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The present-issue of The Comrade differs
from preceding ones in that it devotes all its.
space to’one subject only, the International
Socialist Congress, recently held at Amster-
dam. We had intended to treat of other sub-
jects but it was found necessary to make
room for the Congress matter, if anything
like a comprehensive report was to be placed
before our readers. Our American Socialist
weeklies could print very little about the con-
gress, nearly all of their space being taken
up by campaign matter. Under these circum-
stances our readers will, no doubt, welcome
this issue of our magazine as a very appro-
priate one. Especially the great debate on
tactics is worth their attention. One of the
strongest features of the Socialist movement
is its internationalism and we think that this
issue contains much that is designed to foster
the growth of that spirit of world wide prole-
tarian unity.

Our next issue will contain a great variety
of matter. Among other articles there will
be one by Karl Kautsky: “T'o what extent is
the Communist Manifesto obsolete?”; fur-
thermore a review of the doings of the
German party congress. Comrade Wentworth
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ght 1904, The Comrade Co-operative
tered at the New York Post Office as

will continue his monthly review of current
events, which, as many letters show us, are

fully appreciated by our readers.
T

We have in preparation and shall publish in
a few weeks a fourth edition of Principles of
Scientific Socialism, by Charles H. Vail, and a
fifth edition of Modern Socialism by the same
well known author. Both books are counted
among the standard works of American So-
cialist Literature. They have been out of
print for some time, but the continuous
demand for them, duc to the excellence of
these Socialist texthbooks, has caused us to
make arrangements for new editions. Our
sharcholders can obtain these books at a dis-
count of 40 per cent. Below we print a table
of their contents, which will convince our
readers that no more helpful books can be
found for a systematic study of Socialism.
Of former. editions hundreds of copics have
been sold to classes engaged in such studies.
Every reader of The Comrade should pro-
cure a copy of each of these hooks for him-
self and also recommend them to his friends
and to his organization. Send your order
now.
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By Rev. CHARLES H. VAIL.
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The Times and Their Tendencies

The elusive From the inner circles of the Republican and Demo-
Coin cratic parties comes the dreary cry that they are in

sore financial need. The politicians, after having ex-
erted themselves to the utmost to secure “safe and sonnd” platforms for
both parties, and safe and sound candidates also; now find that their
very conservative desires may prove their undoing.

For now that_the element of scare has been eliminated and the
fear of the capitalist class quieted in regard to both candidates, the
capitalists refuse to produce the usual campaign fund. Why should
they loosen up just for the hungry politicians, so long as they don’t care
whether they have Roosevelt or Parker?

.In 1896 and in 1900 the Republican politicians had all the money at
thelr.dlsposal they wanted. The free silver idea scared the creditors
and it was an easy matter to get big contributions out of concerns
which never before had contributed liberally. The printing and the
postage bills of the Republican national committee in those two cam-
paigns were prodigious. Tons opon tons of literature were sent broad-
cast over the country and spellbinders were staked to the limit. It took
immense sums of money, but they were readily forthcoming.

But now it is different. No one fears free silver. The famous
Parker telegram has convinced the capitalists that the Democratic can-
didate has a perfect fit whenever he sees a silver dollar, so they breathe
freel%r‘ on that score.

he fact that exploiters like Belmont control Parker is absolutely
reassuring. The big corporations know that if there were any menace to
financial interests Belmont would be one of the first to cry wolf. They
know through Belmont that Parker is as friendly as Roosevelt and so
they have no anxiety on that score.

Now they cannot be expected to loosen up their purses when they
are not scared. Their generosity is always based on calculation, and
when there is no necessity for paying they won’t pay, thank you. So
this year they are taking the advice they are always giving the workers:
—to save their money; only they themselves are saving other peoples’.

It is definitely stated in a cheerfully unblushing manner by the
Wall street Journal that “some corporations will give sparingly to both
commiftees so as to be sure to put the winner under obligations.” But
from all sources it seems agreed that the campaign fund of neither
party will come up to expectations.

DavisBrothers As a financial investment Uncle Henry Davis has
d Co proven a disappointment, and the Democratic donkey
an . is already braying for the fodder it was anticipating.
The Democratic managers were counting on getting $350,000 each out
of Uncle Henry and Uncle Tom Davis, which latter is the Democratic
nominee for Congress from the second district of West Virginia; but
they are now beginning to fear that the $50,000, which each has already
contributed is to be all they will get out of these crafty old persons.

