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EDITORIALS

NEGROES TO BE AT PEACE CONFERENCE
IN EUROPE

UPO\ examination of the causes of the war,

political scientists discover that the rivalry for
the rich lands and the abundant labor supply of the
darker nations constitute the rcal bone of conten-
tion. It is the coal fields and oil wells of China, the
rich agricultural products of India, the diamonds,
rubber, copper, cocoa oil and dates of Africa, or
the control of trade routes by way of Constantinople
to these fields of wealth. In a word, it is the object
and means of reaching the object which continually
have engulfed the world in war—the present world
war being no exception.

This economic greed and national imperialism
has been masquerading behind the philanthropic
veil of carrying civilization to the benighted lands
of the darker races, as well as of releasing the
wealth of these lands to satisfy the wants of Euro-
pean civilization.

Sooner or later declegates gathered together in
official or unofficial capacities will be around the
green tables discussing terms of peace. Their
avowed object is to organize the world for peace.
We submit, however, that no permanent, durable
and democratic peace can be organized which leaves
the richest lands and the greatest supply of labor in
the world a perpetual, unsettled bone of contention.
We further submit that the psychology and intellec-
tual equipment of the delegates must enable them
to deal sympathetically and scientifically with the
various questions of race and geographical adjust-
ments which will arise.

Irishmen ought to be there to keep vigil on the
Emerald Isles. Hindus ought to be there to make
Britain make good her claim of fighting for the
rights of smaller and weaker nations. Chinese
ought to be there to save from future ravage the
Chinese Empire. Poles ought to be there with sug-
gestions and methods for securing Polish auton-
omy. Turks ought to be there to prevent an inter-
national conspiracy to stcal Constantinople. The
Negro ought to be there to insist upon international
equity as regards the treasures of Africa and its
inexhaustible labor supply. He needs further to
call upon America to make good her claims of fight-
ing “to make the world safe for democracy.”

Ierein lies the reason for THE MESSENGER’S sug-
gestion to initiate a campaign to send Negro dele-
gates to the peace conference, and to send men who
are acquainted with the problems which the peace
dclegates will be called upon to settle. Tue Mges-
SENGER would recommend only such men as have
taken a position on peace at a time when the dis-
cussion of peace was well-nigh seditious. Friend-
ship is not a qualification at all. TuHeE MESSENGER
would recommend only those men whose vision and
grasp of world politics enable them to comprehend
the importance of insisting upon the freedom and
independence of Ireland no less vigorously than
upon the freedom and development of the darker
races,

Within the next thirty days some concrete, orga-

nized and constructive propaganda to this end will
be launched by THE MESSENGER.

THE BUFFALO CONVENTION OF THE
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR

THE convention of the American Federation of
Labor was called at Buffalo, New York, October
1oth, lasting two weeks, endmg October 24th 1917.

Within that time many significant things were ac- \
complished. '

Perhaps the most important and 51gn1ﬁcant
measure debated there was the political trend of /
the A. F. of L. The organization for the first t1me
officially recognized the impossibility of separating
industrial and political action in achieving the ob-
jects of unionism. This, indeed, is a happy change.
This will bring more into the open the dickering and -
bartering by the leaders of the A. F. of L. with
political bosses.

The organization showed considerable sanity in

- adopting a resolution, calling for the appointment

of Negro delegates to organize locals to affiliate
with the A. F. of L., a necessary but a belated move.
But the American Federation of Labor will always
be the object of pity and ridicule as long as it is led
by such reactionaries as, Samuel Gompers.

The old-guard was re-installed and nothing radi-
cally progressive can be said to have been accom-
plished in the convention. There was a shameless
attempt to disintegrate the United Hebrew Trades
and to cloture free-speech. Gompers was, as usual,
a tyrant.

THE CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION OF 1918

ONE of the most eventful, and, perhaps, most in-
portant elections in the history of this country
is the coming congressional election. In this elec-
tion the people by electing or defeating congress-
men will condemn or confirm the policies of the
present administration.

The one big issue of this campaign will be—pcace.
The other issues will be those immediately growing
out of the war—such as conscription, the high cost
of wheat, meat and heat; government ownership
of railroads, free spcech and a free press.

Every voter should examine the record of his
congressman to find out how he stood on the con-
scription law, his stand on an immediate, general,
permanent, durable and democratic peace; on gov-
ernment ownership of railroads, free speech, free
press, etc.

Whoever has been on the opposing side, or for
that matter, silent or absent, ought to and deserves
to be relegated to the sea of political oblivion.

Will we, like dumb driven cattle, vote political
wolves back into power? Today people are freez-
ing and starving; while committees are being
formed and resolutions passed to investigate condi-
tions to find out whether sugar and coal are high.
The only remedy for this condition is socialism;
the only congressmen who will apply the remedy
are socialists. What are you going to do?

&
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THE HANGING OF THE NEGRO SOLDIERS

The hanging of thirteen Negro soldiers for the
shooting up in Houston, Texas, a few months ago
marks the acme of national indiscretion, on the one
hand, and the triumph of Southern race prejudice,
on the other. THE MESSENGER is not prepared to
pass upon the guilt or innocence of the colored
men, but, for the sake of argument, we shall assume
their guilt. We shall next proceed to compare the
punishment of the Negro soldiers with other sol-
diers guilty of similar or greater offenses. And if we
find that the punishment of the black soldiers has
been harsher, sterner and more merciless than that
meted out to the other races, we shall seek to find
out what the cause of the difference was.

Briefly, to compare. On the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of
July in East St. Louis, white troops from Illinois,
in broad daylight, under the eyes of tens of thou-
sands of people, shot, wounded and killed over one
hundred Negroes without any rcasonable or ap-
parent provocation from the Negroes of East St.
Louis. It was the most disgraceful arld unabashed
exhibition of mob violence ever known in the United
States. Evidence against the soldiers was not cir-
cumstantial, but direct. It was also overwhelming
and abundant. Yet in spite of the brazen, unmiti-
gated contempt for the law, no white soldier was
even apprehended or tried.

Shortly after that Negro troops taunted by
abuses, insults and provoked by the worst race pre-
judice in the world—Southern race prejudice—were
alleged to have shot up the town of Houston, Texas,
killing a few people. The Negro soldiers were tried;
the verdict was withheld from the public; they were
denied the right of appeal, and in medieval fashion,
were hustled to the scaffold.

What, we ask, is there to account for this differ-
ence between justice to white troops from Illinois
and justice to Negro troops from Illinois? Both
mutinied in time of war. Both killed citizens. The
only answer would seem to be that there is one
law for the white man in this country and another
for the black man; that the Negro is called upon
invariably to defend rights for others, but which he
cannot enjoy; that bald, bare-faced race prejudice
was the moving spirit of the execution of some of
the bravest, most patriotic soldiers which the United
States has ever had.

This execution, one of the worst in history, of
men—most of them some of the bravest soldiers in
history—is not calculated to stimulate the very
low smoldering patriotism which is still left in
Negroes.

We wish also to call the attention of this country
to the bold misrepresentation of Negro leaders
about the Negro’s patriotism. Every ninety out of a
hundred Negroes felt before the execution that it
was very questionable whether they had any coun-
try to fight for. Since that execution, with large
and extensive tontact, we have not found a Negro
man or woman whose position is not either entirely
passively against the country, or certainly indiffer-
ent to its appeals.

Be not deceived. The law itself is unimportant.
The administration is what counts. Especially ob-
jectionable is all dark-lantern administration. To
deny men the right of appeal, to execute before
giving the public a chance to appeal for them—
merely because it was known that every self-

respecting Negro and large numbers of just, fair
and truly patriotic whites would have flooded the
White House with telegrams—is a piece of Star
Chamber proceedings and Inquisition reaction to-
ward which no harking back can ever be tolerated.
The men were denied a right of appeal granted to
the vilest criminal.

Tue MEesseNGger wonders whether the (Mr. X)
Colonel House, who publishes the “Harpoon,” a
slanderously Negro baiting, race hating magazine
in Houston, Texas, used his personal friendship
with President Wilson to prevent his considering
the appeal. And we wonder how the “me and jus-
tice” Teddy is thinking on the question. After all
Negroes will do well to remember that Theodore
Roosevelt started this thing and the South’s desire
to “go him one better” is the logical consequence of
the Brownsville starter.

-THE BOLSHEVIKI

HE Bolsheviki are in control of Russia at

present. They represent the extreme radicals—
not in the sense of being unreasonably extreme in
their demands, but in the sense of being unwilling
to take a half loaf when they are entitled to a
whole loaf. They have sounded the tocsin of
farewell, the death knell of half pay to the workers
of Russia. They demand that the land which the
workers till and mine with their toil shall be owned
and operated by the workers for the welfare of the
workers. They are uncompromising proponents of
peace, too. They see that the common people not
only give their lives in war but that it is they who
pay the taxes for carrying on the war while their
children must pay the burden of extensive pensions
after the war. And all for what? the Bolsheviki
ask. Simply to help certain capitalists maintain
and perpetuate their hold upon the world’s goods or
to satisfy the imperial whims of kings crowned or
uncrowned.

The leaders of the Bolsheviki are Lenine and
Trotsky, misrepresented here by the metropolitan
press as German agents. This, of course, is simply
a malicious libel uttered to discredit these rulers
of Russia, lest their teaching should awaken the
proletariat of the world to his power and his right
to a fair share of the world’s goods. Lenine and
Trotsky, however, are sagacious, statesmanlike and
comiageous leaders. They have a thorough under-
standing of the international situation. The ridicu-
lousness of the charge that they are German agents
can be shown by the Kaiser’s prohibition upon the
Russian aeroplanes dropping their literature among
the German armies. Even Lloyd George, with a
keener mind and a better grasp upon the interna-
tional situation than President Wilson, observes:
“A revolutionary Russia can never be anything but
a menace to autocratic Germany.”

The Russian people want a general, and not a
separate peace. Lenine and Trotsky are working
for this result. The Bolsheviki do not want to lose
their own revolution for 180 million people in order
to try to force revolution upon 66 million Germans.
They are calling, nevertheless, upon the people of
every country to follow the lead of Russia; to
throw off their exploiting rulers, to administer pub-
lic utilities for the public welfare, to disgorge the
exploiters and the profiteers.
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Misrepresentation, libel and slander may obstruct
the work of Lenine and Trotsky, but the Bolsheviki
of all countries are asking searching questions to-
day, and the train of the world’s third estate, now
shunted on its journey, is speeding safely to its
future heritage, so desperately clung to yet by the
“first estate” few.

THE THREE CLASS PRUSSIAN ELECTORAL
SYSTEM OF GERMANY AND THE THIR-
TEEN CLASS PRUSSIAN ELECTORAL

SYSTEM OF THE SOUTH

GERMANY is justly criticized for her three class
Prussian electoral system which we have gone
to war to remove. The Negro, however, labors under
a thirteen class Prussian electoral system in the
bourbon South of these United States. The Negro
has been called upon to help: carry, nay to drag,
democracy to Europe. He is fighting against the
German unfair political system. Yet a man’s vote
in Mississippi is worth thirteen times as much as a
vote in Kansas. This is due to counting the Negro,
but denying to him the vote. Not even a promise
to rectify this evil is heard here, while the Kaiser
and the junkers are just now submitting a fairly
good suffrage reform bill to the Prussian Diet.

Negro leaders should take note of this discrepancy
and when talking their inane and asinine stuff about
what war will do for the Negro, they might reflect
that not even a promise or a mediocre discussion
has yet reached the public of any intention to
change the Negro’s political status—one of the most
fundamental changes which must come if his rights
and privileges are to be accorded for participation
in the war.

What are Robert Russa Moton and Emmet Scott
doing about our thirteen class Prussian electoral
system? That is the question.

Pom——

THE PICKETS OF THE WHITE HOUSE

THE women suffrage pickets at Washington have
brought into the white light of publicity the scan-
dalous prison conditions which obtain in democratic
and civilized America. The testimony of the pickets
who were ruthlessly and inhumanly thrown into
prison for displaying banners with inscriptions
which challenged the democracy of America, reveals
Occocquan prison to be a dismal dungeon of dis-
ease, dirt and death. The conditions in Occocquan
under which the prisoners live are, indeed, repre-
hensible; but if the prisons of the South were
opened to view, the deadly festering, slimy vermin
of germs would cause the blood of shame to flush
the face of a sicilian pirate. Let us extend our
prison investigation.

The pickets also secured national advertisement
for the cause of woman suffrage. This of itself
is of tremendous value, because it starts discussion;
the fires through which the fundamental weapons
of liberty—free speech, free press and free assem-
blage—have been forged.

he field has been cleared for a woman suffrage
offensive. Victory is suré. And to the women who
have already won the vote; while you are driving
for national suffrage, drive also for cheap sugar,
cheap bread and cheap coal; thus it means that you
must drive for Socialism.

NEW YORK PRUSSIAN BOARD OF
EDUCATION

THE alleged disloyal high school teachers in New

York City have been on trial before their prose-
cutors for some weeks. The charges against them
are that they have been respectively neutral and
disinclined to reprove students who criticize the
President of the United States. It would seem that
all of those on trial have German names, which is
bad policy these days, too. They are Schneer,
Schmalhausen and Mufson. Such a stench! Why
try them at all? Not only are their names bad but
it seems that they led a fight against increasing the
hours of the school teachers’ day without increas-
ing their pay. That sounds like labor agitation,
which is not patriotic either.

