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mediately to effect the promises given by
the Bolsheviki Party,” Lenine said in a
speech to the Workingmen’s and Soldiers’
Congress on November 9. “The question
of peace is a burning one today ; therefore,
the first act of the new government which
is to be formed is to offer to all nations
a democratic peace, based on no annexa-
tions and no indemnity. Such a peace is
to be concluded not by diplomacy, but by
the representatives of the people.”

Lenine explained that by annexation he
meant the forcible seizure of any territory
in the past or the present without con-
sent of the people. He asserted that all
secret treaties meant to benefit the bour-
geoise must be published and voided to
benefit all.

Toward 5:00 o’clock in the afternoon
of November 8, the Military Revolution-
ary Committee issued its proclamation
stating that Petrograd was in its hands.
It read:

“To the Army Committee of the Active
Army and to All Councils of Workmen's
and Soldiers’ Delegates and to the Garri-
son and Proletariat of Petrograd:

“We have deposed the Government of
Kerensky, which rose against the revolu-
tion and the people. The change which
resulted in the deposition of the Pro-
visional Government was accomplished
without bloodshed.

“The Petrograd Council for Workmen's
and Soldiers’ Delegates solemnly wel-
comes the accomplished change and pro-
claims the authority of the Military
Revolutionary Committee until the crea-
tion of a Government by the Workmen’s
and Soldiers’ Delegates.

“Announcing this to the army at the
front, the Revolutionary Committee calls
upon the revolutionary soldiers to watch
closely the conduct of the men in com-
mand. Officers who do not join the ac-
complished revolution immediately and
openly must be arrested at once as
enemies.

“The Petrograd Council of Workmen's
and Soldiers’ Delegates considers this to
be the program of the new authority: -

“First—The offer of an immediate
democratic peace.

“Second—The immediate handing over
of large proprietarial lands to the peas-
ants.

“Third—The transmission of all au-
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thority to the Council of Workmen’s and
Soldiers’ Delegates.

“Fourth—The honest convocation of a
Constitutional Assembly.

“The national revolutionary army must
not permit uncertain military detachments
to- leave the front for Petrograd. They
should use persuasion, but where this
fails they must oppose any such action
on the part of these detachments by
force without mercy.

“The actual order must be read im-
mediately to all military detachments in
all arms. The suppression of this order
from the rank and file by army organiza-
tions is equivalent to a great crime
against the revolution and will be pun-
ished by all the strength of the revolution-
arv law.’ ,

“Soldiers! For peace, for bread, for
land, and for the power of the people!

“The Military Revolutionary
Committee.”

Lenine Statement
(From the Chicago Tribune)

The following article by Nikola Lenine,
the head of the Maximalists now in con-
trol of Petrograd, was written several
weeks ago. It is supposed to show what
may be expected from the Maximalists,
and indicates that there is no danger of a
separate peace.

By Nikolai Lenine

I cannot protest too energetically against
the slanderous statements spread by capi-
talists against the Bolsheviki party to the
effect that we are in favor of a separate
peace with Germany. To us the capital-
ists of Germany are plain pirates, like the
capitalists of Russia, England, and
France. Emperor William is a crowned
robber like the rulers of England, Italy,
Roumania, and other nations,

If we are opposed to the prolongation
of the present war it is because it is being
waged by two groups of powers for
purely imperialistic purposes. It is waged
by capitalists anxious to increase their
profits by extending their domination
over the world, conquering new markets
and subjugating small nations. Every
day of the war adds to the profits of the
financier and merchant, but spells ruin
and exhaustion for the industrial and
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agricultural workers of all the nations,
belligerent or neutral.

As far as Russia is concerned a pro-
longation of the war may jeopardize the
success of the revolution and prevent it
from attaining its ultimate goal.

The assumption of governmental pow-
ers by the present administration—an
administration dominated by land own-
ers and capitalists—could not and does
not modify the character and the sig-
nificance of the war waged by Russia.

We might adduce as evidence of it that
the present administration not only re-
fuses to reveal the secret compacts signed
by Nicholas II with the governments of
EEngland, France, and other nations, but
formally confirmed those secret covenants
which guaranteed Russian capitalists
their share in the dismemberment of
China, Persia, Turkey, Austria, etc. By
failing to reveal the nature of those ar-
rangements the present government is
keeping the nation in ignorance of the
actual aims of the present war.

This is why the workers’ party cannot
agree to continue the present war nor
support the present administration nor
help it in floating war loans without de-
parting from the spirit of international-
ism, -which demands brotherly solidarity
among the workers of all countries in
their struggle against capitalism.

We cannot accept with any measure
of faith the statements of the present
administration that there will be no an-
nexations—that is, that no part of any
foreign country will be seized.

The war must be fought on by a differ-
ent military organization. Not by an
army organized as the present army is,
but by a militia whose members shall re-
ceive for their services wages equal to
those of a first class workingman.

This will be the only democratic way
to put an end to this war.

Xk ok *‘
Rebuffs Separate Peace

Petrograd, Nev. 28.—Leon Trotzky,
who is in. charge of foreign affairs in the
Bolsheviki cabinet, emphatically declared
today that the soldiers’ and workingmen’s
government was against a separate peace
with Germany. He voiced his conviction
that Russia’s initiative in offering peace
will be supported by the proletariat of all
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countries, allied or belligerent, which will
make impossible a continuation of the
war even if the governments do not ac-
cept the offer.

“What are the plans and intentions of
your government?” the correspondent in-
quired.

The Bolsheviki Plans

“The plans and intentions of the gov-
ernment are outlined in the program of
the Bolsheviki party, to which the all-
Russian congress of soldiers’ and work-
men’s delegates intrusted the formation
of a soldiers’ and workmen’s govern-
ment,” the foreign minister answered.

“FIRST—There will be the immediate
publication of all secret treaties and the
abolition of secret diplomacy.

“SECOND—An offer of an immediate
armistice on all fronts for the conclusion
of a democratic peace.

“THIRD—The transfer of all lands to
the peasants.

Nationalize Industries

“FOURTH — The establishment of
state control of industries through the
medium of organized workmen and em-
ployes; the nationalization of the most
important branches of industry.

“FIFTH—The delivery of all authority
to local soldiers’ and workmen’s deputies.

“SIXTH—The convocation of a con-
stituent assembly which will introduce its
reforms through the medium of the sol-
diers’ and workmen’s deputies and not
through the old bureaucracy on an ap-
pointed date.

“The offer of an immediate peace al-
ready has been made. The decree trans-
ferring the land to the peasants has been
issued.

“Power has been assumed by the sol-
diers’ and workmen’s deputies in most of
the important places.

People Will Force Peace

“What will the government do if Rus-
sia’s allies refuse to enter into negotia-
tions for peace?” the correspondent asked.

“If the allied governments do not sup-
port the policy of a democratic peace,”
Trotzky replied, “the allied peoples will
support us against their governments.
Our international policy is calculated not
for capitalistic diplomacy, but for the sup-

port of the werking masses:”
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“Does the government think a separate
peace with Germany is possible in the
‘existing circumstances?”

“We are against a separate peace with
Germany—we are for a universal peace
with the European nations.”

“What will the government do if Ger-
many refuses to negotiate for peace—will
it continue the war?” was the next ques-
tion.

Rely on German Workers

“We rely on the German army and the
working classes to make a continuation
of the war impossible,” Trotsky replied.

“If, however, our frank and honest
offers of peace meet no response, we
would declare a revolutionary war against
German imperialism, we would mobilize
all our forces, confiscate large food sup-
plies, and prosecute the war as ener-
getically as we did the revolution. But
we have every ground to think that our
offer of peace will make impossible a con-
tinuation of the war on all fronts.”

“What is the country’s attitude toward
the governmental change?”

“All the Bourgeoisie 1s against us. The
greatest part of the intellectuals is against
us or hesitating, awaiting a final outcome.

“The working class is wholly with us.
The army is with us. The peasants, with
the exception of exploiters, are with us.

“The soldiers and workmen’s govern-
ment is a government of workingmen,
soldiers, and peasants against the capital-
ists and land owners.”

“Is it true that the government will
publish the secret treaties?” was the final
question.

“Yes,” the foreign minister answered.

Russians were urged by a Bolsheviki
proclamation today to take vengeance on
the strikers, who are blamed for the food
shortage. The proclamation gave the
names and addresses of the strikers.

Reduce Russian Army

A reduction of the Russian armies, be-
ginning with the class conscripted in
1899, has been proclaimed by the Bolshe-
viki leader, M. Lenine, today. .

The official announcement follows:

“The workmen’s and peasants’ govern-
ment of the peoples’ commissaries has de-
cided to undertake without delay reduc-
tion of the armies and orders, to begin
with, release from their military duties of
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all citizen soldiers of the class conscripted
in 1899. Instructions concerning the
liberation of other classes from military
service will be issued at a later day. Upon
demobilization all arms must be handed
over to regimental committees, which will
be responsible for their safety. The high-
est commander-in-chief is obliged to bring
this decree directly to the knowledge of
the rank and file.”

The Chicago Tribune of December 6th,
states:

On account of the closing of the city
duma the food committees are threatening
to strike, throwing Petrograd into tempo-
rary food troubles. They are likely to be
of short duration, however, as thousands of
Kronstadt sailors have gone to the grain
belt of Siberia and are sending escorted
trains to Petrograd and .the front. They
have been ordered to cut red tape and to
requisition engines to transport the grain
and to speed.

The sailors’ mission also is political, as
they have been ordered to make converts to
Belshevikism in every town en route. They
are expected to bring back with them Nich-
olas Romanoff, the deposed czar. ‘

Other sailors are with the expedition that
has been sent against Gen. Kaledine, leader
of the Cossacks. The Bolsheviki are tak-
ing every precaution to nip any monarchis-
tic movement.

The duma has issued a proclamation to
all nations, pleading for support as the only
elective body in Russia.

James O’Donnell Bennett in a special
cable to the Tribune, says in part:

This dispatch contains the views of cer-
tain representatives of the best informed
and safest American opinion in Russia on
the Russian situation in its relation to
America.

That their opinion is the safest and best
informed is no individual verdict, but the
verdict of American displomats in northern
Europe who after thoroly assimilating the
utterances now repeated in this dispatch,
said :

“These men have their feet on the ground
and see far.”

x * %

In quoting them I should add that they
are not Socialists, either practical or theo-
retical ; that they are not Bolsheviki sympa-
thizers, that they are not even remotely of
Russian or German extraction, but Ameri-
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to betray the other side into a false step
which would at once precipitate war and
at the same time appear to make Germany
not the aggressor. For example, the Berlin
Anzeiger came out on the critical day with
a flaming announcement that the German
army had been mobilized complete. This
was at once telegraphed to Petrograd by
the Russian Ambassador. But presently
the German government issued an official
démentt, and suppressed the edition of the
Anzeiger. But the mischief had been done,
Russian mobilization was decreed ; and war
became inevitable. Now, it has been ar-
gued that all this was a device deliberately
adopted to make sure of war, with Russia
apparently taking the offensive. The Ger-
man military party got its longed-for war,
and got it in a way to enable it to assure
the German people that the war was de-
fensive,

At that time, no one outside of Germany
knew of the Potsdam conference, a month
before the war broke out. At this it was
resolved to make use of the Austrian ulti-
matum to Servia in order to force “the
great reckoning,” as the Austrian Foreign
Secretary called it, with Russia and, neces-
sarily, with France. The facts about this
fatal conference, as brought out by the
Reichstag Deputy, Herr Haase, and by
Ambassador Morgenthau and others, have
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thrown a lurid light forward upon the sub-
sequent negotiations. It is now as well
established as anything can be that the
German government had at least deter-
mined to press on in a position and with
measures that almost surely meant an Eu-
ropean war, and was doing it in a spirit
of “damn the consequences.” Some people
forget, conveniently, how great was the
distrust of the war clique in Germany
shown by the German people. In Berlin
alone, on July 29, 1914, more than a score
of mass meetings were held to protest
against the proposed war. At one of these
meetings, there were said to be present
70,000 men. And on that same day the
Vorwirts declared that “the camarilla of
war-lords is working with absolutely un-
scrupulous means to carry out their fear-
ful de51gns to precipitate an international
war.” Even after the decision had been
virtually made, the Vorwirts asserted that
the policy of the German government thru-
out had been “utterly without conscience.”
These things must not be allowed to drop
from memory when it is sought by the un-
covering of Russian secrets to raise doubts
concerning the German government's de-
cision to go into a war which it could have
prevented by the turning over of a hand —
From the Nation

SPEAKING OF HYMNS OF HATE

How long it will be before the usurping gang of Socialists, pacifists, pro-
German agents, and I. W. W.’s which calls itself a Government is overthrown
I shall not venture to predict; but its ultimate downfall is as certain as any-

thing in Russia can be.

The moderate liberals, 'the business men, the co-

operative societies, the Cossacks, and, I believe, an overwhelming majority of
the peasants, are hostile to it, and as soon as they have time to get together
andorganize under competentleadersthey will destroy it.—From The Outlook.
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sence of such laws, to encourage the police,
soldiers and citizens to raid, lynch and
drive them out of the community.

But what are the facts? What are the
Industrial Workers of the World really
doing? In the lumber camps of the north-
west they are trying to force the companies
to giwve them an eight-hour day and such
decencies of life as spring cots to sleep on
instead of bare boards. In the copper re-
gion of Montana they are demanding facil-
ities to enable the men to get out of a mine
when the shaft takes fire. It is almost a
pity to spoil the melodramatic fiction of the
press, but this is the real nature of the activ-
ities of the I. W. W.

It is no fiction, however, that they are
being raided, lynched, and driven out, with-
out due process of law, and with as little
coloring of truth to the accusation of trea-
son as at Bisbee, Ariz., where the alleged
“traitors” who were deported were found
to be many of them subscribers to the Lib-
erty Bond issue. The truth is simply that
the employers have taken advantage of the
public susceptibility to alarm and have en-
deavored to brand as treasonable the legiti-
mate and inevitable demand for better
wages, hours and working conditions that
has arisen among hitherto unorganized
workers. That their efforts are ordinary
and legitimate in the trade-union sense, is
indicated by the fact that, as I shall show,
unions aoffiliated with the American Feder-
ation of Labor thruout the West generally
sympathize with and support the struggle
of the I. W. W. The old hostility between
the two movements has begun largely to be
broken down, and the I. W. W,, far from
being regarded by the working class as
criminal or treasonable, has been ac-
cepted simply as one of the means of
securing their rights.

The case of the lumber camps of the
northwestern states is difficult to describe.
The two outstanding centers of present con-
flict, so far as the I. W. W. is concerned,
are the forests of Washington, Oregon and
Idaho, and the copper mines of Montana.
In both places it is a revolt of hitherto un-
organized and ruthlessly exploited work-
ers. In both places their demands are for
the ordinary wages, hours and conditions
which are everywhere recognized by rea-
sonable men as just and inevitable. In both
places this revolt has been met with lawless
brutality and reckless terrorism on the part
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of the employers. And in both places the
employers have endeavored to cover up
their crimes by imputing “treason” to their
insurgent employes.

The case of the lumber camps of the
northwestern states .is one which shows
most clearly the origin of the trouble, the
nature of the workers’ demands, the meth-
ods of the employers, and the fraterniza-
tion of the I. W. W. and the A. F. of L.

The Lumber Strike

The burden of the struggle in the forests
of the northwest is being borne by the In-
dustrial Workers of the World. The new
Timber Workers’ Union, an American
Federation of Labor body, has enrolled a
comparatively small number of the men
who work in the woods. But though it is
within less than a year that the Industrial
Workers have been able to gain wide influ-
ence there, they are powerful now, and it is
probable that a majority of the lumber-
jacks and sawmill employes in this region
have joined, either as members or as strik-
ers, the Lumber Workers’ Industrial Union.
The Timber Workers are all west of the
Cascade mountains in Washington. East
of the mountains the Industrial Workers
have free rein, and west of the mountains
there is no rivalry between the two unions
at present, both striking for the eight-hour
day.

The demands of the Industrial Workers
in the forests appear at first glance un-
believable. It is as tho men were striking
for a breath of air or a bed to sleep on after
a hard day’s work. And indeed they are;
asking more windows than the customary
two in a “bunk house” that forms sleeping
quarters for more than one hundred men,
cots with springs and blankets in place of
the plain wooden “bunks.” They want,
too, places to hang clothing when they go
to bed, “drying rooms” so the washed ap-
parel need not hang in the “bunk” house,
shower baths (there are no bathing facil-
ities in most of the camps), wholesome
food and “no overcrowding at tables.”
Fastidious persons, these woodsmen !
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The eight-hour day in place of ten hours
of work, is the chief issue, but there is in-
sistence on a minimum wage of $60 a month
and one day of rest in seven. Which shows
what a share in the gains of civilization
there is for these men who cut the world’s
lumber and float it down the rivers to cities
where live the “lumber millionaires.”

It was in the spring that these men be-

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE I. W. W.

gan to strike, and by summer most of them
had joined the revolt. They congregated
in camps of their own in the woods, but
were dispersed by sheriffs and soldiers.
Some went to the cities, often to be arrested
by waiting police. Others sought work on
the farms, and found farmers took fright
on discovering who they were. Apparently
the Industrial Worker was to be denied

SURE WE BELONG TO

THE ONE BIG UNION !
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work on the farms and not allowed to camp
in the woods, to induce him to return to
lumber cutting.

The Campaign of Lies

What happened at Spokane is illustrative
of the systematic attack on the Industrial
Workers, who have gained their control of
the lumber industry because of the better-
ment of working conditions brought about
by their constant struggles. The West
Coast Lumber Men’s Association, aided by
its appendages of other employers’ organi-
zations in the northwest, has carried on
most of the admirably thoro and successful
schemes to develop a popular fear of the
Industrial Worker. It is said to havé as-
sembled a fund of $500,000 for this ex-
press purpose, and it apparently has assem-
bled a part of the military forces of the
nation. The newspapers have shown care-
fully and assiduously that every forest fire
was set by Industrial Workers, tho there
have been far less forest fires this season
than ever before. They have shown that
the Industrial Worker’s chief aim in life
was to drive spikes in lumber preparatory
to sending it to the sawmill, to insert nails
in fruit trees and to pinch peaches in the
orchards so they would spoil. These things
are believed by the people who believe that
German spies devote their time to peddling
poisoned court-plaster and starting strikes
for the eight-hour day. It should be noted
in this connection that Secretary Baker
asked the lumber companies to grant the
eight-hour day because the government
needed lumber; and the companies refused.
The strike has since spread to the ship-
building yards on the Pacific Coast, where
the workers have refused to handle lumber
cut by men who work ten hours a day. The
shingle weavers, both A. F. of L. and I.
XV. W., are also demanding an eight-hour

ay.

The lumber strike was directed from
Spokane by James Rowan, secretary of the
union, and an effort was promptly made to
break up the headquarters. Merchants went
soberly before the city commissioners and
said the Industrial Workers were a menace
to the safety of the community. Just why
they were dangerous they usually neglected
to show, like the Bisbee, Ariz., “Protective
League,” which admits there was , no
violence by the strikers, but is certain there
would have been had it not been forestalled
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by violence by the defenders of copper.
They pointed to what had been done in
Idaho, where a particularly effective union
had closed the lumber industry. They told
the city officials that Idaho was boycotting
Spokane merchants because they allowed
Spokane to harbor the headquarters for the
lumber strike. Industrial Workers were ex-
pounding syndicalist theories on street cor-
ners and the merchants wanted that stopped
too. They admitted there was no law un-
der which they could reach this “unlawful”
organization, and they were very sorry
there wasn’t.

“What you want us to do then,” said one
of the commissioners, “is not to arrest them
for anything illegal, but just to drive them
out ?f town or suppress them regardless of
law.”

The merchants, vague about such details,
said that was about it. The city commis-
sioners expressed unwillingness to do any
such thing, as there was no disorder. To
which the employers responded (not at the
public hearing) that that little difficulty
might be solved by “starting something.”

But they decided to try to first create a
law that would meet the problem. They
prepared an ordinance making it unlawful
for “any one to publish or circulate or say
any word * * * expressing disrespect or
contempt for or disloyalty to the govern-
ment, the President, the army or the navy
of the United States.” This was so ridicu-
lous that the commissioners would not pass
it. Later E. E. Blaine, of the state public
service commission, was sent by the gover-
nor to Portland to get an order from the
commanding officer of the army there di-
recting Major Clement Wilkins at Spokane
to arrest the Industrial Workers. Blaine
went to Spokane with the order in his
pocket.

The absence of some excuse for the
action nettled the employers, and they tried
to obtain statements by the city and county
officials that would warrant military ar-
rests. A meeting was called of the officials
and employers, presided over by a lumber
dealer. The employers insisted that the
local officials sign a statement saying a state
of insurrection existed in Spokane. The
mayor refused, but the next morning when
the merchants went to the city hall with a
prepared statement, mild, but good enough
as a pretext, and the officials signed it.

