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«SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY....” as GROPPER sees it.

Above: U. S. Department of Labor is a strike-breaker! Deportation its weapon n the
Lawrence strike. Below: “Ammesty!” Free the hundreds of class-awar prisoners!
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Right: Halt the bosses’ deportation drive! You may be next! ¢
Below: Congress closes. No aid to jobless=—millions for imperialist war! P
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WAVE of deportations spreads over
the country!

It is as serious as the “deportation deliri-
um of 1921,” but significantly different
from it.

In New York Tao Li is facing depor-
tation to China. His case is on appeal to
the Department of Labor in Washington.

Eduardo Machado, a Venezuelan, ar-
rested at the office of the Trade Union
Unity League, faces deportation and me-
dieval Guido Serio, an Italian
worker arrested at Erie, Pa., with evi-
dence against him largely that he is an
enemy of fascism and the Catholic church,
is threatened with death. The govern-
ment determinedly insists on deporting him
to Italy. It refuses to let him voluntarily
depart to any land where they do not have
the rifles already loaded in the hands of a
fascist firing squad.

August Yokinen, a Finnish worker, is
also being railroaded to deportation. Why?
Because, at a mass trial called by the Com-
munist Party, he admitted that he was
guilty of acts of white chauvinism and
promised to fight for the complete equal-
ity of Negro and white workers there-
after.

Bebritz, editor of “Uj Elore,” Hun-
garian Communist daily, is slated for ex-
ile.

In Boston: Bill Murdock is headed for
deportation to Scotland; Edith Berkman
to Poland; Pat Devine to Ireland. These
are all leaders of the National Textile
Workers Union in the partially successful

torture.

Lawrence strike, and their deportation is

demanded by the American Woolen Com-
pany.

In Boston also: Benjamin Saul and
Goldie Waldman are held for deportation.
They led the February 25th unemploy-
ment demonstration.

A. Pinto, arrested in the New Bedford
strike is being kept in this country only thru
the vigilant efforts of the International
Labor Defense.

John Peltzer, a German, was taken off
the boat where he was working in Gal-
veston, Texas, and held for deportation.
They are trying to find his family in or-

der to deport them too.

Most of these cases are on the Pacific
Ed Wing, a Chinese worker, has
been held in Los Angeles jail for nine
months. He was granted voluntary de-
portation, but then they refused him a

coast.

passport. The authorities plan to send him
to Chiang-Kai-Shek’s torturers and strang-
lers. Ten workers are held in jail in San
Francisco, facing deportation.

Seventeen workers lie in jail in Portland,
Oregon, waiting for ships to scatter them
among the fascist lands of Europe, where
many of them will be hanged.

This flood of deportation cases is not
The Fish Committee has been
talikng about more and easier deportations
for a year. The instantaneous action of
the Department of Labor in the Lawrence,
Mass. and Yokinen cases shows that their
policy is ready made, that their agents are
instructed and watching closely. It is not
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accidental.

yet a policy of widespread “Red raids,”
of a frontal attack on the workers’ main
organizations. That will come later.

The whole policy of the government is
one of flank movements just now. They
do not yet suppress the Daily Worker, they
snipe off the less well known papers Vida
Obrera, Young Worker, Young Pioneer.
They do not yet drive underground the
National Textile Workers Union, they
snipe its active strike leaders. Right now,
they do not eliminate the principal leaders
of the revolutionary movement, they bush-
whack Yokinen, a rank and file member.
They do not yet attack the main offices of
the Communist Party; they raid
smash up the Los Angeles and other dis-
trict offices. They do not kill the better
known leaders of the unemployed move-
ment; they kidnap and flog two local lead-
ers in Dallas, Texas.

Now this is a campaign with a strategy

ﬂl]d

which is becoming plain enough. The cap-
italist ruling class of America learned
something from the Palmer raids and the
deportations of 1921. ‘That sort of stuff
did not succeed, for in the main it made a
lot of noise and roused sympathy for those
The present campaign is an
encircling movement, aimed to isolate and

persecuted.

then crush the main centers of militant la-
bor action in America. All the more dis-
tant points are attacked first, the lesser
known publications, the weaker sections of
the working class. Shorn of its limbs, the
capitalist rulers think they can more eas-

ily destroy the main body later. (over)



The whole wave of deportations is ob-
The Negro
and foreign born workers are in a pecul-
iarly exposed position. So the Negro is
lyn\chcd — and meanwhile the masses of

viously part of the program.

white workers are deluged with the propa-
ganda of race prejudice. Likewise the
foreign born workers are harried and ter-
rorized. The terror begins with individ-
uals, and is worse in the inland industrial
centers. All the deportations, the terroriz-
ing of the foreign born, are part of the
encirclement of the whole militant labor
movement, leading to more ruthless wage-
cutting and speed-up of the entire work-
ing class. They think this will be easier
if the large section of foreign born is
cowed, silenced.

Already large lumber concerns of the
Northwest have perfected elaborate check-
Directly
imitating the police, with their Rogue’s
Gallery, the employing class is keeping per-
fected Bertillon records for a Militant
Workers Gallery. This is spreading over
the country. Finger-printing of all work-
ers—equally with criminals, is the aim of
Will the workers stand for

up systems on militant workers.

the bosses.
this?
They start first with the foreign-born
and Negro. Next they get the native-born.
And that’s how they want to encircle and
attack the entire working class.
The workers must be on guard against

A WORKER ENROUTE TO EXILE! 125
were shipped from the country in one day at
Ellis Island last week. Wives and children left
behind homeless and starving.

all these stratagems and trickery.

Part of the attack against the foreign
born workers involves the simultaneous
campaign to divide them from the native
born, to rouse American nationalistic pre-
judices against them, to make a pogrom,
just as the lynching of Negroes is accom-
panied by a campaign of race prejudice.

But the whole working class must see
this movement in its entirety. Each of
these flank attacks on the working class
leads up to an attack on the mass organiza-
tions of native as well as foreign born
workers. This is foreshadowed plainly in
the Fish Committee reports and indicated
in the bosses’ own press, the financial or-
¢ans which the workers do not read. And
any injury that could be done these mass
organizations (for they can not be crushed)
would lead directly to wage -cutting,
lengthening of hours, speed-up and unem-
ployment of which the present samples are
only dim beginnings.

The fight of the foreign born is the
fight of the native born—it is the first
round of the fight of the whole working
class for the right to live. March 28,
“Solidarity Day,” has been chosen for mass
nationwide demonstrations against deporta-
tions and against the persecution of the
Negro masses. Make this the beginning
of a mass movement that will give the
capitalist campaign a sharp check at the
very start.

IS YOUR PICTURE HERE YET? The employing class is filing away the pictures of all militant workers, native and foreign-born, for identification.
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PROFESSIONAL PAY-TRIOTS

By RoBerT DUNN

The Fish Committee recommendation
for wholesale deportations of radicals and
the creation of a heavily-financed Federal
secret police to spy on workers, originated
with a group that has come to be known
as the “professional patriots.” A book by
that title, edited by Norman Hapgood,
tells us something about these American
Black Hundreds.

Perhaps the most vicious group among
the “professional patriots” is the National
Civic Federation. Matthew Woll is its
Acting President. Its secretary is Ralph
M. Easley. Concerning him Hapgood
says: ‘““T'he personal relations of Mr. Eas-
ley of the Civic Federation to Mr. Will-
iam J. Burns [head of the Burns detec-
tive agency and the country’s leading
frame-up artist] have been close, and
were particularly close during Mr. Burns’
incumbency in the Department of Justice.
Mr. Easley is said to have taken credit
for Mr. Burns’ appointment. . . . Mr.
Easley raised a considerable sum of money
to help Mr. Burns finance work in con-
nection with the prosecution of Commun-
ists in Michigan.”

The Civic Federation is largely support-
ed by Mrs. Finley J. Shepard, the former
Helen Gould, reputed to be the richest
woman in the world. Mrs. Shepard,
whose husband is a railroad magnate with
large holdings of timber that, incidentally,
competes with the Soviet product, .kes
more than a financial interest in the Woll-
Easley outfit. She is known for her re-
search work which is devoted partly to
preparing material for use in Woll’s anti-
Soviet speeches.

