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Railwaymen Beg'in Drive
To Restore 1920 Scale

Save the

Progressives Rally to

: Shopmen Lead Fight
For Wage Raise -

BY MORTON F. CRAWFORD .

.THE shapmen on. the Chiocago,
Milwaukes and 8t. Paul railway
" have iaken the lead in raising the
‘ demond, against the “established
three uenl.s and for reslornuon of

‘Miners™ Union
Lewis Uses Wholesale

4

Tlmt" Bimm Dollar Dividend

l‘raud in l:lection

BY lAm I—EE :
THE United - Miné Worlcers “of -~ ..
Amerlea 18 witnessing wile.pey .-
voli againstcorrupt-rule; ﬂul#_ T
meelings are held all over the flelds
Tens of t!ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁs—ﬂﬁlm atfok=—"

0—soate: mrm;wumu uuvlv
‘s discontent nmong the railroaders
_al the ridioulous “three conts” in-
“orease and there -ig the muking of
a powerful {eft wing mavement
among progressive olemenis to-get
back the wage ocuts of recent years.
Usin@ the plea of “poverty”, the
rallway companies, who had the
co-operation of the government and
the all too willing union offisials,
" “succeeded--sinve-4921-1022; in-car-
rying out-a-wholo series of wage
outs. Since the: Shopmen's strike
wis lost by reason of & lack of 8
general strike—a strong movement
for which was sidelracked by the
" union leaders—the unions retreated
g ] avurywhere nmi the companies en-
- conntered 1 nmmzﬁd resisf,-
'’ . ance.

- e An 5842379552 Wage Cut_-

trides, the

on aii classes; many losing as much

as 31.20 a day from their pay. How

this -benefiied the companies - and

jured the standards of the men,

mby be seen by Lhe difference be-

eon thie total wage bill of the
railrpads _ for 1920, 2 which 'was
$3,742,486,936, as compared to the
wage fotal paid in 1925, which was
82,900 107,384, or a vearlv reduc-
- tion-of wa

| tiom of | $1,000,000,000 profts to
—Begfnnmywnﬁﬁ%meohanloab L] it -
rape T e T e r T

PRODUCING
MELONS A is' |-
FROMTHE SAME INE-
(eurss coLLaoRATION )
OR, THE CENTLE
ARTOF WKINE‘-
WORWERS /

THE
=2

w e
\¥ ahlnslon D C~-Employ-
l'l

New York: HFollowing news of -
the market's Christmas distribu-

mi;a,
bﬁ'zw

- Ay T
-t L Eo .~ pent, "~ aceor

aﬁ‘eal _geized'.
"""L ,r Stanl

T
corporalion’s ml’ cent’ sfook

Even the sltshtest oxamination
into wages shows what low yearly
wages hundreds of thousands of
raflronders - are getling. In 1925,

dividend, as the spark needed to
sel’ off the wildest demonstration
ever wilnessed on the stock ex-
change . . &

Corporalion earnings for 1926
are going to make a remarkably
md showing, says Moody's re-
view, In many industries thera
‘has -been-—a notable—inereasein
operaling efliciency and margins
of profit.—From the Chicago

statistich. of the Department -of
Labor—From -the -Ghicago Trib-
une.

“Yogterday 300 ‘families ap-
pealed for. Christmas aid. One
year ago only 150 families regis-
tered appeals. In some, a child-
ish serawl Lells how—'Papa works
in the stockyards and his wages
of $23 & week is not enough to
keep us.'"—From the Chicago
Tribune's Christmas char:lﬂ pub-

Tribune. licity.

3. ‘
erg-hy-th et —
ing H:u naumen of anti-administratio s
ochndidates, a lefl wing newspaper, - :

The Minér, all these trickle
among the -looal unions, and-ave - —
~| passed labout by the members,

L-gr‘the first time in history, theral
is a_widespread progressive move-
ment, with some semblande of or-
ganization, ‘tind ‘at-least -a- general
unity of ]{urpuln. All the literature
scatlered this year hears- the follow-
ing set of slogans, either in this
form exactly, or paraphrased: :
No wage' cul—Organize the non-
union , flelds—Honest elections—
Democracy in. the union—Clean out
the Corruptionists—Abolish  the.
operalorg’ influence in the, union—
Nationalization “of mines—Shaort -
torm joint contract for bituminous

|- and -anthracite . l!.elgn—l\zn —surrendep —— -

tement——— -
and all

U

-tha formaunn n!’ a labor pnﬂ.y v i

The miners! eleotions, inter="""
national, and in’ mosl pnrm, district
and aubdiulriet, ‘ave. just been
finished. Wherever honest reports
are available, they show majority
-vote- for ﬁmgwesive oandidatas,
which “in the inlernational means
Brophy t’nr President, Stevenson for
vice=pri for-
socrelary (reasurer. But Lewis will
steal the “election.

~ The Fight for tlils Conventlon.

523,000 men averaged only s|,200

for the year; over 400,000 got only
about. $1,000; and 202,920 section
laborers received .a mlserab)s 3877
for working GlT year. Such wages
are far below the adniitted level
of health and decency for a family.
Even the income of the ‘highly
__sgkilled ~workers Dbarely provides

them and their families with ‘the

y forls of life.
Enormous Company Profits

Simultaneously with the wage

‘cuts, the proflis of the companies

S began to rise. Official figures shaw

that each year has given the com-

_* panies a’bigger profit thad the year
befors, as follows:

.- 4020, -+ 600,837,356
1922 760,187,319
1923 ... 061,055,457

-4024 ..
1925 . 1,136,984,234
19026 -(estimate)... 1,250,000,000

) The 1926 profits excéed all pre-
- e vinus ‘records. They ara:12 per
< -oent-over 1925 and 100 per oent
ahove 1024, when the _wage outs
_ began,
i .—."These enormous proﬁl,u have been
X made possible by the wage outs on
_ " _one hand and speeding up the
“workers on the-other. Testimony
‘al Tagent wage .-hearings show how
much greater is the amoynt of work’
perjormm_hy_eaoh employa~in tha
. _indusiry  than._in provious years..
. "Efigiency” *méthods; the B. nd 0.

H‘%‘Hmn“

973,870,078 [..4.7 .

WHAT LABOR UNITY STANDS FOR

“=The fight now centers around the : 6 ; /
internationnl and dislrict conven- - /
ventions. Delegales are now being

elecied to them. The International = j

LaBor UNITY is an open forum for all left wing and
peogressive trade union groupings in the American ]abor
movement.
s~ LABOR UNITY advocates a program of aggressive E-arlb
unionism. It opposes class mllhhumb:m, whether openly
initiated by the employers through company unions, or-
put in to practice By agreement of employers and trade
union- officials through “co-operation”.

. LABOR UNITY stands for the organization of the un-
organized wage wWorkers.

LABOR UNITY opposes “dual unionism and secession—1
movements,

LABOR UNITY advocates amalgamafion of craft umons
into streng industrial unions. =

LABOR UNITY advocates the admission of all workers

to trade unions, regardless of ‘age, sex or race, e

LABOR UNITY champions trade.union umty. natnonally
and internationally.

LABOR UNITY .advocates the formation of a Labor Party
. baged upon the trade unions.

-LABOR UNITY opposes corruption and gangsterism in
the trade unions, and advocates democratic rule by the
.. membership”

_LABOR TINITY supporta all struggles and crrgan{zntlona
of the workers,” economie, political and othermse. which
fight against the capitalist class.

- LABOR UNITY advocates co-operation and agreament be-
* rtween all progressive groups in the labor nfo\?ament fnr”
the ahove_and other mutual nimn. P g

| convenfion meels January. 25, and
the Lewis machine has served notlee |~
that the votes in the international
" election will not be counted by that
Lime. _—
Thls means- that Lewis will not ~ Jl.
h ~

¥ is prestig

any announcemcnt of the bare-faced

‘ateal he is contémplating, but hopes

to get the oonvention out of the way — -

-| -quietly, first. The -two, principal
issues al’ the convention are (v o

pecled to he the enforoement of a—=——-=—""

fair count in the international afd.

dislriet - elections, and Lhe coming

biluminous mzreemen_lv

The Big lmqe Ahead

‘The importance of the fight for
the biluminous fields : when the
Jacksonville agreement expires next
April, cannot be.oxaggerated: - The
operalors ‘are preparing_ to attack
the union wage scale, on the ploa
that the low wnges of the unorgan
ized flelds, mostly in the south
makes a wage oul nécessary “in the
northern, unionized flelds:” This<is
the scheme of the big inferests:in s
the npnrnt,qra association, with'
mines in hoth unfon and non-union )
flolds, Lo ofisn e way to-further
wage culs, i the unorganized fields,
then in the organized, and keop see- t
--sawing-wiges downward. .
~-The life of the union is al Tike
in Lh!s and to sav y-itse!f the union .

C

i 7 paae 5)




HE. ;eactlomﬁi trnde “union
ledders- have  begun & . fresh
uumpmgn in_their "ceaselesy war

agninst progress in he labor move-"

ment. The koynoto for the jattack

" svas Bounded by. President Green_in
. the Decemhor 'Americun Federa~-
tionist.

Green, singling out “the.

-—Communista as. highly active lead-

; Jmaiuann! movements in the unions,’

ers in the various progressive op-

‘demands their; ruthléss extermina-
tion. The other bureauerats, fol-

lowing his lpad, hiave begun.a bit- |

ter altack against the left wing on

- _all fronts, delails of which shall be

- mandin

-tenso compatition

duclion,

pointed out as we go hlong.

* The- basic- caughs -pf 1liis unpre-

cedented attack on the progressive
foreg in th “uniong-are to be'found
nterests of the

oppositional omenw dnve'lopad

The historio nio strike-was'a
ohallenge and a threaf to the whole
system of- present-day trade_union
lendarahlplﬁ The Iuﬂ.-tg;i New York |
Furriers' strike resulled - not only
“in a“violory Uhat made the 40-hour.
week & réal lssue, bul glso in -
sharp pnrsnnhl defent. for President:
Green. "In the ranks of “the upper
bureaucrdcy itself a split océurred.
over the question of the recogni-
tion of the Soviet Union and steps

-The “reng !,lonar o8 stmok eir

oot big Iﬂovi' during. the A F: Yot L.
Convention. * Nev
| can Inbor. conventior hna-there heen

Euruseth
-flamed |
anlnsf the’! Th owasion was
‘a commitles reporl condemning the
redognition- of - Boviet - Russia -and
the sending of a- 'l‘rm!a Union Dale-
gation, P
Bul the gonter of lha,am::k wes .
t the le! mpve—
ment,’ _especially. Tin’ thé Miners' |
Union, 'The piece. -de rnhtancc
was the Coyle letter.  Left, wing

Passaio; and g]aewhura were_ hardly-
_mentioned in this" aiiack! ~ The-

smplo_vars. An important confr

uting factor in crealing the soriie-

_wha{-hysterical aimosphere accom-

panying the attack. is the uncer-

tainties and” dangers for American’

capitalism.sat_home and abroad.
Cause of Alarm

All Europe is organizing against
the United Stales on the war debls
.and other issues: Germany -and other
countries are “ralionalizing” their
industries, which means more in-
in the world
markets; the Chinese situation is
highly alarming; the British gen-
eral strike was a_great shock; the
nrxf\mza!l.nn of the European Bleel
Trust is a menace,

At the- home lhe prospecls of
ronlinued prosperity grow mdre un-
corlain; Ihe “ratlroad workeys are
dmp!\r discontented  and - are 'de-
g wage" mcreases, a grealt
coal™8trike looms for” next” 8pring,
The unjon bureaucrafs making the
attagk ag"‘m?m-{pf&—w- % In the

ons Téflect all the mervou

ad interest of the employers in
this situation.

Rurenucrats Surrender

Then there is the great. urge of
the M’npln}nrs for increased pro-
They are constanily in-
troducing mew and more efective|
speedzup sytsems. They also make
war ngainsl_slrikes and A1l forms
of milifancy. e trade “ugfon
Iraders are in slep with this move-
ment. Until the defeal of the Rail-
road Shopmen in 1922, they made

__some show of fighiing the bosses.

~ With their B. & O.

