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May First Manifgsto of Communist Party

Against the Roosevelt Hunger and War Drive!

For Unemployment Insurance and Social Insurance!
Against Fascism; for Solidarity With German Proiet-riat; for the Unity of All Toilers!

Against Imperialist War; for Defease of the Soviet Union; for Defense of the Chinese Peonle’
For the Overthrow of Capitalism!
For a Revolutionary Workers and Farmers Government!
For the Proletarian Revelution; for a Socialist Society!

May PFirst, day of international
working class solidarity, day of uni- |
ted struggle against capitalist ex-|
ploitation and war, finds capitalism |
broken down and in a state of dn-f
cav. ‘

Boasted mass production of capi- |
talist industries has broken down. |
Factories and plants are producingl
less every mouth; agricultural out- |
put is not only diminishing but |
large quantities of ready food-stuﬁsf
are heing destroyed, while the farm- |
ers are told to produce less. Fin-f
ance and banking are going through |
the severest crisis in history. Trade
and commerce, nationally and in-
ternationally, are half destroved.
All the economic machinery of cap-
italism is disorganized, dilapidated,
approaching ruin. In the United
States, this richest country in the
world, the breakdown of production,
exchange, credit and currency is
more pronounced than in any other
country. The boasted strength of
American capitalism, said to be ex-
empt from the evils and inherent
contradictions of capitalism, has
proven to be but a miserable sham.
Fascist Terror Against the Workers.

Boasted capitalist political democ-
racy is being more and more re-
vealed as the system of carrying out
the wishes and the orders of the
ruling propertied classes as against
the toiling masses. Capitalism
which in its heydey resorted to the
sham of democracy to maintain the
illusion of self-government and thus
prevent the masses from realizing
the domination of big capital, is
more and more revealing itself as
brute force. Capitalism is becom-
ing openly terroristic. Capitalism
grasps the big club of fascism not
only in Germany or in Poland, but
growing symptoms of fascism are
evident in the United States where
beating up of strikers, clubbing of
workers’ demonstrations, jailing of
militant workers and farmers,
lynching of Negroes and deportation
of foreign born workers is used with
increasing ferocity as a means of
suppressing the militancy of the
toilers. The Roosevelt administra-
tion is equipping the chief executive
with - dictatorial powers to deal
quickly and decisively with the
masses in the interest of Wall St.
The government of the United
States is rapidly approaching the
fascist type.

The Anti-Working Class Program of

Roosevelt,

What is Wall Street, what is Its
fafthful servant, the advocate of the
“new deal,” Roosevelt, doing to re-
lieve the terrible sufferings of the
people?

They have not introduced any un-
employment insurance te secure
every worker a minimum of sub-
sistence at the expense of the capi-

. talists and the government.

They have granted no direct fed-
eral cash relief for the unemployed.
They have advanced mno cash relief
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masses by euiting the value of the

dollar through the method of infla-
tion, :

They have slashed the wages of
governmental employees.

They have slashed the compen-
sation of the veterans—those who
were maimed and crippled in the
last World War. They refuse to
give the long-promised bonus to th
veterans. L

They are planning te legalise the
stagger-system of employment

‘which means making the workers

share the little available work with
their fellow-workers and thus re-
duce the earnings of alil.

They are planning “wage boards”
to determine the bottom wages for
every industry and locality, not ac-
cording to the needs of the workers,
but accopding to the needs of the
exploiters,

They have allowed the courts of
Alabama to convict Haywood Pat-
terson, one of the 9 Scottsboro boys,
to the electric chair to satisfy the
southern rulers in their bloody de-
sire to maintain the national op-
pression of the Negro people.

The Revolutionary Road for the
Masses.

May Day, day of international
working class solidarity, finds the

tion of the available funds to feed
the hungry, it squeezes the life-
blood out of the masses to produce
more ammunition, to organize big-
ger armies for the coming world
slaughter,

The workers have nothing to lose
but their chains. Capitalism has
outlived itself. Capitalism has to be
replaced by Socialism where there
is no private property on either
lands or mines, or factories or rail-
roads, where there is not exploita-
tion of man by man, where every-
body shares the fruit of collective
labor, where classes have been abol-
ished and life has been lifted to
great heights. Capitalism must be
replaced by the system of work for
common use and not for profit. Cap-
italism has developed vast possibili-
ties of production which cannot be
used under the system of private
property, which, however, under the
system of Socialism, can be devel-
oped tremendously so as to assure
everybody a real human living,

The Soviet Union, now in the 16th
year of its existence, is the only
bright spot in the world-picture of
today. While the capitalist world is
sinking deeper into the morass of
deterioration, the Soviet State, hav-

.ing abolished unemployment, is ris-

ing ever higher, rapidly increasing
production, raising agriculture to

® iy .
The toiling masses of America are

becoming ever more restless and
they are organizing to fight. This
is nothing unusual for the Ameri-

can working ciass whose history is
the history of great battles against
the exploiters and whose struggles
gave rise even to the First of l\frxy.
later adopted 5 an international

day of wor ss solidarity for
struggle : inst capitalism,
Unite for Unemployment and Soc ial
Instrance
Unempioyment insurance is the

greal necd of the day. Millions are
hungry. Capitalism has thrown
them out because the bosses cannot

ke sufficient profits. The bosses
cketed all the wealth,
workers are doomed to
That must not be. If
there are billions to be had for the
bankers and other billions for war
purposes, then there must ba enough
funds to pay every unemployed man,

starvation.

| woman and young worker a defi-

nite wage every week at the ex-

pense of the canitalisis and the

federal government.

Unite for ‘Increased Wages and
Relief to Meet Higher Prices
The struggle against wage-cuts

 and for the increase in wages in
| order to meet the inflation prices,
| is another pressing need for which

the workers must become organized
tbrough this May Day demeonstra-
tion. The capitalists are mobilizing

‘: to cut the value of the dollar, ie.
to pay the workers in depreciated

|

money which will buy fewer goods.
The workers must resist by de-
manding higher wages, more relief,

| wherever such relief is being paid.

to live and to progress * * * and
that is to deal the capitalist siate
a death blow.

ist Attack.

The workers of the United States
are beginning to realize this basic
truth more and more. The workers
of the United States have been ad-
vancing against capitalism in ever
greater forces. Last year has wit-
nissed an increasing number of
struggles on various fronts. e
miners repeatedly went on strike
against wage cuts and for better
conditions. The automobile workers
for the first time in the history of
this country actually succeeded in
tying up, the industry through a
powerful strike movement, The
needle workers, particularly the fur-
riers, have made a strong stand
against their bosses and have se-
cured better wages and union con-
trol over many shops. The workers
of many other trades have struck
against wage-cuts. The farmers not
only organized a broad strike move-
ment, but came into repeated
clashes with the armed forces of
the State. The veterans marched on
Washington in a great militant body
that threw the entire Federal gov-
ernment Into confusion. The mili-
tant workers organized a great ma-
tional hunger march and innum-
erable demonstrations and local
hunger marches in fight for relief

|
|
|

!

Growing Struggles Against Capital-
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They must demand that all war
funds be used for immediate relief
and unempldyment insurance.
Unite in the Struggle Against
Imperialist War
May Day must be a day of strug-
gle against war and against war
preparations. The government is
recruiting young workers to drill
them for the future war while mak-
ing them work at starvation wages.
The government, in connivance
with Wall Street, is plotting for new
wars, especially against the Soviet
Union. The May Day demonstration
must raise a mighty protest against
these war plans. We will resist all
capitalist wars; we will resist the
transportation of ammunition for
the purposes of war butchery.
Socialist Leaders Prevent Unity
For these struggles the workers
must unite. We know that there
are mighty obstacles in the way of
their unity—in the first place the
activities of the leaders of the Am-
erican Federation of Labor and the
leaders of the Socialist Party, It
is these leaders who split the ranks
of the working-class movement in
1914 when they joined the camps of
their respective governments in the
World War instead of fighting the
capitalists in every country. It is
these leaders who organized the in-
tervention in the Soviet Union, I’
is these leaders, who, being at th
head of the German government
crushd the revolution of 1918-19 and
subsequently fought against the re-
volutionary labor movement while
protecting the counter-revolution-
ary forces and thus paving the way
for fascism. It is these leaders who
do not offer any resistance to the
Hitler fascism fn Germany even at
the present moment, abjectly bow-
ing before the bloody dictatorship,
and telling the workers that there

——

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO),
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Lenin’s Leaflet to

|

MAY DAY UNDER|

Russian Workers FASUST RULE |

This leaflet was written by Lenin |
for May Day, 1895. This direct ap-:
peal reached many workers, though |
the leaflet had to be distributed |
secretly because of the close \\'at(-hl
by the czarist secret police. Com- |
rade Lenin points here to the nccd‘l
of united struggle against capital-
ism,

. L] L
By V. 1. LENIN
Comrades, let us consider our

situation carefully; let us contem-
plate the conditions under which
we lead our lives. What do we
see? We work hard, we produce
countless riches, gold and tissues,
brocade and velvet; we haul iron
and coal from the depths of the
earth; we construct machinery. All|

the riches of the world are created ||

by our hands, are produced by our
sweat and our blood.” What, com-
pensation do we get for our forced
labor? If we had our desserts, we
ought to live in good houses, wear
good clothes and, at any rate, not
want for our daily bread. Never- |
theless, we all know that our wages
hardly suffice to provide us with a
bare existence. Our masters re-
duce the rate of wages and force
uws to work overtime, they impose
unfair flnes on us, briefly, they op-
press us in every possible way and
if we ave dissatisfied, they turn us
ot without more ado.