The Woll-Brady-Frayne labor “leader”
gang in the National Civic Federation is
tied in closely with an outright monarch-
ist crowd in which the official advisors of
the Fish Committee, George Djamaroft
and Gregory Bernadsky, night club pro-
prietor, play a leading part. For example,
on January 9, 1931, the patriotic groups
ranging all the way from the Daughters
of the Holland Dames and the Keymen
of America to the Central Trades and
Labor Council of New York City, held
a meeting at Carnegie Hall in New York

Everybody who went to this meeting,
excepting the steering committee, prob-
ably thought they were attending a bona
fide gathering of 100 per cent American
elements all with ancestry dating back to
the signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. They didn’t know that the whole
business was a private racket arranged by
George Djamgaroff who describes him-

self as “formerly an officer in the White
Russian Army.”

The workers should also note well the
fact that the Russian Black Hundreds
not only indulge in these “united front”
meetings with Woll and Fish. They also
render practical aid to the police—for a
consideration. When Phil Raymond of
the Auto Workers Union and the Trade
Union Unity League was arrested and
taken to the police station in Flint, Michi-
gan, a few weeks ago the Commissioner
of Police told him that the man Raymond
had seen leaving the office as he entered
was none other than forgery-expert George
Djamgaroff, friend of Whalen and Woll.
He intimated that George was rendering
him practical assistance in cleaning militant
unionists out of Flint.

From such evidence as this workers can
see quite plainly that the Russian mon-
archists in this country are working with
local police as well as with the Federal
government advising them on ways and
means to crush the radical movement. One
must not forget in this connection the
fact that the sister-in-law of Secretary of
State Stimson, Mrs. Henry Loomis, is a
regular contributor to Djamgaroff’s anti-
radical racket. Concerning this lady a
“social note” in the Atlanta Constitution
recently said: “If the Soviets should fall
and the exiles of the old Russian aristoc-
racy be restored to authority in Russia,
Mrs. Loomis would probably receive many
decorations and invitations to court.” It
can safely be predicted that should Mrs.
Loomis ever be decorated on such a hypo-
thetical occasion, we would find hanging
on her right arm, Mr. George Djamaroff,
and on her left arm Mr. Ralph M. Eas-
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100% PAY-
TRIOTS: At
the Federa-
tion Bank
Anniversary.
They haven’t
lost a cent in
the bank
crashes. Only
workers
have. From
left to right:
Harry Gug-
genheim,
B ernaty
Macfadden,
Pag -0
Brady, Otto
Kahn, Ralph
Easley, o f
Civic Feder-
ation fame,
and General
J. Harbord.

ley—with Mr. Matthew Woll, himself,
close in the rear, holding up the lady’s
train.

AMERICAN MINER OF THE

4 1009
PITTSBURGH AREA; Half starved when on
the job, as you can see. IPs him as well as the
foreign-born the Professional Pay-triots are after.



TOM MOONEY and GENERAL

The author of this article was in Mexico at
the time the Mooney-Billings case developed 15
years ago. He rushed back to San Francisco and
volunteered his services on the Defense Commit-
tee. In his pamphlet, Mooney awrites about
Minor: “For two long anl discouraging years
Minor exposed the frame-up . . . the “labor lead-
ers” vilified him, his co-workers on the Defense
Committee slacked up in their efforts, some quit
altogether, but Minor kept plugging away. His
tremendous efforts during the darkest days of the
Mooney-Billings case need only be contrasted
with the tactics of the “labor leaders” who ob-
structed the deftnse to indubitably damn them.”’

OM MOONEY has published a
new pamphlet.

Judging from the main tenor of it,
this seems to be the voice of the old
Mooney of 1916—the indefatigable fight-
ing man of Labor—that speaks from be-
hind the bars of San Quentin prison. And
from it I judge that Tom’s present atti-
tude gives the working class an opportun-
ity to leap forward in an effective fight to
smash the reeking, filthy crime by which
Mooney and Billings are held in prison.

This comes at the time when a world-
wide, smashing drive for general amnesty
for the working-class victims of the class
struggle has more promise than ever be-
fore to bring million-fold support: we see

1. Economic crisis in all capitalist
countries; 30,000,000 unemployed in
the capitalist world, 10,000,000 in the
United States, where perhaps one-half
of the population has now no means of
living.

2. World-wide agricultural crisis;
capitalism’s ruin of the farming masses.

3. International character of the eco-
nomic crisis (although not developing
in uniform manner), working for si-
multaneous action in all countries.

4. Increasing capitalist drive against
the standards of living of the working
class in all capitalist countries, bringing
strikes and incipient strikes, with the
tendency more and more toward devel-
opment into political mass strikes; the
rising will of the working class to strug-
gle.

5. Success of the Five-Year Plan in
the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics;
the enormous effect of this upon the
consciousness of the masses in capitalist
countries.

6. Revolutionary rising tide in col-
onial and semi-colonial countries; vic-
tories of the Chinese Red Army.

7. Growing consciousness of the dan-
ger of imperialist war of the workers
of all countries.

8. Increasing tendencies in capitalist

STEEL AND STONE CELLS for working-class prisoners. Mooney has been buried alive
in such a prison for more than one third his life. At Joliet, Ill., 4,072 prisoners rebelled last
week in a “model” prison like this. At least four were murdered by the guards.

states to throw off the ‘“democratic”
mask and to assume open Fascist char-
acter; disillusionment of the masses in
the growing terror against the working
class.

9. And for the United States, the
growing consciousness of the Negro
masses; the drives of the Trade Union
Unity League to organize Negro and
white workers into the revolutionary
unions; reverberations among the Negro
and white masses from the Fascist-
Ku Klux Klan attacks on Communist
and trade union organizers; the Dallas
case. i
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10. The appearance of elements of
a revolutionary situation in Germany,
the heart of Western Eurcpe, where
the struggle against the enforcement of
the Young Plan slavery on the German
masses is in harmony with the exposure
of American capitalist slavery at home.

Some readers of the Labor Defender
may ask “What has all that to do with
Tom Mooney’s case?” And the answer
is that there never was the slightest hope
of doing anything for Mooney and Bil-
lings except in the form of an international
action in closest connection with all of
the tumultuous struggles of the working

MNESTY

class. In the first place, it was precisely
and only the aggressive action of workers
in Petrograd (now Leningrad) in putting
pressure on the United States government
in 1917, that saved Mooney from hang-
ing then.

The movement for the defense of
Mooney and Billings has reached each of
its highest points precisely and only when
it took on international and militant class
character. It has reached its lowest and
most hopeless stages at those times when
the defense policy became one of “friend-
ly diplomacy” with the ruling class of
California.

In every labor case there is always some
pusilanimous foel (or a conscious servant
of the ruling class) who advises the labor
victim to be quiet and “good,” “just for
a little while” until his middle-class
friends and lawyers can get him out.

We will not pussy-foot about this, but
come out openly and say that in practically
every instance when Tom Mooney, with
proletarian instinct, was about to sanction
the launching of a wide and militant mass
campaign in his behalf, his worst enemies
(often members of the corrupt bureau-
cracy of the San Francisco and California
trade unions) would suddenly become his
“friends” just long enough to step into
the jail and whisper “Don’t do it, Tom;
P’ve got a straight tip; give us sixty days
of quiet, and we’ll get you out.”

Only too often this was effective in
hamstringing the mass movement, and I
can say with complete conviction that at
least ten of the long, wasted years that
these men of our class have spent in pris-

*
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TOM MOONEY after Fifteen Years in Prison.

on have been due to such influences, de-
vitalizing the movement whenever it ap-
proached a mass character.

To be strictly fair to men who have
doggedly retained their proletarian cour-
age and their will to be loyal to their class
during all these fifteen years of torture
in San Quentin and Folsom, we must
say that it was practically impossible for
them to see from their cells the relative
values of the forces at work outside.

The fifteen years that Mooney and Bil-
lings have been in prison have been years
that have changed the whole face of the
world. In 1916, when the steel doors

closed on Mooney and Billings, the United

By ROBERT MINOR

States was not yet in the war; a large
part of the bourgeoisie and its handy-
men, the trade-union bureaucrats, was
still “against the war”; the profound
changes in the whole trade-union and so-
cialist movement by the war and the capi-
talist attacks on the working class after
the war, and, above all, the fundamental
transformation wrought in the labor move-
ment of all countries by the Russian pro-
letarian revolution—all of this still lay
in the obscurity of the future.