This statement says that, while “technic-
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natural, frank brutality of the battle for
sustenance. There is, at least, little actual
hypocrisy about it at Butte, save the formal
hypocrisy of public statements and news-
paper editorials which even the authors ad-
mit are bluster. P&vople on both sides speak
with a startling candor. Such remarks as
this are quite casual and occasion no sur-
prise: “Tom Campbell ought to be hanged,
too, along with Little.” Butte-has become
inured to it.

But the industrial feud is still a tender
subject in this mountain town. The out-
sider, broaching it, feels guilty of an in-
trusion, as he might if he were to stop a
man on the street with, “Say, tell me how
you happened to commit that murder.” The
town dislikes strikes, just as it dislikes
thunderstorms or any other natural calam-
ities ; for the strike “hurts business.” That
droll humor of the accustomed labor war-
rior made one of them remark: “This is a
city of whispers.” Free speech is not al-
ways a'matter of constitutional guarantees.
What’s the use of a constitution and courts
and such embellishments in a region like
this? The government, the social relation-
ships, the “civilization” are almost solely
economic. If the state were to be deeded,
with its people, to the Anaconda Copper
Company, things would not be different.

Violence

The wonder i% that there is so little
violence; the present strike has been en-
tirely free from it, excepting, as they say
in Butte, “that lynching.” There have been
armed mine guards, those to whom violence
is a business that would be destroyed by
peaceful strikes. There have been soldiers,
but some of them were recalled because
they were too unsympathetic with the men
working during the strike. There has been
instance after instance where absence of
bloody clashes seemed to violate the law of
sequence. There is the complete back-
ground for open war: why it has not come
is more than I can tell.

One of the strike leaders tried to explain
it. “The men know by experience that it’s
no use. They know that what would most
please the mining companies would be
violence, and they know that they [meaning
the enemy] have all the best of it when it
comes to that. Why, we haven’t even put
out a picket line. I stand up there every
morning as the scabs go to work, and count
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them. Not many can-look me in the eye
squarely day after day; they turn their
heads.”

At the little hall of the Finnish Working
Men's Club on North Wyoming street,
headquarters of the Metal Mine Workers’
Union, one finds groups of these men whom
even the serfdom of the copper country
could not drive to bloodshed. There they
assemble, reading typewritten sheets on the
bulletin board of official communiqués of
the war, or chatting about this and that, oc-
casionally about the strike. They have not
escaped an air of bitterness, but their ex-
tremest imprecations end with vows never
to give in, to keep up the strike until their
terms are met. And there are 12,000
miners on strike, pinched for resources
while they maintain a shutdown of mines
that earn for the investors more than a
million dollars a day. I wonder if you and
I, or the officials of the copper companies,
would remain so mild were we members
of the Metal Mine Workers’ Union with
families to support, reading statements by
our employers that they would flood the
mines before recognizing the union. I
wonder what would be your mood, you who
believe in war, if you were a miner when
Ambassador Gerard came to Butte and
said, “The laborer must line up with the
capitalist”; when owners of these mines
scorned your proffer to return to work
willingly under government supervision;
when they issued a joint statement that “No
grievance has been brought to the attention
of the mine operators and we believe none
exists,” while you knew of the conditions
in the mines that allowed 160 men to die
in tunnels while flames in a shaft sucked
away what air there was: I wonder what,
in these circumstances, would come into
vour mind when, every time you walked
down the street, you saw a soiled but dis-
tinguishable American flag floating above
every shaft on the mountain that is called
locally the “richest hill in the world.”

“Fire!”

This strike, now three months old, was
one of those unorganized revolts that grow
out of copper mountains as pine trees grow
out of the neighboring mounds. If there
was one tangible cause, it was the disaster
at the Speculator Mine, June 8. You may
have noticed a small dispatch chronicling
the loss of eight score of lives, but you don’t
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remember it, for such events are common-
places. “Those poor devils always get
caught that way,” remarked a telegraph
editor as he tossed the dispatch to a head-
line writer: “Oh, those damn labor unions,”
commented the same keen individual a few
days later when the telegraph told of the
walkout of the men who dig the copper
from the “richest hill in the world.”

After three days of searching, some of
the miners were taken from the drifts partly
alive and some wholly alive, but there were
160 who were beyond resuscitation. Bodies
were piled against concrete bulkheads in
the narrow tunnels, fingers worn off by
frenzied tearing at the impassible wall.
Workmen will tell you at Butte that the
foremen didn’t know which passages led
to safety, which to death. You see, the
concrete bulkheads were erected to protect
the mines.

Three of the seven demands, framed at

a mass meeting June 12, deal with ques-
tions of safety—manholes in bulkheads to
allow passage, committees of miners to in-
spect the workings mouth, every miner to
be advised as to ways of escape. The other
chief one is for abolition of the rustling
card, that autocratic device that has enabled
the employers to choke organization of the
workmen.

First the strike, then the union: that is
the sequence that by its frequency shows
the utility of the most elaborate arrange-
ments to maintain individual bargaining.
And the strike-breaker of today is the
striker of tomorrow ; that is the great fact
that your short-sighted employer refuses
to see. Many of the strikers at Butte are
Finns and Italians, imported in past years
to replace union men. So with the organ-
ized miners in Arizona, who at Bisbee
formed a union after they had walked out
of the mines. In Colorado, it was the un-
organized immigrant of 1903 who became
the embattled striker of 1914, after Lud-
low.

It has been wise direction as much as
spontaneity that has characterized the Butte
strike, maintained in face of all manner of
attacks and newspaper abuse. It was said
that the strike and the new union were
products of foreign diplomacy, uprisings
against the draft and pacifist maneuvers.
The newspapers that grew sentimental over
the heroism of the rescue squads that risked
lives to reach trapped workmen, now
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showered calumny on the same men who
were seeking to make mines safe. One
paper mentioned the “inalienable right of a
man to work,” referring not, of course, to
the rustling card, but to the few non-union
men that stayed in the mines. Women
were arrested for distributing pamphlets
issued by the union. An effort was made
to force grocers to deny credit to strikers
and to induce landlords to evict them, as
was done at Bisbee, Ariz. The most
notable of these intimidations was the
hanging of Frank Little by masked men at
night. Little, an executive committeeman
of the Industrial Workers, had come to ask
the new union to join that organization,
which it refused tg do.

“We Shall Never Forget”

Perhaps the funeral tribute to Little by
the working people of Butte may be con-
sidered the reply to the warning which the
lynching constituted. About 7,000 marched
to the cemetery, representing most of the
labor unions of the city. As the casket was
lowered into the ground the last thing seen
was a pennant of the Industrial Workers,
bearing the words, “One-big union,” lying
across the coffin. At the headquarters of
the mine union there hangs a photograph
of Little, and under it, “Frank Little, victim
of the copper trust, whom we shall never
forget.” When I saw James Rowan, secre-
tary of the Lumber Workers’ Industrial
Union, in the county jail at Spokane, Wash.,
he wore on a lapel of his coat a button bear-
ing a picture of Little and the motto:
“Solidarity.” Behind him sat a youth in
khaki, fingering a rifle and watching him as
he talked.

“Yes, I know they want to hang me, I've
heard it said on the streets,” said Tom
Campbell, president of the miners’ union,
smiling grimly as he walked to the hall to
preside over a meeting of the strikers. And
Campbell, dark-haired, round-faced, vet-
eran of bloodier strikes, goes to the hall
every day, directing the strike and the care
of families of miners. “Winning a strike,”
says Campbell, “is only part of the fight.
After the companies accept our terms, we
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shall have to keep a close watch on them to
see that they maintain them. This never
ends. There’s no such thing as industrial
peace while industry has to be carried on
in this manner.”

The most perplexing feature of the Butte
struggle is the relationship between the
Metal Mine Workers’ Union and the older
bodies. There is the spectacle of the mem-
bership of trade unions giving large sums
of money to the miners’ strike fund, while
the leaders in the local labor council, with
an ecclesiastical sectarianism, condemn the
new union because it doesn’t belong to the
American Federation of Labor. There are
officials of the state federation refusing to
treat with the highly organized Metal Mine
Workers as a body, but offering to accept
them as individuals. There is the apparent
inability of the local labor council to recog-
nize officially that there is a strike, because
the new union is not affiliated with it, and
it can recognize no mine union but the in-
consequential one of the Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers, which is properly affili-
ated with everything but the men who work
in the mines. Nineteen twentieths of the
mining industry of the town is completely
shut down, yet one labor official said, “I
don’t consider that there is any strike.”
The state Metal Trades Council and the
local Metal Trades Council are engaged in
a debate as to whether the affair is a strike
or a lockout in regard to the metal trades,
the state body standing firmly on precedent
and rule and technicality, the local body
anxious to help the 12,000 miners win, but
desirous of avoiding expulsion from the
federation of labor. “There’s more politits
in the American Federation of Labor than
in the Republican party,” said an observant
unionist. And there seems to be, occasion-
ally, at least, as much legal barbed wire
entanglement as in a properly bound
judiciary.

x % %

Some of the trade unionists at Butte fear
that the Industrial Workers will gapture
the new union, others are convinced they
have already captured it. There are many
Industrial Workers in the miners’ union,
for several of its officers have been mem-
bers of the Industrial Workers. The Metal
Mine Workers’” Union is an industrial
union, admitting specifically “all persons
employed within and around the mines, or
in any way connected with the mining in-
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dustry,” and its preamble to the constitu-
tion says “only an industrial organization
can be of any use; other forms have proved
uscless.” That its present spirit is distinctly
aggressive and tinctured with revolution-
ary zeal is undeniable. As to the main or-
ganization at Butte and the new unions at
Anaconda and Phillipsburg, Mont., they
have affiliated with it. A speaker at one
union meeting said, “This isn’t a strike
merely for wages or hours: we want an
arrangement that will secure justice and
put an end to this bickering : we want Uncle -
Sam to take over these mines and run
them.” There was an outburst of applause.
And the “company newspaper” pleads for
a ‘“reasonable, conservative union.”

Brothers-in-Arms

The significant thing is the drawing to-
gether of the forces of labor in spite of old
animosities. A man prominent in the
American Federation of Labor on the Paci-
fic Coast, being asked what was the rela- -
tionship between the trade union group
there and the Industrial Workers, said:
“Pretty close.” A trainman in Montana,
discussing the industrial skirmishes that
already had produced stockades and mili-
tary jails, drew from his pockets a red card
along with a certificate of membership in a
railroad brotherhood, and said, “It’s a two-
card business from now on.” He said that
fifty per cent of the men on his line had
adopted the “two-card system.” .

These men were not syndicalists, for they
admitted they didn’t thoroly understand,
much less advocate, just what the syndical-
ists were driving at (any more than do
most of the followers of the Industrial
Workers; but they know, for instance,
what it is to work 3,000 feet down in a cop-
per mine for $5.25 a day, when a three-
room hut in Butte costs $35 a month and
grocerics are dearer than in New York.
They know, most of them, what industrial
unionism means, and they have an acute
sense of the common interests of working
men. You can't tell them that Frank Little,
the Industrial Worker leader, was lynched
at Dutte because of what he said about the
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United States army. They know that the
reason twelve hundred working men were
driven into cattle cars at Bisbee, Ariz., and
deposited in the desert was not that their
leaders had cast aspersions on the govern-
ment. )

One finds this attitude pronouncedly
among trade unionists in the northwest,
from Butte to Seattle. 'When missionaries
of the revolutionary union were corraled
by soldiers on no charge but that of causing
strikes, the reiterated explanations of cham-
bers of commerce that “the Industrial
Workers of the World is not a bona fide

labor organization” failed to beguile the

trade unionist. When two states enacted
laws making it a crime to hold membership
in a union that advocated sabotage, or to
rent a hall to such union, and several other
states were considering similar statutes,
they saw what was up. They didn’t believe
in sabotage (certainly not in shouting about
it, at any rate), but they realized that if
the practice of choking organizations of
working men who admittedly were violating
no law were to go on, there was no telling
where it might end. There had been hardly
more denunciation of the Industrial Work-
er as an “agitator” than there had been of
the “walking delegate.” So it was that the
Spokane, Wash., Central Labor Council

went so far as to request a general strike

as protest against the arrests of Industrial
Workers by soldiers.

But there is more than tacit recognition
of a common enemy: there is, here and
there, a largely unexpressed belief that the
two organizations are in a definite way com-
plementary, the Industrial Worker giving
expression to discontent, the trade unionist
often following with the machinery for
. maintaining collective bargaining after the
outburst of revolt has subsided and the
Industrial Worker has flitted to more spec-
tacular service.

While the Industrial Worker looks to a
radical change in industry that appears
utopian to the average trade unionist, he
" is seeking to bring it about by a principle
that tacticians generally in the northwest,
at least, are accepting—industrial unionism.
“We're all industrial unionists now, tho
we can’t turn all the craft unions into in-
dustrial unions at once,” is a comment fre-
quently heard. And the trade unionist who
looks ahead fancies a time when the juris-
diction squabble will not divide the forces of
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labor. He usually denies that the Industrial
Worker has had much to do with the
growth of industrial bargaining, but he
evinces a willingness to let him share in the
process where he can. He prefers an In-
dustrial Worker union to no union, and
sometimes gives it his support. In Mon-
tana and Arizona the International Union
of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, the

American Federation body, has failed to
prevent encroachments by the Industrial
Workers, and the miners in those states
adhere either to independent unions that
have grown up locally or to the Industrial
Workers. Trade unionists are disposed to
support these unions in time of stress.

Within the Federation of Labor, too,
there is a distinct tendency toward wider
organizatiomrthan the craft union. At Seat
tle fourteen craft unions employed by the
Seattle Construction and Dry Dock Com-
pany have made a blanket contract provid-
ing that the breach of the agreements made
as to wages and conditions of workmen
in one union would annul the contracts with
the others. If the company should in-
fringe on the rights of a single craft, it
would find all the other crafts joining in
the fight instead of staying at work. This
unique agreement includes building em-
ployees—janitors and elevator operators;
and it specifically gives the workmen the
right to refuse to handle any material in
the shipyards that comes from industries
that do not recognize organized labor.
There you have a distinct step toward in-
dustrial unionism.

- This tendency is not, of course, uniform,
for it was recently that the Shingle Weav-
ers’ Union found it advisable to abandon
an effort to enroll the timber men and let
them have a union of their own. But it is
undeniable that in the woods and mines and
shipyards of the Northwest the industrial
union is developing form, and in the war-
fare of the future there probably will be
little trouble over what it calls itself. The
very structure of the labor movement is
shifting perceptibly, for it has to meet vary-
ing conditions, such as a shipbuilding indus-
try twice as large as it was three years ago.

Understanding the I. W. W.

And there are signs, moreover, that a
public understanding of the real aims of the
Industrial Workers, is coming about, in
spite of the campaign of misrepresentation.
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In North Dakota, the governor, Lynn J.
Frazier, a farmer, took the remarkable
stand early in the summer that if the Indus-
trial Worker violated no law, neither would
the employers be allowed that privilege. In
a proclamation the governor mentioned the
assertions that a “lawless element” was
burning crops and destroying farm machin-
ery. He suggests that anyone found com-
mitting such depredations be tried in the ac-
customed fashion.

“It is charged” he says, “that the constitu-
tional rights of individuals have been
trampled under foot by mobs in the guise of
so~called safety committees, defense leagues
and vigilance committees. To some of these
misguided mobs and officers it seems to be
a crime to be seeking work and not to
possess money. Men have been illegally
searched, beaten, deported.” The governor
makes it clear that he doesn’t believe in
such actions.

But that was in a state where the farm-
ers were considering making a contract as
a body with the Agricultural Workers’ In-
dustrial Union, one of the Industrial Work-
ers’ organizations. Most of the transient
farm workers in North "Dakota are Indus-
trial Workers, and they have maintained
uncommonly cordial relations with the
farmers. When the Nonpartisan League
submitted the proposal for a contract with
the Industrial Workers, it found many
farmers favorable to the plan. At the
meetings when the proposal was submitted
farmers told of their experiences. Some
said they had long been hiring Industrial
Workers exclusively, others said they
wouldn’t let one in their employ. A few
left the Nonpartisan League because of its
championship of the Industrial Workers.
But the farmers in the North are learning
to deal with the Industrial Worker in a
spirit of understanding. For these men,
who have organized a political force to
bring about state ownership of elevators,
warehouses, storage house and packing
plants have got an economic insight that
takes them beyond the point of looking on
the Industrial Worker as an agitator whom
society should suppress. Victims them-
selves of business piracy, they are coming
to see the social cause for the Industrial
Worker.

Many who ought to know better look
upon the Industrial Worker as a sort of

341

modern guerilla warrior on the industrial
system. They are convinced he isn’t very
important, merely spectacular, “The In-
dustrial Workers are just a big noise,” said
a lawyer who had seen them operate in
Arizona. “If the newspapers didn’t give
them such an unmerited amount of free
advertising, they’d die out.” He was
distinctly mistaken. -

The Industrial Workers have an organi-
zation that is national and embraces a
dozen great industries. It is not very com-
pact; it cannot be, dealing with men to
whom a home is an impossible luxury, men
who are made migratory by their work.
The membership fluctuates widely, but has
been increasing steadily. It is something
like a bank account, deposits and with-
drawals offsetting each other, but not vary-
ing that greatly. Its members come and
go, joining during a strike but dropping
out afterward. It is difficult for the officers
themselves to tell what the membership is
at a particular time. At Bisbee, Ariz,,
there were a few Industrial Workers in
the copper mines before the strike of last
July. - When these walked out, at least two
thousand others walked out. They were
actuated not by a revolutionary spirit, but
by inability to stand the treatment of their
employers, especially when a strike by other
workmen offered an opportunity to effect
a change. These men attended the mis-
sionary meetings of the Industrial Workers
in the city park and many were converted.
Then came the deportation, and the
necessity for union made more Industrial
Workers. I talked to scores at Columbus,
N. M,, at the refugee camp, who said they
were members of no union before the strike
but had since joined the Industrial Work-
ers. These men are now scattered, and
when another strike comes wherever they
are working they will join it and again be
Industrial Workers.

Every member is an organizer, every
member dispenses cards to his converts
and collects their dues, which he scrupu-
lously sends to the union. There are only
a few unions, about a dozen, each union
embracing an industry: the ideal of the
Industrial Worker is “one big union.”
Each union is divided into district branches
on geographical lines, and each district has
an executive committee and secretary-
treasurer. There are no other officers, ex-
cept the national executive committee and
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secretary, and the same officers in each in-
dustrial union.

Only the membership by vote may call
a strike, “except in case of emergency;”
but such is the informality and cohesion of
the organization that a strike call by a
secretary is almost tantamount to a strike.
A sort of ‘“straw vote” is usually taken in
advance, and often there is no other vote.
It would be difficult for the members of a
union to ballot on a strike proposal and
would require a long time.

There are eleven industrial unions, with
others in process of formation: Marine
Transport Workers Union No. 100 (At-
lantic Coast), Metal and Machinery Work-
ers, Agricultural Workers, Lumber Work-
ers, Construction Workers (composed
mostly of laborers on railroads and the
comparatively unskilled in similar indus-
tries), Railway Workers (embracing men
employed in any way in transportation),
Marine Transport Workers Union No.
700 (Pacific Coast), Metal Mine Workers,
Coal Miners, Textile Workers. A union
of domestic servants has been started on
the Pacific Coast. .

The Industrial Workers operate chiefly
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among the unskilled and immigrant work-
ers whom the trade union does not reach.
They organize the men who dig tunnels and
lay railroad ties and cut trees in the forests
—the most poorly paid and ill treated.
They speak for those whom a shortsighted
society ignores; theirs is a voice from the
bottom. And it is answered with military
stockades !

Leaders and teachers among the Indus-
trial Workers are capable men—and women
—preaching a doctrine of revolution. They
are adept at capitalizing a situation, at
selecting and directing forces of revolt.
But the bulk of the membership are hardly
syndicalists, usually followers of a militant
union that offers service in their behalf.

At the Industrial Worker headquarters
at Seattle, are death masks of the five “fel-
low workers” killed at Everett, Wash.,
when armed deputy sheriffs fired on the
Industrial Workers’ boat as it touched the
wharf. There’ll be more “bloody Sun-
days,” and more deportations, and some
day we may learn that they won’t solve the
problem of human misery—From The
Masses.

WE NEVER FORGET!
1916—~November—1917

Felix Baran, Hugo Gerlot, Gus Johnson, John Looney and Abraham
Rabinowitz, foully murdered at Everett, Washington, on November 5th of
last year, are gone in body but are with us in spirit.

The unknown dead, who were slain by the bullets of the vigilante mob
and were swept out to sea, are silent, shapeless marchers by our side.

Harry Golden walks through life on an artificial limb; Joe Ghilazano

wears a silver knee-cap and carries a cane; Albert Scribner will never fully
recover from a gun-shot hip wound; scores of others are carrying the marks
of the beastial brutality of the degenerates who administered “law and order”
in Everett.

