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The United States Department of Justice has charged,
s curiously-timed indictment of sixteen }e.ja\dersvand
e members of the Motor Transport and Allied Work-
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p conspiracy in existence, with Minneapolis its focal
I The Department of Justice is correct. Such a con-
acy does indeed exist. But the Department of Justice
leveled the wrong charge, against the wrong people.
re is no “revolutionary conspiracy” involving Local

1O aimed at “overthrowing the government.” Such
ntistic “conspiracy” exists only in the minds of the
artment of Justice, the FBI agents, and their inspirers.
The REAL conspiracy, which the people of Minne-
lis and the naticn have a right to know about, is the
and outrageous conspiracy of President Daniel J.
in of the AFL Teamsters International, against the
iful and democratic right of the motor transport and
d workers of Minneapolis to select a union bargaining
t of their own choosing.

‘No member or leader of Local 544-CI10, no member
ny working-class party, is involved in this conspiracy.
real conspirators are Tobin and his local Quislings;
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt, the FBI, the Department
ustice and the Department of Immigration; Governor
pid Stassen; Mayor Marvin Kline of Minneapolis; and
Minneapolis empioyers. This conspiracy is aimed
"®ctly at Local 544-CIO and the CIO. This conspiracy
"Bts to deprive and deny the motor transport and allied
Wkers of Minneapolis their democratic rights to ‘select
¥ OWn union.

Everyone knows that Daniel J. Tobin has never. had
love for the trade union principles and practices of
Minneapolis General Drivers Union. His opposition
ns back to 1934, when he opposed the Local 574 strikes
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) Mhat yvear, and the industrial union form of organization
5 { -h 574 strove to achieve, in opposition to the bosses.
<4 pr to, and throughout the July-August strike of that
1 :'“ , Tobin came to the aid of the bosses by red-baiting
. e strikers and denouncing their strike as “illegal” and

law.” In 1935, at the first opportunity, Tobin ex-

- - ed the local from the International and sent in “or-
> L izers” to try to prevent the union from functioning.
AR T on it became evident that Tobin could not whip our
s deipi on, hé permitted himself to be convinced by the Min-
ly @polis labor movement that Local 574, spearhead of

pnism, should be readmitted into the International. The
pn was readmitted as Local 544. :

In the following years Local 544 became the spear-
tar- d of a great organization drive .among the motor
peport drivers of the Middle West, helping to establish
pn conditions for 200,000 drivers. Tobin covertly op-
pd this drive, on several occasions ordering various
e area drivers’ councils to disband. He was torn be-
en his desire for an increased union membership and
fear of the industrial union ideas of 544.

The socialist ideas of some of the members and lead-
of 544 cut no ice at this time. At one stage, Tobin
1 appointed Farrell Dobbs, secretary-treasurer of Local
, as international organizer in charge of over-the-road
gmnization. Tobin understood Dobbs’ political convie-
very clearly. But Tobin never set the Department
ustice and the FBI on Dobbs or the other 544 leaders.
n Dobbs resigned from the Teamsters International
B39, Tobin sought for hours to convince him he should
with the union in the capacity of international or-
jzer. At that time a larger union membership meant
¢ to Tobin than did the progressive ideas of the 544
ership.

‘There is one thing that Tobin hungers after more
1 per capita tax, and that is his reputation as a labor
sman and his ambition to end his career in some high
srnmental post.

Jn May, 1941, Fortune magazine published an expo-
of Tobin which constituted a grave threat to his po-
| ambitions. The article pointed to the racketeering
gents in Tobin's union. It also referred to the radical-
of the Minneapolis drivers.

Greatly embarrassed by the Fortune article, Tobin
dled to move in a “statesmanlike” fashion—to kick
“reds” out of the union, and to leave the racketeers
uched.

He promptly wrote an editorial in his personal maga-

544.CIO Drivers

Attend Your Section Meetings

Attention of all Local 544-CIO members is called
the need of attending your union section meetings,
order to hear and discuss the reports, and keep up
h developments in the successful fight being waged
defend our union.

Below is a list of the meetings scheduled for the
mainder of this month :

Stewards

Friday, July 13th
Furniture, Coal, Paper and Printing
Monday, July 21st i

Building Material
Tuesday, July 22nd

Transfer, Warehouse and Wholesale Drug
Thursday, July 24th

) Cold Storage and Produce
Friday, July 25th
Seniority Committee
Each Tuesday, 7 p. m.
Grievance Committee
Each Tuesday and Friday, 7 p. m.

ndustrial Union Local 544-CIl0O, that there is a nation- |

eal Conspiracy
An Editorial

zine, the Teamsters monthly journal, demanding that
members of the Socialist Workers Party resign either
from. the union or the party. As a weapon against 544,
he picked up and dignified the charges made against the
union leadership by a group of disgruntled union elements
calling themselves the “Committee of 99,” who were car-
rying out the program of the employers inside the union
movement. Tobin ordered a hearing to be held on the
chqrges of radicalism against the 544 leadership, a radi-
calism which Tobin had been well aware of for seven
years.
He Fights Our Union Principles

Let no one be fooled by Tobin’s charge of radicalism.
What he really opposes and hates about 544 are its
UNION principles and practices—its advocacy of indus-
trial unionism, its sympathy with the successful organiza-
tional efforts of the CIO as was reflected in the columns
of the Northwest Organizer, its opposition at the 194¢
Teamsters convention to granting Tobin additional dic-

tatorial powers and an increase in his salary to thirty}

thousand a year.

Membership Rejects Tobin

He informed a 544 committee that he had decided
to appoint a receiver over the union, and demanded that
the 544 executive board invite him to send in a receiver
with dictatorial powers. This ugly demand was presented
by the union board to the membership, who rejected it
overwhelmingly. Knowing Tobin, knowing well that he
would appoint a receiver in spite of the wishes of the
union membership, knowing he was determined to dis-
member the union, Local 544’s membership voted to leave
Tobin’s union and join the Cl1O. This decision was reached
at the regular monthly membership meeting of Local 544,
held June 9, 1941.

Roosevelt’s “All-Out” Aid to Tobin

Dan Tobin is not only president of the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, he is also a member of the
National Committee of the Democratic Party and for eight
years has been responsible for lining up the labor move-
ment behind Roosevelt, and Roosevelt’s policies, no mat-
ter how harmful they are to the future of the labor move-
ment.

On June 13th, Tobin sent a telegram to President
Roosevelt, complaining about the action of Local 544’s
membership in changing affiliation to the CIO. Stephen
Early, secretary to the president, acting of course under
Roosevelt’s instructions, made a public statement to the
effect that the President ‘‘condemned jurisdictional
raids.”” Neither Roosevelt nor Early nor Tobih have ever
thought to explain how a decision by the majority of Local
544’s membership to reject Tobin’s dictatorship and join
the ClO constituted a ““jurisdictional raid.”

What behind-the-scenes negotiations went on between
the White House and Tobin, one can only conjecture. But
one need not conjecture on the very concrete aid President
Roosevelt has given Tobin in an effort to enable the latter
to regain control over the motor transport and allied
workers of Minneapolis. The resources of the Department
of Justice have freely been placed at the disposal of Dan
Tobin, Roosevelt’s labor statesman.

As Cecil. Owens, publicity director of the TUnited
Construction Workers Organizing Committee, so well said
at the 544-CIO mass meeting at the Lyceum theater: *“It
appears that Roosevelt has changed from All-Out Aid to
England, to give All-Out Aid to Daniel J. Tobin.”

Not even in the First World War was a union ever
put through such a kangaroo procedure as Roosevelt has
directed at 544-CIO, under the guise of stopping union
“raids” and preventing ‘“‘subversive conspiracies.”

On June 15th, agents of the Department of Justice
conducted a spectacular raid on the Minneapolis and St.
Paul headquarters of the Socialist Workers Party, carting
away literature which they, or any other individual, could
have purchased or freely read at any time. The bosses
and the Twin City newspapers understood that the raids
were aimed at Local 544. The newspapers headlined the
fact that the federal government had “moved against
Local 544.”

Acting Attorney General Francis Biddle made it
plain enough in his statement of June 28th when he said:
“The principal Socialist Workers Party leaders against
whom prosecution is being brought are also leaders of
Local 544-CIO in Minneapolis.

Instead of supporting Local 544-CIO in its demand
for a democratic solution of the problem through labor
board elections, a procedure in conformity with the Wag-
ner Act, the Roosevelt administation has decided to aid
Tobin by using the Department of Justice. The pretext
used in an effort to conceal the fact they were moving
against the CIO was that some of the 544 leaders were
alleged to be members of the Socialist Workers Party.

The Socialist Workers Party was pictured by the

'Department of Justice as a secret organization aiming
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at overthrowing the government by violence. A special
prosecutor was sent from Washington to Minneapolis to
aid in preparing the case for the federal grand juy. On
July 15th indietments were obtained against 29 persons,
including 16 active members and leaders of Local 544-

Cl10.
Bail Higher for 544-CIO
The real game of the federal government is seen in
the handling of bail bonds by the court for the defendants.
Jail was originally set at $5,000 for each of the defend-

| ants, none of whom in all likelihood ever had a fifth that

| much. Attorneys for the defendants requested the U. S.

' phoned Washington.

district attorney to reduce the bail bond. The latter
The bail for the sixteen indicted
members of 544-CI0O was scaled down to $3,500. The bail
for the others was reduced to $2,500, which is $1,000
less than the bail of the CIO members. The fact that
among the latter group were national leaders of the So-

(Continued on page 2)

Majority of Grocery Men

Want 544-CIO, Elections

Tobin Organizers

Held in Shooting
Of Aitkin Farmer

Brennans Members of ‘“‘Committee of 99,” Sid Brennan is
544-AFL Secretary-Treasurer — George O’Brien is
Trustee and Soderberg is Organizer for Tobin—All
Were Appointed By Tobin’s Receiver and Sanctioned
by Teamsters Council—Violent Habits of Men Bound
to Lead to Tragedy—Boss Papers Cover Up Close

Tobin Connections of Organizers

That such a deplorable situation as that involving
the shooting of a Hill City farmer last Sunday by a group
of Tobin organizers should finally come tc pass brought
no surprise to the hundreds of Minneapolis motor trans-
port workers who have been approached in recent weeks

by the gun-toting hoodlums

Tobin has hired in his fight

against Local 544-CIO,
inevitable that sooner or later
these bullies would seriously hurt
someone,” several drivers told
union officials this week.

