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LEN]IN’S LETTER TO THE AMERICAN
"WORKING CLASS

The following letter of Lenin
was written by him in 1919, in!
the most trving days of the civil
war, intervention, at a time when
the very existence of the Soviet
Union was in the balance. It there- |

imperialism and the sympathy of
the class-conscious workers of all|
countries give us assurance of the
righteousness of our cause.

He is no Socialist who cannot un- |
derstand that one cannot and must |

L
sopctamia. Shall we then hesitate |

|iat or

to act in the
tion

name of the lik

from the yoke of capitalism, in the |of all countries immediately go into |
guarantees against de- |
that the

name of a general honorable peace;

shall we wait until we can find a
fore reveals how deep Lenin’s con- | not hesitate ta bring even fhat|way that entails no sacrifice: shall

fidence was in the victory of the! greatest of sacrifices, the sacmﬁce‘;w«‘ be afraid to begin the flght

Soviet Power.

In view of the actual war ;n'v-‘

parations against the Soviet Un-| |

ion, in which American imperial-
iam is taking a leading part, the |
above letter is now more timely Ih-.m:
ever before. |

Today, when capitalism is ud»l
mittedly on trial, when the growth
of fascism destroys the last rem- |

nants of bourg - |

soise democratic il-

lusions, Lenin's letter remains a

masterpicce -of Marxian analysis, |
Today, when the U. S., the

ing  imper country in

world, is shaken by the

lism, when

crisis of cap
ing masses ar
starvation. comrade
reminds us of the
traditions of American history, of
the glorious militant traditions of
the American Labor movement.
His letter—in this period of grow-
ing class battles s warti

facing miser)
Lenin’s le
revolutionary

tter

assunu

—Editor.

Moscow, August 20, 1919.

Comrades: A Russian Bolshevik
who participated in the revolution
of 1905 and for many years after-
ward lived in your country has of-
fered to transmit this letter to you.
I have grasped this opportunity joy-
fully, for the revolutionary proletar-
fjat of America—in so far as it is
the enemy of American imperial-
ism—is destined to perform an im-
portant task at this time....

Had the Anglo-French and Am-
erican bourgeoisie accepted the
Soviet invitgtion to participate in
peace negotiations at Brest-Litoysk,
instead of leaving Russia to the
mercy of brutal Germany, a just
peace without annexations and in-
demnities, a peace based upon com-
plete equality could have been
forced upon Germany, and millions

of lives might have been saved. Be-
cause they hoped to reestablish the
Eastern front by once more draw-
ing us into the whirlpool of war-
fare, they refused to attend peace

f tions and gave Germany a
:?:ou:and to cram its shameful
terms down the throat of the Rus-
slan people. It lay in the power of
the Allied countries to make the
Brest-Litovsk negotiations the fore-
runner of a general peace. It well

) them to throw the blame
for the Russo-German peace upon
our shoulders!...

The workers of the whole world,
in whatever country they may live,
rejolce with us and sympathize with
us, applaud us for having burst
the iron ring of imperialistic agree-
ments and treaties, for m.ving
dreaded no sacrifice, however greal
to free ourselves, for having estab-
lished ourselves as a socialist repub-
e, even so rent asunder and plun-
dered by German imperialists, for
having raised the banner of peace
the banner of Socialism over the
world. What wonder that we are

@
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o territory, that one must be ready
to accept even military defeat at
the hands of imperialism, in the in-
terests of victory over the bour-
geoisie, in the interests of a trans-
fer of power to the working class.
For the sake of “their” cause, that
is for the conquest of worid-power,
the imperialists of Germany and
Zngland have not hesitated to-ruin

hated by the capitalist class the
world over. But this hatred of

1 whole ‘row of nations, from Belg-
ium to'Servia, to Palestine, to Me-

until an easy victory is assured;
shall we place the integrity and
safety of this “fatherland” created
by the bourgeoisie over the interests
of the international socialist revo-
lution?. .. §

The great Russian revolutionist,

T once said: Political
activity is not as smooth as the
pavement - of the Newski Prospect.
He is no revolutionist who would
have the revolution of the proleta¥y-

il procee

under the “condition” that
smoothly and in

an or-

aeriy

., that
giyen beforehand,
n go forward along
free, straight path to

the

tory, that there shall-not be here
and there the heaviest sacrifices,
that -we shall' not have to lie in
wait in besleged fortresses, shall
not have,to_climb up along the
narrowest paths,sthe most impas-
sable,” winding, dargerous mountain
roads. - He is 'no’révolutionist, "he
has not yet freed himself from the

pedantry of -bourgeois intellectual-
fsm. he will fall haek. ponin awe

ner, that the proletarians |

vic- |

| 1
{ |ecritical than such accus:

| | he continued the war?

| worse -position than in 1860,

gain, into the - -mp of the counter

revolutio: }
| They are litt!> more than imita-

tors of the bour roisie, these gentle=

men who deligiit in holding up to
us the “chacs” of the revolution,
the “des ction” of industry, the
unemployment, the lack of food.

Can there be anything more hypo-

ions from
people who greeted and supported
the and made
common cause with Kerensky when
Is not this
imperialistic war the cause of all
our misfortune? The revolution ti
war born by the war must n

imperialistic war

dence” ¢
In re \
revolutionar
evitably t
war, and c W
without terror and
the form of

linkable
limitations of
democracy in the in-
terests of the 1e must be
a sickly sentimenta not to be
able to see, to under: id and ap-
preciate this neces . Only the
Chekov type of the lifeless “Man
ir the Box"” can denounce the rev-
olution for this reason instead of
throwing himself into the fight
with the whole vehemence and deci-
sion of his soul at a moment when
history demands that the highest
problems of humanity be solved by
struggle and war.

The best representatives of the
American proletariat—those repre-
sentatives who have repeatedly
given expression of their full soli-
darity with us, the Bolsheviki—are
the expression of this revolutionary
tradition in the life of the Ameri~
can people. This traditlon orig~
inated in the war of liberation
against the English in the Eighe
teen and the civil war in the Nine=
teenth Century. Industry and
commerce in 1870 were in a much
But
where can you find an American
so pedantic, so absolutely idiotic as
to deny the revolutionary and prog-
ressive significance of the Ameri-
can civil war of 1860-1865?

The representatives of the bour=
geoisie” understand. very well that
the overthrow of slavery was well
worth the three years of civil war,
the depth of destruction, devasta-
tion and - terror that were its ac-
companiment. - But these same
gentlemen and the reform socialists
who have allowed themselves to be
cowed. by the bourgeolsie and
tremble at the thought-of a revolu-
tion, cannot, nay, will ‘not, see the
necessity. and: righteousness of a

(imtinnad aw Pana 9)
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LENIN’S LETTER TO THE AMERICAN WORKING CLASS

(Continued from Page 1)
civil war in Russia, theuch it is|
facing a far greater task, the work
of abelishing capitalist i
and overthrowing the rule of the
bourgeoisie.

wage-siave.

The American working-class will |
not follow the lead of iis bour-|
geoisie. It will ge wit against |
the bourgecisie. The e history |
of the American pe

ives me
ion.
brought

this confidenée, this c
We are accused of

devastation upon Russi Who is
it that makes these accusations? |
The train-bearers of the bour- |
geoisie, of that same bourgeoisie]

that almost completely destroyed |
the culture of Eurcpe, that has|
dragged the whole continent back
to barbarism,
hunger and destruction .to the
world. The bourgeoisie now de-
mands that we find a differenc basis
for our revolution than that of de-
struction, that we shall not build
it up upon the ruins of war, with
human beings degraded and brutal-
ized by years of warfare. O, how
human, how just is this bour-
geoisie!

Its servants charge us with the
use of terroristic methods.... Have
the English forgotten their 1649,
the French their 1793? Terror was
just and justified- when it was em-
ployed by the bourgeoisie for its
own purposes against feudal do-
mination. But terror becomes erim-
inal when workingmen and poverty
stricken peasants dare to use it
against the bourgeoisie. Terror
was just and justified when it was
used to put one exploiting minority
in the place of another. But ter-
ror becomes horrible and eriminal
when it is used to abolish all ex-
ploiting minorities, when it is em-
ployed in the cause of the actual
majority, in the cause of the pro-
letariat and the semi-proletariat, of
the working class and the poor
peasantry.

The hourgeoisie of international
imperialism has succeeded in
slaughtering 10 millions, in ecrip-
pling 20 millions in its war. Should
our war, the war of the oppressed
and the exploited, against oppres-

the midst of the horrors of war,

| at

| state, it became our duty to quell
exploiting |
We are proud that we have |

the resistance of the
class.
done it, and we are decing it. We
only regret that we did not do it
the beginning, with sufficient
firmness and decision.

We realize that the mad resist-

ance of the bourgeoisie against the |

socialist revolution in all countries
is unavoidable. We know too, that
with the development of this rev-
olution, this resistance will grow.
But the proletariat will break down
this resistance and in the course
of its struggle against the bour-
geoisie the proletariat will finally

become ripe for victory and power.

of the laboring masses. For only
through these mistakes can the
workers and peasants learn to or-
ganize their new existence, to get
ilong withoit the capitalist class.
! Only thus will they be able to blaze
| their way through thousands of hin-
drances tc victorious socialism.

‘ Mistakes are being made by our
peasants who, at one stroke, in the
| night from October 25 to October

2€ (Russian calendar), 1917, did
away with all private owmership of
| land, and are now struggling, from

!month to month, under the great-
est difficulties, to correct their own
| mistakes, trying to solve in practice
i the most difficult problems of or-

Let the corrupt bourgecis press | ganizing a. new social state, fighting

trumpet every mistake that is made

| against profiteers to secure the pos-

that has brought | by our revolution out imto the world. | session of the land for the worker

We are not afraid of our mistakes. | instead of for the speculator, to

The beginning of the revolution has
not sanctified humanity. It is not
to be expected that the working
class which has been exploited and
forcibly held down by the clutches
of want, of ignorance and degrada-
tion for centuries should conduct
its revolution without mistakes. The
dead body of bourgeois society can-
not simply be put intoa coffin and
buried. It rots in our midst, poisons
the air we breath, pollutes our lives,
clings to the new, the fresh, the
living with a thousand threads and
tendrils of old customs, of death
and decay.

