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INDOL

THE GREAT HAIR GROWER

INDOL will make coarse hair long, straight and beautiful.
Send 6 cents in stamps for Free liberal samples.
skin with Bleechol and take off the summmer tan.

Whiten your

50 cents a jar.

SPECIAL OFFER
As a convincer we will send you, prepaid, 1 box Hair Grower,
1 box Glossine (for straightening) and 1 jar Bleechol for
whitening the skin—

and particulars.
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All for $1.23 and Your Address.
Learn the Indol System of Hair Culture.

INDO LABORATORIES CORPORATION
2257 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEw York CitY

Write us for literature
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HOT COFFEE

The Greatest Jazz Fox Trot Hit
Piano, 10c.; Band, 25c.; Orch., 25c.

Oh, Danny Love Your Annie
A Wonderful One Step

Piano, 10c.; Orch., 25c.
Sth MASSACHUSETTS MARCH
Orch., 25c.

Music arranged. composed. engraved,
printed and published. Write us your
musical wants. It it's music—WE DO

James S. White Company, Inc.
Mantua Building, Boston, Mass.

ENGINEERS AND FIREMENS PUBLIC SERVICE ORG.

Meets every Wednesday at 8 P. M. in
the Labor Temple, 243 East 84th St
Kindly communicate with H. Stockhausen, Sec’y

ENGINEERS AND FIREMENS PUBLIC SERVICE ORGANIZATION
243 East 84th Street, New York City

ADVERTISE
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hell-hole.

can he justly proud.

the £10,000 can be raised.

be saved if you will send it.
Treasurer.
the bail is released.
Stuyvesant 6844,

Room 40S.

Will You Make A
LIBERTY LOAN?

By Lending that Liberty Bond of yours which now lies idle, or
By Lending the cash you can spare from $5.00 up. or
By Lending your property security

You could save a fellow-worker, suffering indescribable tortures for
expressing his ideas—WOULD YOU?
sacrificing service to the working class.

BEN FLETCHER is serving a ten-ycar term in the Leavenworth
HE IS THE ONLY NEGRO AMONG THE IMPRISONED
MEMBERS OF THE INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD,

and a man of whom the workers of America, whether black or white,

Ie can now be released on BAIL, pending action on an appeal, if
His case does not come up until April, must
he remain in jail when your LOAN can set him free?
clear: remember that your little mite counts.
Send Bonds or cash to F. G. Biedenkapp,
Receipts will be duly forwarded and the loans returned as
For information call at the office or telephone

WORKERS DEFENSE UNION
7 East 15th Street, New York City

for his devoted, self-

Well,

Your duty is
Our Negro comrade will
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Mention The Messenger

WANTED

A good hustler, man or
woman, to act as agent for
THE MESSENGER
in every city in the world.
JOIN THE MESSENGER
STAFF today. Send for as
many copies as you wish,
and make your spare time

valuable.

THEY GO LIKE WILD-FIRE

Mention “THE MESSENGER”
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MAYHEW'S
LINIMENT

There is but one way
to keep fit for cricket,
boxing, baseball and
other games.

Use the only muscle
tonic known to the best
athletes.

No pain, no stiffness of
joints, no aches can
exist where Mayhew’s
Liniment is used.

Use it freely and be
master of your limbs.

At Your Druggist

We need live wire agents to
represent us in all parts of the
world. \Write to our office for
particulars.

EH &D. €O, Inc.

33 West 139th Street
New York City
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the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, that in connection with the Urban
l.cague and other organizations, a committee has
been formed to look after work suggested along
this line. We urge that that committee be extend-
ed in size and that its work begin to proceed with
acceleration. The fraternal socicties like the Pv-
thians, Odd Fellows, Masons, Elks, Shriners, St.
I.uke’s, etc., should lend their assistance. These
organizations should not only appeal to their mem-
bership to support the cause of the defense of these
men, but they would do credit to themselves to vote
large sums of money, ranging from $300 to $10,000,
directly out of their treasuries. Every Negro news-
paper should also join in pushing the drive through;
all Negroes whether working men or business peo-
ple should join in the movement.

For defense, no special opportunity should he
given to some aspiring young lawyer who wants to
make i reputation by experimenting with these
cases, ‘The ablest lawyers in the country should
be put at the defense of these men.  Samuel Unter-
meyver, Clarence Darrow, George Gordon Battle,
I.ouis Marshall, John B. Stanchfield, William D.
Guthrie, Bourke Cochran—men of this type—-
should be the chief counsel for defense. What does
it matter if the lawyers alone cost $25,000? Iave
not these Negroes taken the first line trenches for
all of us? Were they not acting in self-defense?
Not only in defense of themselves, but of the whole
race?

We wish to call attention to the necessity of
quick work too. There is no time for delay. The
lawyers need to be on the job at this very moment,
studying the evidence, getting in touch with wit-
nesses, ferreting out contributory causes, interview-
ing different people. Money and lawyers are the
most important factors just now. These are the
immediate demands. Money must be collected and
dispensed by persons whose honesty and efficiency
are above reproach. Publicity must be given to all
monies collected and all monies spent. Someone
will have to be hired to do this work. C(lerks,
stenographers, managers and organizers, postage
and literature, general publicity, will cost money.
Don’t let anyone make a foolish demand for volun-
tary service in the detailed and technical work.
In order to place responsibility, someone must be
paid.

On with the defense! I.et every Negro become
a part of the Defense Committee.

MIXED JURIES FOR THE RIOT TRIALS

The Messenger urges that there be mixed juries
in the trials of all persons alleged to have been
connected with the Washington and Chicago riots.
We do not believe that justice will be done or that
an impartial investigation and verdict can be pos-
sible unless both white and colored men compose
the juries. There is every reason to suspect the
type of justice which may be meted out in the forth-
coming trials. The arrests in the two cases do not
inspire confidence. It is admitted that white men
were the aggressors both in Washington and in
Chicago, yet in Washington the arrests bore the
relation of six Negroes to one white man and ten
Negroes to one white man in Chicago. The sharpest

‘securing favorable political action.
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indictment against our system of jurisprudence in
America is shown by the Grand Jury in Chicago
striking because, as it said: “No evidence against
white participants had been presented.” “The first
two days of the Chicago August Grand Jury, fiity-
four Negroes were indicted in all, for alleged riot-
ing, assault and murder. Not a single white was
indicted until the grand jury demanded it. We
therefore urge, all the more strongly, that the jurics
be made up of six white men and six colored men
in the trial of both white and colored men con-
nected with the riots.