S+ Laws, and similar__schemes,
are company- —urtionizing the trade |

. this process,

Bul now, convinced that the em-
ployers, are too strong to resisl,

they—heve surrendered to-them al- |

together-and become their agents:

Plans, trade
capitalism, Waison- Parker |
they

union

uhions and -turning - them -into
agencies - to - speed up production.
1L is. significant Lhat in Lhe. same
jgsue of the Faderationist that de-
clared open war nn Lhd Communists, |
Green  also  had- anolher article

——agenly proposing to turn (he trade

‘unions into-company unions.

The bureéaucrats have in-mind; in
primarily . their own
inlerests as a group.

_ all does ot -go smioothly for them.

* skilléd and s&mi-skilled, démhand &

The workers, especially the up-|

struggle  against the employers.

Seripus ravo‘lts take place amongst
‘them, and even in the vanks of the.
o Lmdumon Bureaucracy. -

Membership Revolt
—The-rank and-fils-

« Union

(Der.roib, {hieago, New.. York,
h'urgh ‘Phﬂadalphinl‘ {

They abandon
- the interests of the workers.. But

-upheavals have-
become especially; signifiéant in the

tho. combined . progressiye
elameru,a defeated = Jbtmston—1In.
many, sectipm a—-wt—-mr[}nrpa;ter!

Wm. Z. FOSTER

ware laken, in spile” of official op-
position, to send a Trade Union
Delegation Lo Soviel Russia, Mean-
while, the New York Cloakmakers

lheir historical
e

embarked  upon
Aty bty

The Enmpnlgm of neacunn
The refctionary trade union lead-
ers become genuinely alarmed at
all these developements. - Their
-policy _of mmpnny-umnnizmg the
trade umnns and subjugating them

o the employers was lhresﬂaneﬂv

| union.

ment, the United Mino Werkoru.ﬁ
Faselsl. Mu!hods Awm

Since the convention the “renc-
tionaries—have. devaluped the fight |
on many fronts. “In the December
Ahierican . Federationist, Green
-calls -for a general altatk upon the-
Tel. wing, .Sigmai,  President, of-
thg L. G. W5 took this cue and
illegally—seized—conirol-—of—
Cloakmakers', Strike-and ral:r\ovad
from - office \‘% regilarly el
trade. union—o¥licials of Lhaeﬁ
York -Joint Board ‘and ifs amlinted
unions, an _action® .that suspends
t somd 50,000 workers and splits the

In the Amalgamatéd 'ﬂlﬁf.liltTK
_Workers, the Hillman-Beckerman
machine. has_inténsified .its_cam=
‘paign of expulsions-andlerroriem.
‘Meanwhile préparations are being-|
‘made, wnder.A._ F,.of L. ‘supervi--

-gion, 14‘1 dq&;a_\ blow ab: he Furru;%y“_

st Courd,
out, lhe naedle ‘jndustry the oill-~
cials ~of the wuhions are rap

developing - genuine fascist™ tacu

ymashing up left Wlns meaunss.
blacklisting workers;"“¢te. ~-They |
are determined lo force upon the

in ‘any Amarl--i-
auoh a m;'lld campaign of “red-balt- |- :
. 0y,

[-Union, ‘No. 330 of tha L W.’

activities- in-—the—needle-—trades, |.

fNght .turned uround the_| eart—of |
the American frade union move- ||

- ing industry was

the- =

binnuon—uf thraenaral Gcm—T

striotion ~ Workers' ' . Industrial
ZUnion, -No. 810, and ths Bnllding
Gonhtmouuu wnrkau' Induystrial

ded the torm of E." W, Latohe
as sedrotary-treasurer of the tzllar
industrial union", -which' aver: {
|.660 membeérs’ ‘during ita Iasl, ¥,

‘onding Seplembér. 30, 1926, * Fe]
‘Worker Laluham nubmltted

560 what=1s_the matfer. withthe
"I W.W. in-general arid the Building
~Workers"I. U.-330. hrpg foular
M\Hha—report-uy

| "Our only attem ],m"p tensa.

‘dn organization dr ive in the bulld- !
uring 1025, hen
wo tried fo use tha situation'w |=_i
/the--Bridge #gnd Structural." Iro
Workers' -Usiion, as an_ entering| .
wedge, for, the plrpose of spread-
“ing 1. W.,\(’ propaganda and organ-
ization among the ‘building . trad
unionisls

“ln this cqmpalgn. was apanj/ihe* i
aqm of 81,411.92, and “the only re-
turns to date was the. total of $81.50 -
in cash, which was remitled by the
ormnlzer in-New York, .Of the 26 —
new members initiated,  only :two
have paid dues the second time and
none the third. Five orgmluﬂ
‘were-gent out.” . S

‘As to what to do about it. Lnl.nh,
_em_rswmmenda a course_of action—
_that -verges. near, -if it -daes. not
“wholly, -accopt—the policy- of--the —— .-
T BB L, which the-1. W. W, has

in depreciation, the
policy —of -"boring— from——wil.m 3.
He says: -

““For some. hma to com - the
1. W. W. in_the building mduatryL
cannot expect to be- more than-an -
-ngitational -‘and - propaganda hud;.
except in a few igolated. placas,

| Their Wenuerw of —the
unions was endangered. Something
had to be done. Henee. the A, F.
of L. Execulive Council al its meet-
ing just prior to Lhe recent con-
vention, made il a special order of
business to develop- a new war

mions lhﬂ*company—\mioninlion-'
ted_upon lw Ihn em-
"I‘-"H's*

On Many Fronts

‘In other unions and industries |

the attack also ' proceeds apace.

Lewis has slolen the election ln
the Miners' Union by wh

w

T PT
selves—that—our

late and detach us rrom direol con-
tact with the workers, both inside
“and-outside the craft unioni :

¥k W #
'-p HE prmolpn! tarm eropu of the

cannolb_iso

{againal—the_lefl wing.

_ 8pveral specific  actions were
fakén. Among Lhem were a ruth-
less condempation of.the. Passaic
s1r1!m a nhivanrm repudialion of
| the propose; ion {n Soviel
Russia, and the appointmenl of a

frauds, and is now preparing fo.
terrorize the "approaching con=
vention of_tha Miners'. Union.. In
the Mathinisls' Unios, Wharton,
the new presidenl, is sdpporting
E 1 the rxx-pulsion policy_and_the re- |
‘acti narmc or Dist. »8, Chmngq, an-

A U sSTA N Wraprem[eﬂ”i‘——‘*
decline in lotal value of $1,148,000,- L
-000-from Lhe same.crops in l925, tho -

chief declines being in colton and

corn. There is an 8.4 per cenl loss -

| 'in_grain_production. ~This reftects

the contluund ag'ra-rinn crisis.

l special commiliee Lo invesligate the
Fur Workers' strike for “pur-
pose of diseredifing itz lea ership
and cleaning the sniled 'skirts of |
'i't‘vmrlr'nl Green.

The Miners" Struggle
‘“mm\hile. a hir junheaval “was
developing _amongst  fhe miner
| Incensed _anil: areused:— hy— th
treachety and terrorism of -Lewis,
and , seeing- their uhion rapidly
moing 1o pwcnq the progressive.
forces hmong' the-miners organized
{hemselves, under: {he leadership
of Brophy and with the slogan of
“Sayve the Union", for a struggle
azainst the Lewis ,mn{-him-' in the
wloptions*in the district and nation-
al convenlions. and in the -ap-
proaching bituminous strike. The
great mnss—e!’—-lha_‘mlnars‘ suppo:!,
{his" movement. -

Tﬁaamhenvalvnmeng the wmlnej‘u
galvanized the reacllo:\anea into .

nlasn enlleboration—hy (hedevelop-
. mititan
iners n

mant
msl\

prina. - Fhey-d
}. war Iu Lhe 'knltn

(Qtrlka among: the-

—nolimnee I.Il“l. HIH)‘ \\!ll ]JLlL Il IJII.U
effect, ...

In New York 1he Soma]uat lnnd-
erg of the trade ufiions have or-
ized “The..Committes for the
servalion of the Trade Unions",
whose' avowed purpose’ it_is tlon
drive the lofl prngrnsmvo elements

from _fhe uminfis. - _TlL_proposes to
carry oul a nnlrnnTenmpn‘ITﬁn
this basig:

Progress Ctmnm Be (‘rnshm]

But Lhis hl!.ter allack will -not
succeed in erushlng the forces of
progress in Lthe unions. The com-_
pany-unionizatlion of the- (rade
unions «by the  speed-up of the
wbrkers, the abandnnment. ‘of

formglion of Lhe leaders into_at
*Ameriean” brand of -faseiats, “ton- |
| slitytés _an abandonment” of -the |

workers' interests which they will’|

1
b\ll‘aﬂlltl‘ﬂ[‘l} are nnw threnfening so:
udly-to put inl.9 e rct‘cm.

LT deg,

| workers'

dolive slrike policy. and the erﬁ‘

ho le-L‘-
thlewwili‘«pmrmtllh~!k 1

unions. © Nowhere was it more
‘ruthlessly. applied than in _the
Miners" Union, - Lefl wingers wore
cxpellea on all sides, No'-doubt
Lewis thought he had gotten rid of *
:Jhnm cnmplataiy Yel now seg]ﬂm
e -he . has
mmr—'rlrf—mm
land an aggressivg defense of the " |
interests will- find *6x- ]
‘pression in spile of every attompt -
of the Tonctionary—teadership to
supprress it..

_The Effective An Answar

"The ‘answar fo the prasaht war
against proj eaa in the unions is
anm, lnl,ens}ﬂaallnn of our work in
ev nio The _left. ‘wihg - and-
\progréssive eloments mus nit
re firmly than -ever for: - mil
tant strike policy, for the organize-

“last two years. The lefl wing of | action.’ TL ‘was & blow at their | not brook. They wil! find ways | tion .of ~the unorganized, fop-the =%
* ths New - York - Furriers enptured very oitadel, , It threalened the de--| and means lo reglster Ihvh‘ _resis|- a;algamallon ‘of %hg orn[t. Jnlons j
the—local Feint—Board. The ‘same | fept- of a  vital section of their | ahce against, these, polfcies= and into- industrial - s;ummizum.mmL for.
thing . happened in the Naiv York machiné, -the spreading  of Lthe put’sinlg . effc i real’ alruugle thd - labor _parly, . and -for the
—Jdoint Board:of (he Ladies' Garment..| ﬂshL_to_n!,her._nnﬁlx_n or | Againsl the e onrs#—‘ 'thi brai

_Workers:- “Union. _Tn-tha -Machinists® | fent, the repudiation- bLLhoir —~The-exp slqn polioy:-ivhich—the

failad ntf.erly in tho.needls’
Mat ef.




‘rp HE | e:oio atn'l debnvmlued tex~
‘L tile—workers_of- Passaic, -New-
Juraey. have ‘just won a signal vie-~
tory in the mo ntubbornly fought
and longest atrike:in the’ higloty” of
_the _textile. .indust The now
famous : Pasalo st a8 lasted.

“the-greal mills of the Bolany Con-
solidated Company, Inc. aghinst-a
.. ten per cent wage cut; they go iack

S
N ,in Decembér, 1926 wnth the ten per-

i cent oub restored and o flve po)

. pent inoreass in many departments.

~ This applies to the 6,00 Botany mi mill

wobkers,

They streamed out nearly a year-
age, an unorganized mass; they re-
turn todey, n diciplined, orgnnimd
gection’ of tho labor movement—a
local of the Uniled Textite Workers
of Amerita afliliated with the Am-

i
from snow - lo.Bnow. \{I'my strick |-
last” January, 1920, -walking -out of

moinl prejudices were ‘played’ upon
- to divide the-strikérs' ranks;-every-|
form of frdud-afd force was used -
to drive these.textilo~workers of
Passale “back into- the. mllla._
Through it all the smker
firm. ..
llelense um.l Ommter-Munk |
Against the gas bambs. they pul
on gas masks and manned the pioket
lines; they broke -ilje injunctions;
they published their own paper:
Ahey forced their priests to line up
for the strike; they exposcd the
_schemes ~of the delectives aud
“laughed- them out of Passaio; they
“"‘Q‘ to jail with songs .of vlcmry

] *-Thee
—~twners.had: raised the’ Isbueof Vreds
and communism'; in order to:iry to"

divide ‘the workers and 'break’ tho’
"strike,—Tho mill. OWIIBS | refuded Lo

.| meet ‘Weishord and- were Jolned by

Mr. MoMghon} =} ~=— -

Then -Mr. - Hilfers, New Jorsey
state organizer of the A. F. of L,
came out- and denounced the strike,
saying lhat the-strike was lost and .
the wor!mra should 8o hack to the
phills,

Albert Walshord. the young strike.
lender, was working in close tm-I

operation with /a corps of oxperi=
5 ,_

VEII\'
study.