But for every hundred of our
mistakes that are heralded into the
world by the bourgeoisie and its
sycophants, tRere are ten thousand
great deeds of heroism, grealer and
more heroic beeause they seem so
simple and unpretentious, because
they take place in the every-day life
of the factory districts or in seclud-
ed villages, because they are the

opportunity to deso.

But even if the contrary were
true—I know, of course, that this
is not so—but even if we had com-

I
gk

2

YR S gt

ver Barve

1
-
i

carry on agricultural production un-
der a system of communist farming
on a large scale.

Mistakes are being made by our
workmen in their révolutionary ac-
tivity, who, in a few short months,
have placed practically all of the
larger factories and works under
|state ownership, and are now learn-
ing, ‘from day to day, under the
greatest difficulties, to conduct the
management of entire industries, to
reorganize industries already organ-
ized, to overcome the deadly resist-
ance of laziness and middle-class
reaction and egotism. Stone upon
stone they are building the founda-
tion for a new social community,
the self-discipline of labor, the new
rule of the labor organizations of
the working class over their mem-

Mistakes are being made in their
revolutionary activity by the Sov-
iets which were first created in 1905
by the gigantic upheaval of the
masses. The Workmen’s and Peas-
ants’ Soviets are- a new type of
state, a new highest form of dem-
ocracy, a particular form of the
 dictatorship of the proletariat, a
mode of conducting the business of
the state without "the bourgecoisie
and against the bourgeoisie. For
the first time democracy is placed
at the service of the masses, of the
workers, and ceases ta be democracy
for the rich, as it is, in the last
analysis, in all capitalist, yes, in all
democratic republics. For the first
time the masses of the people, in a
nation of many hundred millions,
are fulfilling the task of realiz-
ing the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat and the semi-proletariat, with-
out which socialism is not to be
thought of.

Let incurable pedants, crammed
full of bourgeois democratic and
parlamentary prejudices, shake
their heads gravely over our Sov-
iets, let them deplore the fact that
we have no direct elections.
people have forgotten nothing, have
learned nothing in the great up-
heaval of 1914-1918. The combina-

tion of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat with the new democracy of
the proletariat, of civil war with
the widest application of the masses
to political problems, such a com-
bination canot be achieved in a day,
cannot be forced into the battered
modes of a formal parliamentary
demoeratism. In the Soviet Rep-
uklic there arises before us a new
world, the world of Socialism. Such
a world cannot be materialized as
if by magic, complete in every de-
tail, as Minerva sprang from Ju-
piter's head.

While the old bourgeois demo-
cratic constitutions for instance,
proclaim formal equality and the
right of free assemblage, the con-
stitution of the Soviet Republic
rej udiates the hypocrisy of a for-
mal equality of all human beings.
When the bourgeois republicanism
overturned feudal thrones, they did
not recognize the rules of formal
equality of monarchists. Since we
here are concerned with the task
of overthrowing the bourgeoisie,
only fools or traitors will insist on
the formal equality of the bour-
geoisie. The right of free assemlage
is not worth an iota to the work-
man and to the peasant when all
better- meeting places are in. the
hands of the bourgeoisie. Our Sov-
iets have taken over all usable
buildings in the cities and towns
out of the hands of the rich and
have placed them at the disposal
of the workmen and peasants for
meeting and organization purposes.
That is how our right of assemblage
looks—for the workers. That is the
meaning and content of our Sov-
iet, of our socialist constitution.

And for this reason we are all
firmly convinced that the Soviet
Republic, whatever misfortune may
still e in store for it, is uncon-
querable.

It is unconquerable because every
blow that comes from, the powers
of madly raging imperialism, every
new attack by the international
bourgeoisie will bring new, and
hitherto unaffected strata of work-
ingmen and peasants into the fight,
will educate them at the cost of
the greatest sacrifice, making them
hard as steel, awakening a new
heroism in the masses.

We krow that it may take a long
time before help can come from
you, comrades, American working-
men, for the development of the
revolution in the different countries
proceeds along various paths, with
varying rapidity (how should it be
otherwise!). We know full well
that the outbreak of the European
proletarian revolution may take
many weeks to come, quickly as it
is ripening in these days. We are

These | counting on the inevitability of the

international revolution. But that
does not mean that we count upon
its coming at some definite, nearby

date. We have experienced two
great revolutions in our own coune
try, that of 1906 and that of 1917,
and we know that revloutions ean
come neither at a word of command
no> according to prearranged plans,
We know that circumstances alone
have pushed us, the proletariat of
Russia, forward, that we have
reached this new stage in the soe-
cial life of the world not- because
of our superiority but because of the
peculiarly reactionary character of
Russia. But until the outbreaF of
the intermational revolution, revoe
lutions in individual countries may
still meet with a number of serie
ous setbacks and overthrows.

And yet we are certain that we
are invincible, for humanity will
not emerge from this imperialistic
ma¥8acre broken in spirit, it will
triumph. Ours was the first coun-
try to break the chains of imper-
ialistic warfare. We broke them with
the greatest sacrifice, but they are
broken. We stand outside of imw
perialistic duties and considerations,
we have raised the banner of the
fight for the complete overthrow
of imperialism over the werld.

We are in a beleaguered fortress,
so long as no other international
sccialist revolution comes to our
assistance with its armies. Bub
these armies exist, they are strong-
er than ours, they grow, they strive,
they become more invincible the
longer imperialism with its brutalie
ties continues. Workingmen the
world over are breaking with their
betrayers, with their Gompers and
their Scheidemanns. Inevitably la-
bor is approaching communistic
Bolshevistic tactics, is preparing for
the proletarian revolution that
alone is capable of preserving cule
ture and humanity from destruc~
tion. We are invincible. The pro-
letarian revolution is invincible,

DesTROY Iﬂ,ﬂ*r :
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5 Year Plan Means a Rising Living
Standard for. the Soviet- Worker

By V. KUIBYSHEV

v

All the greatest Echievements{
in the execution of the tasks of the
Five-Year-Plan, being the result of
fhe highest acitvity and working
enthusiasm of the broadest work-|If by the beginning of the secondPe@santry.

tions of the working people finds | year to ,the systematic improve-
its expression in the
growth in the number of worlers|

enjoying the 7-hotd Working ‘dsy. standards of the working class and

further | ment of the living and cultural |
| the Vologodsk province.

Facts of Molotov’s Life

Molotovy (Skriabin) was born on
February, 1890, in the village of
Kukarke, in the Viatka province,
a member of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union since 19086.
Started his Party work in Kazan.
Was arrested in 1909 in the city of
Kazan and exiled for two years to
Being in
exile carried on Party activities in
the city fo Vologodsk. After the

ing masses and first of all the |year of the Five-Year-Plan 19.19% | In spite of all the predictions
working class, enabled us to make | of all the workers had the 7-hour ! and prophecies of the economists
a further serious step with regard | working day, by the first of Octo-|and politicians, whe are hostile to
to the improvement of the living | ber, 1930, that is by the end of the |bur country, in spite of the sabo-
and cultural conditions of the second year of the I-'x‘vu-g\ear-l‘lan. | taging of the embittered remaants
working people. { the total number of workers hav-!of the old regime, the Five-Year-

This improvement of the condi- |ing the 7-hour working day, reach- | Plan is being executed and shall
tions. of the working people was|ed 43.5¢. of the total number of |be executed and not in five but in
expressed first of all in the numer- | workers, thus surpassing the task|four years. The problem of the
ical growth of wage earners. The|of the Five-Year-Plan by 3.5¢¢. | execution of the ¥ive-Year-Plan
total number of wage oz\x'ners!This secures the introduction of the !in time, that is in five years does
reached 13684 thousand people|7--hour working day in all the | not present any difficulty to us,

— > - iy

Soviet Pioneers in Cultural Drive

in 1929-30 instead of 12.793 thous-

exile, being in Petersburg, organized
Bolshevik fractions in the High
Schools and Universities. In the
beginning of 1912 worked en the
Bolshevik paper “Star,” and from
the beginning of the organization ol

ithe “Pravda,” became a member of

| the editorial staff of the “Pravda.”
Wrote under the names of W.
Michailow, Riabin, A. Zwanow.

He also participated in the activi-
ties cf the Belshevik fraction in the
; Duma.
| At the end of 1912, Comrade Mo-
{ lotov was compelled to become il-
| legal and later on was arrested and
xiled from Petersbure.
| fall of 1914 Comrade Molotov work-
| ed in Moscow, and in 1915 was ar-
"-cs;trd and exiled to the Irkutsk
Province from where he ran away
in 1916 to Pelersburg, where he
| carried on illegal Party activities.
| At the end of 1916, he was coopted
| to the Bureau of the Russian Cen-
| tral Committee of the Bolsheviks.
j.ﬂ.fter the Fehruary revolution, he
| became one of the leading members
| of the Petersburg Executive Com-
{ mittée of the Bolsheviks, a mem-
{ber of the Exccutive Committee of
{ the Petrograd Soviet and in its first
| period, one of the leaders of the
| Bolshevik fraction in the Soviets

il

}of the Workers’ and Peasants’
| Deputies of Petrograd In the
| October davs. as the representative

|of the Petersburg Committee of the
{ Boisheviks, he was a member of the
{ revolutionary War Committee in
| Petersburg. In 1918, he was chair-
| man of the Soviet of National Econ-
Iony of the Northern Commune. In
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11919, representative of the Central
Committee and the Centra] Exec-
iutive Committee of the Soviets in
| Povolzhie. In 1920, chairman of
the Novgorod Party Commitee, later
{on the secretary of the Donetz Party
| Committee. At the All-Ukraine
Party Conference held in 1920, he
| was - elected secretary of the Cen-
| tral Committee of the Ukrainian
| Communist Party. Since the 10th
[Congress of the Party (1921) a
{ member and secrctary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist
| Party of the Soviet Union. In 1928
and 1929, was secretary of the Mos-
| cow Committee of the Communist
| Party of the Soviet Union. Since
11925, a member of the Political
Cominittee. Since 1927, a member
{of the Presidium of the Central
| Committee of the Soviets.. Author
| of a number of works dealing main-
|ly with the questions of Party or-
| panizaiton and the Socialist re-
| construction of the village.

a%d
-y

‘Machinery, Unemployment

and people envisaged in the Five-
Year Plan for this year. The re-

other enterprise; in a shorter term; j-this has been overcome, as may be |
than proposed by the Five-Year-i seen by the above data. OQur task|
Plan. This gemeral improvement

-

and Wage Cuts

sult was that by the end of the

now is to execute the Five-Year-i

second year of the Five-Year-Plan
the problem of unemployment has
been absolutely solved, unemploy-
ment does not exist any longer in
the U.S.S.R. while the Five-Year
Plan assumed that there would be
400,000 unemployed towards the
end of the Five-Year-Plan., Now
we face the task of rapidly irain-
ing the quatlified labor-power, the
Jdack of which¥s so acutely felt by
the rapidly industrializing country.

