


30,000 aworkers poured
into Union Square on
August 1st to dem-
onstrate against im-
perialist aw a r
preparations
and for the
defense
of the
Soviet

Union
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low: Members of the Labor Jury chosen by working class organiza-
ns to consider the evidence and place the responsibility for the brutal
bbing of workers by police following the August First demonstra-
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On the Pacific Coast, thousands of workers gathered to
protest against war.

Sixty workers
were given
this treatment
awhen the N.Y.
police,  using
clubs and
b lackjacks,
pounced upon
a crowd of

b

aorkers as
they w er e
leaving t h e ;
anti-war dem-
onstration.

Workers in Ford-owned Detroit came out in masse
strate against war.




ON BREAD
and WATER

By J. Louis ENGpAHL

HE North Carolina State Supreme

Court has upheld the savage convic-
tion and vicious sentences to 117 years in
prison of the seven Gastonia strikers and
organizers—Fred Erwin Beal, William M.
McGinnis, Louis McLaughlin, George
Carter, Joseph Harrison, K. Y. Hendricks
and Clarence Miller.

In support of the judicial lynching car-
ried out in the lower (Mecklenberg Coun-
ty) court, the highest court of North Caro-
lina now gives its approval.

Exactly on the same day that the black
robed persecutors of rebels against the
“new industrialism” and its slavery in the
South were putting the finishing touches on
their bloody edict, the official record of
which might well have been illustrated
with dangling rope, swishing lash and
burning faggot, symbolic of mob law jus-
tice, Frank Goldberg, president of the
American Cotton Mills, Inc., was telling
the committee of striking workers at Bes-
semer City that the workers should:

“WORK AND LIVE ON BREAD
AND WATER. WORK LIKE HELL
FOR PRODUCTION!”

There is no mention of the bread and
water diet in the Supreme Court’s decision.
Yet this decree of capitalist class justice
holds up the spectre of the electric chair
and living deaths in prison dungeons for
all workers who would struggle for more
than bread and water, or the sow belly and
beans that Southern labor is forced to feed
on.

It was this month a year ago that 23
textile strikers and organizers were held
in Gastonia jails because they fought to
win a better life for the “mountain folks”
who had been drawn down into the mill
towns of the Piedmont district to a serf-
dom of endless toil, condemned to the
horrible of slow starvation called
pellagra, because their meager wages could

death

not provide the food diet necessary to life.

During this year capitalist class justice
has carefully, energetically defended its
own. Let every worker study these facts:

First: North Carolina “capitalist justice”
has not sentenced to one single day in pris-
on the murderers of the six Marion tex-
tile strikers, massacred in cold blood by

21 lynchings, the toll of boss terror against Negro aworkers to September, 1930. Thomas Shipps,
19, and Abrakam Smith, 20, were the victims of this brutal lynching in Marion, Indiana.

assassins wearing deputy sheriff’s badges,
while a score more were wounded. In-
stead Marion strikers are ordered to jail.

Second : The assassins of Ella May, Sept.
14, 1929, remain at liberty, free to com-
mit or join in new lynchings or killings of
workers. It is significant that the new tex-
tile strike broke out in Bessemer City,
where the songs of Ella May, the Inter-
national Labor Defense and National Tex-
tile Workers’ Union organizer, summoned
labor to greater battles of worker against
employer.
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Israel Prager and two other speakers were ar-
rested at the Boston Sacco Vangzetti demonsira-
tion which was broken up by the police.

Third: The kidnappers and floggers of
Lell, Saylor, Wells and others, who were
bent on lynchings, are all still at large.
Major A. L. Bulwinkle, the mob leader,
later one of the prosecutors at the Gas-
tonia trial, has now been nominated by the
Democratic party to go to congress. His
chief aide, Solicitor Carpenter, church
leader of the Manville-Jenckes mob called
“The Committee of 100 helped to plot
new violence in the days just past against
the Bessemer City strikers.

Fourth: Headquarters of the National
Textile Workers Union and the Workers’
International Relief have been smashed
and destroyed with no one called to ac-
count.

Fifth: North Carolina provides the lat-
est of the 21 lynchings in the nation, of
Negro workers during the last eight
months. The 29-year-old Negro farm
laborer, Oliver Moore, was taken by a
mob from the Edgecombe County Jail, at
Tarboro, strung up to a tree and in front
of his home, and his body riddled with
hundreds of bullets. The sheriff and his
deputies, as usual, “didn’t recognize” any
of the mob. Lynch law is capitalist class
law, the law of the boss class against the
working class. The lynchers do not fear
punishment from their own laws.

Thus capitalism’s harlot “Class Jus-
tice” stalks through city and country-side
in North Carolina, the same ugly spawn
of the profit social system that seeks the
lives of the six workers in Atlanta—H. M.
Powers, Joe Carr, Ann Burlak, Henry
Story, Herbert Newton and Mary Dalton
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—that arrest and jail workers wherever
they raise the protest of labor, whether at
Birmingham, Alabama; Chattanooga or
Memphis in Tennessee; Winston-Salem,
Mount Holly, or elsewhere in North Car-
olina; Norfolk, Virginia, or Rome, in
Georgia, that saw the attempted mobbing
and lynching of Ann Burlak, the organ-
izer of the International Labor Defense.

It was the Bessemer City strike that
again blew the lid off the barbarous con-
ditions under which Southern labor toils.
Here was a rebellion voted “practically
unanimously” between two and three
o’clock, the early morning hours of Mon-
day, August 18th, after an almost all-
Sunday night discussion of miseries unbear-
able.

The outraged workers had refused to
accept the third successive wage cut since
Christmas, declaring that they could not
live and pay their grocery bills under the
old scale, and that, “It’s better to perish
at home than on the job.” Even the first
day of the strike saw the ghost of starva-
tion stalking the mill villages, so close were
the workers to the hunger line, even while
they toiled.

But it is not only food that is lacking.
Winter is coming on and there is no mon-
ey for clothes. The so-called schools are
soon to open but there are no pennies for
books. The mere mention of free school
books is denounced as “revolutionary’ and
“Bolshevism” in North Carolina. “The
law,” the same law that sends mob lead-
ers to congress and working class leaders
to prison, declares that children must go
to school, but it provides these children
with neither clothes, food nor books, and
certainly not with proper shelter, either at
school or at home. One landlord laments
that he tried to collect rent at fourteen
shacks, called ‘“homes,” that he owned,
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J. Louis Engdahl, general secretary of the International Labor Defense, speaking at the Sacco-
Vanzetti demonstration on Union Square, New York

but could not get a penny from any one
of them, so poor are his tenants. The
future of “American youth” in the South-
ern textile mills is told in the story of the
boy employed in Mill No. Two, of the
American Cotton Mills, Inc., at Bessemer
City, since he was fourteen years old. He
is now twenty-one and has been in the
same job all the time. His wages under
the different cuts has brought his pay down
from $18 to $12 per week. The earnings
of many Bessemer City strikers for the
week preceding the walkout totalled only
$6 or $8 according to the showing on
their pay envelopes. Some declared that
they toiled the twelve-hour day, but that
they were being openly robbed of one
hour’swages and being paid for only
eleven hours.

These are the conditions that resulted
in the spontaneous walkout at Bessemer
City. Revolt smolders for the time being
in multitudes of other mill villages as the
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Walter Paananen and part of the memorial mon-
wument to Ella May, from the New Hampshire
granite workers. The monument will be pre-
sented to the workers of North Carolina by
the West Concord, New Hampshire branch of
the International Labor Defense.
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result of similar conditions. It will flare

into open rebellion.

Against this growing workers’ discon-
tent the boss class mobilizes its electric
chairs, its prisons, its chain gang system,
its state militia, police and hireling courts;
it rallies its extra-legal forces in the form
of pay-triotic organizations like the Ameri-
can Legion, the Ku Klux Klan and the
more recent American Fascist Association
and Order of Blackshirts; lynching mobs
and other punitive expeditions against the
workers, such as the recent invasion of
Bessemer City by Manville-]Jenckes gang-
sters from Gastonia.

The reply of the working class was
clearly registered in the mass demonstra-
tions organized and carried out under the
banner of the International Labor De-
fense on the third anniversary of the rul-
ing class murder of Nicola Sacco and Bar-
tolomeo Vanzetti. The textile and shoe
multi-millionaires thought that working
class protest would die in the electric chair
with Sacco and Vanzetti as the midnight
passed on August 22, 1927. But during
the three years since and especially on Au-
gust 22, 1930, labor has raised higher
than ever its banners against capitalist sup-
pression.

