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Riy

Comrades and friends: We have
witnessed here this afternoon an

incident such as has happened in
Russia on many occasions. No
doubt, under the reign of the Czar
there have been many times when
attempts have been made to stop
the telling of the truth. There
have been many occasions when
those who are the servants of the
ruling class in society have tried
to prevent those who were fighting
for the liberties of: the people from
uttering the things that they de-
and- this afternoon
we have here in the United States
witnessed § thing” which we have
80 often condemned in Russia, the
land of darkness and dread things.
But, in spite :of fhis having ta k( n
place, I will proceed with my sneech
just as I proposetiito make it to
you befo¥e it happéned. I am going
to presendt’to you my ideas, my
thoughts, m regagd to the present
war and’ the ‘hmg which the peo-
ple of tHis couxtrv fd(\&. at the pre-
sent time.:

This is not a war for freedom.
It is not a war for the liberties
of mankind. It is.a war to secure
the investments and profits of the
ruling class of this country.

The only reason. we are in this
war now is because it is to the in-
terests of the ruling class, the cap-
{talist class of this country, to have
us in the war, and I am going to
show it to you.

I am speaking to you as Karl
Liebknecht spoke in the German
nation, as he spoke in the Parlia-
ment of that country, when he de-
nounced the war as a war of the
ruling class and stated his unalter-
able opposition to that war. And

“ I say to you that if you are in-

spired by this ideal... if you are
inspired with that which will bring
about a better world, then you

‘must stand up and fight for that

ideal. You must fight side by side
with those who are fighting this
war.

We of the Socialist Party are
carrying on this fight. We are here
to carry on this fight. We are here
to organize the workers of this
country for this struggle. We are
working towards this end, that out
of the chaos of this war there may
come a new society, a new world,
8 new organization of the people,
which will end the cause of war by
ending the private ownership of the

C. E. RUTHENBERG

Born July 9, 1882—Died March 2, 1927.

industry which brings war into ex- International,

istence,

RUTHENBERG BEFORE
A CAPITALIST COURT

We are re-printing excerpts from
the 1920 trial which took place in
New York. Comrade Ruthenberg
was indicted under the New York
Criminal Anarchy Law for the pub-
lication of the Manifesto which was
issued by the conference of dele-
gates representing the left wing of
the Socialist Party, held on New
York on June 21, 1919:

Questioned By District Attorney *

Q: You spoke about the Second

The Aim of the Communist
Party

By C. E. RUTHENBERG

(From “the Farmer-Labor United
~Front,” 1923)

What is the aim of a Com-
munist Party: For what purpose
is it organized? When we answer
these questions we will lay doyvn
the principles which must guide
us in all our work. As a Com-
munist Party we are fighting to
bring about in the United States
the proletarian revolution, estab-
lish a Soviet government and the

_~dictatorship of the proletariat.

That aim is the reason for our
existence and all our policies must
lead us to the achievement of that
aim. If they lead us in that di-
rection then they are correct Com=

cles, that the conditions for a pro-
letarian revolution were: first,
that the capitalist class could no
longer rule, and second, that there
must be a will to power on the
part of the working class. . . .
The inability of the capitalists
to rule is not something which
grows out only of the work of our
party, but this condition comes
into existence as a result of the
development of inner economic
forces of the capitalist system.
The task of our party as a
Communist Party is to create the
second condition for the prole-
tarian revolution; that is, the will
to power on the part of the work-
ing class. In order that such a
will to power may exist we must

was that the Basle
Conference?

A. No, it had repeated conferen-
ces every three years during the
period it existed.

Q: Now, I think that you told
us that the Second International
broke to pieces, because it did not

carry out the Basle Resolution?

A: That and its general attitude
in regard to the tactics of the re-
volutionary movement,

Q: Those are generalizations.
What I am trying to get you down
to is just the specific acts. What
was there in the Basle Resolution

l
|
|

| to war,

ar

that the Second International failed
to carry out that caused
up?

A: The declaration that in cas¢
an imperialist war broke out, the
Socialist Parties of the variocut
countries should act against that
war. In place of so doing, the
Socialist parties betrayed their
trust and supported the govern-
ments in the war,

- - -

Q: What other acts do you say
that the Second International fail-
ed to perform in order to prevent
the war?

A: That would be about
idea of what the resolution
quired.

Q: The Basle Resolution spoke

its break-

my
re«

| about the desirability' of civil war

in the event that the nations went
didn’t it?

A: I do not think those
the words of the Basle Resolution.
It states that the imperialist war
should be turned into civil war.

are

Q: Should be turned into a
what?

A: Into a civil war.

Q: You mean by that if the

governments go to war, one with
another, that the proletariat should
take advantage of the situatiomn,
and change it into a civil war in
the country, so that the proletariat
might succeed in conquering the
government ?

A: My view of that statement
is that if it required any action on
the part of the organized workers
in opposition to the war, to the
extent of overthrowing the existing
government and establishing a
working class government in its
place, in order to stop the war....

Q: _And is what I stated one of
the acts...

The Court: And if necessary to
accomplish that, by a civil revolu=
tion?

The Witness: If the conditions were
such that the proletarian strexgth
and the developments of the situ-
ation in any particular country
made that possible, as it happened
in Russia through the breakdown
of the existing government, then
the Basle Resolution required such
action.

The Need for Social Insurance

By C. E. RUTHENBERG

(From the “Chicago Daily Social-
ist,” August 8, 1910)

The most glaring anomaly of our
modern industrial system is the
fact- that those who produce the

wealth of the world are least sure
of their subsistence. The men and
women who by their efforts bring
forth the necessities of life are least
certain of securing enough of
these necessities to supply their
own needs.

The lives of the workers are one
constant uncertainty. They know
not whether on the morrow an ac-
cident may not incapacitate them
for further work, or whether {ll-
ness, often the result of the work
they do, may not make it impos-
sible for them to continue to labor,
and if they are lucky enough to
escape both these they have still
to fear the loss of their jobs and
consequent unemployment.

And should they be so fortunate
as to have accident, illness, and un-
employment pass them by, they still
have to face the problem of provid-
ing for their old age. When in-
dustry has squeezed them dry of
strength and energy, when they

compete with the young and strong,
they are cast out and left to face
slow starvation or the poorhouse.
In their declining years the soldiers
of industry, who have given their
all to society, must suffer the great-
est misery and the most privations.

Of course, the capitalistic minded
will ask why, in the time of pros-
perity, the worker does not provide
for the time of adversity., Why in
years of health and strength he
does not save enough of his earn-
ings to keep him in old age, illness,
or when accident has laid him low.

Yes, WHY?

Because he does not receive
enough for his services even when
regularly employed to keep himself
and his family in common com-
fort. If he saves at all it must be

at the expense of depriving himself
of many comforts.

How can they provide for ac-
cidents and illness? How can they
lay away enough to provide for old
age? For them it is a struggle to
secure a livelihood now, and they
can give no thought to the future.
And how often are their already
small wages cut down by unem-
ployment! They are ready and will~
ing to work to secure for them-
selves food, clothing, and shelter,
but our crazy industrial system
forces them to remain idle.

When the workers show they are
really in earnest, when they really
revolt, they may expect legislation
which will provide against some of
the insecurity which is now their
lot.

LET’S FIGHT ON!

(On March 2, 1927, Charles E. Ruthenberg, Secretary of the Amer-
ican Communist Party since its organization in 1919, except for the
period he spent in prison, breathed his last. Conscious of approach-
ing death he gave his last thoughts to the Party and the movement
to which he devoted the best years of his life.
were at his bedside to convey the following message to all his com-
rades in the Communist mevement,)

TELL THE COMRADES TO CLOSE THEIR RANKS, TO BUILD
THE PARTY. THE AMERICAN WORKERS UNDER THE LEAD-

He asked those who

3

” win the support of the majority ERSHIP OF OUR PARTY AND THE CO: WILL WIN.
Tomint- poticy. of the working class for the pro- | can no longer keep up the pace set || yermg PIGHT ONI
Lenin said, in one of his arti- | letarian revolution. in modern machine production,
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Before the Red Kremlin Wall

By J. LOUIS ENGDAHL

Before the Red Wall of the
Lremlin in Moscow are the graves |
of three fallen fighters in the |
American revolutionary struggle:
C. E. Ruthenberg, the founder and
leader of the American Communist |
Party; William D. Haywood, feared |
strike leader, and John Reed,
writer, speaker, author of “Ten
Days that Shook the World.” |

The fourth anniversary of the |
death of Ruthenberg, March 2, |
1927, recalls sharply the fact that |
his ashes lie buried in Moscow.
One almost hears again the salvo
of shots from the rifles of Red
Army infantry atop the Kremlin
Wall, as the Red Army Band in
the Square beneath ends the
Funeral March. In the Red Square
itself stood thousands of Red|
Army soldiers and other thousands
of workers from shops and fac- |
tories. They had just listened to
speeches delivered from the Trib-

une of the Lenin Mausoleum.
Symbol of Solidarity.
The Ruthenberg Funeral had
been reviewed in these speeches

as an expression of
unity of the workers in two na-
tions at epposite poles—the work-
ers of the Soviet Union just en-|
tering upon
econstruction, and the workers of |
the United States of America, the
land of the most powerful im-
perialism.

In the days quickly following thc
Ruthenberg Funeral in Moscow,
black world reaction moved quickly
in its 1927 war moves against the
Workers’ Republic The British
government raided - Arcos, the
Soviet trading orgamization in
England; trade and diplomatic re-
lations were broken off; the
Soviet ambassador, Voikov, was
assassinated in the Warsaw rail- |
road station as Poland’s effort to
provoke the war on behalf of her
masters; American ambassadors
in West European countries joined
verbally in the attack on the Soviet
Power,

These were the 1927 days of
boasted American “prosperity”
with huge profits, when the “Ford
System” of mass production and
good wages was heralded espe-
cially by the German sociale de-
mocracy as the cure for the ills
of capitalism. In these days the
British trade unions, as well as

| others on the continent, fulfilled

| System”” has been forgotten as the

| British Labor Party, the
| social-democracy

| Flan and Wall Street imperialism

the growing |¢
{ the cld, decay

the period of Socialist |

the hopes of Samuel Gompers by
adopting or aping the “industrial
peace” program of the American
Federation of Labor.