The shooting occurred Sunday
on the farm of Walter Doree near
Hill City, Minnesota. A coroner’s
jury sitting at Aitkin has sought
to reconstruct the scene of the
gunplay. It appears that Sunday
a group of men came to the Doree
farm. Among them were Robert
Brennan, member of the “Com-
mittee of 99 and brother of Sid
Brennan, 544-AFL  Secretary-
weasurer; George O’Brien, trustee
of Tobin’s local union; Axel So-
derberg, a Tobin organizer and
member of the “Committee of
99;” Frank Bochniak, A dispute
existed between Doree, a tenant
farmer, and the Brennans over
use of a truck alleged to be owned
by the Brennans.

The coroner’s jury, after hear-
ing testimony of Doree, his family
and neighbors, held that the farm-
er fired upon the Minneapolis men
in self-defense, only after he had
been fired upon during the alter-
cation,

Doree, who lies near death in
a nearby hospital, told Sheriff Ned
Price that one of the four Minne-
apolis men reached into a com-
panion’s pocket, saying: “Give me
that gun. He can’t get all of us,
and we’re taking the truck.”

Family Looked On

After at least two of the men
shot at Doree with pistols, he
blazed away with a rifle, killing
Robert Brennan. The men shot at
the farmer with pistols in the back-
vard of the Doree farm, in view
of Doree’s wife and eight children.
One daughter, Louise, only a year
old, was clinging pathetically to
her daddy’s leg when the farmer
was shot by his assailants.

The Minneapolis men left, tak-
ing Robert Brennan with them.
They proceeded to Aitkin, report-
ed the shooting to the sherifl but
said nothing about their attack on
Doree, and then fled to Minneapo-
lis. When Hill City authorities
learned that Doree had been shot
and lay near death, they wired
Minneapolis police, who picked up
O'Brien at his home. Axel Soder-
berg and Bochniak were found at
the Brennan house.

Aitkin county authorities are
(Continued on page 4)

CIO Dairy Wo;kers
Sign in Saginaw

The CIO United Dairy Workers
Local Industrial Union 83 has
signed an excellent agreement with
the Saginaw Dairy company of
Saginaw, Michigan. The pact calls
for a closed shop, vacations with
pay, seniority and steward set-up,
and pay raises ranging from $3 to
$5 weekly, plus increased commis-
sion rates.

Negotiations are under way be-
tween the union and the Parker
Dairy and Valley City Creamery

in Saginaw.

“It was®

Civil Liberty
Union Wires
Its Support

Immediately after news of the
federal indictments against 29
workers, including 16 members of
Local 544-CIO, was made public,
the American Civil Liberties Union
wired its services to the indicted
persons. The ACLU, foremost na-
tion-wide organization devoted to
the defense of civil liberties, wired
its services through its general
counsel, Arthur Garfield Hays,
famed constitutional lawyer. The
ACLU opposed the Smith act when
it was before Congress in 1940 and
has been seeking the opportunity
to test the validity of this law. The
Smith act, under which the mem-
bers of 544-CIO0 are indicted,
would make it a crime to advocate
insubordination or overthrow of
the government.

Mr. Hays wired here that “The
American Civil Liberties Union
went on record in opposition to
the (Smith) act when it was intro-
duced in Congress, and after its
passage in 1940 the
nounced its intention to test its
constitutionality when and if the
occasion arose. Such an occasion,
we believe, is at hand now in these
first cases under the law.

Union an-

“We hold that these provisions
of this statute are a violation of
constitutional guarantees and a
potential instrument of oppression
against unpopular minorities and
organized labor.

“These new sections of the code
penalize opinions and advocacies
even in the absence of overt acts.”

Local 544-C1O Again Proves

sale Grocery Hearing

Guns, Threaten

It Represents Men at Whole-
General

1 —Assistant Attorney

Rules Men Can’t Be Pulled Off Jobs by AFL—AFL
Attorney Again Threatens Boycott if 544-CIO Wins
Elections—Workers Testify Tobin Hoodlums Carry

in hearings held July 16th
conciliator Alfred Blair. As

Minneapolis motor transport and allied workers in
yet another industry, the wholesale grocery section, dem-
onstrated their overwhelming support for Local 544-ClO

and 21st before state labor
in all the other hearings hel

presenting indisputable evidence of
the sentiments of the men, the
thuggery of Tobin's hoodlums, and
the workers’ desire for a free and
democratic election to settle the
question.

A dozen workers came forward
last Wednesday morning at the
opening of the wholesale grocery
hearing to testify that the men
were CIO and that they demanded
elections. All major grocery houses
in the city were represented.

Though space forbids a detailed
report on the testimony, a few of
the highlights are here reported.

AFL Men Tote Guns

Harold Fisher, employed at
Western Grocer, told how one of
Tobin’s goons came to the plant
and waved a German Luger re-
volver before the workers, yelling
that “This is what we're going to
give the CIO.”

Jack Gittens of C. Thomas stores
came forward to testify that that
very morning he had been pulled
off the job by Ed Blixt, an AFL
“organizer,” who told Gittens:
“You can’t work here because ‘you
attended a CIO meeting.”
Howard Dorholdt of Western
Grocer told how Red O’Loughlin,
one of Tobin’s imports from De-
troit, Michigan, had come to the
plant and sought to force him to
sign up with the AFL. “Do you cal]
this democracy?” Dorholdt asked
the Tobin men scornfully.
O’Loughlin went up to Dorholdt,
shook his fist under Dorholdt’s
nose, and shouted: “What do you
want? Democracy or this?”
O’Loughlin is about twice the
size of Dorholdt. In this incident
is shown again the contempt with
which Tobin's agents regard the
democratic right of a workingman
to belong to a union of his own
choosing.
Another witness told of the
baseball bats carried around in the
cars of Tobin's hodlums, So de-
vastating was the testimony of
these 544-CIO members that even
the AFL attorney, Goldberg, ap-
peared demoralized.

Can’t Be Pulled OF Jobs
When Gitten told how Blixt had
pulled him off the job for attend-
ing a CIO meeting, Blair and
George Sjoselius, assistant attor-
ney general, announced that all

workers pulled off the job by the

elections by secret ballot.
for the AFL.

America today.

7. Local 844.CI0 protects
settles their grievances.

9. Local
unionism. Tobin and the AFL

past,

Union Town and means to Keep

Ten Reasons Why
Vote for Local 544-CIO

1. Local 544-CIO stands for higher wages to meet the
rising cost of living. Tobin stands for “‘sacrifices” on the part
of labor, but not on the part of the profiteers.

2. Local B44-CIO furnished the leadership that has raised
the wages, shortened the hours and won job security for the
drivers and warehousemen of this city.

3. Local 544-ClO stands for honest, democratic and mili-
tant unionism. Tobin stands for dictatorship, thuggery and
horse-and-buggy craft unionism.

4. Local 544-CIO elects its officers in free and democratic
Tobin's receiver appoints officers

5. Local 544-CIO has the backing of the great progressive
Cl10 industrial uwnion movement, the dominant movement in

6. Local 544.C1O has always insisted that the employers

live up to the wunion agreements,

8. Local 544:C10 fights all finks. Tobin imitates them.
844-C10 symbolizes the future of American

10. Local 844.CIO is the union that Made Minneapolis &

You Should

its members on the jeb, and

represent the dead and dying

It That Way!

to date, 544-CIO swept the field,*

-

Grocery Men in
Special Meeting
This Friday

The executive board of
Motor Transport and
Workers Industrial Union
544-CI10 bas called
mee of all
544’s Wholesale
tion for this Friday, July
8 p. m., Reports will be
on the hearings before
bor conciliator Blair
union’s demand for a f
secret election, and
umion’s program for the whole-
sale grocerymenm. It is of
utmost importance that all oli-
gible workers attend this meet-
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AFL must be reinstated immedi-
ately, and that henceforth mneo
worker could be removed from the
job until a decision had been
reached as to the proper wumiom
bargaining agent. Thus, one of the
weapons of intimidation used by
Tobin’s agents against the union
membership has been removed
from their hands. .
After 544-CIO had completed its
case, it was as plain as the nose on
one’s face that the CIO has the
men and that the men eagerly de-
sire an election to settle the dis-
pute.
Monday morning the wholesale
grocery hearing was concluded,
with the AFL attorney, Goldberg,
presenting his case. Goldberg's
story was unimpressive indeed.
One important fact shown was
that, with all of Tobin's boasts
and terrorization, Local 544-CIO
has obtained mere signatures vol-
untarily than have Tobin’s agents
with their threats,
In previous hearings, Goldberg
has aways maintained that what
he counted on to support Tobin's
claim to the Minneapolis member-
ship was the dues payments to the
AFL. Yet at Monday’s hearings he
could only show that a handful of
the 450 workers in the industry
had paid dues to the AFL, Of
small number, it was later

Goldberg could present net.
single AFL to dispute
544-C10 y as
threats and intimidation
Tobin’s agents,

argumeat
that Tobin had ived some

of divine mandate to the
and souls of all the
motor trapspert dri i
tion. If this argument
valid, then of course
workers, the steel wo
rubber
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We Made Minneapolis a Union Town - - - Let's KEEP IT That

Way
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Thursday, July

Brewery Workers Union
Lashes Dictator Tobin
As Labor’s Worst Raider

When President Dan Tobin of the AFL Teamsters
ran to Roosevelt for protection against what he called

“CIlO

Tobin's sereams were greeted with jeers

bz the AFL ﬁ;temational Brewery Workers Union. “We're

Tobin brought that up,” says the Brewery Workers

Union in a front page editorial in*¥

the June 18th issue of their week-
ly paper. .

If those familiar with historica
facts were to speak, “Thev would
come right out and say that it is
organized labor which stands in
need of protection — PROTEC-
TION AGAINST THE RAIDS OF
THE TEAMSTERS UNION —
AND THEY WOULD ADD THAT
DEMOCRACY IN THE LABOR
MOVEMENT HAS DIMINISHED
IN DIRECT PROPORTION TO
THE GROWTH OF THE TEAM-
STERS UNION,” the Brewery
Workers Union states.

Victims Are Many

“There are some national and
international unions in the Ameri-
ean Federation of Labor whose
membership, or portions thereof,
have not been coveted by Presi-
dent Tobin and the Teamsters
Union. These unions, we believe,
could be counted on your fingers.
Every other union, with the ex-
ception of the powerful and domi-
nant craft unions, and with the
exception of some few others, has
been made the object of a Team-
sters Union raid at oné time or

another,” continues the editorial.
S o -

“Look back through the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor records,
turn to the Executive Council’s re-
ports and to the reports of the
Adjustment and Grievance Com-
mittees at the various AFL con-
ventions and they show that the
Bakery Workers, the Railway
Clerks, the Laundry Workers, the
Engineers, the Meat Cutters and
Butcher Workmen, to name but a
very few, have all been the victims
of piracy at the hands of the
Teamsters Union. All have lost
members organized after many
months and years of struggle and
at no small expense, because when
they had finally organized these
workers, the Teamsters Union—
which proclaimed its sovereignty
over ‘everything on wheels’ but
could not be bothered with such
a petty detail as organizing the
unorganized workers — promptly
stepped in and asserted its ‘rights.’