We never forget!

Six months of liberty was stolen from more than seventy men and the
confinement, the brutality, the starvation in the jails has laid a heavy hand
on all these men and marked them for life.

The men who did these murderous things are at large and in control of
the machinery of the law and even so much as a warrant against the known
murderers is denied to the working clss.

We never forget!

Against the wage system have we vowed our vengeance; against capital-
ism are we making our fight; production for profit must cease and production
for use take its place is our ultimatum; down with industrial and social
tyranny is our rallying cry; and though we are denied free speech, free press,
free assembly and the right to organize, still will we carry on the fight until
the last slave is freed. Again to you who died on November,5, 1916, we say:

We never forget! —The Industrial Worker.



HAYWOOD OF THE I. W. W.
By JACK PHILLIPS

LD John Brown of Ossawattamie
was arrested by officers of the
United States government, legal-
ly indicted, legally tried, and
legally shot, as a traitor to the nation.

A few short years afterward millions
of marching men, soldiers of the United
States Army, with Abraham Lincoln for
commander-in-chief, marched singing a
song with every verse and every chorus
glorifying John Brown. And “John
Brown’s Body Lies A Mouldering in the
Grave” is today the most popular folk
song of the American nation. Let the
fact be recorded at this time that John
Brown was tried on the charge of trea-
son and shot to death because of pre-
sumed guilt of treason.

What was it John Brown did that
caused him to be remembered and glori-
fied in a national marching song? He
was a man with a dream. His mind
conceived the vision that if the southern
black slaves could be armed with rifles
they would fight their way to freedom
from their white masters. Therefore,
reasoned John Brown, the thing to do is
to raid a government arsenal and seize
the guns wanted by the black slaves. So
he and his sons and followers raided the
federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, were
hunted, captured, and as hereinbefore
noted, legally indicted, tried, shot.

Sa Big Bill Haywood, nearly sixty
years later, appears in history, another
man dominated by a dream. Haywood
has a vision of industrial democracy’ es-
tablished, a hope of security and justice
for all the workers of the world, tHe
shackles of capitalist wage slavery struck
off. low is this vision to be attained?
Thru a world wide general strike of
the working class, thru mass action
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of the working people of the world, with-
out violence necessarily, without death
penalties, revenges and punitive indem-
nities. Merely thru a folding of arms,
a refusal to make or transport the goods
of the world, till all autocracies yielded
to a newer order. Such was to be the
working of the plan when its details
could be arranged.

As wild a dream, perhaps, as the dream
of John Brown that arming the southern
blacks would lead to the abolition of
chattel slavery. As vague and chimer-
ical a vision as that of the “traitor” after
whom the nation’s most famous march-
ing song was written.

What it leads to is the question: Will
there be marching songs written to Bill
Haywood some day as the same kind of
a “traitor” as the John Brown who was
legally indicted, legally tried, legally
shot?

Let Claude Porter, special assistant at-
torney general in charge of the prosecu-
tion of the I. W. W. think about these
things. :

We wonder today when we look back
and read the savage and ruthless charges
brought against John Brown by the
prosecutors. They called for his blood
with tongues that today are dust.

One day Claude Porter’s accusing
tongue will be dust. And Big Bill Hay-
wood will be dust. Which of the two
will be remembered?

Nobody remembers today who it was
that tongue-lashed John Brown in the
prosecution of him for treason. But
everybody knows the story of John
Brown.

So be it. Such is history and the drama
of destiny. !



Winning Out in Idaho

By G. F. VANDERVEER
Chief Counsel for thel. W. W.

ON July 13, 1917, the I. W. W. hall at
St. Maries, Idaho, was raided by E. B.
Nolan, sheriff of Benwah County, all the
supplies, literature and correspondence
taken without a search warrant and a num-
ber of men arrested on a charge of “crimi-
nal syndicalism.”

These arrests continued thruout the
summer and fall until forty men were in
custody, and it became necessary to erect a
stockade in the county fairgrounds to pro-
vide for their confinement.

The first of these cases came to trial on
November 12th, and the State selected as
the defendant against whom it had the clear-
est case, Neil Guiney, secretary of the St.
Maries branch. The case against Guiney
had been prepared and the arrest made un-
der the personal supervision of Governor
Alexander. It was prosecuted by two spe-
cial “lumber company” prosecutors from
Coeur d’Alene, Potts and Wernette. Every
attempt was made by the State to secure
a prejudiced jury, resort being had to the
time-worn expedient of a special venire
summoned by a friendly coroner from the
streets and countryside. Every fact charged
against Guiney was admitted by the defense
except that the “organization advocated
crime, violence, sabotage and unlawful
methods of terrorism as a means of accom-
plishing political or industrial reform.” And
upon this issue alone the case was pre-
sented to the jury.

The State had massed its forces for a
“‘test case,” and in order that the case might
be a test in the broadest possible sense the
defense waived all other questions. After

a nine-day trial, with every circumstance
against him, the defendant won a compara-
tively speedy verdict of ¢Not Guilty.”
Why?

Because it was virtually admitted that the
lumber trust passed the criminal syndicalism
law to strike at the I. W. W_, because it was
prosecuted by their special attorneys; and
finally because it was conclusively proven
that the strikes which had been in progress
all summer were the most orderly imagin-
able; that the I. W. W. suppressed all dis-
order, intoxication and violence and not only
did not destroy property but, on the con-
trary, saved a half million dollars’ worth of
timber in Idaho and Montana from destruc-
tion by fire. All these facts were generously
attested by fire wardens and local peace offi-
cers in a manner which left no room for
dispute.

Finally the I. W. W. proved conclusively
not only that it did not advocate violence,
etc., but that it opposed and deplored it not
only because it was wrong morally and “no
principle could be settled that way,” but also
because it always resulted in the introduc-
tion of troops and the loss of the strike. In
other words, the strike ceased to be a strug-
gle with the employer whom they could hope
to defeat and became a clash with the au-
thorities, with whom they had no quarrel
and sought none.

In this case the I. W. W. ably defended
the principle of its preamble that the em-
ployer and the employee have nothing in
common and that the wage system is utterly
wrong and must be abolished hefore true
democracy and real freedom can exist in
the United States.
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Finally, the time thus gained must be
utilized as skilfully as possible to capture
- the souls of the young men. Various
means are employed for that purpose.

All human weaknesses and senses
must be appealed to to serve the system
of military education, exactly as is done
in the church. Ambition and vanity are
stimulated, the soldier’s coat is repre-
sented as the most distinguished of all
coats, the soldier’s honor is lauded as be-
ing of special excellence, and the soldier’s
status is trumpeted forth as the most im-
portant and distinguished and is indeed
endowed with many privileges. The love
of finery is appealed to by turning the
uniform, contrary to its purely military
purpose, into a gay masquerade dress, to
comply with the coarse tastes of those
lower classes who are to be fascinated.
All kinds of little glittering marks of dis-
tinction, marks of honor, cords for profi-
ciency in shooting, etc., serve to satisfy
the same low instinct, the love for finery
and swagger. Many a soldier has had his
woes soothed by the regimental band to
which, next to the glittering gew-gaw of
the uniforms and the pompous military
ostentation, is due the greatest part of
that unreserved popularity which our
“magnificent war army” can amply boast
of among children, fools, servant-girls and
the riff-raff. Whoever has but once seen
the notorious public attending the parades
and the crowds following the mounting
of the Berlin palace guard must be clear
on that point. It is sufficiently known
that the popularity of the military uni-
form thus actually created among certain
portions of the civilian population, is a
factor of considerable importance to al-
lure the uneducated elements of the army.

The lower the mentality of the soldiers,
the lower their social condition, the bet-
ter is the effect of all these means; for
such elements are not only more easily
deceived by tinsel and finery on account
of their weak faculty of discernment, but
to them the difference between the level
of their former civilian existence and
their military position also appears to be
particularly great and striking. There is
thus a tragical conflict going on, in as
much as those means have less effect with
the intelligent industrial proletarian for
whom they are intended in the first line,

MILITARISM

than with those elements that need hgrdly
be influenced in that direction, for the
present at least, since they furnish with-
out them a sufficiently docile military
raw material. However those means may
in their case, too, contribute to the greser-
vation of the “spirit” approved of by mili-
tarism. The same purpose is served by
regimental festivals, the celebration of
the Emperor’s birthday, and other con-
trivances.

When everything has been done to get
the soldier into the mood of drunkenness,
as it were, to narcotize his soul, to inflame
his feelings and imagination, his reason
must be worked upon systematically.
The daily military school lesson begins
in which it is sought to drum into the sol-
dier a childish, distorted view of the
world, properly trimmed up for the pur-
poses of militarism. This instruction, too,
which is mostly given by entirely in-
capable and uneducated people, has no
effect whatever on the more intelligent
industrial proletarians, who are quite
often much more intelligent than their
instructors. It is an experiment on an
unsuitable material, an arrow rebounding
on him that shot it. That has only lately
been proved, in a controversy with Gen-
eral Liebert about the anti-socialist in-
struction of soldiers, by The Post and Max
Lorenz, with the acumen generated by
the capitalist competition for profits.

To produce the necessary pliability and
tractableness of will pipe-clay service, the
discipline of the barracks, the canoniza-
tion of the officer’s and non-commissioned
officer’s coat, which in many respects ap-
pears to be truly sacrosanct and legibus
solutus, have to do service, in short, dis-
cipline and control which bind the soldier
as in fetters of steel in regard to all he
does and thinks, on duty and off duty.
Each and every one is ruthlessly bent,
pulled and stretched in all directions in
such a manner that the strongest back
runs danger of being broken in bits and
either bends or breaks.

The most attractive bait that is em-
ployed to make up and fill the important
standing formations of the army is the
system of reéngagement of men whose
time has expired, who are given a chance
to earn premiums as non-commissioned
officers and are promised employment in

\
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the civil service after they leave the army.
It is a most cunningly devised and dan-
gerous institution which also infects our
whole public life with the militaristic
virus, as will be shown further on.

The whip of militarism, the method by
which it forces men to obey, reveals itself
above all in the disciplinary system, in the
military penal law with its ferocious
threats for the slightest resistance against
the so-called military spirit, in the mili-
tary judiciary with its semi-mediaval
procedure, with its habit of meting out
the most inhuman and barbaric punish-
ments for the slightest insubordination
and its mild treatment of the transgres-
sions committed by superiors against
their subordinates, with its habit of jug-
gling away, almost on principle, the sol-
dier’s right of self-defence against his
superiors. Nothing can arouse more
bitter feeling against militarism and noth-
ing can at the same time be more instruc-
tive than a simple perusal of the articles
of war and the records of the military
penal cases.

Thus they attempt to tame men as they
tame animals. Thus the recruits are
drugged, confused, flattered, bribed, op-
pressed, imprisoned, polished and beaten;
thus one grain is added to the other and
mixed and kneaded to furnish the mortar
for the immense edifice of the army ; thus
one stone is laid upon the other in a well
calculated fashion to form a bulwark
against the forces of subversion.

That all those methods of alluring, dis-
ciplining and coercing the soldier partake
of the nature of a weapon in the class-
struggle is made evident by the institu-
tion of the one-year volunteer. [Young
men with high-school education, which
in Germany can hardly be attained by
youths belonging to the working class,
have the privilege of serving but one year
instead of two, paying for their food,
lodgings, uniform, etc.] The bourgeois
offspring, destined to become an officer of
the reserves, is generally above the sus-
picion of harboring anti-capitalist, anti-
militarist or subversive ideas of any
description. Consequently he is not sent
out of his home district, he need not live
in the barracks, nor is he obliged to at-
tend the military school or the church,
and he is even spared a large part of the
pipe-clay drill. Of course, if he falls into
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the clutches of discipline and the military
penal law, it is exceptional and usually
with harmless results, and the habitual
oppressors of the soldiers, tho they
frequently nourish a hatred against all
“educated people,” only rarely venture to
lay hands on him. The education of offi-
cers furnishes a second striking proof for
this thesis.

Of exceptional importance for the dis-
cipline of an army is the codperation of
masses of men which does away with the
initiative of the individual to a large ex-
tent. In the army each individual is
chained to all the rest like a galley slave,
and is almost incapable of acting with
freedom. The combined force of the hun-
dreds of thousands forming the army
prevents him with an overwhelming pow-
er from making the slightest movement
of his own volition. All the parts of this
tremendous organism, or rather of this
tremendous machinery are not only sub-
ject-to the suggestive influence of the
word of command, but also to a separate
hypnotism, a mass suggestion whose in-
fluence, however, would be impotent on an
army composed of enlightened and reso-
lute opponents of militarism.

The two tasks of militarism, as will be
seen, do not at all harmonize always in
the department of military education, but
are often at cross-purposes. That is not
only true of training, but also in regard
to equipment. War training demands
ever more imperatively a continuously
growing measure of initiative on the part
of the soldier. As a “watch-dog of capi-
tal” the soldier does not require any init-
iative, he is not even allowed to possess
it, if his qualification as a suicide is not
to be destroyed. In short, war against
the foreign foe requires men; war against
the foe at home, slaves, machines. And
as regards equipment and clothes the
gaudy uniforms, the glittering buttons
and helmets, the flags, the parades, the
cavalry charges and all the rest of the
nonsense can not be dispensed with for
producing the spirit necessary for the bat-
tle against the interior enemy, tho
in a war against the exterior enemy all
these things would positively bring about
a calamity; they are simply impossible.
That tragical conflict, the numerous as-
pects of which can not be dealt with ex-
haustively in this book, has not been
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comprehended by the well-intentioned
critics of our militarism, who in their sim-
plicity only use the standard applicable to
a system of training for war.

That antagonism of interests within

militarism itself, that self-contradiction
from which it suffers, has the tendency of
becoming more and more acute. Which
of the two opposing sets of interest gets
the upper hand depends at a given time
on the relation existing between the ten-
sion in home and foreign politics. Here
we see clearly a potential self-destruction
of militarism.

When the war against the interior
enemy, in case of an armed revolution,
puts such great demands on military art
that dressed-up slaves and machines no
longer suffice to fight him down the last
hour of the violent domination of the
minority, of capitalistic oligarchy will
also have struck.

It is of sufficient importance for us to
note that the described military spirit as
such confuses and leads astray the prole-
tarian class-consciousness and that mili-
tarism, by infecting our whole public life,
serves capitalism with that spirit in all
other directions, apart from the purely
military, for instance, by creating and
promoting proletarian docility in face of
economic, social and political exploita-
tion and by thwarting as much as possible
the struggle for the liberation of the work-
ing class.

SOLDIERS AS THE COMPETITORS OF FREE
WORKERS

As a functionary of capitalism militar-
ism fully understands that its greatest
and mrost sacred task is that of increasing
the profits of the employing class. Thus
it thinks itself authorized and even
obliged to place the soldiers, officially or
semi-officially, as beasts of burden at the
disposal of employers, particularly the
junkers, who use the soldiers to supply
that want of farm hands which has been
caused by the inhuman exploitation and
brutal treatment of the farm laborers.

To send soldiers to help with the harvest
is a practice as constantly met with as
it is detrimental and inimical to the in-
terests of labor. It reveals, like the
system of soldier-servants, the whole
mischievous and stupid humbug behind
the arguments which are used by those

MILITARISM. _ -

monomaniacs of the- goose-step and the
parade drill to show the purely military
necessity of a long period of military
service, and awakens not very flattering
reminiscences of the company system of
the time before the crash of Jena. More
complicated are the numerous cases in
which the post office and the railroad
management temporarily employ soldiers
at times of heavy traffic, but they should
also be mentioned in this connection.

By sending soldiers. under military
command to act as strike-breakers militar-
ism interferes directly with the struggle
of labor to emancipate itself. We need
only point to the case of the present com-
mander of the Imperial Anti-socialist
Union, Lieutenant-General v. Liebert,
who even as a simple colonel had compre-
hended in 1896 that strikes are a calamity,
like a conflagration or inundation, of
course, a calamity for the employers
whose protecting spirit and executive
officer he felt himself to be.

As regards Germany, a special notor-
iety attaches to the method of gently
pushing the men released from military
service into the ranks of the strike-break-
ers, a method practised as late as the sum-
mer of 1906 during the Nuremberg strike.

Of much greater importance are three
events that occurred outside of Germany.
In the first place we must mention the
military strike-breaking on a large scale
that took place during the Dutch general
railroad strike in January, 1903, and
which had its crowning achievement in
the law withdrawing from the railroad
workers the right to organize. In- the
second place we refer to the military
strike-breaking on a large scale during
the general strike of the Hungarian rail-
road workers in 1904, on which occa-
sion the military administration went
farther still and not only commanded the
men in active military service to break
the strike, illegally keeping them with the
colors beyond their period of service, but
had the impudence to mobilize the rail-
road workers of the first and second re-
serves and such other men of the military
reserves as had the necessary technical
equipment, and force them into strike-
breaking service on the railroad under
military discipline.  Finally, military
strike-breaking on a large scale was re-
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sorted to during the Bulgarian railroad
strike which was proclaimed on January
3, 1917. Of no less importance is the
campaign inaugurated at the beginning
of the month of December, 1906, in Hun-
gary by the minister for agriculture in
conjunction with the minister of war
against the right of combination and the
strikes of agricultural laborers, in which
campaign stress was laid upon the desir-
ability of thoughtfully training soldfers
to serve as bands of strike-breakers in
harvest-time.

The fact that military education syste-
matically fosters strike-breaking propen-
sities and that the workmen released from
the active army become dangerous to the
struggling proletariat, on account of their
readiness to attack the members of their
own class in the rear, must also be
counted among the international mili-
taristic achievements.

Military authorities everywhere have al-
ways been convinced of the capitalist truth
of the saying that the Hydra of revolution
is lurking behind every strike. The army
is therefore always ready to put to flight
with sabre and gun the disobedient slaves
of the capitalist whenever the fists, sabres
and pistols of the police are not immediately
effective in so-called strike riots. That is
true in regard to all the capitalist countries
and also, of course, in the highest degree of
Russia, which, as a whole, is not yet a capi-
talist country, and which can not be consid-
ered as typical in this respect on account
of special political and cultural conditions.
Tho Italy and Austria are among the
greatest sinners, they are surpassed by the
states enjoying a republican or semi-republi-
can form of government. In judging his-
torically the value of the republican form
of government under the capitalist economic
system it is of the greatest importance to
point out persistently that, apart from Eng-
land, there were no countries where the sol-
diery was so willing to suppress strikes for
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the benefit of the employers and behaved
so bloodthirstily and recklessly as the re-
publican or semi-republican countries, like
Belgium and France, with which the freest
countries of the world, Switzerland and
America, can easily bear comparison. Rus-
sia is, of course, in this respect, as in all
spheres of cruelty, beyond comparison. Bar-
barism and worse than barbarism—the sav-
ageness of the beast characterizes the gen-
eral civilization of her ruling classes and is
the natural inclination of her militarism,
which has literally bathed itself, ever since
the first timid stirrings of the proletariat, in
the blood of peaceful workmen who in mon-
strous misery were crying for deliverance.
One must not cite any particular event, as
that would mean tearing in a petty and arbi-
trary spirit a link out of an endless chain.
For every drop of proletarian blood that has
been shed in the economic struggle in all the
other countries taken together, Czarism has
crushed a proletarian body, in order to sup-
press the most modest beginnings of a labor
movement.

An employment of military pawer similar
in its nature we observe in the activities of
the colonial armies and constabularies
against those natives of the colonies who
will not willingly allow themselves to be
brought under the yoke of the meanest ex-
ploitation and greed. However, we can not
deal more fully with this particular subject.

It must still be mentioned that often no
sharp distinction can be made in this con-
nection between the army proper and the
constabulary and the police; they work to-
gether intimately, they replace and supple-
ment one another and belong closely to-
gether, if for no other reason than that the
quality which counts here—a violent com-
bative temper, a willingness and readiness
to sabre the people resolutely and ruthlessly,
is also, in the case of the police and con-
stabulary, mainly a genuine product of the
barracks, a fruit of military education and
training.



33 MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
The Met Income (A.mount Applicable to Dividends on Stock) of a Few of the Companies of

These Gentlemen Are OMicers or Directors

NOTE.—These figures are omclal being those published in the companies’ own annual reports.