They are beginning to believe that they might have nominated
some one not so rich who was more generous and hadn’t so many
hungry relatives waiting for him to die.

All the relatives of the aged candidate have expressed themselves
as opposed to his contributing large sums for campaign purposes, which
is quite natural as in a few years they expect to be spending this ill-got
gain themselves.

It is naively given out that neither Mr. Candidate Davis nor his
brother have any faith in the ability of politicians to spend money
judiciously.

When Thomas Davis sold his railway and coal interests to the
Goulds three years ago he received $7,500,000. He gave $25,000 to each
of his nephews and nieces and told them to report in five years upon
the disposition they had made of the money. Then, he said, he would
make his will. It is stated by the Wall street press that he has $3,000,-
000 on deposit with financial institutions in New York that he can draw
in cash at any moment. A man who is so industrious and sober that
he can save three million dollars out of his daily wages is surely an
example for the growing youth of the country. They say that the
brothers always occupy the same room at hotels. Thus do we save,
and grow rich!

. The candidate for the Vice-Presidency is a devoted churchman and
neither drinks nor smokes. So there! That kind of a man is always
“blessed by God.” A Sunday-school type of mind is seldom led astray.
It is not often that a man of this provident character is greviously
robbed as John D. Rockefeller Jr. was robbed the other day. A soul-
less corporation got a dollar out of him. He had left orders that tele-
grams should be telephoned to his country place at Pocantico Hills, just
to save delivery charges. But when a message came and the Rockefel-
ler telephone would not work, the Western Union sent a messenger
from Tarrytown: three miles. The dollar was paid by the junior
Rockefeller’s man, but when he found it out the Sunday-school teacher
spat blue fire. “Why,” said he, “I can get a man to work all day for

$1.25.” Yea!
Federal The Democrats, hard pressed for something to talk
Interference about in their bogus campaign, are now harking back

: to the capitalist anarchy in Colorado and asking why
the President didn’t take a hand in things in that state. Parker himself
started the discussion and if he is'nt careful he will get the rank and
file to talking upon a real issue. But what the Democrats say is not
half so interesting as the defense put up by the Republicans to justify
the action of Roosevelt in ignoring the situation. For example, Repre-
sentative McCleary of Minnesota declared in a recent speech:

_“There was one thing that surprised me, and that was the unfair,
undignified way Judge Parker alluded to the Colorado troubles. He
said, without saying so in just so many words, that the president ought
to take a hand in the situation out there. He knows very well. as
does every other intelligent person in the country, that the president
cannot lawfully interfere out there. If he did he would certainly lay
himself open to the charge of imperialism and overriding the law that
the judge makes against him in another part of his speech. Such a
charge as that proves the judge to be a man of much smaller calibre
than T thought him to be. It is a piece of very small politics, to say
the least.”

Now we will all agree as to the small calibre of Judge Parker. He
is too unmagnetic to arouse any enthusiasm whatever. The Democratic
campaign is so dead that already Democratic papers like the Boston
Herald are suggesting that the Judge retire from the race. But Mr.
McCleary cannot justify Roosevelt’s political cowardice by pointing out
the littleness of Judge Parker. Tt is not true at all that “every intel-
ligent person knows the president could not interfere out there.”

Even if there were no law in the case the blustering executive’s “big
stick” which he shook over Columbia in the Panama matter ought to be
}zig enough to shake over Colorado. But there is law to justify inter-

erence.

The Minnesota congressman had better read the Constitution. The
14th amendment says: “All persons born or naturalized in the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the state in which they reside. No state shall make or
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges and immunities of
citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person
of life, liberty or property without due process of law; nor deny to any
person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”

Roosevelt takes vath to support the Constitution, and the words
of the Constitution are clear. If ever the rights of citizens were
trampled upon, making federal action justifiable such was the case in
Colorado. It is not from want of lawful authority that Roosevelt failed
to check the reign of mob and military violence in that state.