- * *

“FOR YEARS THE GROWTH
OF THE TEAMSTERS UNION
COULD BE MEASURED SOLE-
LY BY THE SUCCESS OF OTH-
ER UNIONS IN ORGANIZING
WORKERS IN THEIR INDUS-
TRIES, AND BY THE SUCCESS
OF THE TEAMSTERS UNION
IN TAKING THESE ORGAN-
1ZED WORKERS AWAY FROM
THEM. IT WAS, IN TRUTH,
*RAIDING FOR THE PURPOSE
OF GETTING MEMBERSHIP.’

© . kel

40 Years as Raider

“The records of the AFL will
skow,” continues the editorial,
that the Teamsters Union first
started its craft-union raids on the
Brewery Workers Industrial union
back at the start of the century.

“The Teamsters Union, led by
President Tobin, made repeated at-
tempts in the years that followed
to take over the beer drivers, but
met with no success, and finally in
1915, after three consecutive AFL
conventions had affirmed and re-
affirmed our jurisdiction, Presi-
dent Tobin himself signed an In-
ternational Working Agreement
with the Brewery Workers Union
in which our jurisdietion was rec-
ognized and acknowledged for all
time.” f

Tobin’s Word Worthless

“From 1915 to 1933 the Brew-
ery Workers Union enjoyed rare
and unusual peace with the Team-
sters Union, but in April, 1933 the
Teamster attacks, or raids, started
all over again and we have had neo
peace since. . . .

. Tobin, Hypocri‘e

“President Tobin based his ap-
peal for Government intervention
on behalf of his organization on
the faet, or so he was quoted in
the news, that ‘other organizations
were sending men out tc take local
unions away from the Teamsters
and issue charters to them.’

“WE'RE GLAD HE BROUGHT
THAT UP!

“A few years back, President
Tobin himself sent a man out to a
coertain lacge city to ‘take away'
one of our local unions and char-
ter it as a Teamsters Union loecal.
The attempt was a miserable fail-
ure, but it created quite a disturb-
ance at the time and is still re-
spLnsible for certain unsavory
t: vle union eonditions in that eity.

Tobin's Goons

“There was noé justification
whatseever for it, what is more,
for the rank and file of 6ur mem-
Pership were aguinst having anv
dealings with the Teamsters, but
were unable to watch and guard
against the underhanded maneu-
verings of one or twd renegade
local union officials who sought to

544 Fought
Tobin’s Raids
Against Union

One of the many fundamen-
tal trade wunion issues wupon
which Local 544 always dis-
puted with Tobin was his atti-
tude towards the AFL Interna-
tional Brewery Workers Union.

This union, older than the
American Federation of Labor,
has been an industrial union
from the start, with all workers
in the industry coming under its
jurisdiction.

Tobin, with his narrow craft-
union greed, has always sought
to claim the brewery drivers
for his own. Local 544, with
its industrial union outlook, al-
ways rejected Tobin's orders
to raid the Brewery Workers
Union.

Philip Muray Ill,
CIO Meeting
Postponed

The meeting of the national
CIO executive council, scheduled
to start in Washington July 16th,
has been indefinitely postponed due
to the sudden illness of President
Philip Murray. Murray collapsed
in Pittsburgh while on a family
outing, and was ordered by his
physician to a hospital for rest
and observation.

‘deliver’ our local to President To-
bin's organization, and to whom
the Teamsters issued a charter.
Armed with this charter, the rene-
gade officials of this phoney beer
drivers local then tried to brow-
beat the employers into repudia-
ting their signed union agreements
with the Brewery Workers Union,
and when this failed, resorted to
boycotts, goon-squads, threats of a
city-wide Teamsters strike and
general insurrection against law
and order.

“Unable to make any progress
toward taking over our member-
ship in that city by force and vio-
lence, the Teamsters Union then
applied to the central labor body
for intervention, requesting arbi-
tration. An official of the central
body was agreed upon by the
Teamsters Union as impartial ar-
bitrator, and it was also agreed
beforehand, that both sides would
abide by his ‘decision. The arbi-
trator, after extensive hearings
and after having thoroughly stu-
died all the facts in the case, de-
cided against the Teamsters
Union.

“WHAT HAPPENED THEN?

“President Tobin promptly re-
pudiated the arbitrator’s decision,
sacrificing all trade union honer
and integrity — the Executive
Council of the AFL going along
with him in the repudiation—and
has since continually urged the
phoney local on in its attempts to
wreck our local union. And yet he
has the presumption to complain
that ‘other organizations are send-
ing men out to take local unions
away from the Teamsters and
issue charters to them.’

Scoffs at Tobin Poge

Doubting that Tobin is sincere
in his appeal against ‘‘raids,” the
Brewery Workers state that “To-
bin has played at the game too
long. To expect him to change at
this late date, and after his ‘Might
is Right' tactics have raised him
to dizzy heights of authority and
influence in the circles in which he
moves, would be expecting too
much. . ..

“LET US DEVOUTLY HOPE
THAT HIS APPEAL TO THE
PRESIDENT FOR THE PROTEC-
TION OF HIS ORGANIZATION
AGAINST JURISDICTIONAL
RAIDS WILL DEVELOP INTO A
BOOMERANG WHICH WILL
FOREVER SAFEGUARD LABOR
AGAINST ITS MOST RUTHLESS
RAIDER!

We Made Minneapolis a Union
Town—Let's KEEP It That Way.

544-C10 Grievance
Committee Meets
Tuesday, Friday

Attention of all motor trans.
port and allied workers s
called to the fact that the reg-
ular meetings of the Grievance
and Seniority Committees of
Local 544.C10 are being held
in the union hall at 1328 Sec-
ond Street North.

The union Seniority Commit-
tee meets each Tuesday at 7
p. m.

The union Grievance Com.
mittes meets sach Tuesday and
Friday at 7 p.

If you have grievances or
questions on seniority to take
up. the to discuse them is
before your union committees.

CIO Motor Transport Union
Gets Off to Flying Start
Through New Texas Charter

With the chartering by the CIO of the new Motor Trans-
port Workers Local Industrial Union in Houston, the industrial
union movement for motor transport drivers and allied workers
has gotten off to a flying start in Texas,

The new charter has been issued to ninety-three motor
transport workers of the Safety Convoy company, according
to information just received by Frank Barnhart from Maurice
J. Dineen, ClO regional director in Texas.

“Along with this, there is a possibility of getting 300 mem-
bers of the English Transfer Lines. This company transports
mixed freight, etc., and it is very likely that practically all
the motor transport workers in and around Dallas will soon
be lined up with the Cl1O,” Dineen writes.

The Real Conspiracy

(Continued from page 1)
cialist Workers Party which is accused of the alleged
revolutionary plot against the government makes it glar-
ingly opvious that the whole setup is a vicious plot against
the CIO.

Persecution of Skoglund

The willingness of the Department of Justice to serve
Tobin’s ends is shown even more clearly in the persecution
of Carl Skoglund, who came to America from Sweden in
1911. Carl is a former president and active organizer of
544. He is not only indicted on the charge of being a
member of the Socialist Workers Party, but he has been
arrested and held for deportation by the Department of
Immigration (a section of the Department of Justice), and
held at the exorbitant and unheard of bail of $25,000.
Like thousands of other Scandinavians, Skoglund never
took time out to become a citizen. Several years ago hp
married an American citizen and last year filed his peti-
tion for naturalization. For months his petiton has been

held in abeyance.

Austin CIO Defends Itself
Against Tobin’s Hoodlums

The CIO union movement in Austin, Minnesota, last
week gave a telling illustration of the defensive weapons
available to the CIO if Tobin continues his reactionary
policy of trying to boycott trucks driven by CIO members,

The following story is re-printed from the Austin

Unionist of July 18th:
“A squad of Tobin thugs visitedd

Austin with threats against union

drivers who recently voted to
switch to the CIO. On Tuesday,
July 15th, Jack Bray, formerly
president of the Au..in Drivers
Local, with two tin-eared huskies
arrived in Austin, making the
rounds of firms employing drivers.
Koughs Transfer, coal and lumber
yards and the Gamble Robinson
firm were also visited. Also the
general drivers headquarters was
visited and a lot of time was spent
shaking fists under the nose of lo-
cal officials and making threats
with every shake.

“From reliable sources came the
report that on Tuesday night,
fourteen of these ‘gentlemen’ were
making the rounds of all public
placed looking for local leaders!
Monday morning AFL men
stopped an Austin truck at Man-
kato, put an AFL driver on the
truck and drove the truck back to

Austin, forcing the employer to
pay the driver’s wages. That was
the second time for such an occa-
sion involving a local driver.

Tobin Stymied

“In retaliation the local CIO
drivers, recently affiliated with
the CIO, tied up freight pulled into
Austin by AFL drivers. The result
has been a flood of strong-arm
men of Daniel Tobin’s kind into
Austin,

“Austin drivers feel they are
still in America and have the right
to belong to the union of their
own choosing and insist they will
not be intimidated by gangsters or
strongarm men of any type.

“All indications are that CIO
will carry on its drive to get truck
drivers and that CIO workers are
all going out to support that drive
and add another 500,000 workers
to the CIO movement.”

Tom Girdler Signs Contract,
CIO Again Proves Its Power

Then, in the midst of the fight between Tobin and
the CIO, a warrant to show cause why he should be de-
ported to Sweden was dropped in Skoglund’s lap, and he
was imprisoned. The warrant had been issued in Wash-
ington on July 9th. It was not served until nine days later,
two days after the federal indictments against the 29.
Local immigration authorities acknowledge that the size
of the huge $25,000 bond was fixed, not locally, but in
Washington.

These actions by the Department of Justice are
enough to convince any unprejudiced person that the
Roosevelt administration is acting in a shameless manner
to use its powers for its own partisan ends. It is appar-
ently willing to go te any lengths to defeat the democratic
rights of the Minneapolis workers and force them back
in Dan Tobin’s antiquated craft-union set-up.

Tobin Uses Boss Weapons .

While the Roosevelt administration works one side
of the street against Local 544-CIO, Dan Tobin has been
busy working the other side.

NEVER IN THE HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZED
LABOR MOVEMENT HAS A MAN PURPORTING TO
BE A LEADER OF UNION MEN DESCENDED TO SUCH
FOUL DEPTHS AND THE USE OF SUCH BOSS WEAP-
ONS AGAINST WORKERS AS HAS DANIEL J. TOBIN
IN HIS DESPERATE FIGHT AGAINST 544,

Immediately after the union membership voted June
9th to join the CIO, Tobin sent a battery of lawyers to
Minneapolis. On June 17th they induced a district court
judge to issue a sweeping order to Local 544 to surrender
its union headquarters, its books and its property, to .the
receiver designated by Dan Tobin. Without a hearing,
Local 544 was ousted by the court from the union head-
quarters which it had established and later invited the
Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council to share.