In more than three-score cities many
scores of thousands of workers pledged
themselves to revenge the burning zlive
in the electric chair of Sacco and Vanzetti.
This revenge is being registered through
greater struggles in defense and for the
liberation of the increasing number of
political, prisoners of today, demanding the
immediate and unconditional release of the
New York and Milwaukee Unemployed
Delegations; against the electric chair and
for the release of the Atlanta prisoners—
No death sentences! No prison sentences!
—immediate release of the Imperial Val-
ley prisoners; defeat of the infamous Gas-
tonia verdict; release for Mooney and
Billings, and for the Centralia, Washing-
ton prisoners; repeal of the sedition and
insurrection laws; dissolution of the so-
called Fish commission, instrument of the
United States government in its attack on
the working class, especially foreign-born
workers threatened with registration, fin-
ger printing and photographing by the po-
lice bloodhounds of Wall Street oppression,
accompanied by an increasing wave of de-
portations, especially to the fascist coun-
tries of Europe where firing squads and
the gallows await all militant workers.

Fight against all ruling class efforts to
put the American working class on a
“bread and water diet””! For the Besse-
mer City textile baron speaks with the
voice of capitalist class greed against which
increasing masses of the working class re-

bel and struggle.



Workers’

HE W.IL.R. Chil-

dren’s Scout Camp
at Van Etten, N; Y5,
has just had an experi-
ence with American
“patriotism” that must
make a lasting impres-
sion on the one hundred
children, mostly of Fin-
nish parentage, who
were in the camp, and
on all the adult workers
who witnessed the sense-
less those

small-town “patriots.”

frenzy of

When the camp was
first opened, word spread
to a neighboring town
across the state line,
Sayre, Pa., that “Red
activities” were going on in the New York
camp. The Rev. Mr. Shepson, a revival-
ist preacher, wrote an inflammatory
article in a local newspaper concerning
the camp, and super-patriots
undertook to “learn” the children respect
for the flag. They organized a Ku Klux
Klan demonstration in front of the camp,
and burned a cross of fire; on another
occasion a fiery wheel was burned near the
camp. As this threat of terror failed to
intimidate the children or the leaders of
the camp, a group was delegated by the
American Legion of Athens, Pa., to pre-
sent a large American flag to the chil-
dren’s camp, and to make them fly it.

Driving up to the camp about twenty
strong, on August 8, they offered the flag
to the two young leaders of the children,
Mabel Husa, 20, and Ailene Holmes,
23, both members of the Young Com-
munist League. The girls politely re-
fused the gift, stating that there was no
law to compel any camp to fly a flag, and
that they did not wish to fly it. When
pressed for a reason, they said the flag
represented the interests of the boss class
of America, the exploitation of the work-
ers and farmers, and the imperialistic re-
pression of colonial peoples.

‘The visitors then tried to force the two
girls and the children to kiss the flag by
pushing it into their mouths. The children
resisted, and several of them were roughly
handled. = The children formed into
line, and led by Comrades Husa and
Holmes, began to sing their camp songs,
and to shout slogans against their enemies.
“Down with the enemies of our camp—
boo, boo, boo”; “Down with the Ku Klux

certain

Children Dety Patriots

By BeEATRICE CARLIN

Young Pioneers at Workers International Relief Scout Camp stood by their camp and
were ready to fight back the frenzied patriots and raiders.

Klan”; “Down with the American
Legion,” giving three boos after each
shout. They marched with their camp ban-
ner, a Red ban-
n e r inscribe
with the weords,
“Van Etten W.
FsiR." S c¢out
Camp,” a ham-
mer and sickle,
and the Pioneer
slogan, “Always
Ready.”

The sight of
this banner infu-
riated the patriots
and they attempt-
ed to take it
away from the
children. One of
the boys, about
twelve years old,
took the
banner, and
climbed a tele-
graph pole with
it. ‘This was in-
terpreted by the
visitors as putting
the Red banner
“above” the Am-
erican flag. Sev-
eral of them
grabbed the two
girls, put them
forcibly into an
automobile, and
drove them down

to the Klan

camp

“insulting” the flag.
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Mabel Husa and Ailene Holmes, Young Communist

grounds and then to the
Justice of the Peace of
Van Etten, to have
them arrested.

slishiel {fu=a t 1 cee
William Westbrook, is
an old man, close to
seventy years. Hesitat-
ing to offend the Fin-
nish farmers who have
settled in that neighbor-
hood, he refused at that
time to issue a warrant
for the arrest of the two
girls. He was threaten-
ed with lynching by the
Klan if he did not make
the arrests. Finally, he
issued a warrant, sworn
out by a Mr. Dennis,
an ex-commander of an
American Legion post in Pennsylvania,
and Mrs. Daisy Felt, member of a pa-

triotic organization in Waverly, New
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camp leaders sen-

tenced to three months imprisonment and $50 fine on a framed charge of
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Children attending World Congress of workers’ children in Berlin show their solidarity with
striking miners in the Ruhr. The banner reads “We Fight With Our Fathers in the Northwest.”

York. The girls were arrested on the basis
of an obscure subdivision of a section of
the penal code of New York, providing
for the punishment by six months’ impris-
onment and fifty dollars fine, of anyone
who “insulted” the flag. The patriots swore
that the girls had instigated the children
and had themselves been guilty of saying:
“To hell with the American flag,” “Down
with the American government,” “We
will make a dish rag out of their flag in
four years”; and also accused them of
leading the children in pledging allegiance
to the Red flag of Soviet Russia.

A representative of the Workers Inter-
national Relief and International Labor
Defense secured a postponement of the
trial, which angered the “patriots.”

Armed with black-jacks and revolvers
and in an ugly mood, they drove to the
camp grounds. We met their vanguard,
and asked them to leave the grounds of
the camp. They responded that “every-
thing belonged to Uncle Sam,” and gave
an ultimatum to “clear the children out
of the camp in thirty minutes.”

The children had had a mass meeting
during the day, and had voted unani-
mously to stick by the camp, and not to
allow themselves to be intimidated into
dispersing before the scheduled break-up
on Saturday morning. The spokesmen for
the camp were able, because of the per-
fect morale of the children, to defv the
raiders, and to accept their challenge with
the declaration that the camp would fight
back if the mob made any move to at-
tack them.

In the meantime, someone had raced

down to the village, and put in a cail for
the county sheriff and the state troopers.
These veteran enemies of the working
class, who never lose an opportunity of
smashing a demonstration of the workers
against unbearable conditions of exploita-
tion, or of breaking the heads of strikers
on picket duty, had known for two weeks
of the molestation of the camp by the
fascist baiters of the children, but had
made no move for the protection of the
camp. It took these guardians of “law and
order” about five hours of gentle persua-
sion to clear the camp grounds.

The trial of the two girls, Mabel Husa
and Ailene Holmes, was conducted in
the tiny village court room, crowded to
overflowing, on the one side with sympa-
thetic workers and farmers from the im-
mediate neighborhood; on the other side,
with angry, murmuring members of the
Klan, the American Legion and the local
patriots under their influence. All the ap-
proved methods were used by these hypo-
crites in the name of ‘““T'he People,” who
were called the plaintiffs. Hysterical
references to “the boys who died in the
war for the flag”; the spectre of a “Red
revolution” within four years, made by the
attorney for ‘““T'he People,” called on the
aged justice to stamp out Communism in
America by putting the two young women
behind prison bars.

The sentence was a fine of fifty dollars
and three months’ imprisonment for each
girl.

The two girl comrades, Mabel and
Ailene, unfailingly cheerful, courageous
class fighters, were remanded to the
county jail, when an appeal was refused
pending eight days’ written notice.

The attempted break-up of the Work-
ers International Relief Children’s Scout
Camp must be answered with the building
of more and bigger camps by the Work-
ers International Relief. Class-conscious
working class parents must boycott the
bourgeois Boy and Girl Scout movement.
A concerted effort must be made on the
part of all friendly and affiliated working
class organizations to draw workers’ and
farmers’ children out of the bourgeois
Boy and Girl Scout camps and into the
Workers International Relief working
class Scout Camps.

Delegates attending the New York State Nominating Convention at Schenectady that placed the
Communist Party ticket in the field. William Z. Foster, secretary of the Trade Union Unity
League, now in prison, was ratified as.candidate for Governor, J. Louis Engdahl for Lieutenant

Gowvernor, and Robert B. Moore, for Attorney General.

Moore recently spoke at a demon-

stration in Spencer, New York, against the Ku Klux Klan raid on the W.I.R. Children’s Camp.
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city employment agency in New York.

for p0bs in the first few days in vain.