STRIKES

To strike is to stop work with a view to winning
certain demands, such as, more wages, shorter
hours or better conditions under which to work.
It is not alone cffective for the achievment of econ-
omic object, however, bhut it may be used also for
For instance,
the threat of the Brotherhood ot Railway trainmen
to strike in 1916, forced the adoption of the \dam-
son 8-hour Day l.aw by Congress.

The strike 1s the chief weapon in the hands of
labor in the class war, since by the use of it, labor
is able to enforce a loss upon capital by arresting
production. When production ceases, profits stop
also. And since business is only run for profits,
when it is no longer possible to get profits out of
the enterprise, the reason for business is destroyed.
This is why capitalists are terror-stricken at the use
of the strike. “Big Business” knows how helpless
it is when confronted with the strike.

Labor is gradually awakening to the necessity of
striking at the source of production. Throughout
the country in the ranks of all types of labor, strikes
are being called to offset the rising cost of living.
In DBrooklyn, New York, The Brooklyn Rapid
Transit Employees have virtually won their de-
mands after having paralyzed transportation for
several days. Transportation in Chicago is just
assuming normal conditions in the wake of a hitter
strike. The railway shopmen, cigar makers, work-
ers in the building trades, longshoremen, etc,. are
striking, have struck, or are about to strike for a
better living wage. Even 12 theatres in New York
City have been closed by a strike of actors. And it
is rumored that the police in New York City and
Boston are organizing themselves into a union. So
it has finally dawned upon those who are charged
with the enforcement of the law that they too are
workingmen who reccive wages with which they
must purchase life—food, clothing and shelter. This
is the begining of the end. For when one part of
the working class which is used to hold down the
large masses of the workers, strikes—then truly the
end of capitalism is at hand. Since without the
police, the militia and the regular army, the ruling
class is powerless and impotent.

The present order of strikes ought to impress the
millions of Negro workers in the South. Cotton is
used in every conceivable form of manufacture. It
is the basis of the great clothing industry. The
progress of science has been materially accelerated
by King Cotton. Millions of bales are produced
by Negro labor yearly out of which millions of
dollars of profits are realized and yet, the large ma-
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out to the leaders. Laws to suppress industrial
unions were enacted and, to live up to the best
traditions of patriotism, so that Americanism should
not perish from the earth, members of the Industrial
Workers of the World were tarred and feathered,
deported into arid wildernesses, while their leaders
were treated even as Negroes are now being treat-
ed—LYNCHED! However, despite misrepresenta-
tion, persecution and violence visited upon its dis-
ciples, the principles of the One Big Union are
swiftly encircling the globe and making new con-
verts. From the Pacific Coast it sweeps eastward
to the Atlantic, across the ocean to Europe, and
then to Asia. Where it will stop only its proponents
dare assert with any degree of positiveness. Al-
ready all races are affected. Its magic phrase—
One Big Union—has magnetic potency in bringing
members of the working class under its sway.
Wherever it is heard, be it in Winnipeg, Glasgow,
Sydney or the little known islands of the Virgin
group, the workers become victims of its seductive
spell. ON WITH THE ONE RIG UNION! ON
WITH INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM! ON WITH
THE EMANCIPATION OF THE WORKERS
OF THE WORLD!

CARFARE INCREASE

The disgrace of the American city has been its
control by traction interests. The only cities that
are not subject to the orders of the traction ring,
are those cities where no ring exists, because the
people own their car system, their light and gas in-
dustries. Professor Evans Clark, formerly of
Princeton University, in a carefully conducted in-
vestigation this year, showed that the cost of car-
rying each passenger in New York City for 1918
was two and three-fifths cents. Huge profits were
coined out of the public, who on street cars, sub-
ways and elevated railroads, traveled like sardines
packed in a can. A profit of more than 40% was
reaped off each passenger. Unprecedented prosper-
ity marked the career of the traction interests. But
despite all of this, the traction interests of New
York, Boston, Philadelphia—everywhere, are ask-
ing for increased rates. In Boston, July 21st, the
street car fare advanced to 10c; Chicago has in-
creased the fare to 8c; Philadelphia has a five cent
fare and a three cent transfer; New Jersey has in-
creased its fare to 8c, while the New York City
traction ring has already put on a 2c transfer, and
is asking for an 8c straight fare.

Now, the people everywhere should oppose these
increases in carfare. Nearly everybody has to make
use of the cars, with the exception of those people
who have automobiles; and most of the people who
work (and most people do work) don’t have auto-
mobiles. There is no justification or reason for
this increased fare. The street cars have carried
more passengers this year than ever before in their
history. The passengers have hung on to straps
and rails, except at times when one was so tightly
jammed that he could get to neither a strap nor a
rail. Unless we are alert, however, the traction
interests, who control the city councils and mayors
and the Public Service Commissions will put over
this demand of capital in every city of the country.
The people must get right on the job and demand

a three cent fare cll over the country. This is
ample amount of carfare to pay anywhere. Better
still, let the people in every city take over, own,
operate, and socially control their own street cars
and traction industries. This is striking the evil
at the source and it will relieve the burdens of
transportation from which the people now suffer.

NEGRO LEADERS COMPROMISE AS USUAL

In Washington, during the riot, it was Judge
Robert Terrell and Emmet J. Scott who led the
inglorious compromise as usual. Those two would-
be leaders issued a joint letter, in which they said
“the retaliation which followed the attack of the
white mob on the part of colored people was to be
deplored.” In Chicago, Illinois, another comprom-
ise Negro leader outdid Scott, Terrell and Robert
Russa Moton in the sycophancy and spinelessness
of his advice and observation. We refer to Beaure-
gard F. Moseley. This hand picked Negro said:

“Some of us forget that the white man has given us
freedom, the right to vote, to live on terms of equality
with him, to be paid well for our work and to receive
many other benefits. Now, if the white man should de-
cide that the black man has proved he is not fit to have
the right to vote, that right might be taken away, we
might also find it difficult to receive other favors to which
we have been accustomed, and then what would happen
to us?

“We must remember that this is a white man’s country.
Without his help we can do nothing. When we fight
the white man we fight ourselves. We can start a riot,
but it takes the white man to stop it. We are interested
not in what started the riots but how to stop them.”