The improvement of the condi-

of the conditions of the working
people has been followed by a fur-
ther increase of wages. The wages
increased on the average by 12.1%
per worker, for two years of the
Five-Year-Plan. Thus the growth
of national economy, the systemat-
ically growing importance of the
| socialized sector in the national
economy, in which it already pre-
vails, fully secure in the execution

of this slogan of the millions of
| workers: “The Five-Year-Plan in
|4 Years,” and lead from year to

Plan before term, that is in four |
yvears. The above data show that| :
we are already carrying out this| Machinery has the same effect,|
task. but on a much larger scale . It|

However, we are not quite sat-|supplants skilled laborers by. un<'
isfied with the rates of growth we | slalled, men by women, adults h,\';
have adppted nor with the quality! children; where it is newly intro- |
of our work. Our severe self-eri-
ticism can be accounted for by this
fact. Those who draw conclusions
about the failure of the Five-Year
Plan—basing them on this self-
criticism — make themselves look
ridiculous.

By KARL MARX

upon the streets in crowds;
where it is perfected improved or |
replaced by more powerful ma-|
chines, discards them in slighﬂ)‘l
smaller numbers. We have sketch- |
ed above, in hasty outlines, the|
industrial war of capitalists with
one another; and the war has this :
peculiarity, that its battles are won{ 3

less by means of enlisting than of | §

Stalin on Religion

We carry on propaganda against general defense of science. The

discharging its industrial recruits.!
The generals, or capitalists, vie/

with one another as to whe caux |

KARL MARX

May

*guaranteed to citizens the right to
adhere to any religion. This is a

sel

individual. That is precisel
we carried out the separation of
the Church from the State. But
in separating the Church from the
State and proclaiming religious
liberty we at the same time guar-
teed the right of every citizen to
combat by argument, by propa-
ganda and agitation all reli-
gion. The Party cannot be neut-
ral towards religion and does con-
duect anti - religious propaganda
against all and every religious
prejudices because it stands for
science, while religious prejudices
run counter to science, because all
religion is som:thing oppoesite to
science. Cases such .as  reeently
occurred in America in which Dar-
winists were persecuted:in court,
cannot eecur lere beeanse the
Party carries out a policy of the

‘Seviet Pioneer Anti-Intervention
Demonstration

| religious prejudices because this
_1\ one of the best means of ander-

| exploiting classes and who preach
| submission to these classes. The
,!Party cannot be neutral towards
| the rers of religious prejudices,
itow#ds the reactionary clergy
{ who poison the minds of the toil-
'ing masses. Have we suppressed
;the re actionary clergy?

fhave. The unfortunate thing is

| that it has not been completely li-,

{quidated.  Anti-religious propa-
!ganda is a mecans by which the
complete liquidatior of the reac-
tionary clergy must be brought
about. Cases occur when certain
members of the Party hamper the
complete developwrent of anti-
religious propaganda. If such
members are expelled it is a good
thing because there is no room for
such “Communists” in the- ranks
of our Party.

Yes, ve

| religious prejudices. Our legislationff’art_v cannot be neutral tow:n‘dsi

matter for the conscience of each|mining the influence of the reac-|yg
v why |tionary clergy who support the!

| dispense with the greatest number
of soldiers.

The economists repeatedly assure
that the laborers who are ren-
dered superfluous by the machine

They have not the hardihood di-
rectly to assert that the laborers
who are discharged enter upon the
new branches of labor. The facts
cry out too loud against such a lie
as this. They only declare that,
for other divisions of the laboring
class, as, for instance, for the ris-
ing generation of labovers who
were just ready to enter upon the
defunct branch of industry, niw
means of employment will open
up. Of course that is a great sat-
isfaction for the dismissed labor-
ers. The worshipful capitalists
will not' find: their fresh supply of
exploitable flesh and blood running
short and will let the dead bury
their dead. This is indeed a con-
solation . with which: the bourgeois
comfort themselves rather than the
laborers. If ‘the whole class of
wage-laborers were annihilated by

find new branches of employment. |

5, 1818—March 14, 1883

| the machines, how shocking tha{
would be for capital, which, with.
out wage-labor, ceases to act as
capital at all,

° But let us suppose that thosa
who are directly driven out of
their employment by machinery
and also all those of the rising
generation who were expecting
employment in the same line, find
some new employment. Does anye
one imagine that this will be as
highly paid as that - hich they have
lost? Such an idea would be ix
direct contradiction to all the law:
of economy. We have already seer
that the modern form of industr;
always tends to the displacemen
of the more complex and the high
er kinds of employment by thos
which are more simple and subor
dinate.

How, then, could a crowd of la
borers, who are thro:.» out of on
branch of industry by machinery
find refuge -in another . without
having to content themselves wit}
a lower pesition and worse pay?
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LENIN THE PARTY BUILDER

Vliadimir Ilyich Lenin was not
Bolshevik |
Party which made the proletarian |
He was also |
the builder of the Party, the teach- |
er of the entire world’s working
elass on how to build its Party.
The Communist Party is the su-|
preme expression of the genius of | §

snly the leader of the

revolution in Russia.

Lenin.

The fight of the working class- .o

overthrow capitalism is a difficult| e
cap ]

and bitter struggle.

talist state power,
substitution by the proletarian dic-

tatorship — the workers’ govern-
Only through the leader-

ment.
ship of the Communist Party is
it possible for the working class
to accomplish this aim. Lenin’s
writings are a treasury of proleta-
rian wisdom on this question.
The dictatorship of the pro-
letariat is a hard-fought fight
against the forces and tradi-
tions of the old society; a fight
that is both bloody and blood-
less; both violent and peaceful;
both military and economic; both
educational and administrative,
The power of habit, ingrained in
millions and tens of millions,
is a terrible power. Without the
Party, a party of iron which
has been tempered in the strug-
_gle, a party that enjoys the con-
fidence of all the straightfor-
ward members of the working
class, a party able to understand

It requires
not only the break-up of the capi-
but also its

STALIN, LENIN AND KALININ

By EARL BROWDER

and to influence the psychology

of the masses, success in such a

struggle would be impossible.”

(“Left Wing Commuanism.”)

In. the early days of the Bolshe-
viks (Communist Party) Lenin had
to conduct a bitter and prolonged
struggle against those who want-
ed not a Party but a mere loose
cirele of “friends” of the working
class, Outstanding among the
early enemies of Lenin’s conception
of the Party were the Menshe-
viks, led by Martoff, as well as
Trotsky and others. Lenin fought

against them relentlessly for
many years, and built the Party
in struggle against them. He ex-
plained thc historical and class
significance of building a disci-
plined Party.

“In days gone by our Palty
was not a formally organized
whole, but the sum=of individual
groups, Consequeutly, these
groups could exercise mo more
than an ideological influencze one
upon the other. Today we have
bécome an organized party; and
orgamzatlon signifies the estab—

“Lenin was extraordinarily simple
in everything he did. When he
spoke to the workers or peasants,
his speech was not beyond the scope
of the voeabulary of the mujhik

and the worker. He spoke a simple
language, without strain or affec-
tation, and it always seemed to the
workers and peasants that Lenin
guessed their thoughts, that he was
speaking of that which they them-
selves were thinking.

“Wherein lies the secret of this
tremendous influence over the
workers and peasants? It lies in
the fact that Lenin knew how to
listen to the voice of the workers
and: peasants. The Mensheviks have
frequently remarked that Lenin
knew how to issue very simple slo-
gans which the people were capable
of understanding. This, in fact, was
one of Lemin's strong points: he
knew how to select a simple and
comprehensible slogan which united
millions of people, a comprehensible
call for a clearly definite purpose.
From conversation with individual
workers, from chance talks with
peasant men and peasant women,
Lenin was able to guess, to sense
what the people were thinking,
what interested them and what
troubled them. In order to un-

* derstand such people he would

sometimes speak for hours with the
sixteen-year old son of the worker,
Emelyanov, who was an anarchist,
and regarded himself as being more
“left than Lenin. From a conversa-
tion with a Finnish peasant woman,
who said that there was no need
to fear a certain man with a rifle,
because that man with the rifle
was a Red Guard, Lenin sensed how
regarded the Red
Guard. How often did workers
and peasants come fto Moscow in
their great need! They knew that
if they “got to Lenin.” if they wrote
to him, Lenin would do something.
He would listen to them and would
help them. When Lenin spoke to
the workers and peagonts, they felt
that he was speakig: from his
heart, that he was $ying before
“them his intimate thoughts and
ideas....This simplicity, combined

. with great modesty, his attentive-
- ness to the needs of the comrades,

his tremendous capacity for work,

wh*n'hu endurance and fidelity to prin-

el

" elple, and the fact that he.intro-

’

lishment of power, signifies the i
transformation of the authority |
of ideas into~the authority of
power, signifies the subordina-
tion of the lower um«tltuents of
the Party to the higher.”
(“One Step Forward.” — 1
442, Collected Works.) [
Lenin analyzed the oppo\mon to |
this idea of the Pany as “aristo- |
cratic anarchism.” His polemic |
against anarchism in the ranks of |
the working class applies with full|
force to the opponents of Party|
discipline in the United States. Le-|
nin said:

“This aristocratic anarcnism
is 1 ~culiar to the Russian nihil-
ist. In his eyes, the Party or-
ganization appears as a mon-
strous ‘factory.’” The subjection
of the part to the whole, of the
minority to the majority, seems
to him a ‘slavery’. . . . the
apportionment of Party work
‘from and through the Party cen-
ter drags from him tragi-comic
wails about the transformation
of men into ‘machines’. . . the
very mention of Party rules elic-
its a grimace, and the —emark
that we can quite -ell do without
rules. . .. It is abundantly clear
that behind these complaints
there lurks a spirit of discontent
with the composition of the cen-
tral organism. . .. You are a
bureaucrat because you have
been elected to this or that post
by the econgress and against my

will; you are a formalist because
you act in accordance with con-
gress decisions and against my
consent? you act mechanically
because you follow the decisions
of the majority and think little
of my approval or my desire to
be coopted; you are an autocrat
because you will not hand over
power and authority into the
hands of our dear and trusted
comrades. . . ."” Collected Works,
Vol. V, pp. 462-438.) :
The absolute necessity of Party
discipline for the victory of the
working class over capitalism, Le-
nin formulated in the words:
“He who weakens, no matter
how little, the iron discipline of
the Party of the proletariat (es-
pecially during the period of die-
tatorship), effectually holns the
bourgeoisie against the ploleta-
riat.” (“Left Wing Communism,”)

Under these teachings of Lenin
on the Party we have built the
world Party of the working class,
the Communist International, the
foremost section of which has con-
quered one-sixth of the earth of
the workers and is successfully
building a Socialist society. By
strictly adhering to the policy of
Lenin, we will achiéve the same
results in the United States and
the entire world. The Farty is the
instrument, and th. only instru-
ment, which makes possibie for the
working class to win victory over
capitalism and establish a workers’
society.

Memories of Lenin

strict discipline into the
Party, made Lenin a man capable
of victory. Therein lay the secret
of his great influence upon us all.
We knew that if Lenin wanted a
thing, he would stick to it stub-
bornly until he got it; he would
use every argument, the whole
force of his logic, he would cite
every fact and take advantage of
our own weaknesses in order to
demonstrate his idea and compel
us to admit its truth.”

“LENIN,” by Yaroslavsky.

Ed * *

..“The question of bringing
workers on to the committees was
fraught with most greater conten-
tign. Vladimir Llyich vigorously
defended the idea of inclading
workers. The people abroad, Bog-
danov and the writers, were also in
favor. The Komitetchiks were
against. Both sides became very
heated. The members of the com-
mittees insisted that no resolution
be passed on the subject; indeed, it
would have been impossible to pass
a resolution that workers should
not be brought on to the commit-
tees!

“In his speech in this discussion
Vladimir Ilyich said: “I think we
should consider the question more
broadly. To bring workers on to
the committees is not only an educa-
tional but also a political task. The
workers have a class instinct, and
even with little political experience
they quite quickly become stead-
fast Social - Democrats. I would
very much like to see eight workers
on our committees for every two
intellectuals. If our written coun-
sel, that as many workers as pos-
sible should be brought on to the
committees, proves inadequate, it
would be as well to issue this advice
in the name of the Congress. If
you get a clear and definite instruc-
tions from the Congress, you will
have a radical means of. fighting
demagogy; it will be the express
will of the Congress.

“Even before this occasion, Vlad-
imir Ilyich had firmly championed
the necessity of bringing the largest
possible number of workers on to
th: committees. He already wrote
about this in 1903 in his ‘Letter to
a Petersburg  Comrade.’ Now in
defending this standpoint at the

| duced

end even made interruptions. When

Congress, he became very heated, |

Mikhailov (Postolovsky) said: ‘Se
in practical work very small de-
mands are made of intellectuals,
but extremely big demands are
made of workers, Vladimir Llyich
cried out: ‘That is absolutely true!’
His exclamation was drowned in a
chorus of—Not true!’” from the Ko-
mitetchiks. When Rumyantsev
said: ‘There is only one worker on
the Petersburg committee, although
work has been going on there for
fifteen years,’ Vladimir Ilyich shout-
ed: ‘What a disgrace!”

“Afterwards, when the debates
had ended, Ilyich said: ‘I could
not sit still and listen to them
saying that there were no workers
suitable to be members of commit-
tees. The question drags on, and
it shows there is a malady in the
Party. Workers must be brought
on to the committees.’ If Ilyich
was not very much concerned that
his viewpoint met with such a.re-
buff at the Congress, it was simply
because he knew that the approach-
ing Revolution would itself radically
cure the Party of this incapacity
to make the committees working-
class in composition.”

“Memories,” by Krupskaya.
- * *

..."An atmosphere of the great-
est tension filled the high, spacious
Kremlin Hall where the flaming
red of the Communist People's
House outshined the sparkle of the
coldly ostentatious gold in the one-
time Imperial Palace. Every nerve
strained in attention, the hundreds
of delegates, the closely packed list-

eners, follow the proceedings.

A A L SRRRT P JLIN A
The proletariat is a rising class.
Lenin gets up to speak. The | It doesn't need intoxication as a
narcotic or a stimulus. - Intoxica-

speech is a masterpiece of eloqu-
ence. No trace of rhetoric. Only |
the weight. of clear thought work-
ing, the inexorable logic of argu-f
ment, the consistent, firfhly-held |
line. Like unhewn blocks of granite |
the sentences are thrown out and |
fused into a unified whole. Lenin
does not want to dazzle, to en-
chant; he wants to convince. He
convinces and enchants. Not by
beautiful, sonorous words which in-
toxicate, but by the luminous spirit
which, without self-decestion, com-
prehends the world of social phen-
omena in its reality and which
‘sneaks out’ with cruel thruthful-
ness, what is. Like lashes of a
whip, like blows of a club, Lenin’s
worlds fell on those ‘who make a
sport of hunting the right,’ and do
not understand what will lead us
to victory. ‘Only if we get on our
side in the struggle the majority of
the working class, and not the
majority of the workers alone, but
the majority of the exploited and
oppressed, only then shall we really
triumph.” Everyone feels that the
decisive blow has been struck.”
* * i

“The revolution demands concen-
tration, increase of forces. From

the masses, from individuals. It
cannot tolerate orgiastic conditions,
such as are normal for the decadent
heroes and hercines of D’Annunzio.
Dissoluteness in sexual life is bour--
geois, is a phenemenon of decay.

tion as little by sexual exaggera=
tion as by alcohol. It raust not

and shall not forget, the shame,
ithe filth, the sSavagery of
capitalism. It receives the stronge

es. urge to fight from a class situa=-
tion, from the Communist ideal
J5 needs clarity, clarity anc again
clarity. And so I repeat, no weak=-
ening, no=waste, no destruction of
forces.  Self contrdl, self-discipline
is not slavery, not even in love. But
forgive me, Klara, I have wandered
far from the starting point of our
conversation. Why didn’t you call
me to order? My tongue has run
away with me.' I am deeply con-
cerned about the futurc of our
youth. It is a part of the revolue
tion. And if harmful tendencies
are appearipg, creepinz over from
bourgeois society ilito the world of
revolution—as th& roots, of many
weeds spread—it is bettecr tc come
bat them early. Such guestions are
part of the women ques'’on.” =
“Lenin had spoken with great
dnimation and fervor. I fclt that
every word came from his heart,
and the expression of his featurcs
reinforced that feeling. Sometimes
a vigorous movement of thg hand
emphasized an idea. I mirvelled
that Lenin, confronted by urgent
and great political problicms, de=
voted such attention to sccondary
matters and analyzed -them. And
not only as they appeared in Soviet
Russia, but in the ¢ ¢ *capitalist
States. Like the excellc:it Marxist
that he was, he compreicried the
particular in whatever form it
manifested itself, in its rclation to
the ger: #:1, and in its siznilicance
for the whole. Undeviating, une
shakable as an irresistible “natural
force, his life will, Ms li‘e aim was
directed ta one thing: to hasten
the work of the masses towards rev-
olution. So he evaluated eser; thing
by its effects on the conscio''s driv=-
ing forces of revolution. Miational
as well as international, for, with
a full regard for historicaily de-
termined peculiaritics ia scparate
countries and the varied stages of
development, there stood |always
before h@ eves the oné iidivisible

world , revolution.”
‘iﬁaﬁﬁm ENCES OF LENINI
| By Kilara e kAR
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Wall St. Calls
for War on the
Soviet: Union

Ray Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of
the Interior, in a speech before the
American Country Life Association
at Madison, Wisconsin, on Octoher

g

Oy

said:

“One of the.great peoples of
the earth is deliberately trying to
work out large social and eco-
nomic programs for the mastery
of its vast terrain along new and
untried lines. Our ‘economic, so-
cial and political philosophies in-

vitably must wage a gigantic
and fundamental struggle with
theirs.”  (Our emphasis.—A.P.

Dept.)

" Admiral William V. Pratt, Chief
of Naval Operations, in a speech
(November 14, 1930) to the Insti-
tute of International Problems,
Boston, said, as reported by the
Press:

“The world in which they live
and the one in which we live are
so totally different that the two
cannot exist side by side indefi-
nitely without great cempromise
on one side or the other, or war
ultimately may result. They may
openly proclaim war or any
means to attain their ends, and
if that be so then some day it

may fall to our lot to meet the
challenge.
“Tt is useless to hide our aeads

in the sand like the ostrich and
think we are safe from destruc-
tion in the face of such a de-
termined, subtle policy”

Arthur M.- Hyde, Secretary
Agriculture, in a speech to eight
hundred representatives land
grant

of

of

vember 18,1930, -attacked the So-
viet Union.

“I confess that i cannot under-
stand . the type of American
whose stomach ‘3 strong enough
to permit him to regard anything
Russian with a tolerant spirit.
The Soviet has crucified Ameri-
can idealism, our religious prin-
ciples, our’ theory of individual
enterprise — in fact everything
America stands for. I cannot
understand’ how -any American
can look upon the proceedings
in Russia today as an ‘interest-
inousaeial” exnerin

ent!