Mooney in 1916 was a Left-Wing
member of the Socialist Party—in fact
had to transfer to a Hungarian workers’
branch of that party in order to avoid ex-
pulsion. With the clear proletarian eyes
of the son of a coal-miner, being neither
a swivel-chair bureaucrat nor a sectarian,
Mooney saw the crookedness of the bureau-
cracy and the necessity to organize the
workers despite the bureaucrats and against
them and always with the revolutionary
goal ahead. For this he was framed-up
and sent to the death-cell by an outright
collaboration of the California bourgeoisie
and the corrupt and wealthy trade-union
bureaucracy.

In these fifteen years the A. F. of L.
bureaucracy that tried to hang Mooney in
1916, has come out in the open as an out-
right Fascist machine, making no more
than the slight pretense that the bloody
hangman Mussolini made, to fight for the
cause of the working class in even its
daily needs. The conscious worker today,
when on strike, is filled with dread when
he hears that an A. F. of L. “organizer”

(Continued on page 78)

HERDED LIKE PIGS the prisoners eat their hash at San Quentin.
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A Texan Kidnapping Party

Forced Labor in the U. S. A.

By WaLTer WiLsoN

EONAGE —slavery of 1931—rages

in Texas.

I have seen this form of American slav-
ery, with my own eyes.

A railroad worker—a friend of mine,
was murdered by prison guards near Hous-
ton.

Texas, the largest state in the union,
has millions of Negro, Mexican and Amer-
ican white workers, toiling side by side un-
der the scorching sun.

Texas grows cotton on 80,000 acres of
prison land, much of which is exported.
(Forced labor in the Soviet Union?)
Prison officials get the first rake-off from
the profits—the remainder slides into the
state politicians’ pockets.

The bosses problem in Texas is three-

creek into which they were thrown when
unconscious is also no longer news.

That Dallas is the Ku Klux Klan head-
quarters of this section of the South is a
fact. Why do the Texan authorities fear
these two men so much! Why are they
out for their lives?

Well, here are some of the reasons.

Coder and Hurst were in the growing

movement to break down the barriers be-
tween the Negro, Mexican and white
workers.

All over Texas Negro and native white
and Mexican workers slave under rotten
conditions and at starvation wages. All
over that vast area—larger than France
or Germany—they slave and starve in
lumber camps, on ranches, in railroad

AMERICAN FASCISTI

ORDER OF THE BLACK SHIRTS
(Incorporated in Florida)

This is my application for membership in your order.

I was born in the United States of America, at

Date 193

City
, on the day of.
State
Name sage.
Res. Address Phone
Bus. Address Occupation

Place an (X) in front of the address you wish to have mail sent.

If you are opposed to social equality and amalgamated marriages; and if you are in
favor of white supremacy and the enforcement of law, against Communism in the United
States, then you are by nature and principle a Black Shirt.

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS MEMBERSHIP BLANK? Read it over. It means a lot to every worker

fold. How to keep the Mexican from the
Negro worker! ‘The white native work-
er from organizing with both these groups?
How to divide and rule?

Lewis Hurst and Charles Coder led in
the fight against peonage, against discrim-
ination. Against the bosses’ law of “Divide
and rule.”

The world knows today the shameful
story of how these two workers were
kidnapped, flogged by a gang of armed
klansmen, including police and authorities
of the law.

How they were rescued by a Negro
family of farmers from drowning in the

camps, on construction jobs, in cotton com-
presses, in oil fields and refineries.

Wages? 25 to 35 cents an hour.

As far as economic well-being is con-
cerned, Negro, Mexican and native white
workers are pretty much on the same low
level in Texas. To keep them divided to
prevent organization the ruling class has
adopted severe rules of segregation. The
Sinclair Oil Company for example in the
plant near Houston has separate trucks for
transporting native, white, Negro and
Mexican workers to work.

The bureaucrats of the American Fed-
eration of Labor have joined in this segre-
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gation of the bosses by keeping Mexicans
from membership in all unions and Ne-
groes from most.

There is an understanding in the Long-
shoreman’s Union that any Mexican who
attempts to join the union will be black-
balled. Negroes are allowed in this union.
The result is that the Negro is made to
feel superior to the Mexican; the Mexican
to the Negro and the native white worker
to both.

The Gallican-Chipley turpentine camp
near Weirgate, Texas, holds about 150

Negro workers in virtual peonage. The
foremen pack guns. Their boast is of
shooting and beating “niggers.”  The

workers in these turpentine camps are kept
perpetually in debt. The workers are held
in camp by a system of legalized force
and terrorism.

Peonage is particularly common in the
lumber camps of East Texas and on the
big ranches. And it isn’t always the Ne-
gro and Mexican who are in peonage for
native whites are held also. A year ago a
white tenant farmer near Dallas and his
wife and daughters were stripped and
flogged for refusing to work. Cain An-
derson, the owner of the plantation, had
stolen their share of the crop. The fam-
ily recognized Anderson and his grown
sons as the masked floggers and tried to
have them prosecuted. The only result
was that the reporter who had written the
story for the Houston papers was himself
flogged.

The cotton produced on 80,000 acres
of prison land — by prisoners most of
whom are guilty of the crime of “vag-
rancy”’—is sold in general trade. On these
farms imprisoned workers slave from sun-
up to sundown during the hot summer
months in the cotton fields. Occasionally
a man gets too hot and dies. What mat-
ter! There are plenty others.

A friend of mine, Wiley Zeigler, a
member of a railroad workers’ union of
Houston was whipped and spurred to
death by guards of the “Imperial Farm”
near Houston in 1927. I went to view
his body as it lay in the morgue. His back
was criss-crossed with long, deep, blood-
shot cuts. On his neck were many tiny
holes made by the guard’s spurs. Zeigler
had failed to do his task—keep up with
the pace setters hoeing cotton in the hot,
July Texas sun.

The penalty for exposing such condi-
tions—is death! That’s the verdict of the
Texas bosses. But not the verdict of the
workers who are organizing despite this
terrorism under the Trade Union Unity
League, Unemployed Councils, and the
International Labor Defense.



On the Job—Or Off—
It’'s Every Workers F 1ight!

By N. Honic

VERY strike against wage cuts and

the speedup system is a fight on be-
half of every unemployed worker as well
as the employed workers! We must get
that fact across! It’s important!

Every demonstration and Hunger
March of the unemployed workers is a
fight that concerns every employed work-
er. We must understand that too.

The Fall River textile workers, and the
steel workers of Donora, Pa., to take but
two examples, know it now. Here’s what
happened:

About two weeks ago the vast American
Printing Co., one of the huge textile mill
chains, announced it would reopen its Mill
No. 2 of the cotton division, in Fall River,
after the mill had been idle for 39 weeks.

They were going to give several hundred
of Fall River’s thousands of starving, un-
employed workers a break—at wage cuts
ranging from 10 to 27 %.

The four other mills of the cotton di-
vision of the American Printing in Fall
River were not to be reopened when the
No. 2 mill started up. (They are still idle,
entering their 42nd week of idleness.)

The Fall River Textile Council, headed
by the old-time sellout hero Tansey, an-
nounced that it would call a strike of
American Printing Co. workers against the
wage cuts.

Came Monday, when the mill was sup-
posed to reopen. And only a handful of
loomfixers and slasher tenders responded
to the strike call, a few of the most skilled
workers.

Why didn’t the bulk of the American
Printing workers—the carders and the
weavers, respond to the fakers’ strike call?
Because the fakers hadn’t bothered to give
them a thought during the 39 weeks they
were unemployed. In that 39 weeks not
a single labor faker in Fall River opened
his mouth to demand unemployment re-
lief for the thousands of unemployed tex-
tile workers of Fall River. Unemployed

HOW THE L A W
HANDLES T H E
JOBLESS: This work-
er was arrested at a
demonstration in New
York demanding wun-
employment insurance.
Clubbing and prison
for refusing to starve
to death peacefully.
Summary of arrests
1930: at strikes, 1037
at unemployment dem-
onstrations, etc. 1598;
at open and shop-gate
meetings, 644; distrib-
leaflets, 962;
deportations, 975 mis-
1598. To-

Arrests,

wuting

cellaneous,
tal, 5935.
1929, 4106.
of 1829!

Increase

workers can’t pay dues, you see.

Most of the steel plants in the Mahoning
Valley and around Youngstown have put
thru the stagger system. Here are work-
ers who are both employed and unemployed
at the same time. They are being forced
to bear the burden of the crisis. They
must join the fight of the unemployed
steel workers to make the steel bosses bear
that burden, make the steel bosses fork
over unemployment insurance from their
huge profits.