We have often convinced our-
selves that all o whom we apply
for protection prove to be henchmen
and friends of the masters. We
workers are kept in the dark; we
are given no education lest we
should want to fight for the im-
provement of our condition. We
are kept in bonds, we are driven
out of work, we are forbidden to
fight; anyone who resists the op-
pression 1s deported and arrested.
Darkness ‘and bondage are the
means by which the capitalists and
the government, which does every-
Shing for their advantage, hold us
faptive.

#hat means have we for im-
Proving our position, for raising our
Wages, for reducing our hours of
work, for enabling us to read in-
structive books and for protecting
ourselves from insult? Everyone's
aand is against us; that of the
masters, who live all the better the
worse off we are, and that of their
#ackeys, of all those who live on
the crumbs which fall from the
capitalist’s table, and who keep us
In ignorance and bondage for their
advantage. We cannot look for help
from any quarter, we can only de-
pend on helping ourselves. Unity
Is our strength; our weapon is firm,

themselves have known for a long
time in what our force consists,
and use all efforts to keep us dis-
united and to prevent ws from real-
izing that the interests of us work-
ers are common interests. They re-
duce the rates of wages, not all at
once but one step at a time; they
introduce foremen and payment by
piece-work, even reducing the rates
of wages arbitrarily, laughing in
their sleeve when they see that we
wear ourselves out at our work.

Every dog, however, has his d"; ’strengt.h; they gather in numerous,

patience wears out in the end. Dur-

| weavers at Thornton's, of the women

pect the factory inspectors to notice |
mismanagement in the factories of |
such influential people as Mr. |
Thornton or the shareholders of the |
Putilov Works? We have gi\*eni
the gentlemen plenty to do, here in |
St. Petersburg, The strike of the

cigarette makers st Lagerme’s, of
the spinners at Lebedev’s, at the‘
factory for the mechanical produc-
tion of shoes, the movement of the

V. L LENIN,

workers at Konig’s Voronin's and
at the docks have shown that we
have ceased to be callous sufferers,
and that we have thrown ourselves
into the battle.

As is well known, workers from
many factories and works have
formed a fighting union for the
liberation of the working class and
with the object of disclosing all
abuses, of doing away with mis-
management, of fighting against the
insolent tyranny and oppression of
our unscrupulous exploiters and at-
taining complete liberation from
their rule. The, union distributes
pamphlets, the very sight of which
freezes the blood of the maesters
and their lackeys. It is not the
pamphlets which they dread, but
the possibility of our united resist-
ance, the demonstration of our
tremendous force, which we have
shown them more than once.

We workers of St. Petersburg and
members of the union call upon all
our comrades to join our union and
to promote the great work of the
union of the workers in a fight for
their own interests, It is tirfié for
us Russian workers also to burst
the chains 'with witich the capital-
ists and the government have bound
us, o join our brothers, the work-
ers In other states, in the 'fight,
for us to march under a common
banner on which is written: “Work-
ers of all countries, unite!”

In France, England, Germany
and other countries, in which the
workers have already united in
strong unions and have conquered
many rights for themselves, they
are inaugurating a general day of
celebration for labor on April 19th
(in other countries this is May 1st).

They forsake the stuffy factories,
march with music and banners in

|
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Experiences from
Warsaw, Poland

(By a Weorker Correspondent) ‘
NEW YORK.—During April, 1930, |
I was on a visit to Warsaw, whicl"’
is my home town, the capital city of 1
Fascist Poland, where the dictator, |
Pilsudsky, rules with an iron hand.
The terror against the working
masses in Poland is known over the
world.

The Polish Communist Party is il-
legal, the revolutionary unions are
semi-legal, the enormous spy sys-
tem is the chief institution of. the
government. In spite of this reac-
tion, the impoverished working

masses rally to the call of the Com-
munist Party of Poland.

While walking the streets of a
workers’ neighborhood, I suddenly
saw a red flag with the inscription,
“Down With Fascism,” “Long Live
the First of May,” appear in the air,
attached to a trolly car wire. A
crowd gathered. No one had seen
where it had come from, but many
workers took their hats off, Other:
applauded. The police arrived on the
scene and seeing the waving red
banner, they dispersed the crowd
with anger, and called an emergency
wagon to unhook the Red Flag from
the wires. No one was caught—that’s
how skillfully it was done!

The next time I saw a Red Flag
was in the “Polish Defensive” (the
Political Police headquarters), after
I was arrested for visiting the Nee-
dle Trades Red Union. I was takenr
into the cross examination room.
There on the floor was the flar
with the slugan “Long Live the Pirst
of May.” A few of the arrested com-
rades were qaestioned by the Po-
litical Police.

I spent three days with the Polish
comrades in the “Defensive” who
were arrested on suspicion of Com-
munist activities. Most of them were
young, awaiting years of imprison-
ment, but that did not kill their
spirit. The revolutionary songs ech-
oed far out into the open. This sc
angered the police guard that they
threatened to isolate us, but we kept
on singing.

For three days ten of us were
kept in a little room, incommuni-
cado. They fed us on black bread
that tasted like clay and soup mixed
with flies. We slept on bare boards
called “noras,” piled one on top of
another, We were fingerprinted and
phetographed and cross-examined a
few times a day. -

In spite of the hundreds arrested
before May First, in order to check
the demonstrations, there were
thousands of workers’ demonstrag-
ing on May Day, raising their pro-
test against the fascist terror.

—Clara.

other countries, that their fight may
very soon result in the desired vic-
tory; that the time may soon come
when there are neither masters nor
slaves, neither capitalists nor work-
ers, when ail will work equally and
all will enjoy life reasonably and
on equal terms,

Comrades, if we act unitedly and
harmoniously, the time is not far
distant when we also, in firmly weld-
ed ranks, shall be able, without dis-
tinction of race or creed, openly
to join this common fight of all
the workers of all countries against
the capitalists in the whole world.

Our muscular arm will be raised
and the shameful chains of slavery

Q)

From “Memoirs of
A Rewvolutionist”

This is an excerpt from Piatnit-
sky’s recently published book,
“Memoirs of a Revolutionist.” Here
we have a description of the early
May Days in Russia and the heroic
struggles of the Russian working
class against czarism. It was these
links in the mighty chain of class
struggles that built the Bolshevik
Party which was to lead the toiling
masses to the victorious revolution
—to the establishment of the Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat.

“Memoirs of a Revolutionist,” by
Osip Piatnitsky, can be bought at
the Workers’ Book Shop, 50 E. 13th
St., New York. Price, $1.

. - -

“Once, at the end of February,
1889, or perhaps 1900, I was in-
formed on the exchange that some-
one was waiting for me in a certain
house on the outskirts of the city.
I went there immediately. A meet-
ing, consisting of representatives of
the unions and one comrade intel-
lectual, was in progress. The ques-
tion of the First of May celebration
was being discussed. The point at
issue was: should they gather on the
First of May in private houses, ir
the woods, or in the street?

After a long debate, it was de-
cided to organize a demonstration
on the main street. Each union was
to organize a meeting of all its
members before the First of May,
and put the question of the demon-
stration before them. At each of
these meetings an “intellectual”
was to be present.

Discuss May Day

I summoned a big meeting of the
members of the union. We waited
a’long time for the intellectual who
was to be the speaker, but he did
not put in an appearance. I was
therefore obliged to explain the
meaning of the First of May and
why we ought to demonstrate on
the streets on that day (until then
the First of May had been cele-
brated either  in the woods or at
home.) This was not so simple; for
at that time our work was confined
to the economec struggle with our
employers, who had the police on
their side. This was all that the
members of the unions of that day
knew.

As far as I can recall, the reasons
I gave at that meeting for the ne-
cessity of demonstrating on the
streets were that the strikes of the
last two years had accomplished
nothing as far as we workers were

concerned, and that it was now nece
essary to show the highest governe
mental authority in our town, the
governor, that the workers were dis-
satisfied. with their conditions, and
that they were protestipg againat
them The meeting unanimously de-
cided .» participate in the demon-
stration. Then and there captaing
of squads of ten men were appoint-
ed who, on the evening of April 18
(corresponding to May 1, new style),
were to be, after work, in one of
the side-streets near the /Bolshaya
St. (the main street jof Vilna),
where the demonstration was to
take place, together with the ten
deswonstrators for whom each cap-
tain was responsible.
First Baptism of Fire

At the appointed time I was there
with nine comrades. When the mo-
ment arrived for our entrance into
the Bolshaya St. every body was as-
sembled. The main street was im-
mediately filled with men and wo-
men workers, who mingled with the
bourgeois promenaders. The mount-
ed Cossacks and police scented the
presence of unusually large numbers
of persons in the streets, and they
were on the alert. Suddenly the red
flag was displayed. The crowd be-
gan to sing disjointedly in various
places; great confusion ensued. The
shops were hastily closed and the
promenading public scurried to cove
er. The Cossacks and the police
threw themselves upon the demon-
strators and lashed out with their
whips right and left. This was prob-
ably the Vilna workers’ first baptism
of fire.