érican Federation of Labor.

: Gus 1s Baok!

1 _In Jonuary 1926-a committee of
tha Botany worlwrfo headed by

- 'Guslav %ak. fled into the office of
the Botany Worsted Mill lo de-
mand a restoration of the 10 per
cent wage-ocut. The proud and
tyrannigal J-l,axtllu' bosses ~ literally
“threw tho committee @nd Gus Deak
“oul of their office.
—Deak-is-the President of the U. T.
“W. local in-Passaic and the mighty

s
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um! pmgmnlve n um
pmﬂl. by me rich experl

organize the un.orgnmm masses | nu) tl;e Amarican lahor mop\?emant,‘ ;

movemen i. should ™
um Pamie wxﬂla

~|-ond “AfMliation: was eleofed. by the-

T8 nr the lnhnr mo vement
‘months than many workers’
in’ years, The. toxiile atvik
| oussed:the AF, -
_meoting ‘and-;tame - Lo dnre

ne\nua!.e
belween progressive, militant’
.uriionism’ and the class* collab 8
tionist policies of "'Woll, Green, Mo:
Mahon.and their lke, §
The "leadership...of ‘fhe P an

Bl
strike- then prooce ceeded - {o.. [ flj.oﬂ_le____k
“break” idto the U.-T. W, and’ t

A/ F.of L, Whal right had -
Mahon - and, *Green - Lo “keep theaa
splendid Aghters for trade Unionism
out of the regular lahor movement9--
A Plenary Committee for Bettloment

strikers.in mass meeting. ‘Pregsurs:

wag prought to bear on the buredu-
crnts_ The -Pagsale sivile nmu In=it

’;....:. “workers [n_this

and it shows:
(1) That the mjll]
_couniry understand the need for

earry on a militant struggle for
(2) Thatthese uniorganiz
unions and will become ils m

workers will Join the rogulas trade
loyal and-

‘adp union organization ‘nhd will
right to organize.

tant. elements. -

-+ self _a- challenge: (o - them,

Today, Gus |

in the-big machine Industries, such as
textile, ], .automotive; megal and machinery,
ete., will hr.l.ng new life encrgy Into the A. F. of L. and “compel
the present Ieadershlp 1o either nlmnne their polley of clnas eo!-
ahomuon or o

(4) That um

(3) That these work
rubber, chemical,

Lot

textile éomorauon employing many

'tmdu unlons will
nnll divided craft,

. thousands-6f workers is P

1o bow beforesthe organized might
oftheir workers and o vecognize the.
union of which-Gus Deak 19 now
_the head, -

“Before-fast Junuary these arro-
T _ gant mill owners of Passaic refused
.~ __to—dealwith—their_. workers and

e « - (reated fhem like serfs. Today Lhey
~rocognize the- right of collective
bargaining and agree to settle griev=
“anoes throush l.ha uniona commil-
o= toos, "

The mlll owners have further
agreed to take back all-their sipik-
ing workers without discrimination |
and not to employ any outside help
urnitil all their striking workers arg.
taken back. They agree to submit
“all the olher minor demands of the
_strikers to arbitration.

These. arc {he oulslandjhg fea-
tures of the Botany seluement

Weapons the Bosscg Used —

. Behind this victory there is a
history of nearly eleven. months of

nrsenal of capitalist oppression was
‘used againsl; Lthese workers to de-
feal and-divide them. —Blreams of
hat and cold water were played
+ upon-the mass picket lines by the-

_ - police rode down women and chil-
E dren and patrolmen sought Lo club
the -strikers—imto submission; g03-
bombs were hurled by the police (o
terrify and disperse the strikers.

The riot act was invoked by the
sheriffs and armed deputies patroll-

ed the strike area; injunclions
__ -7~ agaipst the st.nkera were granted by
——-————tho—mili= es—an

""“—-——‘-umkers—hﬁls—were closed; strike--
. hreakers and armed thugs were im-
* porled; newspaper reporlers were

. driven out of'Passaic and their cam-
eras smashed; a cilizens' vigilante
committee was organized lo dl‘iva~
_ihe leaders out of-town; high-priced
detectives and agents-provocateur
wero used to_frame-up Lhe léaders;
priests and ministers-of the gospel
Lhreatened the strikers with hell-
ﬂra and damnnhuu

Save.n Hundred st.rumm Jnllnd

The local press was used Lo
- puison the -minds of the community
fgainst the sirike and its lender-
-ghipr; mayom orifTs. and the Govs
ernorof._the Blate .of New-.Jarsey
denouneud—tha—sl.rikg.- —OVOr—goven |
‘hundred..’strikers were . avrested, |-

flied-or thrown Into _jail;; Gomb cages
*f"mm,.imadup “and—the—pickal-
_caplains held in over half’a million

*_struggle.  Every weapon_in Ahe L onygotigurity. —

fire.department of Passaic; mounted 4 focussed Lho-allention-of the textile

d—tho+machineryand calted it “Thé Uniteds

sforny them irito
(%)

gle
Tont In the

nsani uanﬁ!

mills, faclories

-

process. of amalgamatin
ns into powerrnl Industrial
lluml organs of- class strugple.
g That the greal masses of the Ameriean- working elass are
ready to follow a militant trade um?n
r wage=cuts,
fons .and long hours which are preva-

Ef;gl anization of lha unuraanized into um regular
len the’

(6) "That It Is the duty of ev: trade uni flitant raise
- the sloganof, ORGANIZE ‘THE UNO! M%MH?EU‘I;': ve 2]
and fn- evury indusl.r;r In this country,

thesp weak
lons u;d—-will

ip on & class strug-
and—eflielency-

TI‘[B)‘ 3
yielded—on - ono’ condition—that
Albert. Welnhnrd withdraw..

* Trled to Hehead o Steike
This was a form of the right-
wing's infamous expulsion policy, Tt _
| was - also another sirike-breaking -
move on. their ‘part,  Both the mill — ~
owneis and their labor lieutenants
caleulated that’ if the strike leader
was withdrawn the strike'would col- .
Inpse. The left=wing leaderahip of
the strike advised young Weisbord
to retire. Our first.objective was to
WIN THE STRIKE; Our second ob~"

| jective was lo throw the influence

and experieénce of - Passaio inlo-ihe
organized labor movement, and

‘and sweal-shops of this o counlry.”

I every trade unfon-

i

m:l'huir'lipa?and‘met the police with-
shiouls of deflance; they boycolled
and ridiculed the “eitizens' vigilante
committee” out of existence; they
organized one of the greatest de-
fense, I relief and publicily machin-
ery ever sel up in” any strike in
“America; they lurned: every move
against lham to Lheir own advanlage
—and-out= the mill own-"
ers in every stage of the fight.
In__short the Passaic lextile
slrikers have giveg Lhe labor move-
ment of America n mosl splendid
example of -courage, delulmmullun

Trade Union Unily
Bul, joined with their splendid
fighting spirit, the militanl leaders
of the strike from the beginning

workers on the meaning of irade |
union unity, The Passaic strikers
-were convinced;-Tot-only that "ty -
should organizo and fight. for their_
. own union, bul that they must join
the broad.stream of the American
labor —movement and affiliate il
within the American Federation of
Labor. _'They had set up their strike.

- Ironl _Committee _of - Passaic_sind
Vicimity™. —

Then they opened up naguhaunn
with the Federal Textile Unions and
with the United Textile Workers of
America. A lclter was sent lo Mr.
Thomas F. McMahon, Président of

the VT, W., asking him to appaint
- a cam@len 1o meel a committes of

the strikers lo arrange for afllin—
tion to the U. T. W.. President Me-
Mahon's reaclion. was charaoleris-
lic.. He refuséd lo meel Alberl
Weisherd, the strike leader; hqcritln(-
the mill owners and their agdnls
had previously accused Weishord
of being a-communist.

Bureaucrats Aid Mil Owners
The-struggle-of-the-exploiled lox-

;meant notling Lo-the, presidenl of
-!.Im Umlud-—'l—‘extﬂe%tkora.—']:hu—
upporluniw to afliate 16,000 textile

~ doHars'_bail; patrigtism, - peligion,,
B S = s ey

. ile; workers of Passaic to- organize |

exactly whal to expect froa the re-
aclionary_byreaucraey I the A I‘.=
of L. A whole series of maneuvers
were -then executed o -bring the
heglthful and militanl influence of
Passaic into the labor movement and
to prevent-il from being dissipaled
und isolated, or (o follow the dan-_
‘gerous course of ' dual unionism

has 80 long been -the curse of |
the textile industry and the Ameri- |

can labor movemeni generally.
JAn appeal was senl from Passaic
tu—th'e prestdent of the; [}
| Mr. W|I11am Green, askmg hn‘n ‘to
use his jrfluence to afllliate Lhe
Passnic  lextile workers Lo .lhe
UT W.. «
Oflic hnl Strike Breaklnu ==
~ Again We received a clmrnclurle—

| tie reply. This Lime Tn Lhe forny of |

_a_public _declaralion by_Lhe.execu-
live council of the A. IV, of L., which
- whs ‘printed: in’ Le whole capilalist
press and was made Lhe basis for
the gtrike-breaking netivities of the
Passaic Cilizens' Commiltee,

The executive council denounced

| ihe Passaid.strike as unlimély-—and

ill-ndvised; declared it lo be a-som-
mun’rst;&nturpnutr'—brunded —the |
“United Front Cammittee™ as a dual .
unipn; insinuated that strike relief
funds Were being misused anl called
upon all and.sundry not to con-
tribute.
This- disruptive, alrlkg-bl‘enkma
document was l‘em{,ed -hy every-
decent trade uniondst' in—the coup- -
try.. Passaic answered—calmly and
without "passion. ~This lime we did
not ask, we demanded, dffiliation to®
the A, 17 ofL and publicly.declared:
that the executive council.of the AT
F L did " not represent eilhei the
‘sentiments of the great majorily-of
ite-rank dnd file or the-best-interests |
of the labor movemem._ v
——Strikers Lﬁm’]LSﬂlelﬂ1H
.The Passai¢ str 1kars ware not.only
gaining valuable‘expériefice in strike -
strgtogy- and—lessons in—therlnss. |
“gtruggle but under the direction and™

==

workers to 'his un{on was over-
= : 3

instruetion Of‘ﬁh’éh‘. lenders - they

"‘&icu}i “trado” GnIGN rikeE—ad- |-

trained lefl wing leaders who know |

mako it vivid clags sifuggle lessons
a - part-—of the lrndllmw -of —the
A F, of L,

N, ,Wejahmﬂ_s'zllhdr_@w. Passalc wis

-[ aMliated to thé U: T- W+ The slrilts "~
did not collapse. The U, T, W, offi- -
cidls. waited for six Tong' weeks be- '
fore they. even sent”Mr. Starr in.

left-wing leaders who remained in.
control of the whole strilke machin-
-ery -during this-dificult mansuver;
and have since-led the Paaaain sirike
to YICTORY.
“Mopping Up” -

Although we have broken .the
| back-bone-of-the-mill-owners-resist-— -
ance the Passalc strike s still on
againsl the [orstmann- uﬂmnn,;. o
“Mills, The Gera - Mills, The N. J.~
Spinning Co..aud (he Dundee Tox-.....
lile Co. We “expect lo_ force two
more of Lhesa Lo seitle scon. But
every 'struck mill must settle with
the Union. - The fight goes on foa
finish. (The Dundee Tmills have
_since sellled.—Td.) ===

“Dirt Farmers Meet — —

o

CONTINUED depfession  in
agriculiural . economy —as—res: —

flecled by a falling. off of 8.4 per

cenl in the 1926 grain erop, along

‘with the deep going erisis in col-

| ton—a total crop reduction of
$1,148,000,000 since {1925—is prob-

ahly lnapunaihla for Lhe discontent -
among-lhe farmers w hu;h m—l—al&h-ls—\
polilieal expression.

| But-this expressien is- o ,4—
basically different directions. In ' _
the ¢ase of such “farmers" as are

typified “by Frank. Lowden, with
enormous land holdings on: which
ithey do nof -labor but hire labor or -
rent, the capitalist farmers’ found
. their <expression~ at™ the  Chicago
“conferenco -of he American “Farm
Burenu federation, wilh & capitalist
program demanding only thal priv-
ale monopoly in ngricultum- have
the same capilalist “righls" as n- - -*
dugtrial-— munape}r—-aml—mﬁul&—
Lowden the mulli-millionaire "as
their prophet. .