Roosevelt did not interfere in Colorado for exactly the same reason
that in the A. R. U. strike in Chicago Cleveland did interfere. Roose-
velt’s non-action and Cleveland’s action were consistently class-
conscious. In Chicago where labor had licked capital the big stick of
Cleveland had to be used to beat labor back to its kennel; but in Colo-
rado where Capital had licked labor by using the whole legislative, ex-
ecutive and judicial outfit to do it, no interference is required; every-
thing is quite satisfactory to the Capitalist class.

One trembles to think how Capitalist shrieks for law and order and
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the president’s big stick would have rent the air if it had been the work-
ing class which directed the local courts and executive in Colorado.

The beaten, scourged, bull-penned and exiled workers of the state
called upon the president to use his big stick to protect them, under the
constitution he had sworn to uphold; but what are oaths and public
responsibilities when they collide with class interests? When Mr. Mc-
Cleary of Minnesota says that Judge Parker is a small man, playing
small politics he speaks the truth: but why should he withhold the
further truth that his own candidate: Theodore Roosevelt is a rene-
gade to his public trust: and a proven moral coward?

The Influence It is astonishing how the influence of one man in a
of One conspicuous public position.can warp all moral judg-
y . ments and debauch public sentiment. The violence
in Colorado is but a reflex of the president’s own personality, and the
violent demonstrations that attend so many of the present differences
between labor and capital are superinduced by Roosevelt's own teach-
ings. He has taught the vulgar doctrine that brute-force is the supreme
moral monitor. He has exemplified it by his actions. Through his
teachings and example he has let loose the passions of the country
which reason was beginning to curb. It is because this man Roosevelt
is an essentially lawless and unrestrained character, and that he has
been held up as the incarnation of the American spirit, that all about
us crop out the manifestations of lawlessness. He is the justification of
the big stick: and when constituted authority uses the big stick in de-
fiance of constituted processes, it does not take the mob long to learn its
lesson. Conditions themselves in this country are precipitating bitter
class animosity which is always easy to translate into violence, and
when the most conspicuous citizen of a republic stands for irresponsible
force and arbitrary action it is not long before his admirers develope
a quick readiness to appeal to the power of force and arms. It is
really the Roosevelt spirit that has been rough-riding in Colorado. And
yet such is the power of a dominant class-conscious press, that in the
event of violence meeting violence, the odium falls inevitably upon the
working class. This fact makes Theodore Roosevelt the most danger-
ous citizen of the republic, and the most menacing influence against any
peaceful solution of the social problem. To the Socialist, who is the
man of peace, the man who hates violence because no progress can
come by that road, Roosevelt cannot fail to be a disturbing and distres-
sing object. He may be an enjoyable personality to lovers of strenuosity
and the might-makes-right kind of man; but to thoughtful persons he
is the arch-enemy of the law and order, he is always prating about, an
irresponsible, illbalanced, undeveloped animal who is leading the re-
public into volcanic conditions fundamentally threatening to the world’s
peaceful balance.

Roosevelt is not constructive; he is essentially destructive, and the
accident of his position gives to his teachings and example a disastrous
influence, comparable only to that of an 18th century highwayman over
his lawless followers.

Sowing Even in the absence of lawless things from those
the Wind high in authority it is difficult for the philosophic

% e I mind to figure out how a readjustment of social con-
ditions can be brought about in a wholly peaceful spirit. It is not to
be supposed that the plundering of the small investors of the middle
class by syndicate promoters during the past half dozen years is to
have no retributive effect. When the middle class man, beaten at the
game of plunder is forced to make common cause with the workers he
brings with him a bitterness much more intense than that of the work-
ers who have never been crowded from any higher level. Through the
exposures of Thomas W. Lawson in Everybody’s magazine the middle
class gamblers who lost their petty fortunes in the Rockefeller stocks,
now are made to see that the Rockefellers held marked cards and that
it was not an open gambling game.

Mr. Lawson tells how he saw with his own eyes the performances
at the orgy where the “general investing public” was made drunk with
the spirit of “prosperity,” and then had its pocket picked.

It is the fear of this eminent financier that the country has been
sown to a most promising crop of socialist thought and action by the
proceedings of the trust promoters. He cannot believe that less radical
consequences can follow from such acts of robbery as the Boston gas
disclosures bring out, as shown in the admissions of men related to the
Amalgamated copper deal where tens of millions of dollars were
scooped up at a single stroke, and as revealed in the ship-building trust
collapse.