Herber: Hoover in a speech at
Kings' Mountain on October 8,
1930, attacked “Socialism or its
violent brother, bolshevism. . . .”

““Vhatever the merits or de-
mer:c of these other systems
may be, they all mean the de-
struction of the driving force
of equal opportunity, and they
mean the destruction of our
Constitution, for our political
framework ‘vould serve none of
them, and many of its funda-
mmental provisions are the nega-
tion of them. They mean the

abandonment of the nation’s
sni-itual heritage.”
L

I
Mollew Woll echoes his mas-

fer: o <

. ‘“here id in that regime some-

thing which makes it impossible

for our nation to hold with that

rexime the relations common to

00

frie < gavor=nent.”
.
"o . we-Algaierd Times of De.
een « &8 states: y
% 2 would point out emphati-
ca..y that the United States must
not deigy ‘or hesitate in such

maticrs. It is a case of fight
now.acainst the Soviet or be de-
voured by  the Soviet afler we
have been reduced so to be un-
able to fight.” And wild proper
- econom’ic campaigns against the
U. 8. 8. R, let us not forget
plenty of armamen:s.”

colleges and other agricul-!
tural leaders in Washington on No- |

“IMPERIALISM IS THE LAST STAGE OF CAPITALISM”-LENIN

LENIN ON WAR

War is no contradiction to the
| foundations of private property—on
the contrary, it is. a direct and in-
'evitable development of those foun-
| dations. Under capitalism, equal
{ economic progress ol the individual
| concerns, or individual states, is im-
possible. Under capitalism, no other
means for pericdically ré-establish-
ing destroyed equilibrium are pos-
sible outside of crises in industry or
of war in politics.

The United States of Europe Slo-
gan—August 23, 1915.

The English military authorities |

forbade fraternization .by a special
| order. And still the Socialist-oppor-
tunists and their defenders (or may-
be servants like Kautsky?) have in
;the public press assured the work-
lers with an air of unusual_self-
| satisfaction and with the comfort-
|able feeling of being protected by
! military . censorship against refuta-

iticns, that understandings between

| the Socialists of the belligerent
| countries as to anti-war activities
were impossible (a verbatim expres-
<jon of Kautsky's in the Neue Zeit!)

Imagine that Hyndman, Guesde,
Vandervelde, Plekhanov, Kautsky
and -others, instead of aiding the
bourgeoisie, which is now their oc-
i cupation, had formed an interna-
!'tional committee for the propagan-
da of “fraternization and attempts
mutual relations” between the
Zocialists of the belligerent countries
potn In tne Tirencnes’ anda mn tne
army in general. What would have
been the result after several months
if even now, only six months after
| the beginning of the war, in spite of
all those political bosses, leaders and
“Ears of the firet magnitude who be-
ved Socialism. there grows every-
ere an cpposition against those
who voted for military appronria-
itjons and agzzinst the ministerial-
liste, while the military authoriles
Uweaicn @satly for ~Ie*srnitation!”

At

v

>

s

“There is only one practical ques-
tion’: the victory or the defeat of our |
own country,” Kautsky, the servant!
of the opportunists, wrote in uni-
son with Guesde, Plekhanov and Co.
This is true; yes, if we were to for-
get Socialism and class struggle, this
would be true. But if we do not
forget Socialism, it is untrue! There |
another practical question:
whether we should perish in a war
between slaveholders, ourselves blind
and helpless slaves, or whether we |
ishould perish for the “attempts at |
fraternization” between the work-
ers, with the aim of casting off slav-
ery?

Such is, in reality, the “practical”
question.

Civil War Slogan Illustrated,

March 29, 1915.

* =~ kd =

! The peace slogan is, in my judg- |
ment, incorrect at the present mo-
‘ment. This is a philistine’s, a preach- |
er’s slogan. The proletarian slogan
must be civil war. g
Objectively, from the fundamental |
change in the situation of Europe, |
there follows such a slogan for the !
epoch of mass war. The same slo- |
gan follows from the Basle resolu- |
tion.
We can neither “promise” ecivil|
war not ‘decree it” but it is our|
duty to work in this direction. if!
reed be, for a very long time. You,
will find- details in the article in|
the Central Organ. For the time|
being I am just outlining the main |
puints .of our position, so that \\'e;'
may agree.
(Letter to A. G. Shlyapnikov,
Lenin Collection 11, 1924.) |
Social-Democracy never looked, |
ner does it look now on war, from|
2 sentimental viewpoint. Decisi\‘e—|
'y condemning war as a barbarous
method to decide conflicts in h\im-l
anity, Social

Democracy knows |

lally condemn such a war.

| emaneipation.

that wars are inevitable so long
as society is divided in classes, so
long as there exist exploitation of

man by man, and in order to abol-

_ish this explbitation we cannot do

without war, which is always and

i everywhere started «by the ruling

exploiting and oppressing classes.
There is
war—adventure to satisfy the in-
terests of the dynasty, the apetites
of robber bands, the aims of.the
heroes of capitalist greed. There

There is war and war.

| isgwar—and this is the only law-

ful* war in capitalist society —
against the domination and ex-
ploiters of the masses. Only the
Utopians and Phillistines princip-

cshrink from this -war — a -war

{ which expresses the interests of

the masses. The Russian prole-
tariat started this great war of
It will be able to

| continue forming divisions of a re-

volutionary army, strengthening

; the regiments of soldiers and sail-
jors who have come over to our
! side, drawing in the peasantry,

filling the newly formed regiments
which steeled the citizens of Rus-
sia in the fire of civil war with
enthusiasm and heroism of the
fighters for freedom and happi-
ness of all humanity.
Revolutionary Army and Revo-
lutionarp Government, 1905.

“Practice without theory is
blind” —- “Theory without
piactice is barren”—Stalin

“End Capitali;t
Robber Wars”
--.Liebknecht

Only | ;
| capitalist traitors to the cause of
| freedom can at present in_Russia

1 state the following reason for
ny vote on today’s measure: This
war, which was desired by none
of the participating nations, did
not break out for the good of the
German or fo any other péople. It
is an imperialist war, a war for
capitalist domination of the world
market, for the political control of
important colonial regions by in-
dustrial and financial capital. From
the point of view of competitive
armaments, it is a preventive war,
hatched in the dark of a semi-
absclutism and a secret diplomacy
by the German and Austrian war
parties acting jointly. It may also
be considered a Bonapartist enter-
Iprise for the demoralization and
the destruction of the rising labor
i movement. The past few months
have shown this with increasing
clearness, in spite of a ruthless
campaign of misrepresentation.

The German slogan: “Against
| Czarism!”, like the present Englisk
1and French slogan: “Against Milie
| tarism!”, pursued the purpose of

mobilizing the noblest instinets, the
| revolutionary traditions and aspir-

ations of the people, in the service
' of national hatred. Germany, the
accomplice of Czarism, and to this

‘ay a pattern of political back-
wardness, has no mission to act as
a liberator of nations.

This war is not a defensive war
for Germany. Its historical char-
acter and its progress to this day
forbid us to trust a capitalist gov-
ernment when it states the purpose
for which it seeks credits to be the
2fense of the Fatherland....

nly a peace arising from the soil

the, international solidarity of

> working class and the freedom

nations can be a sure peace.
Therefore, the proletariat of all
lands has again, to-day, in the war,
| to perform a joint Socialist labor
for peace.

I am voting in favor of the Poor
Lelief Credits, to the amount asked,
. which appears to me entirely ine*
{ sufficient. I shall likewice vote in"
{ favor of everything that can be |
done to alleviate the hard lot of ¢
out brothers in the ficld, of the '
wounded and sick, who have my, |
limitless compassion; here again ng i
amount asked can be too much. But, 4
as a protest against war, against !
those responsible for it, against the
capitalist policy that brought it '
about, against the capitalist aims °

)

KARL LIEBKKNECHT

PP

Murdered in 1919 by the German
Seocial-Democrats

which it pursues, against plans for
annexion, against the violations of
the neuntrality of Belgium and Lux. '
emburg, against the military dic-
tatorship, against the social and
political irresponsibility of which
the Government and the ruling clas-
ses are to-day still guilty, I vote
against the war credits asked.
—Teéxt of the propesed declara-
tion' which Liebknecht intended

tl:i ‘Wﬂi ce on December 2,

Se1c8., 0% DS v
Yeéxplain his Yefusal to
vote the ‘war credits; "/
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‘A YEAR OF BOLSHEVIZATION

By MAX BEDACHT

The Bolshevik Party of Russia
was ‘the organizer and leader o
the first victorious battle in the
international prolctarian revolu-
tion, Lenin was the organizer and
leader of the Bolshevik Party of
Russia. Leninism is the very es-
sence of Bolshevism. The Commu-
nist Party cannot become the or-
ganizer and leader of the proleta=

rian revolution until it becomes a |
Bolshevist—a Leninist Party. Our §
adherence to Leninism must .here- 5

fore manifest itself in the contin-
ued revolutionary improvement of
our Party. Our Leninist under-
standing of the revolutionary tasks
before us must show itself in a
progressively closer adaptation of
our Party to these tasks.

Does our Party pass this test?

Our ‘international leadership, the
Communist International, in its
letter Sixth Convention,
formulated the main task of ou
Party as its “marked transforma-
tion from a propaganda sect into
a mass Party of revolutionary ac-
tion.” This transformation _ pre-
supposes Bolshevization. The Bol-
shevization of our Party is exactly
the process of making it into a
mass. party of revolutionary action.

This Bolshevization necessitates
the change of the relations of the
Party members to each other, the

to our

change of relations of the Party
members to their units and to the i
leaders of the Party, and finally.

the change of the relation of the
Party to the masses,
In the last year our Party dic

make substantial headway in this §

direction. However, the progres
was insufficient and in many in-
stances unsystematie.