. In Minneapolis, on the “other hand,

‘the Tea] “dirt-farmers* of the land-
1orld ndden and mortgnged l'urm'
hald- -l il
Progmusiue--li‘armara of Amw‘mu,
"declared for the natjonalization of
all_monopolics,—called for— a—golld———
hatfle line of all produuers aga!nst-..___
al} uxpl_ltura




on & atrike, catne: at the: tunq ‘thi
\vinz ln the needla tudéa lmions

s : en!
Bes not.hlliz, the qﬂfcialdom
.. _break| remnvinz ie!twi Empl i

ok nf;nd the r m X 5 vl;:ﬂo oyes'-_ conventio

EARL -R. Bmwnn, Bditor - . e

= . - - deﬂsndﬂ N s e o
- ‘ = ‘ _part of. m; war n&u&ga_lgiﬂm--_ﬁ ve-bargaining.
- ||voL. I, No.3 * Janupry 1, 1927,|| _ference for “Preservation .of the  Trade— + Howeverl * .
A2 e " Uniéns, held Decomber 2L in' New York - e i s o ‘t

. = - Gity, which turned out to br‘:aa] conference.
~. it 3 _for the preservation. of discredited leadérs, '
Editorials " by-discredited leaders, who have no muow-' 4
"Unions should bar no worker becauseof - inx .except - ‘tmaury-pald :gangsters, the
8gE, 8EX, OT race. ponce, the_bosses and tIQ capitalist press.
* _0 0 ‘th i wed " whiere it

e e

&

" _~“is intimated hat—in view of the likelihood - “The United States has not recogmmd thé or inﬂuence"—ot ‘the companies

__ought to arouse trade unjonists to the fact ~And for thie same reason, Labor should de- equal or mnybe -more Fight as'the real

—wh;cluabor supported guch capitalist noll-

..f"“"

_program of “rewarding frlends\::)le pun-  allied with—those-oppressed peoples;-can ' —ously profitable -companie

A POLHTICAL SHELL GAME _ when three days before it pac
“HE decision of the U. S. supreme Square G"‘“’?‘ in guppo;; ofthe
court,_in the Dorchy casé, that there -

i8 no such thing as a “righf, to strike”, and
Cool;dge s message to congress, wherem it =

ng.":But the comp ep can‘and are- brinm
. forward & host.of liek-spittle employes
who test(fy cthat thelr company. -union

bosses, bureaucrats and police, *
% . o@ . ~f RN

n 3
of a coal strlke next Spring—a law should =~ Soviet government. for tlie; game eason an ~¢hoice of representativea and therefore en
be .passed spetifically pfo:gxdmng strikes, ~ open shopper don’t recognize-a trade-union. ', titled to-negotiate with the compafiés wit

that the government is run by the enemjes mand that the U. SWGEnlze‘thrSovreu*un ons-| : -
of labor. & v government. . e }) The. Wntson-Parker Law. was. cooked up:
. But the question is niot solved by taking i =y ) b th"o;’mtgwmd anibnaxers_ ‘behind: the
one enemy out and putting another one in, The capitalists. who invest: bﬂhous in .1 has 8- rallroa u:jﬂzfo

This, however, seems to be the dnly remedy foreign- countries and oppress: foreign " It Has just'given the condu .
_recommended by the trade union official- . Workers, got that money--by' exploiting men l&leven per cent rate. ¥aige ing

_dom, _with its " pretended . “non-partisan” ~-American workets. . Labor-in-the U: S, A,, —the-20\percent they asked from th

.ishing” enemies". put a stop to such xo)il_)er‘y at home sand g"": :" :‘;‘:_t@bl sh- %’;’Pﬂw ]1;';_‘

Yet the trade union journals have been APFOBA.T P ———— L regyy

. L ~ company unfons;— -
filled -with joyous warbles at ‘the “vic- When the- stupidity or worse of fbeir
tories” for labor in the elections during oﬂicl daw i

/£Xnor Al Smith

- ',wny ‘any worker or workers' organi- 'tmn of the Western: United Gas company, : :
zation should support-Al Smith is beyond gyppiving several Illinols cities, to permit RS, ST ¥
us, in view of the fact that he tried to. tje company. to furnish gas users with gas Trade- Union Unity, nat!onnlly and in-
force compulsory arbitration on the 40,000 of Jower heating power. The Illinois coal . ternatfonally, will glva Labor po it no
striking cloakmakers in' New York City operators also entered s similar petition to lacks. :
and followed that up with & Tammany . gi4 the company, - !
gslr Jugee sfmutmiﬁon iﬁatjaflnt IATE gﬂy The}excuse given. by the union officials HOW TO CURE FRAME-UPS

ousands of strikers -.{o . jai De° for this collaboration with capitalists is— 2 po

“friend” whose election labor supported that poorer gas can be made with union IF . framemp ‘ﬁvould occﬂTTF«Eurp

such as those which keep".Sacco’ and’
~~———8nd-erowsover!—— —————— ~—coal"from-Hifnois-while-high-heating-gas-is—yr mmwﬁ,__wmeh{ﬂr__ﬂ*v
The same applies to republican and ‘made from coal from the east where much ten vears and more has buried Tom Mooney .

2 T Sl

~— powerin government. 18 by and_through does it explain why 68 per cent of coal merely for ‘carrying the.d=W. W. card-

w cusations of "incompet‘ehcc and blm:nder—1 ‘Lewis cease his pretensions to’ _the “presi- ‘strugg]

- “Alengsidg, = signgd article by Mr.- Green do-this, hut -this-is-the only vay  fo dis-

_- : nnd sundry- who ' :stand " for - progresalv

democratic politicians in ‘other states.. of it is dug under non~union,control, and Warren Billings in a living hell, which ™
Neither of these parties are.controlled by  Firstly, this is ineffective to aid the “has held the; cmi.‘:ua !umhef—workem .
labor nor are their candidates. The only union, as the union must rely on control of g
way for labor to get or maintain any production rather than consumption; Nor  geores of I.W.W. men_to_ sgr‘."jﬁmnun

& party of its own. For this reason we. js dug by non-union miners. The answer ¢ we d.such:frame-una. CoauE T
stand for a Labor Party, based upon the s ‘that the John L. Lewis administra- aﬁﬂ,,g”j,’,’,,wﬁfmﬁm. c:\pitaltst uountnﬂ,
trade unions. Labor should have its ewn tion hag not only failed to organize the un- there would have to be martial law de-
ticket in the next election. . = " organized flelds, but-has yulned and.lost . clared to hold back the indignant wurkem :
D distrilcta that were pmhﬂoualy ll:j::ilogaized- from open revolt.”, ., "
REAK THE ALLIAD If all were unionized, there-wol N0 .-  The American fmme-uugninst mtlltnn :
i IRHORY A Nk —Joss to—the—union,ﬂﬁnn&leas-ofm noal_w—r&emu_mmﬁw,%ﬁﬁ =
THE A F. of L. News Sorvice sheet of _.gas comp ‘might use. ____aryound_ tha—world—excepb in--the-United-
Novernitter 20, ran;—under-the-head--~~—yhtcriminal destruction of the miners'- States itself. Here, the frame-up 1o t_kan -
line—"Several Thousand’ Cloakmakers . nnion, the failure to-organize unorganized . gq g past’of natural- phenémens, and-no._
Win; Get Higher Wage and 40-Hour Week” * fiolds and the program of helping the own- effort is made by ‘the labor officials“to stir:
—a story filled with approval of the settle- gra to gpeed up the minexs where the union up mass pyotest,. and these, for the o8t
ment secured by the ‘left wing leadership is organized,is the reason the miners have part, -think their duty Is dome by passing
with the Industrial neil, Mr. Green's ' turped t their hopes to the candidates of the. 5 resolution at conventions’, “requesting - -
news.sheet even omitting crttlciam on those progresdives whom Lewis now hopea to . justice™ for jmprisoned ﬂxhbers for labor,.
pointa the teft Wing states.were partlal de- . eount gut. The- fight to freé 4ll class war pi{lonbrs.
feats. -~ It is vital to the union that the 'pro-' must be one unitingiand stirring the brbad:"
__But the same -sheet from Mr. Green's gressives_compel Lewis to give the mem- 'est masses. It must-be-one of vigor and™
headquarters_dated December 11, copies  hers what" they are entitled —to—a“tabu-—perplstence,-and-he-based-on.the class jus
almost word for word from-the New York - lated record of their votes-in 'the  election, tice of the Workers, just-as thelr imprison
Times in an attack on the left wing, based gnq by doing so they can come.fo the con-. -ment is based on the clags juatice of. _Ene--
on the settlement, quoting Sigman's ac- - vention on’ Janua;y 26with a deriand that ‘ capitali?ts By ‘clags unity b!;:

the frame-up can b f
~ing’in-the atrike, =, - <= *—"__dency. - By-a_stubborn-fight-only-can: they...its-vietims-freeds=——— S0

,J i A cking -the . 'LComnlijgq
7applled by—lsbor-—burquuerata “tolall

pollnles -and . dppuaa ¥



Min ftsfliallyﬁ Ald
Oi'lfrogressive Bloc]|

1 from page 4) - =
muai. ﬂgm. To maintain the sedle in
the organized-distrios, ard to-raise
the scale of (he now. unorganized
- ~miners-hy: organization: 1¢-must-de=

* mand-and secure-the check-off i
s llio uriorganized flelds and bring all
- —“=——miners-under- a-short-term; nationat

sgreement with no wnge culs at-
tached lo it
- The miner is_: u_mlutnnt. llm‘LlWr
ical individual. - He is capable of |.
“intonge heroism during strikes_or
“other orlses—Herrin and the Mingo
marchers show his readiness (o
bittle with whatever weapons are
necegsary, and. his dangerous life
" underground makés-him more reck-
less .of porsonal danger- ahgve
sround than the average worker.

T are now fooussed on the Needls
Trades unions,.: These. unions™ of
- “foreignors™'jn tho past were looked,
upon-as & sqrl of intruslon on tho-
bona fide labor niovement that had
to be-loleratéd -for-the—sake of -a
corroct  offfclal  policy. These
“Jows", “Dagoes”, “Polacks”, elu.,
aré now the prized objective of tho
“tnlire roactionary oMiclaldom of the
“A—F.of-L. . How dld this—oome |~
about?