The four years sifice Ruthenberg
died have brought great changes.
The bubble of American “pros-
perity” has exploded. The “Ford

cure-all for the ills of the profit
system. Workers in Europe sweat-
ing under it have repeatedly re-
belled. Under the lash of the
German
and the French
Socialists, the workers in these
and other countries suffer increas-
through wage cuts, the
'ning work-day, intolerable
conditions, lockouts, the terror of
boss class justice, especially when
they go «
All this time,
1

Soviet Union of

mgiy,
len~th

n strike.

the
Five-Year

however,
the

of mounting
increasing mi
site ).nf'-:
the buildi
order, on

unemployment and
:ery remain at oppo-
leading the struggle for
g of the new social
one hand defending
ing, disintegrating so-
on the other-—Commu-
ainst capitalism. This means
at today the war danger is’
greater than ever. It was immi-

cial order
nism ag

nent in 1927 when the Five-Year
Plan was still on paper. It stands
black and murderous upon the hor-
izon in 1931 in the third year
of victory of the tremendous Five-
Year effort «f Russia’s toiling mil-
lions that will be completed in four
years, even in three and one-half

years.
Ruthenberg was a fighter
against imperialist war. He suf-
fered many months, years, in

prison because of his opposition to
the last world slaughter, 1914-18.
The burial of Ruthenberg’s ashes
in the Red Kremlin Wall in Mos-
cow is an American Communist
pledge to struggle more ener-
getically than ever against the
growing storm—the threatening
imperialist war. The four years

since Ruthenberg died seem to
have passed swiftly. But they

cover years of tremendous change
—the Workers’ Republic rapidly on
the unerade, the premier capitalist
republic slipping, plunging down-
grade, yet seeking by every means
to organize the attack, the war,
against the Workers’ Power that
threatens its existence. In memory
of Ruthenberg the American Com-
munist Party gives greater energy
than ever to building the war |
against the war, for the rising of
American labor and its revolu- |
tionary victory. i

A delegation of the Communist International which met the train on
which Ruthenberg’s ashes were transported to Moscow. J. Louis Engdahl
is among the group. Y

Ruthenberg and the Youth

By GIL GREEN
Comrade Ruthenberg, was an un-
ompromising fighter against Am-
erican imperialism. He fought re-
lentlessly against the reformists and.
betrayers of the A. F. of L. and the
socialist party. His heroic struggle
against the last war, marks one of
the best examples of revolutionary
-struggle against imperialist war.

Fought Against War.

On May 1, 1817, Ruthenberg or-
ganized the largest demonstration
ever held in Cleveland, against the
war, He spoke to the tens of thou-
sands of workers and called for a
fight to the finish against capital-
ism, as the only way to abolish war.
For his courageous struggle against
the war, C. E. Ruthenberg, like
Karl Liebknecht in Germany, was
thrown in prison.

‘WHen the Russian workers took
power in November 1917, Comrade
Ruthenberg was one of the first
who worked for the aid and the
defense of the Soviet Republic.

| _workers, which is just learning

Realized Importance of Youth

Many times Comrade Ruthenberg
wrote and spoke of the importance
of the young workers in the class
struggle. In the youth, Comrade+
Ruthenberg saw the new genera- J
tion of fighters that would lead the
American class battles. Just prior
to his death, Comrade Ruthenberg
wrote:

“On the new generation of

from bitter experiences the char-
acter of the existing system of
exploitation, rests the hope of
creating a working class move-
ment..."”

The importance of the Young
Communist League as the instru-
ment through which the youth are
to become imbued with a new
fighting spirit, was constantly em-
phasized by Comrade Ruthenberg.

“The work of imbuing this
spirit in the young workers who
will be the militant fighting cen-
ter of the working elass move-

4
L,

. against the capitalists to make of

‘| that in order to be successful in

ment tomorrow, is the task of the
Young Workers (Communist)"
League. In directing the work of
the League into these channels
in an effort to reach in-
fluence the young workers in in-
dustry, teaching them the neces-
sity of their organizing to fight

them militant trade union fight-
ers, the Young Workers (Com-
munist) League is taking up one
of the most important probléems
of the working class movement.”
Comrade Ruthenberg, realized

winning the working class youth,
the Communist Party must give the
Young Communist League not only
political guidance, but every day
help. He wrote in the same article,
“The Youth and the Trade Unions”

“Our Party must give earmest
and ‘enthusiastic support to the
work of the League. The task of
spreading our ideas and our cam-
paigns among the young workers
has not been supported to the
full extent, that the Party is able
to give support... The  Party
members must study the propo-
sals, organization plans, cam-
paigns initiated by the Young
Workers (Communist) League,
and devise ways and means of
aiding them in carrying out the
campaigns.”

The young workers today, with
the growing danger of an imperial-
ist war, especially a war against
the Soviet Union, must turn more
and more to the life and struggles
of Comrade Ruthenberg, for in-
spiration and guidance. We must
conduct a merciless struggle against

the preparations for war, and pre- |/

pare the youth for the active de-
fense of the Soviet Union. This
can best be done thru following
the ;uidanoe of Comrade Ruthens |

»mwm,g

Ruthenberg As A Practical |
Worker

By ALFRED WAGNKNECHT.

It is fitting, upon this anniver-
sary of the death of Comrade Ruth-
enberg, to place before our Party
and all workers a scene from his
revolutionary aectivities which is
seldom referred to.

As secretary of the socialist party
in Cleveland he created one of the
largest and best functioning or-
ganizations in the movement at the
time. Allowing fully for the left
trend in the Cleveland organiza-
tion, due to Ruthenberg’s class
struggle policies (as differentiated
from the opportunist, class collab-
oration policies of the socialist
party leaders at the time) and
which wrote May First in Cleve-
land indelibly into the history of
working-class struggles, Ruthen-
berg understood thoroughly the im-

mense value of practlcal day to day |

work.

Every day for many years, after?
a full day’s work for his boss, he |

would come to the headquarters at
prompt 6 p. m. He then began his

feverishly to midnicht in order te
break the chains that bound him

work a day for years, upon a volun-
reach higher achievements, build a
mass Party.

tary basis. He mobilized similar
loyal elements around him to give
voluntary assistance. When a com-
mittee had to know upon what
night an A. F. of L. local union met,
his file would tell. If a hurried
mass meeting had to be called he
could write to ten thousand sym-
pathetic workers whose names and
addresses he had on file.

L] L] -

When the world war broke out
in 1914 Cleveland at once stood out
as a fighting center against this
imperialist shamble.

We were both sentenced to prison
(1917-1918) for one year for anti-
war activities and when, during the
first days, we were hanged by the
wrists in the black hole for rebelling

| against prison rules, it was appa-

rent to me that it was not so much
the prison regime that Ruthenberg
was rebelling against, as it was his

| reaction to being jailed just when

|

and all workers to the capitalis'|

system.

No tasks were too routine,
ordinary, too small for him. He
kept the books, receipted for dues |
and other income, edited the Cleve- |

every worker's name and address
he could get.
stood clearly that although polit-
achieve organization and
sary to weld and to rivet, to bind |
and tie the members into a solid
unit by constant attention to every
small and large practical and or-
ganizational detail.

lation, participated in a dozen local |
committees, himself kept a careful |

card file of every contact and of |
| some even now

ical leadership was paramount, to,
mass | further political development cf the

power it was fundamentally neces- ¢ masses of workers goes forward.

too |

Sdand - Anvia’ worl in: one. Jaboring | the well-functioning, tightly welded

together organization he hed cre-
ated could hit its hardest blows for
the working class.

The lesson is plain. Lenin was
as practical as he was political.

| Ruthenberg laid great stress upon

land Socialist, developed its circu- |

In short, he under- |

the hundred and one tasks, little
Jobs that had to be accomplished
day after day to ereate organized
mass power. Our-Party members
and functionaries must be mindful
of all the practical details which
in derision call

“dirty work.” This work for the

| Party is not only dirty, but it con-

[

stitutes the vehicle upon which the

| The carrying out of practical tasks
is highly essential. Without this
the Party cannot live. Without this
we have no Party. We must per-
fect our organizational machinery if

He did this all, these six hours’ | we are to enter greater struggles,

Born July 9, 1882. Died March
2, 1927, at 11 A. M. in the Ameri-
can Hospital, Chicago, Ill., after
an operation for appendicitis, at
the age of 44. His father was a
longshoreman, and he himself after
primary school education in a Ger-
man Lutheran school, and com-
pletior’ of Business College was in
turn factory worker, clerk, news-
paper correspondent, and from
1009 until the day of his death,
active fighter in the labor move-
ment.

Activity in the - Labor Move-
ment: Helped to build I. L. G.
W. U. and took active part in the
Cleveland strikes of that organi-
zation. He participated in and
took a leading part in many other
strikes in Cleveland and in the
state of Ohio. Joined the Social-
.ist Party January, 1909. Remained
in it until 1919 when the Com-
munist Party was formed, and was
one of the founders of the Com-
munist Party and of its successor
the Workers (Communist) Party.
He was an official of the Socialist
Party from 1909 (a few months
after joining) until he entered the
Communist Party.

In November, 1917, after convie-
tion for anti-war activities, and
while pending appeal, he ran for
Mayor of Cleveland and received
27,000 votes out of a total of
100,000 cast.

First Communist Semtary.

Delegate to every Annual State
Convention of the Ohio Socialist
Party from 1910 to 1919. Delegate
National Convention of the Social-
ist Party 112. National Commit-
tee Convention of 1915 and
National Emergency Covnention
of 1917. Elected secretary and
organizer of the Socialist Party in
1919. Editor the Socialist News
from 1914-1919. Executive Secre-
tary Communist Party of America

Facts of Ruthenberg’s Life

1919-1920. He went to jail and was
therefore unable to serve. Upon
getting out of jail he became sec-
retary of the Workers (Com-
munist) Party from its inception
and remained secretary until the
day of his death. He was at all
times a member of the Central
Executive Committee of the Com~
munist Party and its successor, the
Workers (Communist) Party. For
the last few years of his life he
was a member of the presidium
of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International. Indicted
June, 1917, charged with obstruect-
ing the draft through speeches
made on the public square in
Cleveland. :
First Jail Sentence.

He served one year in the Can-
ton Ohio Jail. It was after Debs
visited him in the Canton Jail that
he (Debs) made the speech that
caused his own indictment and im-
prisonment. He was indicted and
convicted under the Criminal
Anarchy Law of the State of New
York in November, 1919, and
served 22 years in Sing Sing
Prison on an indeterminate sen-
tence of from b6 to 10 years which
was terminated by pardon issued
by Gov. Smith, who based his de-
cree upon the minority opinion of
the Justice of the U, S. Supreme
Court to the effect that the con-
viction was unconstitutional.

Died in Shadow of Jail.

In 1922 arrested for attending
the Michigan Convention of the
Communist Party and convicted
and sentenced to an indeterminate
sentence of from 5 to 10 years.
At the time of his death he was
out on appeal against that sen-
tence which had already been up-
held by the State Supreme Court
of Michigan and was in the hands
of the United States Supreme
Court.

-uy.-uownwu.
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THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL ON RUTHENBERG

“The Executive Committee of the Communist International ex-
presses its profound sorrow in theé death of Comrade Ruthenberg,
member of its presidium. We express our deepest sympathy to the
Workers (Communist) Party of America in the loss of its general sec-
retary and leader. Our mutual bereavement is a great loss especially
%mum ‘At no tlmﬂnceOommdz Ruthen-

to the

berz Mm:n!nnm
_to the formation. of Workers
~ship been more ‘than today,
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Socialism

Ey A. DEUTSCH

The Sovizt Union has entered the
period of Socialism.

At the beginning of the th'ud!
yea:r of the Five-Year Plan thorrvl’
are no longer any unemployed in|
the Soviet Union.

There were countries in which |
for ithe time Dbeing unemployment
was not very acute. But there is
only one country, namely the Sov-
iet Union, in which unemployment
has been finally liquidated because
the root cause of uncmployment,
the capitalist system ci economy.
has been abolished.