A year later the May Day demon=-
stration was held on a public holi-
day. The meeting place was in a
park at the end of Bolshaya St.
When the demonstrators came out
of the park the Cossacks fell upon
them, and a great many were in-
jured. Numerous arrests were made.

The year between the first dem=
onstration and the next had not
passed in vain. There was no ques-
tion now of discussion wh-re to meet
on the First of May: in the woods,
in private houses, or in the street.
Now there was merely an announce=
ment in all the unions that there
would be a demonstration, and each
union was given directions as to the
meeting place and time. That was
all. A great many people came to
the demonstration even without our
having taken the preparatory meae
sures we had taken a year before.

Communist Party Manifesto

(CONTINUED fROM PAGE ONK)

must be nc united front of struggle
against this new tyranny of the big
capitalists and landlords.” It is
these leaders, who, like Norman
Thomas and Morris Hillquit in this
country, went to Roosevelt to con-
gratulate him on his bank-mora-
torium which was an act of rob-
bery directed against the masses. It
is these leaders, who like Julius
Gerber in the city of New York, in
a letter to the Police Commissioner
Bolan “congratulates him and wish-
ed him success.” It is these leaders
who are opposed to a Unitd Front
of all the workers as proposed by
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party and by the National
Executive Committee of the Trade
Union Unity League.
Weld the Unity of All Toilers

Against Capitalism—for Socialism.

As against all these traitors of
the working class, the workers and
farmers of this country, whether
belonging to one organization or the
other, must forme one powerful uni-
ted front of\ struggle.

Workers and toilers, Negro and
white, of city and farm, unite!
Unite in the struggle against the
Roosevelt hunger government — the

and self determination in the Black
Belt.

Against capitalist terror; against
all forms of suppression of the po-
litical rights of the workers; for the
immediate release of Tom Mooney
and the Scottsboro boys.

Against imperialist war! For the
defense of the Chinese people! For
the defense of the Soviet Union—
the base of socialism! | .

Weld firmer the international sol=
idarity of the workers against fase
cist reaction! Solidarity with the
German workers for the struggle
against the Hitler fascist dictator-
ship! .

Workers and toilers, the way out
for the capitalists from the crisis is
by way of war and starvat¥on.

Forward along the road of strug-
gle for the overthrow of capitalism—
the breeder of starvation and wars.

The dictatorship of the proletariat
in the Soviet Union has shown the
way for the American workers! It
has abolished unemployment, re-
duced working hours, raised the ma-
terial conditions of the workers and
peasants, marching forward on the
path towards a classless society!

Only the destruction of capital~
ism in the United States will abolish
unemployment, wage cuts and wars.

Against capitalism and the dic-
tatorship of the bosses! For the dio-
tatorship of the proletariat and the
:;d!!nt of a classless socialist so-

Unite for- the revolutionary way
Mof_mem!ormavlcaoryof
the American working class!

Only the Communist Party cen
lead the American workers to free-

| dom and socialism!

Central Committee,
COMMUNIST PARTY, U. 8, A.
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May First and the Struggle

A By J. STACHEL.

The ouistanding isewe im the la-
bor movement today ie the fight
for unemployment insurance. It
must be made the central issue in
ths May Day demonstrations. It
is the issue which expresses the most
vital needs of the masses at present.
With seventeen million unemployed,
with additional millions on a part
time basis, with all workers facing
insecurity: as to to their jobs—the
fight for unemployment insurance is
the fight of the entire working class.

Side by side with the fight for un-
employment insurance there must
be developed the fight for a whole
system of social insurance. Includ-
ing old age pensions, accident and
maternity insurance, ete. All work-
ers today feel the whip of starva-
tion from the very first day that
they are unemployed no matter
what the reason. Workers’ savings
which were always small and limited
to only a section of the workers are
wiped out. The workers have no
reserves. They must depend on
charity or starve when they are not
employed.

Only a system of universal social
insurance can bring some measure
of securily to the workers under the
capitalist system. May Day, the tra-
ditional day of struggle of the work-
ers of this country, the day of
the memorable and historic strugg-
les for the 8-hour day must be con-
verted into a gigantic mass struggle
among other things first and fore-
most for Unemployment Insurance,
for Social Insurance.

Capitalists Oppose Unemployment
and Social Insurance.

The capitalists are opposed to un-
employmerit insurance. They in-
stead wish, to place the whole bur-
den of the crisis, of unemployment
upon the shoulders of the masses
themselves. It is fer this reason
that they advocate and put into
practice the stagger plan. They di-
vide the work among the workers,
in addition to cutting wages. They
lower the standard of living of all
the masses. They use the large
army of unemployed to force wages
down to ever lower levels. They

know that if there existed a system
of compulsory federal unemploy-
ment insurance this would be &
force against workers competing in
the job market for any wages. They
would be unable to force the work-
ers to contribute to the charity they
hand out to the workers through
the forced collections for the com-
munity funds. They would be un-

_ able to introduce forced labor for
those receiving charity relief and
city relief. The capitalists are op-
posed to unemployment insurance
between it would cost them a por-
tion of their profits. Because it
would unite the employed and un-
employed workers and raise the
fighting spirit and capaeity of the
entire working-class.

Communist and Left Wing Fight for
Federal Unemployment Insurance

But notwithstanding the hostil-
ity of the capitalists to any form of
unemployment insurance they are
compelled to manouever and make
gestures favoring some form of in-
surance. This is due to the fact
that the masses of unemployed and
employed workers are in ever great-
er numbers demanding the enact-
ment of unemployment insurance
legislation. The Communist Party
was the first organization in this
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The Demonstrations in Every City and Town Must Make Unem-
ployment Insurance a Central Slogan

ganizations have endorsed and sup-
ported this fight.

rallied large masses in the historic
unemployed demeonstrations of
March 6, 1930. It took place thru-
out the world at the call of the
Communist International. Over a
milllon workers participated in the

This ulon.:l'for* the first time|’

movement which no group im the
labor movement can ignore.

Position of the Reformists om
Unemployment Insurance
The Socialist Party was compelled
to come forward for unemployment
insurance at least in name. The
unemployment insurance bill passed

in Wisconsin with the support of

United States alone. Since that the Socialist Party there, which

time these organizations carried on
a .consistent fight for federal un-
employment insurance. The Com-
munist Party, the TUUL, the Unem-
ployed Councils have organized
mass actions in all cities, towns and
states. And a number of national
actions the last of which was the
national hunger march to Washing-
ton in December. Within the A. F.
of L. with the support of the left
wing labor organizations there has
been developed a mass movement
for federal unemployment insur-
?ance despite the stubborn opposi-
i tion of the AFL leadership that this

. é 5
|was the dole and “unAmerican. genuiné unemployment insurance.

lThe fight for unemployment insur- | 1t is the adoption of bills which
|ance has become a broad mass | carry the name of unemployment

A
Wit

controls the city of Milwaukee and
other cities, is a clear indication
that the socialist stand is in reality

PN TR S Foe AN AISEYRRT SRS

Workers’ Unemployment
Insurance Bill

That a system of federal government unemployment in-

in the respective industries and territories in the United
States. The unemployment insurance shall not be less than
$10.00 weekly for adult workers, $3.00 for each dependent, to
all workers wholly unemployed through no fault of their
own, for the entire period of unemployment.

For all workers, no discrimination—That unemployment
insurance be paid to every unemployed worker, adult, and
youth, whether industrial or agricultural, office employees,
and all other categories of wage labor, native or foreign-born,
citizen or non-citizen, white and Negro, men and women, and
without discrimination against race, color, age or political
opinion. No worker shall be deprived of unemployment in-
surance because of refusal to take the place of strikers or to
work for less than union rates of pay.

Insurance at the expense of the employers and the gov-
ernment—That the full funds for unemployment insurance
shall be raised by the government from funds now set asid
for war preparations and by taxation upon incomes ove:

tions levied upon the workers—in any form whatsoever for
this insurance.

Administration by the workers—That the unemploy-
ment insurance fund shall be administered and controlled by
the workers through unemployment insurance commissions
composed of rank and file members of workers’ organiza-
tions. That unemployment insurance commissions be em-
powered to establish free employment exchanges for the reg-
istration of the workers. The payment of unemployment in-
surance, the hearing of contested claims for unemployment
insurance and appeals from awards made.

For other forms of social insurance—That social insur-
ance be paid to workers to the amount not less than $10.00
weekly for adult workers, $3.00 for each dependent to com-
pensate for loss of wages through sickness accident, old age,
maternity, ete.