The _organized Lefl. \Vins thal
flexible, well-organized *inviricible
combinalion of aotive militants in-
side the unions, pushed out-the old
degenerated bureaucraoy, and.irans-

-| formed these organizations into mil-

Stealing Eim;ions

| itant organs of atr g}le—ngainst ‘the,
elnployers i

eyns of the luhur movemont-]

T8 gol. the - w—hou i Wmf

large inoroase of wagds; L

‘the encouragement he hosses' got*

from the president of. thn‘j,ﬂ F.of L, |
'l'!wy “Investigate” o Vlutow

The workers, understood the game-
“and M. Green could ol brogk that=|
strike, - though it- was a-long strike
duo to his efforts. After the strike.
was-won, the Exédcutive Council of

the A E, of L. staged an “ihvestiga-_
tion” of it, with the purpose-of Te-
newing the attack on the Furriers'

union-at an-opportune time, ivhich

the ebunecil may_tmnk mung at-any.

moment.. -

We uwugm that from-their. de-
feat in-the -Fyrriers' union, the A
bureaucmy and - their
\ong the so-oalled “sotlal—

But-thissame G!B'l!‘l'ﬂ'
mits machine and gang qontrol by
corrupt officials in a grealer, degree
than in any other orgarization of

. semi-skilled workers.
© ere is an example: Loocal {672,
" Grassey Island, Pa., has about 8,000
dues paying members, in a locality
in whfeh- 13,000 miners work, In
the election Lhis year 158 voles were
cast for inlerna{ional president, and
-the -Lewis machine was- defeated
thrés fo one, Formerly, the ma-
chige officials of this local were In’
" the habil of casling the enlire 8,000
\‘0!?0 themselves( they just filled in
“the relurn sheets according fo
fancy) and the voles wera counlod
for Lewis.
~ Whon' the sledtion ¢omes around
in a progressive local, the vote is
frequently killed by sabolage on the
—part of some. reactionary- offloial.
.The international, district and sub-
district tonstitutions aboynd in “red
tape” provisions; which if not com-
plied with will void tha vote. Voles
arg-péver voided-if-they are for the
‘~machine, but the progressives are
held to the fefter of the law.
.~ Arbitrary Expulslons

If all else fails, if a progressive
is elecled to a key position, he can
simply be aexpelled by decree of
some higher body. In this eleo-
tion, the hero of the rank and
file, Alex Howal, was arbilrarily
thrown off Lthe.Kansas ballol, and all
locals whonominaled him for thal
uiﬂc9 af'e * A8 arburnrily danded |

e 'pri ilege of voting in-the elec- |

..y _a aphic order from
President Lewis, Lo Lewis’ own
group, in control of omccs in tho

. Kansas district since_ifa “reorgani-
zation” by Lewis, after Howat's ex-
____pulgion without Lrial several years

ago. Howat is allowed {0 come

“back in the "union and mine coal

I s ln such mn almdsphiere as
this then, among men accustomed to
this sort of machine conlrol, that
the present revoll is laking place.
It i8 evident that in order o ex-
plain-a mass uprising under (hes?
X eirdumstancos,” wo must look for
. 8omC Vary. poweriul 1actoT, Oporats |

ing so directly on the individual

members as to force large number
of them Lo the same conciusiomn.

Lewig Destructive Rule
. ‘That factor is thio collapse of the
union_ itself alt along its outlying
edgds, whore unionised territory
borders non-union territory; <o
that 200,000 members have been lost
within the last three years. And part
of it js the condition that ocauses
the collapse, .(he" shifting of .coal
‘proguclion- to- non-union territory,
" 80_that now Two UHiids of the soft
conl niined in Amorica comes from
non-union mines which Lewlis makes
ne amrﬁpt to organize. 5
~ And‘ the -resull of both ~these
~_movoments-is {hat- ulera wag-Lerrible-
* - unemploymént - -throughoui . the
] “union- fields, unf.il the British strike
~=and the:Thredl of an-Ameérican strike.
~next Apl'il brought aboul increased-
_ produefjon in Amorioan minues: lnte
_ inthe nll ety

—_—

g

*  One Year's Resulis

Within one year aftor assump- |
tion of cenfrol by-the Left -Wing,.
the 40-hour week was ostablished in
collective agreements affesting over
60,000 workers, wage increases wero
oblained of from 10 to 26 psr cent,
and the dpys of buying union offi-
cials, of grafl and corruption wero
gone, [nstead of sleépy, slow, cor-

lng “through the factories, not afraid:
to fight and intent upon -strengthen-
Ing all needle unions by amalgama-
tion.

All the old gnng of soft job hold-

erg in in the A. F. of L. were struck
dimb with horror. -
- The -readers—of LABOR -UNITY-
probably reocall how William-Grasn
and H. C. Frayne, the latter the New
York _representative of .the- A, F:
of L., interfered in the strike of the
New York Furriers and attempted to
settle it over the heads of the Fur-
riers’ strike commitiee on terms
worse than the ones the bosses- ‘were
ready,tmgmnt.

Had they suoceeded, they would
have “re-organized” the Furrlers’
uiion, and by this expelled the Leéft
Wing: But they suffered a severe
and deoisive defeat, and the Furri-

Another result i3 that condilions
in the union flelds are, by co-opera-

to grow worse; the companjes ar-
rogantly defy.the union, refuse to

as at the Hudson Coal Company.
propertles_in ihé-anthracite,—or—re--
fusepay for “dead work.’, demand -
higher loading of cars (with coal
that falls‘ off and brings no money
to the miner), decline {o.keep Lhe
#afely laws, and continuatly increase
the scope of coal culling and coa)
loading machines 8o as (o lhrow
_work.. -

Even in solidly orgnmzed lllmms,
numerous. companies have closed
down for long petiods, and then re-
opened on the basis of no payment
“of back wages, 1y partial pay-
ment, through ¢some stock selling
| scheme; or  fake
rangement. -~ -Tho yveraux mmo
near Bpringfield, is a typical case.
IL " réopened recently, with a
monlh's back pay due the workers,
which it proposes to hqunda;e under
a scheme whijch will tako.i( over
three yvears lo accomplish.

- The Miners Must Fight

It is this growing arrogance of
the mine owner, -the constant
crumbling of tho edges of the union-
ized lerritory, the constant relative
decrease in. production in union
fields, and tho knowledge that next
Aprll a desperale strike willl prob-
ably be initiated, with odds againat
the union, and. treacherbug officials
lpading it, that makes 1he: miner
wild. At last he- is beginning -to
-listen to—the progressives; who have
urged him all along.to ¢clean oulthe
| corruptionis® and orgapize:the un- |-
[-opganized flelds. .The miners will |

‘which, if obtaingd, will surely-show
lhnt l.he progreasives were eleoléd.

rupt unions, a néw giant was walk-"|

tion .of reactionary_officials, allowed |

allow organizers on their property, |

demand a_fair-count of-their votes, |-

-to break-strikes in- themeedlﬂradeé.
But now we see they did npt. -~
Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing -

When tlje New York Cloakmak-
ors’ strike- started, the right wing
leaders gave themselves an- honest
appearance, although they said they
were: willing to settle without the
40-hour.week, with -but-n slight in--
crease in wages, and to-concede to
thie-bosges the right to diacharge 10
per cenit of “their .workers in. order
to increase the dﬂlcnsnoy ‘of praduo—
tion as reco! d by 2
sion appointed by Governor Al
Smith at their request. When this
proposal’ of {heirs was rejected by
the 1 strike” ittee, they
spoke-im:the-strike| hn!lﬂrmeauwu-
Iy for all demands.

Oulwardly, Lhe appearance 'was
given as jf the union was united
and had the support of the A. F.
of L. Even,ihe Left Wing was to
some extenl fooled by this.polloy.
The reactionaries were _given con-
trol -of ‘several sirategic"commitises
and thay.were well ‘rupl‘amnted in
- all other commitlees,

Beoret Betrayal ~

8oon, however, jL was npparent
that they were working secretly
with the bosses. The employers
knew what wns going on in the
closed circles of the union. They

They r

terms on which Lhe union committee

was ready lo sollle. Any secret or

|_unoflicial approval of important

—fArms-to_aotllement, was immedi~_
alely divulged to the Employers‘ as-
socialion

of-Town Commﬂ.l.eg ln control- of
the rightl-wingers, - tipped off the |
scab shops ahead of visits of the-
Picket Committee. At tho investiga-
—Llion of Inlernalional
man, the governor of the slate of
New York was gollen to try lo gom-
pel the union lo submit lo com-
pulsory arhitration. The right wing
managers encouraged Lheir mem-
bers to sunh and right wing unions
| were_lipped off nol (o _support the
- Hpliel (‘ommlltce
Masses Break Injunction

.When the upion did not submit
to the compuisory arbitration pro-,
_posed through the gavernor, one of'
the most extensive and drastic in-
junctions in the history of the in-

_dustry suddenly appeared lo prolect

scahs, as a result of which thou-
sands of pickels were arrested and
hailed into courl. For tlis unjon.
decided righlly thal the injunclion |
should be defled. .

Several times Lhn emplo; era were
ready to settle, but_cach lime Lhe
right wing officials prevented (ho
sottlement by telling the employers
through thetr secret connections not

I ¥
‘spite’of | th

| knew the amoun( of money on hand, |
knew Lhe secret minimum-|-

B=_{openshop-employers,—who-lilke-hiim-

W1a7on: torms far b
he’. tight wing -promisad o’
settlo-‘on al the: beginning of ithe
_strike, 'The now agresment 1nufmm
the 40-hour.iweek; wigs incréas
of from 40:lo 39~par ‘el und_‘nvan
.on'the point of the‘employers’ Might’
0. 10 _per.. cent disoharge, - upon
which the union hind to yield, il ob-
tained “imporlant  safeguards - ane
_rostriotions such as a_minimum-of.
—aﬂ—wgaks—wnw}-per—yenv—anqua
-discharge for.union activily.ete. .

The right wing and the -capitaliat
press allied with it, howled that-this
was - g—defeat; -but—the— workers
understéod the gamg and Know that™
under the. elmumst’nncea H. was 3.
viclory. =

“The workers -approved. Lhu aaltle- -_
ment almost unanimously. . Thls BOL
hb-win

[
known that Malthew Woll;- Thomas
~ McMahon, Morris Sigman nnd Jobn*
L-Lewis-had -a meoting al whieh’
it wag decided to break up the
whole thing, Theré were 8,000
workers for -contractors still on
sirike. 8igman, (he International *
President, got the Contraclors' asso- ~
‘cintion to ihreaten a lockout if the. -
_uniofi did not_submit to-their ylti-
matum. The union did not submit,
The lockoul was smashed, and ths — - ——
contractors did the submitting.

Disruptlon Beeom®5 et
-8igman now_played his ac!:/-ﬂar_,'
. suspended the strike commiltes. He
-suspended the Joint Board and the .
execulivea _of thelleft wing Igpglg:;
| orily of (he
membership of the -International.” -
He-did-this wilhoui-charges~with=
" out—Lirials, and appointed a' new
strike commll.f.ee pledged in advance -
to arbitration, appointed new exedu-
Live ho; rdn, and nppnmt,ed himsal!
as strike leader.” 2 .
All this was done 6fi" them
that the-strike was-i)legak-&lthough -
he himself ‘and his vice-president
_were membéra of the lending. strike
commitiees, although tho- General
Executive Board. controlled by him
had approved of the Blrike, and the
A. F. of L. convention, Haelf, had
endorsed the etrike. =
‘A Fasclst Program
—8igmon—pounls -on—Lthe workers' -~
sabmission because they have been
starved for flve months of strike.
He counls on the 300 gangslers he
has mobilized from the urdderwerld. -
He county -om. LoiF prolestion by
the policé in gang violence agninat
the Left Wing, Ho counls on the
hacking of the whole trade union
burcaucracy.  He counls upon tha
government, federal and slate, Lo
imprison and deport lefl wingers.
He counts upon supporl of the

-

self, raiss tho false issuc of “Com-
munism” and “reds" againsl ony
militant infonjsm.

By these measures, and by his
turning from the workers lo cail
upon ‘the communily al large” Lo
-erush—elass—siruggls, “Sigman  haa.
shown himsglf blood-brothe
leaders®of fascism.

The Membership 8!

The conforence Bigmjn valled. of
the sell-siyled “Comnii
Preservation of the Trad¥ Unions' iy.
but a mask for disruptmn and split-
~ting,of tho unions which the work-
ers will nol permit pxm to'rule and
‘betray..  Moreover, {Sigman:’ and —
olher right wing needto union‘lead- . - -
ers, intend Lo prevent amalgamation,”
these unions' first necessily,

That tlie workers will. not permit
¢ilher —diFriplion or bolrayal was_
shown on December 18, when 18,000
of . the membership - poure& inté
‘Madison Square Garden, unanimous- o

ly—adoplod-g resolubion

Lo—settle.—They wodated—the
bosses by helping them have work
done fn, union: apops Ouialdo of New
—York, -

——

Victm'y Despllq All
Daspms all thig, the nnion tinder
left wlns_]gq.durahlp forced the em-

Siginan and.his sltilco-breaking, de=" . .
. manded—he. <resign, “declared --they-, |, - -
wnuld—noj.&m—ienrorlzed—hm would ~
support, ~theixdegally - elgeted. fert”
wing ‘offlciald™atd would-eliminale
fascist-aleménts and repol nli ntﬁoku i
~ont lheh‘ nion;, -




THE British mlnara atrlka is
4 beaten, but the-British-miners
are not beaten, for workers of their
magniflcently indomitablo spiril-con-
wedo- defeat only to Fe-form their
ranks and renew the ballls.
More exactly, the strike and the
dtrikers have been hetrayed, for the
record of iheir struggte for sovon-
months Is a history of continuous
* lreachery by the General Council of

the British Trhde Union Congress,
. _including eovery member _of the
Council, from J. H." Thomas on the
right {o Hicks and Purcell of the
so-called “left.” Moreover, il is an
indictment against the weakness of
the Miners' Federation - leadérs
themselves.