In time of the reconsiruction of
national economy which has been
destroyed by war, civil war and im-
perialist intervention, there existed
unemployment in the Soviet Union.
At the same time, however, there
was an extensive social service. The
unemployed received not only ade-
quaie unemployment benefit, but
also considerable privileges in re-
gard to housing, clothing and food.

The period of socialist reorgani-
zation of the whole of the national
economy was characterized by the
Five-Year Plan, the rapid indus-
trialization of the country, the so-
cialistic transformation of agricul-
ture on the basis of collectivization,
the liquidation of the kulaks as a
class, the improvement of the ma-
terial situation and the raising of
the cultural level of the masses, as
well as the systematic liguidation
of unemployment. At the time of
the commencement of the Five-
Year Plan there were still 1,468,000
unemployed in the Soviet Union.
On the first of January 1930—after
the successful carrying out of the
first year of the Five-Year Plan—
there were only 952,000 unemployed,
and on the 1st of January 1931,
after the successful carrying out of
after the successful carrying out of
the second year of the Five-Year
Plan. unmployment was completely
done away with in the Soviet
Ur'on,

Tk rapid pace of socialist con-
struction, the colossal development
of industry and the socialist recon-

(Mcscow) ]
|
|

struction of agriculture resulted in

et

Blast anac at the Voroshilov Mills in Alchersk.

®

a tremendous increase in the num-
ber of workers employed. Whilst in
the capitalist countries the number
of workers employed is continually
declining and millions of workers
are doomed to permanent unem-
ployment because capitalism has no
prospect whatever of absorbing
them in the process of production
in the Soviet Union the working
class is continually growing at an
ever increasing pace. In the past

few years the number of workers
employed in the Soviet Union has
increased as follows:
1929 5,988,000 workers
I s s 7422000 o
1931 anticipated 8,388,000 ”
This means that in three years
the number of workers employed
in industry has increased by 675
per cent.
In the third year of the Five-
Year Plan 2 million fresh workers

Liquidates Unemvployment

will be engaged. The number of
workers and employees will increase
from 14 million in the year 193¢
to 16 million in the year 1931, ‘

One of the most important social- |
political measures of the Sovim,!
Power was the decree regarding the |
introduction of the seven-hour duyl

issued on the tenth anniversary of |
| the October Revolution (1927). Tho}
going eger to the seven-hour day |
{ could only take place gradually \\'ith:
the adantation of the old Iamo:‘if‘s‘(

and works, whilst the newly erected |

fectories are immediately comnwn-{
cing to wo seven-hour day. |
Up to 1930, 50 per cent of the work-
ers in the State big industry went |
over to the seven-hour dzxi', and in |
1031 the whole of the workers in
the State big industry will be work- |
ing the seven-hour day.

|
]
|
|
|
;

Another important measure \\'asz
the introduction of the fi\'!?-d'\}“
week. By this measure the num-
ber of rest days was increased, th"!
health of the workers was ;z_re':.fl:y‘i
improved, the workers had the pos- ;
sibility of making full use of the
cultural and educational institu-
tions, and at the same time there
was a more rational utilization of
the existing workshops and prlants.

It is obvious that the introduction
of the seven-hour day and the five-
day week contributed greatly to the
Aacolition of unemployment,

With the liquidation of unem-
ployment socialist construction en-
tered on a new phase, which is
characterized by the shortage of
labor. The demand for workers, not
only skilled but aiso unskilled, can-
not be satisfied in good time and
to & sufficient extent. The fulfil-
ment of the building plans calls for
hundreds of thousands of skilled
workers and millions of semi-skilled
and non-skileld workers from the |
ranks of the former artisans, the
women and poor peasants.
i the Soviet Union is able to give its
Labor Exchanges a quite new func-
tion. The Labor Exchanges are con-
verted from institutions whose task

ployed workers and employees, into

Thus

it was to find positions for unem- ] VY

State offices for recrpifing an
training new workers. Lvery Sovies
citizen who wishes to work has the
possibility of registering imme-diate
ly at the Labor Exchange and he
the right to be sent to work
once. The Labor Exchange mu
find him suitable work within thre
days or send him to a training cer

tre, at the cost of the Labor E:
change.
In order further to meet the de

mand for highly skilled workers :
is intended in the year 1931 to re
train €00,000 adult workers in !

{ factories and place them on skille

work. Further, 200,000 highly ski
led workers must be promoted f
leading positions. Tens of theusand

| of workers are studying in the tec!

nical, vocational and high schooi
and in the course of the yecar wi
take over leading funections in ir
dustry as qualified technicians an
engineers.

In additon, in the year
1,106,000 apprentice swill be
in the factory schools. Thousanc
of foreign expert workers are al
ready working in the factories a
workshops of tie Soviet Union an
assisting in the work of sociali
construction.
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The great successes in this spher
are one of the heaviest blows whic
the Soviet Union has dealt wor!
capitalism. They show the workir

| class of the whole world that on

under a socialist economic syste
it is possible to introduce a plannc
organization of work and there!
finally and completely liquidate un

| employment.

Tractors in the Soviet Union.

The Disappearing Jobs in

&
i
By HARRY GANNES. |

HERE is no let-up in unemploy-'

ment. Never before was there!

such a mass of workers thrown out |

'

on the streets to starve as there is
in the United States today. 'Every
development of capitalism makes
for unemployment. Mass produc-
tion, even wken the factories are
runnring, means mass unemploy-
ment,

When a crisis of the present
severity comes about all the factors
make for still more unemployment.
How does it work? The factories
slow up, and thousands are thrown
out. Bui the men that remain on
the job must do the work that two
used to do before. Very soon, even
if production remains at an even
pace, less workers are required to
do the job.

Endless Process

In a crisis, when there is over-
production, prices begin to drop—
not for the workers—but wholesale
prices. This means that the bosses
have to produce their commodities
at lower costs of production, so that
they can meet the lower prices.
Then begins the increased process
of sneed-up. They lay off workers
and speed up those on the job. The
speed-up  constantly eliminates
more. It is an endless process.

Hoover says there are only 5,500,-
000 out of work in the United States.

This is just as believable as his
“sixty-day” prosperity promise back
in the early part of 1930. Ten mil-
lion unemployed is a conservative
estimate of the number of Ameri-
can men and women who want to
work and can find no jobs and who
face starvation as a result.

8,000,000 In 1928

In 1828, Professor Irving Fisher,
economist of Yale University, a rec-
ognized supporter of Hoover, pro-
hibition, capitalism in all its phases,
wrote as follows about unemploy-
ment at that time:

“The recent estimate of the
number of unemployed made by
the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics show a shrinkage in the ac- |

tual number of employed in all
industries of 1,874,050 between
1925 and January, 1928. The Sec-
retary of Labor Points out that
immigration has added more than
250,000 to the population each
year and that about 2,000,000 boys
and girls in our native population

reach the working age each year.
If these figures are acceptable as
dependable the number of em-
ployable age who were not em-
ployed in January, 1928, would be
close to 8,000,000 instead of 4,000,-
000 as estimated by the Labor
Bureau, Incorporated. . . . The
actual decline of 15 per cent in

|

Negro Workers Repairing Street at Lowest Wage

Capitalist America

employment from 1919 to 1728 be-
comes a decline of 25 por cent
when the increase ef population
is taken into account.”

This learned professor tells us
that 8,000,000 were unzmployed in
the “prosperity” year of 1923! What
must be his estimafe todav? He has
been silent on this point, and for a
good reason. One quarier of the
workers were unable to find jobs in

1928. Between 1919 and 1528, nearly |
2,000,000 were displaced. Right now,
during the crisis, this displacement
process is being speeded up so that
even if production goes ahead, it
| will leave in its wake an army of
| over 8,000,000 permanently unem-
ployed.

Hunger, permanent hunger, is
the prospect for the American

will be Kkilling speed-up, low
standard of living and misery, po\
erty, diseasc and degradation.

The fight for unemployment ir -
surance is not a temporary matte
Those workers who have a few do’
lars and eke out a miserable ex-
istence waiting for the day whe
capitalism is going to begin hirir
by the millions better get disillv -
sioned now. Waiting for capital-
ism of its own free will to feed tt
workers is waiting for slow deat :
by starvation. ‘The fight must ¢
on now, must rally every worker i
the country. The conditions of th
unemployed are tied up unbreakab]
with that of the employed. Th
struggle for unemployment insur-
ance and against unemployment i
not a matter of just this erisis, ¢
its uneven phases. It is the mai :
question that will face the Ameri-
can workers until the end of capi-
talism. It is becoming more evi-
dent to the workers that to en
unemployment and all the miser
that flows with it capitalism mus
be destroyed. The final fight wii:
be won only when -capitalism i
overthrown. The immediate figh
is for unemployment insuranc

working class. On the job there

against starvation of millions.

Grtans et
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JOBLESS ON THE BREADLINE IN “PROSPERQUS” AMERICA
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The.-Party As
the Vanguard

By J. STALIN.

First of all the Party should be
the vanguard of the working class.
JIts membership should comprise
the pick of the working class. It
should embody the experience of
the finest stalwarts, their revolu-
tionary spirit, their unbounded de-
votion to the cause of the prole-
tariat. But in order to be an efiec-
tive vanguard, the Party must be
armed with a revolutionary theory,
with a knowledge of the laws of
the movement, of the laws of revo-
lution. Lacking this, the Party is
not fit to rally the prcletariat for
the fight, or to take over the func-
tions of leadership. The Party is
no true Party If it limits its activi-
ties to a mere registration of the
sufferings and thoughts of the pro-
Jetariant masses, if it is content to
be dragged along in the wake of
the ‘spontaneous movement” of
the masses, if it cannot overcome
the inertia and the political indif-
ference of the masses, if it cannot
risz superior to the transient in-
terests of the proletariat, if it is
iacapable of inspiring the masses
with a proletarian class conscious-
ness. The Party should march at
the head of the working class, it
should see further than the latter.
it should lead the proletariat, and
not lag in the rear. The parties
afiilisted to the Second Interna-
ticnal, the advocates of “Khvostism”
or “tailism,” are the buglemen of
bourgeois policy. Their leadership
condemns the proletariat to becom-
inz a tool in the hands of the
bourgeoisie: Only a party which
is conscious of its function as van-
guard of the proletariat, which
feels itself able e¢o insprie the
masses with a proletarian class
consciousness, only such a party
can lead the workers out of the
narrow path of trade unicnism and
consolidate them into an independ-
ent political force. Such a party
is the political leader of the work-
in~ class.

I outlined above some of the
diTculties of the proletarian class
struezle. and some of the complica-
tions arising thérefrom; I spoke of
stratesy and tacties, of reserves and
of maneuvering, of offensive war-
fare and of retreat. The circum-
ste—ees arising from the proletarian
struggle are just as com-
plicated, if not more so, than were
thoe arising out of the great war.
Who can find a way out of the
Jarinth of these complexities?
Who is competent to guide the mil-
¥anfold masses of the proletarit?
Nq army can venture forth to bat-
tle without an experienced general
staff to direct its actions. If it
tries to dispense with a general
stafl it is foredoomed to defeat. To
a rreater extent, if possible, does
this apply in the case of the pro-
leterit. Tt, too, must possess a gen-
era! staff it is to avoid being handed
over to the tender mercies of ifs
enemies. Where shall we find such
a reneral staff? In their revolu-
tinnary party of the proletariat.
Tre working class without a revo-
Yntionary party is an armv with-
¢t 2 general staff. Our Party is
tho war staff of the proletarian
RIMY.