Part-time workers shall receive the difference between
their wages and the unemployment insurance benefit. No
worker shall be disqualified from receiving unemployment
insurance because he refuses to work at wages below what
he was formerly receiving or below the prevailing trade union
rates in that vicinity, nor shall he or she be disqualified for
refusing to work because of strike or unsafe or unhealthful
conditions, nor where hours are longer than the usual trade
union standards in the particular trade or locality.

An employee shall not be required to accept employment
if the establishment where employment is offered is at an
unreasonable distance from his or her home.

insurance, but which does not bring
any benefits to the masses of unem-

for Unemployment Insurance

ance shall be no less than $10.00
weekly for adult woiers and $3.00
for each rependent, to all workers
wholly unemployed through no
fault of their own, for the entire
period of unemployment.”

The bill also providcs against dis-
crimination, for paymentis in part to

ployed.

While the official socialist bill
varies somewhat from the Wiseon-
sin Bill it is of the same character.
These bills in the first place at best
would not insure the seventee mil-

who still have jobs.
surance would be paid only after
the reserve fund is built up which

the workers’ wages. Thirdly the bill
limits the payments to only a few
weeks in the year and fixes a max-
imum of 10 weeks payment at a
maximum of $10 per week.

The bills Introduced in the various
states, Ohio, New York and others
are all of the same category. They
would not insure the mass of the

one of disrupting the fight for a!

surance be immediately established by an act of congress and |
made immediately effective, guaranteeing the average wages |

$5,000 a year. In no instance shall there be any contribu-

unemployed but deal with those who
| still have jobs. They make the
workers contribute to the funds to
{ be built up and paymenis to start
only when sufficient funds are
raised. They limit the number of
weeks and payments to such an ex-
,tent that the amount the workers
would receive is no more than that
{ which the relizf agencies are com-
pelled to pay and in some cases even
{less. In New York the Governor
claimed that even if the bill was
passed it would take at least two
| years until the insurance would be
| paid to anyone. And for this reason
he urged i\hat the bill be passed. In
addition all these bills are strike-
breaking bills. Workers on strike
would not receive any insurance.
| Thus the bosses would convert the
bill into anti-strike insurance in-
stead of unemployment insurance.

American Federation of Laber
The AF L. leaders who have stub-

surance in “principle” as against the
“ideals of Americanism” have heen
compelled by the pressure of the
rank and file to make a gesture and
adopt “unemployment insurance” at
the last convention. But the plan
they adopted was to sponsor state
bills of the character mentioned
above. In other words under the

name of being for unemployment
insurance they are continuing under
new forms their struggle against a

Oy ]
genuine system of unemployment
insurance. The A. F. of L. leaders
are opposed to unemployment insur-
ance. They are against the position
faken by the rank and file om this
as well as many other questions.

The Workers Unemployment Insur-
ance Bill

There is only one proposal for un-
employment insurance that has
been brought forward which ex-
presses the needs and interests of
the masses. This is the Workers
Unemployment Insurance Bill. This
bill is supported by the organiza-
tions that have started the struggle
for unemployment insurance in the
U. 8. The Communist Party, the
TUUL, the Unemployed Councils.
It is now also supported by the A.
F. of L. Committee for Unemploy-
ment Insurance and by the Inter-
national Workers Order as well as
other left wing labor organizations.
In fact the bill in its present form
 1s more concrete. In revised form
which was first adopted by the Cin-
cinnati Rank and Fille Conference
that took place at the time of the
last AFL convention. This bill calls
for a:

“System of federal government
unemployment insurance immedi-
ately established by an act of Con-

lions of unemproyed, but only those !

Secondly, in- |

would be taken at least in part from |

bornly opposed unemployment in- .

part timet worikers. It provides for
ile taxing of the rich to provids
| the funds with which to pay the
{ unemployed. (The bill is printed in
‘i full in this issue of the Daily Work-
! er—Editor).

This is the bhill which the workers
| should support. We must expose
all the other schemes of the capi-

! talists and their agents.
the bills introduced in the variocus
state legislatures, we must peint ous
that the most effective way to in-
sure the workers is through the
system of federal unemployment in-
surance. At the time at
ent the Workers Unemployment In-

Regarding

same pres-
sam pres.

!surance Bill as an amendment to
the legislatures to be effective pend-
*ing the adoptior of this hill by Con-
| gress.

But we must in doing this avoid

a number of mistakes thal certain
workers’ organizations have fallen

tinto. These mistakes con d pri-
marily in forgettir he federal bill,
while putting forward state billg
Secondly in changing the bill so

that a different bill is proposed for
the state and to Congress. We mus*
| everyw here fight for the demands
embodied in the Workers Unem-
:ploymont Insurance Bill.

Make May Day a Day of Struggle

The masses are in motion. They
| wish to fight against the attacks
;of the capitalists. The workers are
' now confronted with severe attacks.
l*Already wages are only in total 33
| per cent of 1929. Now through in-
| flation and through new wage cuts
| the capitalists and their government
wish to further undermine the liv-
’ing ‘standards of the masses. They
wish to extend the stagger plan
through' the “Black 30-hour Bill*
{ which does not carry with it a cor-
| responding increase in wages to
| guarantee weekly and monthly earn-
ings. The A. F. of L. and the So-
cialists have endorsed this stagger
plan. We must oppose this new at-
| tack. We must expose the attempt
to cripple the labor organizations
| through compulsory arbitration,
forced labor and other similar meas-
used now before Congress as part
of the Roosevelt program. In the
center of all these demands must
be the fight for the Workers Unem-
ployment Insurance Bill. The fight
for unemployment insurance will
help to unite all workers to fight
against the capitalist attack.

May Day must be the beginning
of big demonstrations and strikes
for increased wages to meet infla-
tion prices, against the whole Roose-
vel§ program, for the Workers Un-
employment Insurance Bill,

May Day must be a big step for-
ward in the developing of the nnited
front of the workers in struggle for
the realization of the demands of
the masses.
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STRUGGLES AGAlNST HUNGER AND

British workers batiling police who
try to evict them

.

Japanese imperialists Celebrate af-
ter shooting Chinese masses

A worker killed by German police
on May First

I'zAmg the past vear there has
3en a sharp plunge to new depths
¥ the economic crisis in the United
Rates. Capitalism, though changing
its federal administration, shifting
the posts in its government, which
is the execuiive committee of the
capitalist class, has pursued one
consistent uninterrupted  policy.
That is to use every means ai hand
to place the burden of the capitalist
crisis upon the backs of the toiling
masses by increasingly fierce at-
tacks upon the standards of life. By
increased ferocity agamst the colo-
nial and semi-colonial masses and
by a mad drive toward imperialist
war, especially war and intervention
against the Soviet Union.

The prolonged crisis, the most
deep-going in history, has led to
the most appalling misery, sulfering
and wretchedness of the masses of
workers and farmers.

Radicalization of the Masses.

It is thic economic crisis and the
offensive of the capitalist class that
has defermined the course of strug-
gles in the United Stales since May
Day, 1932. The continuous succes-
sion of unemployment demonsira-
tions, fights against hunger, against
evictions, the strikes against wage
cuts, the mnational hunger march
which was .marked by a series of
sharp clashes with the police, the
war veterans' struggles, the battles
of farmers against the police and
state authorities, the Scottsboro
campaign and the struggle for Ne-
gro rights, the demonstrations
against imperialist war, the fight
against fascism—all these idicate a
growiag radicalization of the mass:s
in the United Siaves.

Series of Strike Struggles

Two weeks after the May Day
demonstirations last year, a strike
broke out in the sugar beet indus-

try against wage cuts, involving 18,~
000 workers. There were a number
of small strikes in various indus-
tries—printing, building, etc., dur-
ing that same period. On July 15
came the strike of mill workers at
High point, North Carolina. In the
middle of August 30,000 miners in
Southern Illinois went out on strike.
All of these struggles, while they in-
dicated determination on the part
of the rank and file to fight against
hunger, met with little success. The
leadership in some cases did not
know how to conduct an effective
riruggle and in some instances there
were conscious agents of the bosses
who betrayed the workers.

Victorious Strike Struggles

One of the most significant ac-
tions was the strike of workers in
the Republic Steel works plant at
Warren, O., where a partial victory
Was wou.

But the most outstanding strlke

Auto Woerkers sirike against wage cuts in Detroit, involving over 13,000

Bonus Mareh to Washington last ssmumer

Natior

Workers, Farmers and Veterans All (
by Their Actions the Attempts of
the Crisis at the Expense

troit went out on strike and by their
action succeeded in stopping wage
cuts in practicadly all plants in De-
troit and viecinity.

In both the Warren and Detroit
strikes the unions affiliated to the
Trade Union Unity League played
an important and leading role. They
pursued a policy of urging organiza-
tion of rank and file committees to
lead the struggles. They strived for
the most effective united action em-
bracing employed and unemployed,
Negro and white, native-born and
foreign-born.

