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W HEN the broad silk weavers in 
Henry Doherty's mill in Pater­
son, N. J., left their machines 
last February they inaugurated 

what has proved to be the closest approach 
to a general strike that has yet taken place 
in an American industry. 

They revolted against the 3 and 4 loom 
system which until recently has been con-

788 

fined to the state of Pennsylvania. This 
system is restrictctd to the lower grades of 
silk, messaline and taffeta. 

There are almost 300 silk mills in Pater­
son. Doherty was the first manufacturer 
to introduce this system there and later it 
was carried into 26 other mills. The silk 
workers soon realized that unless this 
scheme for exploiting them still further 
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