The- last word of the rank and
file, whosé marvelous eourage sus-
tained them through the most heart-

Tﬁe .Brxtléh '.Mmér;s_ '_.efiant:;

| rfieans= nine" hours "underground)
outside -the?(hree-countles of Notts,
Dorby‘and Yorkshire, whore the
owners enforced only a seven and a
half hour day: .

But tho offect of this longor day
is terrible, as it immedintoly throwa
oul of employmend an ostimaled
number nf 200,000 miners, who can
find no work -in other Intlnalry ‘and
must join the army of half-starved,
permanently unemployed, an In—
sirument - (o aid British eapitalism
in a genernl nsanull ‘on the whoiﬁ
Brilish working “glass.

_— British Capltollsm Hard Hit -

But if the miners' strike has bean
bealen by betrayal, hunger and gov-

in the halm al. und u‘lod
it as o “viotory.:

unions. In. the genoral . sir
‘General Council '-ran_ the wholp
gamut df {roachery and intrigue fo
defent the piners. They wailed six”
months before they called tho don-
ference of Trade Unlon Exeoutives.-
They “prepared” for it-by officially
slating that the minéré "ought- Lo
surrender. Then they " restrioted
-discussion at the conference o Llig"
question of whether there should be*
a merely voluntary levy or no levy
at all. They would not permit talk
of an embargo .on (refusal io
handle) scab-coal, nor a compulspry

ernment violence, it has none the

levy to aid the mlnara They nnully

lows 5
ayé nol, from'the

bnglnning, understood: ther~prnfuun
'l); politioal ehofnolex- of the au-ug-
glo, )
“2.- They refused to oritigize lh&
l?mohornua -Gerioral—Counoil lojn
ers,

3, They miido' v uniled | front with
loaders, instead of appealing over®
‘umi'r_lfﬂudr to " the masses;

“§, They refused to bring for-
wird the question of ‘the’ “goneral Y~
strike al-the Bournémouth: Trade ;'.\—ﬂ
Unijon’ Congress, thus saving * the
sking of those who “betrayed 1he
strike from the firsl day.

Y5, They-jumped ‘at: isolated- X<
p}rcsnlona of Baldwin, at llie-sugges=

tions-of the olergy ‘and others, dis-

: jvation and _held lhum
* rookstrong against employers,

) ecnment and al} classes of mis-
leaders, was their vote in mid-No-
- vember, by 147,608 majority, to re-
jeob!he ultimatum of the Baldwin
! government, the terms of which
mennt district agreements, longer
hours and lower wages.

Confergiice Disregards Vote

Disrégarding this vote, the min-
ers’ delegate conference on Novem-
ber_19, adopled “guiding principles™
for the districts in negotiations, and
“ instructed each district “to enter
into negotiations with the employ-
ers as early as possible.”

In the face of this flouting of the
_ membership vote, the Miners® Minor-
ity Movement (Left Wing) declared.
for a policy of making a fight in
©~~= the districts on questions of hours,

conditions and the duration of
agreements, asking that no agree-
ment run over one yéar. It also
asked the miners to send a better
~ank and file delgation to the next
wunféiende, instructed-lo watch -ofl--
—vcials who-ebex:the constitution only
when it suits them. It called for
new leadership and asked all work-
ers {o supporl the levy and demand
a conference to lay down an em-
bargo on-scab coal shipments.

The Miners’ Federation clearly
had Jdittle power to enforce the
“guiding prineiples” of the confer-
ence, which principles mentioned

-

wages butnot-heurs—I{8 abdication |

of power was sought o be modified
by the proviso that—"No districl
shall enter into final selliemenl un-
“Gr & further mationajyconference-is-
held lo receive reporis on nll nego-
tiations.”

. How it Worked Out

How it actually worked out, -is
seen in {he settlements themselves.
There are, according to Teports from
lhe figlds, variations in the length

the d"slr'_l_ﬁ'ﬁ‘mﬂnh which—omo

run ‘all the way from one lo three
and even five years.

Wage culs are general, pre-stop-
page rales being paid only for a
few months in districts oulside the
axporling . area. = Afler the few
moh(hs, v.ageE are cul o [He 1921
scale and even lower in some dis-
tricts. + The conference's “guiding
principle* of divisions of nel proflls
on the ralio of 87 Lo Lhe wages and
13 per cent lo- the owners, wenl by
the board for a ratio of 85 to 15.

Every districl has agreed Lo longer
hours, an eighl-hour day (which

-bér,Lwo-monthe bofore—the—strike

' the _miners, and betrayed il al the

THE MINERS'

less: inflicted a terrific loss on-
British capitalism. This loss was .
severe cnough to have wonza vie-
tory for the miners, if only they had
nob been duser!,ed by the -othep
unlons th_uga {he treaehery of the:

General Counfil and been orippled -
by the weakness of their "own_
leaders.

In spile of the scab conl §m-
ported into England by the studied
atrike-breaking of the Amsterdam
International, the ~coal shortage
paralyzed many industries. “The
fextile mills praclically shul down.

Only six blas} furnaces oul of 147
wore producing iron and sleel at
the end of the strike. Experts state
thal even up. lo the First of Octo-

4

Last Wono AN
atlowed a volun(ary lovy of only ong
penny a.day, .

Russian Uniong Splendld Support
~ Coimpare _this . “suppori”’ to tho.
whnle-hoarled aid..rendered- by -the

.| leaders have_ ndt

s adinocdh

the-atidr
from the immediate- sl'—rlﬂr.

“6”Tllay diql not g T
—Lh lves, —and pry ted -olhers
from.coming forward on.the gques-
tion of the miners"fight af the N Mar=.,
gale Labor conference, — :

“7. They refuseéd-to carvy out in
practice the decisions of the -
_miners' gonferdnoe as to the cnllhn,s
‘out of the safety mem':

Cook's View—of It

Seui'el,nl'y -A;-J-Cook-of tho:Minera"
Federation, whose unquestioned sin- .
cerity mitigates his share of -these .
disastrous errors, but who finally
stood oul’@gainst accépting the .
government terms, has this {o say

thepre untiol
“Many of our lead cd. 8y
prised al the decision of lhe rank
-and ‘file in-rejecting.:the govern-
ment's - terms: . I~
ted the* de=:

cision of -the rank and flle, -~ - -

[ “A# the conferance” “of delogates

“madd .o decislon - regarding =d(strict
I 3

left wing and ‘rovolutionas
‘imﬁramhut‘etfnndunumlinh.‘d tn‘th‘e‘
Red..International of -Labor Unions
Al ‘the time of ‘the -conference;-the
Russian unions alone had sont somo
$4,800,000 of the entirc amount of
$8,000,000 strike aid the miners’
union had received. The Amster-
dam International-sont about $100,-
—000—and--not—one-afftliate—made- a
compulsory lovy. The German re-
formisl unions wanted 11 per cent
interest for a loan!_Neither_did the

must observu.
—thelr— decislorand—narry”itﬂ)ut‘&*/
“‘1‘1}0 ainy-of the Miners' Federa~

Lo rebuild its forces, -{0 remove. llié
eight-hour day, to mainfain—-
union and establish a nauonnlngree-
ment.”

Need Laﬂ, \Vlnn l.eadershlp
- The-million_Britis uld
‘easily have whipped bolh the mine
owners and the government, Wbluh

d-and—ialled-them-and
nd-jalled-them-and-starved

ended, the loss to British industry
was aboul 561,000,000 pounds sterl-
ing. If tho strike could have gone
on longer, the mine -owners would |
“have “heen ~compelicd —to—yield—by
olher capitalists, and the mmers(
sould have won.

- Atid. the' strike could havgggone
asily gh; frad-notl-tle Gen—{—
eral Councit deliberately and con-
tinuously saholaged it and isolated
the miners from (he rest of Lhe
working class.

Betrayed by General Counell

The Generat Council wasopposed—
to the general strike in May Lo aid

first opportunily, leaving the miners
to fight on alone. Hicks and Pur-
cell, though Lhey had used “left”
phrases and deluded many who de-
)umlml on them {o stand against

Thomas, went along wilh UIF resl

+$100,

[ rich American Federation of Labor
make campulsm y levy, or loan any
of ils millions in its “labor banks”
to (he British miners. 'The measly
it-did_gather_was_held baele™
until Obtober, And this shameful
sum was nol gatbered -until a m_xg
dolnsnlloq camo over 1¢ got iL.
-Lofl wing unions-particularly the

—__-i-und bring il again-into lifé of battle _:

their families' by cutling off the
legally provided poor rellef, had = =
they only had reul lefl, wing leader-
ship. 1L is the tesk -of-the 18ft ‘wing -
miners_in the Minority Movement.to
see thal (his mmlmm—*
ahead 1o huild the matignal upion__|

Taigl

Tho - -Llo_strangthen and

Rusginn unions, gladly made regular
levies, ns did the L L. U, unions
in ccho-8lovakin,  Everywhero
the lefl wing (ried Lo shut off conl
shipments lo England.. The French’
winers' unfon nftlinted with the R,
L. U.—¢nllad-a—one-day—solidarity:

make closer the wics of lrnternlty
and mulual aid betwopn the Britigh
minors and the mingrs of ‘the Sovict

Unmn will do much (o mhuild and

I'or rlm nlljl_;gg!na luomlng

sttike of all miners. Othors BlllV(!_ll
to reduco_Ltheir outpul lo prevenl
seub shipping, while the Britishieft
L wing  Minority Movemenl -warke:
night and day lo aid the miners,
warning Lhat their- defeal would
mean a fleree altick on all British
unions,

Chauncey Depew, who {s-03 years
old and never did a day'a useful—
~labor, is-againgt Lhe Nve-day week, '
“Tima- is toa valunble -for--loafing,"
ho says— Militants don't loaf, thoy.
spond sgaro Lime in Jefl wing wori:
to put the skids. undur the Depaw
class,

Railwaymen Demand
Sca!e of 1920

{Conn from pag e 1)
nients  thal di'lve the warker 1o’
ecomplele exhauslion.

Holding- Wages Down
~In spite—pf—their record breaking
profits, the companies are delib--
eraloly “earrying out_.a ipolicy of
holding the wages’
only a ridiculous raise when forced
—to-act;'a policy.that has been aided
by that anti-labor, anti-strike act

own, granting ']

The Conduclors and Trainmen on
the Eastern roads asked for-a-20
per cenl raise and gql only seyen
and. a half, while other trades -are
being held down by the merost pre-
lense of a raise such-_as .from
one cent-lo three centy an hour.
IL is against this studied-trickery,|
of Lhe .companiéd, And ngainst the
timidity*and treachery of-the union

officials who will not lead Lhe unions
in struggle ‘anfd who “co-operate"
_with-the companies to the injury

The Shopmen on the G, M. & 8t. P,
rallway - arq - tho Nrsl  swallows
heralding o perlod of hot weather
for thoso responsible. 'In every
"union local of overy oraft we rall-
roaders must raise the domand that
the unlons’ ﬂaht for reslomuon of
thé 1020 socale. -

3 Tho compahnies cannot plead Lho
old. “poverly” stuff. -They can af<"
“ford L6 pay the 1920 acalo from the.’
100 per cént fficrease in- thelf”promn &
sined 1021, -

of the workiitg and wage stand
«Lhat revoll-is brewing on th

knnwn.as tha Watson-l’nrker Law.

w‘y’(_q_ﬂ

ard
o T\‘\r‘nﬂay be-unwilling to fight, & persist~ | "
S~

While the 'unh’:na' hlgh oMeinld,

low by the members in a]l snntious :
and crafls ean force Lhdh to act.”
‘Even a dolﬁrmlned offort by the

rank and filé will-compel the com< .
panios to permit further raises, and
with an organized lofl wing rally~
ing the membership- the wage oufs
can be restored, the company unioni
wiped out, the ‘unorganized brought
into. the uniohs, which.-must b
slrengthened: still more hy amalga
maliorr lnw'nnn 70 orful: U“'

t and dourmlnad driva I‘rgm l;e-

u




" xC LABOR: UNIT¥ 0y

| WORKING

;. WOMEN'S ternational (L. F.'