The
¢S

. . . . The Party is not only the
venerard of the working class. If
thr Party is to function as the
genuine leader in the class strug-
g!~ it must likewise be the organ-
ized detachment of the working
elsce. Under the bourgeois regime,
t¥ 2 tasks confronting the Party are
manifold and of the utmost impor-
tevra. The Party has to guide the
pro'ztariat in its struggle, and has
te do =0, evervwhere, under extra-
ordinarily difficult conditions; it
h~o 1o lead the proletariat to as-
sue the offensive when events
worrant an attack, and it has to
wi'draw the proletariat from the
or-langht upon the foe when the
re*»at is indicated; it has to in-
§till into the minds of the masses
of vmorganized workers a sense of
d's=~nline, of method in the fight,
to inspire them with the spirit of

o~ niz and steadfastness.
- Bt the ty will not acquit itself
of the- ks unless it is itsclf an
embodi t of discipline and or-
go~inati unless it is in  very

trth the organized detachment of
the working class. Lacking this.
th» Party is in no conditicn to act
er of the millionfold pro-

L
Jetarle asses. The Party )s the
)r'&n?n Aatachment of the work-
C) Ay 5
nogTedy |
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The Pcwty Leader

By JACK STACHEL

On March 2nd the revolutionary
workers of this country and the
world over will commemorate the
death of Chas. E. Ruthenberg, the
leader of our Party from the date
of its birth until the day of his
death. The whole history of the
development and growth of our
Party from the beginnings of the
left wing in the Sociﬂst Party
through the various stages in the
formation and consolidation of the
Communist Party can not be sepa-
rated from the life and work of
Ruthenberg sduring this period.
Ruthenberg was a true revolution-
ist. It was his great devotion to
the cause of our class and his
confidence in the masses that
steeled him in the struggle and
made it possible for him to mas-
ter every storm in which he found
himself in the history of our
Party. It was his deep under-
standing of the international char-
acter of the working-class struggle
for emancipation that made him
the loyal defender of the Com-
munist International, which ex-
pressed itself particularly in eriti-
cal moments in the history of our
Party. It was his hatred of capi-
talism that made him the mortal
enemy of every shade of reformism
which tended to divert the
struggles of the masses away from
the revolution. It was his clear
understanding of the class
struggle in all its aspects that
placed him at the head of the
revolutionary workers in this
country in the struggle against
imperialist war and the pacifist
phrase mongers. That placed him
side by side with the Bolsheviks,
with Karl Liebknecht and the
other small groups of revolution-
aries in a number of countries that
held high the red banner of the
revolutionary class struggle when
the Socialist Party here and the
world over was serving the master
class of its respective countries
whether throueh open jingoism of
the Gompers-Russle tyne of the
opportunist pacifism of the Hil-
quit-Thomas tymne.

Comrade Ruthenberg assoeciated
as he was with the history and
development of our Party made
contributions to its theoretical de-
velopment and definition of its
tactics. His contributions in the
work of the trade unions, among
the Negro masses, and numerous
other problems of other Party
were great. But greatest of all
wah his contribution in the field
of organization and the correct
emphasis on the role of the Party.
His contributions in organization
were of the greatest significance
in the formation and consolida-
tion of the left wing.

Builder of Communist Party

But particularly important were
his contributions to the building of
the Communist Party. This was
not an easy task. With more than
15 different language groups form-
ing the basis of the Communist
Party, with lack of clarity as to
the course of the left wing and
later the Party resulting in the
organizations of many Communist
currents, with the perzecution of
our Partv which drove it under-
ground the organizational prob-
lems were as difficult as they
were important. It was through
the great services of Ruthenberg
and his wide experience that many
of these problems were solved. He
was enabled before he died to see
the Party under his guidance and
the direction. of the Comintern
welded together into one unified
Party, with the language federa-
tions abolished, and the Party on
the road to reorganization on the
basis of shon nuclei.

One of the last impertant arti-
cles written by Ruthenberg before
his death was on the subject How
to Strengthen the Party written
abou two months before his death
in December, 1926. This article
can be of great service to us at
the present time in the Recruit-
ment Campaign. It was originally
written in the Daily Worker but
has been reprinted in the Decem-
ber, 1927 issue of’ the Pnty Or-
ganizer. -

In the opening. ara«zraph« in
this article Comta e Ruthenberg
writes: §

The Party has not, however,
thus far been able to crystalize
the influence it won as a result
of its“campaign into organiza-
“tional strength. The organized
streneth of the Party as repre-
conted by its uﬂﬂumhln has -

e

not kept pace with the influence

among the masses,

These lines characterizing the
situation at that time are even
more true today when the in-
fluence of the Party Ruthenberg
helped to build has greatly ex-
tended its influence, - but in
strength numerically the Parly
stands today about the same as
when these lines were written
more than four years ago. We
must take seriously this analysis
of Comrade Ruthenberg and trans-
form it into an intensification of
our activity on the present recruti-
ment drive.

The combined circulation of
the Party papers is over two
hundred thousand . . Yet
there are today only ten thou
sand members organized in the
Party.

And what can we say about this
today? Our papers have multi-
plied in number and increased in
circulation. The Daily Worker
has today double the circulation it
had a° that time. The number of
papers in the English language
have increased (Southern Worker,
Woman Worker, etc.) also there
are today papers in other lan-
guages that did not exist at that
time. As a whole the number of
readers of our Press has increased
but the number of members organ-
izea in the Party is no more than
at that time. Here are some im-
porant lessons for us. They also
show in what direction we must
work in order to increase the num-
ber of members in our Party. Com-
rade Ruthenberg then adds:

The Party influence extends be-
yond the circle of readers of its
press. More thousands of
workers are reached by mass
meetings held under the Party
auspices and through the va-
rious struggles in the worker’s

o

g

interests which the Party ini-
tiates and carries on.

And again how much more true
is this today when we have demon-
strations and mass meetings in-
volving not many thousands but
tens and hundreds of thousands
of workers. When our influence
has been extended among the ex-
ploited masses not only in the
east but in the south and west as
well. Truly the lessons set forth
by Comrade Ruthenberg must be
taken most seriously by us today.
They apply with even greater
forc®@ to the present situation in
which our Party finds’ itself.

Need it be pointed out in detail
how much more true and necessary
this is today? Does a day pass
when we are not hampered in our
work by lack of forces? Is it not
a fact that the spontaneous mass
movements today develops far
more rapidly than we are able to
give it the necessary guidance and
leadership? Do we not hear every
day of strikes and demonstrations
of unemployed developing and we
are not on the scene nor able to
dispatch forces to lead the move-
ment? Only last week a spontan-
cous demonstration of over 2,000
unemployed took place in Green-
ville, N. C. And were we there?
No. Fortunately ~our National
Textile Workers Union has imme-
diately given attention to this situ-
ation. But how many such situa-
ions: go unnoticed? And how many
more struggles are brewing but
merely await our leadership to de--
velop them? ' The fact that these:
movements are unquestionably in-’
fluenced by our agitation only
emphasizes the point made by the
quotation from Comrade Ruthen-
berg. We are today face to face,
with . the developing struggles of.
the nnemployed, the struggles
ainst wage cuts already taking the

form of strikes in the textile, min-
ing and needle industries. Of de-
veloping strikes in the marine and
other industries. To lead these
struggles we must not only have
the correct policies. We must have
a strengthened Party organization.
With a strengthened Party organ-

than redoubled enery to give
leadership to the mass struggles
and build the Industrial Unions
and Unemployed Councils of the
Trade Union Unity League. To
give leadership to the organiza-
tion and struggles of the Negro
masses of the poor working
farmers.

Again we quote Comrade Ruth-
enberg to show how much impor-
tance he attached to Party build-
ing as a task of the entire Party
and every individual member.

Our Party has never taken
advantage of its work among the
masses to win new members.
e + « The members of our Party

_arc hesitant about approaching
the workers with whom they
come in contact and who are
sympathetic to the work of the

Party. . . . There are no per-

sistent and systematic efforts to
recruit new members.

If the whole membership of
the Party were to throw itself
into the work of winning new
members with the same enthusi-
asm and energetic work which
has been developed in some of
the Party campaigns we could
quickly double the membership
of the reorgamzed Party.

And again very timely sugges-
tion:

The attitude which does not
consider every member of pros-
pective member as precious ma-
terial for the upbuilding of the
revolutionary _movement must
be rooted out of the Party. ...
The membership figures of the
Party are the best test of
whether the Party is conducting
its work in an effective manner.
We may have the most correct
program and the best policies
and tacties in carrying on our
work but if we do not couple
this with the recruiting of the
best elements among the workers
who support our Party our work
will not be permanent and we
are not taking full advantage of
our opportunities,

And comrade Ruthenberg did
not fail in this article to take up
the minutest details of this work.
He sveaks abou the utilization of
mailing lists of our readers, of
organizing the Party members for
visiting the readers and numerous

other important details. Then he
adds:
Together with this work

among the workers whose names
are on our Party rolls and who
read our press the members of
the Party must be stimulated to
take up the recruiting campaign
4among the workers with whom
they come in dailv contact. The
recruiting campaign must be
carried on in the factories thru
the shop nuclei in the trade
unions by the members if the
trade union fractions in the fra-
ternal organizations by the
members of the fractions in
these organizations.

And finally we wish to quote the
followine section of this article:

“Build the Party” must be the
slogan which every member of
the Party transforms into

reality by active participation

in tha campaign to win back old
members and win new members
for the Partv. . .. Let every one
of the 10,000 members of the

Partv hecome a recruiting agent

for the Party with the obiect of

having every worker who is
sympathetic to the Party become

a member of the Party.

And we all of us in commem-
orating the path of our dead
leader. Tn honoring his memory
can do nothing better than to fol-
Jow in his footstens, to remain
loyal to our Party and to the
masses whose struggles it leads.
To build that Party which he
‘helped found ‘and develop, to
strengshen ity (for greater strug-

-gles, so thatiwelcan arry forward
his worki with greater force. To
‘work ipl es eregts of our class
and to nal victory in the

great class war in which he was
a brave soldier and devoted leader.
In the present Lenin Recruitment
campaign let' a8 follow in the foot-
steps of Comy Ruthenberg. Let
us all work tq ac}neve the g'oat set

Lin this ¢ °

-

ization we shall be abie with more |

+ Fagther and
~ Organizer

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER
On this fourth anniversary of
the death of Comrade Nuthenberg,
our Party, to which he devoted his
life’s work and for which he
| burned himself out while still in

b |

WM. Z. FOSTER

Secretary of the T. U. U. L.

the prime of life, is now facing
the greatest opportunity in it's
carcer. The American workers,
long seemingly asleep are begin-
ning to wake up. Under the fierce
pressure of the crisis on one side,
with its mass unemployment and
starvation, it’s wage cuts and ter
rorisni, and on the other side under
the inspiring influence of the vice
toriously advancing Soviet Union,

the workers in this ecountry, like
the workers all over ths w-r'1. are
awakening and beginning to
struggla.