In the Detroit struggle, especially,
there were clashes with the police
thuge of the city, the state police
and the private thugs of the auto
magnates. Bui most vicious of all
were the attempts of the bureau-
cracy of the Detroit. Federation of
Labor to split and disrupt the fight-
ing front of the workers.

That the steel workers and the
auto workers have taken up the
struggle against wage cuts and hun-
ger is of tremendous significance
and is the guarantee that the con-
tinuation of the savage offensive
against the standards of life will
meet with increasing resistance by
the masses of toilers in thege basic
and war industries.

Jobless Demonstrations Everywhore

While strikes occurred in & num-
ber of important 'places, the strug-
gles of the starving workers for un-
employment and social insurance at
the expense of the government and
the employers were general. In ev-
ery part of the country there have
been increasingly determined strug-

. gles against hunger and in not a

.

few places there have been victories
of great importance.

Perhaps the most notable single
victory in the series of local strug-
gles for relief was the huge Chicago
demonstration on October 31 when
50,000 workers succeeded in forcing
the withdrawal of an order for a 50
per cent cut in relief and compelled
the Reconstruction Finance Corpo-
ration to make up the difference.

National Hunger March

On the wave of increasing local
struggles, county hunger marches,
state hunger marches that assumed
more and more militant forms,
there was built up support for the
National Hunger March to Wash-
ington to again place before Con-

ress demands for immediate emer-
gency relief and unemployment in-
surance.

In the course of this march there
were repealed sharp clashes with
the police who had received in-
structions from Washington to “dis-
courage” the marchers. But in spite
of this, 3,000 delegates assembled at
Washington, where they were at
first surrounded by heavily armed
police on a bleak wind-swept hill-
side. The expressed intent of the
authorities to prevent the Hunger
Liarchers presenting their demands

was sel aside by the nation-wide
protests that flooded Washington
and by the splendid discipline and
defiant heroism of the marchers
themselves.

It can be definitely recorded that
there are tens of thousands of men,
women and children alive today in
the United States who would have
starved to death had it nof been for
this nation- wide struggle against
the hunger program of Wall Street
carried ou! by the Unemployed
Councils.

Struggles of the Farmers

The entire year, from May 1, 1932,
to May 1, 1933, has been character-
ized ‘by spectacular and militant
struggles on the part of the farmers
against low marketing prices for
farm products, against foreclosures
of mortgages, against forced sales.
On the bacis of the experiences of
these struggles and the necessity for
a national organization of farmers
to fight against the hunger program
of Wall Street there was held in
December the United Farmers Re-
lief Conference in Washington. This
has proved to be a powerful co-
ordinating force uniting and giving
aim and direction to the struggles of
the rank and file farmers.

So effective were the farmers
“strikes” in Towa, Illinois, Pennsyl-

vania and many other states that
the big insurance companies were
forced to admit that it was impos-
sible to enforce colieciion of farm
mortgages.

But the Roosevelt administration
is trying to come to the rescue of
the mortgage holders by using the
power of the federal government to
try to bludgeon out of the farmers
enough to satisfy the bankers and
the mortgage sharks,

Many of these farm strikes have
been highly successful and there is
every indication that they. are ris-
ing to higher levels.

Upsurge of Veterans' Struggles

The dramatic struggle of the war
veterans was a powerful factor in
unmasking the hunger and war gov-
ernment at Washington. These war
veterans, who had been told there
would be nothing too good for them
when they were needed to defend
the investments ,in Europe of the
House of Morgan during the worid
war, were being cheated out of their
back pay—the so-called bonus—by
the hunger government.

One of the most infamous chap-
ters in the record of government
tyranny was written when a part of
the armed forces of the country, on
express orders of the president of
the United States, drove out with
fire and sword the veterans encamp-
ed on Anacostia field last July 28.
The heroes of yesterday had, in the
eyes of the government they fought
for, become the outcasts of today!

Share-Croppers’ In Action

In the Black Belt of the South the
fight of the Negro and white share~
croppers against the‘frightful tyr-
anny of the bankers and the land-
lords advanced to a higher stage

when on December 19 Negro share
croppers with arms in hand drove
off a force of armed and murderous
deputies bent upon taking the prop-
erty from one of their number, This
conflict at Tallapoosa, Ala., was the
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National Hunger Mzrch for Unemployment Insurance in Washington

All Over the United States Challenge
ts of the Capitalist Class to Solve
nse of the Toiling Masses

second share-cropbers‘ struggle—the
first one having occurred at Camp
Hill a year and a half before.

When white posses recruited from
sherifi’'s forces in nearby counties
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the heroic Negro croppers found
shelter at the hands of white share
croppers. It is this growing unity of
action of Negro and whites in the
South that strikes fear into the
hearts of the ruling class, trying to -
hold in ‘subjection by every method

of terror the Negro majority in the
Black Belt which constitutes a sup-
pressed nation.

Scottsboro and Moeoney Campaigns

On this May Day the struggle
against lynching, legal” and illegal,
against frame-ups and for the re-
lease of class ‘war prisoners must be
recorded as having made big ad-
vances—especially in the fight to
save from legal lynching the nine
inhocent Scottsboro boys and to free
Tom Mooney.

The “Free Mooney Congress” now
going on #n Chicago is proof that
there can be built up, against the
treachery and betrayal of the So-
cialist Party leaders and the A. F.
of L. bureaucracy, a genuine fight-
ing front. The Chicago congress is
the guarantee that the movement to
free Mooney and Billings will reach
such proportions that it will compel
freedom.

The mighty roar of protests that
swept the world against the lynch
decision of the Scottsboro and Ala-
bama courts saved these nine inno-
cent Negro boys from death in the
electric chair, saved them from the
hands of the lynch mob at Decatur.
The second death verdict against
Haywood Patterson was met with a
roar of indignation from white and
Negro workers and brought into ac-
tion large masses that never before
engaged in any activity againsi cap-
italism or its institutions.

Fight Against Imperialist War

An inseparable part of all actions
was the struggle against imperialist
war, in defense of the Chinese peo-
ple and 'the Soviet Union. Last May
Day more than one million workers
thundered protests against the at-%
tempts of the capitalist world to
find a way out of their crisis at the

expense of the® Soviet Union. At
these demonstrations the imperial-
ist tyrannies against the colonial
and semi-colonial masses was mada
a part of the whole struggle against
capitalism.

A few weeks after last May Day
there cccurred in New York a dem-
onstration of white and Ncgro, Chi-
nese, Phillipino and Japanese
against the shipments of arms and
munitions on the Japanese ship
“Toba Maru.”

At many ports and in munition
and war industries there was con-
sistent work to organize special ac-
tions against imperialist war.

In preparing fer and sending
American delegates to the Amster-
dam congress against imperialist
war held last August there were
many meetings and demonstrations.
Since the return of the d:legates
there has been considerable activity
along the lines laid down at Amster-
dam,

Every imperialist plot against the
Soviet Union was unmasked and
contributed to intensifying the anti-
war struggle. Finally in the wind-
up of the election campaign, occur-
ring simultaneously with the cele-
bration of tne Fifteenth Anniver-
sary of the Bolshevik Revolution
there was widespread populariza-
tion of the tremendous achieve-
ments of the Five Year Plan of So-
cialist Construction. Throughout the
year the popularization of these
achievements, In sharp contrast to
the decay of the capitdlist world,
gave impetus to the struggle against
the capitalist attempts to solve the
crisis at the expense of the masses
of workers in the home countries
and the toiling masses in the colo-
nial and semi-colonial countries.
The Presidential Election Campaign

During the year there took place
the presidential election campaign.
The Communist Party carried out
the revolutionary policy of utilizing
it for further development of the
struggles of the toiling masses.

At the nomin-
% | ating convention

.|in Chicago on
| May 28 and 29,
§ | William Z. Foster
was chosen as the
standard bearer of
the Communist
Party for presi-
dent of the United

Y Btates, and James

'J. W— FORD W. Ford, a Negro

Candidate forWorker, for vice-
vjce-president, president.
Co-ordinating All Struggles
Immediately the campaign was
begun and the message of Commu-
nism was carried into every part of
the country. In distinct contrast to
the Socialist Party which utilized
the campaign to sow pariiamentary
illusions and to try to disrupt and
disintegrate the mass strugglas, the
Communist campaign gave an im-
petus to all these struggies and in
the midst of the election struzsle,
raiczd the call for the Second Hun-
ger March on Washingten ai the
onzivg session of Congress. In the
South, ~in contrast to . Morman

& 5

A, L » X 5o

fore the lynch law and chain-gang
ruling class, the Communist Party
defied the jim-crow laws and held
mixed meetings of Negro and
whites.

In every way the Communist Par-
ty in its election eampaign acted as
& powerful force unifying and co-
ordinating all the varied struggles
into one common fight against the
hunger and war program of the
capitalist ruling class and its gov-
ernment.

The outcome of
the actual voting
showed that al-
t.h‘ough there was
increased radical-
ization, the politi-
‘|cal consciousness
| of the masses was
.| still at a low level.
| The overwhelming
majority of work-
ers and farmers
supported the cap-
WM. Z. FOSTER {q]ist parties—re-
Candidate fol'publican, demo-

president, 1932 . ¢ ang socialist.