The first wask to be considerec
is the activization of the Party
and the politicalization of its ac-
tivities. This change is not a merc
mechanical one. It presuppose
already a partial penetration b;
the Party of the working class
An active Party member, or an
active Party unit, are not the ones
that participate in or hold many
and long meetings, but the ones
that reach many workers and that
have their contacts organized and
systematized. - The political char-
acter of the activities of a Party
member or a Party unit are not
proven by the political nature of
the subjects they discuss in their
meetings but by the influence they
exercise upon the political activi-
ties of the workers with 'whom they
hgve contact. The activities of the
barty members and Party units
#3d the political character of these
avtivities must at once be the ce-
ment which binds the Party with
the working class and the magnet
which attracts the working class
to the Party. The Party can reg-
ister some progress in this field.

The unit meetings which in a,

not far distant past, have been
immune from any influence that
important events in the. class
struggle might exercise, have now
opened their doors to let the storm
of the class struggle enter. The
unit meetings become more and
more the training ground for the
members to fit them for their agi-
tational and organizational tasks
among the workers. The unit
meetings also become more and
more the sounding board of the
feelings and reactions of the
workers in the shop to events of
the class struggle. In this direc-
tion the recent campaign of the
Party for concretization has con-
tributed much, bu’ a completion
of this process is possible only by
a transformation of the basic Par-
ty units and the shop nuclei. The
political work of the Party urit
in the working class as well as
the. chance of the Party unit to
feel the pulse of the working class
at all times and on all issues, de-

pends upon its construction into.

the basic unit of the -working class,

the preductive unit:in sheps, fac-|

tories, miils and mines.
This PBoishevist reorganization
of the Party and the buildine of

fFighting Illiteracy in the Soviet Union

the roots of the Party into the|

shops and factories will also defeat
the efforts of the capitalist class
and its government to outlaw the
Party and to illegalize every ac-
tivity of the Party. The capitalist
class policeman may be able to
prevent the worker from going to
a Communist meeting by prevent-
ing such a meeting; but he cannot
prevent a Communist worker in
the shop from talking o -his fel-
low worker and from winning him
for struggle against capitalism.

In spite of a comparatively suc-
cessful recruiting campaign at the
beginning of the year, the member-
ship of the Party actually nemain-
ed unchanged. However, the fact
that a large section of our Party
membership, in some distriets more
than half, are new members, tes-
tifies to the fact that the results
of the recruitment campaign were
not mere pretenses. But why no
increase in membership?

A large section of our old Party
members have been so used to in-
activity that the activization of the
Party in many instances drove
them out. It would. be Wwrong to
explain this merely with a.lack of
revolutionary quality om the part

of these ex-members. This result
was largely due also to incorrect
methods in the campaign of activi-
zation, to tactlessness and especial-
ly to an insufficient ideological
campaign,

In the field of trade union work
our Bolshevization process was
least successful. This is mnot
merely a. shortcoming of our or-
ganizational activities, it is a po-
litical weakness of the first order.

The organization of the working
class for a revolutionary overthrow
of capitalism is possible only if
this working class is drawn into
the revolutionary struggle gradu-
ally through successive struggles
for immediate demands and for
the solution of immediate prob-
lems. The winning of the working
class for the revolution is not the
winning of the working class for
certain theoretical formulae. It
is rather the winning of the work-
ing class for the struggle in its
own immediate interests and the
development of this struggle into
a revolutionary one by gradually
adding in the minds of the work-
ers to the understanding of the
immediate interest and understand-
ing of their political class inter-
ests. b

If we understand this, we know
that our Party can never become
a mass Party without economic
mass organizations under our in-
fluence and leadership. Our Party
can never attract masses for the
political class struggle if it does
not succeed in organizing and in
leading masses into~ economic
struggles. A lack of understand-
ing of this point also represented
the major weakness of our recruit-
ing campaign last year.

The. recruiting campaign became

‘Imore of a problem .of arithmetic

than of the class .struggle. The

eampaign was conducted more by

Why the Bosses
Hate the GPU

{The Cheka)

(Lenin at a meeting of the Cheka
on the First Anniversary of the
October Revolution)

Comrades:
Celebrating the anniversary of

numerical addition of whoever con-
sented to be added, than of inten-
sive class struggle activities in
which the Party by its initiative
and leadership would attract the
most intelligent, the most active
and the most militant workers in-
to its ranks.. But whatever the| ., revolution, I should like to say
shortcomings-of the Party in this|, few words about the hard work
field still are, the very experiences | o¢ the Extraordinary Commission,
gathered during the last year will| :

be a considerable step toward de-| It is no wonder tha? “we hear not
cisive improvement. ]onl_\' from our enemies but also

The greatest weakness of the|from friends making attacks on the
Party is still its inability to es- | activities of the Cheka. Reviewing
tablish a more intimate contact | the activities of the Extraordinary
with the masses which it leads. In| Commission and comparing {hem
many instances Communist -14=-‘\\'i(h the attacks, I must say that
gans lead the masses, but the Par- | the latter are nothing but %alk
ty. does not. The basic reason|hardly worth mentioning. It re-
for this weaknegs is the sectarian|minds me of Kautsky's sermon on
conception still prevailing in our | pe dictatorship which he aeals

Ifarty abomA the united I.,‘")E“" m(‘"\\ith from the angle of beurgeois
tics. Here lies the reason for the| " ° : Fee
continuing propaganda character | bolitics. But we are speaking i
of the activities of the Party. In know that
the anti-war campaign for -:”".4uiru.- a very hard struggle t
stance,.we have per}etruted ““.‘t“!;)ronriatc the bourgeoisie, to estab-
deeply into the working class with Ry <hi
our propaganda against the threat- | lish a dictatorship. :
ening imperialist war and against| Marx said that between capital-
thes impending imperialist in!cl‘} ism and Communism there is a
vention against the Soviet Un-'!
ion. But we have no organized|
mass movement against this
and intervention. ~ :
The greatest step ‘toward the Lo Dear - on
overcoming of this weakness was ' greater will be their resistance,
made by the Party during the last | know how they dealt with the wro-
yeay in the unemployment cam-{atariat in France in 848 and we
paign. There, though slowly, the .
Party learned to realize the para-| 27¢ surprised
mount importance of real organi- (can forget the most elementavy
zation and real struggle and the{principles of Marxism when' ve-
indi_spex}sability fqr this real 0= | proaching us for being severe. We
ganiation  and. this veal. straggled oy LWL G uprising of the
for immedifte and partial de-|" : S
mands. Our unemployment cam-|Jjunkers in October, we must not
paign is the best manifestation ofjforget the organization of a 1um-
the progressive Bolshevization of [ber of insurrections On the one
the Party. The next step must be{hand we have to learn to perform
the application of the experiences | ereative work, and on the other,
of this campaign to the general!we have to break the resistance of
work of the Party, especially in|the bourgeoisie. The White Army
the anti-war campaign. {of Finland did not hesitate in
On the whole, we are justified!shooting down the workers of that
in stating that the last year was  country, notwithstanding its beast-
the year of greatest progress of |ed democracy The idea of the need
our Party on the road to Bolshevi-|for a dictatorship has deeply penes
zation. Not only did the Party|trated the broad masses, notwithe
actually improve considerably. its|standing its severit\y and difficul-
revolutipnary quality, but it be-|{ty. There is nc other way of
‘came more and more conscious of | emancipating the masses except
the gap that still exists between |through the violent suppression of
what it is and what it can and|the exploiters. And that is just
must do: | what the Cheka is doing, that is its
The Lenin Memorial campaign;service renderdd to the proletariat.
shall be made the occasion for dis-| BT B RAR e T
seminating the experiences of last |
year within our Party. It shall be
made the occasion to translate|
Leninism into a living and guiding |
principle of every activity of thei o
Party as well as its organizational |
forms and life,

m |

experience, we Y@=

€X=

pe-
riod of the revolutionary dictaiore
The meore

{the proletariat will bring presszure
{

R ship of the proletariat.

the bourgeoisie, the

to. see how peonle

Rosa Luxemburg

STALIN ON LEADERSHIP

The workers in the U.S.S.R.
grew up and received their
training in the storms of three
revolutions, .They learned, as
no other workers learned, to try
their leaders and to expel them
if they do not satisfy the inter-
ests of the proletariat. At one
time the most popular man in
our Party was Plekhanov. How-
ever, the workers did not hesi-
tate to isolate him completely
when they became convinced
that he had abandoned the pro-
letarian position. And if these
workers express their complete
confidence in the Communists,
elect them to respdnsible posts
_in the trade unions, it is direct
evidence that the strength and
stability of the Communist Par-
ty among the workers in the U.
S.8.R. is enormous. This is one
test of the andoubted sympathy
of the hroad masses of the
.workers for the Comunist Party.

e
“She was and remains ‘an
eagle; and not only will lper
memory always oe highly es-
teemed by the Communists ~/ all
the world, but her biography and
the compiete collection of her
writings will be useful for the
. instruction of many generations

of Communists in all countries.”
—V. 1. Lenin.
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THE HOOVER

‘HINK, weorkers! Bf\ck in Teddy
Roosevelt’s first administration,

to be exact im the year of 1906,
American camtalism “began” to
build the Hoover Dam. Czar Nich-
olas “the Bloody” had just crushed
the 1305 Revolution, Lenin was a
‘hunted refugee'in exile. The Bol-
shevik Revolution of 1917 was yet
eleven years distant. That, work-
ers, was the time president Roos-
evelt “took the first steps” to build |

the Boulder Dam, now re—namedi
the “Hoover Dam.” It is now 1931, |
and, says the “Outlook and In-|

dependent”  magazine,

“within |
seven or eight years it will be|
completed.” {

At that time, in 1906, the Dnie-
per River was flowing past the |
tiny Ukrainian village of Kichkas, |
where peasants slaved and starved |

-under the whip of the Czar, the|

cross fo the priest, steeped in en-|
forced igmorance and Christian|
drunkeness, never even dreaming !
that on May 1, 1932, socialist con- |
struction, under a .Workers’ and|
Peasants’ government, would de-|
liver to the socialized industries of |
the Soviet Union a giant hydro- |
electrie plant, provided by Lenin’s |
Electrification Plan of December
1920, fully completed, magically |
built on the site of the vanished |
peasant village. That, workers, is |
what is actually being done at|
Dnieperstroy!