If we appreciate the splendid
revolutionary work of comrade
Ruthenberg, we can shcw this only
by throwing all our forces into the
development of the Party, so that
it may come forward in the sharp-
ening capitalist erisis as the real
leader of the working class. Ruthe
enbere was a worker and-a fighter,
as well as a clear thinking revolu-
tionist. It is these qualities that
are supremely in need in the pres=
ent situation for the building of
our Party.

It is with disgust that one obe
serves antics of Lovestone in try-
ing to steal the Ruthenberg tradi=

tion, from our Party. What his
counter-revolutionary struggles
against the Commun’ Interna-
tional? Nothing. Rut! aberg was

a real Communist. There cannot
be the slightest doubt that were
he alive today he would be thd
bitterest enemy of all that Love=
stone stands for and the most mili«
tant battler against it.

The life of Ruthenberg should
be an inspiration to our whole
Party. Espeecially is this the case
with regard to the youth. For the
young worker just developing in
the class struggles the activities
of comrade Ruthenberg siand as
a beacon lighting the way to effec=-
tive struggle for and with the
working class. His revolutionary
work was invaluable for the de-
velopment of our Party.

R.ILU. CALLS RUTIiLNBERG
STAUN'CH

“The Executive Buxc'nl of the
Ped Intematlomu of Labor
Unions expresses dco.m sympathy
with all members eof ths Work-
er’ Party and revoiutionary
workers of the United States in
the loss of Comrade Ruthenberg,
cne of the staunchsst fighters
against imperialism aned the caps
| italist nsum of wg[slnvrry."

ISR L
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RUTHENBERG'S STRUGGLE.

AGAINST WAR

By E. BROWDER.

Before the United States entered
the last World War, the Hillquit-
O'Neal official leadership of the
socialist party could well afford to
“oppose” war. In this they merely
reflected the indecision of the rul-
ing class as to when, under what
circumstances and on whose side to
participate in the last World War.
The early “opposition” of the offi-
cial socialist party leadership was
of a purely pacifist nature. Their
policy was then in harmony with
that of the Wilson administration.

The pacifism of Wilson was the
expression of the strategy of Amer-
ican imperialism to play its own

with Comrade Ruthenberg as one of
its outstanding leaders, clashed with
the pacifist, jingoist policies of the
Hillquits. The St. Louis Conven-
tion, held April 7, 1917, expressed
the attitude of the members in the
adopted left wing resolution against
war, This resolution was opposed
and after its adoption “sabotaged”
by Hillguit and company. The St.
Louis resolution attempted to re-
ject the jingo pacifism of Hillquit
when it stated:

“Modern wars as a rule have
been caused by the commercial
and financial rivalry and in-
trigues of the capitalist interests
in the different countries.
Whether they have been frankly
waged as wars of aggression or

1

| can say that in those days he came
' nearest to the following Leninist
conception that:

“A propaganda of peace at the
present time, if not accompanied
by a call to revolutionary mass
actions, is not only capable of
spreading illusions, of demoral-
izing the proletariat by imbuing
it with confidence in the humani-
tarianism of the buorgeoisie, and
of making it a plaything in the
hands of the secret diplomacy of
the belligerent counutries. In par-
ticular, the idea of the possibility
of a so-called democratic peace
without a series of revolutions is
deeply erroneous.”

And,
“Whoever wishes a duurable
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imperialist independent role, man-
euver between the allies and the
central powers and at the con-
venient moment step in as a decid-
ing factor in the World War. Wil-
son’s pacifism was the most im-
perialist weapon in concealing the
true nature of the strategy and
aims of Wall Street in order to
mobilize the masses for a ‘“holy”
war. The socialist leadership op-
posed war as long as Wilson could
afford to parade as the president
“who kept us out of war.” The
moment, however, the U. S. joined
the allies, one section-of the social-
ist party leadership (Spargo, Rus-
sell), openly adopted a jingoist pol-
icy and left the socialist party and
the official leadership, consisting of
Hillquit, O’'Neal and Lee, supported
American imperialism with a cloak
of nacifist phrases, a la Kautsky.

If we examine the 1916 presiden-
tial platform of the socialist party,
we can easily detecl the chauvinist
nature of its official leadership. In
its “Measures to Ensure Peace,” it
had the following point: “That no
war shall be declared or waged by
the United States without a refer-
endum vote of the entire people
(?1") except for the wurpose of re-
pelling invasion.” (Our emphasis.)
Thus we see that under the cover
of nacifism behind the phrase of
admitting the need of war for re-
pelling an invasion, there is the call
for participation in the eventual
imperialist war. In the stage of
imnerialism, all wars between capi-
talist nations are necessarily wars
of aggression and invasion on both
sides:. The same presidential mani-
festo in many respects anticipated
the 14 points of Wilson, when it
stated:

“The government of the United
States shall call a congress of all
neutral nations to mediate be-
tween the belligerent powers in
an effort to establish an imme-
diate and lasting peace without
indemnities, or forcible annexa-
tion of territory, and based on a
binding and enforcible interna-
tional treaty, which shall provide
for concerted disarmament on
land and at sea for an interna-
tional congress with power to ad-
just all disputes between nations,
and which shall guarantee free-
dom and eaual rights to all op-
pressed nations and races.”

“And when: one reéads this peace
. manifesto and theé policies of the
. socialist party leadership, one can-
. not * help . recalling’ ‘the following
: statement of Lenin:

“Some of the means employed
to fool the working class are
pacifism and the abstract preach-
ment of peace.”

The cverwhelming majority of
. .membefs of the socialist party, un=

;- ‘.der the ruidance of the left wing,

have been hypocritically renre-
sented as wars of “defense,” they
have always been made by the

classes and fought by the
masses.”
However, the serious shortcom-

ing of the St. Louis resolution is
that it did not give a revolutionary
line of struggle against the war.
In fact, it sponsored pacifist mea-
sures of struggle, as for instance
not to register in the draft, and
did not see the fallacy and fuutility
of the petty-bourgeois ‘“conscien-
tious objectors’” movement.
* E *

Ruthenberg’s role and import,anc‘e
lies in the fact that he was the
only cne of the left wing leader-
ship that favor®d and developed the
first steps in a revolutionary mob-
ilization of the masses against war.
The anti-war activities of the Ohio
organization of the socialist party,
under the leadership of Ruthen-
berg, also were the most militant
and best organized. The best ex-
pression of this we find in the fa-
mous May 1, 1917, Cleveland dem-
onstration, organized and led by
C. E. His mayoralty campaign of
that year was carried through on
a clear-cut anti-war program. The
explanation for Ruthenberg’s pio-
neering in carrying through revolu-
tionary struggles against America'’s
participation in the last war is to
be found in the fact that he cf all
the left wing leaders understood
best the imperialist nature of the
war, and, we might say, sensed the
Leninist teachings of revolutionary
struggle against imperialist war.
Herein lies the difference between
Debs’ struggle against war and that
of Ruthenberg. Herein lies the ex-
planation why Debs remained with
the socialist party and Ruthenberg
became the founder and leader of
the Communist Party.

Ruthenberg, in his speech deliv-
ered in the Cleveland Federal Court,
July, 1917, reproducing speech de-
livered at the Public Square, May
27, 1917, stated:

“This is not a war for freedom.
It is not a war for the liberties
of mankind. It is a war to se-
cure the investments and profits
of the ruling class of this coun-
try. . o

“I am speaking to you as Karl
Liebknecht spoke to the German
nation, as he spoke in the par-
. liament of that country, when he
. denounced the war as a war of
»the ruling class and stated his
-unalterable opposition to that
SRy 4 ;

While at that time Ruthenberg
suffered from the Marxian imma-
turity of the left wing in his ap-
proach in developing revolutionary
methods of struggle against the war
and a thorough Leninist under-
standing of imperialist war. vet we

and democratic peace must be for
civil war against the governments
and the bourgeoigsie.”

Since 1912, when the left wing
became to crystallize, Ruthenberg
| stood close to it. The last World
War demonstrated most painfully
and dramatically the need of a com-
plete break with the parties of the
Second International. It demon-
strated the absolute correctness of
Lenin’s teachings and the need of
the building of a Third Interna-
,tional. Lenin, in a letter to the
|American Socialist Propaganda
| League, written in 1915, stated:

“We do not preach an alliance
with the present socialist parties
which are dominant in the Sec-
ond International. On the con-
trary, we insist on breaking with
the conciliators. The war is the
best object lesson (our emphasis).
The conciliators, their leaders,
their most influential papers and
magazines in every country, are
in favor of the war; in other
words, they have actually formed
an alliance with their national
bourgeoisie (middle class, capital-
ists) against the proletarian
masses. You say that there are
socialists in America who express
themselves in favor of a war of
defense. We are convinced that
an alliance with such people is
criminal. This would be an alli-
ance with the national middle
class and capitalists, and a break
with the international revolution-
ary working class. We, on our
part, stand for a break with the
nationalist conciliators, for an al-
liance with the international
Marxists-revolutionists, and with
the parties of the working class.”
Indeed, the last war and Ruthen-

berg's struggle against it was an
object lesson for him, as to the role
of the socialist party and the need
of a complete break with it. The
struggle against war therefore en-
abled him to become one of the
best Leninists in the country and
stauunchest supporter of the Com-
munist International.

Today, American imperialism has
matured. It is desperately fight-
ing for world hegemony, It is
fighting for leadership on the im-
perialist anti-Soviet front. And
with the maturing of American im-
perialism, its lackeys of the social-
ist party have matured also. It has
become social-fascist. The socialist
party:is howling for: war against
‘the Soviet Union, Hillquit, O'Neal
and their left wing cousins, are the
shock; troops of : American - impeér-
falism” in its war preparations, and
particularly in the war preparations
against the Soviet Union.

Now, more than ever, Ruthen-
berg’s tradition of revolutionary
struggles against war and the so-
cialist, party must be remembered
and eontinued - . . ¢

=

APPEAL ON-THE WAR '

- =

2 By N. LENIN
Comrade Workers:

For over a year the European
War has been going on. Accord-
ing to all evidence, it will be con-
tinued for a long while, for if Ger-
many is best prepared and at pres-
ent the strongest, the Quadruple
Entente (Russian, England, France,
and Italy) on the other hand has
more men and more money, and
besides, it freely receives war mate-
rials from the richest country in
the world, the United Sictes of
America.

What is this war being fought |

for? Why these unhe.
ies it brings humanity?

The gov-

ernment and the bourgeoisie of |

every belligerent country are
squandering millions of rubles on
books and papers blaming the op-
ponent, arousing in the people a
furious hatred for the enemy, stop-
ping before no lie whatever in
order to picture themselves as the
country that was unjustly attacked
and is now “defending” itself. In
reality, this is a war between two
groups of predatory great powers,
and it is fought for the division
of colonies, for the enslavement of
other nations, for advantages and
privileges in the world market.
This is 2 most reactionary war, a
war of modern slave-holders
fought for the purpose of retain-
ing and strengthening capitalist
slavery. England and France are
lying when they assert that they
fight the war for the freedom of
Belgium. In reality, they have
long been preparing the war, and
they wage it for the purpose of
robbing Germany, taking away her
colonies; they have made a treaty
with TItaly and Russia stipulating
the pillage and division of Turkey
and Austria. The eczarist mon-
archy in Russia 18 waging a pred-
atory war in which it strives to
seize Galicia, to take away terri-
tories from Turkey, to enslave
Persia, Mongolia, ete. Germany
wages a war for the purpose of
robbinz English, Belgian, and
French colonies. Whether Ger-
many wins or Russia, or whether
there is a “draw,” in any case the
war will bring humanity new op-
pression for hundreds and hun-
dreds of million of people in the

colonies, in Persia, Turkey, Clina,
new ensiavement of nations, new
chains for the working class of all
countries.

