











THE CRUSADER

a quart, IF-— that the village preacher gives
out more perspiration than information, and that
his preaching, if considered as a commodity, is
the best brand of canned goods on the market—
that he could be more successful driving nails
than leading men to the kingdom. In short, this
animal is dead sure that the whole structure of
society from top to bottom is rotten, and that
we are on the verge of social bankruptcy!

Mr. Reader, I know how you feel. You are
no doubt laughing or ‘“cussing” and saying:
“Give it to him!” “He is no better than I—snob,”
“stuck-up,” “starchy--parasite.” “If I had my
way, I would starve out every Wait!
Especially will you think this if you are not of
this species. I am with you, but hold your critic-
ism. Just a moment, please, just a moment! This
animal is not altogether responsible. He is a
product and victim of a vicious and wasteful
educational system that educates, or rather, that
mis-educates men for life; that warps and dis-
torts their view of everything that is human—a
system that pumps the head and leaves the heart
untouched.

Now, Mr. Reader, these animals are very use-
ful, and whoever captures one will do a great
service to society. This will be a little difhcult,
because unlike other animals, they live mostly in
large centers of population. They will be found
in large numbers around ice cream parlors, clubs
and cigar stores. In some parts of the country
they are almost extinct. However, if you should
find one roaming in your neighborhood, lasso him
—put him to work. If you have no work, create
some—give him a job. You will find it hard to
get along without him.

Having captured your game there is just one
more step to render him perfectly harmless and

7

useful. A slight but delicate operation is neces-
sary. This must be done by tapping the periphery
—cocoanut skull. This allows the water to run
off, relieves the head of its swelling and brings
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the animal back to normal. Now he can fit
into most any place.

These animals when captured and properly
tamed will become indespensable and useful
assets to any community—caring for the sick,
relieving the poor, defending the cause of the
helpless and building up the best and greatest
that is in man.

[ THE AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD
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HE African Blood Brotherhood is probably

the first Negro secret organization to be

effected in the Western world, having as its
sole purpose the liberation of Africa and the
redemption of the Negro race.

The organization now numbers over 1,000 men
and women of African blood. It is confined to
persons of African blood. Its organization has
been carried out along lines similar to secret
fraternal orders and societies. It has a ritual
of its own, with degrees, pass-words, signs, etc.,
and a formal initiation ceremony when a solemn
oath is taken. Membership is at present by vol-
untary enlistment, subject to acceptance or rejec-
tion at the discretion of the body. Appropriate
regalias and uniforms are under consideration.
Post commands have been establishcd im various
cities of the United States, in the West Indies,
Central and South America and in West Africa.

The government of the African Blood Brother-
hood is by a supreme council or war college of
five, which controls the appointment and tenure
of office of the commanders of the various posts
and formulates the policies and directs the activ-
ities and movements of the organization. There
are two sets of other officers—the secretaries,
treasurers, chaplains, etc., of the various posts,
and the international officers. These are all
elected by the members, with all members partic-
ipating in the election of the international offi-
cers.  These officers are subject to the rulings

and decrees of the supreme council or war col-
lege.

Under the rules of the organization, the word
of the council, when issued in the form of “in-
structions,” must be considered as law by the
members of the brotherhood. When issued in
the form of “suggestions” it is expected to com-
mand at least respectful and carefulconsideration.

There are at present no stipulated fees or
membership dues. These are left to the patriot-
ism and financial ability of each member. As not
enough money could be raised for the work the
brotherhood has in view, by the medium of fees
and dues, unless these were made so large as to
be prohibitive to the great mass of the race, the
expedient was adopted of allowing each member
to fix his own dues, by pledging himself a month-
ly donation. This amount may be 25 cents a
month 50 cents, one dollar or whatever sum the
individual can give under the patriotic rule of
“Give till it hurts.”

Two-thirds of all donations are allocated to
the war chest as a central fund for general oper-
ations of the organization. The other one-third
is placed at the disposal of the post through
which it was rcceived, to be used, within the
rulings of the war college, for the work of local
training in the essential industries, in science, etc.

The following “suggestions” have been issued

(Continued on Page 22)
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