Then there is the United States steel corporation which illustrates
the mode of a game which has the whole country for a table and the in-
vesting middle class for its stakes.

The common stock at this writing is below $15 a share, which
draws attention to this scheme for crowding the petty middle class
capitalists into the ranks of the proletariat.

Some of the “most-trusted financiers” of the country were the
operators of this game where all the dice were loaded.

What they did was to issue over $500,000,000 of stock representing
no invested value whatever except the paper it was printed on. Then
they began to pay dividends on this common stock of paper value to
fool the public into buying it. The appealing power of the dividends
and the confidence in the great names identified with the transaction

led the little capitalists to pay as high as $50 a share for these pieces of
paper. More than two hundred million dollars were taken out of the
pockets of the middle class by this one deal alone. Never before in the
whole history of the world has such a stupendous scheme of robbery
been planned and successfully executed. Two hundred millions of dol-
lars, reaped by a few men means the financial ruin of hundreds of
thousands of the middle class in whose hearts are thus sown the
seeds of bitterness and hatred. The retributive consequences in the
final working out of such an extraordinary robbery must be commen-
surately heavy; and in this retribution whatever form it may take it
is likely that the men who are responsible for it will participate.

The Middle . s
Cl can be wiped out by a few deft strokes in public

ass _finance without any protest whatever from Congress
or the State legislatures it becomes sufficiently clear that the Democra-

When one realizes that the middle class in America

tic party no longer represents even the little capitalists. Under Mr.
Bryan’s influence it did stand for the middle class; but now the
middle class has no public representation whatsoever. That such

stupendous frauds in finance as are now coming to light can pass with-
out the perpetrators of them being put behind the bars, proves that the
middle class is now too impotent to enforce its own laws. The whole
burden of maintaining individual liberty now falls upon the working
class. There is no force or influence in the United States today, out-
side of the working class that is above derision. The state legislatures
even when not wholly in the service of High Finance do not dare to
make a single effort for the relief of their'middle class constituents.
Their impotence and worthlessness is well exemplified by the Georgia
legislature which has just closed its summer session. In the fifty days
of its deliberation it raised the governor’s salary from $3000 to $5000,
the salaries of the supreme court judges from $3000 to $4000, and the
salaries of the superior court judges from $2000 to $3000. Then it re-
fused to adopt the Australian ballot system, and adjourned.

It would seem in the face of such absurd sessions as this, that the
country were better off without legislative assemblies. But institutions
are either bad or good according to their use. It is possible for the
working class to elect legislators that shall find more to do than to
spend fifty days of salaried time, in raising the pay of legal function-
aries and defeating the demand for a secret ballot. It lies in the
power of the workers to elect legislatures who will check the im-
perialistic depredations of such men as Peabody in Colorada.

If the workers do not realize this, at least the Capitalists do. Papers
like the Boston Herald are already sounding a warning note. In a re-
cent issue of that journal appeared an editorial of which the following
is an extract:

“One great impending mischief is that Colorado is thus furnishing
an example that other states may imitate. The conditions for a
similar civil war exist in every state having large industries and a large
labor union population. Are the conflicts that arise between employers
and employed to be settled in this way everywhere? Will other gover-
nors undertake to treat strikes as rebellion and to suppress labor unions
by similar strenuous means, holding that one party has no rights and
the other has all license to oppose it, even to the extent of substituting
martial law for civil law and lending the military authority to support
the unlawful action of mobs composed of gentlemen of property and
standing? Suppose some state should at such a time have a governor
like former Gov. Waite of Colorado, and that he should take the work-
ingmen’s side, instead of the employers’ side, what would prevent him
from forcibly interrupting all business that was not conducted accord-
ing to the workingmen’s ideas of justice and deporting the proprietors
who objected? The Colorado example is a dangerous one.”