« +. .. The war fills the pociets
of the capitalists to whom an ocean
of gold is flowing from the treas-
uries of the great powers. The wat
is provoking an unreasoning bitiers
ness against the enemy, and tne
bourgeoisie does its best to direct
their attention from the main
enemy, the government and the
ruling classes of their own country,
The war, however, carrying with it
untold miseries and horrors for
the toiling masses, enlightens and

i steels the best representatives of

the working class. If perish we
must, let us perish in the ctruzgle
for our own cause, for the cause
of the workers, for the Socialist
revolution and not for the interssts
of the capitalists, landowners, and
czars—this is what every class-cone
scious worker sees and feels. Revo-
lutionary Social-Democratic work
may be difficult at present, but it
is possible. It progresses in the
whole world, and in this alone lies
salvation.

Down with Czarist monarchy,
which drew Russia into a criminail
war, and which oppresses peoples!
Long live the world brotherhcod of
the werkers and an intermational
revolution of the proletariat?

N. LENIN

Eorn 1870—Died 1924,

Atlanta, and Published
November 7, 1920)

Greetings, comrades, in our glori-
ous celebration of the third anni-
versary of the Russian Revolution.
The proletarian world and lovers of
liberty everywhere thrilled with joy
at the news of the great victory of
the Russian people. The triumph
of the workers’ cause in Russia is
an historic milestone in the pro-
gress of the world and its influence
for good had circled the earth and
will direct the course of the
future.

The emanicipation of Russia and
the establishment of the Worrers
Republic is an inspiration to the
workers of the world, and this
people’s government is a bright star
in the political heavens and will
light the way of the world; it is
the great hope of the human race
and its example will lead to the

tiary,

—

Debs On Russian Rewvolution

(Written in the Federal Peniten-

emancipation of the workers of the
world; all hail to those noble com-
rades who have carved out a
people’s government on an impres-
nable foundation of granite that
shall stand for all time,

Comrades, you have weathered
the storm; the faithful coopera-
tion of comrades has been ablec to
defeat the world-wide alliance of
capitalism. I am sure that the
same spirit that conquered capital-
ism will develop the genluses tnat
will conquer the devactating
diseases you inherited from capital-
ism in Russia and combat the
present mad methods of alien cap-
italistic governments who seek to
destroy the newly emancipated
people of Soviet Russia.

Have faith, comrades, your tri-
umph is complete. Other rations
will become liberated and tozether
shall form a brotherhood of the
world.

A
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Persecution of Negro and |

Foreign-Born Workers

By CYRIL BRIGGS

As the workers move forward to|
the struggle against the hunger
system of capitalism, the btmc'l
and their tools attempt every trick|
to split the ranks of the workinv-i
class and divert the struggle against |
unemployment and starvation inlof
fights among different groups of |
workers: whites against Negro!
workers, Negroes against the for |
eign born workers, etc. !
Discrimination Against Negroes |
In the South, unemployed white |
workers who have bten thrown on|
the streets to starve by the bosses, |
are told by boss agents that the
few Negro workers still holding |
some miserable underpaid jobs are |
responsible for their plight, not |
that the bosses who have cynically |
thrown them on the streets to die|

;ers of the Negro masses, carry out

the manouver of splitling the

’working-cia.cs and continuing the

isolation of the Negro masses under
the guise of a struggle for jobs for
the tens of thousands of unem-
ployed Negro workers, They do not
demand that the bosses and their
government provide jobs for the
unemployed. They give no support
to the demands of the unemployed
for unemployment insurance, for
work or wages. They treacherously
oppose these demands with the us-
ual hypocritical phrases, They do
not demand that the bosses cease
their discrimination against Negro
workers, that the Metropolitan In-
surance- Company, the New York
Telephone Company and other big
concerns discard the deliberate cap-
italist polwv of confmmg Negro

Negro worker lynched

and burned at stake,

of starvation and cold. The boss
agents declare that the Negroes are
holding jobs that should be held
by the white unemployed, that the
Negroes have no right to hoid jobs
when white men are unemployed.
This is the boss policy of maintain-
ing the Negros in the class of mar-
ginal laborers—a surplus labor sup-
ply to be kept at starvation level
even in “good times.”

In the South, this vicious manou-
ver is lead by the Ku Klux Klan,
the Caucasian Crusaders and other
fascist organizations supported by
the A. F. of L. bureaucrats and the
social-fascists. In the North, we
have another phase of this attempt
to. split the working-class to the
detriment of the struggle against
unemployment and hunger. Here
the attack is centered on the for-
eign-born workers. And among the
most active of the boss tools carry-
ing out this maneuver are the Ne-
gro reformists.

In Harlem, Chicago and o!.her
cities, these misleaders and betray-

workers to the roughest, most me-
nial and ill paid work. No, they
demand that the foreign born
workers who may still receive oc-
casional employment be denied the
right to hold & job.

The “solution” of the Negro re-
formists in the North is identical
with the “solution” proposed by the
white fascists in the South. Only
in the South, this “solution” is di-
rected against the Negro, whiie in
the Northh the Negro reformists
seek to direct it against the foreign
born.

Negro workers! White workers!
Fight this vicious manouver to split
your ranks and weaken the strug-
gle for real relief, for work or
wages. Unite your ranks, Negroes,
native whites and foreign born, and
let us move forward with irresis-
tible force in the struggle against
mass hunger and misery, in the
struggle for the overthrow of the
starvation system, and for the es-
tablishment of a workers and pea-
sants government.

By Jack
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By ELLA WINTER*®
It is not called a reformatory
or an industrial school, nor does

names carry with them, It is
called a “Rehabiliation Colony,”
and it is run by the Ogpu, a sol-
dier at the head and a doctor as
assistant,

But Kusnazore, the director,
looked little like a soldier and less
like a member of the seeret police.
He was young, kindly-faced, smil-
ing.
his uniform unbuttoned at the neck
and his cap on the back of his
head. As he sat in the summer-
house telling of the colony, about
forty boys and young men and wo-
men and a few small children hung
| over the wooden railings, Il\tomng
intently. They were the prisoners
with their wives and children and
they were listening to their war- |
den tell of the arrangements for
their training and welfare. Every
now and then they would corrobo-
rate his account with nods.

“I did not want to come here at
first,” the young soldier said. “I|
did not know anything about boys
or about criminals. And I knew it |
would be very hard work. I had

years and I shall stay. This is my
life work.” Quite simply he said |
this, as the Russians do say and
do things—simply, without pose or |
pompousness.

A few years ago, in 1924, a small
group of prisoners were brought to
a summer resort and started at the |
work of organizing shops. Out of
this handful the present colony |
grew, till now there are a thousang
and more men and women, from
18 to 26 years of age, being tataght
trades and a new slant on life. The
colony is about two hours from
Moscow, deep-in the woods. One |
sees no guards, no cell blocks, no |
convict uniforms, no bent heads.
The men have their shirt sleeves
rolled up, working. The girls mix
freely with them.

The buildings, dormitories, din-
ing rooms, workshops, are low,
white-washed bungalows or cot-
tages. Doors and windows are wide
open, there are neither bars nor
fences. The single men sleep in
dormitories, the married couples
have separate cottages. Any pris-
oner may marry, either another
prisoner or a girl from outside.
So far there are only 100 women
in the colony. “We are combing
the prisons for more,” said our
guide, “but there are not many
women in our prisons now.”

Trades are taught and the chief
articles manufactured is sports
goods. This is a new industry for
the Union of-Socialist Soviet Re-
publics, since Russia was never a
sporting country. The boys enjoy
making these goods; there is a
sense of adventure in turning out
racquets, skates, skiis, footballs
and boxing gloves. The occupa-
tion is far from being routine
“hard labor.” And, as with other
social institutions in the Soviet
Union, the. practical objective is
not lest sight of. “We have two
policies,” said the director “one to
re-educate thieves who were forced
into stealing by unequal conditions
existing in the Soviet Union, the
other to satisfy the market for
sporting goods.”

The further practical scheme is
to create a town around the colony
so that those who want to stay
after their sentence has expired
may settle there permanently.
“They will have their wives and
families here, they are bound by
long ties to the commune, and they
can earn their livelihood here, in
the country, away from town and
temptation,” said the director. “In-
deed, so popular is our colony be-
coming that thieves have come
here and given themselves up and
others have taken up crime in
order to be brought here.”

Nevertheless, the ordinary con-
ditions o* life are rigorous. The
first year they come out the men
are confined to the grounds; they
are “pupils,” and are paid very
little—just enough to cover food,
lodging, clothes aud the cost of in-
A the end of three
months the pay is raised, but any

three months are deducted, “Since’
a thief likes to dress himself in
ﬂuhly style on the proceeds of his

By nd to get drunk,” uid the
. the small E

the stigma attach to it which those |

1t was a hot day and he wore |

never been anything but a soldier. :
But now I have been here two |

the first]|

tal and medical attention and holi-
days are free, as everywhere else
in the Union. During the second
| year at the colony all bans are
removed.

{
|
l
|

The colony has its own club,
little theatre, cinema, creches,
schools and other of the cultural
adjuncts so important in Russia
today. Vacations are a fortnight a
year on full pay, and the men go
away without guard or escort.
“But don’t they stay away?” one
{ asked incredulously. “There are
not more than 8 to 10 per cent of
| departures,” answered the Ogpu
man, “about as many as the
escapes from an ordinary prison.
| We never follow a man. He will
| either come back to us—most of
{ them do—or he will earn his liveli-
| hood honestly somewhere, or he
{ will fall into a life of crime again,
1aml then he will have to go to
prison.” A man who takes to
stealing again cannot return to
| the colony, though a few who were
caught begged so hard—and their
| relatives begged for them—that
{ they were accepted a second time.
{ One man jumped out of the win-
| dow of his prison, risking his life,
| in order to run back to the colony.

In charge of the colony ara
seven paid instructors, three sol-
, diers who have served in the active
army and know army discipline,
and three prisoners advanced from
among the men. There is an un-
mistakable tone of equality be-
tween men and officials. The men
ask the authorities advice about
what shirt to buy, how to deal
with bothersome relatives, and
what girl to marry, as they might
ask one another. The colony has
self-government; the conflict com-
mission, made up of prisoners

Rehabilitation Colony at. Muscow

sits on all infringements of
"

(what we

of the pecace),

and “de-

only,
rules—*“hooliganizm
would call breaches
drunkenness, stealine
partures.”

The sentences inflicted are very
severe and sometimes the authori-
ties intervene to advise leniency,
but they never command. In seri-
ous cases the commission asks that
the transgressor be removed from
the colony to a prion, perhaps even
to have his sentence lengthened.
(The maximum sentence allowed
in Russia for non-political offenses
is eight years—this for the crime
of murder.) Punishments are
strict confinement to the room for
a period, abolition of all mi\i] opes
such as days off, use of the club,
ete., and exclusion from society.