Tobin has launched a suit in the boss courts, a fink
suit, to deprive the 544 membership of its property.

Tobin has moved through the Hennepin county grand
jury to secure indictments for “embezzlement’” against the
leaders of 544. Embezzlement indeed! From whom!
From Tobin? HE HAS NOT THE SLIGHTEST LEGAL
OR MORAL RIGHT TO THE PROPERTY OF 544-CIO.
The very funds which Kelly Postal and Miles Dunne are
charged with “embezzling” are the subject of the fink
suit brought by Tobin’s dictator-receiver, Raw Deal Neal.
Tobin has dispatched to Minneapolis the muck of the

The Steel Workers Organizing Committee added an-
other brilliant victory to its long list last week when Re-
public Steel knuckled under and signed a contract with
the union. Tom Girdler signed the new contract himself,
stating to the press that he was signing in order to “avoid

any let down in national defense.”

that he would go back to the farm
to dig potatoes -before he would
ever sign a contract with any
union. It appears that Mr. Girdler
has changed his mind.

Under the terms of the contract
2,300 men will be reinstated to
their jobs with back pay—most of
these men have been out of Repub-
lic’s plants since 1937 when they
were fired for their participation in
the “Little Steel” strike.

Company Union Out

In addition, the company union
is doomed to death, the company
must stop all interference with the
SWOC, and that body will be sole
bargaining agent in all plants
where it can prove membership of
a majority of the workers. Elec-
tions by show of membership cards
will be supervised by the company
and the union.

Some 41,630 workers are cov-
ered in the agreement.

In Monroe, Mich., where Repub-
lic Steel has, discontinued the use
of its mills, workers will be placed
on the preferential hiring lists for
employment in other cities. More
than $15,000 will be turned over
to the union for distribution among
the workers for back pay.

In Ohio where the U. S. Su-
preme Court recently upheld an
NLRB order requiring the com-
pany to discontinue its support to
the company union and to end in-
terference with the SWOC, all
workers who have filed for rein-
statement through the union will
be reinstated with back pay, minus
amounts earned elsewhere. In ad-
dition, some 1,200 plant workers in
that state who were locked out be-
for the 1937 strike will receive
$40,000 in back pay, and an addi-
tional sum will go to workers dis-
charged before the strike.

Was 4-Year Fight
Republic Steel has spent the last
| four years bitterly fighting both
|the union and the Wagner Labor
| Aet.

f

Some time ago Girdlre statedds

CIO Charges
Oil Shortage
Is Artificial

All this hysterical talk of a gas-
oline shortage is being artificially
stimulated by Rockefeller’s Stand-
ard Oil interests to strengthen
their already powerful monopoly
position, it was charged this week
by O. A. Knight, president of the
CIO International OQil Workers
Union.

Under cover of an alleged short-
age of tankers available for trans-
porting crude oil from Texas ports
on the Gulf of Mexico to the huge
Jersey refineries, Knight charged
that the Standard Oil company has
these purposes in mind:

Construction of two pipe lines
to transport refined gasoline from
Texas to New York and to inter-
mediate points in Tennessee, West
Virginia, Alabama and Georgia,
where Standard Oil hopes to build
up its market, and the piping of
refined gasoline, rather than crude
oil, through the new lines, thus
putting the organized, high-wage
refineries in New Jersey out of
business and transferring the work
to the low-wage districts of Texas.

Knight pointed out that the Jer-
sey refineries soon will need ex-
tensive modernization and the com-
pany would prefer to invest the
required money in new plants in
Texas where the wage scale is
seven cents per hour less.

The tanker shortage can be
traced directly to the transfer of
American ships to British registry,
Knight said, and added that these
former American ships, now being
operated by Standard and Royal
Dutch Shell, are hauling large
amounts of petroleum from the
East Indies oil fields to Japan.

Considerable amounts of petrole-
fum are being shipped to Japan

AFL Teamsters International, and ordered them to use
fist and club and gun to beat down the motor transport
drivers and warehousemen of Minneapolis, and deprive
them of their democratic rights. )
Tobin has moved through the boss courts to deprive
Local 544 of the weekly newspaper it founded seven
vears ago and has published and edited since then.
Tobin has moved through the FBI to secure yet
another indictment, in Iowa, against Kelly Postal, the
nature of which is not yet clear.

Tobin has brought the pressure of the American Fed-
eration of Labor to bear in Minneapolis, to clean out
those militant workers who fight for the right of 544’s

ers and the police and Tobin fought this union. 7
the time the employers told you that our union ’s 4
for 421%45c an hour was the same as “C i
Just as labor’s enemies used red-baiting ¢
ceal their hatred for unionism and union cond:
today Tobin and his political allies are using red,
to conceal their hatred for progressive industria) gy
Back in 1934 they said our union wasn’t j
making gains for the membership, that it was
ested in revolution. Every year since t_heu, at »9
cal period, labor’s enemies have red-baited this yp
its leadership. Red-baiting is a weapon of the }
used against our union, against every effective and
union, against every effort of the workers to
for themselves and do oomet!ung for them..'
the Farmer-Labor Party, against any person or
tion that appears to threaten the power and
of the employing class.
Don’t permit yourselves to be fooled or
by the hypocritical lies of those \.vho Oppose thiy
Don’t be entrapped by the conspiracy manufacy,
Dan Tobin and the boss politicians against this yn:
Realize, as you did in 1934, that no power
earth can defeat an honest band of wol:kmgma
as one for unionism, for the right to life and a i
the toilers and their families. "
All the efforts of our enemies will fail in this
as they failed in 1934 and the succeeding years
day that passes, every election hearing, very
meeting, is used by the motor transport drivers
city to show their unshakable faith in this union
leadership and its just cause. Every day brings
of added support from incorruptible unions and
thoughout the nation, from the American Civil
Union, from those who take seriously the Bill of
in the Constitution, and the way they are being v
in the persecution of 544-ClO by the federal g¢
The fight of Local 544-CIO for democratic i
unionism can and will be won. The vast gains of un;
in Minneapolis can be retained and expanded. The
can labor movement can preserve its independ
can defeat the machinations of the government
the CIO and all those who stand up for the rights

2 Billions in Arms Contra
Go to Firms of $1-Year Meng

The dollar-a-year men planted by America’s
corporations in Washington are sure earning their
The People’s Lobby, liberal organization, has just
pleted a survey showing that over TWO BILLION I
LARS IN WAR CONTRACTS have gone to con
which have controlling officers ind
the government making the con-
tracts.

The firms which got the gravy
comprise the largest in the na-
tion; officers of these firms are
now in Washington, occupying
high and controlling places in the
arms set-up. Their agents within
the governmernt, and their war
contracts, include the following:

International! Harvest
ard E. Evans, $9,368,738,

Proctor and Gamb
Deupree, OPM, $24,720,0
United Aircraft —
Mead, OPM, $184,439,4

U. S. Steel Corporatic
Stettinus, OPM, $5,548,1

Western Electric—J. F,
mann, OPM, $22,017,520.
. Westinghouse Electric —
Brandt, OFPM, $37,747,430.

The economic royalists
Roosevelt criticized duri
early years of his admini
are now firmly in the
Washington as the notorid
lar-a-year men of the

World War.

American Brass Corporation—
James Madden and James Kemp,
both in OPM—$6,857,101.
Bethlehem Steel—George Hock-
er, OPM—$71,449,442.

Chrysler Corporation—Edmund
S. Chapman, head of Light Ord-
nance Unit of OPM—$34,179,529.
Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp.—
George M. Kirk, OPM, $4,587,200.
Crucible Steel—Frank E. Spen-
cer, OPM, $14,184,446.

General Electric—F. B. Cliffe,
Carl M. Lynge, John L. Prati,
OPM, $106,754,743,

General Motors Corporation—

membership to determine their choice of unions in demo-
cratic fashion. )
Tobin has ordered his agents and his lawyers here

board election in the industry to determine the union
bargaining agent.

The daily newspapers have given us but glimpses of
the conferences held between Tobin and the Minneapolis
employers, of the conferences held between Tobin and
Governor Stassen, of the favors performed by Mayor
Kline and the Minneapolis police force for Tobin and his
local agents.

Fellow workers of Minneapolis—

Put on your thinking caps. Think back over the
years, of the record of Local 544 and its leadership. Weigh
the achievements of this union, of the higher wages and
shorter hours and better working conditions and job se-
curity it has been able to win for the workers of Minne-
apolis from the employers.

Think back to 1934, and of how bitterly the employ-

There are thousands of unor-

to fight tooth and nail the demand of 544-C10 for a labor

William Knudsen, OPM, and many
others, $324,403,069.
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| This econtract represents four|from California, Knight charged.
'vquall_v long and bitter years of| Reassignment of these ships,
work for the SWOC. Thousands| and the release of some 10,000
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|idea of wunionism

| fact that to be a' union man in a|
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| #6p “the Toyal steé! workers hoW-|have a union and they have won
They determined to their fight!

for

Town—Let’s KEEP It That Way.

| ever. were

A, T . S —— — -

fight | and other railroad centers, would | §¥
| against this company, despite the|®nd the “crisis,” Knight asserted. |
| The companies claim that the |

We M.doxMinrn;lg—ml.h » Unhﬁ'

CHERRY 1500
FREE PARKING LOT IN REAR

ST T

Henry W. Anderson
Mortuary - Funeral [
Personal Attention to Every

CEDAR at LAKE
DUpont 2831 Res. DUpont

lce Cobas  les  Coolarstors ||

Cedar Lake Ice |
& FuelCo. |

HENNEPIN AT HARMON ||
MAIN 8200 |

Fuoel Ol Coal Waod Stokers i
O LI 0 S AR R

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVIGSE
Cypress Hall Coueh sim L
Cadillac Limousine f-.




o>

ursday, July 24, 1941

e

.