1916
$ 16,488,622

14,789,163
32,679,736

28,789,660
8,898,464

5,982,617
18,079,889

18,689,628

38,018,278
11,226,208

2,171,650
11,455,107
2,068,475
8,611,245

7,201,680
1,280,800

16,489,201
1,643,266

8,327,096
4,884,687

12,286,826

4,564,068
8,819,295

5,445,627
4,247,858

67,941,834
7,673,184

21,974,263
7,962,983
3,532,126

39,738,676
12,084,166
12,627,948
16,002,051

271,631,780

12,218,234
13,567,970
23,252,248
2,629,221
43,593,968
7,301,968
2,104,478
10,991,670
3,449,710
13,898,861
21,777,162

6,863,819

Pre-war
Average for
1911,°12,'13
JULIUS ROSENWALD, Advisory Commission
Sears, ROGDUCK & CO...ccvtvtvuirnenonnencanoceeneeenennnas $ 8,111,739
3. J. BERWIND, Committee on Coal Prodnctlon
Republic Iron & Steel....... [ e tie s et e 2,426,106
Atchison, Topeka & SANA F€. o nnnvr i 21,061,681
J. . BSTOREOW, Committee on Coal Production
General Motors Corporation. . ...oveeeeeneenneeaiiieereenanns 4,890,672
U. 8. Smelting, Reflning & Mlnlng. [ 3,662,989
8. M. VAUCLAIN, Munitions Standards Board
Baldwin Locomotive Works .............................. 4,406,167
Westlnghouse Electric & Manufacturing k.o ............... 3,222,311
FP. 0. P Munitions Standards Board
Cioneral L1a0tele Gon . O oo eee e, 12,066,474
THEO. N. VAIL, Committee on Telegraphs and !l.'olnphonn
American Telephone & Telegraph Co......... ceeecans P 30,906,433
United States Rubber...........o00v000 [N 5,731,877
W. D. SIMMONS, Commercial :i‘.oonomy Board
AB880C. SImMmons Hardware......coceetsecesnocecssonanness e 440,907
N. 0. XINGBBURY, Committee on !olomphl md !I.'olnphonu
American Sugar Reflning.......coivvvetiniennnnnn e 6,181,641
J. ¥. McELWAIN, Oommittn on Shoo and Leather maum-u
W. H. McElwain CO.vvennn Ceeeen e tieaetece e 704,815
A. B. THIELENS, lnboommlttn ‘on ery Vehicles
Studebaker Corporation........ feeessesaeseat s 1,913,100
ANDREW FLETCHER, Committes on Railroad '.I.'rl.nsporhuon
American Locomotive CO.....ccevevenvns Ceeesaeranas 3,376,329
Wm. Cramp & Sons Ship & Engme Bullding Co Ceresebeeaans 464,087
W. G. GARRITT, Committee on Shoe and Leather md.uh-ul
Central Leatiler GO0 vt iettiannnsnstenonssnsnennennnsoncsesns 3,472,804
CHAS. P. HEALL, Committee on Shoe snd’ mthor I‘ndnltrln
American Hide & Leather Co..... et et erese s e e 334,198
JULIUS KESSLER, Committee on Alcohol
Distillers Securities Corporation.............. .00l 614,791
U. 8. Ind. Alcohol CO. ..ttt inontenenennronacenonnsensnenans 868,951
WM. H. NICHOLS, com.m.lm. on Chemiocals
General Chemical Co Ceteeeraes 2,693,301
Miami Copper Co. . Ceeeeeaannn 1,296,602
Pittsburgh Steel CO..vvvvvrrnrvnnnernns e 1,194,865
Granby Consolidated Mining, Smeltlng & Power Co .......... 466,337
HORACE BOWKER, Committee on Fertilizers
American Agricultural Chemical Co......cvevevicveacrnvenns 2,608,943
HAMLIN CHILDS, Subocommittee on cosl Tar By-Products
Barrett CoO....veeeeeniooceciosscansossssannsans Creteeeeiaana 1,366,233
JOEN D. RYAN, Cooperative Committee on coppor
Anaconda Copper MININg..... ..ot receonnnsanonnanconnna 11,741,186
Greene Cananea CoPPer. ... cc.veeurereresosatansterssoeonnns 2,104,603
JAMES MOLEAN, coo rative committoo on coppor
Phelps, Dodge o PN 7,442,399
American Can Co.......c.cvnenveenn. et et senrer et 4,476,101
Old Dominion Co....vverenetiereeeeoasensoansosssesanenens 1,051,792
OCHAS. M. MacNEILL, momuvo commltm on coppor
Utah Copper Co...covvvneenns i eeen et e ea e e 7,733,435
Ray Consolidated Copper Co.vvivvnnnns Ceereeas Ch et 1,634,365
Chino Copper Co....covvevvvunnns e icieenter et enannenns 1,772,421
Nevada Consolidated CoOPDer......cccoctetttsenrocaronnsanens 3,647,361
BLBERT H. GARY, Committee on Steel ud Steel Products
U. S. Steel COrP. . viriveeetaneeosraensessnsatasssasssasssensns 63,685,777
B. A. 8. CLARKE, Committee on Bteel and Steel Prodncti
Lackawanna Steel CoO.....v octeettreeecroasossnesenassnnces 1,282,499
AMBROSE MONELL, Cooperative com.m.ittoo on Nickel
International Nickel......... .ot ieerciniiniieeanonns e 4,354,668
MURRY GUGGENHEIM, COopontivo Committee on Copper
American Smelting & Refining. ... ...c.vieiiieiiiineiianna, 10,994,166
THOS. P. MANVILLE, Committee on Asbestos, mg'nuh. and Roofing
H. W. Johns-Manville Co......iiiuieiieinerrrannnsorscennns 916,239
CHAS. M. SCHWAB, Committee on Bteel and Steel Products
Bethlehem Steel CoOrP. ..o veiantesestttiocenssnnsesneennnas 3,075,108
CEAS. W. BAXKER, Cooperative Committee on Einc
Amerlcan Zlnc, Lead & Smelting. .. ..c.iiiiiiiiiiennennnnnns 87,691
N. BRUCE MacKELVIE, Cooperative Committes on Zinc
Nova Scotla Steel & Coal. ... ittt ieitineronnnnannenna. 542,590
OCHAS. P. BROOKER, Cooperative Committee on nrm
American Brass [, o T S 2,096,172
R. L. AGABSBIE, Cooperative Committes on coppor
Ahmeek MiIining Co......iiitiiiiiiiitniieenneennennnennn. 847,697
B. 0. LUFKIN, Cooperative Committee on ofl
Texas COMIPANIY ottt ettt e tat s evononenennnnennnnneeeneessns 3,856,667
P. A. 8. PRANKLIN, Committes on lh.!pplng'
Internanonal Mercantile Marine Co.«........ueeenenenernnn.. 971,165
MOSES L. SHUTTLEWORTH, Committee on Woolen Manufactures
American Woolen Co...... e ssataaaaaia e 1,754,793
$280,777,927
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Patriots and Profits

By Amos Pinchot

Chairman of the American Committee on War Finance

Amos Pinchot has published a powerful arraignment of the great industrial corporations
that are making huge excess profits out of the war. He has gathered valuable statisttics show-
ing the enormous toll that is being taken by the basic industries that are furnishing the
government and the people with its necessaries. The resulting document is one that deserves
careful consideration at the hands of the Congressmen and editors to whom it was sent,
and of all others who wish to follow the major domestic issues of the war. Mr. Pinchot
selects as his target the industrial leaders who constitute the advisory boards of the Council
of National Defense. He shows that in many instances they are directors or officers in the
corporations that are profiting enormously from war business. After a scathing attack on
these men, whom he likens to a school of sharks tearing at the flesh of a defenseless whale,
he turns to the war revenue bill with its 30 per cent tax on excess profits, contrasts it with
the British tax of 80 per cent, demolishes the arguments of the Congressmen, financiers and
publicists who opposed a higher rate for this country, and appeals to public opinion to force
a change in policy at the next session of Congress,

* * *

War profits aside, our vast accumulations of wealth in the hands of a few men controll-

ing our natural resources and the basic industries dependent on them are a national scandal.
These accumulations are being added to at the rate of hundreds of millions a month while

price fixing waits on the gathering of the requisite dats.—The Public.

HE following is quoted from a let-
ter to the Conference Committee of
the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives by Amos Pinchot:

The Council of National Defense

The condition to which I want to call
your attention, is that some of our princi-
pal financiers and captains of industry,
who have been called by the government
to serve upon the Council of National De-
fense, are the main offenders in the un-
patriotic business of discrediting the war
by commercializing it. In close co-opera-
tion with the government, in daily
conference with our highest executive
officers, these men are combining two ir-
reconcilable functions. They are sitting
in the morning as foremost patriots, ac-
tively directing the mobilization of Amer-
ica’s resources, and they are spending
their afternoons in taking advantage of
the necessity of the people and the gov-
ernment by making legalized, but none-
theless destructive, financial raids upon
them—raids so profitable as to make us
" look back, almost with gratitude, at the
comparative moderation of American
profiteers during the Civil War.

I append a list of some members of the
Council of National Defense, who also sit
as officers or directors of corporations
which are making money out of the war.

The corporations mentioned are only a
very small minority of the great number
of war-profiting concerns, over which
these and other géntlemen on the Council
of National Defense preside and of which
they are, in many instances, the largest
owners. Yet the figures which accom-
pany the list show that, in the year 1916,
these forty-eight companies, a mere drop
in the bucket compared with the total list,
netted over $900,000,000 out of the Amer-
ican public, the government and the
Allies. This is roughly $640,000,000 more
than their average annual net earnings
during the pre-war period of 1911 to 1913.
In other words, the net earnings of these
companies,. applicable to dividends, in
1916 is more than three times the average
net earnings, similarly applicable, in the
pre-war period. .Moreover, although it
does not appear from the table of figures
which I.-have made up for you, these com-
panies have, for the most part, not only
made out of the war the gigantic profits
appearing in their annual reports (100,
200, 300, 400, and even as high as 1,200
per cent above their normal profits) but
they have also paid as they went along
for the extensions in their plans that
have been constructed since the European
war began; thus bringing up their actual
earnings to still higher levels.
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While the figures for 1917 are not gen-
erally available, yet such official reports
as we have for the first half of the year
indicate that the war profits will be very
much greater this year than last. For
instance, in 1916, the Central Leather
Company netted $15,489,201. It is esti-
mated that in 1917 it will net over $24,-
000,000. In 1916, the Republic Iron &
Steel Company netted $14,789,163. This
year it will, net over $22,000,000. In 1916,
the United States Steel Corporation
netted $271,531,730. It will probably net
over $550,000,000 this year. In 1916, the
Granby Consolidated Mining, Smelting
& Power Company netted $3,819,295. In
1917, it will net about $5,000,000. In
1916, the Ray Consolidated Copper Com-
pany netted $12,084,166. In 1917, it will
probably net $14,500,000. In 1916, the
Chino Copper Company netted $12,527,-
948. In 1917, it will net about $13,600,-
000. In 1916, the Lackawanna Steel Com-
pany netted $12,218,234. In 1917, it will
probably net $24,000,000. In 1916, the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
netted $32,579,735. In 1917, it is esti-
mated it will net $40,751,417. There is
every indication, therefore, that 1917 will
be a bumper year, in which America’s
profiteers, whether on the Council of Na-
tional Defense or not, will accumulate
from the war sums of money that will be
unparalleled in financial history.

The excess war profits in 1916 of the
forty-eight corporations mentioned (that
is their net profits above the average for
the pre-war period) were, as I have said,
according to their own figures, about
$640,000,000. In 1917, the excess profits
of these same companies will be as high
as $1,200,000,000. For, considering only
the eight companies whose 1917 figures
are mentioned above, they show an esti-
mated excess in 1917 over 1916 of more
than $318,000,000. If these eight com-
panies were the only ones in the whole
list which 1917 war profits proved greater
than those of 1916, it would bring the
1917 total of excess profits to over $958,-
000,000; so that an estimate of $1,200,-
000,000 excess war profits for 1917 for the
whole list does not seem excessive.

A series of interesting inquiries are
suggested by the above citations of war
profits:

= PATRIOTS AND PROFITS

1. I have mentioned only thirty-three
members of the Council of National De-
fense, and only a few of the war profiting
corporations of which they are officers,
directors and stockholders. Many of them
are officers, directors and owners of a
dozen or more war profiting concerns.
Now, if the forty-eight corporations I
have mentioned will make $1,200,000 in
excess profits in 1917, how much will be
made by the total number over which
these gentlemen preside?

2. The Council of National Defense
consists of over 280 men; 170 or more are
connected with corporations doing war
profiting business. If the thirty-three
gentlemen I have mentioned represent
companies which are making $1,200,000,-
000 in war profits this year, what will be
the war profits of all the companies in
which all the members of the Council of
National Defense are represented as
officers or directors?

3. Again, if forty-eight companies are
making $1,200,000,000 in war profits this
year, how much will all of the large war
profiting companies in the country make?
They certainly will make double what the
forty-eight are making, perhaps three or
four times as much. Supposing they only
make double as much. This would be $2,-
400,000,000. Supposing they make three
times as much (and this is a conservative
estimate), it will come to $3,600,000,000,
or a sum a little larger than the total
money cost of the Civil War.

Can American Business Pay War Taxes?

It will not satisfy the public for Con-
gressmen to point out that England ad-
vanced her taxation of profits and in-
comes gradually, and to argue from this
that America must be careful not to kill
business by levying heavy taxes in the
first year of our war. This argument is
so obviously false that one is surprised at
its constant repetition. Men of intelli-
gence will not swallow it, for in it there
is not even a thin shaving of truth be-
tween the thick layers of unsound special
pleading. In reality, our corporations are
far better able to pay an 80 per cent war
profits tax today than the English cor-
porations are, from the very fact that the
former have had immunity from war tax-
ation in two enormously profitable years,
1915 and 1916, during which they have
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paid large dividends, .increased their
plants, paid off most of the cost of such
increase and rolled up immense surplus.

When we remember, in connection
with this, that the 1917 war profits will be
so great that, after the 31 per cent tax
proposed by the Senate is deducted, the
corporations will still be able to distribute
to their stockholders over twice as much
as during the pre-war period, we see why
newspapers, like the Journal of Commerce
and the Evening Sun and a host of others,
have come out in favor of the Senate Fi-
nance bill. They feel that such a tax
upon business is highly satisfactory; and
editorially, they admonish the rich not to
complain about the proposed levy, lest a
further analysis of it should disclose the
dimensions of the war profits which it as-
sures to the exploiters.

England levies a flat 80 per cent tax on
war profits. Let us see what such a tax
would mean to our more prosperous cor-
porations, remembering, meanwhile, that
it is, quite rightly, agreed by all factions
in Congress that corporations which have
made small excess profits shall be taxed
very little or entirely exempted. Again
using the Steel Corporation as an ex-
ample, its average profits for 1911, 1912
and 1913 were $63,500,000. Its net profits
for 1917 will, as estimated, be over $550,-
000,000 ; deducting $63,500,000 from $550,-
000,000—to get the amount taxable as war
profits under the English plan—we get
$486,500,000. Now suppose, as is pro-
posed by the liberals in Congress, our
government follows England and takes 80
per cent of this by a war profits tax and
allows the corporation to retain the re-
maining 20 per cent. This would give the
government $389,200,000 and allow the
Steel Corporation to retain $97,300,000—
a sum larger than it ever made in any
year from its organization up to 1915 in-
clusive, plus the $63,500,000 of “pre-war
profits” not subject to the war profits tax
under the English plan. Thus we have
$160,800,000 to be retained and distributed
by the corporation among its stockhold-
ers. This is much more than double the
average earnings of the corporation dur-
ing the most prosperous three years’
period in its history. It would seem to an
outsider that it should be enough to keep
the officers, directors and stockholders

353

from feeling they are being victimized by
a hostile Congress, quitting their jobs and
leaving the government in the lurch. But
apparently that is not the way they look
at it. Not at all. Anyone who suggests
even half as big a tax is looked upon as
an assassin of business; he is denounced
as a plotter against American enterprise
and a traitor to the war. And yet this
tidy little sum of $160,800,000, which
seems inadequate to keep the patriotism
of big business in working order, would
enable the corporation to pay its bond
interest, 7 per ecent on $360,000,000 pre-
ferred stock and 26.6 per cent on its $508,-
000,000 common stock. In Heaven's
name, what do these gentlemen want?

Our expenses for this fiscal year will be
at least $9,000,000,000 above receipts, on
the basis of present laws. That means
that we must raise $9,000,000,000 by taxes
and bonds. Besides this, Congress has
already organized loans of about $3,000,-
000,000 to other governments. If we go
on at this rate, we will lend an additional
$4,000,000,000 to the Allies before the
fiscal year’s end. Since the latter part of
April, and up to less than a month ago,
we have advanced money to them at the
rate of about $20,000,000 a day. But
considering only the $9,000,000,000 deficit,
this ought to be a big enough financial
burden for the people to bear. They are
not unjustified in feeling it is enough for
them to fight against the greatest military
power the world has ever seen, for the
men to be shipped abroad and die on for-
eign soil, for the women and children to
stay at home in sorrow and experience
the pinch of poverty, and for the farmers
and wage earners to produce the extraor-
dinary wealth that the war demands,
without the additional load of enriching,
beyond all dreams, a small privileged
class that has not humanity enough to
delay its internal attacks upon a war-
burdened country until after the crisis is
over.

The Cause of Disorganization

Another phase of the situation which
should, but apparently does not, com-
mend itself to Congress, is that as well
as generally undermining the war’s moral
and physical strength, an unwise revenue
bill, such as is being framed by Congress,
invites national disorganization. For, by
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leaving untaxed the bulk of the immense
wealth accumulated in war profits, it ob-
viously invites every farmer to hold his
product back for higher prices, and every
workman to strike for higher wages. If
the rich, who do not particularly need the
money, are going to make a killing out
of the war, why should not ordinary peo-
ple make a good living during it? The
farmer has not made money out of the
war, in spite of the high prices we pay
for his products. He, too, has been the
victim of the high cost of living, of the
trust, the manipulator, the food pirate.
He has sold his crops at fair prices and
then watched the gamblers hold them
back. The farmer is willing to do his
share in the war; he is willing to work
from dawn to dark, but he is not erlcour-
aged in patriotic sacrifice by the knowl-
edge that he is being robbed while he
works by some of the very people who
are sitting in places of authority, fixing
the price of his products and advising
him to get up a little earlier, go to bed
later—and eat less for the war’s sake.

As for the workingman, take the case
of Phelps, Dodge & Co. in Arizona. Their
mines were the scene of the activities of
the I. W. W., who in Bisbee urged the
employes to strike. The net earnings of
Phelps, Dodge & Co. in the pre-war
period averaged $7,442,539 a year. In
1916, the net earnings were $21,974,263.
God knows what they will be this year.
Does any intelligent man suppose that, if
Phelps, Dodge & Co., instead of taking
the $14,000,000 above average earnings
out of the people and the government,
had sold copper at a reasonable price or
paid their employes a fair share of their
abnormal profits, there would have been
any labor troubles in their district? If
they had done this, instead of acting the
unpatriotic part of greedy war profiteers,
neither the I. W. W. nor any other labor
organization in the world could have per-
suaded the men to make trouble for their
employers. The deportation of I. W. W.
leaders from Bisbee was ill advised. If
somebody had to be deported on account
of the strike, it should have beén those
who were truly responsible for it—and
they were not at Bisbee.

Again, suppose the wage earner is an
employe of the U. S. Steel Corporation.
His employer is netting about $550,000,-
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000 this year as against the pre-war
average of $63,500,000. This, too, is an
invitation to strike for more pay. If the
employes do so, however, they are de-
nounced by the press as undesirable citi-
zens under the influence of the Kaiser’s
money. The government and Mr. Gom-
pers descend on the plant at the lunch hour
and say, “Boys, be patriotic, don’t strike.
We are at war; this is no time for discord.
Capital and labor must fight hand in hand.
You and your employers must have only
one thought till the war is over, and that
thought is to make the world safe for
democracy, irrespective of sordid personal
gain.” '

To an outsider, neither in the labor nor
the capitalist camp, it would seem more
helpful to the country if those in author-
ity descended on the directors’ meeting
instead of on the employes, and said to
our Mr. Garys, Mr. Ryans, Mr. DuPonts,
and Mr. Armours, “Boys, be patriotic;
don’t rob the public. Remember we are at
war. This is no time to exploit either
your country or your employes. Lower
your prices; raise your wages; declare no
record dividends. You are dividing class
against class by your price and wage
policy. You are hurting the war; you are
giving it a bad name. Wait till after it’s
over, if you want to make big money.
Don’t assume that your stockholders are
hogs. America has her load to carry now.
The people are poor; don’t make them
poorer; they need food to fight on, to
work on. Be patriotic, if you want your
country to be successful. Play the game
like good sports. You were Americans
before you were directors. Be Americans
now.”

Our Capitalistic Patriots

But we must not be impatient with our
friends who are fighting high war taxes.
Let us rather see if we can understand
their point of view. They argue that war
taxes on incomes and excess profits must
be kept low for the benefit of business.
And I think they are sincere about it, too.
Consequently in the New York Times we
have read communications from the dig-
nified pen of Mr. Otto H. Kahn, warning
us against high income taxes. He says
business will skip to Canada if heavily
levied upon in the United States. Here
are his words of warning:



“Capital would go into hiding. It might
even take wing to other countries, for
instance, to the country at our very door,
Canada, where there is no Federal income
tax at all, and hardly any State income
tax.”