May we ask what our readers think of this ob-
servation of one Beauregard Moseley? Just what
did he get for making this statement and w.at white
men were fools enough to believe that his state-
ments would have the slightest effect among the
New Negroes of this country, except to pour oil
on the fire? The white man has not given us any
freedom, neither the northern nor the southern man.
What we have gotten we have taken, and such con-
cessions as have been granted were granted merely
because they were beneficial to him. The right to
vote was granted to the Negro in the South during
the Reconstruction days because a group of hypo-
critical, reactionary and plutocratic Republicans
wanted to keep in power in order that they might
control the granting of franchises, the selling of
privileges to railroads, the stealing of coal lands,
plundering the public domain and, above all, be-
cause they would have the power to lay and collect
taxes on everybody while exempting themselves.
They found Negroes to be efficient tools in helping
them maintain this power. But just so soon as
those Republican hypocrites, represented by this
same Chicago Tribune, were able to see their way
clear to election in the North and West, without
the aid of the Southern Negroes, the Southern Ne-
groes were gracefully turned over to the tender
mercies of their former white masters. What hap-
pened since is a matter of history. The story of
disfranchisement, grandfather clauses, the Klu-
Klux-Klan and lynching is familiar to every child
of seven years of age. Moseley ought to know that
most Negroes do not enjoy their right to vote. We



8 THE MESSENGER

are now fighting to live on terms of equality with
the white man, which shows on its face that we
do not enjoy the right. To be paid well for our
work is far away from any actuality. Why even
white men are not paid well for their work today,
that is, the great masses of them. Those who em-
ploy both white and colored men are trying to get
the greatest amount of work for the least amount
of pay. They are trving to get the longest hours
out of the workers and to give the lowest pay for
their work. It is out of this constant fight that the
packing industry will reap the benefit from the riot.

Moseley says that we must remember that this
is a white man’s country. Well, we have fought like
hell for it and unless we get part of it and enjoy it
peacefully, we will riot all over the United States
And as we proceed in our fight for it, a black rascal
and a sniveling scoundrel, who betravs the trust
of the toiling black workers, will fare no better
than a white scoundrel, and probably a little bit
worse. Why even white men no longer talk about
this being a white man’s country, unless it be Hoke
Smith, Vardaman, John Sharp Williams, Cole
Blease or some such Southern bourbon. This hand
picked Negro also says: “We can start a riot, but
it takes the white man to stop it.” Where does he
get this interpretation? The evidence shows that
in Washington and Chicago, the whites started the
riots, but it took the Negroes to stop them. Had
it not been for Negro self-assertion and manhood,
the riot sport would have proceeded until white
men got tired and stopped of their own free will.
But not so of recent date. The Negroes took the
defensive—offensive in Washington, and according
to the papers, the move was marked “by general
preparedness on the part of the Negroes.” Chicago
would have been another East St. Louis except for
the Negroes stopping the rioters. Besides, we are
also interested in what started the riots as a means
of understanding what stopped them.

More spineless. sycophantic. servile. slavish state-
ments have probably not been spewed from any
Negro, than the above quotation from this “me-too-
boss,” “hat-in-hand” Negro leader of Chicago—one
Beauregard Moseley. No wonder the Chicago
Tribune carries a headline “COLORED LLEADER
ISSUES REMARKABLE WARNING TO HIS
RACE.”

THE NEGRO—A REPUBLICAN

The Negro is a Republican. He has been a Re-
publican for fifty years. He is a Republican be-
cause his father was a Republican. He is a Re-
publican because Abraham Lincoln was a Repub-
lican. He is a Republican for what the Republican
Party once was and not for what it now is. But
awake, old black brother Republican! The Repub-
licans have been rioting on you for several weeks.
You received no protection in Washington, D. C..
even though the District of Columbia is governed
by Congress, and both the Senate and the House of
Represetatives are made up of Republicans. In
Chicago, the only protection you got came from
yourselves, and yet Chicago is a Republican city.
It has a Republican mayor, William Hale Thomp-
son, The State of Illinois, in which Chicago is
situated, has a Republican Governor, Lowden. The

City Council of Chicago is Republican. The State
Legislature of Illinois is also Republican. The
Grand Jury in Chicago, which indicted 54 Negroes
before indicting any white man, was a Republican
Grand Jury. The District Attorney who presented
these cases against the 54 Negroes was a Repub-
lican District Attorney. The police who arrested
Negroes (and shut their eyes when they came to
white rioters) were Republican policemen. The
Chicago Tribune, the leading mouthpiece of the
Republican Party of the United States, has been
as bitter in its attacks on the Negroes during the
riot as the Atlanta Constitution. Compared with the
New York World, a Democratic mouthpiece, it sinks
into innocuous desuetude.

Of course, all of these papers, juries, mayors
and governors are farces when compared with the
Socialist groups. There is not a Socialist or In-
dustrial Workers of the World paper, which has not
given a fair and just interpretation to the riots.
There is no inclination at all to cater to the Negroes
either because the bulk of the Socialist Party and
the Industrial Workers of the World is white. But
they understand the true cause of the riots. They
are not deceived by this cry of race prejudice. They
know quite well that the whites will suffer as much
as the blacks from what has happened. They un-
derstand that the packing interests and the capital-
ists of the country want to keep the white and black
dogs fighting over a bone in order that they (the
capitalists) may get away with the bone. The em-
ployers will beat down, mob and starve white work-
ing men and women just as readily as they will black
men and women. No talk of patriotism will deter
them from their purpose. Their flag is not the red.
white and blue. Their flag is a yellow flag; it re-
presents gold. Gold is also the flag of the Repub-
lican Party. But Negroes are workers. They are
not capitalists and employers. They have nothing
in common with the Republican Party. They must
get out of the Republican Party and get into the
party which represents them—which represents all
the workers. That is the Socialist Party. So get
in it!

STRUGGLING HUNGARY

The Hungarian Soviet Government has been
forced out. The moderate socialist government
which succeeded it has also been forced out. Nei-
ther government has been forced out, however, by
the people of Hungary. They have been forced
out by foreign governments. They have been
forced out by the most titanic gang of hypocrites
and the most motley crew of alien capitalists that
any democratic government has ever been beset
with. The government has been overthrown be-
cause self-determination has been denied to the
people. Nor was this self-determination denied by
the German Kaiser or the Hindenburg military
caste. It has been denied by the connivance and
collusion of our own suave diplomats who talk a
great deal of ornate and rhetorical balderdash about
the rights of free people and about “making the
world safe for democracy.” Another conspirator
in this arch conspiracy was the subtle and cunning
Lloyd George along with the plutocratic British
barons who have been so disturbed during the last
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four years over the desecration of helpless little
Belgium. And France, too, must come in for her
share of guilt. Indeed, she is one of the chief of-
fenders. And naturally so, since Hungary is nearer
to her than to either of the aforementioned coun-
tries.