THE INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER

- RN T P

Fage 8

P,
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3ond of $25,000
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eit’s Hand Seen in Arrest of
Outrageous Bail—Deportation ) Cert
Death at Hand of Nazis—Scandinavian Organizations
Concerned a: Persecution

Skoglund, Setting of
Would Mean Certain

In whar is plainly an
dministracion -coming to th
his struggle against the
d allied workers, federal
ted Carl Skoglund, orga

Local 544. The arrest was made on a w

other case of the Rocsevelt

e aid of Dictator Dan Tobin
Minneapolis ‘motor transport
authorities last Friday ar-
nizer and former president
arrant ‘‘to

»d.” He is being held in
epin County jail on the out-
sously high bail of $25,000.
[Skogie came to America from
den early in this century. He
ne to Minneapolis, where friends
reMtives resided, and his life
been that of hundreds of thou-
ds of Scandinavian immigrants.
has worked as lumberjack,
ser, railroader and truck driver,
was one of the founders of the
avenated General Drivers Union
574 back in 1933, and has
n a loyal officer and member
the union ever since, known and
pected by thousands of workers
d friends. ’

ttorneys for Local 544-CIO
e taken steps to gain Brother
Boglund’s release. Gilbert Carl-
B and William K. Thomas, 544-
) attorneys, have written the
partment of Immigration, urg-
it to release Skoglund upon his
recognizance or in the alter-
tive to set his bond in the sum
$1,500. The attorneys point out
at “In view of his long residence
this country and his unblem-
d record, we believe that the

£

by Ameriea
: eamning theiy

w cause why he should not bed

January 1, 1815, he is no longer
considered a Swedish subject and
cannot be deported. Skoglund is
married to an American citizen.
All are indignant at the enor-
mous bond asked, a price they say
is unheard of in cases of this sort.

The Department of Immigration
and Naturalization, which is .pros-
ecuting Skoglund, has but recently
been moved from the Department
of Labor to the Department of Jus-
tice, It is the Department of Jus-
tice which has also initiated the
action against sixteen members of
Local 544-CI10, including Brother
Skoglund, for alleged “subversive
activities.”

Should Tobin and the Depart-
ment of Justice actually be able
to carry out their threat to de-
port Carl Skoglund to Sweden,
they would be sending this union-
ist to certain death. Sweden is to-
day d¢cminated by Hitler Germany.
The fascist Gestapo would make

unionist and anii-fascist :as Skog-
lund.

ation, hag
© gone tp

N d as now fixed by your depart-
nt is wholly unreasonable and
tly excessive. . . . To require
phibitive bail on this charge ac-

E ; lly amounts to a guilty finding
“" $8.368,7 hout affording him a hearing.”
or

Union attorneys advised the im-
» OPM, $24, gration authorities that efforts
i Aireraft — | be made to reduce the size of
PM, $184439088¢ bond before the local district
Stee] ,

urt.
» OPM, The local Swedish counsel, Mr.
m Electrie—J, I,

oson, and various Swedish or-
PM, $22,017,520 @nizations have interested them-
ghouse Electric -@lves in Brother Skoglund’s case.
DPM, $37,7. #veral Swedish-American citizens
conomic rg miliar with immigration proceed-
- criticized ;s say that inasmuch as Mr.
re of his oglund came to America before
firmly in the
m as the net = -
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‘Subversive
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Elements

Out on Bail

All of the 29 persons indicted by
the federal grand jury for mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers
Party and participation in an al-
leged “conspiracy to overthrow the
government by force” are free,
with the ‘exception of Carl Skog-
lund, who is being held by the De-
partment of Immigration at bond
of $25,000 and threatened with
deportation. Union attorneys are
seeking a writ of habeas corpus to
free Brother Skoglund.

Kelly Postal, secretary-treasurer
of Local 544-ClO, reported to the
federal building Saturday and was
immediately freed on bond pro-
vided by the national CIO. Kelly
was asked to report because feder-
al authorities learned another in-
dictment, contents unknown, had
been returned against him in Iowa.
Monday the remaining indicted
members and officers of 544-CIO
proceeded to the federal building
with union attorneys and were
freed on bond put up by the CIO.
Bond for members of 544-CIO had
been reduced from $5,000 to
$3,500,

Others indicted for membership
in the Socialist Workers Party, in-
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short shrift of such a well-known

Majority of Gr
Support

(Continued from page 1)
his collective bargaining agent, the
will of Daniel J. Tobin and his
hoodlums is more important than
the law.

Little Fat Boy Testifies

An amusing interlude in the

hearing was the appearance of
harold seavey on the stand for the
AFL. The person under discus-
sion told his name and address and
started expounding the glories of
Mr. Tobin’s organization when he
was cut short by Mr. Sjoselius on
the grounds that his testimony ap-
peared to have no bearing on the
matter under discussion.

At the conclusion of the hearing
Mr. Blair announced he would im-
mediately consider the testimony
and the petition of Local 544-CIO
for an election.

Blair announced that next Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday
hearings will continue in an effort
to wind up the more important
industries, including the Wheeler
Barnes case, cement block and the
Pittsburgh Plate Glass situation.

Grocerymen Meet Friday

A full report on the wh?lesale
grocery hearing will be given at a
special meeting of the 544-CIO
wholesale Grocery Section to be
held this Friday, July 25th, 8 p. m.,
at the union headquartres, 1328
Second Street North.

544-ClO Proves Case
In all the hearings to date, Local

CIO, +VVant Election

ocery Workers

| 544-C1O has been able to back up
|its demand for secret industry-
| wide elections under government
!supervision. The union has brought
lin CIO-544 pledge cards signed
| by the workers involved. It has
presented petitions for elections
signed by the men. It has estab-
'lished clearly that Tobin'’s hood-
[lums have used force and intimi-
| dation against the drivers in an
|effort to sign them up in Tobin’s
union, Workers have come forward
voluntarily from every industry to
testify to the truth of 544-CIO’s
assertions.

Local 544-CIO has shown its
confidence in the men by staking
all its claims and its existence on
a democratic election. What could
be a more simple, more honest,
solution? Tobin and his agents
have eclaimed that THEY have
the majority of men in the indus-
try. IF they have the slightest
faith in their claim, why do they
squirm around so and seek to
dodge the election? Their action is
the very best proof that their
claims are empty, that they them-
selves know they haven’t the sup- |
port of the union membership.

Let’s have the elections! The
workers involved, the employers
and the public, all are entitled to
know for sure which union really
represents the workers involved.
Only :hrough elections can the rep-
resentation question be settled.

R. R. Unions

Negotiations Next Week

Open Lengthy

Beginning next week negotiations will start in Chi-
cago on the demands of the nation’s railroad unions for

an estimated wage increase

Two demands will be considered. The five train ser-
vice unions, with a membership of 350,000 men, demand
a 30 per cent increase in basic rates of pay, or sufficient

of $600,000,000 annually.

to provide a minimum increase of#¥

$1.80 daily for switch tenders and
locomotive hostlers.

The fourteen ‘non-operating”
unions, whose members number
800,000, demand increases of 30
to 34 cents hourly, with a mini-
mum hourly wage of 70 cents. A
two weeks’ vacation with pay is
also being asked.

George B. Harrison, president
of the Brotherhood of Railway
Clerks, heads the Railway Labor
Executives association, through
which the unions will press their
demands.

Handicapped by Labor Law

Nothing is expected to come out
of the negotiations
months. Negotiations will be car-
ried on under the involved Railway
Labor Law, which permits the em-
ployers to drag out negotiations in-
terminably. The Chicago negotia-
tions only represent the first step.
From there, it will presumably go
to the National Mediation Board.
When mediation fails, the case
might go to arbitration. At this
point, if the union threatened a
strike, the President of the U. S.
appoints a committee to investigate

cluding national leaders of the
party, had their bail reduced from
$5,000 to $2,500, and are now out
on bond or on their personal rec-
ognizance,

Arraignment was set for August
11th, but defense attorneys have
asked for a delay in order to pre-
pare motions to quash the proceed-
ings. Trial is tentatively set for
sometime next fall.
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and report on the merits of the
case. There then transpires a truce
of thirty days until the committee
reports its findings, followed by
another thirty-day truce. At this
point, unless all the railway work-
ers are too demoralized by the
runaround, they may call a strike
or the railways may lock them out.
If the railroad workers did call
a strike, they would fight divided
up into twenty-one separate
armies, and if the strike followed
the pattern of former railroad
strikes, some of the unions would
strike and others would remain on
the job to scab.

Industrial Unionism the Answer

Progressive railroad workers,
fed up with their unwieldy union
structure, seek to change it through
amalgamation and merger of the
railroad unions into an industrial
union structure. Such a wunion
would give the nation’s railway
workers the same cohesiveness and
centralization achieved by the rail-
road operators, and would greatly
improve the bargaining power of
the workers.

Canadian

Strikers
Are Fined

Fourteen union workers of the
Canadian General Electric com-
pany at Toronto comprise the first
victims of the Canadian Industrial
Disputes Investigation Act which
outlaws strikes in this section of
the British Empire.

The fourteen strikers were con-
victed last week of illegally strik-
ing and fined $20 (or ten days in
jail) for EACH of the seven days
they were on strike.

Nearly 600 workers struck June
4th when the company refused to
negotiate with the union. The men
convicted comprise the union nego-
tiating committee.

The Canadian government
carrying on the war against Hitler
in the name of democracy.
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Up to $300 loans are made
to wage earners and salaried
people to meet financial emer-
gencies or to take advantage
of business opportunities.
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UCWOC
Goes Ahead

In Nation

|

The CIQ’s United Construclion1

Workers Organizing

Thoughts While Reading
The Minnesota Teamster

Holy Joe Casey is really remiss

Committee | in his journalistic duties to his | Walk slow, seavey.
continues to forge ahead through-| readers. Each issue he simply over- of water.

out the nation with its campaign’)OOkS reporting on a matter of
to organize building construction| some importance to Tobin’s inter-
workers, motor transport and al-|ests, namely, the hearings before

lied workers, building

workers, ete.

service  the state labor conciliator on 544-
News of UCWOC|CIO’s petition for a free and dem- |
progress is carried in the July 15th | ocratic election throughout the in- |

issue of the United Construction|dustry.

Workers News.

Building service employees at
Yale university in New Haven,
Conn., have formed the first for-
mal union organization at Yale,
under the UCWOC banner. Some
2,100 university employees are eli-
gible to join.

About $18,000 in wage in-
creases have been won for build-
ing service employees in the Bronx
by the UCWOC.

The UCWOC has swamped the
AFL in a labor board election held
at the Fairmont Box company
plant in Fairmont, West Virginia,
the vote being 88 against 1.

A wage agreement covering one
hundred employees of the Dicolite
company in Los Angeles has been
signed by UCWOC Local 69.

Employees of the Kane Manu-
facturing company in Kane, Pa.,
are now covered by a UCWOC
agreement.

Government
Terror Cited
By Union

“U. S. Government employees
are being confronted with a virtual
reign of terror in which Gestapo
methods are being used by high
government officials,” the CIO
United Federal Workers charged
Sunday in a letter sent to affiliated
unions, signed by secretary-treas-
urer Eleanor Nelson.

Miss Nelson cited as a typical
case that of Mrs. Helen Miller,
leader of a United Federai Work-
ers local in Washington, who was
notified last Friday by Secretary
Perkins that she was suspended
pending a hearing on charges she
is a “communist”.