CONGRESS T. 1) is calling an in- -

ternational congress of working -
women, lo meel July 30, 1027; at an
_Eurppiean center not -yet decided
‘upon. Reports will bo made by
German, Belgian ond English wom-
en-upon reordiling among women,
- upon home swealshop work and
other problems.

. —American—unions-afilliatedto-th
i 1. F. T. U. industrial inbernationals
' } should participate in the congress ,
and insisl.upen-real results for tho
bonefit of women workers, who3o
special® interests are too much
* ignoned by the trades unions of lhls

- and othor countries.

OUDEGE! udegeest. ona JN Augusl, they created more dis-
v—*—F‘:‘r—}—Q‘“u—Q_mmTum BUT— J+ of the - seore- UiNg five radical  BEAINAL LG DI

taries of the Amslerdam Interna-
tional, in a recent speech at Karls-
bad, declareg that “the door to unity
with the R¥ssian unions was open™.
They needed only. “to accept the
I. F. T. U. statutes™.
In practice, howover, things are
quite different. The August appli-
. cation of the Russipn Miners' Union
for admission {o Lhe Miners' Inter-
national of Amslordam, gol a reply.
Iaymg down all sorts of oulrageous
ds, tiwe ohief laint being.
apparenlly, that the Russian union
had helped the British miners’ strike
while the Amsterdam umon cere
scabbing wholesale.

e E

GERMANY A all German Trade

Union Federations late In October

published a declaration pointing out

that although there was well over

2,000,000 unemployed, atill long

houfs and much overtime was be-

ing practiced_ They proposed that
w the governmefit acl td enforco the
eight-hour day by law.

The " employers’ associalion at-.

tacked the ‘proposal, declaring
against government ‘interference in
economic matters”, saying that the
eighl-hour day would ~reduce pro-
duction, rajse prices, increase in-.
stead of diminish the number gf un-
employed and “bring cn!aslrophc 71
the whole country”. As “patriots*
(hey must conlinue the |ongcr work -
day.
- The Berlin shop councils- which
are nol real workers' shop councils,
but are regulaled by law and con-
trolted by the trade union bureau-
cracy which uses them as organs of
class collaborat‘on, held a confer-
enee of 322 councils Lo digcuss capi-
falist rationalization of industry and
the legal regulation of tho hight-
hour day. E

The—conference adopted resolu-
tions on this point and for wage in-
ereases—but a8 regards increases
merely asked arbitration hoards “lo

.work in this direction"! The oppo-
silion delegates peinted out that
= .90 ply_by class struggle could the.
: eighl-hour day and higher whages he

~ won, and that the bureaucrats’ pro-
gram proposed no struggle whal-
ever. ‘The opposition hawever, was
in a inority.

e HE compahy- union
. ENGLAND movement in Eng-
fand=is o part of the process to
“Americanize” the whole Buropean

labor movemenl. That is to say,
company unionism where possible

and an effort Lq,transform the regu-,

« lar labor uniona“into company aux-
illiaries by~ American methods of

class collaboration. ‘The Manéhester
Guardiap, known heretofore As an

organ of “liberal” thought,” has in-
troduced a_ company union which

__has no right to strike and-must ac- _

cepl-arbitratiom on any issue. The
company iries to disguise this move
a8 spmetliing nice, but the facl Te-
. maing that théir union .workers
were forced to’ quiL or acceplt com-

: nnloplum. :

- = e — -~ - _.-_

HE Amuterdnm In—** .l'M'AN

_Arst_years _of the rovolutio

o automnue

of the badly -split-up
ananase trade. unions, organized in

o_Hiogikay, are working hard for
a hinste All-Japaneso Federation of
Labor. Broad masses of Workers in
all the unions respond wull to the
.unity movegeiit> .

Last June, a prallmlnnry con-

ference was Held and the urge for
unity was so strong that the Iasd—

he—ers of |
the 8odomay,-who recently lrled to

destroy the Workers' and Peasants’
Parly . by - withdrawal _of their
unions, were forced to take part.
But at the conferonce, the Sode-
may leaders sabotaged unily dnd
said that {ime for unity “had not
arrived,” They would not co-
operate to unite Japanese workers.

locals of 1,000 members from the
Tokio street-car union.

This aroused .great numbers of -

unionists in other trades, and &
League of Resistance .has been
formed to fight for Um unity of:
Iabor. The-conservatives i’ the So-
domay, which has 35,000 members,
arg cleatly trying lo gather all re-
aclionary forces to deofeat any real
unity—which must be on the hasis
of class struggle. They are ap-
proaching other righl wing unions
now independént, such-as the Ar-
senal Workers (42,000 members),
the Sailors’: Union (40,000) mem-
bers) and the Gove;nmenl, Employ-
es (12,000 members), while at the
same time-acting as police inform-

LON/éIREVCE o ers against the more revolulionary

unions.

The united front of reaction, be-
tweeh Sodomay leaders, employ-
ers, fascists and police, to prevent
unily and class struggle, is very

strong. But a real mass movement .

led by the left wing is gmwmg

CZECHO- HE left wing Czech
SLOVAKIA raflway men's
union and the German-speaking re-
formist railway ‘'men’s union have
reached an undersianding for joint
action to defend the economic infer-
ests of the railroad workers. They
will carry on a joint campalgn lo
unife all Czech railway workefs into

ono industrial union and willpyt_ Yoluntary membership and collec-

forward joint slates in the elections,

THE
SOVIET FTER the onver-
UNION throwal of the Czar

in March- 1017, factory commillees
were organized in shopa and facto-
ries—politico-economic  organiza-
tions of Lhe workers. In thatl perind
the trade uinions began to revive.
In Mareh, Ahero ware only 24 trade
unions wilh a very small membes-
ship. Bat in June {917 the mem-
hership had elimbed up to 1,475.-

After the Navamber {917 revolu-
tion whirh established the Sevier
Power, the policy of the Russian
frade union movemenl was formu-
laled al the Tirst Congress of the
{rade ynions_in January 1M8. The
-eongress calegorically rejected the
capitalizl fdep of the Menshaviks
\\hn advocaled so-called “aculral-
ity™ of the trade unions, a peutral-
ity which means indifference to um
political struggle.

Under. conditions _of ecapitalist
ociely, and, under the prolelarian
dictatorship, -also, the working
class and its frade unions cannot
be neutral. The ‘trade uniops,
therefore, are fighting for ihe die-
tatorship of Lhe proldtariat and for
bringing about a socialist. economy.

The First Congress decided for
close co-operation with the sn\lots
of workers' dopulies, and in_the

rind on-an enormous work, arganiz-
mwnrkcra discipline, ' mobilizing
ters Tor Lha' fronf, brganizing

o fonrl supply, ete. Membership in the

trade nions was compulsoxy and

5 2 ] Internattonal 'Notes

THE toft- wlus -olemonts —In- spil.e

. and trade.

"It ‘®oviel [rade unions was over

~CAr-—

..‘@"‘b

-&rl/

INGE zhu_msudﬂrl'lm :
\PoLAND S volt, {he Pollsh work="
_ors-have. sufered a continyous at-
tack on their _conditions, ' Real
wages._in. 1925 were only 80-per
cont Of pro-war: In the firsk six
months. of :4026, wages were out an
average of 28 per cent,” Polish labor.
is tho loweat paid. in Euro

t-niany- short-comings
in the work of the. Iradﬂniom
during the civil war, thei/ played
.an important role jn solidifying tho,
people's egonomy,. in . guaranteeing
the yictory of the-workers' revolu-
Hom ——-

By the year of 1020, there: were
23 national industrial unions, with.
a membership of, 4,300,000 After - Ofcial figures. say that eight _
the introduction 'of the New Eco-- 2161y8 (about 81.12) 19 the least .

omic Policy, fiie trade unions._wage-on which lifa can bo sustain-—————
ohanged the characler of thair-—ed—Yet—most—skilied—workers-gre————
work. While adhering to. their - gelling only five zlolys, -or 70 cenls,. | = - _ .
former aim—to sorve as the basis while unskilled labor gels m;ly two g A
of tho—proletarian- diebnldrship-ang-_nr_ three zlotys,:or from 28" 1o 42 -
as & school of Communjem, the  ‘cents a day. The cost of livi
trade unions had to consider the -rises‘steadily and. Polfsh labor. suf-
changed relations botween - -the~—fers real -hunger. -
workers-and the administration of This broke the illus on that Pil-
-government industry, and the re- sudskl's fascist. regimé would aid. - . -~
appearance of l.he class sl,rugglu the workers, and a wave of | !l.rikel

wing of the- trade unlons was wealr' e 1y
and the “right ‘wing. rennl.ibnaries et e
! among the trade union leaders, who :
claim. to be “socialists,” and are-in- >
deed parl of the socialist party, ex-

erled all efforis-to prevenl sirikes,
particularly to prevent sirikes in-

vulving whole industries, =

_Theresult -was—that- 4lthough——— -
some. slrikes won small increases,
such increascs were by no medns
.equal to the conéurrent raise in the
_.cost of living, =and.some_sirikes. ...
were defeated.. -~Where militant
unions struck, the right wing even
x‘dad the pollce in sirike breaking.

+hough the railwaymen voted 00 -
per cent for strike, the reactionaries |
stalled—it—off and killed 1. Tha -
government, which refuses to raise
railway “workers' pay, raised the
pay of soldiers.-

The Left—Wing, which grew in-
influence from this treachery, hds
issued. a_program_for -wage raises
to.méet the_cost of. living,,.{ag de- (;_ﬁ
fonse of the —wight-hour da; f
against ralionalization of. industry

cesion indualfy — "

-

N ine-Year- Growthof
The Russian Unions

The trade unions had to arrange’
collective "agreoments, revive the
“conflict commissions”, organize
mutual aid and strike funds. This, - (sclentific management) af the
of course, did not mean Lhat they —-workers' expenss, the right (o or—
refused to help organize indusiry ganize and sirike, gdvernment re-

The best proof of the lief and freedom from rent for un-

importance of (he trade unions in employed, and has issued slogans

that work was the aid in recon- for a joint campaign of all unions

struction and development of in- and a general strike for the-chief

iry in 1924 by special conferences is also d d
and commissions. ed for the thousands of workers o
The change Lo individual and imprisoned for labor activily. . °

The Christian _and ! nationalist

“trade umions are” losing members T T
_to_the regular trade uniops. In

iese. however, the copsorvative op-
_position to any struggle has caused S

a conflict not only belween the dis- -- .
tinetly revolutionary lefl wing_and
Thie Traclionary officials, bul nlso
brought about a division in the so-
cialist party trade umionists, a-laft ~
wing arising in “the pnrty ranks-
which demands struggle by the
unions against the" employers. — ~

“Fhe-Left- Wingnow—controls tha—
Leather Workers, the Chemical
Workers, the Glass Workers, and
important branches of the Raijway

tion of dues afler (he Fill -
_ gress of the_trade unions in 1922,
gave the possibility to the mem-
bership of wider aclivily and en-
livenment fo the unions.

Farly in 1026 the bership of

8.000.000. (Rince this arlicle was
wrilten the Seventh Congress of the-
Soviel lrade unions in December,
1026, reported 9,270,000 members.
—TFEd.) The Unions are now strong *
crganizatinnaity, materially and cul=-
turally. Further advances will be
made as the general problems of
industry are solved, tho rebuilding
and re-equipment of machinery, the  men, Miners, Textilo Workers, Motal
“nocessily of inereasing the volume  Workers, Food Workers and Buijld-
of-prodaaton, of bellering the qual- - ing-Workers. -1t—also has 8 major=—
ity and «Ilnnpnr,lmr the price of  il¥-in ’llc mllcpcndenl “Frés Trado ~~ '
products. Unions.” = . e

Only by aclive parllclpnllon of _ | —=— E s
the trade unions ani, their meém- New York is fae from Ehina, but
bership will these problemﬂ be we christen Morris Slgman the wu
solved —V. SaLwrrov.- Pei-fu of the noodle trades.