Social disapproval is a form of
punishment which plays a large
part in all institutions in Rus=ia.
The punishment of being out of

favor brings many a slacker to
heel. The men are free in their
movements whle ther behavor s
good, however, and there is a
vodka hop in the village nearby
to which they may go. A number
have come home from these ex-
peditions drunk and have then

raised a row or even run away;
the men’s committee has asked the
authorities to have the “pub”
shut, but the authorities refuse.
The law allows vodka to be sold;
they say, and it is up to the men
to re-educate themselves, * not
merely to be legislated into good
behavior.

“The above article is reprinted
from the New York Times of its

Feb. 15 issue. Mr. Fish, how about
“convict” labor in the Soviet
Union? . .. ‘

By ANDREW OVERGAARD

While the Capitalist press howls
about the “Sanctity” of the home
while hypocrites and liars howl
about the Bolsheviks “breaking up
the home” the number of women
and young glrls employed in the
metal industry increases from day
to day-

Young girls are working at
break neck speed in Electrical fac-
tories 9 and 10 hours a day, at
much lower wages than formerly
paid to men. In the R. C. A.
Radio plant in Camden, N. J., girls
are slaving on the conveyor belt
without time to draw their breath.
The wages of these girls are con-
tinuously being cut.

In- many steel plants woman
workers are employed sorting tin
for much lower wages than for-
merly paid to men. The employers
are using the women workers to
further lower the standard of liv-
ing of the workers. The story told
by a young worker in a can factory
in Canton well illustrates how the
bosses break up the homes of
workers in this period of rational-
ization and speed-up.

This young worker was working
for six years in a can factory for
50 cents an hour and on the eve
of the “Hoover prosperity” was
1aid off. After the using up of all
his savings his wife went out look-
ing for work and finally secured a
job in the same factory and on the
same machine. But for 25 cents

International Women’s Day

an hour. In radio plants as low
wages as $5.00—$6.00 a week is
paid to girls working nine and ten
hours a day.

Unemployment Seriously Affect-
ing Women Workers, House Wifes,

The conditions among the steel
workers are almost indescribabie.
When some of the organizers for
the Metal Workers Industrial
League visited the homes of steel
workers in Youngstown they re-
ported that actually no food was
to be found in most of the homes
visited. Children of steel workers
go to school hungry and in many
cases they can not even be sent to
school for lack of clothes. A steel
worker after being out of work
for over a year was called to work
at the Youngstown Sheet and Tnbe
Co. and after working half a day
dropped dead. The workers in
looking into his lunch box found
potato peelings which he was try-
ing ta live on while his wife and
children was freezing and starving
at home. The Metal Workers In-
dustrial League realizes the need
of organizing not only the women
in the factories but also the wives
of the steel workers who are suf-
fering starvation and misery as a
result of the economic erisis. The
League is preparing to organize
women’s auxiliaries in steel cen-
ters and unite the wives and chil-

dren of the workers in the coming
struggles in the steel industry.

S— %
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War Clouds
Are Gathering

By HARRISON GEORGE.

HE chancelleries of the imperial-

ist governments are astir, In
Wwashington a capitalist journalist
(McCormick) notes with mild as-
tonishment that the War Depart-
ment offices are as busy as they
were during the last World War.

They are preparing for another
World War. The London “disarma-
ment” treaty is a scrap of paper
before the ink dried upon it. France
is pushing naval building, and Italy,
which has balked at American
pressure exerted through the recent
“yvisit” of Gibson, Hoover's agent,
threatens to match France “ton for
ton and gun for gun.”

“America First”

Arthur Henderson, British for-
eign minister, makes a sudden visit
to Paris for a secret conference.
Meanwhile Britain hints broadly to
Hoover that if France builds more
warships, Britain will “have to” ex-
ceed—to violate—the London treaty.
Promises and papers mean nothing
when colonies and trade are at
stake.

America, with a $1,000,000,000
navy building program, chastises
Mussolini with artful scandal and
is deaf to British intimations about
war debt cancellation. Its Fish
Committee and Russian white
guard organizations springing up
like mushrooms with the aid of the
“socialist” party and the American
Federation of Labor bureaucrats,
tries to take leadérship in the
“moral preparation” for war against
the Soviet Union.

France, with her vassal states on
the Soviet borders, is utterly shame-
less in war plots against the Soviet
Union. Poineare, the war-maker of
1914, plots with Russian monarchists
who parade Paris under arms, with
Russian counter-revolutionary “so-
sialists” who aré allied with them,
and with counter-revolutionary ele-
ments inside the Soviet Union
through spies in the French em-
bassy at Moscow.

Briand tries to build an “All-
Eurdpe” Federation—leaving out
meost of European territory, which is
under Soviet rule, and sends, only
when diplomacy compels it, an am-
biguous “invitation” to Moscow to
attéend. Briand calls “agricultural”
conferences attended by more gen-
erals than agriculturists.

Alternate pressure upon and con-
cessions to Germany is a studied
policy to strengthen the anti-Soviet
bloc. French munitions and mili-
tary advisors flood the border states
around the Soviet frontier. France
spends 40 per cent of its budget on
the army.

In Finland fascism is put in power
and Carol is put on the throne of
Rumania by American imperialist
intrigue. Munitions
thriving industry in Poland and
Czecho-Slovakia. Japan finds an
excuse for future reference in the
Soviet barring of a Japanese bank
on Soviet soil.

Keepink It On Ice

The Kuomintang butchers of the
Chinese masses (tools of American
bankers) stall interminably on mak-
ing final the Kharbarovsk agree-
ment settling their violation of the
treaty with the Soviets concerning
the Chinese Eastern Railway—they,
too, wish to keep on ice a quarrel
with the Soviets until a war offers
a chance to press into action.

When will that day come? The

~ eight famous plotters who were tried

in Moscow confessed that their im-
perjalist fellow conspirators plan to

% begin war this year! In 1931!

Will they dare? Will their in-

. tense desire to wipe out Bolshevism,

 which stands as a living challenge

to the capitalist world, overcome

. their fear of revolution at home

should they launch an attack on
the First Workers’ and Farmers’
Govgmment?

That decision lies with the capi-
talist rulers. But which way they

‘ ‘i_ decide lies with you—the workers

. ing on every occasion against your | §
- rulers, .by- yonr aa;.- ¥

. Down ‘with

and poor farmers! By your rally-

Inndong Ath u
‘& veice of u

off the Soviet Union!

is the enly | ishly

ILL BE USING YOU SOON!

5 TN

—By FRED ELLIS

Greetings from the Red Army

(A letter.from the Red Armymen
in Moscow)

The proletarian Red Army, the
armed defenders of Socialist Con-
struction in the Soviet Union, will
celebrate its 13th anniversary on
February 23rd. We, Russian Red
Armymen and Commanders, want
to utilize this opportunity to trans-
mit our comradely greetings to the
international revolutionary prole-
tariat, and, at the same time, to
acquaint you somewhat with our
life and our work.

Army of International Working
Class.

The immediate political situation
is recognized as the period of pre-
paration of war against the Seviet
Union. World capitalism is fever-
preparing for an sttack eon
the revolutionary stronghold of the
world proletariat, the USS.R. The
imperialists avail themselves of any
means to plunge the Soviet Union
into a warlike adventure.

But we are vigilant. We do not
want war, but we are, nevertheless,
ready to defend our revolutionary
achievements. Therefore, we shall
strengthen our workers state and
arm the whole country. We must
be armed against a world of cap-
italist states that encircled us in
order to invade our country.

The Red Army of the USSR,
is the army of the international
working class which carries the flag
of the liberation of the world pro-
letariat, and becomes |more and
more proletarianized from year to
year. The percentage of workers

in the army is constantly growing
as well as the number of members

Party. The percentage of workers

tary schools is constant-

In 1927 there were 39
69

‘There are in the army over 900
clubs with more than 10,000 circles
and 1,500 libraries. The 1,500 lib-
raries are visited by 450,000 readers,
practically by the entire army.
Furthermore, there are 5,484 Lenin-
Corners and more than 60 Red
Army Houses. This is an indica-
tion that our cultural strength is
just as great as our military
strength, and that we are always
progressing.

Red Army in Peace Time

What is the work of the Red
Army in peace-time? PFirst, we
study military technigue intensively
so as to e prepared, in case of
necessity, to “knock the head off”
the international bourgeoisie. Sec-
ond, we carry on different kinds of
culture and social work, for ex-
ample, groups of Red Armymen
work as teachers so as to eliminate
illiteracy. They also act as poli-

‘tical instructors for the Young

Pioneers, the Communist youth, the
factory workers and the workers’
clubs. They also fight against al-

. ' 4=7kov; Korotkevieh,. Kalganov. -

coholism and for the elimination
of uncouthness in the intercourse
with women. They also establish
circles for atheists which publish
their successes in the wall news-
papers. Others, again regularly at-
tend courses at the technical high
schools in order to become pioneers
of industry. More than 30 per cent
of the peasants in the army study
modern collective farming, the
management of tractors and other
agricultural machines.

The Workers and Red Army.

‘The life of the Red Armymen is
closely bound up with the life of
the workers; they, therefore, take
an active part in all political cam-
paigns and support the interna-
tional proletariat during strikes by
voluntary monthly contributions.
Factory and trade union commit-
teesr (also foreign) often visit de-
tachments of the Army, control
them and thereby strengthen their
mutual bonds in the spirit of
brotherhood. The Red Armymen
reciprocates this friendship be-
cause, to the best of its ability, it
participates in the industrialization
and cultivation of its country.

Such is our daily life and work.
But that is not all. We are con-
scious that we must strengthen the
international proletarian brother-
hood and keep in touch with the
whole proletariat, which will be our
ally in the coming decisive strug-
les.

We greet herewith the fighting
masses of the world proletariat, as
well as all the fighting unemployed
and the proletarian youth.

Long live the international solid-
arity . of the world proletariat.

Long live the victory of the pro-
letarian revolution in the whole
world.

The Réd* Arfhymen:

AtsHkasov,.| I}
LVolt nko, Dunaev, Kirilin, Kuzmeh-*

Debs’ Speech
Against War

(Delivered at Canton, June 16,
1918)

I have just returned from a visit
from yonder (pointing to work-
house), where three of our most
loyal comrades(l) are paying the
penalty for their devotion to the
cause of the working class. They
have come to realize, as many of
us have, that it is extremely dan-
gerous to exercise the constitu-
tional right of free speech in a

country fighting to make democ-
racy safe for the world. I realize
in speaking to you this afternoop
that there are certain limitations
placed upon the right of free
speech. I must be extremely care=
ful, prudent, as to what I say, and
even more careful and prudent as
to how I say it. I may not be able
to say all I think, but I am not go-
ing to say anything I do not think.
And I would rather a thousand
times be a free soul in jail than a
sycophant or coward on the streets.
They may put those boys in jail
and some of the rest of us in jail,
but they cannot put the Socialist
movement in jail. Those prison
bars separate their bodies from
ours, but their souls are here this
afternoon. They are simply pay-
ing the penalty that all men have
paid in all of the ages of history
for standing erect and sceking to
pave the way for better conditions
for mankind.