“Prominent trade-union ofTicials
and members of various oganiza-
tions are being given extensive
grillings behind locked doors and
with no witnesses present, by de-
partment officials and by the Civil
Service Commission. FBI agents
are questioning landladies, maids,
personal friends of Federal work-
ers,” Miss Nelson wrote.

“Government workers, on the
basis of the work of these civil
service investigators, department
officials and the FBI, are being
dismissed with no charges placed
against them other than vague al-
legations that they are inimical to
national defense, are subversive or
are undesirable employes of the
Federal Government.

“In the War and Navy Depart-
ments, mass suspensions and dis-
missals are taking place in Gestapo
fashion, with armed guards or ma-
rines with fixed bayonets going
through the yards and arsenals,
tapping employes on the shoulder,
marching them out through the
most public passageways, so that
all employes may see, stripping
them of their badges and dismis-
sing them with no reason being
given for their discharge.”

Union Leaders Fired

Twenty-three workers, ircluding
ten active unionists, were conduct-
ed out of a Philadelphia naval yard
by marines with fixed bayonets; in
Bremerton, Wash., the president
of the local union in the navy yard
was similarly suspended after nine-
teen years of government service,
and in the navy yard at Mare
Island, Calif., a large number of
active union members were round-
ed up while on their jobs by armed
guards and  discharged,” the
United Federal Workers relate,
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Maybe Casey just can’t find
room in his rag to describe the
hearings—or maybe he just doesn’t
know how to explain to his readers
that 544-CIO shows it has the men
and that the men want elections.

Holy Joe and Tobin are so in-
tensely democratic that they ‘won't
democratic elections—

nowhere, at no time.

* * *

Another juicy item that
Holy Joe’s oversight forces us
to report Neal’s General
Drivers Union had a fine gen-
eral membership meeting July
14th. All of 29 members at-
tended, not counting Tobin’s
imports. Local 544-CIO had
many times that number at its

meeting, Holy Joe.
* *

The big story in the last Minne-
sota Teamster was the gloat over
the fact Holy Joe had run to the
courts to steal the Northwest Or-
ganizer from the union that found-
ed it. But by that time 544-CIO
was already publishing its new pa-
per, the INDUSTRIAL ORGAN-
1ZER.

*

*

By the way, that's an im-
aginative account by seavey of
the negotiations over the sale
of the Northwest Organizer to
its originators. But that ain’t

the way I heard it.
* * *

The little fat boy says, ‘It takes
me a long time to get mad but
after reading that paper and see-
ing just what they did to us, I
have been getting madder every
minute.”

Such mock anger is unbecoming

* *

| the plump in this warm weather.
and drink lots

* * L

The Teamsters Council
should be mighty, mighty
proud of the type of unionist
Raw Deal Neal picked to head

' his union—after the Hill City

| affair. Well, Neal can always
| hold another “election.” It
doesn’t cost anything and

| takes only a moment.
* » *

; Holy Joe comes from San Fran-
| cisco where the drivers only read
!about seniority but don’t enjoy it.
| And this flim-flam artist has the
gall to eriticize the contracts
signed by Local 544.

Here’s a riddle for you, Holy
Joe. How come that Local 544 has
ALWAYS published its contracts
proudly in the Northwest Organ-
izer, for all workers to read? How
come that unions throughout the
nation look to 544’s contracts as
model union documents? And how
come YOU don’t dare publish
YOUR contracts, even for the
workers affected to read.

* * A

For three issues now the
Minnesota Teamster has told
its readers that the Dunnes
are making “a last desperate
effort” to hang on. After a
few more months, Casey's
“public relation experts” will
have to think up a new phrase
—that is, if they are still so

far from home.
* * B

The story of “Old Mother”
Eberl going to the cupboard and
finding it bare is enough to wring
tears from a stone or a Democratic
| politician. “We will end up with a
| better union than we ever had be-
| fore,” Slim stoutly maintains. Of
course, Eberl has his own stand-

ards of unionism.
* * ®

Just for fun, we'd like Hap-
py Holstein to tell his idea of
what “subversive’” means.

Government Fails to Stem
Rising Cost of Living

During the past several

ers” have been crying buckets of crocodile tears over the
rising cost of living. Yet despite all these ‘“‘exposes’ noth-
ing concrete is being done by the federal government to
In fact, most of the graphs and

stop the rising trend.
charts published are false to

months many national “lead-

the core.

Housewives don’t need charts®

and graphs to tell that the cost of
feeding the family has risen dur-
ing the last two years, by leaps
and bounds. In fact, all a house-
wife has to do to prove to herself
that she hasn’t suddenly become
careless with the family pocket-
book is to compare prices she pays
today with those she paid a month
ago—or if she wants a real shock,
this year’s prices with last.
Prices Up 139

According to Price Control Ad-
ministrator, Leon  Henderson,
prices for wholesale goods have
risen 13% in the past 22 months.
He says that while this is bad it
isn’t as bad as it was during the
same period for 1916-17 when
prices rose 20%.

It is interesting to compare the
quotations from these different di-
visions of the governmen who are
now concerning themselves as to
where the American dollar is go-
ing.

Vice-President Wallace admit-
ted, on July 1 that:

“Prices of all kinds have gone
up faster in recent months than
ever before in history . . . if this
rise continues wages will not buy
what they would. Farmers will be
dissatisfied and everyone except
the speculators will be troubled. .”

Wallace suggests that instead
of buying commodity goods—of
which food is the largest single
item purchased by workers—the
peepul buy “defense bonds.”

Henderson admits in his story,
published in the United States
News for July 18, that prices have
risen drastically on such items as
farm products, textiles, furniture
and foods. He also states that there
has been a far smaller increase on
manufacturing raw materials such
as metals, leather, chemicals and
paper. In fact, it seems that the
prices on steel and iron have ac-
tually gone down during the past
22 months.

Price Charts Misleading

Even the New York Herald
Tribune, reactionary to the core,
admits that most publicity on

riging prices is misleading, some-

times downright false, Says the
Tribune:

“The commodity price indexes
do nrot tell a true storyv—they

never do in a rising trend. Ac-
cording to the most widely accep}-
ed of all price series—the whole-

| fault for the rising cost of living,

greater . . . such indexes do not
reflect the hundred and one little
factors which in the aggregate,
make considerable difference in
the effective cost to the consumer.”

The New York Times for July
6 says:

“A number of commodity groups
have actually risen more in the
current two years than in the
1914-16 period, notably farm prod-
ucts, foods, textiles, and house-
furnishings goods . . . the rise in
farm products amounts to 31.3 per
cent compared ot only 9.2 twenty-
five years ago, and in foods 22.6
per cent against 17.4 . .."”

Now that might sound like good
news for the farmers. But actually
the farmer has gotten little or no
increase in the prices paid him for
his products. Some critics say that
the increase in food prices has re-
sulted from the gocernment’s “par-
ity payments.” Let’s look into this
question to see who got those “par-
ity payments.”

The largest single check paid to
a “farmer” for parity was made
out to the Prudential Life Ins. Co.
It amounted to $133,191. The
second largest check, for $96,332
was paid to the Metropolitan Life
Ins. Co. The Federal Land Bank
of Omaha, Nebr., got $92,693 as
its swag. Eleven other insurance
companies took their cut in
amounts in excess of $35,000.

Officials explained that the huge
amounts paid to these ‘“farmers”
resulted from “investments and
foreclosuras” made by the large
corporations after the last World
War.

Farmers Don’t Gain

Small farmers, real honest to
goodness dirt farmers, who got
more than $200 were in a 10% mi-
nority. More than 2 million of the
5 million participating farmers got
£20 or less for their plowing under
program.

The bulk of the rise in food
cost can be laid squarely on the
shoulders of food speculators who
for several yvears have been laying

in stock for just such a time. At
the present moment, practically all
of the food canning industry in
California is under indictment by
the Federal government for price
fixing practices.

Not only is the farmer not at

'Even Boss Admits

“War Profits
Outrageous”

Even some of the manufacturers
engaged in “defense” work con-
cede that the profits garnered are
“outrageous.” James E, Barnes,
Washington representative of the
Todd Shipbuilding corporation, ad-
mitted this when questioned by a
senate committee last week about
reports that his corporation made
40 percent profit on its deals with
the government,

“We offered to give some of the
profits back,” declared Barnes,
“but our lawyers zdvised that we
couldn’t, because we would have
to pay income tax on it anyway.”

Bernes further testified that the
profits of this war compare very
“unfavorably” with those of
World War 1. “In the World War,”
he said, “if it hadn’t been for
taxes, we couldn't have handled
our profits with a steam shovel.”

But Barnes need not feel too
badly about the present lack of
profits compared to the first World
War. Already slated for defense
purposes are $59,5683,000,000, of
which $27,318,000,000 is now
under contract. This should make
pretty good pickings for our patri-
otic business leaders, since appro-
priations far exceed those by the
United States during the First
World War, and we're not even in
it yet—officially.

Not brought out at this hearing
was the story of how the ship-
building firms of the last war
rooked the government by selling
it wooden ships that sank as soon
as they got into the water.

»

The legal imposition of work
gives too much trouble, requires
too much violence, and makes too
much noise. Hunger, on the con-
trary, is not only a pressure that
is peaceful, silent and incessant,
but as it is the most natural motive
for work and industry, it also pro-
vokes the most powerful efforts.—
REV. TOWNSHEND,

DITTO FOR BOSSES
No doubt the last of the dino-
saurs thought that he was mud-
dling along quite nicely.—H. G.
WELLS.

We Made Minneapolis a Union
Town—Let's KEEP It That Way.

are new higher prices in eflect,
but the catalogue announces that,
without notice, even these prices
can be jumped, orders either re-
fused outright or held up for more
money.

Big Business, failing in its at-
tempt to put the blame for such
items as women's coats and dress,
on the backs of the farmers, places
it on the shoulders of the workers,
charging that “increased costs of
production, due to increased
wages,” are responsible.

Leon Henderson, Price Control
Administrator, was forced to ex-
plode that myth, however, when he
stated, “Most of the recent wage
increases in the basic industries
could be paid out of the savings
of industry due to lowered unmit
costs when operating at a sustained
high level of capacity.”

It becomes increasingly clear
that the federal government not
only can’t but doesn’t want to con-
trol prices. Commodity prices will
continue to go up and up, just as
they did in the last war, with the
workers’ dollars thus becoming
cheaper and cheaper, the while
big business gets richer and richer.

So long as there are profils in

war, there will be war.

ORGANIZER
WANT ADS

(If you are a smu vour
ad will be .Kubluhed' here of
charge. Mail or phone the North-
west Organizer, 1328 Second

street north.