The sub-committee which heard them first recom-
mended that the Board of Education dismiss them
at once without even an examination of the report.
But on that board happily is one man who has real
education, a thing rather scarce in the New York
Board of Education. Moreover, he is a lawyer who
has learned that the fundamental principles of
jurisprudence require a hearing before decision.
That man is Thomas W. Churchill, former president
of the same board. A postponement has been
granted in response to Mr. Churchill’s demands. We
have long been noticing this man who seems very
much like Liebnecht in Prussian circles. He is not
afraid to stand alone. Neither the voices of power,
the clamor of the mob nor the petty mental impot-
ency which hides behind its little “pro-German
barrack” have yet been able to intimidate him. With
one Liebnecht among the education (?) junkers in
New York, we truly have a Prussian Board of Edu-
cation.

THE

THE PEOPLE’S COUNCIL

The People’s Council is making a fight well worth
the serious attention of every true lover of real
liberty. It is a fight by methods which will achieve
the ends aimed at. The men at its head, Dr. Scott
Nearing, Louis P. Lochner and Miss Elizabeth
Freeman, are scholarly on the one hand, while their
sympathies are rightly directed on the other hand.
In attempting to keep alive the fire of liberty, to
safeguard labor standards during the war, to se-
cure a clear, definite statement of war aims, and to
secure an early, lasting, durable and democratic
peace—they are performing a service well worth
the support of all true patriots. It costs money to
maintain such an organization and to carry on its
work. We ask our readers to make the sacrifice to
help make the world really safe for democracy. Ad-
dress communications to the People’s Council, 138
West 13th Street, New York City.

The Messenger wishes to state that it is indebted
to the Toussaint Studio for its coverleaf of the No-
vember issue. The Toussaint Studio has the finest
collection of famous Negroes in the country and is
a real treasury of art.
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE AND THE MESSENGER
THE MESSENGER takes pardonable pride in

stating to the public that this publication was
the only one published by Negroes in New York
which supported woman suffrage. And the Inde-
pendent Political Council led by THE MESSENGER’S
editors—A. Philip Randolph and Chandler Owen—
was the only political organization, largely colored,
which supported woman suffrage. All the other
Negro publications either opposed it or ignored it,
thinking that the question of woman suffrage was
a minor consideration.

What is true of the Negro political organizations
and publications is very largely true of the white
publications and political organizations in New
York—except the Socialist publications and the
Socialist organizations. Al of the latter supported
and fought for woman suffrage.

The attitude of THE MESSENGER was not mere co-
incidence nor was it caused by the fact that THE
MEsseNGER supported the Socialist ticket. The Edi-
tors have supported woman suffrage by voice and
pen for the last eight years. Shall we congratulate
the women upon their newly, but justly and belat-
edly, attained rights? And if it be permissible, we
shall congratulate THE MESSENGER upon being in
the vanguard of progress and not of reaction with
the other Negro publications who fail to grasp the
big national and international moveinents and cur-
rents sweeping through the world.

THe MESSENGER fought to secure the vote for
the women. We shall fight hereafter to help them
make the most profitable and desirable use of that
same ballot.

We have given the women their weapons.

Forward now comrades for the greater victories
which lie ahead!

WAR TAXATION

Taxation is the method adopted by governments
for raising revenues for prosecuting the business of
government.

War today is considered as one of the big busi-
nesses of capitalistic countries, which, of course,
means of all the countries carrying on the war on a
large scale.

In order to carry on war, the government has
got to have war-material or money with which to
buy material; so that the government uses the
method of levying taxes for amassing the sinews
of war.

Today we are securing our revenue by taxing the
sending of a letter, by selling liberty bonds.

But the people cannot afford to pay more for
sending a letter nor can they afford to buy liberty
bonds with the wages they receive, while milk is
boosted above the bellies of babies and sugar shows
no sign of coming near the workingman’s coffee, to
;ay nothing about the absence of wheat, meat and

eat.

In short, you can not get from the people that
which they have not got.

Obviously, then, we must find some other solu-
tion for this perplexing problem.

The question here to determine is, who has the
money ?

Unquestionably the money resources of this coun-
try lie in the railroads, the coal, oil and iron mines,
the shipping and manufacturing industries, the mu-

nitions and clothing enterprises. Profits to the
amazing extent of $3,000,000,000 have been wrung
out of the blood and suffering, the death and de-
struction of this world war in 1916. Here, then, is
the point upon which the incidence of war-taxation
should fall. And in justice to the men who are
pouring out their blood upon the fields of Flanders
and, to those no less sacrificing souls, who are
caged in the death-dealing dungeons of our indus-
trial system, the government ought to conscript all
wealth over and above that required for the average
family to maintain its physical and mental efficiency.

The government ought also to conscript all in-
dustries producing commodities socially necessary
and it ought to close up all industries producing
social disutilities which simply minister to the
whims of the idle and parasitic rich.

Let us stop taxing the necessities and do the
sound and scientific thing and conscript wealth and
wealth-producing industries.

FREE SPEECH

THERE is a great deal of camouflage about free

speech these days. Those who wish to deprive
the people of this jeweled liberty continually draw
extreme illustrations. They point out that free
speech does not give the right to slander, libel or
unduly abuse one’s neighbor ; that it does not permit
one to conspire to murder, rape or commit arson.

In submitting these arguments, to which sane and
logical minds must concede, they seem to make the
mistake which they are trying to remove, in draw-
ing the extreme conclusion of the government’s
right to suppress any and all speech it desires to
check.

All that their illustrations prove is that there is no
absolute right of free speech; that the right is rela-
tive, and the government may reasonably restrain
free and unbridled speech for the public good. But
just as those unbalanced advocates of free speech
are wrong in wanting to say everything which they
desire, so the proponents of suppression are wrory
in thinking that the government has an absolute
right to suppress anything which it desires to sup-
press.

We admit that a line must be drawn somewhere.
We believe that the line must be drawn, too, more
scrupulously against government suppression than
against unbridled free speech.

To reason a bit: The government could not ac-
cede to individual philosophy about extreme free
speech to the extent of allowing open talk or publi-
cation concerning the sailing of transports, the lo-
cation of armies, the numbers situated here or
there. It could not permit opposition to enlistment
or to the carrying out of the draft law.

It can and should invite free speech and criticism,
however, on blunders made in the movement of
transports, the handling of armies, the sufficiency
or the insufficiency of numbers of men.

While free speech might be curtailed if it assumed
the nature of open opposition to the working of the
draft—such as advising men not to register or
respond to calls—the government cannot reasonably
or justly prevent free discussion as to the advis-.
ability of repealing the draft law, of changing its
provisions, and the like. Indeed that is the only
proper and orderly way to deal with situations upon
which men differ.
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At the ballot box we redress our wrongs, make
our protests, or express our approvals. To act in-
telligently we must be informed. To be informed
we must discuss,—talk and write freely, candidly,
frankly.

We must discuss the right or wrong, the advis-
ability or inadvisability of carrying on the war at
all and the desire or indesire for peace. After dis-
cussing “War or Not,” we must discuss what
methods should be employed in prosecuting the war
—volunteer enlistment or conscription. Most as-
suredly we must discuss the profiteers who coin the
blood of men, women and children into red dollars.
We must be less disturbed about unity and more
about right. We must see that there is no unity in
robbing the millions who are making the sacrifices.
We must arraign the government if it fails to do
the people’s will. At the elections we must dis-
charge those public servants who fail to serve the
people’s interests. We must continue to discuss
these things—not in the closet—but in the open.
In the Western Union Telegraph Co. vs. Kansas,
the United States Supreme Court held that although
the State could tax, it could not tax too much. We
maintain the same about the government with re-
spect to free speech. It can restrain, but it must
not restrain too much. There is a limit. Peoples
have been subjugated by the denial of free speech,
but no peoples have ever been subjugated by an
excess of free speech. Under no circumstances
must the people permit any unreasonable restraint
upon or denial of free speech. Speak on. Talk in
the open, write candidly, assemble peaceably, and
petition the government for a redress of grievances.
These are our constitutional rights. On this ques-
tion of free speech the government must stand up
and be counted. At this very moment a referendum
is being held before the high forum of American
public opinion to find out whether that part of the
constitution which grants free speech, free press
and peaceable assemblage shall yet remain a reality
or a discarded and vestygial relic.

KNITTING FOR THE SOLDIERS

KNITTING for the soldiers is a psychological

pastime. It is designed to foster the military
mind throughout the nation. It is useless to say
that not enough garments will be made by the
knitters to keep a regiment warm. But that is not
the object, it is like giving Xmas presents. ’Tis the
spirit that counts.

We simply call attention to this in order to remind
the public of the necessity of demanding that our
boys in camp and at the front be provided with
ample clothing through some reliable, scientific
and constructive plan, and not be thrown upon this
sentimental, inefficient and planless scheme of “knit-
ting for the soldiers” which is long in spirit but
short in substance.

NEGROES TO ORGANIZE TENANTS AND
CONSUMERS’ CO-OPERATIVE LEAGUE
NO class of people is so much exploited as Negro

tenants and Negro buyers. They are exploited

. as much by Negroes as they are by whites. Hence
: their only salvation lies in organizing themselves
' against their exploiters. It would be like looking
“for a needle in a haystack to try to find a Negro
leader with either the courage or the economic in-

formation to bring forth a single method of relief.
If we were to consult economic history, however,
we would find abundant precedents upon which to -
base a very concrete movement to solve this very
perplexing problem. Russia, Belgium, Germany,
France, England and Italy have tested the efficiency
of the co-operative principle both from the con-
sumers’ and the producers’ point of view. Thus
TaHE MESSENGER would recommend the organizing

. of a Tenants’ and Consumers’ League to meet and

settle the problem of high rents, on the one hand,
and high food, on the other. Some definite pro-
posals along this line will be presented at a Tenants’
and Consumers’ mass meeting by the editors of
TuHE MEsSSENGER and other scientific economists in
the near future.

GOVERNMENT SAL'ARIES AND ECONOMY

FROM all sides comes the cry “economy.” Of

course it mostly emanates from the higher ups.
The masses are enjoined to save. Food experts are
requisitioned to point out foods which will supply a
given number of calories without exhausting the
meager wage-fund of the workingman.

It is alleged that economy—that is, eating less
meat and wheat and using less heat, will win the
war. Therefore, one can get much respectability
and credit for being a high patriot by starving and
freezing during these troublous days.

This, however, is not necessary, in view of the
possibility of lopping off a part of the huge salaries,
earned by a large number of government officials,
who certainly are in favor of practicing economy
in order to win the war.

Any first-class chemist can point out the amount
of calories a certain part of salaries will procure;
as to their other necessary expenses, a decent and
reasonable allowance may be ascertained and given.
At the most, $2,500 are sufficient for a patriot (and
we would not dare to intimate that the govern-
ment is paying officials who are not patriots), who
is willing to practice that which he is preaching—
economy.

Now, then, this living basis of patriotic-war-win-
ning-economy will enable us, by beginning with the
President and en route, via the senators, congress-
men, the cabinet officers, supreme court judges, big-
fat appointment positions, such as, food adminis-
trator, coal administrator, collectors of the ports,
and elective officers, such as, governors, mayors,
etc., to mobilize a considerable war fund and no
one will suffer starvation or freeze from wheatless,
meatless and heatless days, either.

Let us see who will be the first one of the gov-
ernment officials who will show himself to be a real
patriot (not a })aper patriot, nor a preaching patriot
of the type of “let George do it”) but a regular
patriot, by recommending the adoption of this mea-
sure. This kind of economy will certainly silence
that “wilful” bunch of non-patriots, socialist, pro-
German and what not, who yapp about the “peepul,”
free-speech, free-press, profiteering, revolution,
peace and all such nonsense.

Our post-master general, alias “thought. con-
troller” is a non-union man who might cover himself
with glory, by starting the ball a-rolling, since it
comports with his philosophy.

Well, the war moves apace.
brand of economy.

Let us watch this
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THE SOCIALIST VICTORY

THE Socialist Party won a great victory in New

York City on the 6th of November. It elected
eleven assemblymen, seven aldermen and a city
court judge. Not only that, the Socialist Party
increased its vote 400 per cent.

The trend of socialism is nationwide. Such in-
creases took place all over the country. Chicago
polled 34 per cent. of the vote for the Socialist
Party, and the Democratic and Republican parties
~ there were saved from humiliating defeat only
through their combination or fusion against the
* Socialist Party. Similar successes were registered
in Ohio,—Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton, Toledo—
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

The New York Negroes gave 25 per cent. of their
. vote to the Socialists—a thing which gives the
Negro the greatest political respect and honor he
has ever attained. It stamps him as thinking and
not blindly following the eagle—the emblem of the
old hypocritical and lying Republican party.

Congratulations to the New Negro who votes the
Socialist ticket. We want 50 per cent. of the vote
next time.

ARMY EDUCATION AND WAGES

SINCE the masters of the country have despite the
peoples’ protest, fastened conscription upon its
manhood, the issue of justice to the soldiers arises.
In 1916 the profiteers of this country made
($3,000,000,000) three billions of dollars out of the
war. This vast sum would pay 2,500,000 soldiers
$1,200 a year.