The Communist Party received
more than 100,000 votes.
To be sure the vote showed that

Y~ § | ]

the road

Roosevelt, with the most adroit
demagogy, was able o fool the
workers into believing that if they,
only patiently wait and starve ev-
erything will be all right when the
“new deal” is put into effect.

No sooner was Rcosevelt in office
than the Wall Sireet drive against
the toiling masses assumed a more
virulent form. Today, added to the
mass impoverishment as a result of
wage cuts and unemployment, we
have the most vicious form of in-
direct wage cuts, through inflation.

The actions of the Roosevelt ad-

"ministration, the continued attacks

on living /standards have brought
about a condition where this May
Day arrives amidst the worst suf-
ferings the masses of this country
have ever experienced. This con-
tinued fierce attack of the govern-
ment of the capitalist class will re-
sult in the mass struggles rising to
higher levels.

The gigantic demonsiraiions that
will be held throughout the country
today will give further impetus to
all struggles and must be made =a
forward step in the gathering to-
gether of forces to. turn the offen-
sive against our stendards of life
offensiyz

into a counter against

capitalism.

“I CAN NEVER FORGET
THE FIRST MAY DAY”

Lucy Par.sqn_s Tells of Hgyx_narket Event

By LUCY PARSONS

I can never forget what happened
here in Chicago on the First of May,
1886. All the factories were tied up.
The masses were on the streets,
They showed the bosses of the time
that they would no longer slave for
10-12 hours a day. “Eight-hour Day”
was demanded. The McCormack
Reaper strike was attacked—six
workers were shot. The workers were
not intimidated. The next day a
huge protest meeting was held. The
. boss class was not satisfied with the
blood of the strikers. They caused
the bomb explosion which killed and
maimed a large number of whom no
account was ever given. The explo-

Angelo lleﬂulo-.‘ls years old. Sen-
tenced to 20 years on the chain

“ gang for organizing unemployed in
ok “& w ' - w,; » o &
BN

2E . E8
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ditional -release ol (he

sion gave the bosses a chance o be-
head the movement, The leaders of
the eight-hour day movement were
framed-up and hanged.

But, comrades, this May Day
brings to us a broader, deeper issue.
Capitalism is collapsing. Seventeen
millions of our brother workers, men
and women, are tramping the cities’
streets, highways and byways,
homeless, destitute, weary, hungry,
beaten, clubbed, gassed when they
dare demand better conditions, Mil-
lionaires and billionaires are rioting
in luxury on our labor.

On with the May Day protesta=-
tion. Be brave, sirong men and wo-
men. Let your marching feet be
heard in every city and mortgage-
burdened farms. Let the 200,000
families now existing on charity in
Chicago join in the mighty con-
demnation of the capitalistic sys-
tem, that consigns its most useful
members to lives of such degrada-
tion.

In the name of the fighting work-
ing class martyr, Albert Parsons,
and his colleagues, and as a sur-
vivor of these glorious days of
struggles, I call upon the workers of
Chicago to carry forward the tradi-
tion of. May Day,—to once again
pour into the streets in huge parade
and meeting in ‘Union Park. at 4:30
pam. and from there to the Chicago
Stadium to demand the uncondi-
tional release of our fighting com-
rade, Tom Mooney and {he uncon-
‘L isboro
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MAY DAY 1932 TO MAY DAY 1933

Worker in Se.bet Union consirmct-
ing Moscow subway

Happy Soviet Workers who com-~
pleted Five-Year Plan

Sudei

Moscow women im sporis parade

Type of new houses being con-
sirucied all over Soviet Union for
- workers ;
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Workers P

By NATHANIEL WEYI

In 1886, twenty thousand New
York workers, fresh from militant
strike struzgles in the sugar re-|

fineries and on the
Elevated’ lines, held a tremendous |
M.n. Day meeting in Union Square. |

Tiey had come at the call of four-!
teen unions. The Cigarmakers, the |
Sugar House Workers' Union, and
the Empire Protective Association
(leader of the Elevated sirike) were
each represenied by

700 workers or more. The Square

“Third Avenue |

contingents of | &

The Communist Party Through Stluagle‘; Inherits
: Revolutnonary Traditions

| tung,” makes an eloquent defense of
class war. “If these paracites, the
press, grand juries, and the police

throw law aside in the oonunuance This struggle is a class struggle,
of this persecution, they will find 'and if capital continues to arraign
out that we ¢an throw law aside.|

itself against labor, it will find out
’that the people have a million fists
Ta.nd know how to use them.”

e

was packed with thousands of work- ": :

ers. bearing banners and placards.

A reformist spirit was entrenched
in the New York unions which kept | j
the demonstration on the paths of
order and good ecitizenship. The
N. Y. Tribune reports: “The speak-
ers were all in the interests of law
and order, and as a rule deprecated
strikes. Tt was understood by the

Chairmen =t the different platforms |
that if any incendiary speeches were ¢
attempted, the speakers would im-

mediately be s

There were two platforms,
for the English speakers,
for German, On the
speaking stand,
up a running flre against the
spiracy laws which the courts were

topped by the police.”

another

-

using to outlaw and break prac- |!
tically every strike struggle in the ‘

nation. They attacked monopolies,

corruption in politics, and demand- |}

ed the right to boycott “unfair”
employers. Thus Samuel Gompers
in his speech indignantly repudiates
the sugestion that the boycott is
un-American.
American,” he asks,
was thrown into Boston Harbor, and
the citizens would not hold com-
munion with anyone who wore
English - manufacture?”

The speakers' on
stand had participated in the
struggles of the European working
class.
tical development,
spirit,
the ideas of Marx.
Shevitch,

a revolutionary

Thus Sergiys
Editor of the

one ||
English |

the speakers kﬂpc”
con- k.

They showed a higher poli-

| First International May Day—1890
| At the 1890 Convention of the
|A. F. of L., reformist elements
gained control and sabotaged the
}"eneml strike proposals. It was
| decided to begin the eight hour
|stnke in only one union, and after
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a victory had been obtained there
to spread the struggle to other
trades. Finally the Carpenters’
{Union was selected to begin the
nstmg-gle and the Federation as a
whole voted to support it by special
5 ,don'\uons and leaves. .

The then revolutionary Socialist
Labor Party issued the call for the
,<May Day demonstration in New
| York. The action received the un-
jqualified support of the strongest
New York unions, and in spite of
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|the faet that there was a heavy

rairf* all day, thousands of workers
came to Union Square continuously, |
singing the Marseillaise.

Seventy-three organizations par-
ticipated and sent contingents to |
the demonstration. Three thousand |
workers came from the Hebrew
Trades; the carpenters and cigar}
| makers sent 2,400 each. The Soci- |
alist Labor Party sent a contingent |
{of 700, but it gave the demomtra—[
tion much of its revolutionary back- |
bone. In all, thirty thousand work- !
[ ers demonstrated.

| A group of Socialist speakers who’;
had just rsturned from agitation |
work in Europe sat in the pavilion. |
Crowds pressed around them eager |
‘,to’hoar of the struggles of the
IEuropean proletariat-and the growth
4 ;of the Socialist movement. The
speakers in 180 wefe must more
definitely socialist than they were
four years before. Wakemann, for

iF

instance, begins by stating that the

~

Packed Union Square in May Day Demonstration in 1890

eight hour day is not the final end
of the movement, but only its first
step. The goal is the revolutionary
transformation of society, and the
rule of the working class. At this
point, a Socialist Labor Party re-
solution was subniitted which read
in part:

“Resolved: that in order to make
the eitht hour day attainable for
all, and a permanent organization,
the same must be legally enacted
and the economic struggle must be
supported by political action in order
to attain such legisiation.

“Resolved: that in the battle for
the eight hour day, we do not lose
sight of the final goal of the work-
ing class movement, the abolition
of wage slavery and that we there-
fore call upon all workers to mass
themselves under the banners of the
SLP in order to achieve this final
j overturn.”

While the crowds were going
back from the demonstration, the
disgruntled anarchist leader, Johann
Most imterviewed reporters at his
home. He regarded the eight hour
day struggle as “lunacy on the part
of the workers and a little scheme
on the part of the capitalists and
politicians in order to defer again

ithe final settlement they fear—the

social revolution.”
The 1890 demonstration showed

| very strongly the influence of the

German Socialist movement. There
was more of an emphasis on soci-
alism, but less stress on the hard
struggle necessary if we wish to
get it. 'There were traces of that
same rotten reformism which led
the German Sofial Democracy to
betray the workers in 1914 and 1919,
and which makes them abandon the

1working class to the fascist exe~u-

tioners today.

Nevertheless, the 1890 May Day
demonstratlom represented also a
begmmng. a beginning of the Inter-
national May Day struggles of the
world proletariat. A beginning of
the revolutionary May demonstra=-
tions of the American workers
which are being carried forward to-
day under the leadership of the
Communist Party.