And again he says:

“There can be little question that, if
our income taxation is fixed at unduly
and unnecessarily high rates, while Can-
ada has none or only a very moderate in-
come tax, men of enterprise will seek that
country and there will be a large outflow
to it of capital—a development which can-
not be without effect upon our own pros-
perity, resources, and economic power.”

Now, although I do not share Mr.
Kahn’s exceedingly low opinion of the
patriotism of American business men, I
do not doubt his own patriotism. Not-
withstanding the fact that it is only a
few years ago since he proposed to re-
nounce his American citizenship and be-
come a British subject, and even went so
far as to get nominated and actually start
running for Parliament, I do not doubt
Mr. Kahn's loyalty. But that is neither
here nor there (as, indeed, one might
have remarked of Mr. Kahn’s citizenship
at ‘that time). Mr. Kahn is earnest, and
so, no doubt, is Senator Simmons; but
their minds work along business rather
than human lines; and they cannot pull
themselves out of their old rut of thought
long enough to realize that a war, in
which a million or two Americans may
perish and the vast majority of the popu-
lation suffer economic distress, is a big
human problem—big enough to even war-
rant us in asking business to work for
something short of usurious interest; big
enough also, to make decent business men
entirely willing to do so.

More effectively than any other promi-
nent member of the business fraternity,
Mr. Kahn has written against large war
taxes, but there is in his reasoning (as in
that of many rich men, some of them Sen-
ators and Congressmen) always an isola-
tion from the human values of the situa-
tion. Let @s illustrate. Since the war
began, Mr. Kahn has built himself an
enormous Fifth Avenue palace, costing
several millions, and, on Long Island, he
has constructed for his use perhaps the
most magnificent country place in Amer-
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ica, a subject of very just pride to the
architect.

Certainly there is nothing wrong or
illegal about building Eighteenth Century
palaces with 150 rooms and 30 bathrooms.
Although the ladies’ auxiliary defense
committees might possibly be-justified in
sending notices to the rich asking them
not to build palaces at the same time that
they send bulletins to the poor telling
them not to overeat. But I do not believe
any man could do this who felt what the
war meant to the people. No doubt, it
gives work to thousands, though work
unproductive of the things we need in
war. Yet the fact that thousands of
school children a few miles away in New
York are unable to maintain their grades
on account of malnutrition, the fact that
the cost of living has gone up 80 per cent
since the war began, while wages have
risen less than 20 per cent, and the further
fact that a people, already attacked by the
advance guard of war-misery, must feed
themselves while they fight Germany;
these things, I say, make it evident that
one must have a certain degree of de-
tachment from the realities of the case, in
order to choose this as the appropriate
moment to fight war taxes on wealth, and
at the same time introduce into the
United States a scale of luxurious living
uncqualled since pre-revolutionary days
in France.

: In the Jackets

As another instance of this curious
point of view common to wealth in war
time (a point of view which assumes that
great wealth for the few and grinding
poverty for the many is the right and in-
evitable order of things, against which it
is folly to protest) we have the war adver-
tising of the American Bankers’ Associa-
tion, which consists of sixteen hundred
representatives of important™ banking
houses. Not long ago these gentlemen
bought space in daily papers, and told the
poor how to get on during the war. Their
advertisement was headed in great black
type, “God Bless the” Household That
Boils Potatoes With the Skins On.” This,
impossible as it may seem, was not a
joke; our friends, the bankers, were in
their way, far too patriotic to indulge in
levity. If you doubt it, look up the files
of the New York American for June 14th.
With quite an astounding complacency,
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these gentlemen, to most of whom the
war has brought only additional compe-
tence, sit back in their easy chairs and
advise the poor to eat potato skins and
crusts, both for their own good and that
democracy may not perish.

The following are some of their sug-
gestions to their less fortunate country-
men:

“There is no more careless, thoughtless,
happy-go-lucky, wasteful, prodigal and
responsibility-evading nature than yours.

* * * Jf your dear ones starve, if
there are black want and bitter suffering
throughout the nation, your big heart will
break with grief.

“Isn’t it better to put your big muscles
at work now—to keep suffering and grief
away? There is no more keen, efficient
and productive mind than yours, once it
is AWAKE and knows it MUST WORK.

“WAKE UP! THINK! ACT! GET
BUSY! PROTECT YOUR OWN—
PROTECT US ALL—IF YOU WANT
US ALL TO PROTECT YOU AND
YOURS. (Capitalized as printed in ad-
vertisement.) * * * *

“We must send them (the Allies) mil-
lions of tons of food, and we will. There
will be less for you. Wake up toit. You
will have less to eat.

“But you need less. You waste enough
to supply the difference. Stop it. Every
time you have potatoes for dihner, you
waste enough in the peelings to keep a
starving Ally alive for a day. Stop it!
Don’t peel new potatoes. Buy a five-cent
brush and BRUSH the thin skin off, sav-
ing ALL the potato. Boil old potatoes
with the skins on. When done the skins
can be peeled off without waste.

“Make bread pudding from your bread
crusts. It’'s good. We loved it twenty
years ago,” etc., etc.

There is column after column of this
slush to be read by anybody whosc
stomach will stand 1t. And, after all,
there is something to be gained by read-
ing it; for, whether the reader goes forth
to purchase a five-cent brush or not, he
will at all events have got a little glimpse
at our “best people's” psychology in war
time. I notice, by the way, that at one
of the luncheon clubs frequented by mem-
bers of the American Bankers’ Associa-
tion, they have not yet reached the five-
cent brush stage. However, we must
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give them credit for doing their banker’s
bit. On the bill of fare we find a marginal
note to the effect that, in order to con-
serve the nation’s livestock supply during
the war, baby lamb and suckling pig will
no longer be served!

I need not remind you that not only
the government, but numerous private as-
sociations, are trying to stamp out public
criticism of the war. The Department of
Justice is organizing raids upon speakers,
political organizations and labor groups.
Judges and police magistrates are impos-
ing heavy sentences for alleged disloyalty.
A few days ago, a New York police
magistrate stated, as a reason for sentenc-
ing a street speaker to a term in the work-
house, the fact that he was guilty of
speaking disrespectfully of the part our
great corporations are playing in the war.
Conventions even are being held by nerv-
ous patriots to emphasize loyalty, unity,
belief in the war; and prominent indivi-
duals like Mr. Elihu Root are going about
the countrx advising the government to
incarcerate its critics, or string them to
lamp posts that democracy may live;
while in editorial rooms the dictionaries
are being thumbed for fresh adjectives
with which to denounce our objectors and
iconoclasts.

Money means power. Vast accumula-
tions of wealth in the hands of a privi-
leged class, means vast accumulations of
power in that class. This power is mani-
fested in control of the press, of educa-
tion, of schools, colleges and universities,
of the stage, the pulpit. Take the press
alone. To some extent at least, the state-
ment that this is a government by news-
papers is warranted. And, that this news-
paper government does not represent the
public’s will is quite inevitable, since
most of our important journals are owned
by wecalthy men whose aims are not, gen-
erally speaking, parallel with the people’s.
And vet it is this class press which forms,
to a large degree, the opinion of the rank
and file of American law makers. This,
too, is inevitable. For, at a time not far
subsequent to election, our average legis-
lator begins imperceptibly to lose touch
with home. His modest local paper com-
mences to pall upon him, and the great
metropolitan sheets, with their enormous
circulation, brilliant editorials, strong
cartoons and news columns, oftentimes
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“We really should be having our coffee
now,” observed the one Official. Then
he bethought himself agair of the strange
situation he was in and a second time fell
to weeping.

“What are we going to do now?” he
sobbed. “Even supposing we were to
draw up a report, what good would that
do?”

“You know what, your Excellency,”
replied the other Officer, “you go to the
east and I will go to the west. Toward
evening we will come back here again,
and, perhaps, we shall have found some-
thing.”

They started to ascertain which was
the east and which was the west. They
recalled that the head of their Department:
had once said to them, “If you want to
know where the east is, then turn your
face to the north, and the east will be on
your right.” But when they tried to find
out which was the north, they turned to
the right and to the left and looked around
on all sides. Having spent their whole
life in the Department of Records, their
efforts were all in vain. ‘ ~

“To my mind, your Excellency, the
best thing to do would be for you to go
to the right and me to go to the left.”
said one Official, who had served not only
in the Department of Records, but had
also been teacher of handwriting in the
School for Reserves, and so was a little
bit cleverer. .

So said, so done. The one Official went
to the right. He came upon trees bearing
all sorts of fruits. Gladly would he have
plucked an apple, but they all hung so
high that he would have been obliged to
climb up. He tried to climb up in vain.
All he succeeded in doing was tearing his
night shirt. Then he struck upon a brook.
It was swarming with fish. -

“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we had
all this fish in Podyacheskaya Street!” he
thought, and his mouth watered.
he entered woods and found partridges,
grouse and hares.

“Good Lord, what an abundance of
food!” he cried. His hunger was going
up tremendously.

But he had to return to the appointed
spot with empty hands. He found the
other Official waiting for him.

“Well, Your Excellency, how went it?
Did you find anything?”

HOW A MUZHIK FED TWO OFFICIALS

Then

“Nothing but an old number of the
Moscow Gazette, not another thing.

The Officials lay down to sleep again,
but their empty stomachs gave them no
rest. They were partly robbed of their
sleep by the thought of who was now en-
joying their pension, and partly by the
recollection of the fruit, fishes, partridges,
grouse and hares that they had seen dur-
ing the day.

“The human pabulum in its original
form flies, swims and grows on trees.
Who would have thought it your Excel-
lency?” said the one Official.

“To be sure,” rejoined the other Offi-
cial. “I, too, must admit that I had im-
agined that our breakfast rolls came into
the world just as they appear on the
table.”

“From which it is to be deduced that
if we want to eat a pheasant, we must
catch it first, kill it, pull its feathers and
roast it. But how’s that to be done?”

“Yes, how’s that to be done?”’ repeated
the other Official.

They turned silent and tried again to
fall asleep, but their hunger scared sleep
away. Before their eyes swarmed flocks
of pheasants and ducks, hérds of pork-
lings, and they were afl so juicy, done so
tenderly and garnished so deliciously with
olives, capers and pickles.

“I believe I could devour my own boots
now,” said the one Official.

“Gloves are not bad either, especially
if they have been born quite mellow,”
said the other Official.

The two Officials staredd at each other
fixedly. In their glances gleamed an evil-
boding fire, their teeth chattered and a
dull groaning issued from their breasts.
Slowly they crept upon each other and
suddenly they burst into a fearful frenzy.
There was a yelling and groaning, the
rags flew about, and the Official who had
been teacher of handwriting bit off his
colleague’s order and swallowed it. How-
ever, the sight of blood brought them
both back to their senses.

“God help us!” they cried at the same
time. “We certainly don’t mean to eat
each other up. How could we have come
to such a pass as this? What evil genius
is making sport of us?”

“We must, by all means, entertain each
other to pass the time away, otherwise
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there will be murder and death,” said the
one Official.

“You begin,” said the other.

“Can you explain why it is that the
sun first rises and then sets? Why isn’t
it the reverse?”

“Aren’t you a funny man, your Excel-
lency? You get up first, then you go to
your office and work there, and at night
you lie down to sleep.”

“But why can’t one assume the oppo-
site, that is, that one goes to bed, sees
all sorts of dream figures, and then gets
u ?),

“Well, yes, certainly. But when I was
still an Official, I always thought this
way: ‘Now it is dawn, then it will be day,
then will come supper, and finally will
come the time to go to bed.’ ”

The word “supper” recalled that inci-
dent in the day’s doings, and the thought
of it made both Officials melancholy, so
that conversation came to a halt.

“A doctor once told me that human
beings can sustain themselves for a long
time on their own juices,” the one Official
began again.

“What does that mean?”

“It is quite simple. You see, one’s
own juices generate other juices, and
these in their turn still other juices, and
so it goes on- until finally all the juices
are consumed.”

“And then what happens?”

“Then food has to be taken into the
system again.”

“The devil!”

No matter what topic the Officials
chose, the conversation invariably revert-
ed to the subject of eating; which only
increased their appetite more and more.
So theyVdecided to give up talking alto-
gether, and, recollecting the Moscow
Gazette that the one of them had found,
they picked it up and began to read it
eagerly. ’

BANQUET GIVEN BY THE MAYOR

“The table was set for one hundred
persons. The magnificence of it exceeded
all expectations. The remotest prov-
inces were represented at this feast of the
gods by the costliest gifts. The golden
sturgeon from Sheksna and the silver
pheasant from the Caucasian woods held
a rendezvous with strawberries so seldom
to be had in our latitude in winter. . .”

“The devil! For God’s sake, stop read-
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ing, your Excellency. Couldn’t you find
something else to read about?’ cried the
other Official in sheer desperation. He
snatched the paper from his colleague’s
hands, and started to read something else.

“Our correspondent in Tula informs
us that yesterday a sturgeon was found in
the Upa (an event which even the oldest
inhabitants cannot recall, and all the more
remarkable since they recognized thé for-
mer police captain in this sturgeon). This
was made the occasion for giving a ban-
quet in the club. The prime cause of the
banquet was served in a large wooden
platter garnished with vinegar pickles. A
bunch of parsley stuck out of its mouth.
Doctor P who acted as toast-master
saw to it that everybody present got a
piece of the sturgeon. The sauces to go
with it were unusually varied and deli-
cate——"

“Permit me, your Excellency, it seems
to me you are not so careful either in the
selection of reading matter,” interrupted
the first Official, who secured the Gazette
again and started to read:

“One of the oldest inhabitants of
Viatka has discovered a new and highly
original recipe for fish soup. A live cod-
fish (lota wvulgaris) is taken and beaten
with a rod until its liver swells up with
anger . . .”

The Officials’ heads drooped. What-
ever their eyes fell upon had something
to do with eating. Even their own
thoughts were fatal. No matter how
much they tried to keep their minds off
beefsteak and the like, it was all in vain;
their fancy returned invariably, with irre-
sistible force, back to that for which they
were so painfully yearning.

Suddenly an inspiration came to the
Official who had once taught handwriting.

“I have it!” he cried delightedly. “What
do you say to this, your Excellency?
What do you say to our finding a muz-
hik ?”

“A muzhik, your Excellency?
sort of a muzhik?” .

“Why a plain ordinary muzhik. A
muzhik like all other muzhiks. He would
get the breakfast rolls for us right away,
and he could also catch partridges and
fish for us.” .-

“Hm, a muzhik. But where are we to
fetch one from, if these is no muzhik
here?”

What
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“Why shouldn’t there be a muzhik
here? There are muzhiks everywhere.
All one has to do is hunt for them. There
certainly must be a muzhik hiding here
somewhere so as to get out of working.”

This thought so cheered the Officials
that they instantly jumped up to go in
search of a muzhik.

For a long while they wandered about
on the island without the desired result,
until finally a concentrated smell of black
bread and old sheep skin assailed their
nostrils and guided them in the right di-
rection. There under a tree was a colos-
sal muzhik lying fast asleep with his
hands under his head. It was clear that
to escape his duty to work he had impu-
dently withdrawn to this island. The
indignation of the Officials knew no
bounds.

“What, lying asleep here, you lazy-
bones you!” they raged at him. “It is
nothing to you that there are two Offi-
cials here who are fairly perishing of hun-
ger. Up, forward, march, work.”

The Muzhik rose and looked at the two
severe gentlemen standing in front of him.
His first thought was to make his escape,
but the Officials held him fast.

He had to submit to his fate.
to work.

First he climbed up on a tree and

He had

plucked several dozen of the finest apples

for the Officials. He kept a rotten one
for himself. Then he turned up the earth
and dug out some potatoes. Next he
started a fire with two bits of wood that
he rubbed against each other. Out of his
own hair he made a snare and caught
partridges. Over the fire, by this time
burning brightly, he cooked so many
kinds of food that the question arose in
the Officials’ minds whether they
shouldn’t give some to this idler.

Beholding the efforts of the Muzhik,
they rejoiced in their hearts. They had
already forgotten how the day before they
had nearly been perishing of hunger, and
all they thought of now was: “What a
good thing it is to be an Official. Nothing
bad can ever happen to an Official.”

“Are you satisfied, gentlemen?”’ the
lazy Muzhik asked.

“Yes, we appreciate your industry,” re-
plied the Ofhcials.

“Then you will permit me to rest a
little ?”

HOW A MUZHIK FED TWO OFFICIALS

“Go take a little rest, but first make a
good strong cord.”

The Muzhik gathered wild hemp stalks,
laid them in water, beat them and broke
them, and toward evening a good stout
cord was ready. The Officials took the
cord and bound the Muzhik to a tree, so
that he should not run away. Then they
laid themselves to sleep.

Thus day after day passed, and the
Muzhik became so skilful that he could
actually cook soup for the Officials in his
bare hands. The Officials had become
round and well-fed and happy. It re-
joiced them that here they needn’t spend
any money and that in the meanwhile
their pensions were accumulating in St.
Petersburg.

“What is your opinion, your Ex-
cellency,” one said to the other after
breakfast one day, “is the Story of the
Tower of Babel true? Don’t you think it
is simply an allegory?”

“By no means, your Excellency, I
think it was something that really hap-
pened. What other explanation is there
for the existence of so many different
languages on earth?”

“Then the Flood must really have
taken place, too?”

“Certainly, else how would you explain
the existence of Antediluvian animals?
Besides, the Moscow Gazette says »”

They made search for the old number
of the Moscow Gazette, seated themselves
in the shade, and read the whole sheet
from beginning to end. They read of
festivities in Moscow, Tula, Penza and
Riazan, and strangely enough felt no dis-
comfort at the description of the delica-
cies served.

There is no saying how long &his life
might have lasted. Finally, however, it
began to bore the Officials. They often
thought of their cooks in St. Petersburg,
and even shed a few tears in secret.

“I wonder how it looks in Podyaches-
kaya street now, your Excellency,” one of
them said to the other.

“Oh, don’t remind me of it, your Ex-
cellency. I am pining away with home-
sickness.”

“It is very nice here. There is really
no fault to be found with this place, but
the lamb longs for its mother sheep. And
it is a pity, too, for the beautiful uni-
forms.”
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“Yes, indeed, a uniform of the fourth
class is no joke. The gold embroidery
alone is enough to make one dizzy.”

Now they began to importune the
Muzhik to ind some way of getting them
back to Podyacheskaya street, and
strange to say, the Muzhik even knew
where Podyacheskaya street was. He had
once drunk beer and mead there, and as
the saying goes, everything had run
down his beard, alas, but nothing into
his mouth. The Officials rejoiced and
said: “We are Officials from Podyaches-
kaya street.” v

“And I am one of those men—do you
remember’—who sit on a scaffolding
hung by ropes from the roof and paint the
outside walls. I am one of those who
crawl about on the roofs like-flies. That
is what I am,” replied the Muzhik.

The Muzhik now pondered long and

heavily on how to give great pleasure to.

his Officials, who had been so gracious to
him, the lazy-bones, and had not scorned
his work. And he actually succeeded in
constructing a ship. It was not really a
ship, but still it was a vessel that would
carry them across the ocean close to Pod-
yacheskaya street.

“Now, take care, you dog, that you
don’t drown us,” said the Officials, when
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they saw the raft rising and falling on
the waves.

“Don’t be afraid. We muzhiks are
used to this,” said the Muzhik, making all
the preparations for the journey. He
gathered swan’s-down and made a couch
for his two Officials, then he crossed him-
self and rowed off from shore.

How frightened the Officials were on
the way, how seasick they were during
the storms, how they scolded the coarse
Muzhik for his idleness, can neither be
told nor described. The Muzhik, how-
ever, just kept rowing on and fed his
Uffcials on herring. At last, they caught
sight of dear old Mother Neva. Soon they
were in the glorious Catherine Canal, and
then, oh joy! they struck the grand Pod-
yacheskaya street. \vhen the cooks saw
their Officials so well-fed, round and so
happy, they rejoiced immensely. The
Officials drank coffee and rolls, then put
on their uniforms and drove to the Pen-
sion Bureau. How much money they col-
lected there is another thing that can
neither be told nor described. Nor was
the Muzhik forgotten. The Officials sent
a glass of whiskey out to him and five
kopeks.

Now, Muzhik, rejoice.

THREE NEW BOOKS YOU WANT

Militarism, by Karl Liebknecht.

Stories of the

Cave People, by Mary E. Marcy. Economic Causes of

War, by Achille Loria.

Price, $1.00 each, postpaid.



Study Course in Scientific Socialism
LESSON I |

INTRODUCTION

.The questions and answers used in this study course are not prepared to be
memorized. This is not a catechism. It is intended to supply, in the brief outlines, a
comprehensive grasp of Scientific Socialism to be taken up in conjunction with the
reading of books in which the principles of Scientific Socialism are elaborated. By
following this course the student will know what he is reading about when he takes
up a book dealing with any phase of the science. Certain books are here referred to,
but we do not expect the student to be limited to them. W merely desire to direct a
systematic study and reading of books with a grasp of the different phases of the
subject in mind. .