One hundred dollars a month is but a bagatelle
for the young manhood of this country to request
for sacrificing home, ambitions, life, all, in the diz-
zing whirl-pool of blood and death. To ask this is
not to ask a favor. Besides, that which former gen-

erations solicited as a boon, the present generation
is demanding as a right. The mothers of sons, the
wives of husbands are entitled to more than the
maimed and mutilated bodies of their brave men
which will be mocking eye-sores in times of peace.

The government ought also to introduce into the
army and navy a thorough compulsory educational
system, teaching men English, elementary physics,
geography, chemistry, United States’ history, civ-
ics, elements of economics and some technical
trade. It should not, by any means, permit the
study of the Bible in the army or navy. The atten-
tion of soldiers and sailors must be directed to the
only thing which constitutes civilization, viz.; the
organization and utilization of the materials and
forces of nature. The adoption of these measures
would show a sound understanding of social forces
and a capacity for constructive statesmanship. The
ignorance of the men in the army and navy today
is shameful and appalling. Men have been and are
being recruited who can not read nor write; and vet
we are going to “make the world safe for democ-
racy.” There can never be any true democracy so
long as ignorance and superstition are rife and
rampant.

Democracy can only be brought about by a diffu-
sion of a knowledge of the instruments of democ-
racy. The civilization of a country is in direct ratio
to the diffusion of knowledge in that country—the
knowledge which gives one a clear perception of
the relations which exist between material things,

-of the relations which exist between human beings

and of the relations which exist between things and
men.

The dangers of society, such as war, and industrial
and political slavery, can only be seén from the
watch-tower of the human intellect. Give our boys
$100 a month and a thorough fundamental educa-
tion together with knowledge of a technical trade.

Economics and Politics

WAR SHOUTERS AND WAR
CONTRACTS

By Dr. Scort NEARING

To the Editor of the New York
Times:

I tried in my last letter, to show
that the American business inter-
ests had used the war in Europe
as an occasion for making money.
They talked about “supporting
the Allies for principle and hu-
manity” but when it came to sell-
ing them steel and shoe leather,
the American business interests
made about a billion a year in
excess, or “war” profits.

Now, to carry the argument one

step farther, I accuse the Ameri-
can business interests of making
profits out of the United States
government since this country en-
tered the war.

The same profiteers who took
every occasion to enrich them-
selves while the Allies were strug-
gling through the most critical
plans of the war, have used Amer-
ica’s entrance into the war as an
occasion for making of more
blood-dollars. In short, the
American business interests have
treated their own country as they
treated England and France, and
as they would have treated Ger-
many and Austria if opportunity

offered—they have made what
money they could out of her.

How shall I say it, so that no
one will ever misunderstand it
again? The profiteers are profit-
eers. A dollar is a dollar, and
one man’s dollar is as good as the
next. That is why the American
business interests are making bil-
lions of blood-dollars out of their
own country’s participation in the
war.

Let me cite a few illustrations.
Steel is one of the chief items in
war. If the United States Steel
Corporation wished to do so, it
could supply the United States
Government at $25 to $30 a ton
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and pay every charge on its busi-
ness, including interest and divi-
dend. The United States Steel
Corporation is actually getting
$58 a ton. The big copper min-
ing companies could sell copper
to the United States Government
at 8 cents to 10 cents a pound and
make a profit. The price to Uncle
Sam is 3215 cents. The soft coal
operators could sell coal profitably
to the government at $1. They
are getting $2.

So I might go on citing the
prices which the government is
paying for shoes, for blankets, for
tenting, for sugar, for flour. In
every case the business men who
are supplying their things to the
government are doing it at an im-
mense profit to themselves.

I accuse the American business
interests of making profits out of
the United States Government
since the country entered the war
—huge scandalous profits—profits
that would be impossible in peace;
profits that can be made only dur-
ing periods of crisis, profits for
profiteers whose country is a dol-
lar mark and whose god is gold.

Oh, yes, I have heard you busi-
ness men during the past three
years, shouting patriotism from
the house-tops. You stood up
when the Star-Spangled Banner
was sung, and saluted the flag
when it was unfurled. During the
ghastly month of May, 1917, you
helped to pass the “Selective Serv-
ice Act,” under which other men’s
sons have been chosen to go into
the trenches. You asked these
boys for a mere pittance—less
than a subsistence wage—to break
their family ties, leave their jobs,
and risk their lives in the name of
Patriotism. Then you went to
Washington, thousands of you,
and jockeyed for army contracts.
Why? Because of your patriot-
ism? Let the rate of profit stand
as an answer!

I know that tens of thousands
of the men at the front are real
patriots. They gladly offer them-
selves and all that they have in
the cause of their country. But
I also know that every pair of
shoes that protect their feet and
every yard of duck that shelters
their heads is marked with the
dollar-sign of your profits. I also
know that their blood-soaked
shirts and their hospital cots have
not escaped the tentacles of your
profit-lust. They are there to give
all they have—you are here to
make all you can. Profiteers!
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You speak so much about pa-
triotism. Hawve you any idea what
patriotism means? Patriotism means
loyalty, devotion and the uttermost
self-sacrifice.  Patriotism is built
out of love and service to national
ideals and to fellowmen.

You shouted patriotism like
high-school boys. You declared
your undying loyalty to your
country and then you took money
for making the things without
which our country could not, as
you believed, survive.

Patriots? Book-makers! Prof-
iteers! Stealing dead men’s shoes
and selling them for money.

Profiteers! Profiteers! Digging
gold out of ground that is soaked
with the blood of other men—
Profiteers!

(Signed) Scott Nearing.

c0:

THE POLITICAL CRISIS
AMONG NEGROES

The Negro has reached a politi-
cal crisis. It is no surprise to po-
litical scientists, for we knew it
would surely come. The war,
however, which has made great
upheavals, has hastened it.

¢ For the last three or four de-
cades there has been no definite
fight between the Republican and
Democratic parties, except the de-
sire for office and patronage. Prin-
ciple has been wanting in every
party of the county but the So-
cialist party.

The Negro, nevertheless, blind-
ly followed the hypocritical, cyni-
cal and lying Republican party.
This periodical fight at election
times was only a fiasco, but it
made the Negro believe that there
was some real fight. And sad
though the comment may be, he

and his leaders really thought that,

the issue between the Republican
and Democratic parties was that
the Democrats were against the
Negro and the Republican party

~was for the Negro. Never did the -
Negro leaders dream that the big

economic issues of tariff protec-
tion and free trade, gold standard
and monopoly were in point.
The trend toward combination
of the Republican and Democratic
parties has proceeded steadily,
surely, inevitably, for more than
forty years. The first hatchet
buried was the Negro question.
President Hayes agreed that the
South could best handle her own

problems and “hands off” was
adopted by the North and West..
Ku Klux Klanism sprang up and
swept over the South. The tissue
ballot and the shotgun intimidat-
ed Negro Republican voters, while
the North was silent. Disfran-
chisement, the Black Code and
Grandfather clauses were adopted
by the Democratic party while the
Republican Supreme Court, Con-
gresses and Presidents winked.
The Sumner Civil Rights law was
declared unconstitutional by the
Republican Supreme Court at the
request of the Democratic party.
Jim Crow cars, introduced by the
Democratic party, were kept up
by the Republican Supreme Court.
Lynch law flourished under Mc-
Kinley, Cleveland, Roosevelt and
Taft —even more than wunder
Woodrow Wilson. The South,
under the Democratic party, was
peculiarly its home. But crime
knows no state or border line and
later we see lynching creep into
the Republican North and West.
We see the Atlanta riot under
Roosevelt withhis big stick locked
up in the closet. The clock barely
ticks, and we see Springfield, Illi-
nois, deluge the Republican resi-
dential state of Abraham Lincoln
with an unspeakable riot. Again,
Springfield riots under Republican
Taft. It is all Republican play-
ing the Democratic football game
with Negroes as the footballs.
Later on Republican Pennsylva-
nia, by way of Coatesville, intro-
duces the lynching sport. Repub-
licans still competing in the Dem-
ocratic game. A Federal law
against lynching is called for. Up
goes the protest—it is an invasion
of states’ rights. Republicans
agree with Democrats that the ar-
gument is sound and into the
waste basket goes the law.

The hatchet over Negroes is
buried, but big business of the Re-
publican North and West cannot

‘ come to terms with the Democra-

tic South. A way out is found.
Northern and Western Republi-
cans invest in the Southern Dem-
ocratic mines of Alabama, in lum-
ber regions, in factories and mills.
The lines fade away. The ULly
white Republican party is formed.
Roosevelt forms the Southern
lily white Progressive party and
the Northern and Western white,
black and tan Progressive party.

Then comes the period of fusion
and trading. The Progressive
party combines with the Demo-



cratic party to defeat the Republi-
can. The Progressive party fails
for lack of principle and sneaks
back into the Republican party.

In the meantime war comes.
The country is for peace. Discon-
tent rages. The Socialist party—
the only party of principle — op-
poses the useless sacrifice of blood
and the hog-fat profits which the
profiteers are coining out of the
sufferings of the people. Excep-
tional growth is threatened and
manifested in the radical Socialist
ranks. The old parties fear, and
fusion between them takes place.
In Chicago, the Republican and
Democratic parties in the recent
election fused on all offices against
the Socialists. In New York, the
Republicans led by Hughes, Root,
Roosevelt and Taft, fused on the
Negro - baiting Democrat, John
Purroy Mitchel, for Mayor, and
Robert Adamson, Democrat from
Georgia, for President of the New
York City Board of Aldermen.
No kind of combination detrimen-
tal to the Negro daunted them in
the least.

Daniel Roper of Minnesota, Na-
tional Democratic Committeeman,
has now been appointed to con-

fer with the Republican party,

about permanent fusion to beat
the Socialists.

The traditional enemies of the
Negro—the Democrats and the
hypocritical ‘‘stiletto-up-the-
sleeve” enemies of the Negro, the
Republicans—have made common
cause. It is now up to the Negro
to choose wisely whether he will
support the fusion combination
which has buried the hatchet so
far as the Negro’s interests are
concerned, or whether he will sup-
port the Socialist party which has
always been true to its trust and
which has helped the Negro in
many fights throughout every
country, notwithstanding the fact
that there was not a handful of
Negro Socialists in the world.

In the recent mayoralty fight
in New York the Socialist party
carried nearly 25 per cent. of the
Negro vote. Next year there will
be able colored men on the ticket
and it will be difficult to prevent
the ticket from receiving about 75
per cent. of the Negro vote.

The Negro voter is now con-
fronted with a big question. He
must discard his discredited,
venal, mercenary and ignorant
Negro leaders—whether preach-
ers, politicians or editors. He
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must choose between a Democra-
tic-Republican fusion of hypo-
crites or open enemies, and the
great Socialist party, which has
always been the champion of the

-oppressed of all races and people.

The Negro voter must “choose
this day whom he will serve” in
the political life of the United
States.

THE EDITORS.
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THE NEGRO BUSINESS MAN
By Asa PHiLip RANDOLPH -+

The Negro business man is the
subject of endless discussions
among the intelligent and igno-
rant alike. If one were to sit in
the various barber shops, go to the
literary organizations, tarry a
while in the average Negro home,
he would hear many varied, in-
teresting, and, too, amusing ob-
servations made on the reasons
why colored businesses fail and
why colored people do not patro-
nize their own. There are those
who will contend that the lack
of capital is the dominant reason;
others will maintain that the lack
of education is the controling rea-
son, and others will aver that the
sole and immediate reason is the
absence of race unity. In com-
mon parlance: the colored people
won't stick together. Like crabs
in a bag, one is always pulling the
other one down. The Negro busi-
ness men say, that the spirit of
the Negro consumer is summed
up in this: “If I can’t climb, you
won’t climb.” The masses of the
colored people hold, that when
they help one up, he refuses to
help others up and that he does
not given them their money’s
worth.

Here, then, are shadows of two
schools of thinking on the busi-
ness successes and failures of col-
ored men. But let us analyze
them and see whether either of
them will bear a close and critical
examination.

First, as to the lack of capital.
That colored men desirous of en-
tering business are handicapped
by the absence of capital, is true.
His lack of capital and inability to
secure sufficient credit, often times
prevent his even entering busi-
ness as well as prevent his con-
tinuing after he begins. Of course,
there are white men, also, who
have no capital with which to be-
gin business, but who can secure
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credit on single paper, unsubstan-
tiated with collateral of any kind
save character and managerial
ability.

The lack of capital, then, is a
contributing cause, but under-
stand me, not a complete and final
one; because that which is cited
as a cause of certain phenomena
under a given set of circumstances
and fails to produce such phe-
nomena whenever similar circum-

stances are present, cannot logic- -

ally be set up as the cause. For
instance, white men who lack -
capital secure credit on entrepre-
ncurial ability. Hence the lack of
capital cannot be cited as the rea-
son for Negro business failures.
The capital of a country is con-
troled by its banking institutions
which lend money under various
elastic conditions. This capital
consists of the money of the va-
rious depositors. In a given com-
munity colored people may be the
main depositors, in other words,
may own sufficient capital and yet
not be able to develop businesses
on account of the absence of busi-
ness sense in any of the depositors
or of any member in the commu-
nity whose character and ability
would justify a bank extending
him a loan. A bank will not lend
a man money with which to enter
business because he is a white
man, but because he either has
valid and sufficient securities or
else has managerial ability. The
capital of Negroes in this country
is enormous, but is not properly
assembled, consequently, when
the average colored man attempts
to do business hé is confronted
with the absence of money—capi-
tal or the purchasing power with
which to secure capital goods in
which he proposes to deal. Capi-
tal simply means goods or money
produced in the past used to pro-
duce more goods or money in the
future. That the average busi-
ness man, Negro, Gentile nor Jew
possesses. The biggest busi-
nesses in this counrty were subsi-
dized by loans from the govern-
ment—the railroads. The very
underlying principle in modern
business is credit.