"{IOVEMENT FOR 8-HOUR DAY
STRUCK FEAR INTO BOSSES

Over Half the Laboring Population of Milwaukee

Was On Strike in 1886

In Milwaukee, in 1886, the 8-hour
movement was under full swing
Thousands of workers were organ-
ized inte the Knights of Labor;
strikes were occurring daily up till
the May Days, particularly amongst
the brewery workers, cigar makers,
clothing workers, and foundry work-
ers. The slogan was “8 hours work
for 10 hours’ pay.”

Strikes of 800 to 1,500 workers
were daily occurrences in the last
weeks of April. For some time the
newspapers had shown & benevo-
lently “neutral” attitude towards the
struggles of labor, helping to main-
tain the bourgeois democratic illu-
sions. But towards the last of April,
the signs of the capitalist prepara-
sions for forcible suppression of the
8-hr. movement became apparent in
the belligerent tone of the newspa-
per articles.

Political Character of Movement

The Socialists of Milwaukee were
playing a prominent part In the 8-
hour struggle. There were not so
many workers organized under their
leadership as under the Knights of
Labor; but thousands of the K. of L.
members were under their influence.
There were about 140 Soclalist
members in Milwaukee. They were
largely Germans and had a daily
paper, the “Arbelter Zeitung,” edit-
ed by Paul Grottkau. Grottkau was
an able Soclalist leader, who had
served time In German prisons for
his aclivies, Whe nad beea = re-
porter under Johann Most on the
“Berlin Frele Presse”; and after
coming to America had been editor
of the “Chicago Arbeiter Zeitung”
until he broke with Sples. There
were also about 40 anarchists In
Milwaukee.

The Knights of Labor leadership,
Powderly on a national scale,
Bchilling in Milwaukee, 'ln

sabotaging the struggle for the
hour day. Grottkau and the Social
ists were strong in their denuncia
tion of. these reformist
were giving the 8-hour ¢
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ment in Milwaukee strongly political
features,

The Strike Movement

On April 29, some of the largest
factories in the city locked oyt their
men, saying they could not profit-
ably keep going if the 8-hour daj
were put into effect. Notices were
printed in the paper that for the
May 1 demonstration “Police and
militia are ready in case trouble is
caused by Communists. It is not ex-
pected by anyone that the laboring
men will unite in an outbreak, but
from the fact that a number of
communists are interested in the
demonstration, who are outspoken
in their denunciation of capital, it
has been deemed advisable to pre-
pare.”

The Knights of Labor called off
all their men from the dmonstration
at the last moment; but neverthe-
less the rank and file turned out te
the call of the Socialists (or Com-
munists, as the Journal called
them)., Over 4,000 men marched in
the first May Day demonstration in
Milwaukee. In the next two days,
thousands of men struck in Milwau-
kee, till by May 3, 16,000 were on
strike. The population of the city
then was about 160,000, and these
16,000 men represented over half the
laboring population.

March to Factories

The workers on strike began tc

march on the factories still running,

so that many had to leave, and
thousands were on the edge of star-
vation. Grottkau, and other leading
Socialists were held responsible for
the struggles of the workers, and
served prison terms after the May
Day events.

But the Socialist movement in
Milwaukee was given an impetus
’ which stimulated its growth. It re-
quired years of treachery on the
part of later union leaders and lead-
workers by the Kosciuszko Guard.' ers of the Socialist Party to liquid-
In return they received stones, , ate the organizational and political
sticks, dead. cats, and other evi- ! victories of the workers of this first
dences of the workers' love for offi- M2y Day.
cial ;tnke‘breakers Now, in Milwaukee, the present

On May 5, a‘'monster march of

Socialist leaders have done their
best to bury the militancy and class-
struggle character of the early days
of the Party. The Socialist leaders
are celebrating May Day this year—
on April 30, “President’s Day.”

The Communists and the militant
rank and file members of the So-
clalist Party and A, F. of L. in Mil-
waukee are keeping up the fighting
traditions of May Day, 1886. They
are demonstrating on May 1, and
they will bring to the workers of
‘Milwaukee the events which inau-
gurated May Day in Milwaukee, and
honor the memory of those who

were killed at that time.

protest to the Bay View Roiling
Mills, organized by the Polish work-
men, started from St. Stanislaus
Church, at 8 a.m. Women and chil-
dren were in the liné of march,
which, because of the democratic il-
lusions of the workers, was intended
to be a peaceful protest only.
Shoot Down Workers

When the line of march came
within a few blocks of the mills, the
commander of the Sheridan Guards
issued the order to fire. The in-
structions had been given several
days before: “When you are ordered
to fire, pick out your man, and shoot
to kill.” The capitalists were deter-
mined to shed blood in order to keep
the 10-hour day. The fusillade killed
or fatally wounded at least 8 per-
sons; and crippled an unknown
number besides. The workers scat-
tered hastily, but took thelr wound-
ed with them, and perhaps some
dead as well.

The full number of fatalities was
never known. The papers hushed up
all news about the killings within a
few days.

The bloody suppression of the
strikers, along with certaln conces-
sions given by the capitalists, with
the treachery of the Knights of La-
bor leaders, and the immediate ar-
rest and imprisonment of the So-
cialist leaders, defeated the 8-hour
dav movement in Milwaukee. The
workers went back to their jobs. But
they remembered the
they had possessed when they
organized, and there Ilater
many great strikes
The members of
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AND UNITED FRONT

It Is Not a Manouvre But a Program of

Action for the

Working Class

By P. BART

Bince the Communist Internation-
al issued the call for the develop-
ment of the united front, of the
workers against the capitalist of-
fensive, a large volume of discus-
sion on this, vital question has start-
ed. We will deal here mainly with
the position of the Socialist Party.

The Socialist and renegade press
(Lovestonites and Trotskyites) are
shouting with glee “at last the
Communist Internattonal has adopt-
ed a new line towards united front
action.” Is it correct that we have
adopted a “mew line?”

The Communist International
from' its inception has pursued a
policy of developing united strug-
gles of the toiling masses. All re-
solutions of its congresses and plen-
ums are permeated with this idea.
The Communist parties in their
respective countries have carried
out this policy adopting their tac-
tics to the specific situations that
they are faced with.

United Front Is Not Manouver

To the Communist Parties the
united front is not a manouvre. It
is a policy of welding together the
forces of the workingclass. Of
bringing into motion the workers to
struggle against the capitalist at-
tacks. In the course of these strug-
gles to raise the revolutionary ac-
tivity of the workers to higher
levels. It is in light of this primary
need—to fight back the dark reac-
tion of fascism, against the program
of hunger and war, that the problem
of the united front becomes & cen-
tral point. |

The Communist International in
its call reminds again of the treach-
erous role of social-democracy. But
says “In spite of this, however, the
Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International, in view of
Fascism which is unchaining all the
forces of world reaction against the
working class of Germany, ecalls upon
all Communist Parties to make yet
another attempt to set up the unit-
ed front of struggle with the
Secial-Democratic workers through
the medium of the Social-Demo-
cratic Parties.” (Emphasis mine—
P. Bl i

Rejected By Socialist Leaders
To make another attempt in this
crucial period in the struggle

. against fascism, to set up the unit-

ed front “of struggle with the
Social-Democratic workers through
the medium of the Secial-Demo-
cratic Parties.” But what has been
the response of these parties? ‘The
German Social-Democratic Party
has not only rejected the proposal
for a united front, but in its stead
has gone under the wing of fas-
cism for protection—has been trans-
forming itself into Hitler’s. “social-
ism.” The parties of the second
international have rejected the pro-
posal to Set up a united front to
struggle ggainst fascism and the
whole capitalist offensive.

In spite of the official opposition

by the Socialist parties, the call of
the TCommunist International has

their living standards, against the
growing bloody fascist terror, and
against the acute danger of war.”
But what is the position of the
leadership of the Socialist Party.
Following the path laid out by the
second international, it has raised
every obstacle towards .hindering
a united front. Nay, even more,
they have rejected the united front
with workers. But in connection
with the situation in Germany,
they united with the Jewish Con-
gress of bankers and manufacturers.

Why The Rejections

But why éwes the Socialist Party
reject the united front proposals
of the Communist Party? Says
Mr. Hilquit in the “New Leader” of
April 22, the “past offers of the
Communist Party have been insin-
cere and treacherous and the recent
one bristles with gratuitous sland-
ers of our party.” The Communists
are “insincere” and “slander” this
is why they cannot form a united
front.

But what kind of a slander? ‘The
Communist Party exposes the crook-
ed connections between the Socialist
leaders and tammany politicians.
The “Daily Worker” prints the letter
of Gerber, secretery of the Social-
ist Party in New York. 1In this
letter, Gerber, gives advice to the
police how to hinder the May Day
demonstration.

Do you wish Mr. Hilquit that we
should stop such “slander.” Do you
expect us to connive with you
against the workingclass. But then
this would mot be a united front—
this would be treachery to the work-
ingclass. A united front can never
become & secret agreement behind
closed doors.