The Hoover Dam and Dnieper- |
siroy are construction projects
easy to compare. Both are huge.
But if anything the Soviet project
is the larger and certainly the
most difficult. Hugh Cooper, the
consultant engineer, says that
Dnieperstroy Dam—*“will be the
largest dam in the wrold. There
will be nine main generating units
of 84,000 horse-power each. The |
dam and auxiliary plants that will
eventually be built around it will
furnish all the electric power ne-
cessary for 16,000,000 people.”

He continues: “Dnieperstroy is
one of the most difficult, if not
the most difficult engineering
work of its kind that the world
has ever attempted.” He refers to
the déPpths necessary to go to get
firm foundation; then: “The fact
that when the dam is finished the
quantity of water going over the
top of the dam in times of flood
will be greater than has ever gone
over a similar dam in any part fo
the world, made the question of
foundation jmportant. In times of
flood a greater quantity of water
by about 50 per cent, will have
to go over the top of the dam
than over the St. Lawrence River.”

Dnieperstrop will furnish more
power than Muscle Shoals. It will
cost some $110,000,000. While the
American capitalist press makes
much of the fact that American
engineers are employed, yet the
fact is that ‘Dnieperstroy is being
built according to the designs
made by and under the supervision
of Soviet engineers. Cooper and

(A Comparison of Socialist and Capitalist Construction)

the other American engineers, also
some Germans—are only present
as consultants, the Chief Engineer
is a Russian named Winter, and
the engineer staff is almost ail
Russian or Ukrainian — which is
the same to eapitalists, as they are
both Soviet.

But' if there are difficulties en-
countered

By HARRISON GEORGE

now, when ecapitalism is in his-
toric decline. The ecapitalist gov-
ernment has droves of expert agri-
culturists teaching new methods
of growing more farm products,
and a Secretary of Agriculture
telling the farmers not to grow
more, but less.

The two main questions whose

in building Dnieper-| solution under capitalism’s rules is

stroy, they are as nothing com-|even yet blocking the Hoover Dam

A contrast
in projects:
'Lhe large pho-
to shows the
rapid rise of
the giant Dni-
e p er strey,
which will be
completed in
1932, 5 years
after the first
shevel of dirt

was turned.

pared to those surrounding the
building of the Hoover Dam. Not
that there are so many physical
difficulties in the aectual work of
damming the Colorado River, at
the town of Las Vegas, Nevada.
The “Hoover” Dam, socalled —
though by the time it is built it
will doubtless be named over again
as Hoover will have passed, scorn-
ed and detested, into oblivion—will
be - higher but narrower than
Dnieperstroy, and. will have no
trouble in finding solid rock found-
ation,

Where the Hoover Dam has
trouble is in the faet that capital-
ism is the economies and political
system under wheh technical ad-
vance is obstructed at every turn.
It was not always so, but is so

project, is: Who will get the water
for irrigation? And, Which, among
the private capitalist power com-
panies, will.get to steal the power:
But on these two questions alone,
the building of the dam, at first
called the Boulder Dam, has been
dragging along for a generation.

The first question was water;
and by 1921, just talking about the
dam had produced a first class
row, since the states drained bp
the Colorado River’s upper tribut-
aries, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah
and New ‘Mexico, were opposed to
the states of Arizona, Nevada and
California getting more water
than they did.

Herb Hoover, the White House
prophet of “Prosperity in Sixty
Days,” then Secretary o{ Com-

merce, presided at a conference in
1921°to fix up the quarrel between
the seven states. At the time, the
Soviet was still wrecked by inva-
sion, famine™ and blockade. Of
course the Commerce Department
really ‘had no jurisdiction. Building
the dam is the job of the Depart-
ment of Interior, and more preci-
sely of its Reclamation Bureau.
But then, of course, the govern-

The
photo
the

small
shows

site of

Hoover dam,

which w a s

first planned

and which will
probably
be finished be-

fore the end

of the presen:

decade.

———
————

-

ment could not really do anything.
So any work that is done, is by
private contractors — who know
how easy graft goes with the De-
partment of the Interior from rich
experience.

Although Hoover “presided” at
the Santa Fe Conference in 1921,
he didn’t settle much—“untangled
problems have been left over from
the conferenee,” says the magazine
“Outlook and Independent.” Ari-
zona refused and still refuses to
ratify the conference agreement,
and has a bitter fight with Cali-
fornia_over the water—is prepar-
ing a petition to the U. S. Supreme
Court for an injunction to stop
construction until Arizona “rights”
are determined. Acres of legal
opinions have been written on the

25 years ago, |

not !

DAM AND DNIEPERSTROY

subject. Such things never hap
pened or could have happered i
the Soviet Union with Dnicper
stroy.

But that was only a start. Powe
is now the main question, and the
“Qutlook” puts it this way: “Shal
the electricity drawn from a pub-
lic dam be farmed to a private
agency for profit, or shall it be
given to the public at cost?” S
cleverly have the capitalist politi
cians handled this problem, tha!
the “Outlook” says that, “the an
swer to both questions is *Yes’
“Let the “Outlook” tlel how man;
agencies had to “decide”:

“The question of disposal was
passed upon by the four agencies
which necessity compelled: first,
Congress; second, the Whit
House, both under Coolidge and
Hoover; third, Secretary of the
Interior, Wilbur; fourth, the City
of Los Angeles.”

Here is “organization” for you!
With a flock of capitalist politi-
| cians all itching for graft from

't the power interests, and a bevy

| of power interests trying to stab
}v:wh other in the back.

Mr. Borah, the bushy-haire
hero of the liberals, strode forward
| with an “amendment” that no
power go to corporations. Then,
he withdrew his amendment! A
slick servant of corporations who,
| as Secretary Wilbur’s “department
| solicitor” speaks as an oracle, de-
cided that Wilbur would uphold
{ “public interest” by turning the
power over to private companies.

Los Angeles has a municipal
power graft apparatus and wants
most of the power. The Southern
California Edison Co., after using
its influence for years and years
to block construction, when con-
struction was decided on finally,
was the first to demand a con-

cession—and among the first
claims recognized by Secretary
Wilbur!

So, says the “Outlook”—Within
seven or eight years the dam will
be completed, and within ten years
the river will begin to bestow its
full beneficence.”

That, workers, that is capitalist
construction! “Begun” in 1906, and
possibly finished in 1937 or 1938!
That is the *“wonderful” Hoover
Dam! But—by December 4, 1930,
the workers of the Soviet Union,
breaking all world records at plac-
ing conecrete at Dnieperstroy, had
laid foundation enough to insure
the completion of the great Dnie-
perstroy project by May 1, 1932,
five years after the first shovel
turned the first dirt in the now
vanished village of Kichkas.

Such is the story, enlightening,
but the coldest of cold facts, of
the superiority, technically and so-
cially, of socialist_construction un-
der 2 Workers and Farmers gov-
ernment. It is the story of how
much more effective, in bringing
construction projects into living
reality, was Lenin, the great rev-
olutionist, than Hoover, the great
engineer.”

Dear Comrades:

In reply to your letters congra-
tulating us on the Thirteenth An-
niversary of the October Revolution,
I am glad to send you and the
whole of the working class of your
country my fraternal greetings. I
congratulate you on the heroic fight
against the ramshackle capitalism,
for your bitter fight against all
enemies of the USSR, for your

during 13 years have been success-
fully constructing socialism. With
every new year we see progressing
and increasing the achievements in
the workers’ state. Unemployment
is completely eliminated. 1,600,-
000 workers got their work in
the newly constructed factories and
shops. The wages increased about

Greetings from the Soviet Union

economy and the trade are develop-
ing in the socialist way. Private
capitalism possesses only about 1.8
pe= cent of the whole national rev-
enue. After two years the USSR
will be in possession of 45 power-
ful electro-stations with the cap-
acity of 25 billion kilowat-hours in-
stead of 5 billion kilowat-hours that
we have now. The achievements
in the agriculture are also great,
for example, 25 per cent of the
individual economies are already
collectivized, in some districts even
up to 50 per cent. The result of
this is the increase of the crop in
1930 from 4,200 million puds to
5,500 million puds.

These are the essential successes
in the economic domain. But also

40 per cent. The industry, the
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in the cultural revolution there are
remarkable achievements: the illit-
eracy is rapidly disappearing, the
working m s and their young
generations studying and acquir-
ing all knowledge and sciences to
be able to replace the old hostile
and counter-revolutionary technical
specialists.

Comrades, perhaps you have read
in your workers’ newspapers about
the constant efforts of the capitalist
world to provoke a war against the
USSR. The recently discovered
counter-revolutionary parties and
groups of the damagers shows very
clearly to the workers that the in-
tensive battle between labor and
capitalism is not yet finished
in the USSR, inspite of the asser-

Wew gvd

(s

tions of the right opportunists and
the left ones. The capitalist ser-
vants in USSR, representatives of
the world capitalism, are organiz-
ing insurrections against the USSR,
and the foreign bourgeoisie helps
them, provides them with money.
Still more, the foreign bourgeoisie
is organizing a provocation of war
zgainst the USSR t« invade the
land with the air: of uvertbrowinz
the Soviet Government by military
force, for reestablishing the power
of blood-thirsty capitalism.

The Soviet proletariat is proud
and strong in realization of the
support of the organized world pro-
letariat. With your help and sup-
port, with your heroic fight against
your own capitalist class, with your

g ith

active cooperation, the Soviet work-
ers will continue and successfully
achieve the so‘iialist construetion.
We will push away all opportunists
and rencgades who intend to stop
or to weaken the victorious march
o the Proletarian World Revolu-
tion. .
ASOCIO DIL AMIKI
DI INTERNACION LINGUA
“IDO"

A number of Russian workers
from the factories and mills will
correspond with American workers
You can write your letters in al
national languages.