This is what Negro business
men lack and what they, as yet,
don’t know how to get, the proc-
esses being subtle, subtile and
sinuous, open and known only to
the trained man.

Now, as to our second proposi-
tion: The lack of education busi-
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ness training. This reason for
business failures is only advanced
by the hypercritical. It, alone,
will stand a searching, scientific
examination. Every big business
failure of Negroes in the country
may be cited in proof of the charge
that the Negro lacks business
training. He has not understood
the importance of bookkeeping,
the executive and administrative
phases of a business, the produc-
ing and commercial divisions, the
principle of the division of labor,
the value of large scale buying,
the value and function of adver-
tising and how logically and ad-
vantageously to coordinate and
organize labor and capital. The
main principle of business he has
missed, namely, combination. He
has not appreciated the fact that,
when two businesses consolidate
and buy for the same branches
through one, that goods can be
bought at a cheaper price which
enables the aforenamed branches
to sell cheaper, thereby, forcing
their competitor out of the field.
This is the principle of monopoly.
Monopoly does not only mean
selling all of a certain commodity,
but the selling of such a large
part as to enable one to regulate
the price of that commodity.

In this country, all big business
is carried on through the chained
store system. One staff of men
buy for all, one staff advertises
for all, one salesman sells fo1
all. The isolated, individual busi-
ness man has no place in the pres-
ent order of things. Colored nor
white can withstand the onward
march of corporate capital, cen-
tralized management and direc-
tion in the hands of business ex-
perts—specialists.

Our third and last question is,
the lack of race unity. By this is
meant the Negroes’ disinclination
to patronize his own. Colored
business men often make this do
duty for business intelligence.
When ever one fails, he laments
and bewails the lack of race unity.
Now, let us see about this.

How do these weeping business
willows reconcile this with the
fact that Negroes unite in frater-
nal organizations? What about
the churches? Are they proof to
the contrarywise? And, now, for
the hardest blow of all; what
about those Negro business men
doing a successful business? They
have business merit. Is this not
sufficient to inter forever that
aged and ageing excuse for busi-
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ness incompetency, race disloyal-
ty? The facts and logic of the
question are simply : That the col-
ored business man has depended
too exclusively upon the backbone
of race loyalty and not enough
upon training, knowledge. He
forgets that a Negro consumer
does not buy the business man’s
color. He cannot consume that.

If he wants eggs, he will buy
those eggs where he can get them
the cheapest, assuming, of course,
that the quality is the same. Thus,
the business man who buys the
largest quantities and has the best
training is able to sell them the
cheapest and will invariably get
the patronage. Shades of the
broken backbone of race loyalty!

In business economics, we rec-
ognize the principle of place
utility. For instance, common
carriers produce this social utility.
If a colored person can get the
same thing from a white store that
would cost him a nickle in car
fare, or cost him the inconvenience
and time of walking three or four
blocks, to a colored business, he
will nine times out of ten, secure
that thing from a white business

man’s store. Race loyalty oper-,

ates very infrequently and unre-
liably in the business world.
Every one is seeking for gain and
it can be pretty nearly depended
upon, that every one, white and
black, will move in the direction
where he will receive the greatest
gain.

And this is as it should be.
What, for instance would you say
to that kind of race loyalty which,
for the sake of a hundred thou-
sand, let us say, of Negro business
men, imposed higher prices for
goods upon the other nine million
Negro consumers, than they
would be compelled to pay for a
white business man’s store? This
certainly, would be doing violence
to the human principle of the
greatest good to the greatest num-
ber. This, indeed, would be a so-
cial crime, a travesty upon jus-
tice and good sense. In other
words, the rankest and worst
kind of race disloyalty. Of
course, my doctrine is the great-
est good to all.

Hence, cheapness of the goods,
convenience of location and man-
agerial ability determine what
business man shall survive,
whether he be white or black. I
would not give a picayune for all
of the race loyalists together who

counsel, “patronize the Negro
business man, right or wrong,
cheap or high.” If you follow
them closely, you will see them,
ever and anon, sneak into the
place, the most convenient and
where they get what they want at
the cheapest prices.

Preachers, editors and business
men need to know and to explain
these principles. The Negro busi-

ness man, however, will succeed

because he will, ere long, get
training.

HOOVER AND GARFIELD

Messrs. Hoover, erstwhile food
administrator, and Garfield, erst-
while coal administrator, are in a
sharp dispute over whose com-
modity shall have priority of
shipment. Shall the railroads
carry food or coal first? That is
the issue.

While we don’t want to dis-
turb these “big administrative
bugs” lest they decide to cut off
our own food and coal, we would
respectfully suggest that the us-
ual method be adopted of carry-
ing along the food and coal to-
gether; some coal cars and some
food cars with coal and food in
them.

The matter is more serious than
it would seem. Two necessities,
absolute essentials, have been

- seized by the war psychology and

while the people are fighting,
food and coal have entered a
pitched battle. Food summarily
says to Coal: “Shall the people
starve to death?” To which Coal
impertinently replies: “Shall the
people freeze to death or die from
uncooked food?”

It is like two physicians asking:
“Shall we cut out the man’s lungs
or his heart.” Or like the bomb-
man asking: “Shall we withhold
the dynamite or the match for this
explosion?” Or like the railroad
engineer trying to decide shall we
cut out the trains or the tracks for
economy?

All of these cases deal with es-
sentials, the deprivation of either
of which is destructive of the very
end aimed at. But Messrs. Gar-
field and Hoover may press for a
decision on this question:
“Which first—food or fuel?” No
cocksure answer can be given be-
cause the decision must be rela-
tive. The normal answer would



be inclined toward food, but we
believe a man can do longer with-
out food than without heat at this
time of the year, notwithstanding
the heat created by such foods as
he can get. Still there are varia-
tions, for one man’s condition
may demand the one first and an-
other man’s the other first.

At any rate the matter is too
fraught with bigness and conse-
quence for the food and fuel ad-
ministrators, respectively, to en-
gage in a pitched battle over
which commodity shall be gotten
to the people first, when as the
old philosopher aptly said: “Both
are preferable.”

The MEessENGER favors neither
starving nor freezing the people.
Send the food right along to them.
And if Mr. Garfield as a measure
of time economy should insist on
sending coal first in order that the
fire may be made ready to cook
the food when it comes, then send
the coal first! But should Mr.
Hoover maintain that the fire can
be built while the potatoes are
being peeled and the food being
prepared for cooking, send the
food on first. We know how pa-
tient the “deer peepul” are, and
it makes little difference which
comes first—food or fuel—so long
as the one does not tag along too
far behind the other.

We do not charge anything for
these suggestions, Messrs. Hoov-
er and Garfield. But we shudder
with fear of the spectre of starva-
tion and we shiver with lurid im-
aginations of the ghost of cold
stalking into American homes if
Food and Fuel should forget
America First, only to substitute
therefor their own little, petty
slogans of : “Food First” or “Fuel
First.”

Feed the people and keep them
warm at the same time. That is
the only way out. It will be a
very bad policy to feed them and
freeze them today, or to warm
them and starve them to morrow.
And this would be the inevitable
consequence of these “Me and
Mine First” policies of Hoover
and Garfield.

One says, “If you feed the peo-
ple you may freeze them.” The
other says, “If you warm the peo-
ple you may starve them.” In
our next issue, we will give a
year’s subscription to the person
writing the best article on:
“Which do I prefer—To Freeze
or Starve?”’
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fundamental differences in eco-

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP\ /nomic position.

OF RAILROADS v
By A. PuiLip RanpoLPH

Our planless and wasteful sys-
tem of government; our helpless
economic débacle; our political
and intellectual distress, are a
challenge for a radical revision of
our economic, political and educa-
tional policy.

With our inexhaustible food
supply, we are unable to feed the
nation; and the gaunt spectre of
starvation stalks abroad in the
land to disenchant, to disillusion
the over-credulous.

Despite our amazing national
treasure of wealth of over $240,-
000,000,000 ; we flood the country
with liberty bonds of wonderful
future value; tax the postagz of
the poor and with characteristic
national political debility and con-
fusion, preach the doctrine of “re-
trenchment.”

With the most extensive rail-
way system in the world; the
food and fuel of the land which
flow through these arteries of
transportation reach no national
market on account of the utter
lack of any purposeful, scientific
arrangement of the passenger and
freight tonnage, the pooling of
terminal resources and labor
power.

This vast network of railways,
the most powerful engine of our
national well-being, lies virtually
prostrate and impotent; while in
this supreme hour of peril, we are
taxing the reservoir of other eco-
nomic, political and moral forces
to meet and to satisfy the na-
tions needs.

What is the cause of it all you
ask. )

Is it because we have not the
cabinet form of government
which centralizes power and re-
sponsibility? Is 1t because we
have no Kaiser which typifies
unity and insures a greater con-
tinuity of policy? Or is it be-
cause of the insinuating, sinister
and subtle forces of pro-Ger-
manism, Socialism and I. W. W.
sabotage that the nation is un-
able to assemble its powers in
this patriotic offensive to “make
the world safe for democracy”?

Indeed, men of all types and
shades of thinking, will present
radical differences of opinions on
this matter. The fundamental
differences in opinion will not, in-
frequently, correspond to the

A scientific examination of our
present economic system will
reveal that the cause of our
present national weakness lies in
implicit and abiding reliance on
the efficacy of our national, eco-
nomic vermiform appendix—the
“laissez-faire” doctrine, our “let
alone” policy.

And, although over three-
fourths of the countries of the
world either own and operate all
or some of their railways, we
permit a few senile individuals,
like conscienceless highwaymen,
to take toll off the common citi-
zen and to accumulate such colos-
sal fortunes as to menace the free
institutions of democracy, by co-
ercing or intimidating public
opinion.

Moreover, the railroads have
more than a domestic or national
significance.

The advent of the steel and iron

age wrought a significant change

in political theory. The Manches-
terian - textile - politico - economic
philosophy was replaced by the
Birmingham-iron and steel-im-
perialistic philosophy. Countries
shifted from producers of con-
sumers’ goods to producers of
producers’ goods. In short, hats
and shoes gave way to rails and
steel cars.

Formerly, the several countries
competed with each other in sell-
ing natives trousers in the same
territory; German merchants
could offer their wares in British
South Africa; English merchants
could sell their wares in German
South-west Africa.

But when King Steel strode
into the undeveloped fields of the
world; bribed and intimidated
petty kings of small principalities
into granting spheres of economic
influence and established rail-
ways with foreign capital, world
politics assumed a new aspect.

No longer was competition be-
tween two powerful countries in
the same territory tolerated. The
railways in Africa, India, China,
are a sine qua non to the develop-
ment of the oil, coal and iron
mines. The desire for exclusive
control in awarding franchises for
railroad building causes the va-
rious Western European powers
to seek political suzerainty over
the unexploited lands. The sharp
international rivalry which en-
sues, fosters, breeds and engen-
ders suspicions, jealousies and
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bitter antagonisms against each
other.

Thus, it is plain to one that,
one of the dominant and control-
ling factors, in the scheme of
world politics for creating wars, is
the extension of private capital in
foreign undeveloped fields, in the
form of railroads.

Great Britain’s line from the
Cape to Cairo and from Alexan-
dria to the Yang-tse Valley was
designed to offset and counter-
balance Russia’s Siberian railroad.

Germany’s Berlin to Bagdad
scheme to achieve pan-German-
ism was planned to neutralize
Great Britain’s Suez Canal route
to the treasures of the East.

The great world transition from
the machiavellian state to the
Chamberlain empire was piloted
and accentuated by the imposing
geniuses of imperial expansion
such as Clive, Warren Hastings,
Wellesley, Sir George Goldie and
Cecil Rhodes.
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Thus it is apparent that the
influence of the railroad reaches
beyond the confines of national
boundaries.

Government ownership of rail-
roads in both the home country
and the overseas possessions cer-
tainly would evade the interna-
tional pitfalls of frenzied, pri-
vate capital and consequently
serve as a most efficient motivat-
ing factor of world federation and
social improvement.

Government ownership and
democratic management of rail-
roads is an inevitable stage in our
historical evolution. It will come,
but enlightened social action will
accelerate it.

The demand for national effi-
ciency in world crises is insistent
and imperative. ’

Indeed, world politics have
entered a stage where grim, silent,
passionate forces are hurrying hu-
manity along, like leaves in a tor-
rent. But as the human will and

intellect have tamed the fierce
powers of lightning and the
storms, it will also master, organ-
ize and direct the tumultuous en-
ergies that are now stirring its
own deeper nature and breaking
in to the battle cry of destructive
action, conquest, expansion, glory
and might.

The challenge of today is, that
the government shall de-hydrate
our railroads, appraise their spe-
cific physical value and arrange
their transference from private in-
to government hands.

No group of railroad magnates
will voluntarily pool their profits
and losses. The genius of the
American public is on trial. Pri-
vate ownership has been before
the bar of public opinion and
found guilty. Historical evolu-
tion has decreed its fall.