Trade Union Unity League speakers urge throngs
of jobless to join Unemployed Councils and fight
for work or wages at street meetings in front of
Inset:
Abcut 40,000 workers stormed the city agency

JOBLESS FACING WINTER!

By IsRaEL AMTER

HERE will be more unemployed

workers tramping the streets this win-
ter. Wages will be slashed on all sides,
the cost of living will
mount. A winter of bit-
ter struggle faces the
workers of this country
and the entire capitalist
world.

Figures on unemploy-
ment indicate that the
number of unemployed is
increasing.  The steel,
lumber, textile and rubber in-
dustries are at a very low level.
The auto industry which gave a “vaca-
tion” of three weeks without pay to 175,
000 workers is reported to be taking back
116,000. What does this indicate? More
workers are being added to the unemployed
army. The “vacation” for “reorganiza-
tion” purposes was for the purpose of in-
stalling new speed-up machinery and meth-
ods. “It will take some years for the
American market to recover” says a lead-
ing German industrialist.

All the imperialist powers look with en-
vy, fear and hate at the Soviet Union
where industry and agriculture cannot be
developed rapidly -enough to satisfy the
needs of the workers and peasants, where
wages are increasing, hours are being low-
ered, the cultural achievements are ad-
vancing. Hence they are preparing for
war on the Soviet Union.

The struggle ahead is one in which

common united action of the workers alone

will help.

The unemployed organized in-

England’s jobless
army on the march for
Unemployment Funds. There

are over two and one-half million
jobless in England.

to the Unemployed Councils of the Trade
Union Unity League must be linked up
with shop committees organized in every
shop. The next step is the movement for
Unemployed Insurance and the support
of the Unemployment Insurance Bill pre-
pared by the Communist Party. The un-
employed must say to the bosses “We re-
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fuse to starve. We demand wages in the
form of unemployment insurance.” The
fight for unemployment insurance is the
fight against wage cuts and speed up. It
brings about the fighting unity of the em-
ployed and unemployed on all vital fronts.

Labor Day is the day for launching the
big movement for the Unemployment In-
surance Bill. The A. F. of L. and the
Socialist Party who work for and with the
capitalists will sabotage this movement. The
A. F. of L. wants no unemployment in-
surance. The Socialist Party wants the
workers to pay for the unemployment im-
posed on them. The militant workers will
make their demands by a gigantic demon-
stration on Labor Day.

The crying need of the hour is the
building up of the revolutionary organiza-
tions. This includes the International La-
bor Defense which will face ever more im-
portant tasks as boss brutality against the
workers becomes inevitably sharper. The
bosses have already shown what they will
do. The ruthless lynchings of Negroes in
the South, the terroristic .attacks on con-
ventions and meetings of revolutionary
workers (Imperial Valley and Georgia)
the outrageous sentences imposed on the
Communists and members of the T. U.
U. L., the growing use of fascist methods,
the use of the American Legion, Ku Klux
Klan and gangsters against the working
class, all indicate the terror that the work-
ers face in their determination to struggle
and to organize. Make the I. L. D.
the fighting defense organization
of the workers of the U. S.
ever on the job to de-
fend the interests of
the workers.

In all countries
except the Soviet
Union, the number of
unemployed increases. Make
the 59 rulers of America provide
unemployed insurance for U. S. jobless.
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Oscar Erickson, Secretary, Agricultur-
al Workers Industrial League, in San
Quentin prison for 42 years for organ-
izing . Imperial .Valley .agricultural
aorkers.

San Quentin is trying the “paint up, brighten
up” method on its grim grey walls but the effect
of the great stone pile viewed from the Rich-
mond ferry is at forbidding as ever. The old
prison looms like an impregnable fortress on the
shore of San Francisco bay, with the pointed
peak of Mount Tamalpais towering behind.

The ferry was carrying me over to San Quen-
tin to interview the newly arrived victims of
California’s notorious criminal syndicalism law,
the Imperial Valley organizers. The criminal
syndicalism law was designed to put the Wob-
blies into prison for mere membership in the or-
ganization. Now the “golden state” has revived
it to put Communists into prison for mere mem-
bership in a Party that operates legally in the
United States!

When I found that I could see only one pris-
oner, I asked for Erickson, because he is secre-
tary of the Agricultural Workers Industrial
League, affiliated with the Trade Union Unity
League. He is a native of California, a round-
faced, bright-eyed young man full of facts
about the state’s farming regions, through all of
which he has worked. But natives who defy the
power and railroad and agricultural profiteers of
the golden west get the same harsh dose admin-
istered to “outside agitators.”

“White, Mexican, Filipino and Negro lettuce
pickers and packers struck spontaneously in Jan-
vary and February,” Erickson told me. “They
lost out for lack of organization. In the next
few months we held big meetings and many were
joining the union. We planned a walkout of
8,000 or more for the opening of the cantaloupe
season in June.”

Newspapers shouted that the reds had come
and would bomb and burn bridges, packing
houses and the jail. Suddenly on April 14,
when the union was holding a conference pre-
liminary to the strike, Brawley headquarters was
raided. Of the 100 arrested, 11 were held for
trial, 2 of these released on trial morning, 3 de-
ported and 6 convicted of criminal syndicalism
on three counts: 1) being members of a party
(Communist) which seeks to overthrow the gov-
ernment by force; 2) teaching, aiding and abet-
ting this purpose; 3) conspiracy.

«It surely was a class case,” exclaimed
Erickson. “There wasn’t a worker on the
jury and the prosecutor played up to

Erickson Speaks from Prison

By EstHER LOowELL

the prejudices of the small farmers and
small business men who tried us. They held
each of us for $40,000 bail at first. While we
were in jail newspapers reported that there had
been an attempt to bomb the Yuma bridge and
that the Southern Pacific Railroad was sending
in 50 special deputies. There was another story
that someone tried to burn a warehouse.”

All these provocateur acts helped frighten the
jury still more. Lieut. Hines, “red specialist”
of the Los Angeles police department, was
brought down as a star witness. Two of the
prisoners, Carl Sklar and Frank Spector, had
been brought down from the “Angel City,”
where Spector was district organizer for the In-
ternational Labor Defense. He had been in Im-
perial Valley only once to arrange bail for the
raid victims and Sklar had been there but a
few times.

Maximum sentences were handed out, 1 to 14
years on each count and, for all but one man,
to run consecutively, so that the full sentences
read 3 to 42 years! Danny Roxas, Filipino ag-
ricultural worker, has two terms runaing con-
currently and the third consecutively, so that his
total is 2 to 28! Lawrence Emery, Roxas, Spec-
tor and Erickson are in Quentin; Sklar and
Tetsuiji Hariuchi in Folsom, although this is a
first conviction for each and that prison is in-
tended for repeaters.

Conditions for agricultural workers are dis-
gustingly bad all over California but especially
vile in Imperial Valley. This section is in the
far southern part of the state. The oil is very rich
from repeated deposits during Colorado River
floods. Nothing grows there without irrigation.
It is a huge natural hothouse for profitable truck
gardens; lettuce and carrots in January and Feb-
ruary; cantaloupes in June and July; watermel-
ons in July and August. Hay and grapefruit
are the other chief crops.

“Absentee owners control the valley lands,”
the union organizer told me. “They are big
shipping and distributing companies with offices
in Los Angeles and San Francisco. They con-
trol farms all over the west and east into Col-
orado. They are organized into the Western
Growers’ Protective Association and the Ameri-
can Fruit Growers, Inc. (Blue Goose brand).
The landowners have headquarters farms where
all agricultural ma-
chinery is kept and
trucked around to
tenants. One owner
may have ten ten-
ants or more. Few
workers are re-
quired except at
harvest.”

Most of the ten-
ants who run farms
are Japanese. Of
these 619, are on
a share basis, the
rest pay cash rental,
but these are de-
creasing. There are
about 5,000 tenant
farmers on some-
what over 500,000
acres cultivated.

“Mexican a n d
Filipino labor con-
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tractors really led the January and February
strikes,” said Erickson. “These contractors are em-
ployed by the tenants to supply workers in har-
vest time. The contractor works with the gang he
brings and takes a percentage of their wages.
This year the market was poor, because of de-
pression and unemployment, so the bosses, the
landowners, insisted on wage cuts. First they fired
the Mexicans and said they had the Filipinos
working at 30c an hour instead of 35c. When the
Mexicans gave in, they turned the trick on the
Filipinos. Then they were going to cut the
packing house workers from 9c¢ a crate. They
were having inspectors reject so many crates that
it amounted to a cut. A good packer can do
400 to 500 crates, working up to 18 hours a
day!”