If it had not been for the men
and women who, in the past, have
had the moral courage to go to
jail, we would still be in the
jungles.

Why should a Soctalist pe dis-
couragzed on the eve of the great-
est triumph of all the history of
the Socialist movement? It is true
that these are anxious, tryihg days
for us all, testing those those who
are upholding the banner of the
working class in the greatest strug-
gle the world has ever known
against the exploiters of the world;
a time in which the weak, the cow-
ardly, will falter and fail and
desert. They lack the fiber to
endure the revolutionary test. They
fall away. They disappear as if
they had never been.

On the other hand, they who are
animated with the unconquerable
spirit of the Social Revolution,
they who have the moral courage
to stand erect, to assert their con=
victions, to stand by them, to go
to jail or to hell for them—they are
writing their names in this crucial
hour, they are writing their
names in fadeless letters In the
history of mankind. Those boys
over yonder, those ecomrades of
ours—and how I love them—aye,
they are our yo r brothers,
their nemes are sea in our souls.

I am proud of them. - They are
there for us and we are here for
them. Their lips, though tempo-~
rarily mute, are more eloquent
than ever before, and thelr voices,
though silent, age heard around the
world.

(1) Reference is made to three
Cleveland socialists who were im-
prisoned for their opposition to
war—Charles E. Ruthenberg (died
March 2, 1927, while secretary of
the Workers Communist Party),
Alfred Wagenknecht and Charles
Baker,
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—_— | leadership into his own strong, tory. the direction of the Don. complicated circumstances, Comrade
By K. Voroskilov: { hands, he relentlessly broke through We were victorious. The enemy ' : . y : 3 Stalin, with an enormous t‘al?nt f(?r
y ; difficulties, and turned the corner,| was beaten and thrown far back in In the Civil War, in varying, x'e\'olutionqry strategy, al.wa)s _col-
Durinz the 1918-20 period, Com- | saved the situation. Stalin himself rectly, estimated the chief direc-
rade Stalin was probably the only | wrote about it in one of his letters tions to be taken for the main blow
person whom the Central Commit- ‘ to the Central Committee in 1919 at the enemy; and, skilfully using
tec despatched from one I’ighiim;“sa.\'in‘! that “he was being trans- the tactical method appropriate to
front to another, choosing always| formed into a specialist for clean- the circumstances, cbtained the de-
those w9laces most fraught with|ing out the stables of the war de- sired results. This quality of pro=
danger for the revolution. Where | partment.” letarian strategist and tactician
it was comparatively quiet, and | ! ! 2 have remained with him since the
everything going smoothly, where| I remember, as though it were Civil War. This quality of his well
we had successes, Stalin was not | today, the beginning of August known to the whole Party. Trotzky
to be found. But where for various | 1918. The Krasnov Cossacks were and his friends could best relate

reasons the Red Army was cracking |

up, where the counter-revolutionary
forces through their successes were
menacing the very existence of the
Soviet Government, where confu-
sion and panic might any moment
flevelop into helplessness, catas-
trophe, there Stalin made his ap-
pearance. He took no sleep at
aight. he organized, he took the

e

STALIN AND
VOROSHILOV

—

attacking Tsaritsyn, trying with
| one concentrated drive to throw
back the Red Army units to the
Volga. For many days the Red
troops, headed by the Communist
| division composed entirely of work-
| ers from the Donetz Basin, with-
stood the extremely powerful at-
tacks of the excellently organized
Cossack units. These were days of
great trial. You should have seen
Comrade Stalin at that time. Calm
as usual, deep in thought, he liter-
ally had no sleep for days on end,
distributing his intensive work be-
|.tween the fighting positions and

the Army Headquarters. The posi-
jtion at the front became almost
catastrophic. The Krasnov trcops,
| commanded by Fitzhalaurov, Ma-
{ montov and others, by a. well-
| planned manoeuvre, were sing
| our exhausted troops, wht i al-
{ ready suffered great losses The

{ enemy front, formed into a horse-
| shoe, with its flanks resting on the
] Volga, pressed closer every day. We
| had no way out. But Stalin had
{ cared nothing for this. He was in-
| spired with one single thought—

victory! To smash up the enemy

whatever happened. And  this in-

domitable will of Stalin was passed
i on to his closest colleagues, and de-
‘spite the almost hopeless position,
{ nobedy doubted in our ultimate vic-

STALIN

General Secretary of Communist Party of U. S. S. R, *

about this, who have paid full sore
for the attempt to substitute their
petty-bourgecis ideology for the
great teachings of Marx and Lenin,
The right opportunists, who only
quite recently suffered complete
defeat, also know this only too well.

Comrade Stalin in peace time
also, together with the Leninist
Central Committee of the Party, is
conducting a no less successful and
relentless struggle against all the
voluntary and involuntary enemies
of the Party and of the building of
Socialism in our country.

But at the same time, while long
ago he ceased formally to be a
military man, ‘Comrade Stalin has
never ceased to geccupy himself
most seriously with questions of the
defense. of the- proletarian state.
Now, as in past years, he knows
the Red Army -and is its nearest
and dearest’ friend. , :

* In connection with the Thirteen
Anniversary of “the Red Army,
which occurred on l{‘ebruary 23, we
are reprinting excerpts from an are
ticle written by Comrade Voroshi-
lov, written on Stalin’s fiftieth
birthday, cclebrated ‘last year thru-
out the world,

COM. VOROSHILOV’S FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY

On the 5th February 1931 Com-
rade Voroshilov, the Commander-
in-Chief of the Red Army, was
fifty years old. Comrade Voroshi-
lov was a mechanic and knew noth-
ing of military affairs, knew noth-
ing of military strategy and tactics,
but he rose to be the leader of the
victorious workers and peasants
army of the Soviet Union.

One of the workers who fought
under Voroshilov during the dark-
est days of the civil war, Comrade
Strokatenko, tells how he arrived
in Pyatichatki and was received by
Comrade Voroshilov.
Voroshilov ordered me to take over
the command of a detachment and
attack the cossack Ataman Gri-
goriev and his troops. I was in a
gquandary and objected to his or-
ders. ‘How on earth shall I take
command of a detachment’, T asked.
‘I do not know anything about it.
Whereupon Voroshilov shouted at
me: ‘Am I a General because I'm
commanding an army? Go and do
it, it's enough that you come from
the Don Basin.”

It was this invincible confidence
in the power of the revolutionary
proletariat that replaced for Voro-
shilov the Military Academy and
made him the leader of the Red
Army of workers and peasants. He
comes {rom a purely proletarian
family and at the age of 7 years
he went out to earn his living, He
became a mechanic. The factories
of Altchevo, Yuryevo and Lugansk
were his schools. Intense exploita-
tion was the order of the day. It
was not long before Comrade Voro-
shilov came into the working class
movement and as a young man he
was the leader of a series of strikes.
In 1899 he organized a strike of the
cranemen and mechanics in the
Yuryevo foundries, and from that
time on he was constantly under
police supervision,

In 1903 Comrade Klim Voroshilov
Joined the Bolshevist Party and the
second schooling began and turned
him into an {iron revolutionary,
trustworthy in all situation. Dur-
ing the 1905 revolution Voroshilov
was in Lugansk, The 24 year old
worker became one of the recog-
nized leaders of his class. He was

“ Comrade |

elected chairman of the delegate
meeting of the workshops  which
then developed into the first Soviet
of Lugansk. The strike movement
swept through the Lugansk district.
Voroshilov was its leader.
© <« L3

In 1906 Voroshilov met Lenin at
the Stockholm Party Congress. In
the years of the reaction following
on the 1905 revolution Voroshiloy
experienced banishment, flight and
illegal revolutionary work in Baku
and Petersburg. He was imprison-
ed and again banished. This was

the career which steeld him for the
greater tasks he was called upon
to perform as leader of the prole-
tarian and peasant battallions.
When he took command of the re-
volutionary detachments in the Don
district he had had 20 years of re-
volutionary struggle and experi-
ence. His army occupied Zaritsin
(Stalingrad) and defended it
against the white attacks for a
whole year. - Voroshilov and Com-
rade Stalin organized the defence.

He was always to be found at

VOROSHILOV

' Head of Red Army and Navy of U. §. §. R.

§ S M

the most dangerous posts. He gave ;

up his position as People’s Commis-
sar for the Interior in Ukrainia in
order to take charge of a. handful
of brilliant soldiers and wipe out
the bands of the Ataman Grigo-
riev. At the head of the XIV Red
Army he dealt the counter-revolu-
tion in the south one heavy blow
after the other.

Voroshilev himself was constant-
ly in the firing line. His personal
courage and steadfastness fired on
the men and strengthened hesitat-
ing detachments. An old comrade
Rakitin describes the taking of No-
vograd-Volynsk:

“The Poles had fortified Novo-
grad-Volynsk strongly. For four
days the red cavalry division bat-
tered their heads against its walls.
Exhaustion and disheartenment
was the result. The detachments
began to waver and lose confidence.
And then Comrade Voroshilov ar-
rived and took over the V division.
His firm, clear voice, his fire and
conviction gave new life to the tired
soldiers. He went from detachment
to detachment, from squadron to
squadron, Voroshiloy led the attack.
The exhausted men took on a new
lease of life: the hungry ones pulled
in their belts, the pessimists re-
ceived new courage. The charge of
the V division swept all before it
and drove the Poles helter-skelter

out of the town.”
~ - »

The civil war came to an end.
The organized white armies were
wiped out or driven out of the
country, but banditry and revolt
still delivered severe blows at the
revolution. On the way from
Northern Caucasia to the Polish
front the red cavalry under Buden-
ny and Voroshilov rounded up the
Machno bands in Ukrainia. After
the close of the civil war the red

cavalry made its headquarters in

Ekaterinoslav,

In the days of the Kronstadt re-
volt Comrade Voroshilov crossed
the frozen bosom of the Gulf of
Finland with the most daring
fighters. He practically led this
most complicated operation. In the
streets of Kronstadt he took part
in the fighting as a simple fighter.

/4 +

When the death of Comrade
Frunze left the post of People’s
Commissar for the Red Army and
Navy free, there was only one name
mentioned—Klim Voroshilov. “Fhe
victorious leader of the Red Army,
the steadfast bolshevist, the une
bending fighter for the Party po=
licy became the leader of the Red
Army and Navy. Under his leader=
ship the imperialist mercenaries in
the Far East have received a taste
of the fighting qualities of the Red
Army. Under Voroshilov's leader=
ship the Red Army is concentrating
on technical and mechanical effi-
ciency. On the fiftieth birthday of
their leader the soldiers of the
workers and peasants Red Army
declared: “Should the imperialists
attack us, we shall fight against
them with the fierce passion of a
free people. We know that we are
fighting for the whole of humanity,
and we know that we shall be vice
torious!”
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Y.CI. ON RUTHENBERG'S
DEATH

“We express deepest regret
over the death of Comrade
Ruthenberg, one of the founders
and outstanding leaders of the
Party, and sympathy to the whole
Party. We call upon all Com-
munists to close their ranks for
struggle against capitalism.”
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