Thus, the world aspect of gov-
ernment ownership of railroads is
no less far reaching and import-
ant than its national meaning.

Education and Literature

XMAS AND THE NEW YEAR

Other editors will greet you
with the hackneyed phrase: “A
Merry Xmas and a Happy New
Year to you.” Next year we may
be able to greet you so, but no
such irony this time. We expect
neither your Xmas to be merry
nor your New Year happy. We
expect this to be the saddest and
most miserable Xmas and New
Year which you will have ever

experienced. Some of you will
read these lines with empty
stomachs. Many of you will be

cold. Scant clothing will hug
your bodies. Your children will
be crying for milk and bread.
Many of you will look about the
hearth-side to find a vacant chair
—never again to be filled by the
loved one who has paid the last
sacrifice upon the altar of Mars.
The Xmas cake which once
graced your table will be lacking
for want of sugar, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the American
Sugar Refining Company in 1916
made a profit of sixty-three mil-

lion, five hundred thousand dol-
lars ($63,500,000). Your shoes
and your children’s will be re-
duced in quality and quantity,
even though the Central Leather
Company made a profit of $15,-
500,000 in 1916.

Our hearts, too, we believe, are
not unlike our readers’. In that
event your minds will be upon
the millions of men in the trenches
—the seven million dead, the fifty
million wounded—young men, the
very flower of youth, sent on their
journey of life armless, legless,
maimed and mutilated—veritable
stumps made out of what would
have been human oaks.

You see then why we cannot
repeat by rote the usual clatter,
“A Merry Xmas and a Happy
‘New Year.” But don’t think us
pessimists. Not at all. We were
never more hopeful of theNuture
in our lives, We regret that the
toiling millions will not learn ex-
cept through experience—O, so

costly I—but the lesson appears to

have been learned. We see the

dawn of a new day when the war
lords who have sent these millions
to their death and suffering will
be put down from their seats. We
behold the exaltation of the hum-
ble and the meek. We hear the
clock striking for the hour when
no more can the whims and ambi-
tions of kings and the desire for
profit of financiers, drive millions
of men to a grave unwelcomed and
unasked.

The wealth of this world is go-
ing to be surely and rapidly now
transferred to the wealth produc-
ers. Parasitism is crumbling. The
falling towers of capitalism’s Bab-
ylon are dashing to death the
system under which the expro-
priators have expropiiated the
people’s things by which they live.

We see no Utopia. We have
no dream. We are not obsessed
with any fancy. But the trend of
the times is so sure and definite
that the worst reactionaries are
warning of the next change in
human and in property rights.

Down the dark future we see



vistas rise. We see the Russian
peasants raise up a government
destined to achieve the social wel-
fare. We see them beset on all
sides by the agents of the passing
system of rottenness, corruption
and greed. We see the Socialists,
however, continually hold their
own. We see the great Socialist
party of Germany, of France, of
England and of Italy increase its
hold upon the public confidence,
and surely and swiftly growing in
power. We look, and they over-
throw reactionary cabinets. The
world’s discontent grows. Brave
men and brave women point the
way. They are lynched, murdered,
horsewhipped. ~ Their meetings
are broken up. And yet the hands
of the clock of progress move for-
ward. In America the Socialists
are sent to jail. They are calied
traitors and pro - Germans
throughout the country. But elec-
tion comes—and the party in-
creases its vote from 250 to 650
per cent.

We close our eyes. We listen.
What do we hear but the martial
tread of millions, marching not in
the armies of destruction, but in
the armies of progress.

We observe the world’s rob-
bers amazed and stupified as Zac-
cheus like they climb up a tree,
while the Christ-like army of
peace passes. They plan to leave
one country to go to another, but
wherever they go, the awakened
and awakening proletariat is glee-
fully shouting for the first time,
“A Merry Xmas and a Happy
New Year” the year round.

Don’t you see why we won't
greet you yet? We would have
nothing to say when Xmas really
came. Join our great radical army
to fight—not our brothers across
an imaginary border line—but to
make real democracy king of
kings and god of gods. Then
Xmas will be merry indeed, and
the new year will be truly happy.

THE EDITORS.

to:
PEACE
By CHANDLER OWEN

In his world-famous speech on
“Conciliation with the American
Colonies,” Burke said:

“The proposition is peace; not
peace thru the medium of war;
not peace thru the labyrinth of in-
tricate and endless negotiations.
It is peace sought in the spirit of
peace and laid in principles pure-
ly pacific.”
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Pcace sought in the spirit of
peace.  How aptly do those
words apply to the present situa-
tion! How often have they been
true in all the wars since that
great speech!  Especially true
are they today.

Lconomic interests have clashed
it is true. Commercial rivalry
has its eyes on the future. Trade,
commerce, spheres of influence,
buoy up the war-makers. But it
would be safe to say that the one
big compelling force which stands
in the way of peace is the vindic-
tiveness, the fear that others will
say that this party or that party
backed down, the dread of taunts
and jeers, the thought of being
considered as truckling. There
is no spirit of peace.

Nations talk glibly about their
desire to carry democracy here,
to establish liberty there, but no
evidence of such intention can be
established. On the contrary, all
i1s contradiction. America says
we will not make peace with the
present German government be-
cause its word cannot be trusted.
We will only talk with a people’s
government. But the insincerity
is established in the same breath
by a willingness to make terms
with the autocracy of Russia, but
an unwillingness to recognize the
people’s most democratic govern-
ment of Russia.

Lord Landsdowne writes a let-
ter advocating a peace upon rea-
sonably just lines, not from any
high motives, it is true, but with
a view to staving off the revolu-
tion in England which would en-
danger the property interests of
his class. It is in substance the
same as the “peace without vic-
tory” message of President Wil-
son, delivered January 22, 1916.
There is not a shadow of differ-
ence in it for he calls for peace
impliedly with the same German
government with which Wilson
called for “peace without victory”
on January 22, 1916. But Wilson
opposes such a peace now with
the German government that he
urged peace with two years ago.
What has changed? Why Amer-
ica’s entrance into the war has
made her a belligerent. Her feel-
ing has changed. Peace cannot
now be sought in the spirit of
peace, but only with vindictive-
ness, revenge, and hostility.

The other factor which stands
in the way of peace is the un-
willingness of any country to
take the other’s word. All is
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doubt and suspicion. Much has
been said about this in discussing
peace, but we have nowhere seen
any scientific discussion of the
recason. Yet the reason is cap-
able of very clear and definite
statement.

The United States says, we will
not trust the word of the present
German rulers. Their word will
be “a scrap of paper” whenever
it is to their interest to Dbreak
their promise. That is true. The
mere word of the German Kaiser
and his junkers will be kept so
long as it is to their advantage—
and no longer.

Yet it would be considered in-
vidious for us to suggest that
the same ‘is true of England,
France, the United States and
Italy. (We make these state-
ments simply as cool, dispassion-
ate sociologists and not as carp-
ing critics.) For instance, did not
Great Britain and France violate
the territorial and political in-
tegrity of Greece just as truly as
Germany did the same in Bel-
gium? And was not the same rea-
son—military necessity—advanced
in each case? Did not Japan
violate Chinese territorial integ-
rity in her attack upon Kiao
Chau? And was not the plea of
“military necessity” advanced in
justification? What pray, can we
say about Italy? Passing over
what we think of the right or
wrong of the position she as-
sumed, did she not clearly break
her word and her treaty. And
was it not advantage—territorial
advantage—which 1s simply one
of the ends of “military neces-
sity,” which dictated her broken
pledge?

This breaking of words is not
new.” All nations break their
words when they find it to their
interest to do so. There can be
no sound reason for any person’s
keeping his word except that it
is advantageous. Immediate ad-
vantage, however, cannot always
be considered. For instance, a
man will fulfil the terms of a hard
bargain very often because of the
greater advantage to him in the
future from being known as re-

liable. His credit is increased:
confidence is extended — which
pays.

Nations act upon the same
principle. They ask themselves
—Can we gain more by keeping
our word than we can by break-

(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 17)

ing it? Will the advantages de-
rived therefrom be greater than
the injustices sustained by blind-
ly following the abstract prin-
ciple of honesty?

Democracies act upon the very
same principle as the ruling
classes. Each one acts upon the
desire to secure advantage. But
their interests are different, and
this necessitates different action
—though upon the same principle
of advantage.

To illustrate: The Socialist
party believes (justly and cor-
rectly I think) that a Socialist
government would reduce to the
barest minimum, or abolish, wars.
Why? Those who would be in
control of the governments could
have nothing to gain by war, and
those whom the government
would then be representing could
have nothing to gain. Com-
mercial rivalry, spheres of in-
fluence, trade and commerce, 1n
short, profiteering, would not be
motivating factors. The people
cannot profit by a war. Why?
They have to give their life and
limb, pay heavy taxes, break up
their home relations, endure the
most indescribable suffering, and
transmit to posterity the huge
burden of pensions for the sol-
diers. The Socialists also point
to the fact that inasmuch as the
people would own and control
their own necessities and public
utilities, no one could profit from
ammunition, copper, coal, wool,
cotton, steel, iron, leather, sugar,
meat, potatoes and bread. And
if the government could be con-
ceived of as starting such a thing
aswar—such a government would
be immediately overthrown.

In opposing war, however, the
Socialists would be acting strictly
on the basis of advantage. But
the people would have no advan-
tage to derive from the war. That
is the only reason which makes
the words of the most demo-
cratic government most trust-
worthy. The spirit of peace
would be uppermost, because
peace would be most profitable to
the people and the government—
profitable from the point of view
of increasing the general health,
happiness and weltare of the na-
tion.

Much has been said about the
way in which the Socialists of
Germany, France, England and
Italy abandoned their peace prin-
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ciples when the war was declared.
An examination of the facts and
the social psychology, however,
reveals that the Socialists of
those countries have acted sound-
ly.

All of the Socialists, while see-
ing the defects of their countries,
believe that their own govern-
ments would be more kindly dis-
posed to them than the enemy
country’s government, because all
of the countries engaged are capi-
talistically controlled govern-
ments. It is easy to point super-
ficially at Scheidemann because
he supports his government’s war
measures, but what reason could
the majority Socialists of Ger-
many have for believing that
England and France would give
them better opportunities of life.
The philosophy of Liebnecht is
sound, but it is not just yet applic-
able in the capitalistic world.

Just as I agree with the peace
position of the majority Socialists
of Germany, I also agree with the
majority Socialists of France and
England. Why? The Socialists
of France and England do not
want the German government to
dominate them with their vindic-
tiveness, revenge and imperial-
ism. It has to be remembered
that the rule of all these countries
is capitalistic, that the govern-
ments of Germany, England and
France are not Socialist govern-
ments, and the objects of the vic-
tors are not to establish democ-
racy in the country of the van-
quished. How about the Ameri-
can Socialists? Are they sound
in not supporting the govern-
ment? Most assuredly. Ameri-
can territory was not violated.
The losses of ships and supplies
were incidental to the contest be-
tween belligerents. And just as
one might expect to be shot and
killed if he perambulated be-
tween the German and French
trenches while the soldiers were
in pitched battle, the same is true
of the scene of hostilities on sea.

The Socialist party of America
therefor asked its government
not to assume a position of ex-
treme danger, get hurt and begin
to fight. It also pointed out its
influence economically and from
a military viewpoint, asking that
as a powerful neutral the United
States should act as peace media-
tor and not help deluge the world
in blood. It wanted the Ameri-
can government to act while its
“spirit of peace” had not been de-

stroyed by the war-hate psychol-
ogy.

The spirit of peace must be the
factor to make a just peace and
one which is permanent and dur-
able. Abstract whims must go.
To say that Germany must with-
draw from France, Belgium, Italy
and Russia before peace negotia-
tions can begin is nonsense, be-
cause no country will trust an-
other’s word (and rightly) to the
extent of giving up a great mili-
tary advantage to talk terms
when that country’s ability to
talk terms as a powerful equal
will be greatly reduced because of
that very concession. It would
be quite as logical for Germany
to insist that Great Britain must
give up her German colonies,
evacuate Jerusalem and such
possessions as are not Britain's
before she (Germany) will talk
peace.

I think that peace will have to
be discussed during the fight just
as industrial captains and laborers
discuss, mediate and arbitrate
while the strike (industrial fight)
is still on.

The only reason for talking
terms of peace, anyway, is to se-
cure something by negotiation
instead of by war. The object is
to get certain things by agree-
ment and not to fight for them.

The lives of millions of men of
every race and color are at stake.
Civilization’s treasures are being
wrecked and destroyed. The hos-
tility, revenge and hatreds which
have been engendered will not
soon be cooled. The only hope of
to-morrow is the “spirit of peace”
which has not yet dwindled and
died out in the breasts of the
small band of brave men and wo-
men who place virtue above vin-
dictiveness, and brotherhood
above border lines. This little
band now dubbed pro-German,
traitors and disloyalists, will be
hailed by future generations as
the true patriots who kept the
Prometheon fire of civilization
burning through the dark ages of
the present world war, and helped
to scatter the star-dust of hope
across to-morrow’s skies. Those
who keep alive the “spirit of
peace” are the harbingers of the
“new to-morrow.” They are
heralds of the new international-
ism which makes “Peace on
earth good will toward men” a
fact as well as a profession.
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We Must Keep Our Free Press Agoing

An Excellent Opportunity is Given Every Radical and Real Lover of Liberty to Do This
by Attending the

Messenger
Festival and Mid-Winter Dance

Benefit

at MANHATTAN CASINO

155th Street and 8th Avenue

Friday Night, December 28th, 1917

Admission 50 cents Doors open at 8.15 p. m.