Demands of the Agricultural Workers Indus-
trial Union for the field workers were: Aboli-
tion of the contract system, 50c minimum for
lettuce picking, 8-hour workday with double
pay for overtime and Sundays, 15-minute rest
period after every 2 hours, free ice from the
growers, no child labor, equal pay for women,
and better housing.

“Tenants are given the poorest sort of shacks
without provision for cooking or washing,”
Erickson explained. “Casual workers almost
never have any sort of housing provided. Mexi-
cans and whites usually come with families in
ancient autos and camp in the fields. They dip
warm, dust-coated water from the irrigation
ditches for drinking, cooking and washing. No
toilets are built, as a rule, except sometimes a
crude hole in the ground. The Filipino boys
often bunk together in tourist cabins. Most of
the Negro workers live in valley towns.”

“Women work out in the fields with all the
kids who can get around. In hot weather it is
almost intolerable, with mosquitos added to the
heat . The air doesn’t cool at night, like it does
in the rest of the state. Workers literally drop
in their tracks in the fields, some of them dying
from heat and exhaustion.”

International Labor Defense attorneys defend-
ed Erickson and his companions and are now
seeking to appeal the cases.

Mexican and Filipino pea pickers in the Imperial Valley



Remember Ella May!

By CaroLINE DrREw

LLA MAY — working woman —

mother—was murdered one year ago
by the Gastonia bosses and their commit-
tee of 100 thugs, who resorted to open
murder to keep the southern mill workers
from organization.

When Ella May together with other
mill strikers went to Washington, D. C. to
testify about their working and living con-

: ditions before the
Senate Investigat-
ing Committee,
which proved to
be another do-
nothing white -
washing  govern-
ment committee;
the bosses shouted
that they were the
dregs and not typ-
ical southern mill workers. But the life
and struggles of Ella May are identical of
thousands of mill “hands.”

Ella May was one of a large family of
old American mountain farmers. Each
year they struggled with a stony soil to
raise a crop. They had no bosses, no
stretch-out system, and no
discharges. At an early
age Elly (as she was
known to her friends)
married a mountaineer
named Wiggins.

After their third child
was born, an agent from
a mill called upon them
and induced them through
his tale of good wages,
short working hours, a
steady job and a good
home, to give up every-
thing they had and move
to the mill village.

In the mill villages they found the
“good” wages to be on an average of $11
a week, a 60 hour week, a company store
which charged high prices for food, clothes
and everything, the wages in the form of
checks made out to the company store, a
house without any conveniences. They
found the work very tiresome after the
open fields. They must stand abuse from
the bosses.

Wiggins completely broke down under
the strain of the mill workers’ life with its
oppression, miserable conditions, and hard
work. The burden of supporting the fam-
ily fell to Elly.

From the time she was married until the

mill bosses shot her dead, at the age of 29,
she had nine children. Capitalism in the
south in its neglect of the poor mountain
farmer, and the mill bosses in the greed
for great numbers to exploit, have kept
these people entirely ignorant of birth con-
trol and the average family has eight to
ten children.

Like the other women who work in the
mill, Elly had to work until almost the
last minute before her baby was born, and
had to resume work almost immediately
afterwards. She could not afford to buy
milk for her babies, or a doctor when they
were sick. ““They just died” is her ex-
pression for four of them, “I reckon be-
cause I could not do for them.” On $9
a week there was rent to pay, wood to
buy, food, clothes, insurance, sometimes a
doctor and medicine. But it just could
not be done.

When the National Textile Workers
Union came down south Ella May was
one of the first to join. When the strike
broke out in Bessemer City she was one
of the hardest workers. She was an ac-
tive picket, was active on the relief com-
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Howels of workers in Winston-Salem, N. C.
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mittee, and proved to be a very capable
speaker. She was also organizer of the
I.L.D. branch in Bessemer City. What
she liked best was to compose “union
pieces” to old southern melodies. In these
pieces she told of the life of the southern
mill worker, the need for organization, the
struggles of the workers, the strikes.

She is a working class martyr whose
revolutionary spirit guides the struggle up-
ward, in the workers’ determination for a
better life.

The bosses, not satisfied with the blood
of Ella May, are today trying through the
government machinery and courts which
they own, to murder—through death in
the electric chair—M. H. Powers, Joe
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Photo:
A Southern mountaineer and farmer forced to
find work in the mills in the cities
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Carr, Mary Dalton, Ann Burlack, Herbert
Newton and Henry Storey.

Mill bosses of the south—capitalism—
the blood of Ella May is still fresh on your
hands—the working class through its mass
pressure shall not allow you to take any
more fighters from our ranks.
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much coal and pig iron, petroleum, cotton
goods and even lumber the whole Russian
lands is to produce, and not even in a year
but in a period of five years. To have to
carry upon their shoulders a burden the
enlightened captains of finance and indus-

Think of the torture of aged toilers made
to go to school instead of spending their
declining years in meditation and prayer.
But even this is not saying all. The
unmentionable Communists won’t leave 3.36 roubles in 1913. Think
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Delegates to the Sixth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union—In the center are
Blucher, general in the Red Army, Kaganovitch and Stalin.

Comrade Olgin, editor of the Frei-
heit, Jewish Communist Daily, in a
satirical vein, answers the Fish com-
mittee, Woll, and the U. S. officials
who spread lies about “convict” la-
bor in the Soviet Union to force an
embargo on Soviet imports and to
strike a blow at the advancing So-
cialist economy.

anything like it in the whole world? Where
our fellow countrymen are free to go
home after eight, ten or twelve hours of
labor, the Russian workers, have only
seven hours to their credit, only to begin
the heartrending ordeal. They cannot go
home to join their eager families. Indeed
the families themselves are forced into the
same yoke. They are made to spend hours
and hours in committees. They must

: A group of
and the brave, are blessed with untram- Soviet workers.

New club house
of the Municipal
Workers Union
recently opened in
Moscow.

Unloading Soviet pulpwood in New
York harbor—U. S. capitalists fear the
success of the 5 year plan and want to
ban these imports as a first step to-
awards an embargo against Soviet trade.

ELLOW workers, let us offer thanks

for having been spared the horrible fate
of our brothers and sisters of Russia. Ver-
ily, the accursed Bolsheviks have burdened
the Russian workers with a load beyond
endurance and have turned their days and
nights into a nightmare of serfdom. Just
imagine the unspeakable horror. They
have done away with bosses. They do not
even know of a chairman of the Board
of Directors. They have saddled the poor
Russian workers with managing all those
shops, mines and forests. Has there been

make momentous decisions, shop commit-
tees, housing committees, cooperators’ com-
mittees, sanitary committees, school com-

mittees. Who has ever heard of such a

Members of the Soviet collective
farms take tractors for a drive.

piling up of institutions in 2
free and civilized country? And
this is not enumerating even the
whole machinery of one single
plant!

Why, those wretches are ac-
tually obliged to think and plan
for a whole vast country. Poor,
abused and misguided Russians.
To have to figure out how
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meled freedom.
When I leave the
factory gate I
am through. I do
not have a care
in the world. If T
am unemployed,
so much the bet-
ter 1 have the
whole day to do as I please. If I am a
union member, let the officers worry, I am
free.

Fellow workers, the root cause of the
abject enslavement of the Russian work-
ers are the Bolsheviks otherwise known as
Communists or Reds. They have taken
old God-fearing peasant men and women
and forced them to learn how to read
and write. They have thus liquidated the
analphabetism” (illiteracy) of 8 million
of good old unspoiled Russians and are
planning to liquidate 18-19 million more.

big wheel; not
content with
ushering 1 n
such tasks and
objectives
which make
t he peasants’
heads reel,
they have in-
troduced a
thing known
as the workers
and peasants’ correspondence. They actual-
ly make millions of workers and peasants
take pencil in hand and report to their nu-
merous papers about alleged shortcomings
and abuses. Imagine the toiler coming home
after a blistering day in the fields and be-
ing forced to sit down and recount abuses
instead of playing the Russian balalaika.
But even 'this is not sufficient. They have
invented a system known as ‘“‘self criti-
cism” which they say is conducive to “so-
cialist competition” which in turn is a good
means of building up the “piatyletka” (the
five year plan) which, again, is a big step
forward on the way to socialization and
nationalization which . . . enough to make
you gasp! And the Russian workers must
know all this by heart. Can there be slav-
ery more poisonous albeit refined?