Just the other day the American Steel

and Wire in Donora, Pa. announced that
labor-saving machinery in its new plant
will displace 594 out of the 600 workers
in the plant—make 6 workers do the work
of 600. Here are 594 workers who
should have been in the fight of the un-
employed for unemployment relief and in-
surance all along. They know why now.

Unemployed and employed workers, get
together in the fight of the unemployed
for relief and insurance, and in the fight
of the employed against wage cuts and
speedup!

WORKERS STILL ON THE JOB—Men who make steel in Youngstown. On
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the stagger system their fight is the fight of the jobless.
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OGETHER—WE MUST FIGHT |
FIGHT BACK! |

Negro and white, native and foreign
born, all the workers, united in one mighty
FOREIGN-BORN  steel working class phalanx! We must mar-
worker of Bethlehem, shall all the forces of the working class
Pa. at noon. Workers for militant resistance to the savage, ter-

Like [};’.’” a;f being de- rorist boss attack.
orted to fascist coun-
tprie:——per}mps to death. Already the workers have begun te

struggle in solidarity against their increas-
ing misery, starvation, and persecution.
Negro and white workers marched and
fought shoulder to shoulder in the hunger
march to Albany. They displayed the
staunchest courage and militancy in meet-
ing the attacks of the state troopers along
the road and in the state legislature. The |
mass protest of the workers of all races
and nationalities against the attempt of the
capitalists to deport August Yokinen, fol-
lowing his pledge at a workers’ mass trial
in New York to struggle with the Negro
masses against the vicious Jim Crow lynch
system, is another splendid example.

In the depths of the reactionary South,
in the terrible and little-known slave pen
of the bosses, the Negro and white work-
ers united in about equal numbers, 4,000
strong, to demand unemployment insur-
ance from the slave drivers of Dallas,
Texas. This splendid demonstration of
solidarity so alarmed the bosses that they
jailed the leaders Hurst and Coder along
with a militant Negro worker, William
Grove. These heroic white southern
workers, Hurst and Coder were ‘re-
leased” into the hands of the bosses’ mur-
der gang, the fascist Ku Klux Klan whe
beat them into insensibility, leaving them
for dead. But here again we witness the
solidarity of the toilers. Negro farmers
rescued these workers, nursed them back

(Above): I TALIAN
IOTHER feeding her chil-
en left to starve in this coun-
y awhile their father is exiled.
(Below): LYNCHERS
luxe — Fish and Co. Left
right: Wood, of Dept. of
wbor; Fish and Rep. Nelson,
Maine. Standing, two dicks.

to life, and aided them to get to Kansas
City. Now Negro and white workers of
Dallas are organizing to meet Hurst upon
his return with another mass demonstra-
tion and are uniting to form a workers’
defense corps to protect these working class
heroes from the bosses’ Ku Klux Klan
lynchers.

The white workers are thus joining with
the Negro toilers in the struggle against
peonage, segregation, and lynching. It is
high time indeed. Lynchings have in-
creased from 11 in 1929 to 38 in 1930,
36 Negro and 2 white workers. Already

o/l
7 5. Moore :

this year 5 Negro and 1 white worker
have been brutally murdered by the boss-
es” lynch mobs. During the 35 years from
1885 to 1910 (first nine months) there
were reported 4,318 lynchings, 3,256 Ne-
groes and 1,052 whites. This is the savage
terrible toll by which the rich white ruling
class enforces its system of robbery and
slavery, particularly upon the 13,020,000
Negroes—the majority of whom are held
in the most brutal slavery upon the farms
of the south. The 3,000,000 Negro
workers in the industrial centers of the
North and West are likewise segregated
and discriminated against, held to the most
ruthless exploitation at the bottom of the
social system.

Very close to the Negro workers are
the foreign born workers who are segre-
gated by the bosses in narrow national
ghettoes and forced into the most labori-
ous and dangerous occupations, under the
most oppressive conditions of work and pay.
They number 45% in mining, 36% in
manufacturing, 45% in iron and steel,
52% in the blast furnaces and steel roll-
ing mills, 43% in the clothing industries;
42 % in woollen and 31% in cotton mills.
Of the women workers in manufacturing
industries, 25% are foreign born.

The foreign born number over 13 %
of the total population of the United
States, and those of foreign parentage con-
stitute 21.46 % of the population. Over
34% of the American people are of for-
eign born stock. Even the capitalist op-
pressors in the National Association of
Manufacturers are compelled to admit
that “we are a nation of immigrants.” The
bosses’ professors are forced grudgingly
to admit “Without the immigrant, the vast
growth of American industry in the last
century probably could not have been
achieved.” (Herman Feldman, Racial
Factors In American Industry.)

Workers of all races and nationalities!
Unite to fight the unemployment, starva-
tion, and oppression of the bosses. Defeat
the vile attempts of the bosses and their
fascist murder bands to split and crush the
working class movement. Build the In-
ternational Labor Defense into a mighty
shield! Fight the brutal boss terror with
the united and militant resistance of the
whole working class!

HE ASKED FOR
MORE WAGEys.
A Negro worker
lynched in North
Carolina when he
demanded the pay
promised him by
a rick white land-
owner. Foreign-
born and mative
workers, your cry
must be “Death to
the Lynchers!”




Strikebreakers All! Police, Church and State

By EprtH BERKMAN

(The writer of the following article was
one of the leaders of the recemt Lawrence
strike. Altho facing deportation and probable
death in fascist Poland, she is now in Law-
rence continuing the work of building the
National Textile Workers Union.)

66 I I E’S a strikebreaker!

breaker!”

This was the welcome which Father
Milanes, Catholic priest and the Lord’s
messenger among the textile workers in
Lawrence, Mass., received when he sidled
his way into the strikers’ hall.

First the bosses tried persuasion and
trickery; then they attempted to exploit
the deep-rooted catholicism of the major-
ity of the strikers in an attempt to lure
them back to the looms. When that failed
they called upon their chief strikebreaker,
the Department of Labor.

What started the struggle of the textile
workers in Lawrence, Mass., last month?

It was the attempt of the American
Woolen Company to put into force a new
“efficiency” system by which two workers
operated 9 combs instead of one worker
operating two.

What began as a departmental strike in
one mill immediately spread to all depart-
ments in three mills of the company. Con-
tinuous activity of the N.T.W.U., and
the victories it had gained in other mills
made the union the natural leader of the
8,000 strikers who had learned the value
of solidarity and militancy in the historic
struggles of 1912 and 1919.*

* * * *

Before Father Milanes had gotten
the bum’s rush from the strikers, another
strikebreaker in holy vestments joined in
the attack on the textile workers. After
several pickets and organizer Berkman
had been arrested on a minor charge,
Father MacDonald rushed into print
with frenzied denunciation of the leaders
of the strike whom he charged with be-
ing “in league with the devil.”

The strikers simply ignored his ravings
and strengthened their forces.

Then appeared the “Citizens’ Commit-
tee.” This was a group of “impartial”
gentlemen who felt that the time for the
clubs and tear gas bombs was not yet at
hand. Give ’em soft soap just now, was
their slogan.

Pat Devine, acting secretary of the
N. T.W.U. was arrested but not before
he had been viciously slugged by Marshall
O’Brien, head of the Lawrence police

*Read ‘Labor and Textile” by Robert Dunn
and Jack Hardy. luternational Publishers.

He’s a strike-

EDITH BERKMAN ARRESTED AT STRIKE HEADQUARTERS. Look at the big
dicks it took to arrest this working-class girl. They choked her to keep her quiet.

force and a number of his bulls. Then,
breaking into a meeting of the strike com-
mittee, they attacked the workers with
their billies and arrested practically the en-
tire committee. (’Brien reserved for him-
self and his best “bull,” Murphy, the man-
ly sport of bruising and choking Edith
Berkman, after dragging her down two
flights of stairs, and of smashing Bill Mur-
doch’s skull. Murdoch is now in the hos-
pital, an infection having set in. To top
all this, Devine, Murdoch, Berkman, Alex
Danilevich and John Czarnecki were held
under $40,000 bail each on four charges
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apiece. Devine, Murdoch and Berkman
were immediately arrested and are now
facing deportation — Devine to Ireland,
Murdoch to Scotland and Berkman to fas-
cist Poland.

Thus we see that the mill owners using
their triple-agencies the church, the state
and the police, are determined to -drive the
union out of Lawrence.

But the textile workers know that they
won outstanding demands in the recent
strike under the leadership of the N.'T.W.
U. They know that without the union
these gains will soon be lost.
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Hoover “Helps” the Caribbean Workers

T the time this issue goes to press,
President Hoover is on a warship
enroute to the West Indies.