Music by the Manhattan Military Band

A Short But Fine Program Presenting a World Famous Artist,
Then “On With the Dance” Till Your Own Hour of Dawn.

Tue MESSENGER is the only scientific and
radical magazine in the world published by
Negroes. It is well written by able and
fearless scholars who have been educated
in the best universities in the world.

Note THE FoLLowING TESTIMONIALS

“Your last month’s issue was a splendid
”
product. James Waldo Fawcett.

“You both write clearly, forcefully, in
diction that is fine, and with ample knowl-
edge and grasp of your themes.”

Thomas W. Churchill, former Presi-
dent of the New York City Board
of Education.

The editors are A. Philip Randolph and
Chandler Owen, who successfully managed
the recent Socialist campaign among New
York’s negro voters, turning 25 per cent. of
the vote to the Socialist ticket.

Every Socialist who comes to THE MEs-
SENGER Dance is helping to turn 75 per
cent of the Negro vote to his ticket in the
next election.

Boxes Seating (8)

$5.00
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RAND SCHOOL
By F. A. BLossoM

A university where colored men
and women may receive a higher
education on a footing of genuine
equality with their white com-
rades is a rare phenomenon in
this “land of liberty,” and is not
likely to become less rare under
the new “deMOCKracy.” Such
an institution, however, exists
right here in New York, in the
heart of the greater city. It is
the Rand School of Social Sci-
ence, which has recently moved
into larger quarters in the new
People’s House at 7 East 15th
Street.

It will surprise no one familiar
with the spirit of true democracy
which is a cardinal principle of
Socialists to know that the school
is under Socialist control. Al-
though supported by many liber-
als and radicals of other stripes,
the real backing of the school and
the direction of its policies come
from members of the Socialist
party. By them the institution is
regarded as a vital part of their
organization, a training school
which turns out each year hun-
dreds of workers equipped to take
their part in the struggle against
an unjust and oppressive indus-
trial system.

Although no systematic at-
tempt has been made as yet to
recruit students among the col-
ored people of New York and
vicinity, they have from the first
been given to understand that
they would be heartily welcome
and many have taken advantage
of the opportunity. This year,
with the increase of public inter-
est in Socialism, the number of
colored students of the school has
likewise increased.

Most of these students being
obliged to work during the day,
attend the evening courses of-
fered by the school for the bene-
fit of the thousands of workers
who wish to employ profitably
what leisure they have outside of
working hours.

One of the colored men attend-
ing these evening courses is Frank
R. Crosswaith, of 2427 Seventh
Avenue, who is employed with the
wholesale clothing firm of Zee-
man and Grossman, 836 Broad-
way. He is taking a course in
“The Fundamentals of Social-
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ism” under Joshua Wanhope, the
well-known editorial writer for
the New York Call, and a course
in public speaking conducted by
August Claessens, recently elected
to the Assembly in the 17th As-
sembly District, Harlem.

Crosswaith, who was a United
States sailor for several years, is
a member of the Socialist party
and is taking the course of study
in order to fit himself for better
service in the movement. He is
a voracious reader and came into
radicalism through his study of
the writings of Tom Paine, Inger-
soll, Darwin and such leaders of
modern thought. He says that
what led him to Socialism was
the happy accident of seeing a
copy of the New York Cdll, of
which he has been a faithful read-
er ever since.

“I believe that in Socialism lies
the real emancipation of the col-
ored race,” says Crosswaith. “I
am anxious to help spread its mes-
sage among my people.”

Another colored student at the
Rand School is Louis Laurent,
who is likewise preparing himself
for the work of spreading the So-
cialist evangel. He comes from
Demerara, British Guiana.

Laurent bases his belief in So-
cialism on the fact that there are
two classes, the employed and the
employers, whose interests, under
the capitalist system, are diamet-
rically opposed and can be rec-
onciled only by the abolition of
the profit system and the substi-
tution of industrial democracy.

“I have enrolled at the Rand
School,” he says, “because it is
my earnest desire to fit myself to
go out into the world and carry
the call of Socialism to my race,
99 per cent. of whom belong to
the exploited class.”

A training class, the members
of which give all their time dur-
ing six months to intensive study
and training for effective service
in the Socialist and radical labor
movements, is one of the unique
features of the Rand School and
one of its greatest contributions
to the cause of industrial prog-
ress. Each year the school turns
out a group of young men and
women specially equipped to take
an active part in the struggle for
an overturn of the capitalist sys-
tem of exploitation. In many a
successful strike or labor agita-

tion, the leaders have owed their
skill to the practical knowledge
acquired in the training course of
the Rand School.

Among the students who are
taking this course of training at
present is Lovett Fort Whiteman
of 122 West 139th Street, already
well known as an active and in-
telligent w orker among the
younger members of the colored
race in this city.

Born in Dallas, Texas, twenty-
seven years ago, Whiteman stud-
ied at Tuskegee Institute and at
Fiske University, coming to New
York at the age of nineteen.

Whiteman, who is dramatic
editor of THE MESSENGER, has been
very successful as an amateur
actor. With Professor Edward
Wright, of the Boston School of
Oratory, he organized the Shake-
speare Negro Players and took a
part in their production of “Othel-
lo” before Sir Beerbohm Tree and
the British Ambassador, Cecil
Spring-Rice and at performances
in Philadelphia, Boston and other
Eastern cities in connection with
the Tercentenary Shakespearean
celebration.

In connection with the Social-
ist party, of which he is an active
member, Whiteman played an im-
portant part in the recent Hillquit
campaign among the colored peo-
ple of New York, speaking at
many public meetings and assist-
ing in the work of organizing the
colored voters.

Coming from a radical family,
Whiteman says he “stumbled on
Socialism” after years of search-
ing for a solution to the evils of
the present industrial system.

“Socialism,” he declares, “of-
fers the only lasting remedy for
the economic ills from which hu-
manity is suffering and which
weigh so heavily on the colored
race.”

These young colored men, who
are preparing to devote their lives
to “Socialist propaganda among
their own people, are destined to
render great service to humanity
in general. They are the van-
guard of what is certain to be a
large army of wideawake colored
men and women who, as the lib-
eral policy of the Rand School
becomes better known, will turn
to it for guidance in their work
for the permanent betterment of
their race.



THE FAILURE OF THE
NEGRO LEADERS -

By CHANDLER OWEN

The Negro leaders have failed.
It is hard to admit. Race-pride
revolts against it. But the rem-
edy lies in recognizing the condi-
tion and setting out to remedy it.

Negro leaders like Dr. W, E. B.
Du Bois, Kelly Miller, William
Pickens, Archibald Grimke, James
W. Johnson, Robert Russamoton,
Fred R. Moore, Wm. H. Lewis
and Chas. W. Anderson are a dis-
credit to Negroes and the laugh-
ing stock among whites.

We have no ill-feeling toward™
Many of them have
held out the best light (or the’

these men.

least poor) for the race during the
last ten or twenty years. We
have admired them and we rec-
ognize their full merit and worth.
We do not now impugn the mo-
tives of most of them. We im-
peach their methods. We do not
hold that reality actuates them.
But we bring against them the
worst indictment of the modern
world—ignorance—ignorance of
the methods by which to achieve
the ends aimed at.

Let us take Dr. Du Bois, for ex-
ample. He has done some good
work in stimulating the formation
of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People. He has persistently and
consistently stood for the aboli-
tion of disfranchisement, discrim-
ination and Jim Crowism. He
has fought to secure larger meas-
ure of support for institutions of
higher education and to increase
public and high school facilities
for Negroes. As a general prin-
ciple he has opposed segregation.
Lynch law he has condemned di-
rectly. He fortunately supported
woman suffrage though his reas-
ons therefor were not sound and
sufficient.

Still Dr. Du Bois has frequent-
ly urged the adoption of many
measures which defeat his very
purposes and aims. To illus-
trate: He opposes, we believe
sincerely, segregation. Yet he
was among the first to advocate
a Jim Crow training camp for
Negroes and he has been a repeat-
ed supporter of Jim Crow Y. M.
C. A’s. Some shadow of prac-
ticality might be urged in support
of the Y. M. C. A. measure as the
lesser of two evils, but the Jim
Crow camp is indefensible—mili-
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tary duty not being a benefit, but
a burden, shunned and rejected
from early history by those who
could escape from its hideous
clutches and its grim tentacles.

Lynch law, Dr. Du Bois con-
Aemns directly, but he has sel-
'dom, if ever, shown a grasp of its
true causes and the probable rem-
edy. One has not seen where the
Doctor ever recognized the neces-
sity of the Negroes getting into
labor unions in the South as a
means of eliminating the Negro
as a scab, allaying thereby the ill-
\feeling against him by the work-
ling white man, while at the same
e, limiting and controling the
‘supply of labqr, which would in-
‘crease the demarnd for labor both
&zhite and black. Moreover, this

ould be the strongest blow
which peonage could be dealt.

Instead, however, we see Dr.
Du Bois and all the other Negro
editors and leaders herald in big
headlines, “Negroes Break
Strike!” As though that were
something to exult in. And they
preach a gospel of hate of labor
unions in criminal ignorance of
the trend of the modern working
world, when they should be ex-
plaining to Negroes the necessity
of allying themselves with the
workers’ motive power and
weapon—the Labor Union and
the Strike. —

, Another evidence of the almost
criminal incompetence and cring-
ing compromise of the whole ar-
ray of Negro leaders named in the
beginning of this article is their
recent endeavor to raise funds for
the families of the colored men
conscripted into the Army and
Navy. A string of names of “so-
called big Negroes” have given

their endorsement and consent to

the scheme.

Now a very elementary examin-
ation will reveal the farce of at-
tempting to give any wholesome
and fundamental relief to those
families by the petty charitable
scheme which they have adopted.

There are approximately one
hundred thousand Negroes in the
army. The smallest amount
which might be considered as re-
lief to a family in these days
would be one dollar a day. One
dollar a day to 100,000 families
would be $100,000 per day or three
million dollars per month. The
impossibility of ever touching the
surface of this problem by any hit
and miss petty charity should
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have suggested itself to men like
Du Bois, Pickens, Kelly Miller
and James W. Johnson, who must
have had some study of element-
ary economics. And nothing
more plausible and sound could
be conceived of than that the
government should take the mat-
ter in hand and handle it efficient-
ly and scientifically. Yet not one
of these “big Negro leaders” dares
mention this either from ignor-
ance or from lack of courage.

Again, we hear Prof. Wm.
Pickens, Du Bois and Kelly Mil-
ler talking in superlative sureness
of how the Negroes’ participation
in this war will remove race prej-
udice. Since when has the sub-
ject race come out of a war with
1ts rights and privileges accorded
for such participation? Leaving
out the question of color entirely
where is the history to support
this spurious promise? Did not
the Negro fight in the Revolution-
ary War with Crispus Attucks
dying first (which is not import-
ant nor mateiial), and come out
to be a miserable chattel slave in
this country for nearly one hun-
dred years after? Did not the
Negro only incidentally secure
freedom from physical slavery in
the Civil War, only to have peon-
age fastened upon him almost im-
mediately thereafter, becoming
the victim of Ku Klux Klanism,
oppression and unspeakable cruel-
ty which were directly perpetrat-
ed by the South and condoned by
the North. Did not the Negro
take part in the Spanish-American
War only to be discharged with-
out honors and without a hearing
by the president who rose into
political prestige and power upon
their valor in that war? And
have not race prejudice and race
hate grown in this country since
18987 The same story must be
told of Ireland. She has always
helped England in her wars, but
she has remained under the feet
of the English oppressor for the
last eight hundred years.

Professor Du Bois, Kelly Miller
and William Pickens, this stuff
you are giving out is sheer “clap-
trap.” It is repelled by the mod-
ern Negro student of economics
and political science. It is offen-
sive and repulsive.

But when you are known to be
the leading Negro professors, it
makes us ashamed to consider
what men like Professor Charles
A. Beard, Scott Nearing, Over-
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By LOVETT FORT-WHITEMAN

“THE ETERNAL MAGDA-
LINE” MR. TOM BROWN’S
EXTERNALIZED DREAM

The play, “The Eternal Magda-
line” is an excellent American
product of the neo-romantic
school. Unlike the neo-romantic
plays of the Old World, the
dramatist chooses a naturalistic
theme, and upon that builds a
strangely beautiful and highly
artistic piece of social criticism.
He uncovers the snobbery, the
hypocrisy, the selfishness of the
prevailing Church, the bigotry of
our moral precepts, and the lie
upon which our socidl order is
supported. The dramatist does
not attempt a solution, but to the
spectator it is obvious that vice
and prostitution are the inherent
sores in our social order, that the
remedy lies not in patching up
and revamping, segregation, etc.,
but revolutionizing of our ground-
economic system.

The technique of “The Eternal
Magdaline” is not entirely new
- but quite uncommon of plays in
the dramatic category.