Our Party in its statement said:
“The Central Committee in line with
the proposal of the Communist In-
ternational advises all _districts,
local bodies, and the workingclass
generally, that the Communist Party
is ready to sincerely agree to with-
hold all attacks upon Socialist, A.
F. of L. or other workingeclass bodies
which sincerely enter into mutual
agreements for umited . struggles
around agreed upon issues and
loyally carry through the agreement
into practice.”

To withhold attacks while carry-
ing out united,front struggles for the
interests of the workingclass. But
not to become a partner to the
crimes against the interests of the
workingclass,

Socialist Argoment

Another argument of the Social-
ist Party is that the Communists
are splitters. The united front is
only a “maneuver® But who are
the splitters and manouverers?

At the Socialist Party state con-
vention in Illinois, Ben Larks, pro-
posed splitting as a definite policy.
he urged to “capture the Unem-
ployed Councils” and make them
socialist organizations. If this is
impossible then the next step to
split them by taking out the soci-
alists,

The Unemployed Councils are or-
ganizations comprising thousands
of workers with various opinions
united to fight against hunger. But
this means very little to the Social-
ist leaders. Therefore, split or
destroy them, if Socialists cannot
control them.

Workers Desire for Unity

But from all sides come increased
desires for a united fromt of the
workers. Let us take a few ex-
amples. In Chicago the member-

ship. of the Young People’s Social-
ist League supported many strug-
gles of the unemployed. For favor-
ing a united May Day they were
even expelled from the Socialist
Party.

In Detroit the Socialist Party par-
ticipated in the provisional Free
Tom Mooney conference, though the
Congress was placed on the black
list by the national leaders. In the
Southern Illinols mining towns
seven locals elected delegates to the
Mooney Congress. In Camden, N.
J. and Richmond, Va. there is unit-
ed May Day demonstrations of the
Communist and Socialist Parties to-
gether with many other "organiza-
tions. These and numerous other
examples show that a united front
of labor organizations involving
large masses of workers can and
must be built.

While taking up the united front
with leading bodies of organizations,
this by no means implies that we
for one moment stop our activities
among the membership of these or-
ganizations. The renegades from
the Communist Party set as a con-
dition that there must be only
agreements with the top leader-
ship before a united front can be
established. This means only nego-
tiations from the top without con-
nections with the membership. Our
line must be, yes, we will negotiate
with you leaders to formx on a
united front, but the workers must
be aware of the questions raised
and thereby participate fully in
carrying out the program agreed
upon.

Through our press, meetings and
discussions to take up the basis
around which the united front ac-

The fight for the united front l
not & love feast. I I not esteb-
lished on the basis of a sudden now
found felendship. It is based wpon
the vitel needs of the workess. In
the courm of % the organisations
which agres, must In deeds eany

through the action set up.

tional on the 50th Anniversary of
the Death of Karl Marx. There
can be only one revolutionary party
of the working class, there can be
no two kinds of Marxism—is the
keynote of the concluding para-
graphs of the C. I. declaration:
. -

-

belong to the reformist trade unions!

Is it possible that Marxism means
in one party struggles for higher
wages, for unemployment relief and
organization of struggles against the
oppression of capitalist rationaliza-
tion—and in the other: support of
wage-cuts and reduction of unem-
ployment relief, and support and
encouragement for capitalist ra-
tionalization and compulsory labor?

Is it possible that Marxism means
for one party revolutionary readi-
ness for sacrifice in the struggle
against the bourgeoisie, imprison-
ment, shooting, hanging, as was the
case with Liebknecht and Rosa Lux-
emburg and thousands, tens of thou-
sands of revolutionary proletarians
throughout the capitalist world—
while for the other party—minis-
terial posts in bourgeois govern-
ments, posts of police chiefs, hang-
men of the revolutionary prole-
tarians, as was the case with Noske
and Zorgiebel?

Is it possible that Marxism means
in one party proletarianism, deter-
mined revolutionary struggle against
imperialist war—while in the other
party it means defense of the bour-
geois fatherland, Pacifist deception
in order to cover up imperialist war
preparations, and slander of the So-
viet Union, the only fatherland of
the international working class?

Is it possible that Marxism in one
country led by the Communist Party
to the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, to the expropriation of the
means of production of the capi-

heads of gigantic Socialist enter-
prises—while in the other country
it is leading to the growth of capi-
talist enslavement under the «ead-

Party?
Is it possible that Marxism in one

other country—to Fascism?

there be two kinds of Marxism?
Give your answer to the first Com-
munist, to the first revolutionary
proletarian—the fighter for the
teachings of Marx, Engels and
Lenin—you come across. .

Think 1t over and decide whether
or not we are right when we de-
clare that Marx belongs to the

|

To us, the Communisis, who, at
of the millions of prole-
in the daily uncompromis-
struggle against all forms
tation and oppression, are
out his great teachings.

Communists, who, in the
nion are the master build-
Socialist society, who, in
imperialist and colonial coun-
defending and protecting
life’s blood Marxism-Len-
defending Socialism; which
carried out in the Soviet
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talists, to the rise of proletarians to |

Think carefully, Social-Democratic | front of the proletariat for
workers and you proletarians who | jgt

ership of the Social-Democratic|Strengthen the united front of all

| workers,

country led to Socialism and in the 1 and Lenin, the

There Can Be Only One
Revolutionary Party

We are publishing below the con- | world dictatorship of the proletariat
cluding paragraphs from the dec- |for world Communism.
laration of the Communist Interna- |

Marx Belongs to the Commun’sts.

To us, the Communists who havd
carried Marxism-Leninism to the
countries of the Near and Far East,
to China and India, to Indo-China,
to Arabia, to colonial Africa, and
to the semi-colonial countries of
South and Central America and
who have extended the fighting
Social~
society by dmwing the op-
pressed peoples into the fight
against the common enemy, against
the imperialist bourgeoisie.

Marx Belongs to the Communists!

To us, the class-conscious revolu-
tionary workers in imperialist and
colonial countries, who are organ-
izing and leading strikes against
wage-cuts and against dismissals,
organizing the struggle of the un-
employed for relief and social in-,
surance.

Marx belongs to us, the fighters
against reaction, Fascism, terror
and imperialist war, to us, who
through our revolutionary struggle
against all forms of exploitation
and oppression, are organizing the
tolling peasants and the oppressed
peoples.

To us young working men and
working women, for whom capital-
ism has taken away our means of
livelihood and the possibility of vo-
cational training. To us, who are

struggling courageously and with »

determination, in order to avoid the
fate of our fathers, and not to be-
come cannon fodder in imperialist
wars; to us, who are not willing to
live the Ilife of exploited wage-
slaves.

Marx belongs to the revolutionary
proletarian fighters, for Marx above
all was a revolutionist, and the

teachings of Marxism-Leninism are

the teachings of the organization
and leadership of the revolution
against capitalism,

Marx belongs to those who are
carrying out his teachings in prae-
tice.

Proletarians! Make his teachings
yours! Bear them to all corners of
the earth! Strengthen the class-
consciousness of the working class.

under the leadership of
the international of Marx, Engel
international of

| struggle for the proletarian dicta-
Think it over, proletarians! Can |torship, for Socialism, carry inte

practice the teachings of Marx.
The viclorious movement of revo-
lutionary Marxism cannot be held
back by the Fascists, the followers
of the collapsing capitalist system!
The dying capitalist system cannot
be saved either by the vile provoca-
tions against the working class by
the bloody terror of Fascist gangs.
Workers of the world, unite!
Executive Committee of
the Communist International.
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Revolutionary Traditions of American Labor

By A. TRACHTENBERG.

The American labor movement is
rich in revolutionary traditions upon
which the Communist Party and
the Trade Union Unity League can
draw in their work of organizing the
American working class for revolu-
tionary action. ‘The great labor
struggles which dot the history of
the United States. bear testimony

o

o the militancy of the American
workers. Not only have the work-
ers been ready to Initiate struggles
or accept provocations of the bosses,
but when out on strike, they have
stayed out long and fought bitterly
against the combined forces of boss-
es atd the minions of the State.

A 'abor movement which can look
beek to the general strike move-

ments of 1877 and 1886, to Home-
stead (1892), to the A. R. U. Strike
(1894), to Lawrence (1912), to the
Bteel Strike (1919), to Seattle (1919),
to the many strikes in the coal,
railroad, clothing and other indus-
tries, to the great struggles in Colo-
rado, Pennsylvania, West Virginia,
the Mesaba Range and, more re-
cently, to Gastonla and Harlan, can

Exgei hglia g8
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also look forward to still greater
struggles in the future. With the
prevailing objective conditions—con-
stantly deepening economic ecrisis,
growing permanent unemployment,
intensified exploitation through
speed-up methods, acceleration of

will give an account of itself. Ths
massacre by Ford police of four De-
troit auto workers at an unemployed
demonstration before his plant, the
murder.of fighting Negro jobless in
Chicago and Cleveland, the Hunger
Marches and developing strike strug-

Imperialist rivalries  leading to an-  gles are evidences of the sharpening
other world war, the American labor !class struggle and the militancy of

movement, freed of its misleaders,
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