Aye, to be sure. The lawless servants of capitalism had best go
slow in their rough-riding. Two sides can play at that game.

i 'tary Down at historic Manassas the brave soldiers of the
'r.he.Mlh nation have been indulging in the fiercest kind of
Picnic mimic slaughter. General Corbin has been dashing
about the field in an automobile and each day’s victory has been celebra-
ted by the officers of both warring camps getting together in full dress
to dine with the ladies. The privates are fed in their usual mess: —
and don’t complain. The government went to the expense of digging
thirty wells on the battle-field, but it is not reported that they were used
very much — except for wash-water. One would think that the tales
or carnage which come to us from the seat of war in the East would
leave little stomach for these scenes of picnic killing. The spectacle
of hundreds of thousands of people who have no quarrel killing each
other in the interest of their exploiters makes one wonder if we are
not in the dark ages indeed. It is all for a market! that the capitalists
may control a market! that those thousands of Russian and Japanese
peasants are pouring out their life blood.

And it is because there is a contingent of this same capitalist class in
America that all this money is being spent here at home to equip these
men to fight. Right here at Manassas we have the two cla§ses clearly
exemplified in the officers’ dining in full dress with the ladies and the
men fed like cattle at the crib. . .

It is the working class that makes the common soldier, and in the
army he is regarded as the working class is regarded whereever it may
be — as an inferior.
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The Sixth International Socialist Congress

T was a great gathering. It was virtually a Parlia-
ment of the World. It was far in advance of the
London Congress from the point of view of order,
business, and organization. Of course, there are
some who think there is room for improvement,
and they undoubtedly are right. But when we re-
member that every speech has to be translated
twice after delivery; that there are present repre-
sentatives of some twenty nationalities wide as the

Poles asunder in temperament, in development, in experience, in

methods of conducting business; that the gatherings are held only

once in three or four years, so that the experience gained at one ia
lost before the next is due, we must marvel that they go so smoothly.”

This is the opinion of the Labour Leader, the well-known English
Socialist paper, about the International Souahst Congress, held at Am-
sterdam, Holland, from August 14, to August 20.

Karl Kautsky, the great theoretician of Socialism, expresses him-
self just as enthusiastic in the Necue Zeit.

“A splendid congress! There are few national party conventions,
there is no international congress that has left an impression equally
satisfactory, elevating, inspiring.”

Harry Quelch, writing in the Clarion, declares that the Congress
has undoubtedly heen the best conducted, the hest attended, and the
most successful of the series. Regarding the five preceding congresses
he says:

“At the 1889 Congress, held in Paris, the differences between the
French sections were so great that, instead of one Congress there were
two held. At the next, that held in 1891 in Brussels, the Anarchists
gave some little trouble, as they did also at the Zurich Congress in
1893, and at that held in London in 1896. There the Anarchist trouble
culminated and ended; but when the Congress met in Paris in 1900
the French Party, w]nuh had some time previously composed its differ-
ences, was in the throes of a crisis caused by the acceptance of office by
Millerand. There was a tremendous quarrel hetween the Frenchmen
over this matter, upon which they divided into two opposing camps, and
sought to fight the quarrel out in the International Congress. The
Congress, however, refused to pass judgment upon the Millerand case
in particular, and contented itself with l)(lsslng a lengthy resolution,
known as the Kautsky resolution, which laid down the lines of general
Socialist policy in such matters.”

At Amsterdam there were present 455 delegates, representing 25
countries, as follows: Great Britain, 101; France, 89; Germany, 68;
Belgium, 38; Holland, 33; Poland, 29; Rnssm 27; Austria, 11; Uni-
ted States, 11; Denmark, 7; Switzerland, 7; Sweden, 6; Italy. 5
Spain, 5; Hungary, 3; Bohemia, 3; Argentina, 2; Bulgaria, 2;
Norway, Canada, South Africa, Japan, and Servia, cach one.

The British delegation included 34 from the Social Democratic
Federation, 31 from the Independent Labor Party, 2 from the Labor
Representation Commnittee, 2 from the Socialist Partv of Great Britain,
6 from the Fabian S()LlLtlLs and 26 from trade unions. They sat, how-
ever, as one section, but on one or two occasions divided their vote by
common consent.

The French delegation was divided into three groups. There were

resentatives of the Socialist Party of France, commonly called the

s;  Jules Guesde and Edward Vaillant were their recognized

these form the so-called “orthodox” wing. Then there was

these con-
stitute the revisionist or ministerialist wing; not all of thcm, however,
are real Jauresists, such men as Jean Longuet forming a “left” within
the “right,” who stay with tln\ group in the hope of bringing about
unity by “horing from within." These two groups sat as seperate sec-
tions, each with one vote. . The tlnrd group, led by Jean Alleman, and
represented here by 6 ddggatu. is the Revolutionary Socialist Labor

Party; they form an “extreme left” and are advocates of the general

strike; the other groups accuse them of having Anarchistic tendencies.