Friends and fellow workers! The most
cruel facts of oppression are still to be re-

lated. Think of those fellows planning to

Soviet lumberjacks at leisure—these aorkers
have a T-hour day and are protected by in-
surance against unemployment, illness, old age

daily, more than in the U. S. A. Think of
whipping up the book publishing business
50 as to have in 1932-33 an output of 690
million copies (in the U.S.A. the output
for 1927 was 227 million copies). Think
of a billion copies of magazines to be
published in 1932-33. Poor Russians!
What a mental agony, what martyrdom,
what pains! They, the dear, lovely, vodka
drinking and samovar draining simpletons,
have to read scores of millions of copies
of the “ABC of Communism” or “Prob-
lems of Leninism” of Lenin’s works
themselves. They are even compelled to
buy them for their hard earned pennies.
Imagine Lenin being a best seller for these
many years. Imagine radio talks chuck
full of economics. Imagine a Red Army
with libraries containing 9,500,000 copies
of books. Imagine clubs and clubs and
clubs loading the plain man with book wis-
dom to burst. Imagine the Reds driving
their exhausted slaves to sanitariums con-
verted from palaces and compelling them
to undergo treatment and get well for the
sake of further labor—and all with no-
body to worry about things but the same
workers and peasants. Can you think of
slavery more cruel, more destructive, more
menacing to the entire fabric of civiliza-
tion?
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Below: Children in a summer camp near Mos-
cow learn about farming.




Soldiers of National-
ist army supported by
imperialist  powers
and  supplied with
war equipment and
ammunition to take
China for the impe-
rialists.

VER since the

Russian Revo-
lution and the es-
tablishment of So-
viet Power in Rus-
sia, the history of
the world has been
a history of the
class struggle between the Soviet pow-
er, the revolutionary forces of the
the workers and oppressed peoples on the
one hand, and imperialism, the reactionary
forces of the capitalists and landlords, on
the other hand.

In the world wide battle front of this
struggle, the Chinese Revolution is of col-
ossal significance and is assuming greater
and greater importance as the struggle for
Soviet power, the political power of the
workers and peasants, progresses with as-
tonishing rapidity and great success.

The slogan of Soviets was raised in Chi-
na in December, 1927, during the Canton
uprising when the proletariat of Canton
raised the red flag, seized political power
and established a Soviet Government for
the first time in the history of the Far
East. The government lasted only three
days before it was drowned in blood by
the Kuomintang militarists with the active

DEFEAT IMPERI

Soldiers of British imperialist army shoot
Chinese workers on streets of Shanghai
Below: Flat-bottom American gunboats, es-
pecially built for use in shallow Yangtze
river—A44 of these as well as British, Japa-
nese, French and Italian warships and mili-
tary forces are concentrated at Hankow fo

crush the Chinese Revolution.

assistance of imperialist warships anchored
near Canton, but the slogan of Soviets
remained as the rallying watchword of
millions of fighting workers and peasants
in China.

The Kuomintang at Nanking, under the
leadership of Chiang Kai-shek, and backed
by American imperialism, temporarily suc-
ceeded in bringing about a set back in the
revolution by the most brutal terrorist
methods, but it was soon consumed by the
hell fire of its own contradictions. The
so-called “unification of China” by Chiang
Kai-shek turned out to be a farce, and suc-
cessive militarist wars between the differ-
ent factions of the Kuomintang signified
the complete inability of the Chinese bour-
geoisie to stabilize China and the
final disintegration of the Kuomintang.

With the forces of reaction largely
broken down by the sheer weight of its
inherent antagonisms, the struggle of the
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workers and peasants developed with com-
paratively little resistance. Now, while the
struggles of the workers in the big cities
are assuming an increasingly offensive
character, the agrarian revolution has
reached surprisingly large proportions.
Soviet governments are organized nitia
great many localities and, according to a
careful estimate made recently by the
Daily Worker (New York), the total
area controlled by the various local gov-
ernments amounts to about 171,000 square
miles, which is four times the size of the
state of New York. Approximately 60,-
000,000 people are living under Soviet
Rule in China. Thus, Soviet power is no
longer confined within the boundaries of
the Soviet Union. It has already been ex-
tended to South China.

The spread of the Soviet movement in
China, which had already become a major
power in Chinese politics at the beginning
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ALISM IN CHINA!

of the year, gained in momentum par-
ticularly since the All-China Soviet
Congress in May which further clar-
ified the political perspectives and
coordinated the various armed
forces of the workers and peas-
ants for a concerted drive
against the bloody
tang regime of exploitation
and white terror. Within
two months after the So-
viet Congress, the Red
forces took Changsha,
the capital of Hunan
province and a cen-
ter of the silk in-
dustry with a
population  of
half a million.
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A Soviet government for all the Soviet
Areas was reported to have been formed,
and Li Li-San, a veteran leader in the rev-
olutionary trade union movement and the
Chinese Communist Party, was reported
to have been elected president of the new
government.

Changsha was subsequently retaken by
the Kuomintang forces under the cover
of bombardment of British and American
gunboats, but this temporary loss has not
affected to any significant extent the for-
ward offensive march of the revolution.

The spread of Communist influence in
north China, and the onslaught of red
forces from all directions on Hankow, the
second largest industrial city in China and
once the seat of a revolutionary govern-
ment in 1927, and the successive mutiny
of troops garrisoning the city, all indicates
the forward sweep of the Red forces.

The fall of Changsha and the precari-
ous situation of Hankow aroused great
alarm in the camp of the imperialists who
immediately embarked upon a plan of ex-
tensive military intervention in China. Of
course, imperialist intervention in China is
an everyday affair. The imperialists have
always been interfering in the internal af-
fairs of China. But this intervention un-
der “normal” conditions is immediately
transformed into a “state of war,” as soon

Young China fights for a Soviet Governii

as an emergency occurs. I his
is exactly what is happening in
China now.

Imperialism is doomed to
fail if class-conscious workers
throughout the world will in-
tensify their struggles against
their exploiters, and launch a
world-wide drive against im-
perialist intervention and for
the defense of the Chinese
Soviet Revolution!

May Day demonstration in Shanghai a few years ago. In the face of counter-revolutionary

terror the militant Chinese workers held a successful May Day demonstration this year
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In Milwaukee’s Socialist Jails

By JuLiA SCHULNER

THE workers of Milwaukee have
been treated to a taste of terror by
a “Socialist” government, in the best Zoer-
giebel manner. In their role of agents of
capitalism among the workers, these social
fascists have carried on a reign of terror
against the workers which compares favor-
ably to the murderous brutality of the
Tammany police and the vicious thugs of
the open shop fruit growers in the Im-
perial Valley.

In the House of Correction in Mil-
waukee, eight workers are serving sen-
tences of from three months to one year:
Fred Bassett, 1 year; Max Kagan, 6
months; Leo Fisher, 6 months; John Per-
lich, 6 months; John Hilty, Wm. Felix,
Oscar Bobby, Joe Carl, and Sonia
Mason, 3 months. These workers re-
ceived jail sentences because they organ-
ized and led 25,000 workers on March
6 in a big unemployment demonstration.
The demonstration was brutally attacked
by the police, who arrested 67 workers.

At the trial, thirty-seven workers| re-
ceived sentences ranging from one to
six months.  The International Labor
Defense demanded a jury trial. In
the meantime the capitalist press of Mil-
waukee, including the yellow “socialist”
Milwaukee Leader, began to whoop up
a war spirit against the Communists in an
endeavor to create the proper atmosphere
for railroading these workers. ‘They
published confessions by stool-pigeons to
the effect that the Communist Party was
receiving $12,000,000 from the Soviet
Union for propaganda in the United
States. They played up various details of
the demonstration in such a manner as to
create the impression that the Communists
went around wildly attacking everybody,
and finally attacked the police, whose only
concern was to promote peace and prevent
disturbances. The press had the workers
convicted and sentenced before the appeal
was heard.

After considerable delay, the second
trial finally opened May Sth in this atmos-
phere. The prosecution was well pre-
pared. Seventy-two police officers, includ-
ing the chief of police, detectives and stool
pigeons of the police, were called by the
state.