TO CONDUCT STUDY CLUB

When your local or club holds a meeting, choose your chairman or conductor
who can first read to the members, if desired, all of the questions and answers through
the phase of the subject to be covered. Then he can return to the first question and
read that for the members to discus. After that question has been discussed by the
different members the chairman can read the printed answer which can also be discussed
if desired. Proceed in this manner by taking up and disposing of each question and
answer in their order. Other. questions may suggest themselves and also be discussed.
Those members who care to read the books before tdking up the different parts of

the course should do so and thus be better prepared for the discussion.

Then, after

the discussion, the most interesting part of the book reading will present itself.
This study course was developed by the members of I.ocal Puyallup, Socialist

Party of Washington.

It is the result of some years of local study and discussion

and is a social product gained from organized experience.

A SYNOPSIS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM

1. How do you explain the phenomena of history?

Ans: It is a recprd of political and in-
tellectual changes and revolutions; prin-
cipally of wars and the actions of so-called
great men, wherein the economic causes
for these acts and changes are ignored or
concealed. When viewed from the econom-
ic standpoint it reveals a series of class
struggles between an exploited wealth-pro-,
ducing class and an exploiting ruling class
over the wealth produced.

2. What effect have “great men” had on history?

Ans.: Great men were simply ideal ex-
pressions of the hopes of some class in so-
ciety that was becoming economically pow-
erful. They formed a nucleus around which
a class gathered itself in attaining economic
conquests in its own interest, and in estab-
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lishing social institutions in harmony with,
and for the perpetuation of, such class in-
terests. These men had to embody some
vital principle from the economic condi-
tions of their time and represent some class
interest. The same men with the same ideas
would not be great men under a different
mode of production when the time for their
ideas was not ripe.

8. What great factor is responsible for the rise of
*‘great men’’?

Ans.: The fact that the ideas of these
men coincided with the class interests of
some class in society that was becoming
economically powerful. Therefore, eco-
nomic conditions must exist or be develop-
ing which find their highest expression in
the ideas of such men.
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pressions of the hopes of some class in so-
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erful. They formed a nucleus around which
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lishing social institutions in harmony with,
and for the perpetuation of, such class in-
terests. These men had to embody some
vital principle from the economic condi-
tions of their time and represent some class
interest. The same men with the same ideas
would not be great men under a different
mode of production when the time for their
ideas was not ripe.

8. What,?great factor is responsible for the rise of

*‘great men’

Ans.: The fact that the ideas of these
men coincided with the class interests of
some class in society that was becoming
economically powerful. Therefore, eco-
nomic conditions must exist or be develop-
ing which find their highest expression in
the ideas of such men.
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civilization the natural environment loses
in relative importance and the economic
(man-made) environment, i. e., machinery,
factories, railroads and improved appliances
grows in importance until in our day the
man-made economic environment has be-
come equally important.”

17. Explain, briefly, the law of Surplus Value.

Ans.: Briefly, it is the difference be-
tween what the working class gets for its
labor power, at its value in wages, for pro-
ducing commodities, and what the employ-
ing class gets for the same commmodities
when sold at their value.

18. Since the economic factor is the deter}uining? fac-
tor, what does the law of Surplus Value furnish us?

Ans.: “Surplus Value is the key to the
whole present economic organization of so-
ciety. The end and object of capitalist
society is the formation and.accumulation
of surplus value; or in other words, the
systematic, legal fobbery of the subject
working class.”

19. Define value and state how measured.

Ans.: Value is the average amount of
human labor time socially necessary, under
average normal conditions, for the produc-
tion or reproduction of commodities.

20. What determines the value of labor power?

Ans.: It is determined precisely like the
value of every other commodity, i. e., by the
amount of labor time socially necessary
for its production or reproduction.

21. Since labor power is a commodity, what condition
is it subjected to?

Ans.: It is subject to the same condi-
tions that all other commodities are sub-
jected to without regard to the fact that
it is the source of all value. The worker in
whom the commodity labor power is em-
bodied, does not get the value of the product
of his labor, but only enough to keep him
in working order and reproduce more labor
power. If the worker received the value
of the product of his labor he would re-
ceive much more than enough to keep him
in working order and reproduce more labor
power. Such an economic condition would
abolish all forms of surplus value or profit,
also the wages system, by substituting eco-
nomic and social organization in the interest
of the working class. No other class could
remain in existence and the class struggle
would be ended.

22. In what economic systems, past or present, does
surplus value or unpaid labor appear?

Ans.: It is the root of the present wages

IN SOCIALISM

system and was the substance of both chat-
tel slavery and serfdom.

. 23. Name the three great systems of economic organ-
ization upon which the structure of past history and social
institutions have their basis.

Ans.: Chattel slavery, serfdom and the
wages system.

24. Explain, bricfly, how the subject class was ex-
ploited in eac]

Ans.: (a) Under slavery the laborer
was a chattel the same as a mule or horse
and only received his “keep,” that is, enough
food, clothing and shelter to keep him in
working order and to reproduce labor
power. All he produced was taken by his
master.

(b) Under serfdom the worker pro-
duced what was necessary to keep him in
working order and to reproduce labor
power; and then separately and apart pro-
duced, the balance of his time, for his
feudal lord.

(c) Under the wages system the worker
receives wages which again equals only the
amount necessary to keep him in working
order and to reproduce more labor power.
His entire product belongs to the capitalist,
and out of this resource the employer pays
the wages for the commodity labor, also for
other commodities such as raw materials,
and appropriates all of the balance and con-
verts it into capital with which to continue
the exploitation of the workers.

25. Define the “Class” Struggle.”

Ans.: It is the direct clash between two
hostile class interests wherein the employ-
ing class makes every effort to appropriate
more of the wealth produced by the work-
ing class, and the working class ever strug-
gles to retain more of the wealth which it
produces. The capitalist class strives to
get more surplus value and the working
class strives to get more wages.

26. Define “class consciousness.”

Ans.: Class consciousness of the work-
ers means that they are conscious of the
fact that they, as a class, have interests
which are in direct conflict with interests
of the capitalist class.

27. What function does the state perform in the class
struggle? N

Ans.: “The state is a class instrument,
and is the public power of coercion created
and maintained in human societies by their
division into classes, a power which, being
clothed with force, makes laws and levies
taxes.” It is, therefore, used by the dom-
inant class to keep the subject working
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class in subjection in accordance with the
interests of the ruling and owning class.
It is also used to prevent the workers from
altering the economic structure of society
in the interests of the working class.

Conclusion.

We have found that society is a_growth
subject to the laws of evolution. We have
enumerated the conditions and causes that
impel classes of people to act. We have
now reached that stage of evolution where
a new class, the machine proletariat, has
been developed within an economic system
which has become detrimental to its exist-
ence. When evolution reaches a certain
point revolution becomes necessary in order
to break the bonds of the old and bring in
the new. As the chicken grows thru evolu-
tion until it reaches the point where it must
break its shell (the revolution) in order to
continue its growth, so do classes of peo-
ple come to the point in their evolution
where revolution is necessary in order to

continue their growth, bring in the new
society and consummate the next step in
civilization. To bring about this revolution
in a more intelligent manner than was ever
accomplished in the past, the two following
lines of action are now used thruout the
world by the working class.

When working people organize political-
ly to vote for and with their economic class,
in order to end the class struggle and alter
the economic structure of society in the
interests of the working class, we call that
POLITICAL ACTION. -

When the working people organize in-
dustrially in order. to act directly where
they are employed for and with their eco-
nomic class for the purpose of ending the
class struggle and altering the economic
structure of society in the intefest of the
working class, we call that DIRECT
ACTION.

Books used in connection with the foregoing are Ja
Monte's Science and Socialism, Engels’ Socngaciism. Utopian
and Scientific, and The Communist Manifesto.

AT LAST!

Liebknecht’s =z=<hook
MILITARISM

- THIS is the book whose appearance
in Germany made armed autocracy
shrink and pale. They promptly put
Liebknecht in prison and destroyed his
book. This translation was made from
a copy Liebknecht borrowed from his
brother—the only copy obtainable.

To know the mind of the boldest man
in Europe—now in prison again because
of his passion to make the world safe
for industrial democracy—

You will read at once

MILITARISM

DR. KARL LIEBKNECHT

We have bought a supply of this book fromn
the New York publisher, and offer it postpaid
to any address at $1.10 or to our stockholders
at $1.00.

Charles H. Kerr & Company
341-349 East Ohio St., CHICAGO



Industrial Unionism :

What It Is

By JAMES P. THOMPSON

ALLED as a witness, before the

Federal Industrial Relation Com-

mission, he testified as follows:

Mr. O. W. Thompson, Council for
the Commission: Will you please give us
your hame? Answer: Mr. J. P. Thomp-
son; James P. Thompson. Question: And
your business address? Answer: 208
Second Avenue S., Seattle. Question:
And your occupation? Answer: Organ-
izer of the Industrial Workers of the
World. Question: That is the organiza-
tion with headquarters in Chicago? An-
swer: Chicago. Question: Of which Mr.
Vincent St. John is general secretary? An-
swer: Yes, sir. Question: How long
have you been an organizer of the Indus-
trial Workers of the World? Answer: I
have been an organizer for the Industrial
Workers of the World, that is drawing a
salary from them as an organizer, since
1906. I was one of those who worked for
it before it was born, I mean I helped or-
ganize it.

Question: You say you helped work for
it before it was born; you mean as a sim-
ilar organization? Answer: I mean I was
one of those who worked to have it formed
and took steps in starting it. Question:
How long have you been engaged in the
work of propagation or agitation or what-
ever you want to call it, along that line?
Answer: Well, let me see, I think I got
to be a sort of an agitator when I was a
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fireman on the Great Lakes when I was
about fifteen or sixteen years old. Ques-
tion: As you look over the labor field and
look into the condition of the workers and
look at the organization then in existence,
what was in your mind that gave you the
idea that a new organization should be
formed? What was the reason that led
you to that conclusion?

Answer: Why, I saw the one big union
of employers forming; I saw that in case
of a strike in a shop that one craft would
strike and the other crafts in that shop
would remain at work and help the com-
pany to break the strike. From that I got
the idea that every one in the shop should
be organized together, from the man that
scrubs the floor to the man who starts the
engine. Then I saw that when we even
succeeded in tying up a shop in that manner
that they would sometimes be able to get
scabs, what we call strike-breakers. I saw
then an organization must be formed in

“such a way as to cut off raw material from

going into such a mill where strike-break-
ers were working, and refuse to handle the
scab product brought out from such a mill
or factory. Then we saw as we studied,
that the one big union of bosses, employers,
associations, and so on, that they met even
those tactics by transferring orders to other
shops, to other members of the employers’
association, and so we got the idea that
every one in a craft should stand together
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in the shop, and every shop in the industry
should stand together, and then we saw,
like in the case of the strike of the coal
miners, we saw the railroad men haul scabs
in on one train and haul scab coal away on
another, and from that the idea formed
that not only should every craft in an in-
dustry stand together, but the workers of
one industry should back up the workers
of another industry, and that we should
all combine into one big union, having for
our motto an injury to one is an injury to
all.

Question: Looking at the standpoint of
the older organizations, wherein would
vou claim that there is a difference between
yours and theirs so far as the question of
organization is concerned? Answer: The
former, as I have pointed out, is chiefly
organized by crafts. They teach everyone
in a craft to stand together. Now, we say
for the same reason that every one in a
craft should stand together, for that same
reason every craft in an industry should
stand together, and every industry should
stand together, the workers of one industry
with another. And, fundamentally, the
difference is vital, the craft union |is
founded upon the attempt to simply better
the condition of the wage worker under
present conditions; while the I. W. W, is
founded upon a recognition of the class
struggle, and that a revolution is rapidly
approaching, and that the thing most vital
for any working man to do is to organize
net only for the every day struggle with
the capitalist, but also to carry on produc-
tion when capitalism shall have been over-
thrown. Now, your civil government has
broken down in three states, I think I heard
you say, it will break down in every state.
There will be a general strike and revolt
that will be too big for anyone to handle,
only the organized workers. Now, by the
way, I am the author of the I. W, W. Pre-
amble, and I would like to have you read,
if you want to figure on our principle, the
last paragraph, which says: “The army of
production must be organized, not only for
the every day struggle with the capitalist,
but also to carry on production when
capitalism shall have been overthrown.” I
look to the time when the organization
known as The Industrial Workers of the
World, or a revolutionary organization
formed on the same lines, will be the class
who will save civilization from going back
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to barbarism. I see a time when our
speakers can influence when no one else
can.

Question: Well, Mr. Thompson, getting
more to specifics on that proposition, how
would you figure, for instance, that the old
organizations, the craft unions, would fall
down in the matter of production in case
the capitalistic system went to pieces?
Answer: The craft union today is a result,
you understand. Of course, you understand,
that when any organization is first formed,
it is supposed to conform to the conditions
of the times. And when those conditions
change, if the organization does not change
to meet the changed conditions, then we
have what we call an out-of-date organiza-
tion. Now, there are ideas that go along
with out-of-date organizations, and the
American Federation of Labor is out-of-
date in form, it is out-of-date in spirit, it
is a representative of the past, as far as
organized labor is concerned, it is dying of
dry rot. The I. W. W. has got the red-
blooded part of the working class. And
we are not organizing on craft lines, but
on class lines. And the I. W. W. is aiming,
not only to better our conditions now, but
to prepare for the revolution.

Question:  Just coming again to
specifics, Mr. Thompson, what can you
state to this commission, what facts or data
of any kind can you give to them from
which they can draw the same conclusions
that you are drawing? Answer: Well, I
would say to the commission, I understand
that the law that created you, says that
you should investigate the underlying
cause of the social unrest. I think it fool-
ish to ask the man who is satisfied with the
system, the cause of unrest. He would not
tell you if he knew, many of them would not
anyway. You have quite a lot of hypo-
crites, you have had men who were afraid
of losing their jobs, if they told the truth.
But I would advise that if you really want
to know the underlying cause of the social
unrest, that you should ask the revolution-
ist. Now, I claim to be a revolutionist.

Question: Well, I—]. P. Thompson
breaking in on the question—And I claim to
be able to answer that question, the cause
of social unrest.

Question: Well, I wiil come to that, Mr.
Thompson, but before getting to that, the
Commission is commanded by Congress to
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examine into organizations of labor. J.
P. Thompson: Yes, sir.

Question: We are examining now
thru you, as we have done thru others,
into the Industrial Workers of the World.
You have made a statement that the
older unions were organized under a
condition which has passed away, that
they carry with them a philosophy of action
which does not fit present needs, and that
they are on the wane, but you are on the
come? Answer: Yes.

Question: Now, what T ask is, it is
clear—of course, it must be to you; that
these conclusions, they may be correct—
it is not for me to question them here as
counsel. Answer: I understand that.

Question: I simply want to get from
you the facts so that the Commission itself
when it reads your testimony may sa“
“Well, from what he states, which appear
to be the correct facts, his conclusions are
correct, or they are incorrect.” Now, what
I would like you to give the Commission is
some data with reference to the old organi-
zations which will prove the statements
you make, or tend to prove them. Answer:
Why, you want documentary proof ?

Question: No, we don’t limit you. You
can take your own way of stating it. You
can state what you hear, or what you have
seen yourself, or what you believe, but I
simply ask you for facts rather than con-
clusions. Answer: Well, since one of the
printing industry was represented here a
moment ago in the- form of one of the em-
ployers, I will call attention to the fact that
in San Francisco last winter the pressmen
went on strike in the job printing shops,
and the union—so called union printers—
remained at work. The union bookbinders
and so on remained at work. And by re-
maining at work they helped the Company
to fill their orders, and helped the com-
pany to break the strike of the pressmen.
And T also will take the testimony while
it is warm, from Colonel Blethen, that these
people sign contracts running out at differ-
ent times. That is sufficient proof of what
I said about them breaking one another’s
strikes. It is a fact, not a dream or any-
thing like that.

Question: That objection would go to
the question of sympathetic strikes, that is
to say, that the old organization does not
indulge sufficiently in sympathetic, what
are commonly called sympathetic, strikes?

INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM

Answer: No, I don’t like the word sym-
pathetic strikes. _

Question: But I am talking about the
word as the general public use it. An-
swer: Well, the general public don’t use
the word in that sense, that is, sympathetic.
Now, here is the idea, if there is a strike
in a restaurant, and a harness-maker up on
some street somewhere would go on strike
in sympathy, you know, you might say it
was sympathy, but we can get that in the
dictionary; sympathy, that is the way we
look at it. We say that the ice wagon
driver and the bread wagon driver and the
driver who delivers meat or ice or sup-
plies of any kind to that scab restaurant
are strike-breakers, and it is a question of
whether they want to be union men or
scabs, not a question of whether they want
to strike in sympathy, but a question of
whether they want to help break the strike
or win the strike, and if they do these
things, we call that union strike breakers.

Question: Well, now, in what other re-
spect is the old organization unable to
meet the new conditions? Answer:_ The
old organization is not based on the recog-
nition of the class struggle, and an organi-
zation that is not revolutionary—a labor
organization that is not revolutionary—
cannot rally to its support any red blooded
members of-the working class. I will add
further, that I believe that the red blooded
part of the American Federation of Labor,
when it comes to a show down, will back
up the I. W. W. better than they will the
American Federation of Labor.

Question: What do you mean by the
class struggle, as you have stated it? An-
swer: Well, whenever you get ready to ask
me that question of the cause of social un-
rest, I think I could probably lay the
foundation of the whole thing right there
in a nutshell. Counsel: Well, I said you
might follow your own methods, Mr.
Thompson. Answer: Well, I understood
you said later you would ask about that.
Counsel: Yes. J. P. Thompson: The
reason I say this, I would like to answer
the whole thing at once in one way. Coun-
sel: You may go on and answer it, take
up the question of Industrial unrest, its
cause—. J. P. Thompson: The class
struggle all comes under that. Counsel:
And your cure. I want to get from you
vour opinion. J. P. Thompson: Certainly,
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that is the idea, and it is worth whatever
it weighs, that is the idea.

Counsel: Go right ahead. J. P. Thomp-
son: Now, the real cause of all social
changes and revolutions are to be sought,
not in men’s brains, not in their more or
less confused ideas of right and wrong,
or of truth and justice, not in the philos-
ophy, but in the economics of each particu-
lar epoch. That is one of our sayings. We
say that in order to understand the social
problem it must be looked at as a process
of natural history, governed by laws not
only independent of the human will, con-
sciousness and intelligence, but on the con-
trary, determining that will, consciousness
and intelligence. Now, when we speak of
the world, of the working class, we mean
the workers of the world. We are as
broad as the world. We claim that in
studying economics we must consider it
from the standpoint of the world. You
never hear us talk about immigration being
a bad thing, we believe it is a good thing
and so on. And so you might question me
on that, if you wish, later. But here is the
point, that, I will just take for example in
this country, since I am an American for
many generations, and naturally quite
familiar with the history of this country.

In the day of what we call petty industry
in this country, the tool of production was
of a kind that could be used by the in-
dividual. The man who used the tool
owned the tool. In the early days of our
forefathers, all they had to do was to kill
some Indians and get the land and then they
could settle down on that land and make
a living. They didn’t have any railroads.
The only railroads they had were in the
form of an ox team, and they took their
commodities to market. They didn’t have
shoe factories. The worker who made
shoes made them by hand and carried his
tools under his -arm.

When the farmer in those days wanted
clothes he didn’t go to the factory for them.
The women folks used to be the textile
mill in the home. They used to make the
home-spuns, knit the socks and the mittens,
and made the clothing, the home-spuns.
Now, if a man was up against it, as we put
it today, why they would say: “Go out
and take up a piece of land and settle down
and make your own living.” Well, now
there has come a change. There is an un-
rest here, look for the cause in a change
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in the economics, in the mode of production.

The tool of production is not now a
thing that can be used by an individual.
The labor process has taken the co-oper-
ative form. You can not, if you own a
textile mill, you cannot weave the woolen
cloth without the sheep shearer, or the
cotton cloth without the cotton picker.
You can’t weave cloth, woolen or cotton,
without the ironworker to make the looms,
apd you can’t have the building without
the labor of the building workers. The
tool of production today is not an individual
tool, not a thing that one man can use. The
co-operative plan or form has entered into
the labor process. Now, here is what is
the matter in the world, we have social pro-
duction but we have private ownership of
the means of production, and this divides
the human race into two classes, the class
who own the means of production and
don’t operate them, and the class who oper-
ate them but don’t own them. You never
saw a railroad operated by the class that
owns it, nor you never saw-a railroad built
by the owners of it.