The Russians were divided into three groups, bhut on somewhat
different lines. The Social Democratic Labor Party of Russia had 6
delegates, among them Plechanoff, Vera Sassulitch.  Axelrod, and Leo
Deutsch — the four who founded the party twenty years ago. The
Jewish Workingmen’s Federation, commonly called “the Bund, was

leaders; 4 !
the French Socialist Party or Jauresists, with 39 delegates;
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represented by 8 delegates; this body agrees with the preceding in
principles and was formerly included in it, but seceded about a year
ago on the question of jurisdiction over the Jewnh movement. Finally,
therce is the Revolutionary Socialist Party, which had 13 representa-
tives; they hold to the terrorist policy and lay great stress on the
guuml strike; cqually with the Allemanists of France, they are re-
proached with leaning toward Anarchism, but the charge is not
altogether just in cither case. The first and third groups cast the two
votes of Russia, the Bund being represented through the Social De-
mocrats.

Still a third delegation, that of Poland, was divided into three
parts. Here the question of Polish nationality is a source of disagree-
ment — some advocating and working for the re-establishment of
Polish national independence, while others hold that the Socialists in
the three fragments of old Poland ought to. affiliate with the Russian,
Austrian, and German party organizations.

The British dependencies — Canada, Australia, and South Africa—
were recognized as constituting a nation, with two votes.

Among the British delegates was one who ought be regarded as in
some sense a representative of India — Mr. Dabadhai Naoroji, an aged
Hindu, who has lived in England for many years and whose writings
on the subject of British misgovernment in India are known all over
the world.

* *k *
Opening of The magnificent Concert Hall of Amsterdam
presented an animated appearance_as the delegates
the CO“SI'%S of the different nationalities assembled at ten o’clock

on Sunday morning. The platform, on which were seated the members
of the International Bureau, was fronted by a long red-covered table,
banked by magnificent rows of red geraniums and sunflowers; the
background Dbeing occupied by a screen bearing the words, in Dutch,
of the motto of the old Communist manifesto: “Workers of all Coun-
tries Unite.”

Soon after ten o'clock the Congress was opened by Van Kol, one of
the leaders of the Dutch Social-Democratic Party and one of their
deputies in the Dutch Parliament. In a few words he declared the
Congress open and called upon Troelstra, another of the Dutch depu-
ties, who, in an eloquent speech, welcomed the representatives of the
universal Socialist movement to this, the sixth International Socialist
Congress. .

The chairman then briefly referred to the Russo-Japanese war and
said_that as manifesting the mission of the Socialist movement in pro-
moting international peace, there were present on the platform as vice-
presidents of the Congress for that day a representative of Japan and a
representative of Russia. He would introduce his colleagues and com-
rades Katayama and Plechanoff. On this the two representatives of
the Dbelligerent countries of the Far East, rose, one on either side of
the chairman, and, amid tremendous enthusiasm, the whole of the de-
legates rising to their feet and cheering fnmtlcally, shook hands in
front of the chairman.

Van Kol then delivered his presidential address. He reiterated the
welcome given to delegates by Troelstra, and especially with reference to
those from Japan and Russia. Poor suffering peoples of the East, the -
one, the Japanese, crushed beneath the newly-developed capitalism, the
other, the Russian, downtrodden heneath the iron heel of an intolerant
brutal despotism.  He also extended the welcome of the Congress to
Dadabhai Naoroji, the distinguished representative of the people of
India, a people of an ancient civilization which existed when the an-
cestors of their present oppressors were muddy-blooded savages. This
Congress was representative of the whole of the world-proletariat —
Indian as well as European. He drew a comparison between the last
meeting of the Old International at The Hague, in 1872, and the pre-
sent Congress.  That was held in a_miserable hovel, surrounded by a
hostile people. Here we were meeting in a magmﬁcent hall, with de-
legates  representing millions of the working-class throughout the
world:  while even our capitalist enemies are watching with anxious
interest our doings. The differences which have existed in the past are
being climinated.  There is now practically only one division in society,
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which is thus divided into two classes, those who possess and those who
possess not, those who exploft and those who labor. Among ourselves
there was no difference of principle, only of tactics. And already we
have accomplished something in the organization of the international
proletanqt, a work which this Congress is held to promote. He con-
cluded with an appeal for unity, for the suppression of points of dif-
ference, and the promotion of points of agreement.