WANTED TO RENT-5 or 6 room
house, $20 to $30 per month,
Northeast Minneapolis. GR.
4019.
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~ Raw Deal Neal, Labor Statesman

The boys were talking things over in the front room
at 257 Plymouth avenue. “. . . . Of course, the real
trouble with the Dunnes,” drawled Holy Joe, cocking his
expensive cigar towards the ceiling, “is that they aren’t
labor statesmen. They haven’t got the slightest instincts
for labor statesmanship.”

“Now take Dan,” continued Casey, “THERE’S a labor
statesman for you.”

His eyes turned misty, and for a long minute he be-
came lost in admiration of Mr. Tobin’s many virtues.

“Yes sir, old Dan knows labor statesmanship,’” Holy
Joe said. “Just look at what he’s been able to do for us
here in the past few weeks. He gets the President him-
self to issue a public statement against 544 and the CIO.
He gets Biddle to cook up this ‘subversive conspiracy’
indictment, He gets the immigration authorities to pick
up Skoglund and hold him for twenty-five thousand. Why
he's even got the Republican governor of Minnesota and
the county grand jury to work for him.”

All were silent for a moment. Holy Joe resumed
his monologue. :

“And why is the old man able to get these favors?
Because he knows how to go along,” said Casey emphati-
cally. “He supports the war. He speaks out against
strikes. He’s a member of the national committee of the
Democratic Party. He doesn’t stand for any of this non-
sense about labor parties and imperialism and the rising
cost of living and war profits. Yes sir, old Dan Tobin
knows how to get along all right. He's made HIS pile.
He’s got his connections.”

A gleam had come into the dull eyes of Raw Deal
Neal. He was no longer listening to Holy Joe. He was
thinking of how it was high time he was developing the
statesmanship side of the Neal personality. After all, HE
too was no small shakes at this game. Hadn’t he got.along
well with the Pendergast machine back in old Kansas
City? Hadn’t Tom Pendergast taken care of Neal and
the boys when they got in little scrapes? Wasn’t Neal a
good Democrat, just like Pendergast and Casey and Tobin
and Roosevelt? Why, it was just like Dan had told him,
there were no limits to where a smart fellow could get
if he just played along and used his head.

“I've only been here a few weeks,” thought Neal to
himself, “and I haven't done so bad for myself. I've
already made a few nice little connections, It’s time 1
publicly demonstrated my interest in the civie affairs
of the community."”

The bull session gradually broke up. In a little while
Raw Deal Neal, budding labor statesman, was alone with
his ambitious thoughts. ’

The next day he took the first opportunity to hie
himself down to the city hall to advise Mayor Kline on
the choice of a new police chief to take the place left
vacant by Mr. J. Edgar Hoover’'s friend who had come
down with a convenient case of sleeping sickness.

And what's wrong with that? After all, Raw Deal
has been in Minneapolis for thirty days. A smart man
like Raw Deal can quickly size up a situation, estimate
the qualifications of the various candidates for the head
of the police department, and reach a decision.

What's that? You say that a union leader has no
business advising an anti-labor mayor? Ah, my friend,
you see—you have no instincts for labor statesmanship.

Why Union Defense Guards?

Today as in 1937 there appears to be a new wave
of employer-inspired anti-union violence sweeping the
country. Scores of labor papers have recently recorded
incidents where violence and terrorism have been used
with impunity against union men.

The current issue of Labor, weekly organ of the
standard railroad labor organizations, prominently re-

rts several outbreaks of illegal violence against union-

“In Macon, Georgia, sheriff’'s deputies and police
staged a series of raids on headquarters of local AFL
unions in an attempt to smash an organizing drive. Dis-
regarding laws that guarantee workers the right to or-
ganize, the ‘bluecoats’ and deputies arrested nealy 30
unionists, threw them into jail and released them only
after they had posted heavy bonds of $1,000 to $15,000.
Most of the men were hauled off on fake charges of ‘va-
grancy and loitering.” Among these was J. T. Price, vice
president of the Georgia State Federation of Labor. . . .
Another official seized was S. J. Pleasant, business agent
of the Hod Carriers and Building Laborers Union. Because
his union found jobs for members, he was accused of
“operating an employment agency without a license” and
held on $15,000 bail. However, soon after his arrest,
the police department to its dismay discovered the law
under which Pleasant was ‘nabbed’ had been repealed
by the legisiature in 1937, Prosecuting officers met that
embarrassment by announcing they would manufacture
another charge against the union agent.”

The same new‘:g,aper records that “Another scene
of brutality was Washington, Mo. There an army of vigil-
antes, made up of local business men and other townsmen,
broke into the headquarters of the United Shoe Workers,
smashed furniture, seized union records, beat up union
organizers and then rode them out of town.”

Turning to the current issue of the CIO News, we
learn that “Charges of terror through employment of
thugs against union organizers were made this week

the Phillips Packing Co., by an organizer for the
O United Cannery Workers. Bob Himmaugh, the or-
ganizer, said that he and his wife were told to leave the
¢ity under threats of physical violence on June 21. Two
days later, when he ecame back to town alone, a company
thug, whom Himmaugh identifed as Curtis Thomas,
'":b.d him ,ﬁilt he ‘had better leave the Eastern Shore,
" - =

- s v

“Himma

ugh was again threatened several days later

when he was ordered to stop his car by two armed com-
."mm and the business sg:gte of the Dorchester
ers , 4 company union. T cursing him and
threatening to beat him up, Himmaugh was permitted to
o on his way. When the union organizer parked his car

Etorm

“All-Out Aid to Tobin!”

544
cC.1.0

last week, three company thugs ran into it with a truck
and informed him that ‘this is 2 warning.’

“APPEALS FOR PROTECTION TO THE CHIEF OF
POLICE AND THE COUNTY SHERIFF HAVE FALLEN
ON DEAF EARS, HIMMAUGH SAID. Two other CIO
organizers were threatened with violence last year here.”
Here, within one week, are reported three cases of
illegal violence against unions and union officials. Public
authorities either look the other way while these acts are
performed, or actually join in the violent attacks upon
the union.

For the enlightened union movement, there can be
only one answer to such boss-inspired vigilantism—the
creation of union defense guards, organized by the union
to defend the legal rights of the union to maintain a
headquarters, to conduct a picket line, to send out organ-
izers and to carry on the legitimate business of the union.

It was the failure of the workers of Italy and Ger-
many to guard their unions against the illegal attacks
of the boss-financed fascist gangsters that permitted such
bloody-handed dictators as Mussolini and Hitler to come
to power in Europe. The defense of democracy begins
at home, against the American imitators of Hitlerism.

Helping the “Farmers”

Though the Roosevelt administration’s unemployed
and labor programs have faded away amidst a line of
army bayonets and a mass of starving ex-WPA workers,
it is interesting to observe that the federal farm program
is still doing great things for the farmers of this nation.

And when we say farmers, we mean corporations.

Just listen to the “farmers’” who received the largest
benefit payments last week from the Agriculture Depart-
ment for complying with the 1939 crop control programs.

At the head of the list is the old straw-sucking farm-
er, the Prudential Insurance company of America, who
nabbed $133,191. Second was the overalled Metropolitan
Life Insurance company of New York, with a mere $96,-
332. Others who benefited handsomely are the Union
Central Life Insurance company, $76,007; the Mutual
Benefit Insurance Company, $75,836; the John Hancock
Life Insurance company of Boston, $88,512; the Equitable
Life Assurance Society of New York, $65,784; the Aetna
Life Insurance company of Hartford, $59,367; the Trav-
elers Insurance company of Hartford, $65,511; the Bank-
ers Life company of Des Moines, $42,003, etc.

You have to go way down the list before you find
any honest-to-God farmers receivipg aid. At the bottom
of the list, 1,425,931 farmers received an average of $20
or less.

The Roosevelt farm program helped the “farmers”
listed above, plus 43,454 persons and corporations receiv-
ing $1,000 or more in payments authorized under the soil
conservation and price-adjustment programs for the 1939
crop year. PBut the rank-and-file farmer got what the
little boy shot at.

Don’ts and Does for Union Drivers

DON’'T pay dues to Tobin’s goons.

DON’T wear Tobin’s fink button.

DON’'T attend Tobin’s meetings.

DON’T sign Tobin’s application cards.

DON'T attend Raw Deal Neal's grievance board
meetings.

DON’T let the goon squads force you from the job.

DON’T let the boss tell you that you have to wear

Tobin’s button or join Tobin’s union.

Both the National Wagner Act and the State Labor Law
guarantee to you that “Empgloyees shall have the right to self-
organization, to form, join or assist labor organizations to bar-
gain collectively through representatives of their own choosing
and to engage in concerted activities for the purpose of collective
!)argmmng_ or other mutual aid or protection.” Both acts declare
it an unfair labor practice for employers or boss representatives

to intimidate, restrain or coerce employees in the exercise of
their rights,

SIGN Local 544-C10’s application cards for the
elections.

SUPPORT Local 544-C10’s demand for free and
democratic elections.

SUPPOR'{ the %n.nocraticnlly-elected leadership of

STAND BY the union and the union leadership that
. have stood by you for seven years.

WE MADE MINNEAPOLIS A UNION TOWN!
WE WILL KEEP IT THAT WAY!

Tobin Men
Held in

Shooting

{Continued from page 1)

| conferring regarding charges to
be brought against O’Brien, Soder-
berg and Bochniak. The charges
will depend on whether Doree sur-
vives the attack.

Tragedy No Surprise

For weeks Tobin’s agents have
been roving the streets of Minne-
apolis, heavily armed, threatening
and intimidating drivers and ware-
housemen to seek their member-
ship in the AFL outfit. Many
workers have testified to the guns,
| knives, baseball bats and other
%weapons carried by Tobin’s “or-
ganizers.” Far from receiving the
critical attention of ‘he police,
workers have said that often a
caravan of AFL squad cars would
roil up to plants escorted by po-
lice squad cars.

Having growing accustomed to
working their violent will on de-
fenseless workers in Minneapolis,
and no doubt visualizing them-
selves as similar to the herces of
the “thriller” movie serials, it is
hardly accidental that sooner or
later some group of Tobin organ-
izers would become involved in a
tragic affair.

Were Neal Appointees

The Brennans, O'Brien and So-
derberg were all appointed officers
and organizers of Tobin’s union
by T. T. (“Raw Deal”) Neal, To-
bin's receiver. Their appointments
were approved by the Minneapolis
Teamsters Joint Council, which,
together with Daniel Tobin, bears
responsibility for their actions.

The boss-minded Minneapolis
daily press, which has leaned over
backward to favor Tobin through-
out this dispute, again demon-
strated its bias in this incident by
carefully deleting all references in
its stories to the fact that officers
and organizers of Tobin’s union
were involved in the shooting af-
fray.