“] want to take a vacation,” he says,
“and to help the poor Haitians and Porto
Ricans.”

And he rides there on a warship.

That’s the kind of help the enslaved
workers of the Caribbeans can expect
from Yankee imperialism. War-ships . . .
machine-guns. . . . :

Hoover is going down to help tie the
knot a little tighter.

For American imperialism is using every
method of oppression imaginable upon the
masses of the West Indies. And especi-
ally the Negro workers are hard hit. Theirs
is the worst lot of all.

In Cuba, for instance, the Negro masses
suffer from racial discrimination in a very
violent form, and above all, in the eastern
provinces. In many cities of Santa Clara,
the Negro workers cannot go to the parks
and plazas which are reserved for whites
and not infrequently, Negro workers have
been killed for breaking this custom. The
Haitian and Jamaican Negro workers of
the sugar plantations and mills in the east
are traded to Cuba much the same as the
slaves were formerly imported, are thrown
into corrals around the custom house and
are transported en masse to the place where
they are to be exploited. It is no rare sight
to see the railroad conductor chalk num-
bers on the heads of the Negroes being so
transported, as a means of identification.
When they arrive at the sugar mills they
are beaten by clubs encased with rubber,
just as were the slaves, for the slightest
“offense,” and if the crime is considered
sufficiently grave, they disappear or are
found assassinated in a public place.

The barbarous persecution by Yankee
imperialism, aided by the native bour-
geoisie, reached a climax in 1912, and as
a result there was a Negro insurrection
under the leadership of Estenoz and Ivo-
net, Negro leaders, who demanded the con-
stitution of an independent Negro republic.
This insurrection was drowned in blood
with the shooting of its leaders and a mas-
sacre in which more than 10,000 Negroes
were slaim. The groups of assassins or-
ganized and protected by the Jose Miguel
Gomez government and the intervention
of U. S. marine forces on that occasion
resulted in all sorts of depredations. Ne-
gro women were violated, the ears of Ne-
groes were cut off as trophies, Negro men
and boys were castrated and Negroes were
slaughtered in the streets and the fields.

By Rogerio GoMEz

In all the Central American countries
there is a large Negro working class popu-
lation, “imported” from the West Indies
for the banana plantations. These are prin-
cipally concentrated in the eastern part of
Guatemala, Northern Honduras, Eastern
Nicaragua and Northeastern Costa Rica.
This population is totally segregated from
the rest of the country and their conditions
do not differ substantially from those of
the Negro workers in Cuba.

In Panama the majority of the working
population is Negro. At the Canal all the
Negro workers are English speaking, be-

ory of the Negro workers, the most recent
having taken place last year, have claimed
thousands of victims, mainly workers and
farmers on the coffee plantations.

In the European colonies of the West
Indies and in the Guianas the Negro popu-
lation is divided by language differences.
These islands produce fruits and some have
sugar mills. The majority of the invest-
ments are in the hands of Canadian ana
British capital, which have much antago-
nism in colonial exploitation.

But oppression in the West Indies is so
barbarous that in spite of a great emigra-
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PRESIDENT HOOVER AND WIFE ABOARD THE MONSTER WARSHIP ARIZONA
enroute to the Caribbeans. Hoover wants a rest. And also to “listen” to the pleas of the Porto
Ricans to “help” them. Yes, help them to go deeper into Wall Street’s grip.

ing imported mainly from Jamaica. On
the canal alone there are about 40,000 Ne-
gro workers employed. There are also na-
tive and English speaking workers living
in the banana zone. Principally the Eng-
lish speaking Negroes are discriminated
against in the cities of Colon and Panama,
and must live in segregated neighborhoods.

But the places where the weight of im-
perialist oppression against Negroes is most
heavily felt is in Haiti and the European
colonies in the West Indies. The invasion
of the Yankee marines in Haiti since 1915,
the later massacres still fresh in the mem-
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tion to Central America, caused by starva-
tion, through which the unemployment
problem has been ‘“‘solved,” mass move-
ments against imperialism are constantly
breaking out.

The Negro workers of the United States
who have already joined the League of
Struggle for Negro Rights and are organ-
ized in the ranks of the International La-
bor Defense should support fully the move-
ment of their brothers in the Caribbean.
The oppression of both is similar and their
struggles lead toward the destruction of
their common enemy, imperialism.
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The“Socialists Want A Little Intervention

THE MENSHEVIK A. GUINSBERG PLEADING FOR HIS LIFE: In the Trade Union House
in Moscow before the worker judges who passed semtence on these ¢ socialists for their counter-
revolutionary activity against the working-class of the world.

By PauL Novick

P‘OURTEEN “socialists — Menshe-
vists were tried in Moscow, between
the 1st and the 8th of March, and were
sentenced to various terms of prison—ten
years, eight years, five years. But it is not
the members of the Menshevist leading
group in the Soviet Union who were on
trial in the Marble Hall of the House of
Columns, headquarters of the Moscow
Trade Unions. The entire Second (“‘so-
cialist”) International was on trial.

In the person of the fourteen defend-
ants—Groman, Sukhanov, Yakubovitch,
Sher & Co.—there were on trial before
the Revolutionary Tribunal of the victori-
ous Soviet proletariat, the leaders of the
Second International, the Vanderveldes,
the Hendersons, the Hilferdings, the Hill-
quits.

The fourteen Menshevists confessed
their guilt. They were caught by the
G.P.U., caught red handed, with no way
of escape or denial. The defendants im-
mediately met with a wave of protest,
anger, scorn and determination on the part
of the Soviet workers. Face to face with
the facts uncovered by the G.P.U., face
to face with the millions of workers en-
gaged in building Socialism under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party, there was
nothing left for the defendants but to
confess. And here are some of the points
of the Menshevist plot.

1. Since the beginning of the Five Year
Plan when it became clear that the Men-
shevist theory that the Soviet Union is
“naturally” drifting towards capitalism is
bankrupt, it was decided that milstary IN-
TERVENTION from the outside is the
only means left for overthrowing the Sov-
iet government. ‘The Menshevist buro in
the Soviet Union began its “work™ in that
direction.

2. The new policy of the Menshevists,
for a military intervention from the out-
side, was a result of the general change
of front of the “socialists” of the Second
International all over. Whereas before
1927 the platform of that “International”
was—officially—in line with the Menshe-
vist platform of 1924 which was based on
the hope of the “gradual” disappearance
of the Bolshevist regime, the leaders of
the Second International, with the advent
of the Five Year Plan and its successful
development, likewise changed their tac-
tice. Kautsky, the theoretician of the Sec-
ond International, in his new book on
Bolshevism, openly came out for military
intervention.

3. Abramovitch, member of the Exec-
utive Committee of the Second Interna-
tional, in 1928, according to the confes-
sion of the defendants, illegally came to
the Soviet Union. In his conferences with
the defendants he told them to “work”
hand in hand with the party of Kondrat-
iev (leader of the party of rich peasants
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—“Kulaks”—who was alsv arrested) and
with the party of Ramsin and other tech-
nicians tried in Moscow three months ago.

4. In working together with the Ram-
sin party (‘““Torgprom”—party of Com-
merce and Industry), the Menshevists ac-
cepted money from the former Russian
manufacturers and land-owners. With
that money they tried to foment dissatis-
faction with the Bolshevist regime and to
create uprisings.

5. As experts working for the govern-
ment, under the pretense of having given
up their old party affiliations, the defend-
ants miscalculated the figures of the Five
Year Plan in order to bring about over-
investments in certain branches of the
industry and shortages in other branches.
As experts working for the government
bank they tried to disorganize the Soviet
finances. While occupying important po-
sitions in the Food Commissariat the de-
fendants tried to disorganize the supply of
food for the workers in the cities and in
this way, thru starving out the workers and
their families, create dissatisfaction.

All this was part of the general policy
of the leaders of the Second International
in order to overthrow the workers’ gov-
ernment and bring back capitalism to the
one-sixth of the globe where socialism is
now being built. ‘The Second Internation-
al was trying, and IS trying, to do to the
October revolution what it did to the Ger-
man Revolution. It tried, and IS trying,
to save capitalism from the effects of the
Five Year Plan.