All gave the same lying testimony. The
prosecuting attorneys foamed at the
mouth in a desperate attempt to show the
menace of Communism to the peaceful
community of Milwaukee, which had no
“riots” for the last 30 years before the
Communists came. ‘““The police depart-

ment, the city government, our
national institutions, the whole
system 1is on trial,” was the
plea of the social fascist hench-
men and an acquittal of the
Communists would mean a con-
demnation of the police depart-
ment and of “our” system of
government in favor of anar-
chy and disorder. They ap-
pealed strongly to patriotism,
religion, progressivism, democ-
racy and even socialism, in or-
der to send “‘this motley crowd,
these maggots, these worse than
animals” — these unemployed
workers who don’t believe in
god, to jail, and “give them the
maximum sentence.” ‘““Think,”
said the district attorney,
“What will become of us if
this motley crowd ever gets in-
to power. They’ll turn the

doawn

before

government upside down and
they’ll have no mercy on us.”
For three days, all the skill
of the district attorney and his
assistant was used to create an
atmosphere of hatred against

Milwaukee militants arrested prior to the May
Day demonstrations.

the defendants. When the defendants
took the stand, they effectively demolished
the lying testimony of the police and stool-
pigeons and completely upset the whole
plan of the district attorney. These ac-
cused workers took an aggressive stand
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Plain  clothes
man tears
slogan
and posters in
C o m munist
Party head-
quarters
m  Milwankee
unem-
ployment dem-
onstration

After the police of the Milwaukee “socialist”
government had raided Communist headquarters.

and exposed the so-called progressive gov-
ernment of Milwaukee, together with the
socialists, the courts and the police, as tools
of International Harvester and other
trusts, in suppressing and persecuting the
workers. The class issues in the case were
brought out forcefully. The brutal attack
of the police on the unemployed workers
was shown up as a prearranged plan of the
bosses to suppress the workers and their
leader—The Communist Party.

The International Labor Defense is
carrying on an intensive campaign for the
unconditional release of the 9 workers now
serving in Milwaukee County’s bastille.
Signatures are pouring in daily, demanding
their release. The fight for the release of
these workers will be carried on during the
coming election campaign. Fred Bassett,
who is now serving one year—the maxi-
mum penalty for the right of workers to
self-defense—is the candidate for Gov-
ernor for the Communist Party. He will
expose the threatening role of the Social
Fascists against the working class, even
though he is behind prison bars.

Workers everywhere must rally to the
campaign of the I.L.D. for the release
of our March 6th fighters and a storm of
protest must be raised demanding their
freedom.
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By CHARLES ALEXANDER

MONG the colonies of American

imperialism in the Caribbean where

the workers are subjected to the
most ruthless terror and oppression, Cuba
looms most outstanding. With an indus-
try mainly sugar producing, with thou-
sands of workers, not only native Cubans,
but a large percentage composed of Negro
workers from the West Indian Islands, the
working class of Cuba is met with savage
repression and outright murder by Ma-
chado and his henchmen, servile agents of
American imperialism, when they show
their determination to organize, unite and
fight for improved conditions.

From nearly all the West Indian Is-
lands, Negro workers emigrate to Cuba.
The majority of them come from Jamai-
ca, from which island many of them fled
with the hope of escaping the cruel op-
pression of British imperialism. How often
their hopes are dashed to pieces when they
realize that American imperialism is equal-
ly oppressive and tyrannical as British.

The great bulk of Negro workers of
Cuba is employed on the sugar plantations.
There, under the broiling sun, at times
many of them dropping from sheer ex-
haustion, they toil from sunrise to sun-
down at wages of forty cents for every
one hundred pounds of cane cut. Work-
ers live in miserable hovels on these plan-
tations. Many are the victims who have
fallen prey to disease while making
profits for the imperialist oppressors, and
their bloody agents of the Machado
regime.

New York workers demonstrate in protest against
American imperialist rule in Cuba and against
the deportation of seven Cuban militants by the
Machado government, when
the ship taking these workers
to Spain stopped in New York
harbor.

Photo: Labor Defender
Photo Group

Lured by the lying propaganda of the
plantation owners of Cuba, Negro work-
ers come from Barbadoes, St. Vincent,
Trinidad, St. Lucia, Grenada, and other
West Indian Islands. Cuba is not the

only colony of American imperialism in
the Caribbean where the Negro workers
find a life of hell. In Panama the oppres-
sion and persecution is intense; in Colom-
bia, under the domination of the United
Fruit Company, they live a life of misery

Peasants on the banana plantations in Jamaica

. >
work ten hours a day and receive wages of 50

cents a day.
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and torture; while in Honduras, Guate-
mala, and San Salvador, a vicious
situation exists. In Haiti, where the Amer-
ican imperialists have replaced Borno with
an equally servile tool, Eugene Roy, the
bloody massacres of hundreds of Haitian
workers and peasants last December are
still fresh in the minds of the workers. In
Venezuela, under the ruthless oppression of
the Gomez regime for the past twenty
years, and in the islands under British rule,
a savage reign of terror exists. The island
of Trinidad where the Negro workers are
brutally exploited was declared under mar-
tial law in 1914 during a strike of long-
shoremen and remained so for a consid-
erable period.

Against this cruel oppression of imperi-
alism in the Caribbean, the Negro workers
must join in solidarity with the white work-
ers and carry on a united struggle. The
determination of the workers to organize
is met with vicious repression from the
imperialists and many revolutionary trade
union leaders have been murdered by the
oppressors. In 1925, Henry Varona, out-
standing revolutionary trade union leader,
was murdered by the Machado govern-
ment. In 1929, Julio Antonio Mella met
the same fate in Mexico at the hands of
the same butchers. Sandalio Junco, one
of the ablest Negro trade union leaders,
was deported to Mexico by the Machado
government, while hundreds of other
workers have been arrested, thrown into
jails, many of them suddenly disappear-
ing—murdered. Seven workers have just
been deported to Spain for their militant
activities.

Defending the workers in their strug-
gles, fighting against all persecution and
terror, and for the unity of Negro and
white workers in the Caribbean, the Car-
ibbean Secretariat, fully assisted by the
International Labor Defense, stands fore-
most. The International Labor Defense
calls upon the workers of the United
States to support the workers in the Carib-
bean in their struggles against imperialist
terror and persecution.

CENTRALIA FIGHTER DIES

James McInerney
who was one of
the eight work-
ers railroaded to
prison for 10-25
years by the open
shop lumber bar-
ons in 1919 died
in Walla Walla
prison from tu-
uberculosis on
August 16, 1930
after having
served 11 years.
Six of the werk-
ers are still in
jail, Loren Rob-
erts having re-
cently been freed.
Workers every-
where must rally
to a vigorous
campaign f o r
their release.




Britain’s Front in Greece

By H. PuiLLIps

HE victims of terror are growing

day by day by hundreds of the
best proletarian fighters, particularly in
Greece. The Venizelos government, this
tool of British imperialism is using the
most terrific methods of torture against
the leaders of the workers. Exiles and
others forms of banishment are the order
of the day. Suppression of mass organiza-
tions of the Greek workers are going on
daily.

Just a few months ago the government
ordered the dissolution of the “Unitary
Confederation of Labor” and we are wit-
nessing again a new order to disband the
Greek Workers’ Aid Section of the Inter-
national Labor Defense on the ground that
it has given aid to the striking students of
Athens University. Under the famous ex-
ceptional law “for the preservation of the
state” the entire working class of Greece
is persecuted and its leaders are being sent
to various civil and military prisons. Over
two thousand are now in jail and in exile.

The prisoners are subjected to the most
horrible and indescribable treatment un-
heard of in modern times. FEven the
bloody rule of the crowned hyena of Serbia
or the blood-thirsty Tsangoff of Bulgaria
cannot be compared. The other day, two
women comrades, Kalliopi Svetzou and
Avra Vlassi fell in the hands of the police
and were forced to take off their clothes
and parade before the police giving an il-
lustration to what extent the white terror
has developed in this small colony of Brit-
ish imperialism.

An incomplete figure shows the degree
of the terror. From August 1st, 1930 to
November Ist of the same year, there were
858 arrests for working class activities, 366
jailings, 244 convictions to the total sum
of 117 years in prison, 68 exiles, 88 were
sent to military prisons, 41 raids and con-
fiscations of archives of labor organiza-
tions and 14 confiscations of working class
paper. The wave of actual terrorism has
developed even more sharply in the last
five months and we are unable to obtain
correct data of the victims.

The disintegration of the bourgeois
state in Greece is manifesting itself in the
steady awakening of the masses and the
refusal of the army and navy to attack
the workers. Hundreds of sailors and sol-
diers are lying in military prisons for their
solidarity with the striking tobacco workers
in Kavalla and Drama. Lately, a wide-
spread refusal of the peasants to pay the
heavy taxes to the government has resulted
in many instances in an armed resistance
of the peasants against the government as
was the case with the peasants of the island
Crete and in Kilkis, Macedonia and in
other places. Government employes in
Athens and Piraeus are on the verge of
a strike to demand an increase in wages.