Had any member or officer of
Local 544-CIO been involved in a
shooting affray against a farmer,
the Minneapolis boss press would
have headlined that fact for many
' days and unloosed all its mud guns
against the union and its leader-
| ship.

CIO Auto Workers
5Convention Set

Three of the largest CIO affili-
{ates will hold conventions during
the next two weeks., The United
Automobile Workers will meet in
Buffalo, N. Y., starting August 4,
while the United Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers will meet in Jop-
lin, Mo., on the same date.

July 28, the West Virginia State
Industrial Union Counecil meets at
Bluefiled,

High on the agenda of each con-
vention will be congideration of
means to cope with the war plans
of the bosses, and the govern-

mental drive against militant
unions,
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On the
National

Picket Line

Marvel Scholl

OGnce again the blast of coal
dust has snuffed out the lives
At Acmar, Ala-
bama, the death toll in an ex-
plosion in one wing of the
Acmar Coal Company has
mounted to eleven. The dead
miners, nine of them Ne-
groes, two white, were trap-
ped more than a mile below
the surface of the earth, un-
der tons of debris, which res-
cue workers must tunnel
through to recover their bod-
ies. The mine belongs to the
Alabama Fuel and Iron Com-
pany, and is one of the larg-
est in -the vicinity, employing

400 workers-in two shifts.
% * *

For several years there has been
| lving in the Senate files, gathering
dust, a bill which would make
mandatory federal inspection of
mines, and the use of safety equip-
ment for keeping down the dust
which causes fatal explosions.
Since that bill was first introduced,
and then shuffled off to the files
to be forgotten by everyone ex-
cept its author, several hundred
men have met their death by dust
explosions.

of workers.

* * o

When dust is kept at a
minimum by proper equip-
ment, explosions cannot oc-
cur. . But that equipment
costs money—and the lives
of the coal miners are cheap.

* * *

I recently read a novel, written
as a novelized biography of one
of the leaders of the first miners’
|union ever organized in this coun-
Itry-—the forerunner of the United
Mine Workers. In this book the
author, who was himself a miner,
described a coal dust explosion in
which many of his friends were
[ killed. He was saved, only because
as a very young boy in England,
he had gone through a similar ex-
perience and had learned what not
to do. His description of the death
of these men was so graphic that
I felt myself choking, gasping,
dying with them.

« * *

This is a problem with
which the United Mine Work-
ers have been struggling for
many years. It is not a pure-
ly localized, nor industrialized
problem. It tock the wrath
and the ire of the entire or-
ganized labor movement to
clean up the packing house
industry, to force the installa-
tion of safety devices in fac-
tories, and to bring about
every other reform now en-
joyed by the American work-

ers as a whole.
* P *

Why then this apparent indif-
fererce about the terrific death toll
among the miners? Every time
there is an inconspicuous item in
the press about another disaster
in the mine fields must it be left up
to only the miners to mourn and
to fight? It seems to me that,
among other things, this could be
called a “national emergency” of
our own.

* * *

The Defense Mediation
Board recommended, on July
10, a four point program for
the.settlement of the dispute
between the CIO Farm Equip-
ment Workers Organizing
Committee and the Federal
Labor Union (AFL) at four
Harvester Company plants at
Chicago, Rock Falls and Rich-
mond, Ind. The proposed
program included—

1. That a run-off election
between the two unions be
held by the NLRB in two
weeks, at one Chicago plant -
and at the Rock Falls plant.

2. That the company enter
into negotiations with the
FEWOC at its tractor plant
in Chicago.

3. That the company rec-
ognize the bargaining agency
as certified by the NLRB.
(The CIO has a contract at
Richmond.)

4. That the report of a spe-
cial board investigation be
made available for both par-
ties.

*+ = =

The government moved swiftly
in New York harbor last week to
end a tie-up of four vessels bound
for the Red Sea, and struck by
their crews in a demand for ad-
ditional war risk bonuses. Under
the terms of the temporary agree-
ment, committees from the ship
owners and the Sailors Union of
the Pacific will meet with the
Maritime Commission and the De-
partment of Labor in Washing-
ton late this month. Should these
conferences fail to result in agree-
ment, an impartial arbiter will be
appointed, his decisions to be bind-
ing on all parties.

The demands of the sailors

Aluminum Trust

Creates Shortage

Aluminum Company of America, Owned by Mgl
sponsible for Shortage of Metal—Production
Slowing Down in Some Industries Because of
num Scarcity—Collection of Housewives’
Pans Will Only Be Drop in Bucket to Needs of

This week is proclaimed as “National Ajys
| Week,” and the Minneapolis mayor has urged the
'housewives dig deep into their aluminum supplieg
| interests of national defense.

‘ There is a story behind this alleged “shom".. ik
fairly makes your hair stand on end. For downrig,
. —%#nality, and evasion f

§

I o
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Cleveland
Auto Workers
Greet 544-CIO

The following message of
greeting was received this week
by Local 544-ClO, from Local
217, United Auto Workers,
Cleveland, Ohio:

“Congratulations from Local
217, United Auto Workers, for
your swing to the CIO. Best
wishes for continued success.”

ROGER O'CONNELL

of the land, the Alumim?:

| pany of America takes g
Iverbial cake. In fact, the
facts involved in this ¢
{ blatantly obvious that ¢
/man Arncld, who up to_ym
‘icently has centered all of
| tention on union-busting §
{to turn his attention to
| law-breakers—Big Busiy

In 1931 the Aluminum
[of America, in order to get
| the anti-trust laws in this
formed a Canadian Stooge
pany, Canadian Limiteq, -

5 .

Recording Sec.

Prices At
Sears Up
6 Per Cent

The new Fall and Winter cata-
log of Sears Roebuck, mailed out
July 14th, shows prices averaging
“between 6 and T per cent above

the N. Y. Times reported. A com-
pany statement said that “Prices
are still substantially under what
they would have been if its goods
had been purchased during the
last few weeks.”

Sears price advances correspond
roughly with those in the Mont-
gomery Ward catalog. Last week’s
ORGANIZER reported that
Ward’s had made price advances
on 70 per cent of their items.

Sears’ tire prices are up, as are
textile prices. Men’s shoes show
an advance of up to 25¢ a pair.

A hedge clause in the catalog
states that “Prices are so low that,
should there be any increase in our
costs . . . we reserve the right to
add any increases, from the time
that they occur, to the prices
shown in this book.”

The company anticipates that
new sales taxes will be limited.to
“automobile accessories, candy,
clocks, watches, light bulbs, furs,
jewelry, mechanical refrigerators,
musical instruments, phonographs
and records, photographic appara-
tus, playing cards, radio sets and
parts, sporting goods, tires and
tubes, toilet preparations, trunks,
suit cases and other luggage.

The saddest words of tongue or
pen:

“We just sold Junior's buggy,
when—."”

We Made Minneapolis a Union
Town—Let’s KEEP It That Way.

include an increase in the bo-
nus for duty in the war zone
from $60 to $250 per month,
and for an additional $50 for

each African port of call.
* * %

Last week the Emergency De-
fense Training Committee of the
American Society of Tool Engi-
neers met in Detroit. Out of that
meeting came a report of an actual
labor shortage among skilled
workers. Based on sectional re-
ports from representatives of the
affected communities, there is said
tp exist, or threaten, actual labor
shortages in Cincinnati, Colum-
bus, Indianapolis, Syracuse, N. Y.
and Worchester.
* *® &

The report also indicated
that defense training schools
run by the government and
Private corporations had “ma-
terially improved” the situa-

| cent, German, 20 per cent,
| English and Swiss, 15 pery

Then these groups united
those of the 1940 year-end book,” | v

this organization, Alcoa for ;
cartel with other world igjed
all interested in eliminatie
world surplus of the metg, %
setting minimum prices,
When this deal had }
summated, the Alcoa *
United States, its Canadis
ate, got 29 percent of the
the world, French interests 21§

each.

sources to buy up the world} ‘ T
plus, set minimum prices, andjf "
ited production. 3o 2
All went along merrily, unif
Arnold puts it, “Hitler came o
scene.” Hitler didn’t like an
which limited production of
vital war material in Germ
he did like the idea of havis
ited production in the rest
world. So another agreeme
reached, whereby Germany
lowed to produce, for home
all the aluminum she wanted,
vided she didn't increase 4
ports. During the next year ff
minum production in Germany
tripled.
Alcoa Denies Shortage
Last fall when Arnold ¢
before a Senate investigation
mittee that there was a dan
shortage of aluminum in this
try, the officials of Alcoa ¢
the charge,
. Production Slowing
Meanwhile, several industh
have already felt the pinch of }4
shortage.
At the Boeing Aircraft g
Seattle, manufacture of the g

- | expected that production of ti

tion during April,

tic Boeing Bombers has been
standstill since early in May.

bombers will not be resumed
late this month.
In addition to this actual
page of work, defense autl
admit that production on g
ment orders has dropped 25 |
cent because of the alu
situation.
Now the housewives of
are asked to dig into their
hold supplies to provide the
num necessary to make ai
and bombs for national def
Only Drop in Bucket
It is expected by even the
optimistic authorities that this
lection of old material will net
than 15 million tons, while the
tual need is more than 200 mis
tons.
When the collection is m:
will be sold to Alcoa by the
ernment—at Alcoa prices.
The government will
buy back all of this
paying in the process, what
wants to charge.
PR R U -
There are thoussads of
gamized people who would
our side of the stery . .+ *
KNEW it. Pass your
Organizer along to them:
_____’—-
Revive the Spirit of 1894!
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UNION MEETING SCHEDULE

Motor Transport and Allied Workers
Industrial Union Local 544C10

July 1, 1941—Sausage, Petrolenm

July 3, 1941—Greenhouse and In.
dependent Truck Owners

July 7, 1941— Package Delivery and
Department Store

‘J.u!y QR——SMQ Water

July 24, 1941~ Transfer, ﬁ

and Wholegale Drug

, 25, 1941—Cold Srorage  ©
roduce ' ]

Jul

July 8, 1941—Lumber

Sepiority  Committee meets

July 9, 1941 —Market and Whole-
sale Liguor

July 11, 1941 —Wholesale firocery

July 14, 1041—General Memberahip
July 17, 1941 —Tent and Awning
Ne per, 10 A. M.
Means, LT.0. Wars sad

July 18, 1841 —Stewards

July 21, 1941 Furnit Conl
per and Printing - b

July 22, 1941~Building Material
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day at 7 p. ™.
Grievance Committee meets &
Tund.:yndm."’.
e

g

All regular meetings
anless M
ICE DRIVERS
Ind Morday, July 14th, 104k B8
Laborers :
W AREHOUSEMEN
General Membership, Sesond
Btgwards, 4th Monday
Executive