Katayama was then called upon to address the Congress. He said
that he felt considerable diffidence in appearing before the assembly.
It was the first time Japan had been represented at an International
Congress; and he was glad of the opportunity to join in that gather-
ing with the representatives of all countries — especially with a Rus-
sian comrade, when both the Governments of Russia and Japan are
engaged in a disgraceful war, butchering the people of both countries
in the interests of international capitalism. He was certain there was
no enmity and no quarrel between the workers of Russia and Japan,
and he was glad to be able to express this sentiment there, as he had
already expressed to his comrades at home.

The Japanese Socialist movement was first started in 1896, when
he went home after a lengthened stay in America. Then there was no
movement at all; now, though it was still small, nevertheless even the
Government press gave them credit for having 3000 adherents. They
could not test their strength in elections because, although there is
constitutional government in Japan there is the property qualification
which precludes the workers from representation. But they had had
their baptism of fire. One of their number had been imprisoned for
writing against the increased war taxes. And the movement was grow-
ing. Japanese soldiers were showing in Manchuria that they could
fight for the classes, they would show in the future that they could fight
at home for the Social Revolution. The war would help to demonstrate
the divergence of class interests; the workers could gain nothing by
the war, but afterwards they would have to pay heavily for it, and for
the pensions which the officers would have, but in which the common
soldiers would not participate. It would help on their work for the
Co-operative Commonwealth; in which they would realise the appeal
of Karl Marx, “Workers of all countries unite, you have nothing to
lose but your chains, you have a world to win.”

Plechanoff, as a vice-chairman of the Congress, expressed hearty
welcome and comradeship to his fellow vice-chairman, Katayama, the
Benjamin of the Socialist family. It was not the Russian people who
were making the war; it was their worst enemy, the Czar. His
Government followed a policy of repression and rapacity. The war
taught a grand moral; ‘it showed that if they succeeded in enslaving
others they would enslave themselves. Russia was a giant with clay
feet and Japan had lopped one of them off. It would not he long be-
fore the giant toppled over. It was French gold which was paying
the salary of the Lord High Executioner of all the Russias. But that
would not last for ever. The Socialist cause was above all and noblest
of all, since it united Japancse and Russians.

On the motion of the I'rench Socialist Party, the Congress adopted
a resolution sending fraternal greetings to the proletariat of Russia
and Japan, and calling upon the workers everywhere to oppose the ex-
tension of the war.

In the afternoon of the first day an open-air mecting' was held in
the Linneus skating-ground. There were five platforms from which
leading representatives of the various nationalities spoke.

The Work of the Congress.

First, of A resolution in favor of Women’s Suffrage was
M adopted unanimously as was also the following with
ay reference to the First of May: —

“Whereas the demonstration of the workers on the First of May
has for object the common upholding, on a fixed day, and in all the
countries where there is a modern working-class movement, of the
cause of the proletariat, especially the protection of the workers by the
eight hours’ day law; the class solidarity and the universal holiday;
and of demonstrating the unity of the working-class movement in all
countries.

“Whereas the unity of the demonstration only exists in some coun-
tries, and in others not the First of May, but the first Sunday in the
month, is celebrated.

“The Amsterdam Congress re-affirms the resolutions adopted at the
International Socialist Congresses held in Paris in 1889, in Brussels
1891, in Zurich 1893, and Paris in 1900, and invites all the Socialist par-
ties and trade unions of all countries to organize energetically the
working-class demonstrations of the First of May, in order to demand
the institution of the legal eight hours’ day, and to maintain the in-
terests of the working-class and the cause of universal peace.

“But this demonstration can be most effective only by the suspen-
sion of work on the First of May.

“The Congress, therefore, urges it upon all proletarian organiz-
ations as a duty, to strive to secure the complete stoppage of work on
May First wherever that can be done without injury to working-class
interests.”

* ok osk
Mrs. Roland-Holst, editress of the Nieuw Tijd,
General reported on behalf of the Commission on General

Strike Strike.