Serious suspicion and distrust are also thrown
on the Peace Conference and the Allied Council.
The Messenger does not consider this outrage as
the outrage of Roumania imposed on Hungary. We
know better. Roumania has simply been the agent
of the Allied governments who have banded to-
gether to harrass, suppress and stamp out any de-
mocracy which lifts its head in the world. A\
lesson to labor needs to be drawn also. The Allies
were opposed to the Soviet Government of Hun-
gary. They supposedly assisted the change to a
moderate Socialist government. But the truth is,
they were opposed to both. It is the same lesson
of the American Federation of Labor, as shown by
the denials of recent date to the Iederation of
Labor’s organizers, organizing in the steel in-
dustry of DPennsylvania. It is a casce of not that
they ‘*‘hate Brutus less, but that they hate Caesar
more.” Here is the lesser of two evils which they
are choosing. Between the I. W. W. and the
American Federation of Labor, the capitalists will
always choose the American Federation of Labor.
But when the A. F. of L. began, it was bitterly
opposed just like the I. W. W. is today. The policy
of the capitalist is, between two radical bodies,
choose the less radical. Between several radical
bodies, choose the least radical.

So with Hungary. The Allied governments
would rather have a moderate group of Socialists
in control than the Soviet group. But they are
opposed to both, and Archduke Joseph looks much
better to them by far, than even Scheidemann. As
radicals, however, we need not be alarmed. This
was just what we expected. The whole of Europe
combined for twenty-five years to overthrow the
French revolution. But it’s soul was there to stay,
to permeate Europe, and to drive from power the
remaining vestige of feudalism. The soul of Soviet
government still clings to the Hungarian people.
Ere long it will drive the dukes, archdukes, and
counts to the tall timbers, and to that oblivion and
obscurity from which they ought never to emerge.
The sooner the better. On with the dance.

DU BOIS AND THE CRISIS

Again we must take to task Du Bois and the
Crisis. There is no personal feeling which we hold
toward either, but in as much as the Crisis has the
second largest circulation of any Negro publication
in the world, we cannot allow the flagrant and er-
roneous presentation which frequently slips into the
Crisis Magazine to pass unchallenged.

In the July Education number of the Crisis un-
der the title " Reconstruction,” Du Bois is discussing
politics on page 131. The following quotations we
wish to note: ‘““Let us know the law and officials
and their duties. Let us keep continual and rigid
tabs on every candidate. Away with parties, what
we want is men. Away with promises—what we
want is deeds. Study, learn, register and vote. . . .
Do not vote for a party. Never vote a straight

ticket. and measures—not for
parties.”

This puerile and effete advice coming from the
most distinguished Negro in the United States may
have the touch of wisdom to it so far as most Ne-
groes are concerned, but with intelligent, radical
groups, and students of political science it is not
worthy of an alleged Negro sociologist. Any stu-
dent of government knows today that the United
States is distinctly under the control of party gov-
ernment. Whoever the man is, he must be on some
ticket, and that ticket is a ticket of some party,
but this is a mere elementary criticism upon that
advice.

The more fundamental criticism comes on the
advice of Du Bois to Negroes to support men and
not parties. It is better to trust a party than to
trust 2 man. A man may die over night. But this
is not so likely with a party. Again the party is
stronger than the man. This has been repeatedly
shown in many cases where strong men were con-
cerned. The case of Roosevelt is in point. He
attempted to bolt the party and the party came
near killing Roosevelt in the political life of the
United States. He never recovered from the blow.
The case of Governor Sulzer of New York in 1913
is again in point. Governor Sulzer belonged to the
Tammany Hall Democratic party. He was nomin-
ated and elected by the Democratic machine. He
attempted to oppose the machine and he was
promptly impeached and overthrown while pitifully
appealing for mercy at the hands of his former
supporters. The reason for this is not strange to
students of political science. Any candidate on the
political field is simply a part of the political ma-
chine. He is a cog in the wheel. As part of the
machine he must move with the machine or he will
be crushed. There is no escaping this conclusion.
Moreover, as we have said before, a party is a
body of individuals who agree upon a political pro-
gram and who strive to gain control of the govern-
ment in order to secure its adoption. Its campaigns
are made possible by a fund created by those per-
sons who desire the adoption of the party’s pro-
gram. It is natural and plain then that those who
supply the funds will control and direct the party.

But the only way in which the program can be
adopted is by securing control of the government.
And the only way in which control of the govern-
ment can be secured is by securing sufficient votes.
The only way in which sufficient votes can be se-
cured is by making a campaign, while the only way
by which a campaign can be made is by securing
the necessary funds.

Now the fund givers constitute the party ma-
chine. He who pays the fiddler will call the tune.
The power over a man’s subsistence is the power
over his will. This “good men and good measures”
policy is done to deceive the voters. They con-
stitute window dressing. A good man is put on
the governor’s ticket to carry the rest of the rascals
along with him. And unless the exception happens,
to all intents and purposes, the so-called “good
man” becomes a rascal before he gets through.
Look at our dear friend Al Smith, the friend of
every man on the street. Everybody knew him well
enough to call him “4l” The A. F. of L. officials
thought he was the best man for labor, and yet a

Vote for men
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few months made him the easiest man the milk
trust has ever known, while the babies of his
friends were starving. And these, Dr. Du Bois, are
very largely white men. So that when judged by
the usual standards of American life, the Negro's
good man would be less good.

No, the Messenger wants to inform its readers
that it must support parties rather than men. This
advice of Dr. Du Bois would do credit to some
child or some amateur who knew nothing of polit-
ical science. Of course, we understand that Dr.
Du Bois is trying to cater to the many-sided polit-
ical board of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. But we can’t afford
to allow it to pass.

The Negro must assume a new attitude in political
life. He must support the party of the working-
man, if he himself is largely a workingman. That
is the Socialist Party and the Negro must support
it with his dollars and his votes:

CONSTITUTION DAY — SEPTEMBER 17th

A group of reactionaries in such organizations
as the Union League Club, The American Defense
Society and the National Security League have
asked that September 17th, the day of the adoption
of the American Constitution, be celebrated this
year as a holiday—Constitution Day. While we
are not very much interested in the Constitution
as such, we are willing to join in the celebration
of the Constitution if we may pick out a few specific
clauses in the Constitution for these reactionaries
to observe. The first amendment to the Constitu-
tion to which we would like to address their atten-
tion reads as follows:

ARTICLE 1.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of ; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

This article is supposed to safeguard the freedom
of speech and press which has been so shamelessly
denied to any of those radical and liberal groups
who have attempted to present the truth about the
profits made by these millionaires and billionaires
of the above named clubs or societies. The Con-
stitution has not mattered. If any clause in it did
not suit these gentlemen, who now claim they want
it enforced, it immediately became a scrap of paper.