[_g.______._._._._.___._,‘_,_,__,_'_.__,
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~ BY ROGER COMPTON - -
(This column will be devoled
to information’upon the tech-
nical ;advance-of - industry and.~
its relation to the labor move-

. . _.ment.. Any questions of-a gen- -
e e gpal--initePest--On - science- - or.
—engineering will be gladly an=
swered. 8
.ton, care of the

-

s+—Roger-Comp--

: 'Bu ‘nigh‘t, ! o

~Against the night-glow
=~ Ten stories check their

. Itg dalidity of -form,
T Aw it flaunts ita steel i
—————1In the face of a-March

Editor of
——LABOR UNITY.) : = =
e I'i‘ was a serles of Invention at the |
i end of the 18th cenlury which

.’ spell the secret of its
SOLIDAR

~—jiaugurated 1he present industeial
era. Inventors have.always had an
imporjant influence on the coursq
of. soolal evelitfonbul never be-
fore to such a-far-reaching. extent
ns-those thal began the Industrial

" By night,

Into-the faces of the 1w

= 'The gkeleton of a sky-scraper:
Weates a oross-word puszle.

In anber squargs above the sky-line. . -
_I'giondey the structure of thia great byilding
ts unity of purpose,

- . Welded in the ten’ amber squares.

. The-skeletonof -a-great-s
Flaunts the secret of strength-

of @ great city;
identity

bs unflinchingly.
'ﬂ'““;:'-'. ETEVEN N -

strength:
ity

ky-soraper

orkers. - -

~|-tool, - Ado
--|-against_the-will-ofthe_Nicaragui

dolfo- D

“people, should atiracl attentiol
thistexeallent hook.. = “" -

-Revolution—For-their-work-marxed-
___the_end of the handicraft syslem
and the beginning of the Tachine.
method of production. : 2
They began the application of
steam power lo production, magni-
fying -to. (remendous proportions

the work -of man, building an -
dustrial-socjely which was deslined

to remodel the entire world and
modifying all human relationshipa.

1 HE social effect of inventions-

and discoveries is not less-fo-

day. Bul instead of tha_sporadic”
— ——inventions of “isolated tmdividuals"
of the timie of Hargreavés and ‘Walt,

we have to-day the organized ef-
forts of scores of thousands of re-
search  workers, scientisls and en-
ginieers, In- every laboralory, in
every center of industry they are
working, to extend the.influence of

the machine, to find new sources

_ of power, to modify thp: materials-
_ - and methods of produclion. §
" Every day brings discoveries of.
new. mglerials for manufactore,

. new _gnplications ~of . power, new
“Processes —of production: - Alloys
are used in place of simple metals,
synthetic -materials—in  pldce ~of -
natural produets-of the fleld and
forest, complex tools and machines
take the place of hand labor. The
work of the world- is- rapidly con-

<entrating in the factory.

NE\V industries and new lrades
aro built up and old trades de-

stroyed. There is a conlinual
ul}unge and flux im our economic
TS 1119 SO

——"Every change in the technique
- of industry has a direcl elfecl on-
* the industrial workers. Old trades
disappear and trade ‘unions disap-
pear with them. Unions of skilled

aft 1anad-b 1

o 5 ;
BY KATE OWENS: - Y
«¢¥) EACE on earth, good will to
man," ring out_the Christmas
bells. And the  bosse have used
this sentiment for 1900 years fto
,cover the ugly fruth of their rob-
bery of thie workers._Unforlurately; |
they have succeeded fairly well.ag:
far, with the convenient aid of mis-

what few workers are org
divided
unions. 5

As an example of this, I want to
tell sbhout one of. the big Jewish

into fragmentary -oraft

i Lypical of all “unionizt:d" houses,
In ihis"shop are emiployed-elaven

_termen” (who--make the- salads,-
coffes, sandwiches, eto., four dish-:
washers, two “bus” boys, and two:
cooks,; -Altogetlier, - five ~different :
ot "all*taz@.. only{he " wallors
- (ren‘: and-wonien).- are - orgahized.
But: the”" A, F. of L. Holel' and.
Reslaurant ‘Employes’ International
card is prominently displayed in.the.
window. 1Il's a . typieal - “union”
house; union front and seab beekl:
Over the ‘slimy sink, the dish-
“wnshers stoop for as long as 12
hours & day. At certain times, one
of -them- is-allowed to-life-his feet _
from_the “wet sdw-duat, which, i3
‘used—on {he floor.-as a -garbage
ealoher, and to stumblo dowm tho|
dark steps to the cellar, where he
“rests” on- a wooden' box -by the

eraft are-rep hy-org
tion of machine tenders. -More
_and more_ the skilled workera are
used only in the-building of ma-~
chines and equipment for-produc-
tion, while_their mallgainancg_@'nq,

1 Lion—is

peels-polaloes,———
The Twelve-Hour Day

highly skilled workors,-any- betler
off On the contrary! Their hours
aro no_differant=from-9-A=M:to-0-

——the work of p
on by unskilled machine temders.
Even in the building of the machine,
large scale production brings on the
subdivision of work into simple
tasks déne by the unskilled.

“HE skilled craftsmen_aro thus
on an insccurc basis and are |
compelled. more_snd. more Lo throw
in- their lot. with -the " unskflledi:
Only tdgether can they reap the re-
wards of the increase in_produc-
. livily wrought by the machine, in-
slead of heing its slaves, =~
Labgr Unity is’ not an artificlal
issue, bul‘an oulgrowlh of the ma-
chine age. It wlill grow wilh the

- Jechnical. advance of industry and-
must itievitably sweep away all op~

- position. Labor must—bo—unified -

P. M. tho second cook works; the
same hours as the head dish-
washer. Hjs pay envelope  brings
maybe $10 or 816 moro  than the
dishwashers’, and ho averages 335
a week. st
- But-the-cook
onotigh to drive most niormal per-
- gons-insan®—I-have-ssen-our.own.
hard-holled ohef so fronzied with
the numbér-of-orders hurled at him
by hawking walters that it seemed
~as~{1-ond- more-word “would-make
him,a-raving maniac. To say that.
the-life of the kitohen help-ishell”
is to put it mildly, = i

The torlure-of the workera be-
hind the- soenes s kept a secrel,
_howaever, by._the unlon_pard i the

T KITGHEN HELP_

| leaders_of the workers who-keep.
= o

~restaurants of New York, one-that |~

wallérs and wailrgases, four “coun- |

stairs, his back hunched.ovor as he |

~—Aro ~the ~cooks, who _are— morm |

5 rosponiaihilities-are-

Unlon wait-
ers ~and - wailresses usually work
short shifts, often only four hours
. a_day.  And with wages and Lips |’
make enough .to live comparatively”!:

workers and the boss,

well, Itis safe Lo say thal o walter

_can malke -ag" i~a8 "8 cook”In|
- gearoely -more- than one-third- the’
time; and willi much less expendi- |
ture of energy.” ° - .
7" Enfer; Hanta Claus

. 'Oh_such- a scene, enter Sania,

-wuiter. .- What noble-impulse -gives '
him_such a benevolent smile? -
"We-must {ake up a collection to

-give_the kitchen help a_Christmas

presentl™ ‘ =
‘Ah,-that {8 i{." The: lowly ¢ome.

_gob crambs from the tables instead.
of - from 'the_sinks;-Waiters -and
wnirdgses, decide (o give threa dol-
:1ara each {0 by someathing for their:
“leds -forfunale=unorganjzod—fellow |
workers.—-And-the-hoss- lelsthemn -
“have pio insfead of rige-pudding!
Bul when the question of organiz-"
Ing the unorganized comes up in e
unien, the pame.'noble - fellow who:
proposes  the GJwIslT'ﬂn; _present-
8 ;

ays: — T - S0
“It can't be done! " If tho cooks
.and  dishwashers . wopld. got the.
' uhion-seale” 1t-would-kill our union,-
because: it would put the boss out

of huginess,” - - -
[~ Thus, one crafl considers it&ell”
saved by mvans of the otliera’ dam-
riation, - : 5
‘Wliat a temporary salvation this
18, “hese_organized walters littlo_
realize. Booner or laler, the boss
~will-ho—-put—out—of—business; -Not
hocauso ha has.been forced lo pay.

~howaver;==No.—The-extinction—of--
the restaurants, and with-them-ol-
the craft of walters s well, 18 com-
ing Inevitably. with the mushioomn
growlh of automats, cnfeterias and
the chaln of self-gervice houses, -
.. ‘The. Hotel and Restaurant Em-

- loso oven its name unless- it accom-.
plishes “the organization -
crafls in-{he food sorving Induslry.
beside the walters, —

£ Christmas, 'thd-

AL a not- dislan|

-waghors and -meal darvers. - Long-
hours, low wages and no union may
e their lof, without they awake to
the ~situalion and-stop negleotin

| ihe_organization of the ynorganize

1 éy-aro )

Claus, in” thie ‘person of- a' jovial-|*

| republis-of-the--Uniled- States  was

-into-theirsown-at-€hris{mas;—They—|-

highor wages to the kilohen help, |

| Caribbean interests, U. B.:invest-

playest-Miernational—Allianco--will -

n-—of- other |-8!

| svaiters - and.--waltresses —will. find.
_themselves %m‘ﬁﬁhnﬁilﬂf

Duill “upon AC

) Alie result of practical con-

oeptions of-national interest arising

.from_some fmmediate’ exigénoy or

standing. out vividly ~in"historical
] ~ v+ 7 Blafosmen - who

‘purposes and requirements.”’
We.may at the starl:then, p
aslde a5 rabbish ~the ‘newspaper.
_publicity_that the United-States s

s0-horrified at thd sighit of olvil war
| in Nicaragua that it lands, mar|
“and pu ai 7 0
of  businead: J ki
“bléssed.:peace. e

. As a key-of undersls | WO,
had . better -take . tho-slatement  of

-the-authors-of *Dollar-Diplomaoy,”
that—"from-tha:day- on which the

ealablished, it foreian polipy  hag
parallelled jts economid: expanaton.”
~The ‘haok-givesa hiatory of this
‘expanalon:since- the middle of ;the

pucy, wich e

[ T ", there.__
is presented-a panoramh, feom eco-" -
homic penelration, .. the  topening
| wedge - of  imperiallsm", through.
(a) the systein of ;spheres . of 2
fluenée exemplified by “our” Chin=." .-
eso_polioy; (h) political “resula- :
tion", in*Hawall, Moxico and Pana- r:
ma; (o) armed. Intorvention ag jn' " *-
Haili and /mow-in Nicaragua;=(d) -
“eonguest: and;wmhnu_u—ﬂf\;vau Idnn‘a =
g b ~and finally an—-

“wxcellent ohaplor on
‘the war debls. Fea
-Throughout, :the authors demon-
strate by.fools and fguros rather:
ehag;bthuzﬂrgasq«f “opinton, “how
closely the “flag follows the dollar
-and-the marinos-follow-the-flag.-
= Xri_the appendices of tha'hook are
given parts-or all_of twelvé Import-
.anl-stato.dooumeiits, T6-has a wall- . o
‘solected bibliograply -and & number "
of. interesting . original . charls, :
among -which might be mentfoned
partioularly . those showing - the:

erica-and - %

i

ments in the- western hemlsphere,,
_ahd- i-graphfa_proseritation: of “th
European” war debis- to the United

. Stales; ;- —tnie s g i
-~ Tho: informailon in—this- anilysl
of American imperialism is such: as; "
avery-worker-neods o popsess, and,”
uDollar Diplomnoy” {s: regommend-. - -
-ed-for-overy worker's-bogkshelf———

3 z ~—GERTAUDE BROWH. - .

AN =

and organized nol'lo destroy the | window, testifying to a sort of con- “Iefichep hélp while U hey stillhave =) -
: factory, bui lo reap its benefits. spiracy between .(he’ . organized unléit to-bring - them all-into.  ~.-] .~ ;
X - v ) = e * - = A7 -. T .’ N R e,
4 ‘9 S “-ter’ and-will- not- be—dependent-on -| Federation -and -form-an organizi~—: ““Pgople—have  a-prejudics agains
Feathers. tionof thair own under tha laader-'| the use ‘of poison gas “ingwarfare

BY C. A. MOSELEY

Mussolini saxb Tie- wants_peace in.
the Adriatlo. “Benito’ Beckerman'

mated. * Look' oul;';;(:r War, ..

T, {s wepgrted in mining ciriles

= ‘chartty during the cold weather.’

~ = “says ho wants-poace o therAmalgas)
=37

ERE'S something rich. The
ternational Labor -‘Nei %
Hee,“~under-—a- Chicogo -date—line"
‘(whieh maans Jog ‘Wise), setids out )
‘ami_article. about th British labor
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