Address:
Internaciona Proletariat .
Tdo-Korespondo
Kiev, USSR, per. Nesterovsky,
No. 9, room 6
Moscow 9, Postbox No. 321.




 stones were being laid, when the
| first Party circles were being or-
ganized.”
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,,- STALIN and LENIN

(E:qerpts ﬁom an amlele by L. Kaga.novlch)
5

+ il
I *When Lenin died, many of us'
@perienced a painful feeling of un-
eertainty. Many thought: how shall
we finish Lenin's work without
Lenin? Thinking thus, comrades
d@id not suspect that actually they
were sharply criticizing Lenin hlm-l
#elf. Lenin built our Party as a
mass proletarian party, combining
iron discipline, a centralized organi- |
Zzation, strong leaders and profes- |
sional revolutionaries with the
broadest participa = .1 of the prole-
tarian masses, and the recruitment
of more and more proletarians into !
its Bolshevik ranks. |

“Lenin trained up hundreds and |
thousands of aciive party builders, |
from among the illegal workers, who |
had fought shoulcer to shoulder |
with him, learned from him how to
build a party, learned how to lmu;
it through difficulties and setbacl\v
to victory. {

It is just this force of old pro- |
fessional revolutionaries who, back-
ed by the masses, are now continu-
ing and completing the work begun
by Lenin.

The Party, stricken by the death
of .its leader, began to study aues-
tions of party leadership with es-
pecial care and vigilance. The Par-
ty kn.w that in the ranks of its
leadership there were those who
had wavered and fallen away from |

sLenin in the most difficult days. The |
Party knew that in the ranks of
the Party leadership was to be I
found the Menshevik of yesterday,
Trotsky. But the Party knew also
that in the ranks of the Party was |

still to be found one of the direct|?

disciples of Lenin, who during the |
whole period of his 22 years of Bol-
shevik activity had never left Len- |
in’s side, had always carried on =
consistent Leninist policy, and in
the most difficult years, the years
of reaction,” had been one of the
most forceful builders of the Party
This disciple of Lenin is Comrade
Stalin.

“Stalin Belonged to that category
of old professional revolutionaries
which has worked from day to day
to build up the Party, in circum-
stances of difficulties and defeat,
firmly and unwaveringly moving vO' i
wards the goal, fully convinced that
the Party would conquer in the
end. -

The role of Stalin as one of the |
best organizers and builders of our
Party was already predetermined
during the dawn of development of
sur party, when the foundation

with the revision of the theory of
Marx. Lenin, in a violent struggle
against Menshevism and revision-
ism, defended the purity of Marxian
theory., Revisonism and opportun-
ism have the quality of reviving in

new forms and in new species, even |

-

sky was still fairly high, when|

many still considered him above all
criticism, Comrade Stalin was the
first openly and decisively before
the whole Party, to speak of the

ism, went against the Party and its
Central Committee, and made a
bloc with Trotsky, who was moving
over to the counter-revolution, In
those days, iron will, constancy, and

Menshevism of Trotsky, and called | most of all, deep theoretical under-

3

|

JOSEPH STALIN, General Secretary, C. P. S. U.

in the conditions of proletarian dic-
tatorship.”
. . . AN

“But greatest of all were the ser-
vices rendered by Comrade Stalin in
defending the theoretical princi-
ples of Leninism after Lenin's death,
when the oldest adversary of Lenin
—Trotsky—remaining true to Men-
shevism and fighting against Lenin
even during his lifetime, revealed his
true self and attacked the Party on
basic questions of theory and poli-
tics. When the authority of Trot-

Trotskyismo, against its attempts to
revise Lenin on fundamental ques-
tions: the nature of cur revolution,
the relation of the proletariat to the
peasantry, the question of the con-
struction of the Party. This strug-
gle took on a particularly sharp
form when Zinoviev and Kameney,
who prided themselves on being the
closest disciples and co-workers of
Lenin, tried to throw their own
weight into the service of Trotsky,
when they hypocritically and phar-
isically; under the cover of Lenin-

|and not omly to do

§ | tasks.
| ditions,

the party to a decisive fight against | standing “of Leninism; and confi-

dence of being in the right, were
needed to struggle determinedly

| against and finally smash these at-

tacks of ‘the enemies of Leninism;
this, but to
mobilize the masses of the people

| to fulfill the will of Lenin, to re-
| inforce the dictatorship of the pro-
| letariat,
fHerc the greatest service of Stalin
| was that he was able to give prin-
| cipal
%the question of the possibility of
| building Socialism in our country.

and to build Socialism.

emphasis, as it deserved, to

| Stalin defended this Leninist theory
| in the struggle against those petty-
bourgeois, Menshevik opportunists |

md whiners who completely damed
the possibility of building Socialism |
[ in our country, and hid their denig] |

“Iit every new stage of our devel-

| opment, Comrade Stalin has brought

| forward first class organizational |
With the advent of new con- |
Comrade Stalin, has more
than once emphasized the new re- |
qun(n'enlﬁ demanded of the lead-
ership. These t
in the following
“‘To sit at the helm and keep
watch, seeing nothing until seme

way:—

calamity overfakes us——this is no
Bolshevism
does not interpret leadership in
this\way. To lead means to fore-
see; and to foresee, comrades, is
not always so 'simple. It is one
thing when a dozen other leading
comrades keep watch -and notice
defects in our work; but the work-
ing masses do not waut t{o keep
watch, or cannot do so; they
therefore do not notice the defects.
Then there is every chance that
one may miss something, fail to
see everything. It is quite another
thing when, together with dozens
of other leading comrades, there
keep watch, hundreds of thous-
ans and millions of workers; see-
ing the shortcomings in our work,
bringing to light our mistakes,
taking up the common cause of
Socialist construction, and point-
ing out the way to improve the
position.’

kind of leadership,

(From a speech at the meeting
of the Active of the Moscow Or-’
ganization of ‘the C.P.S.U. con
cerning the work of the April
Plenum of the Central Committee
of the C.P.S.U, April, 1928)

FACTS OF LENIN'’S LIFE

Vladimir Ilyitch Ulianov-Lenin
was born on April 23, 1870, in the
town of Simbrisk. His ancestors
v-ere peasants. He graduated from
Simbirsk college in 1887, receiving
the highest ratings in all subjects.
That fall he was expelled from
Kasan University, which he had
just entered, for participation in
student movements. In 1891, he
passed his examination in the Law
Faculty at Petersburg and obtain-
ed the degree of Assistant Bar-
rister. In 1888 Lenin began to
study Marx.

By 1898, when comrade Lenin

g

since then carried on & strnmﬂe
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against the Mensheviks. He re-
turned to Russia to take part in
the 1905 revolution, but after this
subsided, on the insistence of the
comrades, in went abroad. This
second iod of exile was some-
what shorter but a more difficult
period.
, Already in 1910 there were
symptoms of revival of the revo-
lutionary wave. Before and during
the war of 1914-1918, Lenin was
carrying on a fight against the
opportunism of the Second Inter-
national and was buildfhg up the
organization and discipline of the
revolutionary forces. He laid the
foundation for the establishment
of the Communist International.
In 1917 Lenin returned to Rus-
sia, where all of his abilities and
long revolutionary experience were
thrown into the October Revolu-
tion. In 1918 was wounded by a
Social Revolutionist, but he re-
covered and returned to his work
,of establishing the new  Soviet
Union and leading it through m
first trying years.

“The - n«rm,. 1e¢da~
‘died on Jannary 21. 1994 . .

Lenin’s Collected
Works

In order to give every active re-
volutionist an .opportunity to ob-
tain Lenin’s works, the Interna-
tional Publishers have now organ-
ized a popularly priced edition of
those volumes that have already
appeared. The edition is in every
detail identical with the original
one, except in price. The price is
cut in half, :

The volumes so far published
and available in the present low
priced edition contain the most
important of Lenin’s writings.
“The Iskra Period” embodies the
theoretical crystallization of bol-
shevism. “The Imperialist War”
formulates the Leninist struggle
against war, which is so important
at this moment of imminent war
danger. “The Revolution of 1917”
embodies the Leninist preparation
and organization of the November
Revolution. - And in “Materialism
and Empirico-Criticism” we have
Lenin’s most important theoretical
work,".a -defense and development
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tasks he has defined |

pf the uam(st mmﬂw materhlr ing

Lenin Thoughts on
.
Intervention
In Lenin’s writings we ﬂnd" a deep
Marxian analysis of intervention, its
causes, development, and its misere
able end for world capitalism. Ta
be acquainted with the fundamene

[ tal thoughts of Lenin on this quess
tion is very important for the un-
| derstanding of the naturr of the
present intervention conspiracies of

lmth Left phrases about the world | | Poincare and Briand, as well as of
Umohm(m ®

| all leading imperialist powers in so
| far as they are a continuation of
| the policies of Clemenceau and Foch
in the years 1918-1920.

Below we give various quotations
from Lenin, dealing with interven-
tion: ’

“The representatives of the ruling
| classes stake all on intervention and
| war because for them these are the
iﬁnal and decisive battles and they
i will ;not stop before any crimes in

i order to destroy the Soviet power.
_)oes not the history of Socialism,
| particularly of French Socialism,
| which is so rich in revolutionary
!:;tx"i.\'mgs, show us that when the
| toiling masses take power into their
| hands, the ruling classes commit
unheard of crimes and carry through
shootings when the mcneybags are
{in danger? Capital in the
| Soviet Union is allied with inter-
nationat-capital.”

“The Soviet Union could have
i been destroyed only then when the
people who shouted so*much about
the defense of the fatherland gnd
about their patriotism, showed their
frue capitalist nature and started to
work out conspiracies today, with
the German bayonets in order to-
gether with them, to murder the
Ukrainian Bolsheviks, tomorrow with
the Turkish bayonets in order to ate
tack the Bolsheviks, after tomor=
row with the Czecho-Slovakian bay=
onets in order to abolish the Soviet
power and murder Bolsheviks. Only
foreign assistance, only with the aid
of foreign bayonets, only by selling
Russia to Japanese bayonets, Ger=-
man, Turkish, only these methods
have up to now given a shadow fo
success to the conspirators of the
capitalists and landlords.”
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“We have achievea victory because
we were united. Because we suc-
ceeded in winning allies in the
camp of our enemies and our ene-
mies, who are much more power-
ful than' we are, have suffered de-
feat because amongst them, there is
no unity, there can be no unity, be-
cause every month of our struggle
with them, meant disintcgntion in
their own camp.”
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“The armies of the allies have
proven to be incapable of carrying
on & battle against the revol
ary Soviet Russia. We have taken
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