Nor is this all. There are some other dead letter
articles in the Constitution. One of those articles
reads:

Neither slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime, whereof the parties shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States
or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

For the benefit of the Union League Club and
the National Security League, we call their atten-
tion to an institution known as peonage. It exists
in Georgia, in Florida, Texas, Mississippi, Louisia-
na, South Carolina, North Carolina, Arkansas,
Alabama and Oklahama. By the way, are these
states in the United States? If so, it is our opinion
that they come within the purview of this con-
stitutional amendment. Is the National Defense
~ociety interested in this part of the Constitution?

There is another article which we have dis-
covered in this Constitution which reads as follows:

All persons born or naturalized in the United States
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of
the United States and of the state wherein they reside.
No state shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States; nor shall any state deprive any person
or life, liberty, or property without due process of law;
nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.

Representatives shall be apportioned among the sev-
eral States according to their respective numbers, count-
ing the whole number of persons in each state, exclud-
ing Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at
any election for the choice of electors for President and
Vice-President of the United States, representatives in
Congress, the executive and judicial officers of the state,
or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied
to any of the male inhabuants of such states, bei
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United
States, or in any way abridged, except for participation
in rebellion, or other crime, the basis or representation
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole
number of male citizens, twenty-one years of age in
such state.

The above quotation will be recognized by the
corporation lawyers of the Union League Club as
part of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution.
The Amendment has so long been a scrap of paper
that the corporation lawyers of the American De-
fense Society would not recognize it at all in its
original virginity, except for the fact that thev have
prostituted it to the use of the corporations for the
last fifty vears. One of the most celebrated cor-
poration lawyers in the United States, William D.
Guthrie, Professor of Constitutional Law in Colum-
bia Law School, has written a book on the history
of the 14th Amendment. He there regards it as a
Magna Charta of the corporations. He further
shows that of the 228 cases which have been raised
under the clause, only 26 had to do with the Negro
and in only 4 was any substantial relief granted.

Now, if you pious hypocrites of the Union
League Club, or you smug plutocrats of the Amer-
ican Defense Society, and if you political prosti-
tutes of the National Security League will simply
look around, you will find that the Negro is dis-
franchised in the United States. He has been dis-
franchised for several years. During that time your
political party was in power. It had an unbroken
reign of twenty odd years. Your Republlcgn Party
of profiteers permitted the Negro to be disfranch-
ised, nor did your Congress reduce the representa-
tion from the South proportionately, as the Con-
stitution required. Instead we now find that one
man’s vote in Mississippi is equivalent to 13 votes in
Kansas. One vote in South Carolina, is equivalent
to 5 in New York. One vote in Alabama is equiv-
alent to 11 in Minnesota. All of this, we would like
to inform these Constitution gentlemen, is because
they have permitted, condoned, winked at and col-
luded in the violation of the Constitution for a half
century. Again, the equal protection of the laws
is not accorded to Negroes in any part of the
United States. :

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall
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not be denied or abridged by the United States or by
any state on account of race, color or previous condi-
tion of servitude.

No doubt some gentlemen of the Union League
Club or the American Defense Society will recog-
nize this clause as the 15th Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States. Of course, few
of them have ever seen this amendment enforced.
That, however, is no reason why we should not
begin at once.

The only purposes which Constitution Day can
serve are first, to continue the enforcement of that
part of the Constitution which has been enforced
all along, and to begin the enforcement of that
part of the Constitution which has not been en-
forced and is not now being enforced. We are
looking forward with much interest to see what
this Coustitution Day will be. How do these
gentlemen propose to celebrate it?

A REPORT ON THE CHICAGO RIOT BY AN
EYE-WITNESS

This interview on the “Chicago Riots” is given by an
able and brilliant colored attorney in Chicago. He is
a Bachelor of Arts from Oberlin, a Bacheler of Laws
and Master of Arts from Columbia University. The
painstaking and cautious presentation of evidence will
be iinmediately noted. It is just what we want. We
desire no matter colored in the interest of Negroes or
of whites. What we want is the truth. From our per-
sonal knowledge of the author of these answers, he is
a man of very unusual mental endowments, of intellect-
ual training, a thinker and speaker of extraordinary
power, The Editors.

1.—How many persons were killed of each race?

Unable to state exact number. One newspaper
reported 16 white and 16 colored killed. The cor-
oner puts the total number of casualties at 36—
19 whites and 17 colored. There is a widespread
belief, however, that the authorities have deliber-
ately suppressed the truth about this matter. One
white insurance adjuster, whose company insures
10,000 people, says that with his company alone
27 death claims, resulting from riot. were filed.
John Dill Robertson, City Health Commissioner,
however, denies that there has been any effort to
conceal the facts.

2. What is the actual Negro population of Cnicago?

It has been variously estimated anywhere be-
tween 100,000 and 225,000. The figure generally
quoted is 125,000.

3. What was the occasion of the riot?

See “Exhibit A” enclosed.* Briefly, however, the
riot was caused by the growing resentment of Ne-
groes to outward manifestations of the deep-seated
prejudice of the American white man,

Mayor Thompson is credited with the statement
.that rioting first started at the stockyards, shortly
after cessation of hostilities in Europe, when white
employees of yards got the idea that they were
being turned off in greater proportions than the
colored. Several colored employees were beaten
up by them.

4. Who participated in it? Young men, middle
classes, best classes, worst classes, or all classes?

All classes. The best classes, however it seems

* See Exhibit ‘A’ page 12.

confined their activities to protecting their homes
and neighborhoods.

5. Did women take part?
scribe their activities.

Yes; they were quite active. A colored woman
is said to have stood on the corner of 35th Street
and Wabash Avenue and to have incited colored
boys to throw stones at the white passersby. Two
colored women, Emma Jackson and Katie Elder
have both becn indicted for the murder of a white
man named Harold Dragnatello. They are being
held without bonds. One white woman shot a
colored man near 35th Street and Wabash Avenue.

6. Give numbers of arrests according to races.

It seems that colored predominzte greatly, but
cannot give even an approximate number of arrests.
The grand jury, however, thus far has indicted 52
colored and 3 white rioters. You may be interested
to hear that after the grand jury had returned their
first 17 indictments, all of which were colored, they
demanded that the State’s attorney bring forward
some white cases or else dismiss them from further
duty. The following day the State’s attorney and
Judge Crowe instructed them as to their duties and
they resumed their work. :

7. What national or racial groups among the whites
took part?

American whites, Irish, Italians, Poles—or who?
American whites and Irish particularly, and all of
foreign groups employed at stockyards, principally
Lithuanians and Poles.

