignorantly suffers and
dooms her children to suffer; knowledge of the steps by which
these conditions can be changed. This knowledge must pre-
cede the desire for change, for comparatively few are the cases
where knowledge is spontaneously sought.

A newspaper woman, realizing the grave need of an asso-
ciation in which women could be taught to teach others, set
to work to organize such a training school, enlisting many
who have long been active in the Socialist cause. The pre-
liminary work was slow ; but from the first the ultimate good
of this movement has been assured, because the need was
great and the very nature of our political organization made
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it unfit to undertake this special education of women and
children.

We grant the unity of the Socialist movement, but there
are many factors contained in that composite unit and the
time is near at hand when women will be regarded as one of
the most important. Of course the Union accentuates the class
struggle, since it is a fact that should not be shirked, but we
deal with it especially as it affects women—women as workers,
the wives of workers, or the mothers of workers.

There is no force in the world to-day more regenerative
than the influence of womanhood, and no force that makes
more strongly for the petrifaction of all budding aspirations
than this same influence wrongly directed. Hundreds of babes
—born and unborn—are being saturated with woman’s nar-
rowmindedness, hundreds of youths educated in false paths
which it will take a vast amount of work to change; so, aside
from the certainty that women will yet be voters, we must
labor to free their minds in order that the awful weight of
conservatism may be lifted from children’s brains.

The tree of life will not bring forth perfect sociological
fruit while women, who are its
root, are dwarfed by false ideas.

Believing that the time has
come when women must arouse
from their lethargy and accept
the burden of responsibility to
their weaker sisters and the gen-
erations vet unborn, the members
of the Union stand pledged: To
teach the principles of the higher
industrial system called the Co-
operative Commonwealth; to en-
list women in the advancement of
these principles in every practi-
cal way that may present itself ;
to educate the young in these
truths; to form a better public
sentiment ; and to do all in their
power, individually and collec-
tively, to bring about that uni-
versal co-operation founded up-
on the golden rule of love and
justice, which shall take the place
of competitive strife and discord.

It is well known that, even in
war, women work best as scouts and irregulars, and, aside
from any question of endurance, do most effective service
when free to take their own initiative. Being, then, consti-
tutionally best fitted to work along original lines, it is to be
expected that each local Union will adopt its own methods
to reach the ends sought.

In a general way it may be said that most local Unions
will conduct three kinds of class work: one for women, in
which they may receive drill in parliamentary usage, study
the evolution of society, government and our industrial sys-
tem, in the light of effects on the toiler, and fit themselves for
active service as Socialist propagandists; another for youths,
who follow an adaptation of the first two lines outlined for
women, and such extra work as each Union may decide; a
third for very young children, who are taught bits of Socialist
verse, songs, dialogues and stories showing the great broth-
erhood of Nature. ’

The Union is open to any woman endorsing the principles
of Socialism, who subscribes to the constitution and pays the
very moderate fees. Men may also become honorary members.





































