It is not the fault of the Second Inter-
national that the Menshevists in the U.S.
S.R. have failed. Because the working
class in the Soviet Union represents one
powerful solid front behind the Bolshevist
government and is achieving unheard-of
successes in the building of the socialist
society, to the amazement and fear of all
capitalists. The “Socialists” have failed,
because the workers all over the world
look toward the Soviet Union, are deriv-
ing hope and encouragement from that
fatherland of the proletariat in fighting
capitalism with all its evils, and are ready

to come to the defense of the Soviet
Union.
The danger is just as acute. The

“dumping” propaganda is part of the gen-
eral campaign of capitalism to thwart the
growth of the Five Year Plan which will
be completed partly this — the third! —
year. ‘The workers all over the world
must be on guard, ready for the defense
of the proletarian fatherland.
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GAGGING THE AMERICAN WORKERS

EGISLATORS thruout America are
tumbling over each other to draw up
criminal syndicalist laws to stifle any work-
er who dares answer that cry rising from

19 YEARS OLD;
gets 10 years sen-
tence. She told sol-
diers not to fight for
bosses’ profits. Tess
Ryder, of Philadel-
phia.

a thousand cities in America—“How can
we liver”

The reply to that question is poison to
the employing class. The fact that 10,-
000,000 jobless workers ask it today shoots
quivers of terror into Mr. Hamilton Fish’s
brethren.

The fact that 35 states in the U.S.A.
(free speech, free press, free assemblage? )
have criminal syndicalist laws is not enough
for the ruling class. The fact that more
than 42 workers may be buried within
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four gray walls for the best part of their
lives, on these charges, is but a beginning.
The fact that six young workers, Negro
and white, the oldest of whom is 28, face
the electric chair in Atlanta, on such
charges, pours light on the frenzy of the
boss class. “DEATH” for speaking to
workers!

Imperial Valley—eight workers serving
28 and 42 year terms—FORTY-TWO
YEARS!—for organizing the agricultur-
al slaves in that hellish region. Do you
know that in Portland, Ore., 13 workers
are on criminal syndicalist charges—one
of whom Ben Boloff, has already been
sentenced to 10 years?

Pennsylvania® — stronghold of Andy
Mellon, secretary of the Treasury, has in
its talons two young girls, 19 and 20 years
old, Tess Ryder, and Anna Lynn, sen-
tenced to 10 years. Bill Lawren:e, Peltz
and Holmes, the three imprisoned at
Woodlawn for five years, all violated that
sacred tenet of capitalism, “free speech,
free press, free assemblage.”

They dared to speak out. And that’s

TWELVE AND FOURTEEN HOURS OF THIS under the burning California sun in the
Imperial Valley. For organizing these workers the Imperial Valley strike leaders are

serving 42 years in prison. GET THEM OUT!
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TEN YEARS PRISON is what they slapped
on Ben Boloff, of Portland, Oregon, one of the
13 workers held on criminal syndicalist charges.
The crime was membership in the Communist
Party.

“criminal” in capitalist America. Consider
Yetta Stromberg—19 year old girl of Los
Angeles—who raised a red flag at a chil-
dren’s camp in San Bernardino, facing 10
years.

Her case comes up for appeal before the
Supreme Court this month.

It’s all part of the boss drive against
the entire working-class.

“Gag the mouths of the outspoken”’
they figure, “And halt the workers from
organizing against starvation.”

And so the bosses’ are burning midnight
oil, poring over their law books, and tight-
ening up the loop-holes.

Deportations, lynching of Negroes, per-
secution of foreign born, and Negroes is
in the same line-up with criminal syndical-
ist laws. Sensing that the tide of militancy
of the working-class is rising against
speed-up, starvation, misery, the bosses are
doing a frenzied war-dance.

“Gag them”—“Send them up for life
for speaking”—“meeting and organizing”
—“Lynch them”—*Deport them” they
howl. Their fear overwhelms them and
they turn to extra-legal methods of halt-
ing the workers. Hurst and Coder are
kidnapped, flogged, and left to die!

The fight against the criminal syndical-
ist laws is one of the chief sectors of the

LL.D. front today.



It Takes A Mass Fight to Defeat
Deportation, Lynching and Boss Terror!

By GEORGE MAURER

HE working class must greatly

strengthen the fight against the legal
and extra-legal attacks of the bosses—es-
pecially on the Negro and foreign-born
workers. All workers must mobilize in an
organized mass offensive under the slo-
gans: Smash the deportation menace!
Death to Lynchers! Down with all per-
secution of Negro and foreign-born work-
ers! Only on this basis of a united fight
native and foreign-born, Negro and
white—can the increasing fascist perse-
cution and the bosses’ splitting tactics to
divide and weaken the working class, be
stopped. This is true, just as Tom Mooney
says regarding political prisoners; only gi-
pantic mass pressure can win amnesty,
free him and all class-war prisoners.

The International Labor Defense there-
fore calls for solidarity and greatly in-
creased support by the worker-masses, and
strengthened leadership by the I.LL.D. (its
locals, branches, membership, sympathiz-
ers, Labor Defender readers) in the strug-
gle:

(1) Against the Deportation Menace:
Raising the major cases of Yakonin, the
Lawrence strikers, Serio, Bebritz, etc., to
the fore.

(2) Against Lynch Terror: Hurst-
Coder case, lynching of Negro workers.

(3) Against of Negro
workers (discrimination, white chauvin-
ism, Jim-Crowism): Yokinen, cases in
Southern states. During April the I.L.D.
raises to the fore these major tasks and
calls for ten-fold exertion to arouse the
working-class to recognition of the great
danger to itself—to its very organized ex-
istence. The result must be that class
solidarity and united demands hold back
the onslaught of the government and the
other tools of the ruling class and expose
Uncle Sam’s fascist-democracy in its mur-
derous, tyrannical role.

persecution

At the same time the campaign already
under way on the following issues, must
be strengthened.

(A) For general amnesty: Mooney-
Billings, the Imperial Valley prisoners, all
class-war prisoners.

(B) Abolition of sedition or syndical-
ism laws: California, Alabama, Oregon,
Penna., Ohio, etc.

(C) Against suppression of workers’
press: Young Worker, Vida Obrera, etc.

What To Do

1. Wide agitation on the major issues
for April must be extended in every way
possible—meetings of various kinds, fac-
tory and house to house contacts, every
territorial and organized section of the
working-class reached by speakers, leaflets
and literature. Protest resolutions and
telegrams should pour into Washington,
D. C. and to state capitols. Local issues
to be linked up with general campaign.

2. Major efforts must be made to reach
foreign-born and Negro sections; activize
the language branches, build up a larger
membership among these and all groups.

3. Full co-operation must be given to
and asked of the League of Struggle for
Negro Rights and the Councils for Pro-
tection of Foreign Born in developing
this counter-offensive. The L.L.D. es-
pecially must give leadership in mobilizing
the workers for continued widening of
the struggle against lynching, deportations
and persecution beyond March 28th, the
day of nation-wide protest demonstration.

4. The fight around the demands above
set forth must be raised to the fore on
International May Day. The IL.D.
shall in every locality take part in the
United Front Conferences preceding
May 1st.

5. The work among white and Negro
workers on issues of persecution of Ne-
groes must be strengthened. Preparations
are in order for a Solidarity Drive, May

16th-23rd, with mass meetings on the an-
niversary of Touissant L’Overture, May
20th.

6. In connection with the Terror in
Caribbean and Latin American countries
and Philippines, more attention must be
given to this fight against Dollar Imper-
ialism’s persecution regime. The millions
of Spanish speaking workers in the U. S.
must be aroused on these issues along with
all other workers, as well as on so-called
domestic issues.

7. The Labor Defender must be a
powerful fighter in these and all cam-
paigns. The circulation of the April
Anti-Deportation-Lynching issue should be
extended widely.  Preparations for a
doubled distribution of the special enlarged
May Day issue should be thorough. Indeed,
strenuous efforts are necessary to save the
Labor Defender from decline, since a fall
in paid subs of nearly 20% has hit it in
the past 2 months.

8. On the basis of these mass activities
hundreds of new members can and must
be recruited into International Labor De-
fense and many new group-affiliations se-
cured in April. Last but not least funds
must be continually and intensively raised
in connection with the mass campaigns—
for defense and relief for prisoners and
to broaden the mass protest movement.

Just as the working-class must today

Fight or Starve; so must we organize the
fight to smash the bosses’ “Iron Heel.”