The government in its effort to check
this wave of revolt is resorting to more
drastic measures, jailing and persecuting
the leaders of these movements. One of
the recent methods of torture adopted is
the so-called “phalanx.” When a leader
of the workers is arrested they tie his feet

Greek class awar prisoners at Athens fraternize
aith soldiers.

around like a tourniquet until the pressure
forces the belt in to the flesh while at the
same time they whip him up under the in-
step until the prisoner becomes unconscious.

What is clear to us is the fact that our
comrades in Greece, the best of them, the
most devoted to the cause, the most militant
are lying in the various prisons with their
days growing shorter unable to stand the
tyranny of the Venizelos government.
Knowing these facts it is our duty to rally
to the aid of our comrades in Greece IN-
TERNATIONALLY and to help them
defeat the murderous policy of the Greek

with the belt of a rifle and turn the riflebourgeoisie.

Communists demonstrate in Athens against the signing of a treaty with Turkey w
police broke up the demonstration and arrested a number of workers.
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hich deprived thousands of Greek refugees of their possessions. The



“Helfare” Island, where Robert Minor, jobless leader, was confined in the hospital and later
isolated in another prison as a retaliation against the 1.L.D. expose

A PRISONER EXPOSES “HELFARE”
ISLAND

Capitalist prisons are hell-holes and dungcons
at best, but so great is the intimidation of pris-
oners and so silent is the capitalist press that only
when a holocaust like the Columbus fire or
when a turmoil like the recent prison rebellions
occurs, does any news leak out. Harry Rup-
precht, a discharged prisoner from Welfare
Island, the capitalist dungeon of New York City,
recently told some of the facts about prison con-
ditions which are usually carefully concealed. In
an affidavit presented to the International Labor
Defense, Rupprecht revealed that prisoners in this
hell hole get no bedding and no soap to which
they are entitled, but which is denied them by
the graft ridden officials. Prisoners use the same
slop pail which they must dump every morning,
and a common rusted drinking cup. Disinfectant
in the bunks is used only once every two weeks
making the stench in the bunks unbearable. No
clean underwear is provided and a prisoner must
buy and pay for the necessities such as soap.

On the other hand Tammany politicians serv-
ing time for graft are given “silk glove” treat-
ment, allowed to have the best of meals, not
forced to wear prison clothes and are waited on
by other convicts, all of which is heavily paid
for and accepted by the corrupt jail adminis-
trators and the Tammany influence behind them.
Narcotics are peddled for which rich graft goes
into the pockets of the politician jailers.

Rupprecht, who served a term for bigamy, is
not a militant worker, but believes that the vici-
ous conditions of the prisoners must be brought
to light. The International Labor Defense wel-
comes any statements of prisoners which will ex-
pose the vicious corruption, graft and miserable
conditions confronting the worker prisoners.

San Quentin.
Comrades:

Greetings from the San Quentin four! We
are each in good health, high spirits and pos-
sessed of a determination to make the most of
our enforced “vacation.” We are anxious to
devote every moment to study, and are outlining
a systematic course of reading. It is obvious
that books are necessary for this program. Books
can be received only when sent direct from the
publishers.

I also request you to get in touch with the
Workers School and have them send outlines for
study. Spread the word that letters are very
welcome.

Comradely yours,
L. Emery,
|

Just a few lines to let you know that T just
received the checks. Thank you for same. It
is very hard to be old and have no money. From
Warren’s mother.

Mrs. Anna Billings.
|
Dear Comrades:

Received check of $5 and the letter. The
value of news of the class struggle to us here
can hardly be appreciated. We have had numer-
ous visitors and more letters than I can hope
to answer. Even though it were otherwise, we
know we are not forgotten. We know that
the working class will be victorious.

With comradely greetings,

Oscar Erickson.
|
Comrades:

Received last night the $5 relief for class war
prisoners for which we wish to thank those who
make these contributions possible.

Yours for ours,
0. C. Bland, Bert Bland
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Negro prisoners on Welfare Island prison are
segregated from whites when they take exercise.

Comrades:

Received your check the other day and appre-
ciate it very much. Thanks to the International
Labor Defense, the only organization to fight the
capitalist courts and their dirty frame-ups.

I am only doing three months but I did not
do anything to get that. Just because 75 liars
say the same thing, we are jailed. But that
will not stop the workers. As long as the class
conscious workers continue to realize the op-
pression of the bosses and are willing to fight
against it, there will be jailings but we will be
drawing nearer to that final clash that will
bring a higher standard of living and a work-
ers’ government. Revolutionary greetings from
the comrades of the Milwaukee House of Cor-
rection. William Felix.



Carry Out the Pittsburgh Resolution!
Build the International Labor Defense!

The National Executive Committee, after
receiving the report of J. Louis Engdahl, Gen-
eral Secretary, on his tour (July 27—August
5) including the Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Buffalo,
Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, and Minneapo-
lis Districts adopted the following declaration:

HE growing unemployment continues to

arouse and sharpen the discontent of the
impoverished masses. The resulting protest
meets more and more ruling class terror. It
takes the form of attacks by the police, lynch-
ings, injunctions, deportations, mob attacks and
" the creation of new extra-legal organizations,
such as the American Fascist Association and
Order of Black Shirts.

In this period of intensified war preparations,
the malicious activities of the so-called Fish
committee, an official instrument of the United
States government, direct a new barrage against
militant workers. It advocates the suppression
of all working class activities through the or-
ganization of special anti-labor police, more
stringent deportation and other laws against the
foreign-born. These sinister activities are
all an important part of the imperial-
ist war plans. Since the beginning of the
year there have been thousands of arrests, the
taking of “war prisoners” in the period of
developing war readiness, while at the same
time the prisoners of the last war (Mooney and
Billings, the Centralia victims) still remain be-
hind prison bars.

This whole situation calls for the most ener-
getic work on the part of our Inter-
national Labor Defense on the basis of
the resolutions adopted by our Fourth Nation-
al Convention (Pittsburgh, Dec. 29-31, 1929).
It is not sufficient merely to defend workers per-
secuted under the yoke of the reigning capitalist
tyranny. We must be prepared in advance for
the developing struggles that loom immediately
ahead, especially in the great industries.

There has been practically no advance made
in the effort to root our organization in the
workshops of the nation. This in spite of the
fact that the outstanding defense struggles of the
past period have taken place in important in-
dustries, (Gastonia, Atlanta, and New Bedford
cases, textiles; Accorsi and Ohio sedition cases,
coal mining; Bethlehem sedition case, steel;
Beal Sedition Case, Pontiac, Michigan, Flint
strike case, automobile; Imperial Valley, Cali-
fornia agrarian workers; Shifrin, Mineola,
New York, and Doherty, Boston Cases, cloth-
ing industry; outstanding persecutions of un-
employed workers New York and Milwaukee).
Exactly in all of these industries, and in the
industrial unions seeking to organize the work-
ers in these industries, have the defense struggles
been the weakest. This is the worst possible in-
dictment of the wrong organizational basis of
the ILD, that is still to be found in foreign-
language branches that have not yet learned to
function through the City Committees and
through the various district organizations.

WORK AMONG NEGROES — This task
develops slowly although some progress is being
made. Committees for work among Negroes
are not functioning in most districts. This ac~

tivity gets little attention in the branches.
The July meeting of the Chicago City Central
Committee of the ILD, with 40 delegates pre-
sent, did not include a single Negro delegate.
Work among Negroes is especially weak in the
Cleveland and Pittsburgh districts. The New
York District in spite of special opportunities,
is lagging badly. All this results in a weak-
ening of International Labor Defense activities
to combat lynching, race discrimination and all
forms of Jim Crowism.

WORK AMONG THE YOUTH—AIlthough
the National Office has maintained a Dational
youth organizer, giving direction to youth work
in the districts, practically nothing is being
done to enlist youth workers in our organiza-
tion. This in spite of the fact that some of
the major persecutions are of youth workers.

Failure to build the ILD in the workshops,
failure to consolidate foreign-language branches
in international branches, isolates the ILD from
Negro and youth workers who cannot be drawn
into branches where some foreign language
they do not understand is used instead of the
English language.

WORK AMONG FARMERS—In spite of
the agrarian crisis little attention has been given
to the work among the farmers. It is espe-
cially necessary that this work be developed
in the South.