Miss Abbie Mitchell, playing
the title role showed a lack of
dramatic vision; there was not
that spiritualness in portrayal of
a character which in'its own na-
ture was intangible and unreal—
the shadowy creation of a fervid
dream. Her conception unques-
tionably was too realistic and ma-
terial; so much so that at the
concluding scenes of the produc-
tion, the audience was astonished
when it discovered that she had
only been a dream.

t0:
NATURALISM IN LITERA-
TURE

It is probably indisputable that
concomitant with military vic-
tory and conquest goes decadence

DRAMATIC EDITOR

in art and literature. This is
clearly brought out in the fact
that no literary movement has
originated in Germany since the
Franco-Prussian War. For more
than forty-five years Germany
has exclusively devoted her ener-
gies to achieving national unity
and building up a great empire.
With her it has been an age of
national will and effort.

The modern German drama
dates from about the year 1889,
in the tone of the naturalistic
drama. Naturalism in literature
begins in France with Emile Zola.

Herman Sudermann in Ger-
many caught its truth, and we
have “The Weavers,” probably
the greatest naturalistic drama
in the world’s literature.

Naturalism as expressed is
hardly more than a photograph
of some phase of human exist-
ence without comment from the
poet or author.

The patrons of the Lafayette
Theatre have been gratified with
an excellent sample of the natu-
ralistic school —“The Song of
Songs,” presented the week of
December 3rd. The presentation
was characterized by the finest
combination of artists who have
been seen on the Lafayette stage
for a long time.

Miss Abbie Mitchell as Lily
Kardos was superb and naturai;
a sincere and faithful expression
of those types of females who
through economic determinism
are forced to submerge their bet-
ter selves, who for physical sub-
sistence are led into the grim and
perverted channels of greed, un-
happiness, and misery.

The debonair Mr. Francis
Mores as Senator Daniel Calkins
displayed a pleasing conception
of a roue of high society. I doubt
if the histrionic abilities of Mr.
Mores have been fully recog-

nized by the management of the
Lafayette Theatre. This actor
possesses a peculiar innate refine-
ment that is especially most
marked when stimulated by the
urban tenor of the social drama.

Mr. Wm. Townsend’s art is al-
ways so delicate, so easy and real.
As Richard Laird his portrayal
was thorough and convincing.

As a whole the presentation
was good, and should encourage
both artists and management to
higher achievements.

O

“PLAYS SUGGESTED TO THE
LAFAYETTE THEATRE”

American Dramas

“Dessalines” and “Henri Chris-
topher,” two highly poetic dramas
by Mr. Eaton. The background
of these plays is historical; re-
flecting the heroic struggle of the
Negroes of Santo Domingo
against France for their independ-
ence. The plays are well written,
and superbly artistic in construc-
tion.

“The Faithful” and “The Trag-
edy of Nan,” by John Masefield.
The first named is a beautiful Jap-
anese tragedy. The dramaturgic
character of this play lends itself
readily to the economic sugges-
tive methods of presentation.

English Dramas

“The Big Drum,” “The Gay
Lord Quex,” “The Thunderbolt”
and “The Second Mrs. Tan-
queray,” by Sir Wing Pinero, the
greatest dramatist in the English-
speaking language. The last
named play marks the birth of the
modern British drama. Its tech-
nique is perfect, and has stood as
a model for all subsequent dra-
matists,

“Man and Superman,” “Andro-
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THE QUALITY
AMUSEMENT
CORPORATION

extends the Greetings of the Season
to the Patrons of the LAFAYETTE
THEATRE and wishes you all a
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a
HAPPY NEW YEAR.

For the week of December 24th,
the LAFAYETTE THEATRE
has secured one of the Greatest Sen-
sations that ever was produced:

‘The Servant
in the House’’

This play had a continuous run of
2 years at the SAVOY THEATRE,
New York, and has played hun-
dreds of private performances be-
fore Colleges, Seminaries, and Uni-
versities.

It was also presented at the White
House for the President of the
United States, who proclaimed it one
of the strongest sermons ever
preached.

It is a play which will appeal to
the masses as well as the classes and
should have a special appeal to the
Colored residents of the community
for whom it bears a message which
can only be understood and ap-
preciated when seen.

cles and The Lion,” ‘“Candida”
and “Arms and The Man,” by G.
Bernard Shaw. Mr. Bernard
Shaw doubtless is the best known
of all English dramatists.

“The Mob,” “The Fugitive,”
“Justice,” by John Galsworthy.

Irish Dramas

“The Glittering Gates,” “The
Golden Doom,” “The Tents of the
Arabs,” by Lord Dunsany.

“The Unicorn From the Stars,”
by Lady Gregory.

“Riders of the Sea ?” “The Play-
boy of the Western World,” by
John M. Synge. The first named
play is regarded by many critics
to be the greatest one-act play
the world.

“The Land of Heart’s Desire”
and “Where There Is Nothing,”
by William Butler Yeats. The
latter two named playwrights
represent the foremost in Ireland.

French Dramas

“The Red Robe” and “Matern-
ity,” by Eugene Brieux. The first
named play is probably the great-
est in modern French dramatic
literature, and by a dramatist who
is indisputably recognized as the
greatest in France of today.

A dramatized version of the
celebrated novel, “Thais” of An-
atole France.

“Cyrano de Bergerac,” by Ed-
mond Rostand.

“The Thief,” by Henry Bern-
stein.

Belgian Dramas
“Marie Magdaline,” “The Blue
Bird,” by Maur:ce Maeterlincke.
“The Cloister,” by Emile Ver-
haeren.

German Dramas

“The Joy of Living,” “Fires of
St. John,” “Magda,” and “The
Weavers,” by Herman Suder-
mann,

“Lonely Lives” and “The As-
sumption of Hannele,” by Ger-
hart Hauptmann.

—

Norwegian Dramas

“Ghosts,” “Hedda Gabler,” and
“Peer Gynt,” by Henri Ibsen.

Swedish Dramas
“The Creditor,” “Advent,”
“Fraulein Julie,” “Margxt " sub-
titled “La Femme du Chevalier
Bengt,” by August Strindberg.
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New Year Greeting and the Season’s Best Wishes

from

LEO FITZ NEARON

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
E. ELLIOTT RAWLINS

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Try the
LENOX DEPARTMENT STORE

537 Lenox Avenue, New York
N. W. Corner 137th Street

COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON TO ONE AND ALL

Christmas comes but once a year,
So don’t forget to stop in here.

MADAM VIOLA BOND
HEMSTITCHING, NOVELTIES, MILLINERY AND GOWNS

Also Manicuring. Excellent Service. Dressmakers Orders a Specialty
2295 Seventh Avenue, New York

COMPLIMENTS OF
THE HARLEM PHARMACY
J. W. HAMMER, Prop.

2081 MADISON AVENUE, Cor. 131st St.,, New York
THE DRUG STORE OF QUALITY

COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON
We Make It Easy for You to Enjoy a Happy Home
YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD AT THE

SILVER FURNITURE COMPANY
-5§25 Lenox Avenue, near 136th Street, New York

No Introduction Necessary

HAYNES
DINNER AND SOCIAL CLUB

Exquisite Service—Conservative, Homelike and

Refined
Nice Meal Among Nice People, Nicely Served

143 West 136th Street

v New York City
TEL. AUDUBON 8103
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Compliments of the Season

LOWENSTEIN'’S
PHARMACY
2297 Seventh Avenue New York

Harlem’s Up-to-Date Drug Store
Pure Drugs, Quick Service, Cut Prices
Phone 1246 Morningside

Buy Your New Shoes
New Year’s

Before

MORRIS SHOE CO.

7th Avenue & iz25th Street
New York

Compliments of the Season

Don'’t forget to call in while shop-
ping at the
Hosiery, Kimono and Silk
Underwear Shop

42 West 125th Street, bet. Lenox and
S5th Avenues

Compliments of the Season to One
and All '

Christmas comes but once a year,
So don’t forget to secure here,

Phonographs, records, sewing
machines

And parts of all makes of sewing
machines.

You will also find an established
printing

For names, social and business
matters at very short notice.

THE LIBERTY PHONO-
GRAPH COMPANY

48 West 135th Street New York

Compliments of the Season to
One and All

THE ODESSA

Builder of Hats

2221 Seventh Avenue New York
Next to ihe Lafayette Theatre

FEET

Painless Treatment of Corns, Bunions,
Ingrowing Nails and Other Ailments
of the feet

DR.WILLIAM ]J.CARTER
Chiropodist
Registered in the State of New York

and New Jersey
167 West 136th Street

New York
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Don’t forget to call on
L. GARFINKEL
Ladies and Gents’ Tailor

2 West 132nd Street New York

Compliments of the Season

D. ROSENBLOOM
The Tailor
2 West 134th Street New York
Cleaning, Pressing and Repairing

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
from
J. H. EDWARDS
The Tailor
123 W. 133rd St., New York
Pressing, Cleaning and Repairing
Suits Made to Order

Give Your Laundry to

The Favorite Laundry
1 W. 136th St, New York
High Grade Work, Excellent Service

Qur Motto Is to Please Our
Customers

CLARKE, The Tailor and

Cleaner

Ladies and Gents’ Garments
57 W. 137th St.,, near Lenox Ave.
New York

Back Again! Who?
The Tailor of the Better Kind
BENJAMIN SCHWARTZ

The Tailor
30 W. 137th St.
Good Workmanship “Nuff Sed”

Migs 1. B. Bamson

HUMAN HAIR GOODS PARLOR
SWITCHES AND PUFFS
MADE FROM

YOUR OWN COMBINGS
SHAMPOO AND SCALP TREATMENT
TRY MY HAIR WONDER. IT HAS NO EQUAL

42 W. 1361H St. NEW YORK

Compliments of the Season
A. ROBERTS
14 W. 136th St., New York
Ladies’ and Gents’ Tailor

Fancy Dry Cleaning, Dyeing and
Dressmaking

NEW YEAR GREETINGS

Max Lorkin, The Tailor

39 W. 139th St, New York

Good workmanship, excellent service
Ladies and Gents' suits made to order

THE MESSENGER

Who’s Who

Clemenceau

The tiger of French politics has
ascended to the premiership. His
one absorbing passion is, *“‘win
the war.” llis record in public
life, points to the high probability
of his disregarding the plaints of
the war-weary and the protest of
the radicals in pushing the war on
vigorously.

Clemenceau, like the men with
whom he counsels, will neces-
sarily reflect the wishes of his
capitalistic  over-lords. Then,
too, he is a strong proponent of
Delcass¢’s  anti-German  slogan,
“révauche.”

However, the pecople are not
looking to great leaders any
more; they are looking to the
genius of class consciousness.

Miss Carrie Chapman Catt

Miss Carrie Chapman Catt has
been an interesting figure in the
woman suffrage movement. She
has fought valiantly for woman
suffrage.

The great honor and merit,
however, will not lie in the win-
ning of suffrage as it will in the
use of it.

Hence, it is likely that these
brave, intelligent socialist wo-
men, who fought so unfalteringly.
will justly claim more at the
hands of prosperity; since they
are committed to the program of
relieving poverty by abolishing
it.

The abolition of poverty brings
happiness and happiness is the
end of life. Let us hope that the
suffrage leader, Miss Catt, will
do herself no less proud in the use
of the ballot as she has done in
securing it in New York by using
it to abolish poverty, in other
words, to abolish our capitalist
system,

Colonel House

During the recent mayoralty
campaign in New York City, the
New York World carried a series
of articles on: Who is John F.
Hylan?

We would also ask a question
which is, perhaps, more impor-

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
From
GEORGE D. LIGON
22 West 136th Street
New York
\When in need of work, I am vour

surety clerk; a job awaits you
here, if you will not shirk.

Compliments of the Scason
MISS ROSE JACKSON

Dressmaker and Tailoring

69 West 138th Strect New York
Neat Workmanship

Dresses Made to Order

Address 109 West 136th Street
Compliments

MRS. M. E. SHAW

First Floor
Removed to 55 W. 131st St.
Hairdressing and Manicuring
Hours: 9 P. M. till 12 M.
After that seen by appointment

Compliments of the Season

E. J. HUNT
Ladies’ Tailor

35 W, 138th St.
Good Workmanship Neat Work

Compliments of the Season

THE SANITARY HAND
LAUNDRY

100 West 136th Street New York

Compliments

Sternman’s Furnishing Store
Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, Ladies’ and
Gents’ Furnishings
541 Lenox Avenue New York

Compliments
Don’t forget Christmas presents can
be obtained here

WILLIAM WEBSB,
Importer

Diamonds and Precious Stones
2247 Seventh Avenue New York

Compliments

M. BERGSTEIN

Decaler in New and Second Hand
Furniture. Bought and Sold Also

2226 Fifth Avenue New York



Compliments of
Glenn's BusinessMen’s Lunch
Home Cooking

106 West 135th Street New York
Tables Reserved for Ladies

Compliments of the Scason

J. FLICKER

The Tailor

100-101 West 136th Strcet, New York
Suits Made to Order

Compliments
B. LUBIN
The International Pawn Broker
Bargain Clothing Store
2229 Fifth Avenue New York

Compliments

CHARLES ALBERT
Dealer in Misfit Shoes
2227 Seventh Avcnue New York

Give Your Printing to
The Thunderer Printing-
Publishing Co., Inc.