8. What weapons were used by Negroes? Where
is it supposed that the Negroes got the weapons from?

Everything from a knife to a machine gun. A
white alderman stated in the City Council that he
had been reliably informed that the Negroes had
1000 army rifles and enough ammunition to last for
years if used in guerilla warfare. It is known that
a few Negroes broke into the Cadet School at
Wendell Phillips and secured in the ncighborhood
of 100 rifles. They broke into the 8th Regiment
Armory too, but did not find anything. Most of
the discharged soldiers have guns obtained while
in service. Pawnshops were looted and quite a bit
of ammunition was procured from Gary, Ind.

9. Describe the behaviour of the white policemen
ana the white soldiers stationed in the Negro district?

Prior to the riot there was a feeling that the
white policemen were in sympathy with the law-
less whites who were committing bomb outrages
and other injustices against the colored. The action
of the white officer in refusing to arrest Stauber
was deemed characteristic of the conduct of white
officers. On Monday evening, the second day of
the riot, white officers wantonly injured or perhaps
killed a half dozen or more colored persons by
shooting promiscuously into a crowd at 35th and
Wabash, merely because one mounted officer was
knocked off his horse by a brick, which it was
claimed, was not aimed at him but at a passing
truck. One colored man, incensed by their coward-
ly action, walked out into the street with an auto-
matic and shot several of the white officers. He
was not hit by any of the bullets from the officer’s
guns and has not been captured. His name is not
known, of course. On the following evening two
or more mounted policemen were killed by snipers
at 23rd and State Streets. After these incidents the

To what extent? De-
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behavior of the white officers was splendid.

The white soldiers fraternized with the colored
residents of the district which they patrolled from
the very beginning and not a single hostile act has
been charged to them against the colored. On the
other hand a white man was killed by soldiers at
63d Street and Cottage Grove.

10. Did any Negro leader suggest the use of the
8th lllinois? If not. why not?

Yes. Dr. Bentley, a member of the N. AL AL C. P,
and a very prominent dentist of color, was in a
conference with Gov. LLowden when the suggestion
was made (whether the suggestion came directly
from him I can’t say) and the Governor threw up
both hands and said that it would never do. Some,
who evidently didn’t hear of this conference,
thought that the reason no effort was made to use
the 8th was because it was not organized. It is
reported that quite a few of the former members
of the 8th acted independently and did everything
in their power to quell the rioters. Others part-
icipated in raiding parties in the white districts.

11. How did the political situation affect the riot?

Not at all, in my opinion. Quite a few of our
would-be-leaders tried to make political capital
out of it.

12. Wiy was the Mavor so reluctant to ask for the
use of the troops?

Evidently considered it a reflection upon his ad-
ministration not to be able to cope with the situa-
tion. Did not want martial law, but when the situ-
ation grew serious was compelled to effect a com-
promise by asking the Governor to send troops to
“assist” police force. We have never had martial
law and soldiers have been recalled. Perhaps you
have heard of the ditference between Mayor
Thompson and Gov. Lowden. I am not prepared
to say, however, that that had anything to do with
the Mayor’s failure to ask for the troops souner.
Ed Wright, Assistant Corporation Counsel, told
me that he advised the Mayor against calling for
the troops, because he felt that they would line up
with the lawless whites, as they did in East St
I.ouis. Thompson excuses himself for not being
able to handle the situation because he has always
maintained that our police force was inadequate.
As a consequence, provision has been made for a
thousand more officers.

13. Did the delayed use of the troops benefit or
injure the Negro cause? Explain why, if yvour answer
is yes or no.

Benefited it. While the delaved use of troops
caused the loss of many innocent lives, colored as
well as white, it afforded an opportunity for the
Negroes to impress upon the whites their readiness,
willingness, and eagerness to fight the thing
through.

14. What relation has the housing problem to the
riot?

Inability to house migrants in colored districts
merely furnished another point of friction between
whites and blacks and thus served to accentuate an
already acrimonious feeling. I am of the opinion,
however, that had there been ample space for the
migrants in colored districts, a great many colored
people would still have moved into white districts
and the same feeling would have been present.

15. What did the Negro preachers and Negro lead-
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ers do? Especially go into activities of Roscoe Conkling
Simmons and the Negro aldermen and assemblymen
there.

Preachers and persons engaged in welfare work
met daily during and since the riot in an attempt to
handle emergency matters. Preachers were espe-
cially active in making statements to the press stat-
ing the Negro's point of view and counselling order.
Preachers, aldermen and assemblymen had con-
terences with the Mayor, Chief of Police and re-
presentatives at the stockyvards. The Aldermen
were quite active in relief work and secured from
various sources rations for thousands of needy col-
ored families. The bread line was very much in
evidence. Alderman Anderson vigorously protest-
ed against the introduction of a “zoning” resolu-
tion m the City Council and succeeded. 1 have
scen or heard nothing of Simmon's activities except
from his own lips. He was away from the citv
most of the time and came back just in time to
help a few needy families.

16.  Describe the press reporting, both white and
Negro.

The white press, with the exception of the
Tribune and possibly the Post, was exceptionally
fair. The Hearst papers and the Daily News dis-
tinguished themselves for fairness. The colored
papers were so acrid that they were threatened with
suppression. With regards to news reports of the
colored papers, I think they were in the main sec-
ond-hand.

17. What do you think of the rumor that Negroes
burned down those houses?

Nothing to it. It seems almost incredible that
Negroes should be able to pass soldiers who were
patrolling that district without being detected. The
houses burned were far removed from the colored
districts,. No Negroes have been arrested in con-
nection with the crime. Of course, it was quite
clever for the owners to charge the burning to riot-
ous Negroes so that thev might get damage from
the city.

18.  Your opinion as to how the riot will affect future
relations between the races.

The riot will make the future relations between
the races decidedly better. It will bring about "a
meeting of the minds” to the effect that the colored
man must not be kicked about like a dumb brute.
Our white friends, seeing the danger that hesets
the nation, will become more active in our cause,
and the other whites will at least have a decent re-
spect for us hased on fear.