LIDORET

MORE MASS ACTIVITIES: Mass campaigns and agitation to build the International Labor
Defense, and strengthen our counter-attack against the boss drive on the entire ‘working-class.
Above: a demonstration against Yankee imperialism in the Caribbeans.
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(From Fred Firestone, who is serving a sentence
in a Los Angeles jail for speaking at a factory
gate meeting.)

After a few days in jail we get to know each
other and find out who is who. Some are in
for petty theft, some for bootlegging, others for
vag., etc. In a corner on a bunk sits an elderly
man who seems to be a Mexican, never saying
a word to anybody.

From time to time he gets up from his bunk,
silently and like a shadow paces up and down
for a few minutes and then goes back to his
bunk. We are told that he is a leper! My
blood almost freezes. A leper! What in the
world is he doing here among us?

There is “crazy” Fred, tall and skinny. Dur-
ing the day he collects cigarette butts from the
spitoons. Whenever he finds any, he actually
devours them. From time to time he shouts
warnings that he will sue the government for
ten million dollars for false arrest. At night
his coughing fits are sledge hammer blows.

Prison “food”!

For breakfast, hash not fit for pigs.
and what they call coffee.

For lunch, beans, beans, always beans and
once more bread and “coffee.”

If you refuse to do the jailers bidding you
eat only two meals a day. After a few days
of this food the prisoners begin to suffer from
indigestion, headaches, constipation and -colds.

The jails have doctors. They are paid well
for their service. But pity the prisoner who
needs the doctor’s help. One man feeling very
sick went down to the doctor.

“Nothing wrong with you,” the doctor said
and sent him back. When he returned to his
cell he fell down on the floor with severe pains.
The rest of the prisoners raised hell and both
the doctor and the jailer came to the cell. In-
stead of doing anything for the boy, they stood
there grinning as the boy was lying on the
floor foaming and sweating, dying in terrible
agony.

How many die that way in prison?

Very tragic is the life of the lone victim who
falls into capitalist jails having no class-con-
scious organization or any one on the outside
to fight for him. They are cut off from the
living world and may never again see the out-
side.

One girl comrade was thrown into solitary
confinement. She was punished for talking to
a fellow prisoner and explaining the workings
of the capitalist system.

The 1. L. D. raised such powerful protest that
the capitalist jailers were forced to remove the
comrade from solitary confinement. Only through
organization and bitter struggles will the work-
ers be able to batter down the capitalist bastilles
and gain their freedom.

Bread

(In a letter from Lodz, Poland, a victim of the
white terror arites.)

We were brought in chains, carefully guarded,
in a heavily armed police van. Five of us were
arrested on the morning of November 13th. In
the West Ukraine 30 comrades were arrested.

The examination of the comrade was carried
on in the following manner: the arrested was
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tightly fettered at the wrists, put on the floor,
his hands bound were pulled over the knees and
a stick placed under his knees. When the ques-
tioned didn’t answer, he was turned on his back,
his shoes were taken off and he was beaten with
a rubber club on the heels and thighs. When
this didn’t help he was clubbed on the head and
water poured through his nose. When this did
not break down the comrade’s morale they beat
him on the testicles . . . twisting and tearing his
genitals. . . . No one can stand this torture but
our comrade was brave.

EpiTorR’s NOTE: Suck tortures as described in
the above letter, almost unimaginable, are not
confined to Poland. The I.L.D. has received
aword from Cuba, China, etc., of similar bes-
tialities within the past week. We must come to
their aid!

(T his letter below awas received from the wife of

Danny Roxas. Her picture and that of her child,

is shown above. Roxas is serving 42 years for his

militant leadership in the Imperial Valley strike
in California.)

Cebu, Philippine Islands.

I am in receipt of the $20 you sent for the
dependent of my husband Danny Roxas, a pris-
oner. I thank you ever so much for it and hope
for the continuance of the good work of the
International Labor Defense.

I have appreciated very much the cause of the
workers who have been nobly defended against
the bosses. =~ LORENZA ALCUITA ROXAS.
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San Quentin Prison,
California.
Dear Comrades:

Please notify all the members of the Hattie
Carnegie (hat factory) Branch of the I. L. D.
that it has my earnest good wishes and sincere
hope that it will become the largest branch of
its kind in membership. If your shop is toe
small for the future growth of the Hattie Car-
negie Branch, then it must go into action, and
secure members from other large shops or fac-
tories. Once it goes into action, with an object
in view, and will to do it, it will easily over-
come all resistance and become the largest
branch of its kind.

Your two letters of December 21, 1930, and
January 27, 1931, pleased me very much. Your
branch’s adoption of me was gratifying and I
shall watch with great interest and much hope
the efforts of all the members of the Hattie
Carnegie Branch to arouse the workers to the
need of building up the I. L. D.

Comradely yours,
J. B. McNAMARA (25314).

READ THIS—THEN MEND
YOUR WAYS

The LaBor DEFENDER must at
this time warn all its readers, the
members of the I.LL.D., and agents
that the subscription list is dwindling
at an alarming rate.

Look at this record of subs re-
ceived from the districts—we will
publish a similar report each month.

January February

Minnesota . ....... 35 16
Chicago ......... 51 44
Pittsburgh .. ... .. 28 11
Cleveland ...... .. 17 27
Massachusetts . . . .. 19 37
Detroit .......... 43 30
New York ....... 93 47
Seattle . ........ .. 19 9
Buffalo ....... ... 34 7
Philadelphia . ... .. 25 18
Agricultural ... ... 12 2
Kansas City ... ... 3 1
Los Angeles ... ... 11 19
Connecticut . ... ... 4 4
Southern ......... 2 5
San Francisco ... .. 16 2
Denver sub district. . 3 6
Total ......... 415 282
And in the month of March

ONE THOUSAND SUBS expired!
The situation is critical, comrades!
We must hear from YOU!




(T his letter below was received from the wife of

Danny Roxas. Her picture and that of her child,

is shown above. Roxas is serving 42 years for his

militant leadership in the Imperial Valley strike
in California.)




«Build The L.L.D.” Final Plea of Jakira

ROM his sickbed in a New York hos-

pital, just before he died March 20,
Abram Jakira, organization secretary of
the I.L.D. issued an appeal to build the
IL.L.D. They were his last words.

He was unable to write the statement
himself, owing to his weakened condition,
so he had to give it verbally to a stenog-
rapher. It follows:

“The I.L.D. must at this time be rapid-
ly built to a mass organization, stressing
especially its mass activities and mass agi-
tation. In looking over the dues reports
for December, January and February, we

find that we must again issue an appeal to
all our district and sub-district organizers
and to all the branch secretaries as well as
the individual members.

“The Eight Months Plan of work
called for a quota of more than 12,000
dues paying members by March 18. Fig-
ures for December, January and February,
while they showed an increase in com-
parison with the previous months, did not
reach the quota of over 12,000 by March
18. We now aim at 16,000 by June 28.

“Every organization is therefore called
upon immediately to place this question of

dues payments on the order of business
and take the necessary steps which will
raise our membership to the quota set.

“Special attention must be paid to pro-
letarian competition with which the drive
began, but which was neglected. The
branches also failed to carry on in the
main the instructions in the § Months Plan
about regular house-to-house canvassing.
Only by taking the most rigid action will
we be able to carry out the 8 Months
Plan.” Let us all join in renewed efforts
to carry through Comrade Jakira’s last
plea for building the I.L.D.

(Continued from page 67)

% on the way—knowing that the A. F. of
L. official machine will do no less than
the Baldwin-Felts or Pinkerton detective
agency in smashing their strike and selling
them out to the bosses. Practically every
worker in the A. F. of L. unions who ral-
lied to the defense of Mooney in 1916-
17-18 was later identified with the Trade
Union Educational League under the lead-
ership of William Z. Foster. In fact,
the Chicago Convention of the Mooney-
Billings defense organization in 1919,
which was wrecked by Ed Nolan and
others in the service of Gompers, was in
a certain sense a forerunner of the later
crystallization of the Communist Party,
and its trade-union elements later practi-
cally formed the core of the Trade Union
Educational League.

The Socialist Party that betrayed
Mooney in 1916 (when a California
state official of the party flooded the coun-
try with secret correspondence in which
she warned that Mooney was “guilty” and
“an anarchist, not a socialist”), has in these
fifteen years lost every man, women and
youth who defended Mooney in that or-
ganization when Mooney was in the death
cell.  Practically every defender of
Mocney in the Socialist Party then, with
the exception of Eugene V. Debs, later
was expelled from the party in the Left
Wing which formed the Communist Par-
ty, and the Socialist Party today is “social
fascist”’—merely covering itself with “so-
cialist” words while it fights tooth and
nail against the working class, to break
every strike, even collecting funds for
the infamous counter - revolutionary
Abramovich to use in conspiracy for arm-
ed overthrow of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics.