INTERNATIONALIZATION—There is a
complete lack of an international outlook in
practically every district, except where some
foreign-language group becomes interested in
conditions in its own foreign country. While
foreign-language groups (Yugo-Slav, Polish,
Roumanian, Finnish, Hungarian, Greek, etc.,
etc.) must be aroused to struggle against the
fascist terror in the country of their origin,
nevertheless, internationalization of the Inter-
national Labor Defense means the rousing of
the whole organization in support of the op-
pressed masses, especially in aid of the rising
revolutionary struggles in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries (Latin America, China,
India, Indonesia, Korea, Indo-China) and the
colonies of American imperialism, the Philip-
pines, Cuba, Virgin Islands, Hawaiian Islands,
Porto Rico). The fact that appeals for finan-
cial aid for these countries as a rule remain
unanswered must be noted and severely criticized.

FOR A CENTRALIZED AND DISCI-
PLINED ILD—The decisions of the Pittsburgh
Convention, giving greater powers to the dis-
tricts in the eflort to develop their initiative
and better organizational functioning, has been
wrongly interpreted in some sections. Instead
of leading to democratic centralization, actu-
ally in some districts there has been a definite
trend toward decentralization, development of
“district autonomy” that ignores decisions from
the center, fails to give the cooperation neces-
sarry for the proper functioning of the organi-
zation, and in some cases actually resists the
plans and programs of work decided on na-
tionally. This must be remedied.

INCREASE THE MEMBERSHIP—Persist-
ent day-to-day work in building the member-
ship is lacking. Even special campaigns, like
the May 1st-June 28 Membership Drive, was
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not carried through with any degree of energy
or success. This grows out of the failure to
realize the necessity of building the organiza-
tion botlr in the day-to-day work and through
special campaigns. This leads to disastrous
minimizing of all organizational activities. In
some districts insufficient supplies of due stamps
are kept, while in others, there are none at all
on hand. There is not enough attention given
to keeping members in good standing, and ac-
tivizing them in the day-to-day work. New
applicants are not assigned to branches as in
New York where about 500 applicants were
waiting to be assigned for several months.

PRISONERS’ PLEDGE FUND—The district
organizatiols give almost no attention to the
building of the prisoners’ pledge fund, leaving
this activity almost entirely to the National
Organization. The result is that most branches
still fail to participate in this activity locally
without knowledge of the National Office.
Every district organization must canvas every
branch in its territory and see that every branch
provides for contributing monthly to the Fund
for the Relief of Prisoners and their Depend-
ants. This must be carried out within the
next thirty days in cooperation with the Na-
tional Office.

THE LABOR DEFENDER—The ILD, as
an organization, is not yet fully mobilized in
support of its central organ, the Labor De-
fender, which presents great possibilities as a
propagandist and organizational medium. The
whole membership must make itself responsible
for spreading the Labor Defender through
getting individual subscriptions, placing it on
the newsstands and through the sale of bundle
orders. Every branch, every city Central Commit-
tee, every District Organization must have a
functioning Labor Defender agent or Labor De-
fender Committee.

The National Office must immediately begin to
intensify its education and propaganda, as well
as organization activities. More detailed atten-
tion should be given to the carrying through
of campaigns and there must be more careful
and persistent work in organizing defense plans
in various cases in order to bring out the
greatest possible initiative and cooperation of lo-
cal and district organizations. The immediate
tasks are the following:

First: The September-November Drive for
Class War Prisoners’ Defense and Liberation;
fighting for the Atlanta, Unemployed Delega-
tion, Gastonia, Imperial Valley and all other
prisoners.

Second: Fullest cooperation with the Unem-
ployed Demonstrations on September First.

Tkird: Intensive carrying through of the Ella
May Memorial and Defense Week, September
14-22, with memorial meetings, Tag Days for
collection of funds, house-to-house agitation and
recruiting, campaign against lynching.

Fourtk: Energetic participation in the United
Front Election Campaign of the Communist
Party. Election Day: Tuesday, November 4th.

Fiftk: Campaign for the defense of the So-
viet Union and against imperialist war in con-
nection with the Thirteenth Anniversary Cele-
bration of the Union of Socialist Soviet Re-
publics, November 7, 1930.



At Last a Real Chance!

FIVE YEAR PLAN TOUR to the
SOVIET UNION . . . . .

Collective Farms—Tractor Plants—Red Army
Clubs—Textile Factories—Mines—Red Uni-
versities — Prisons — Museums — T heatres—
Clubs — Workers’Dwellings, etc.

20 Days Tour in the Soviet Union
Including railways, botels, meals,
visas (seven weeks from New York
to New York in care of the

Let’s Go!

WORLD TOURISTS, Ixc.)

7

10 Day Tour—$287.

$ 347.

"l

&

o7’

Sailing from
New York

October 15
S$.S. MAURETANIA

October 25 -
S.S. EUROPA D= =="

‘Write, call, or telephone for more information:
WORLD TOURISTS, Inc.

175 Fifth Avenue, New York Algonquin 6656

(Tickets to all parts of the World)

An Event of a Lifetime !

International Labor Defense
LITERATURE

SEDITION! By J. Louis ENGDAHL,

a pamphlet (Second Edition) ....5 cents
ORGANIZE AND FIGHT AGAINST
LYNCHING,
4-page illustrated leaflet, $6 per thousand

SMAsHING CHAINs, Labor’s Struggles in
Pictures. An ILD Illustrated Album, 10c

SouTHERN CoTTON MILLS AND LABOR, by
Myra Page 25¢

THE ILD CONSTITUTION AND ORGANIzA-
TION, a pamphlet ... ... .. ... ... . 5¢

SUBSCRIBE (o the

LABOR DEFENDER

Labor’s Militant Pictorial
D
An International Pamphlet FREE vt every yearly subscription

THE STRUGGLE OF THE MARINE WORKERS
by N. Sparks

DUPLICATE NUMBERED RECEIPT .
BOOKS FOR I L. D. BRANCHES S“P CHEMICAL WARFARE—2%y
100 receipts in a book scribe DonarLp A. CAMERON

Price—$1.25
A series of 8

GASTONIA POSTCARDS

Photos of the historic Gastonia events and trial
10 cents a Set

Discount on Bundle Orders

FosTER-MINOR-AMTER-RAYMONDBUTTONS
$3.00 per hundred.

Get an

I. L. D. EMBLEM

25 cents each

NOW ©ODERN FARMING: SOVIET STYLE—by

AnNa Loulse Strong
WAR IN THE FAR EAST—2%y Henry HarL
WORK OR WAGES—5%y Grace BurNHAM

SACCO-VANZETTI LETTERS

The letters of Sacco and Vanzetti written during the torturous years in prison.

New Vanguard Edition ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... oo, $0.75

Special Discounts to All Districts 4

Order from an
{  INTERNATIONAL LABoR DEFENSE 1 Year Subscription to LABOR DEFENDER. . .......... . ... .... $1.00
" 80 East 11th Street, New York, N. Y. BOTH FOR ... ... .... . . . . . . .. e, e e $1.50




Save Them srom the Electric Chair!

No Death Sentence! No Prison Term!

for

THE SIX ATLANTA VICTIMS of boss class persecution
who are being railroaded to DEATH by the capitalist in-
terests of the South because they were organizing Negro
and white workers into industrial unions. THE RIGHT
OF THE WORKERS TO ORGANIZE IS AT STAKE!

FIGHT FOR THE IMMEDIATE UNCON-
DITIONAL RELEASE
of

FOSTER, MINOR, AMTER, RAYMOND who are in jail
because they demanded “work or wages” for the millions
of jobless,

and

A S . THE SIX IMPERIAL VALLEY ORGANIZERS serving
g ain: sentences of 42 years for leading a strike of agricultural
workers in the Imperial Valley.,  DEFEND THE RIGHT

The Electric Chair! oF THE WORKERS TO STRIKE!

Support the Drive of the INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE to Free Our Fighters!

WORKERS EVERYWHERE! IN THE SHOPS, MINES, FACTORIES, ON THE FARMS, IN ALL WORKERS’
] ORGANIZATIONS!
GIVE GENEROUSLY GIVE QUICKLY
SWELL THE DEFENSE FUND WITH THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS!

ACT AT ONCE. SEND EVERY DOLLAR YOU CAN. GET YOUR FELLOW WORKERS TO DO THE SAME

NAME | ADDRESS AMOUNT

Send Contributions to: Collected by

INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE Name: ... ... e
80 E. 11th St., Rm. 430, New York, N. Y. ] Address .............. ...t State..................
Join the INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE
Read and Subscribe to the LABOR DEFENDER, Militant Labor Monthly Pictorial, 10c per copy
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