“EXHIBIT A~
CAUSE OF RIOT

The riot was precipitated Sunday afternoon while
the beaches were crowded with white and colored
bathers. At 20th Street and the I.ake Shore a col-
ored boy on a raft crossed, or was carried by the
wind. into the territory arbitrarily established
for the white bathers. The boy was stoned and
was seen to fall into the water. The whites re-
fused either to rescue him or to permit his rescue
by colored persons. A white man by the name of
Stauber was pointed out to a white patrolman as
the person responsible for the boy’s death. The
policeman refused to make the arrest, and the
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crowd seized and pummelled him. They gave

chase to Stauber, caught him and caused his arrest.

The crowd became infuriated by the failure of
the white patrolman to make the arrest and the
brutality of Stauber in attacking the boy. DPolice
reserves were dispatched to the scene. A colored
policeman shot and killed a colored rioter after
secing him fire upon a fellow white officer. News
of the incident spread and soon a free-for-all fight
was on. By Sunday night the situation spread to
white and colored sections and both white men and
Negroes were heaten. On Monday colored people
were mobbed, dragged off the cars, (particularly at
transfer points in white districts) wantonly fired
at from flying automobiles, and stoned and beaten
into unconsciousness going to and from work. In
the colored sections, policemen were seized and
beaten, and an ineffective police force tried in vain
to disperse the crowds of colored men numbering
as high as 5000. Mobs gathered on corners in
white and colored sections, waylaving and beating
members of the opposite race. Glass in the win-
dows of business places was wantonly smashed
and white and colored people were ejected from
street cars. l.ate Monday the riot spread to the
Stockyards District where colored men were not
permitted to leave their work except under heavy
guard. During the early morning Tuesday, two
colored men were killed in the loop and scores
chased and wounded. It is reported that a colored
woman with a baby in her arms was attacked and
that both were killed. A small Negro section on
the North side has been invaded and in many of
the outlying districts where Negroes are in the
minority violence has resulted in one or more
deaths. No information has come to us of the
bombing of homes or other property owned or
occupied by Negroes since the riot began. Though
the immediate cause was the refusal of police to
make the arrest following the stoning of the boy on
Sunday, and of the white bathers to permit the col-
ored pcople to rescue the boy, the general feeling
of unrest which has been hovering over Chicago
for two or more months is undoubtedly at the bot-
tom of the present outbreak. The bombing of
homes of colored persons who have recently moved
into white districts, an attempt to enforce segrega-
tion by certain real estate agents and organizations
with which they are connected, the unwarranted
killing of Negroes in outlying districts, the recur-
rence of violence in Washington Park and the
widespread belief on the part of Negroes that the
police have winked at these conditions, are admit-
tedly the responsible factors.

AN EXPLANATION

We wish to commend the editor of the “Chicago
Searchlight” upon repudiating an interview given
out by the managing editor of the Searchlight on
the Chicago riots. The interview referred to, ap-
peared in the Tribune of New York and Chicago,
July 30th. It was clearly a case of a small Negro
trying to go big in the white capitalist press.
Nothing was so clear in the interview which we
ourselves read, as that the managing editor of the
Searchlight, who was attending the Columbia Sum-
mer School, knew nothing of the fundamental causes
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of the riot. But it has become the habit for many
vears that small Negroes felt that thev could do
the Booker Washington act, by making an Atlanta
compromise speech, and get Carnegie or someone to
eive them a fortune, or at least put them into a
good job. No respectable Negro paper can afford
to allow such attempts to capitalize its good name
to go unchallenged. We extend congratulations to
the editor of the Searchlight, for courageously re-
pudiating the managing editor, who, we hope, has
more ability to manage the business of a publication
than he has to give interviews which have to do
with political science.

THE HIGH COST OF LIVING

In the President’s message to Congress on the
high cost of living he offered, as a basis for its
solution, the extension of the Food Control Act to
peace times, licensing corporations engaged in in-
terstate commerce, a law regulating cold storage,
additional funds for government agencies which can
supply information regarding prices, and early rati-
fication of the peace treaty. Executive measures
include limiting and controlling wheat shipments,
credits to facilitate the purchase of wheat abroad,
sale of surplus food stuffs and clothing in the hands
of the government, and forcing withdrawal from
storage and the sale of surplus stocks in private
hands.

The president sums up by remarking gravely, in
his characteristic circumlocutory style, upon the
state of world affairs, and counsels quietude and
the “meeting of the minds” of labor and capital to
discuss the problem of wages. That this will not
stop the shrinking of the waistline of the working
people, is too obvious to need comment. It was
Woodrow Wilson, who said in his book entitled,
“The New Freedom,” that “the masters of our gov-
ernment are the combined capitalists and manu-
facturers who have erected upon the forms of de-
mocracy an invisible empire.” Tt is plain from the
foregoing quotation that Mr. Wilson recognizes
the helplessness of Presidents and Congresses be-
fore the mighty Oligarch of Capital. Yet as the
nominal pilot of the ship of state, he must pro-
ceed, through indirection, to weave a net-work of
deception by granting an apparent concession, here
and there, to labor, by economic makeshifts and
patchwork, at the behest of his capitalist masters,
in order that the bark of capitalism may weather
the rising storm of social revolution. ‘T'his is an
erroneous belief, however. Economic relief will not
hold back but, on the contrary, it will accelerate
the coming of the revolution. Here is the dilemma
in which the high priests of capitalism find them-
selves. If labor's demands are not met, labor will
revolt; if labor’s demands are satisfied, it will still
revolt. IFor the more labor gets, the more it wants,
and the more it is able to secure. The law is: dis-
content increases with social improvement. Hence
capitalism’s doom is being written by the pen of
its own apparent justice.

The Federal Trade Commission makes its be-
lated findings that “high prices cannot be justified.”
It is reported that warehouses are bursting open
with all sorts of supplies to the value of
$1,500,000,000 awaiting shipment to foreign mar-






liloquy: “I tremble for my coun-
try when I reflect that God is
just!” The statement in the
Declaration of Independence that
“all men are created free and
equal” meant “all white men.”

The Constitution also recog-
nized and upheld the institution
of slavery, for slavery continued
73 years after its adoption. The
Supreme Court of the United
States re-entrenched the institu-
tion in the “Dred Scott Decision”
of 1847. It gave political power
and sanction to slavery. It per-
mitted five slaves to be counted
as three white citizens, and upon
this basis representation in Con-
gress was increased for the
South.

This brings us to the Civil
War, the inevitable consequence
of slavery. The length and bit-
terness of the Civil War in which
the problem of slavery was up-
permost, fanned the fires of race
hatred. The South hated the
slave because it feared his
revolt. The rebellions of Gabriel,
Denmark Vesey and Nat Turner
justified their fears, while John
Brown’s raid intensified their ap-
prehensions. Hatred against the
Negro grew in the North, be-
cause it was felt that white sol-
diers were giving their lives for
Negro slaves. This feeling was
manifested by the New York
riots, and the dragging of
William Lloyd Garrison through
the streets of Boston.