These things have been developing
while Mooney and Billings were behind
the bars in severe restraint and not al-
ways fully able through the stone walls to
see the significance of these changes.

(Here is absolutely necessary to point out
the mnecessity of winning every honest
worker still remaining under the influence
of the Fascist bureaucracies of the Social-
ist Party and A. F. of L., the framers and
hangmen of Mooney and of the working
class  fighters everywhere — a mnecessity
which must not be confused with a truck-
ling to the misleaders of these workers,
but which is the exact opposite.)

Mooney seems to see it now.

quote from his pamphlet (p. 48):

To

“This pamphlet deals with a particular
phase of treachery of the A. F. of L.’s bu-
reaucrats—that of actual aid in the ghastly
frameup of Mooney and Billings. Never-
theless, the purpose of this pamphlet will
not be achieved if it fails to point out with
unmistakable clearness that the betrayal of
Mooney and Billings by the A. F. of L.
leadership is but a part of the history of
their betrayal of the American workers.

“The whole world is at present undergo-
ing a terrible economic crisis which is shak-
ing Wall Street’s rule to its very founda-
tions. The richest land on earth—the United
States of America—has not escaped the
iron law of capitalist development. The
crisis in the U. S. A. is more acute, more
wide-spread, because of the greater peak
reached 'in industrial growth in this coun-
try. Over nine million (9,000,000) job-
less workers are today starving with their
families, and Wall Street offers them con-
temptible crumbs in the form of charity,
in place “of genuine unemployment relief
or work at living wages.

“Capital does not propose to bear the
burden of the crisis; it loads its weight upon
the toilers and finds the A. F. of L. lead-
ers willing tools who do their utmost to
help crush labor and hammer down its
standards of living. In every struggle of
the workers against brutal exploitation and
political oppression, the A. F. of L. leader-
ship acts as an open strike-breaking force—
true to its role—zke mortal enemy of labor
within its own ranks. They act thus in the
Mooney-Billings case in which they are no
less scabs than they are in most struggles
of the workers.”

I do not overlook certain soft words
that Mooney still has for a few “excep-
tional” capitalist judges, trade-union bu-
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reaucrats, etc., but maybe these remaining
illusions will be dispelled by a little time
and the own actions of these bureaucrats—
such as, for instance, the recent actions of
Ed Nockels at the so-called “Progressive
Conference” in Washington, supposedly in
the interest of “‘preserving democracy,”
where Nockels appeared with Green, Rob-
ertson and other bureaucrats and spoke
about the radio business (!!) but had not
one public word for Mooney and Billings,
and did not even contradict Green’s dirty
Fascist pro-war talk against the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics.

If T am right in my judgment of
Mooney’s present stand, it will greatly aid
in the world-wide militant mass movement
to open the prison gates to the working-
class prisoners in capitalist jails for which
the situation is now rotten ripe. 'The han-
dicap which I have mentioned here has
been only one of many that have hereto-
fore kept the work of the International
Labor defense in behalf of Mooney and
other prisoners on a too narrow track.
Above all it is necessary to link up in the
closest possible manner the Mooney case
with cases of the Imperial Valley prisoners,
the Centralia victims, the Atlanta cases and
other outstanding cases, so as to draw the
issue actively into the vast current of the
revolutionary world labor movement.

Remember the Sacco-Vanzetti case!
Remember the amazing volume and bel-
ligerency that that movement attained
throughout the world almost overnight,
even though it was not yet strong enough
to succeed in saving the victims. Learn
from the Sacco-Vanzetti case not only the
ruthlessness with which capitalism commits
murders, but also the vast and irresistible
currents that the workers are able to set in
motion when we do our work right and
correctly estimate the possibilities.

The May Day demonstrations through-
out the world will be an early opportunity
to raise the thunderous voice of labor
against the beast of Yankee “justice.”



Do You Want the Labor Defender to Live?

IT°S UP TO YOU!

Has your sub expired? Have you sent in a renewal?
One thousand subscribers must renew this month.

HAVE YOU DONE SO YET?

The bosses are attacking.

Hundreds of foreign-born and Negro workers are being deported, persccuted,
lynched.

The Fish Committee and Professional Patriots arc crying for workers’ blood,
American as well as Foreign-Born!

ARE YOU GOING TO FIGHT THIS TERROR?
IF “YES”!—THEN HELP BUILD THE LABOR DEFENDER.
THERE CAN'T BE A “NO”!
SUBSCRIBE, RENEW, AND GET OTHERS TO DO SO.

You can’t let your sub expire—let the Labor Defender die!

IT’S UP TO YOU!!!

Labor Defender, 80 East 11th St., Room 430, New York City:
Enclosed find $1.00. This is for one year sub.

Name . .. .. . L

Address ... ) .
WATCH THE GREAT MAY DAY EDITION!

PAMPHLETS EVERY LABOR DEFENDER READER MUST READ

The Frame-up System—by Vern Smath ... . .. ... .......... .. 10c
Steve Katovis—Life and Death of a Worker—by A. B. Magil and
Joseph North ... . . . .. .. ... 10c
The Story of the Paris Commune, told in pictures—by Won. Sezgnl 10c
Work or Wages—by Grace M. Burnham . .. ... .. ... .. .. - 10c
Speeding up the Workers—by James Barnett . .. ... . ... .. ... 10c
The Heritage of Gene Debs—by Alexander Trac /zten/mr«r ... . 10c
Social Insurance—by Grace Burnham ... ... ... .. ... ... . t0c
Chemical Warfare—by Donald A. Cameron oo 10c
Yankee Colonies—by Harry Gannes .. ... . .. e . 10c

Write 80 the 1. L. D. and give them your order.

The COPART PRESS

50 EAST 13th STREET
35 EAST 12th STREET

ALgonquin 4-2860 NEW YORK

Be There in Time for the
May Day Celebration
D 4

TOUR INCLUDES—
TWELVE DAYS IN U. S. S. R.

Leningrad—Moscow

A Collective Farm

VISITS TO—
Workers Clubs,
House of the Red Army,
Kremlin, Factories, etc.
and celebrating
MAY 1 IN MOSCOW ON
RED SQUARE
w

See the 5-Year Plan of Construc-
tion being rushed to a triumphant

conclusion.

4

See with your own eyes a new

world being born!

D 4
Take advantage of this unusual
opportunity!
-
ASK FOR TOUR “A”—$248

(With return S.S. ticket from France

—The cost of the Soviet visa, valid
for 30 days, is included.)

D
Sailings:
ApriL 8: S.S. MAURETANIA
ApriL 16: S.S. Eurora
w

Write at once to:

WORLD TOURISTS
INC.
175 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.

4
Tel. ALgonquin 4-6656



Shall te Families of Class War Prisoners Starve?

The children of workers who lost their liberty fighting for the working class look to YOU for help.
YOU know the bosses won’t help them.

The prisoners themselves shut off from light and sun — look to YOU to save their families from
starvatioa.

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?
WILL YOU LET THEM STARVE?

-

The International Labor
Defense has a relief fund
for the aid of the prisoners’
families — and for relief to
the prisoners themselves.

If YOU have ever been bur-
ied alive inside four prison
walls, you know -what it
means to be able to buy
some magazines, books,
fruit, cigarettes, etec., once
in a while.

YOU MUST HELP!

Ninety workers in the U. S. alone cared for by the I. L. D., are serving sentences of
from six months to life! Hundreds others are serving lesser sentences! More than half
of these have wives and children dependent on the I. L. D. ‘

The L. L. D. must have at least $1,000 a month for relief just for America. BUT it receives less
than half that amount for the relief fund.

Thousands of working class prisoners are being tortured today — right now — in Poland, Cuba,
Hungary, and other fascist countries.

The 1. L. D. was unable to send ANY relief in January and February. Will YOU let the prisoners
and their families go without help for March?

THEIR FIGHT IS YOUR FIGHT.
WE MUST HELP THEM! The I. L. D. must send relief to them!
It’s up to YOU!

INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE,
80 East 11th Street, Room 430, New York City.

I am enclosing the following sum $........ for relief of class war prisoners and their families.
Name . ......... ... ... .. I T e e F
Address ... e P

State .. ... P R, P B

RUSH YOUR CONTRIBUTION!
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