You will find one class owns the means of -
production and another class operate them.
The interests of these two classes are
diametrically opposed. The interest of the
employing class demands that we work hard
for small pay. Our interest demands that
we put the other class to work. Today,
we not only have to feed ourselves, but we
have to feed an idle, worthless class who
have no more function in society than a
bedbug. Now, in order that you may fully
understand this, you have asked me in this
letter to me, when subpoaening me, to men-
tion the lumber industry. And I will ex-
plain the psychology of the lumber worker.

I think, altho I am a longshore man
—1I am one of those undesirables who travel
everywhere, not to simply stir up people,
but to tell people what we believe can be
done to make this a better world. Now,
the logger, he walks out in the woods and
looks around at a wilderness of trees. He
works hard in there. And what does he
get? He gets wages- that are below the
dead line. I say dead line in wages means
below the line necessary to keep him alive.
They are being murdered on the installment
plan.

Now, they breathe bad air in the camps.
That ruins their lungs. They eat bad food.
That ruins their stomachs. These foul con-
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ditions shorten their lives and make their
short lives miserable. When they ask for
more, like the I. W. W. did—we asked for
dry rooms so we could have a place to dry
our clothes. If we don’t dry our clothes—
I have got a bad cold, it bothers my throat
—if we don’t have—that is all right, I
don’t want any water, thank you. You
know it rains very much, now, speaking of
this particular part of the country, which
I always like to apologize for doing, as this
is a world question, I am only using this
as an example, in this part of the country,
for example, it rains a great deal and they
work in the rain. If they didn’t work in
the rain they wouldn’t work at all. When
they come in from the camps, they are
wet, their feet are wet. They go into a
dark barn, not as good as where the horses
are, and the only place to dry their clothes
is around the hot stove made hot to dry
the clothes. Those in the top bunks suffer
from the heat, those far away from the
cold. Well, if they don’t dry their clothes
they put them on wet the next morning.
Then they would have rheumatism. And
- when we asked for dry rooms in which to
dry our clothes, a man like Weyerhaueser,
who owns all this land here as far as your
eye can reach—or as far as a mind’s eye
can reach, almost. Oh, no, he can’t afford
to put in dry rooms. No. Why not. Well,
business is business.

And so the logger, he finds that he is
nothing but a living machine, not even
treated as well as a horse. When the horse
is out of work he is glad of it. When the
wage worker is out of work he is up against
it, they turn the hose on him in Sacra-
mento. All right. Now to show you just
how we look at this. We say that in the
early days a man came into this western
country—this is only an example of the
western country—when land was cheap,
and when politicians could be bought two
for a nickel—that is the way we put it in our
language, understand—they got posses-
sion of this land, like Morgan and those
fellows of the so-called better class, you
know, that bribe legislators, as in the New
Haven Railroad proposition you know
about. They got out here and by bribing
and grafting and gunning and one thing
and another, they got possession of this
land, this forest out here. And then they
say to us:

“You came too late. We own this land.”
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Where did they get it? We know where
they got it, they stole it. But they say:
“We have a legal right,” and all that stuff,
a law they made themselves. Now, ~just
to show you how we look at it, because that
is the vital point, you know, you are talk-
ing now with a revolutionist. I believe I
have the psychology of a revolutionist.
And we look at that as just as ridiculous as
it would be as if suppose we would go out
into the forest, and we would see a lot of
squirrels out there working hard gather-
ing nuts. Then in the winter we would go
out there and we would see the nuts piled
high, and these same working squirrels in
misery. We would say to them, “What is
the matter?” “Why,” they would say,
“Don’t you know what is the matter? Why,
those fat squirrels over there they never
worked and they own all this forest here,
and when we produce the nuts we turn all
the nuts over to those fat squirrels. And
then they have a lot of little clerks to sort
out the wormy nuts, and on pay day they
give us our snuff and our overalls and our
hob-nailed boots—"” the way the worker
puts it, the squirrel would get the wormy
nuts,

We claim that no man has more right to
own this earth than he has to own the air
he breathes; that John D. Rockefeller has
no more right to say: “I own that coal
mine, I own the coal down in the earth as
far as hell.” You don’t have to go very
far in a coal mine to get to hell. You are
in hell if you are in a coal mine, especially
if it is Rockefeller’s coal mine, because he
murders more in proportion to the num-
ber than any other in the country. We say
they have no right to own this. Right is
a relative term. They will own it just as
long as they have the power to own it. And
just the minute that we get the power we
will do away with this thing of some human
beings owning the things iat other human
beings must use in order to live.

And now I will become a real American
again. Abraham Lincoln said, “the gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, for
the people.” Well, that is tame compared
to the I. W. W,, and our idea will prevail
when those who are opposing it are for-
gotten. I believe that, as much as that I
am sitting here. We are the modern
abolitionists fighting against wage slavery.
Here is one of our sayings: “The industries
must be owned by the people, operated by
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the people for the people, instead. of being
owned by the few, operated by the many
for the few.” And in regard to the social
unrest, it is not the degree of exploitation
as much as it is the fact of exploitation.
If we remain in this room for many days
we would learn more about the room as
we remained. We would know that it was
warmer in one corner, and more cool in
another. And so with society, the longer
we live in this capitalist society the more
we learn about it. We have learned that
the capitalist papers, as we call them, will
lie, that they will lie—well, will lie about
the I. W. W., see. And so, as the result
of the lying, and suggestions and misrepre-
sentations on the part of the press, the
workers are losing confidence. You know
we used to say in this country that a thing
was true, and prove it was, by saying we
saw it in black and white. Well, a man
that would try to prove a thing by saying
he saw it in black and white in some of the
papers in this country now, would be con-
sidered a candidate for the insane asylum.
And so with the courts. Now, we are
losing confidence in the law. We have but
very little confidence, I am speaking frankly
of the working class all over the country
and to those of the world this applies to a
more or less extent. The country most de-
veloped industrially will furnish to the more
backward countries the image of their own
future. Now, we are gradually losing re-
spect for the law, because it is universally
expressed in this way, there is one law for
the rich and another law for the poor.
Everyone, generally speaking, will admit
that if you steal a loaf of bread you go to
jail; if you steal a railroad, you go to Con-
gress. Now, that is the way they express
that idea. _
Now, the other class attempts to hold our
class down by high-handed methods, like
the hop-pickers’ case. When you go to
California you will hear about the hop-
pickers’ case. Two men are in jail sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. They didn’t
kill any one. Everybody admits they didn’t
kill anybody. They were telling the work-
ers in that hop ranch what they thought
ought to be done. There was no drinking
water there. Every way the conditions
were unspeakable. I won’t take up your
time with that, I expect you will get all of
that in California. But those two men are
in jail. Now, it doesn’t matter what you
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think or what I think, in a way; what I
mean is this, that going from one end of
the country to the other, any working man
who knows anything about it believes those
men are innocent, and every day they are
in jail—every day they are in jail, just like
rust eats iron—so confidence in the capital-
ists’ courts is dying in the hearts of the .
workers.

Now, they can be high-handed, like in
Ludlow. They can fire the tents there,
and they did. And you have heard the old
saying, “the shot is heard around the
world.” When they fired the tents of Lud-
low, they lighted fires in the hearts of the
workers they can never put out. We are
not patriotic like we used to be, in the sense
that we will fight for the other class to get
markets. We do not take any stock in this
foreign market business at all. The world’s
market for steel, the workers of the world
produce the steel, and no matter whether
the railroad is built in China or in England,
it matters not to us as a class. We do the
work, and all we get is what? As the
wealth piles up on the one hand, misery
piles up on the other, and the working class
see this. They know that labor produced
all the wealth. '

Now, this puts it so any child can under-
stand it. You know we form habits of
thought. Now, we workers know that if
our class wasn’t here on earth at all, the
other class would have to go to work. We
know that well enough. If our class was
not here on earth and the other class
wanted shoes, for instance, they would
have to go ahead and make them, and if
they didn’t know how to make them, they
would have to learn how or go barefoot.
Now, the difference between what we pro-
duce and what we get is the amount of
which we are robbed. All capital is un-
paid labor.

Now, "there are two armies in some
countries in the world, the army of pro-
duction and the army of destruction. The
army of destruction is the military army,
that is it is one of them. Now, the army
of production feeds everybody. They pro-
duce it all, and what we want is for the
army of destruction to disband, and join
the army of production, and then we who
do the work won’t have to work so hard,
won’t have to work so long. We will have
the world’s work to do, but we will have
more help to do it, and then we won’t have
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the capitalist class that class that says:
“We own the earth and the machinery of
production.” We want to put them to
work and make them do their share. In
other words, we want to do away with the
wage system and establish the co-operative
system in its place. :

The labor process has taken the co-oper-
ative form and the things that are used
collectively must be owned collectively.
And this class struggle will never end until
the workers of the world organize as a
class, and take possession of the earth and
the machinery of production, and abolish
the wage system.

Counsel: Now, Mr. Thompson, assum-
ing that we were all in accord with your
ideas, your philosophy of industry, taking
society as it is today, formed of people
with various views, with the majority not,
perhaps, agreeing with your theories of
production, what would you say to this
Commission that it could do, either by
recommendation to Congress, to the various
state governments, or to the workers—the
people of the country, that would probably
be accepted and would lead towards this
newer society that you are speaking of?
Answer: Well, since you put it so broadly
that you recommend to all the different
ones what to do: Now, I would say to the
government, for instance (to put it that way;
I look upon them as a committee of the
capitalist class. But the government, po-
litical government, not the real ruling gov-
‘ernment of the country; I don’t mean that,
I mean the political government.) I mean
that I would recommend to this Commis-
sion that they say to the representatives—
to all whom it may concern—that the cause
of social unrest is to be found in the mode
of production, that a revolution is in-
evitable, that we may delay that revolution
a little, we may hurry it a little, but we
can’t stop it, and that everyone who is big
enough to rise above local interests and
see the inevitable, should do all in their
power to lessen the birth pangs of the new
society being born from the womb of the
old. And to the capitalist class, I would
say to them: “You are doomed. The best
thing you can do is to look for a soft place
to fall.”

Counsel: That, Mr. Thompson, then,
would be your practical suggestions to
this Commission? Answer. I would abso-
lutely think that that would save—if ‘ke
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ruling class of today were hig enough to do
that, 1 believe it would save much misery
in the world.

Council: I don’t mean that, Mr. Thomp-
son. I mean your idea of what.can be ac-
complished. Answer: I lost one point.
You asked me what I would recommend to
the working people?

Counsel: Yes. Answer. All right. We
would recommend to the working class
that they organize as a class and depend
for their labor laws, not on the politician,
but that they should organize and pass the _
labor laws in the union, and enforce them
on the job. We are unlike the editor of the
Seattle Record of the A. F. of L. He says
they, the A. F. of L., issue a paper. You
asked him what the purpose of that union
paper was, and he said—if I remember
rightly, he said it was to teach the workers
their rights under the law and to get them
to work for the passage of better laws. Now,
our idea of a labor paper is that it should
teach the foolishness of going to these poli-
ticians to get these laws, and that they
should pass the law in the union and enforce
it on the job. If you wanted to do away
with child labor, organize and refuse to
work with children.

Counsel: Any other practical sugges-
tions, Mr. Thompson? Answer: I believe
that the way to do away with the unem-
ployed is this: Now, I mentioned a mo-
ment ago that there are two armies, the
army of production and the army to de-
struction. I include the capitalists in that,
because when they eat it is destruction of
property. When the workingman eats, it
i1s in a sense productive consumption, like
a locomotive eating coal. So, I say this:
That—I don’t mean that literally—that it
is real productive consumption when I say
the workman eats, I don’t mean in the
literal sense, but I mean it in one sense;
but in regard to this army of production and
the army of destruction I want to use an
illustration that I think will make clear the
cause and cure for unemployment.

Now, we will take the army of destruc-
tion in an enemy’s country. Suppose that
there is only a certain amount of food to
eat, and it is all in the form of bread; sup-
pose that when we come to see that army of
soldiers, the army of destruction, we see that
they have nothing to eat but bread, but that
one part of the army got eight or ten loaves
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every day, and the other part of the army
had no bread at all. We would think they
were crazy. We would say put that army
on rations; give each five loaves, or what-
ever is necessary so it will go around.
Now, we walk away from them, and we see
the army of destruction; they do not live
on bread—they do and they don’t—they
must have labor in order to live. Well, we
see that some of that army get eight, ten,
or twelve hours labor, and the others have
none at all—well, what would we do?
The same as with the bread. Now, we
divide the bread among the soldiers, and
so we should divide—now notice—we
should divide the work of the world among
the workers of the world. Then, when we
do that, there widll be no unemployment.
If there is not work enough for all of us
all the time, there. must be work enough
for all of us part of the time. The idea
‘of some working ten hours and others hav-
ing no work at all, that is out of date—
ridiculous. The idea of little children be-
ing worked to death while strong men are
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out of work, no one but a savage will sup-
port that in our opinion. So we believe
that we ought-to shorten the work day,
divide the work of the world among the
workers of the world, and then there would
be no unemployment. = Then, the other
class, in their struggle With us, would find
it hard to get scabs, they would find it
hard to get men to eat food that we had re-
fused to eat, as there wouldn’t be any un-
employed to draw from.

Well, when we get the unemployed out of
the hands of the other class, the main club
woutld be out of their hands, and then we
would make the boss, we would force the
boss to pay us more wages for five or six
hours than he does now for eight and ten.
That is not all. When we have divided the
work among the workers of the world, then
we have gotten the bosses around on the
slippery end of the stick. Then we will put
them to work, and this system will be over,
and we will establish the co-operative sys-
tem. That is revolutionary, but that is what
we are after.

UNIVERSAL MILITARY SERVICE

HE Chicago Tribune is running al-

I most daily editorials urging that Con-

gress immediately pass a universal

military service law. One of the
stock arguments this newspaper advances is
that the people would stand for the passing
of such a law now and might seriously ob-
ject to such a law after the present war is
over.

We are very glad to see a progressive
paper like the New Republic coming out
with a strong protest. Says the New Re-
public in effect: We are today fighting
Germany because German Militarism has
become the menace of the civilized world.
It ill behooves people in America to advo-
cate universal military service, an aping of
all the system that makes Germany abhor-
rent to the rest of the democratic world if

Google B

we are honest in our desire to make the
world safe for democracy. The New Re-
public also suggests that if we desire to see
the world disarm we ought to follow our
own teachings at home in regard to univer-
sal military service,- and not build up a
new cause for distrust among foreign
nations after the war is over.

Everybody knows that France was only
able to enforce universal military training
on the working class of France because of
the constant menace of Germany on her
East. If people are honestly eager to abol-
ish the danger of increased armaments
after this war is over, they should demon-
strate the fact that they will not tolerate the
saddling of another great parasitical army
upon this country now, or at any other time.

Today the working class supports, feeds,

-——— esss——
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clothes and shelters not only itself but the
Leisure Class that produces nothing. We
do not propose to have to support a stand-
ing army. We suspect that as long as the
German workers permit themselves to be
used to further the predatory aims, of the
Junkers, no socialist republic will ever be
safe, and we would prefer to see the present
war last five years rather than to see uni-
versal military service, and militarism, after
the German pattern, established here.

The New York Nation, in its issue of
Nov. 15th, publishes an article on Mr.
Theodore Roosevelt and his attitude toward
this question that is illuminating in this
connection. We quote:

“The international point of view he (Mr.
Roosevelt) regards as the refuge of weak-
lings. His own state is his supreme reality
and his highest political conception. He
opposes, however, the Revolutionary ideas
in which his own state had its origin. He
abominates all the necessary ‘red-tape’ of
democratic procedure.

“He wants a government which will take
its people in hand, as the German govern-
ment has done, and mould them swiftly and
firmly into a shape which not the people,
but the Government determines. He is not
at war to make the world safe for democ-
racy ; he is at war to make the world safe
for America. .o

“What he hopes to get out of the war is
not a new lease for democracy, liberty, and
fraternity, but an immensely strengthened
national government, a highly intensified
military spirit, a permanently established
universal military service, and a grim deter-
inination to keep up the population for the
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‘next war,’ so that when Uncle Sam shakes
his sabre the rattle thereof may be heard
and dreaded throughout the hemisphere—
and beyond.

“Now, to speak it frankly, it is not the
socialists, the radicals, the ‘professional
pacifists’ only, but the fighting men and the
plain people everywhere who are growing
unspeakably weary of that kind of cheery,
energetic preparation for repeating on into
the indefinite future the bloody history of
the last three years.

“The hearts and minds of men in all the
Allied lands have been enlisted for the ex-
press and declared object of terminating
forever the barbaric rite of wholesale hu-
man sacrifice. They have been summoned
from the ends of the earth specifically to
slay in the Prussian labyrinth the black-
faced Minotaur of militarism, to which
they have hitherto paid perennial tribute.

“Americans have responded in the faith
of their fathers, undaunted by the cynics or
the savages, trusting that the children of
men who in this country brought to an ulti-
mate end the ancient institution of mon-
archy and the world-old institution of
slavery need not despair of success in
undertaking the radical abolition of a third,
equally hoary iniquity.

“It is not their purpose to substitute the
menace of an American militarism for the
menace of a German militarism. (The
italics are ours.) It is their purpose to
make a secure and lasting quietude for all
the peace-loving, self-governing peoples of
the world. If Mr. Roosevelt is against this
object, he is against this war.”

\
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REVOLUTIONS REVOLVING
By WILLIAM E. BOHN

We have a new world every
week—the lie of yesterday
becomes the truth of today.
By the time the January REVIEW is in the
hands of its readers, all that the wisest are
saying now may be turned to nonsense.

The German drive on Italy has changed
the military situation. As we go to press
(Nov. 11) the enemy troops are approach-
ing Venice. The Russian situation baffles
the allies. They expect little fighting on
the eastern front. The English are slowly
advancing in Belgium and in Turkey. But
French, English and American authorities
are thoroly alarmed. They see that the
central powers have more striking power
left than was suspected—the Anglo-Amer-
ican public is preparing its mind for a
desperate struggle. It is said that America
“must send five million troops instead of
two.

The Military
Situation

The center of the situation is
occupied by the Russian re-
volutionists. Kerensky’s gov-
ernment has been attacked from both sides.
First came Korniloff, a successful general.
- He made a great speech before the congress
of Moscow. He favored blood and iron.
The applause turned his head. Then came
the vision of himself as the Russian Na-
poleon. He rose against Kerensky. The
chief of the provisional government pre-
vailed over the troops of the would-be dic-
' tator by means of argument. So Korniloff
capitulated and was finally pardoned. Then
came the revolution of the Bolsheviki, Re-
volutionary Socialists. The most promi-
nent of these were Lenine and Leon Trot-
sky. These men gained possession of
Petrograd and Moscow and for a time had
supreme power in their hands. They called
a meeting of the National Council of Sol-
diers and working people and a completely
revolutionary program was voted—includ-
ing peace and a division of land.

What we are most interested in is the
peace move. The Bolsheviki proposed a
truce for three months and a conference of

Revolutionists
and Xaiser
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representatives chosen directly by the peo-
ple. There is in this no hint of a separate
peace. How these ultra-revolutionists
could make peace with the kaiser or how
the kaiser could make peace with them
passes understanding. He is the friend and
counterpart of their old enemy, the czar;
while they to him are very devils like his
own Liebknecht. So even if the followers
of Lenine remain the controlling element
it probably will not lead. to a separate peace.
As we go to press Kerensky and his fol-
lowers are fighting desperately to regain
possession of Petrograd. '

Late in August there was held
O; Whare Are in London a conference of
e e erallied Socialists. These men

and women — French, Eng-
lish, Russian and Italian—sent greetings to’
the German Independent Socialists. The
German Independents never before held
the fate of the world in their hands as they
do now. We know, of course, that their
leaders are in jail and many of the mem-
bers are in the army. And all Germany is
under strict military rule. The Germans
are, moreover, the most docile and best
drilled nation in the world. We must not
expect too much.

But the new move of the Bolsheviki puts
a new face on the situation. Lenine and
Trotsky must know what is passing in Ger-
many, and the German revolutionists must
be looking to Russia as to a rising star of
hope. If the Bolsheviki determine the
policy of Russia, may we not expect a new
stirring in Germany?

About Sept. 1 there was a meeting in the
German navy. It appears that sailors are
drafted from the regular naval service to
man the U-beats. Once on the U-boats
their chances of coming off alive are very
small. So the men rebelled. The kaiser
ordered one out of every ten shot. There
was a great wave of protest and finally
only a few leaders were executed.

The incident caused a commotion in the
Reichstag. A cabinet member charged that
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Hugo Haase knew the mutineers and had
encouraged them. Haase did know some
of them. This at least was enough to show
that the rebels were Socialists.
zealous minister had to withdraw his charge
of complicity and the incident hastened the
fall of the Michaelis cabinet.

On November 1 Dr. Michaelis came to
his downfall as chancellor of the empire.
He was put in to fool people into thinking
there had been a reform. But he made a
bad matter worse. So it became necessary
to try another bluff. Count von Hertting,
Premier of Bavaria, was put into his place.