We Do Quality Printing

Prices Right
174 West 135th Street New York

Compliments of the Season to All

LADIES AND GENTS’
TAILOR

73 West 135th Street New York

HAPPY NEW YEAR
LEVITT HARDWARE
STORE

456 Lenox Avenue New York

Compliments of the Season

R. LITMAN

446 Lenox Avenue New York

Compliments of the Season

THE L. & M. CLOAK

COMPANY
33 West 135th Street New York

THE

WHO’S WHO—Continued

tant, since the personality in
point is dealing with the most
momentous issue before the peo-
ple of the world—peace. The
question is: Who is Colonel E.
M. House? We would also ask,
what is Colonel E. M. House?

Those who compile “Whos
Who” had better get busy and
set the public at ease; for the
questions with which this person
is grappling are too grave and
far-reaching to be entrusted to a
Mr. X.

MESSENGER

Morris Hillquit

The most talked about man to-
day in America is Morris Hill-
quit. Maligned and abused by the
reactionaries and their kept press,
all have to concede his sterling
character and his exceptional
ability. His successful leader-
ship of the Socialist ticket in the
New York municipal campaign
just closed—raising the Socialist
vote of the city to 150,000—has
centered all eyes upon him. Cool,
deliberate and constructive, no
one could call him a hothead like
Charles Edward Russell. He is
not a politician but a political sci-
entist. His is the only party
which runs social students for
office. With his masterly mind
and his unpurchasable principles
Hillquit will yet bring greater
honors to the Socialist party
while he will be honored in turn
a thousand fold. The reaction-
aries fear that general of peace
more than they fear Von Hinden-
burg—the general of war.

Sen. Robert M. La Follette

Robert M. La Follette is a man
of independence, brains and char-
acter. He is not a mold to con-
ventions. He sat in his seat when
others rose to applaud the Presi-
dent bearing his war message. So
straight has he played with the
people of Wisconsin that the Sen-
ate is afraid to expel him. They
are afraid he will run again and
win by 300,000 plurality instead
of 200,000, as the last time. It
would be a national calamity to
lose the only spokesman of the
people in the United States Sen-
ate. The only difference between
La Follette and Liebnecht is that
La Follette is not in jail.
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Wishing a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year to
One and All

BEN, the Hatter

511 Lenox Avenue New York

A Merry Christmas and a Pros-
perous New Year

EYESIGHT SPECIALIST

CHARLES C. TAYLOR
139 West 135th Strect New York

Compliments

FRANK AND MEYERS
HARDWARE STORE

468 Lenox Avenue New York

Compliments of the Season

J. HESSEN

492 Lenox Avenue New York

HAPPY NEW YEAR

DR. R. B. ROBBINS

539 Lenox Avenue New York

Compliments of the Season

FURNITURE STORE
S. Hyman, Prop.
108 West 135th Street New York

DELICATESSEN

Compliments of the Season

Peter Eckert, Prop.

466 Lenox Avenue New York

Compliments of the Season to
One and All
Christmas gifts sold here at
reasonable prices

L. LEVENSON
507 Lenox Avenue New York

Don’t forget to patronize the

COLONIAL TAILOR
AND CLEANER
2310 Seventh Avenue New York

Compliments of the Season
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Christmas comes but once a year,
So don’t forget to call in here,

THE LAUREL HAND
LAUNDRY
100 West 134th Street New York
Near Lenox Avenue

Compliments of the Season

BAKERY AND LUNCH
ROOM

555 Lenox Avenue New York

Christmas comes but once a year,
So don’t forget to stop in here.

Miss Estelle Outerbridge

Hairdressing, Manicuring, Facial
Massage, Scalp Treatment
140 West 137th Street, New York
Phone, Audubon 9582

Compliments of the Season

M. DOCTOR
Ladies' Tatlor and Furrier
201 West 135th Street, New York

Exccllent service, good workmanship

Compliments of

G. RUBIN
The Tailor

100 West 143rd Street New York

Compliments of the Season

HENRY WEISSMAN
201 West 125th Street, New York
LEATHER GOODS
Don’t forget to give us a look in be-
fore you purchase elsewhere. All kinds
of novelties. Trunks and suit cases.

Madam A. E. Taylor College
Excellent Service
All we want is a fair trial. We guar-
antce to make your hair grow or
money refunded.
Telephone, 4035 Audubon
2411 Seventh Avenue New York

System: Walker, Ideal, Oxford

NEW YEAR GREETINGS
from

Madam T. B. Johnson
143 West 142nd Street New York

Best Christmas Wishes

MISS CORA B. FULLER
Hair Culturist
101 West 138th Street New York

Exquisite and Unique Service

THE MESSENGER
NEW YEAR GREETINGS

from

DR. JAMES A. BANKS
215 West 137th Street New York

Good Work at Fair Prices
ARVERNE LAUNDRY

584 Lenox Avenue, New York
Bet. 139th and 140th Streets
Shirts from 12 cents up.
Hand work only,
Tel.,, Harlem 1496

WHO’S WHO—Continued

Lloyd George

Lloyd George is supposed to be
delivering a statement of the Al-
lies’ war aims in a few days. The
Allied Council in Paris should
have done that as a military
stroke. Why Lloyd George pre-
vented it is a question for his-
tory. This blunder has probably
lost to the Allies the biggest
country in the war—Russia. And
Russia has borne more sacrifices

than any country among the
Allies.
From the beginning Lloyd

George has shown himself a poor
judge of men. He seems to have
only mechanical conceptions. The
psychology of men he does not
reckon with. He forgets that
even a soldier sometimes thinks,
especially when he sees sharp and
patent discrepancies between
professions and practices. The
old method of compulsion must
be substituted by attraction. The
policy of drive must give way to
inducement. The sooner Lloyd
George learns this the better.
Men like cattle are more easily
led than driven—even though
the principle, “theirs not the rea-
son why,” rules.

Card Printing Our Specialty
Calling Cards, Business Cards, Let-
terheads, Envelopes, etc.
Harlem Printing Shop
57 West 123th Street, New York
near Lenox Avenue
Phone, Harlem 6000  Open Evenings
A reduction of 5 per cent. to
Messenger Readers

With the Season’s Best Wishes

J. S. BENNETT
11114 West 138th Street  New York

L. BRUCE CLAY
TAILOR
Cleaning. Pressing and Repairing

Phone 2070 Audubon
100-102 West 139th Street, New York

NEW YEAR GREETINGS:
from

DR. J. P. BAILEY
Experienced Chiropodist

101 West 141st Street New York

Merry Christmas
Happy New Year

J. BROWN
The Tailor

99 West 138th Street New York

Tel.,, Morningside 8538
NEW YEAR GREETINGS
When you want a suit made up neat
call at

S. REISMAN
217 West 125th Street New York
Branch—176 East 125th Street
Phone, Harlem 5676

The Greatest Retail and Wholesale
Florist in Harlem
Don3t forget to call in and see the

LENOX FLORIST

312 Lenox Avenue, near 126th Street

All kinds of decorations. Wedding

and funeral designs at short notice.
Telephone, Harlem 6822

Don't forget to secure here your fur-

niture at reasonable prices. Every

piece of furniture here is worth its
weight in gold.

George M. Fischel Furniture
Company
139 West 125th Street New York
MADAM HARDING
GOWNS

Expert in designing and fashionable
remodeling

131 West 142nd Street

New York

Compliments of Our Tailor

J. BLUM

135 West 125th Street New York

PAINLESS TREATMENT OF
CORNS. BUNIONS, INGROWN
NAILS, AND ALL OTHER AILMENTS or
THE FEET
DR. WILLIAM J. CARTER

ONIROPODISY
REGISTERED IN THE STATES OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY
Tel 1284 Aududon 187 WEST 136TH ST. NEW YORK CITY




High-Class Elevator

Apartment Houses
FOR RENT

ONE YEAR'S LEASE

117 to 137 West 141st St.
130 to 148 West 142nd St.

TERRY HOLDING CO,, Inc.
127 West 141st St.
Tel. 7480 Aud.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

NEW YORK HAND
LAUNDRY

New York

675 Lcenox Avenue

THE MESSENGER is read by
more thinkers—white and
colored—than any publica-
tion Negroes have ever put
out.

It has more white readers
than all the Negro publica-
tions in New York.

Some of the ablest profes-
sors of Columbia University
ar: subscribers to it.

Why not you?

Tear Along This Line

To THE MESSENGER:

Please send me THE MEs-
SENGER for one year. En-
closed find $1.50 for subscrip-
tion. '

THE MESSENGER

Compliments of

PRESCRIPTION
DRUG STORE

681 Lenox Avenue New York

Emmet J. Scott.

Emmet J. Scott, formerly Sec-
retary to Booker T. Washington.
was recently appointed assistant
to Baker, in supervising and look-
ing after the interests of colored
Just what Mr. Scott
has been doing we do not know.
Why did he not lay before the
country the fact that the Negro

soldiers.

soldiers were about to be rail-
roaded to the gallows? Or was
he not notified? And if he was
not notified of the worst execu-
tion of soldiers which has taken
place in the entire world war, in
a line directly under his depart-
ment, he ought to ask the reason
why, and, if need be, to protest
against the slight by tendering
his resignation.

We are not at all interested in a
mere Negro’s being in the War
We are interested
Un-

less one Negro serves, put in an-

Department.
in something’s being done.

other, or if necessary, a white
man who will act. It does seem
that with the notice served in ad-
vance—four days—Scott could
have communicated with the N.
A. A. C. P. and got Du Bois and
his machine to going. It is claimed
the President would have been
deluged with appeals, but that is
just what we desired. Every
Negro in the U. S. might have
afforded a telegram to save our
Let us

hear now from Emmet J. Scott.

brave, unselfish boys.

3

ERINAT AR

New
Year

Greetings

FROM

The

essenser

A. Philip Randolph
and

Chandler Owen
EDITORS
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THE MESSENGER

The MESSENGER is Making a

Great Subscription Drive

for 25,000 Subscribers Within
the Year 1918

Every reader should become an agent.
This magazine is read by more think-
ers—white and colored —than any
publication gotten out by Negroes.
Sound Opinion, Good Literature, Fine
Dramatic Criticism, Real Poetry, An
Exclusive Artist, Calm but Fearless
Writers, Edited by Able Scholars.

Subscription—$1.50 per Year
$1.00 for Eight Months

The Messenger Publishing Company

230 William Street New York City
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Unless

| Negro Lynching is Stopped!

Negro Disfranchisement is

Stopped!
Jim-Crowism is Stopped!

Unless Great Britain, Belgium, |
Germany and |
America stop robbing the Darker '
Races of their land and labor in

France, Italy,

Africa, India, China, The West
Indies, Cuba, Philippines, Porto
Rico and Haiti—The world can-

]! not be made safe for Democracy.
k
|
‘ A Graphic and Scientific Expo-

sure of the White World’s Colossal
Conspiracy and International
Black-hand Movement to steal
the Darker Races’ wealth and
labor by holding them in ignor-
ance, superstition and slavery,

has been made in
A VALUABLE BOOKLET ENTITLED:

TERMS OF PEACE and
THE DARKER RACES

By A. PHILIP RANDOLPH
and CHANDLER OWEN

This is an historical document that con-
tains facts not found in White Histories.
It may be bought from 513 Lenox Ave-
nue, Lenox Drug Store, New York City.

Every home should have a copy
Hand it down to your children

Price - 15 Cents

LOTS OF MORE THAN 20 —10 Cents per copy

!

LYNCHING
MUST GO

000 i
" Memphis, Waco and East St. |
i Louils must never happen again.
- But lynching will never go until
' you understand its causes, realize

. 1ts effects and apply the remedy.

ll, Order Today

o

| “The Truth About
: Lynching’’

ITS CAUSES AND EFFECTS By
A. Philip Randolph

and
THE REMEDY By
Chandler Owen

The pamphlet is an exhaustive,
lucid, clear and scientific survey
of the economic, political, psy-
chological and legal phases of the
question.

Every person, white and black,
ought to read this pamphlet,

Price, 10 Cents

In lots of ten or more the price is 5c.

Address 513 LENOX AVENUE
LENOX DRUG STORE







	uc1-c2904887-47-1619975088
	Section 5 (Page 1)

	uc1-c2904887-48-1619975099
	uc1-c2904887-49-1619975110
	uc1-c2904887-50-1619975120
	uc1-c2904887-51-1619975131
	uc1-c2904887-52-1619975142
	uc1-c2904887-53-1619975154
	uc1-c2904887-54-1619975164
	uc1-c2904887-55-1619975176
	uc1-c2904887-56-1619975187
	uc1-c2904887-57-1619975199
	uc1-c2904887-58-1619975213
	uc1-c2904887-59-1619975225
	uc1-c2904887-60-1619975237
	uc1-c2904887-61-1619975249
	uc1-c2904887-62-1619975260
	uc1-c2904887-63-1619975272
	uc1-c2904887-64-1619975351
	uc1-c2904887-65-1619975361
	uc1-c2904887-66-1619975370
	uc1-c2904887-67-1619975380
	uc1-c2904887-68-1619975390
	uc1-c2904887-69-1619975401
	uc1-c2904887-70-1619975413
	uc1-c2904887-71-1619975422
	uc1-c2904887-72-1619975437
	uc1-c2904887-73-1619975475
	uc1-c2904887-74-1619975486
	uc1-c2904887-75-1619975495
	uc1-c2904887-76-1619975504
	uc1-c2904887-77-1619975511
	uc1-c2904887-78-1619975520
	uc1-c2904887-79-1619975529
	uc1-c2904887-80-1619975537
	uc1-c2904887-81-1619975591
	uc1-c2904887-82-1619975604