The Dutch Party had formulated a resolution on the subject, which
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had been adopted by the Commission. This, after considerable discus-
sion, in which several amendments were proposed and rejected, was
carried as follows: —

“The Congress declares (a) that the prime necessity for a success-
ful strike on a large scale is a strong organization and a self-imposed
discipline of the working-class; !

“That the absolute ‘general strike’ in this sense, that all workers
shall at a given moment lay down their work, would defeat its own ob-
ject, because it would render all existence, including that of the prole-
tariat, impossible; :

“And that the emancipation of the working class cannot be the re-
sult of any such sudden exertion of force, although, on the other hand,
it is quite possible that a strike which spreads over a few economically
important trades, or over a large number of branches of trade, may be
a means of bringing about important social changes, or of opposing re-
actionary designs on the rights of the workers. :

“The Congress therefore warns the workers not to allow themsel-
ves to be misled by the Anarchists, with their propaganda of the general
strike, carried on with the object of diverting the workers from the
really essential struggle which must be continued day by day by means
of the trade unions, and political action, and co-operation;

“And calls upon the workers to build up their unity and power in
the class-struggle by perfecting their organization because, if the strike
should appear at any time useful or necessary for the attainment of
some political object, its success will entirely depend on that.” ’

% % %
Colonial Van Kol of Holland, who is perhaps the best
Poli informed man on colonial affairs, reported for the
olicy Commission on Colonial Policy. The following is

the resolution as adopted : '

“That this Congress, considering the ever more costly capitalis
exploitation of an ever extended colonial territory — exploitation not
regulated and not restrained, which wastes capitals and natural riches,
exposes the ‘colonial populations to the most cruel, most terrible and
often the bloodicst oppression and serves only to aggravate the misery
of the proletariat;

“Mindful of the resolution of the Paris Congress (1900) on the Co-
lonial question and the Imperialist policy ;

“Declares that it is the duty of the national Socialist Parties and
of the Parliamentary groups:

“I. To oppose without any compromise every Imperialist or Pra-
tectionist measure, every colonial expedition, and all military expenses
for the colonies;

“2. To fight every monopoly, every concession of vast territorics,
to prevent that the wealth of the colonial territory should be appropria-
ted by the all-powerful capitalists;

“3. To denounce incessantly the deeds of oppression.of which the
natives are the victims, to obtain for them the most efficacious measures
of protection against military acts of cruelty or capitalist exploitation,
to prevent that they should be robbed of their possessions, either by
violence or by deceit; .

“4. 'To propose or to favor all that is conducive to the ameliora-
tion of the natives’ conditions of life, public works, hygienic measures,
schools, &c.; to do their utmost to withdraw them from the in-
fluence of the missionaries;

“s. To claim for the natives that liberty and autonomy, compat-
ible with their state of development, bearing in mind that the complete
emancipation of the colonies is the object to pursue;

“6. To try to bring under Parliamentary control the control of
international policy, which, as the natural consequence of the capitalist
system, is more and more influenced by financial gangs.”

On the question of Colonial Policy, S. G. Hobson moved the fol-
lowing resolution from the Commission, with special reference to
India:

“That this Congress, while recognizing the right of the inhabitants
of civilized countries to settle in regions where the people are in lower
stages of development, protests against and condemns, and urges all
Socialists to work to overthrow the capitalist system of conquering
colonisation under the capitalist regime of to-day. The results of this
system are seen in the universal oppression by the most civilized nations
of Europe — France, Germany, Holland, Belgium, England — of na-
tions who come under their rule in Africa, Asia, and elsewhere. Eng—
land is only the largest and most successful of such depredating nation--
alities. But the results in the case of British India are so much greater
and more terrible than elsewhere. .

“That this meeting of the delegates of the workers of the civilized
world, having heard from the representatives hoth of England and of
India how British rule, by unceasingly and ever increasingly plundering
and draining away the resources of the people, deliberately causes ex-
treme impoverishment, and creates famines, plagues and starvation on
an ever-increasing scale for upwards of 200,000,000 of people in British
territory in India, calls upon the workers of Great Britain to enforce
upon their Government the abandonment of the present nefarious and
dishonorable system, and the establishment of self-government in the
best form practicable by the Indians themselves (under British para-

mountcy).”
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