He is a centrist, or clerical, and the fact .

that he is a south German helps a little to
quiet discontent. As was expected, Mathias
Erzberger, the Centrist leader, is delighted
with the change and talks glibly of the
political revolution which he wants to think
has taken place in Germany. Really, all
that has happened is that the Catholic party
has now come to top in Germany.

On Nov. 14 M. Panleve, the French
premier, also met his fate. The Socialists
deserted him and he could not stand with-
out them. He was evidently nursing am-

But the
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bitions for German territory. He would
not promise to be content with the return
of Alsace and Lorraine. In France prac-
tically everyone insists on the return of the
territory stolen in 1876, but many are un-
willing to fight for annexations.

During the first weeks of No-
vember the Italian army suf-
fered an unexpected defeat.
It had conquered a mountain ridge and es-
tablished what looked like unconquerable
lines along to Isonzo. Then suddenly we
read these positions were deserted and the
army was in flight.

Now comes an astonishing explanation.
It seems that Austrian and Italian troops
had begun to get acquainted. Naturally
they had to get out of the habit of fighting.
Then suddenly the high command threw
against this line a force of first-class Ger-
man shock troops. The Italians were un-
suspecting and helpless. Before they knew

The Italian
Retreat

. what had happened there had been a com-

plete rout. A German division was thrust
into the Italian line. Thus a general re-
treat was necessary and cannon and sup-
plies had to be deserted.
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hibiting the use of the mails to the publica-
tion. This injunction was almost immediately
stayed by an order from Judge C. M. Hough,
in the United States court of appeals.

The postoffice authorities again barred the
September issue of the magazine, this time on
the ground that as the magazine had not been
mailed at regular intervals it was not entitled
to the second-class rights. The Masses
brought a second injunction proceeding against
the postoffice department, but the injunction
was not granted. . -

The decision of Judge Learned Hand re-
garding the August issue was reversed on No-
vember 2.

Max Eastman, who has just returned from
the West, said last night:

“These indictments seem to be a part of
the organized effort of certain subordinate of-
ficials in the United States government to
crush the voice of the Socialists. We have as
yet no evidence that the courts of the United
States are a party to these proceedings, and
we have complete confidence that they are
not.”—New York Call.

Liebknecht Party Grows—Amsterdam, Nov.
9.—More and more proofs come to the sur-
face daily to show tﬁat the working class in
Germany stands behind the so-called “minor-
ity” of the Independent Socialist party rather
than behind the “majority,” led by Scheide-
mann, David and their friends.

In the recent party convention in Wuerz-
burg, special care was taken that only locals
in good standing were represented, and could
make motions. A local that had paid up its
dues, but had not publicly said they would
renounce their deputy in the Reichstag if he
joins the Independent Socialist group, lost its
right to representation in the convention.

Despite this, the delegates who were seated
seemed rather to favor the policies of the In-
dependents. For instance, many of the dele-
gates had instructions to oppose all attacks
upon the Independent Socialists. These rep-
resented Nueremburg, Hamburg, 3, Goerlitz,
Breslau-West, Schweidnitz-Strigau, Elberfeld.

Others demanded by special motions that
action be immediately taken to hasten the re-
union with the secessionists, among them Nue-
remberg, Wuerzburg, Bayreuth, Luebeck,
Hamburg 3, Frankfort-on-Main, Wiemar,
Muenich, Danzig, Cologne, Meissen, Stollberg,
and Muehlhausen in Alsace, while Muehlhau-
sen in Thuringia moved to have a committee
of five who should be instructed to negotiate
with a similar committee of the 1. S. P. within
two weeks.

The congressional districts in Alsace-Lor-
raine have all joined the I. S. P, Leopold
Emmel being the only Alsatian representa-
tive who is still with the majority. Emmel
was always with the radicals, and he holds
aloof now only because of an old prejudice
concerning the position of Alsace-Lorraine.

Many motions concerning the democratiza-
tion of Germany were made. Ludwigshaven,
a stronghold of the government policies of the
majority, demanded “a stronger expression of
our demands for democratizing Germany,” and
made a special request that “the realization of
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our minimum demands must come during the
war, because we will stand small chance of
getting them after the return of normal times.”

Berlin, district IV, that is, the reorganized
“majority” branch, made the same demand
in a more emphatic way. Breslau, also a
stronghold of the moderates, urged “that the
speeches in the Reichstag would again as-
sume the character of an opposition party,
instead of the cooing of loving turtle doves.”
Furthermore, this Silesian metropolis demands
with great emphasis ‘“that the government
should make good the promises it has so gen-
erously given.”—New Times. *

Stanley Clark in Jail—Bond has not yet been
secured for Stanley Clark, who is in the Chi-
cago Cook county jail, indicted with the I. W.
W. boys. Comrade Clark is one of the oldest
and most loyal members of the Socialist party
in this country. For twenty vears he has been
one of the most successful speakers and or-
ganizers in Texas and ‘in the Southwest.
Don't forget when you are holding a meeting
for the I. W. W, defence to get Clark’s old
friends to-do all they can for the boys. We
will be glad to receive any special contribu-
tions for Comrade Clark at this office.

Akron, Ohio—Comrade Stehmeyer, the local
secretary, writes: ‘“Received twenty REviEws
and sold them all in one night. Send along
twenty more. We elected eight assessors and
one constable.”

Acting State Secretary Otto Wangerin of
Minnesota, recently drafted into the army, was
sentenced to fifteen years at hard labor in the
federal penitentiary, by general court martial.
It is charged that Wangerin refused to obey
the order of his company commander, Capt.
H. S. Church, to go to the regimental supply
officer and draw his uniform; also that he re-
fused to drill. Comrade Wangerin has long
been a member of the Socialist party.

The Best Weekly—The ReviEw takes pleas-
ure in assuring its readers that W, E. Rey-
nolds is editing a weekly Socialist paper at
Duluth, Minn,, called Truth, and which is sent
to subscribers under postage stamps, which is,
without any exception, the best Socialist party
weekly we have read in a good many days.
If you can spare a dollar, send it along to
Comrade Reynolds and read the most Marx-
ian, newsy, snappy and interesting paper still
on the job. Ad)c'lress Manhattan Building,
Room 510, Duluth, Minn.

Faded Away—The Republic of Haiti has
quietly passed out. A few days since the
American army officer who had been in tem-
porary charge of Haitian affairs spoke softly
to the assembled multitude, to the effect that
these colored gentlemen need not hold any
further elections, and that the United States
would assume full responsibility for the fu-
ture conduct of the island of Haiti. As all the
firearms had long since been gathered in from
the natives by United States officials, the proc-
lamation did not create any unnecessary stir.
—Toronto Saturday Night,

Did some one, some time, somewhere, say
something about “the rights of small nations”?
(From Truth.)



CINCINNATI,

Front Row (left to right)—Philip Rethenbusch, Joseph Geier,
Back Row (left to right)—Walter
J. W. Hahn, Wm, Gruber, T.

OHIO,

ammerschmitt.

Labor Must ‘Put on a Uniform—(From the
Washington Post)—The labor problem comes
on apace. It cannot be dodged. Congress
must face it and master it. When 1,000,000
conscripted American boys are facing bullets
in France, their fathers and brothers will not
tolerate a condition at home that might mean
the useless slaughter of the soldiers. The
nation will demand that able-bodied men shall
be conscripted for labqr, each according to his
ability and training. This labor will wear the
uniform of the United States. Laboring men
will be the foremost in making this demand
for universal liability to industrial service, be-
cause this system will insure a square deal to
labor. Under the selective draft of labor the
United States government can easily build
6,000,000 tons of shipping every year, or even
twice that amount.

Every day drives the hard truth nearer
home. The United States must win this war.
American muscle applied to American mate-
rails, directed by American brains, and sus-
tained by American sinews of war, constitute
the only available resource in this world ca-
pable of demolishing the German power. Eu-
rope cannot beat Germany. Asia cannot beat
Germany. Africa cannot beat Germany.
America can beat Germany, but only by or-
ganization superior to Germany’s.

Greﬁ)ry. A. Feldhaus, Arthur Tiedke,
M.
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COMRADES INDICTED FOR CONSPIRACY

Lotta Burke, Carl Thieman, Frank Ries.
Alfred Welker, Fred Schneider, C. Stapf,

Kautsky Forced to Resign—The summary
dismissal of the veteran Socialist, Clara Zet-
kin, from the editorship of the Gleichheit, the
well known organ of the Socialist women of
Germany, which is also the recognized organ
of the Socialist Women’s International, has
now been followed by the dismissal of Karl
Kautsky, one of the few surviving founders of
Socialism, as editor of Nele Zeit, the scientific
Socialist magazine, which throughout the war
has criticized German autocracy and its ex-
ponents.

This is undoubtedly the reason for Kaut-
sky’s discharge, ordered by the executive com-
mittee of the Socialist party, which is com-
monly known as the “Scheidemann majority.”

Kautsky belongs to the Independent Social-
ist party.

Kautsky himself comments on the action of
the executive committee in an article in the
Leipziger Volkzeitung, in which he says that
the dismissal came so suddenly that he was
not even able to say good-by to his readers.
The discharge becomes formaﬁy effective from
September 31, but the editor has to give up
his activity on the paper at once.

“Sabotage”—The Oakland (Cal.) World an-
nounces that in one week thirty tons of fish
were dumped into San Francisco Bay, although
thousands of families would gladly have con-



380

Library of Science

for the Workers

To understand modern Socialism, you must under~
stand Evolution. Socialists predict the speedy end
of the capitalist system as a result of irresistible
NATURAL LAWS, the workings of which have
been studied for two_generations since their dis-
covery. Most of the books in which theselawsare
explained are too difficultto read and too expensive
t o buy, except for the leisure class. That is why
we have used the slender capital subscribed in
small sums by wage-workers to publish the most
essential of the facts in simple language at low
prices. The ten books here described will give you
a clear understanding of the great process in which
Socialism is the next step.

1. The Evolution of Man. By Wil-
helm Boelsche. Contains absolute proof
of the truth of Darwin’s theory of the
descent of man. Illustrated.

2. The Triumph of Life. By Wilhelm
Boelsche. Describes the resistless tri-
umph of the Life Force over all obsta-
rles. Illustrated.

3. XLife and Death. By Dr. E. Teich-
mann. A study in biology, explaining
how and why life began and how the
life of each individual ends.

4, The End of the World. By Dr. M.
Wilhelm Meyer. A study of the natural
forces that will some time destroy all
life on the earth. Illustrated.

5. The Making of the World. By Dr.
M. Wilhelmm Meyer. Describes the proc-
ess by which dead worlds are re-born
into new worlds and how life begins
again, Illustrated.

6. Germs of Mind in Plants. By R.
H. Francé. A remarkable work proving
that “mind” is not limited to man or
even to animals, but is found in plants
also. Illustrated.

7. Human, All Too Human. By Fried-
rich Nietzsche. A study of human mo-
tives, showing the absence of “free will”
and the folly of orthodox theology.

8. Science and Revolution. By Ernest
Untermann. A history of the growth
of the Evolution theory, showing how
at every step it was fought by the rul-
ing classes and welcomed by the work-
ers,

9. Soclal and Philosophical Studies.
By Paul Lafargue. The causes of belief
in God and the origin of abstract ideas
explained in a brilliant and convincing
way.

10. Evolution, Social and Organic. By
Arthur M. Lewis. A volume of popular
lectures in which the relation of the
Evolution theory to Socialism is fully

explained.
P —

These ten volumes are handsomely bound in
cloth, uniform with our Library of Socialist Classics
of which nearly fifty volumes are now ready. Price
80c each, postpaid, no cheaper bi; the set. Our
stockholders buy them for 80c each postpaid. Ask
for free booklet telling why you should be and how
you can be a stockholder. Address

CHARLES H. KERR &
COMPANY
341-349 East Ohio St., ~ CHICAGO
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sumed the fish if prices had been dropped
+within reach. But to have reduced prices
would have endangered the extremely large
profits of the fish trust in the future. So the
fish were destroyed and the catch will prob-
ably be considerably reduced for some time
to come in order to stabilize the market. It
is all very well to urge the people of the na-
tion to conserve food, fuel, etc., but something
ought to be done speedily to send the an-
archistic destroyers to a place where dogs
won’t bite them.

The U. S. Government Should Go Slow in
deciding to assist the Kerensky party against
the Bolsheviki party in Russia. Better wait
and allow the Russian people to decide which
they want. If the U. S. government really be-
lieves in ‘“democracy” of a kind worth while,
we must not attempt to dictate Russia’s in-
ternal policy. Besides, a really successful
working class revolution in Russia would
weaken German imperialism at home more
than anything the United States can do. And
working class government for all nations lies
straight ahead. No man, no party, no nation,
can long hold back the resistless, oncoming
tide of real industrial and political democracy.
Let us rather clear the way for it and avoid
unnecessary difficulty and suffering.—Real De-
mocracy.

I. W. W. Fight Forest Fires—Missoula,
Mont.—Chief Forester Sillcox says that every
fire-fighting gang working out of Missoula
this summer had an I. W. W. foreman, and
was composed largely of I. W. W. members.

He never had such an efficient bunch. The
I. W. W. leaders sent out orders that the
preservation of the forests was of chief con-
cern, and that wherever the forests and har-
vest fires occurred, all the members were to
get busy immediately in fighting them.—Truth.

The Seattle Daily Call, whose application
for second class entry has been hanging fire
these last ninety-five days, is a great little
daily socialist rebel from the great and grow-
ing west. While only a kid in the journalistic
age, it is a great and fine and dandy young
huskie. It says it is printed to carry the truth
to the people, and it sure does. It has a habit
of calling spades spades, and not garden im-
plements. It costs 50 cents a month. Slip
’em a four-bit piece. You need the paper and
as they are a Socialist paper we’ll gamble they
need the money—7Truth.

Labor, Capital and Government—In his re-
cent address before the American Federation
of Labor convention in Buffalo, President Wil-
son said: “I believe that I am speaking of
my own experience not only, but of the expe-
rience of others, when I say that labor is rea-
sonable in larger number of cases than the
capitalists.” He indicated that he would
speak further on this subject at a future time
when addressing ‘“the capitalists” themselves.
The President’s statement is of great impor-

few possess. Parliculars free,

SE KNOWLEDGE. The kin that everybody wants, but that
LIBERTY PUB. CO., Sta. D, Box 4-B, Cleveland, 0.
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tance at this critical time. Employers of labor
everywhere should study it in all its aspects.

On the day following the President’s ad-
dress the chief executive of the American
Federation of Labor, Samuel Gompers, spoke
to an audience of Buffalo business men at the
Great Buffalo Club, and was roundly ap-
plauded when he said: “No bolsheviki and no
anarchy would exist in Russia today if that
country had an organization like the American
Federation of Labor.,” Here is another state-
ment that should be considered by employers
of labor in the light of experience.

A day or two later the National Founders’
Association, at its annual convention in New
York City, took a positive stand against what
in a telegram to President Wilson it desig-
nated as “the autocracy of labor.” This asso-
ciation represents approximately 600 manufac-
turers of iron, steel and brass, employing more
than 500,000 men in open shops. Its telegram
to the president challenged the methods of
Secretary of Labor Wilson, who was declared
to be operating through a labor registration
bureau “a surreptitious scheme to unionize all
industry.” The association says further: *“To
gain that measure of efficiency requisite for
the proper, equipment of our army and navy
we stand squarely on the platform that the
processes of labor shall not be interfered with
and trust employes thruout the various indus-
tries of the nation may quickly be brought to
a realization of the fact that autocracy of la-
bor is fully as disturbing to the welfare of
mankind as is the autocracy of government.”
Rightly or wrongly, organized labor interprets
these words as a threat. Yet surely this is
the worst of all possible times for employers
and workers to engage in disputes. All alike
should show a spirit of cooperation in the in-
terests of their imperiled country.

It is apparent that organized labor and or-
ganized employers are both putting pressure
on the national government. The chief spokes-
man of that government goes so far as to
say that “labor is reasonable in a larger num-
ber of cases than the capitalists.” The presi-
dent should make known the facts and should
make good his promise to discuss the subject
before employers of labor.

There are, speaking broadly, two groups of
employers in this country. One is typified m
the National Founders’ Association, which is
militantly active for the open shop. The
other group of employers includes men like
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Richard Aishton and Thurston Ballard, one a
railroad executive and the other a manufac-
turer, who represented the employers on the
federal industrial relations commission. In
their separate report for the commission they
said that personally if they were wage earners
they would be members of labor umons, and
they favored recognition of and negotiation
with the unions.

The present crisis in the tripartite relations
of labor, capital and government must neces-
sarily result in a wide public discussion of the
views and methods of the two classes of em-
ployers, as well as of the claims of organized
labor. But at the outset the public cannot af-
ford to lose sight of the great overshadowing
need—industrial peace and the highest pos-
sible degree of production in essential indus-
tries. Through these and not otherwise, can
the war be won.—Chicago Daily News editorial.

For Free Press—The A. F. of L. convention
at Buffalo, November 19, endorsed that part of
its executive council’s report which demands
that the rights of a free press and free speech
shall be jealously guarded during the war
period.

“The only environment in which free insti-
tutions can be maintained,” says the report,
“is generated through freedom of expression
and press. Untrammeled discussion is the only
safe preliminary to determination of policy.
A minority group, suffering from injustice, can
more readily secure redress when freedom of
speech exists. The minority cause of today
becomes the accepted method of tomorrow.
Repression never removed any injustice or
corrected an evil.

“The public press is the public forum. It
creates and directs public opinion. Publicity
calculated to mislead can be counteracted by
increased publicity for truth.” Let those who
speak or write treasonab]e thoughts be tried
by the courts. Freedom must not be con-
fused with license.”

The committee which reported on this ex-
ecutive council view of the convention today
said, after endorsing these views: “We are
in accord with these fundamental principles,
and that especially during the war period there
should be no restriction of free speech and a
free press, and that those who abuse and defile
these cornerstones of democracy should be
pumshed by due process of law and a trial

by jury.”
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FREE PRESS

and

FREE SPEECH

Number . of that new live-wire propaganda weekly

is the greatest piece of libertarian literature ever published.
It outlines an original campaign against postal censorship
and for preservation of the remnant of our radical press and
the restoration of that part which official despotism has de-
stroyed.

Many of the most powerful publicists in the country
write for THE PALADIN, which is edited by Walter Hurt
and published by Phil Wagner.

Every friend of freedom should aid this great drive for
democracy by ordering a bundle of this big special edition of
THE PALADIN for distribution.

Paladin Bundle Rates

25 copies............. 30c 200 copies........... $1.50
50 copies............. 50c 500 copies........... 3.50
100 copies............. 80c 1,000 copies........... 6.00

‘Paladin Publishing Co.

705 Market Street ST. LOUIS, MO.
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News from Nowhere

By William Morris

Is a story of the triymphant working class in the year 2000. It is a delightful
picture of revolutionary Dreams Come True, where all perform the tasks they
can do best and every man and woman has abundant leisure for study and
enjoyment.

What will become of jails, politicians, prisons and millionaires, of poverty,
judges and the laws, when the workers throw off the shackles of wage slavery and
triumph over the capitalist class? William Morris tells you in NEWS FROM
NOWHERE.

In this book the workers have made labor a thing of joy and beauty, as well
as comfort and satisfaction.

WHhat will the future society be like? William Morriss tells us, not as a
prophet, but as the Dream of an Artist Revolutionist.

Read NEWS FROM NOWHERE and lend it to your friends.
Price, postage included, $1.00.

ORDER BLANK

Charles H. Kerr & Company,
341 East Ohio St., Chicago:

Enclosed find $............. , for which please mail ............ cop.... of
News from Nowhere.




The Economic
Causes of
ar

By
PROF. ACHILLE LORIA

of the University of Turin

Price $1.00

This is the one really notable Socialist book published since the beginning of the
Great War, and thru the translater, John Leslie Garner, we have obtained the privilege of
offering it to American readers.

The author begins by showing that international relations, ever since written history
began, have resulted from international trade. This trade has been a necessity because the
people of each nation needed commodities which either could not be produced at home at
all, or only at the cost of much more labor than was required to provide other com-
modities to send the foreigner in exchange for his. He goes on to show how this inter-
national trade, at first beneficial to every one, finally became a menace to the profits of
some of the capitalists in the various nations. A code of international law had been
evolving to protect the foreign merchants in their travels, but later this law was often
suspended or destroyed by wars.

Professor Loria shows in detail how economic causes thru historical times alternately
made for peace and for war between nations, and how the forces making for peace have
increased so as to make wars less frequent than formerly. A supplementary chapter,
written since the beginning of the Great War, analyzes its economic causes in detail, and
the author closes by showing that the only permanent remedy for war is the transfer of
power from the war lords and magnates to the workers.

Charles H. Kerr & Company,
341-349 East Ohio Street, Chicago:

I enclose $1.00, for which please mail a copy of “The Economic Causes of War.”

Name.................. G s W e 6 s e Address. ... ... ... ... . JE
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