Reconstruction

Reconstruction still further
fanned the flames of race preju-
dice. The 13th, 14th and 15th
Amendments to the Constitution,
were resented by the South. The
Freedman’s Bureau, the Force
Bill, the Sumner Civil Rights
Bill and the Military Bill—meas-
ures adopted in the interest of
the Negroes—were indignantly
repelled by the Southern whites
along with their Northern white
sympathizers. The South retali-
ated with the Black Code and
Vagrancy laws, the Klu Klux
Klan, the Tissue Ballot and
Bloody Shirt. It rejected the
13th, 14th and 15th Amendments.
Finally, however, when these
amendments were ratified by the
necessary votes of other states,
the white South, reluctantly and
sullenly, submitted along with
its Northern supporters which
were very large, as shown by the

States of New York, New Jersey,-
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and Ohio (great abolition states)
withdrawing their ratification of
the 14th Amendment.

Wage Slavery

The industrial revolution had
prepared the way for the aboli-
tion of slavery by the introduc-
tion of labor saving machinery.
The abolition of chattel slavery
paved the way for the next step—
wage slavery. It marked the
passing of Feudalism and the in-
troduction of capitalism in the
United States. Coming fast upon
the heels of slavery, however,
there were relics of the old order,
which manifested themselves in
the transition period. These were
peonage, tenant-farming, the
crop-lien system, the Black code
and the vagrancy laws. These

- bring us to the consideration of

the economic causes of mob vio-
lence and race wars.

First, what are economic
causes? By economic causes, we
mean material gains which are
the motor-forces of individual
and social actions. For instance:
A Jewish and an Irish lad were
fighting and they were calling
each other all kinds of humiliat-
ing names. Presently, along
came two passersby who specu-
lated as to the cause of the fight,
giving various religious and sen-
timental reasons. But upon in-
quiry they were informed by the
Irish lad that the D—Jew had his
foot on his nickle. Thus you see,
not race nor religion, but the
crass, materialistic, economic fac-
tor—the nickle—was the sound
reason for the scrap.

As to our first proposition, the
economic cause, we maintain that
the capitalist system is the funda-
mental cause of riots. By the
term capitalist system, we mean,
in short, the exploitation of hu-
man labor-power and the natural
resources of the country, for pri-
vate profits.

This is a system under which
the tools with which the laborer
works and the raw material upon
which he works are owned by
private individuals. Now our
capitalist system expresses itself
in different forms in different sec-
tions of the country. For in-
stance, in the East, factories, rail-
roads and steamships are the
paramount economic factors; in
the West, mining, railroads and
steamships; and in the South, cot-
ton plantations, lumber mills,
turpentine and railroads. The

15

banking institutions of the South,
which extend loans to poor
black and white farmers, are the
channels through which the com-
modities of the industries find
their way to their local, national
and world markets. Out of these
industrial arrangements have
grown certain socio-economic
conditions, namely, peonage, the
crop-lien system, tenant-farming
and peasantry, which are the
more immediate causes of lynch-
ing.

First, what is peonage? Peonage
is a system of serfdom, the prin-
ciple of which is, that if an em-
ployee owes his master he must
continue to serve him until the
debt is paid, the only escape be-
ing that if another employer is
willing to come forward and as-
sume the debt, the employee is
allowed to transfer his obligation
to the new master. In practice
the system amounts to vassalage,
inasmuch as the debt is usually
allowed to reach a figure which
there is no hope of paying off.

Now how is this system main-
tained? During the Reconstruc-
tion Period the Negro tasted and
became intoxicated with the new
wine of freedom and was loath
to return to the farm, under con-
ditions, in many instances, worse
than slavery. Unsophisticated
Negroes looked wistfully for the .
promised “mule and forty acres.”
But lumber must be cut, cotton
must be picked and turpentine
must be dipped. In short, profits
must be made. Negroes must
work or be made to work, besides
they must work cheaply.

Thus the “black code” and
vagrancy laws of the South.
These laws provided for the im-
prisonment of all Negroes who
had no visible means of support.
The result is that, hordes of un-
employed Negroes are hustled off
to jail and the convict camps.
Their fines are paid by the lum-
ber, cotton and turpentine opera-
tors; they are assigned into their
custody; put to work at starva-
tion wages, besides being com-
pelled to trade at the company’s
store, which prevents their ever
getting out of debt. They are
also compelled to sign certain
labor contracts, the non-perfor-
mance of which the state laws
make a crime. And as a white
planter himself tells the story:
A planter can arrest a man upon
the criminal charge of recéiving
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largely a scab. This, of course,
was due chiefly to the short-
sighted position of organized
white labor. Nevertheless, his
scabbing created great hostility
between the races. Within the
last decade, however, there has
been a movement from the com-
petition of black and white work-
ers to the unionism of black and
white workers.

The I. W. W. prohibit discrim-
ination on account of race or
color in the first clause of their
constitution, and they carry it
out in practice. The recent con-
vention of the American Federa-
tion of Labor held in Atlantic
City, went on record as favoring
the organization of all Negro
workers. In addition to this, the
Negroes have shown a marked
tendency  toward  unionizing
among themselves. They have
formed the National Brotherhood
Association of America, which is
an organization on the order of
the United Hebrew Trades. (Just
as the Hebrew Trades was organ-
ized to protect Jewish workers,
so the National Brotherhood As-
sociation was organized to pro-
tect Negro workers.) At the con-
vention of the Virginia State
Federation of Labor in Alexan-
dria. Va., June of this year, 30
Negroes were seated and took an
active part in the proceedings.
Everywhere the white and black
workers show signs of co-opera-
tion in combining against the
common enemy— Capitalism.
This, naturally, breeds its coun-
ter-irritaht—the attempt, on the
part of capital, represented in the
banks. railroads, manufacturers,
..packers and mine owners, to
divide the workers —to get the
black and white working dogs to
fichting over the bone of race
prejudice in order that they, the
vellow capitalist dogs, may get
away with the meat. And this
illustration carries with it more
than the figure. It is very apt,
for it is literally true.

In Chicago, the riots grew out
of the figcht between the packers
and the workers. There are
about 60,000 workers in the pack-
ing industry. Of these workers,
it is estimated that about 15,000
or 18,000 are colored. They were
just on the verge of organizing
to get more wages, shorter hours
and decent working conditions.
About 6,000 Negroes had already
joined the union. For all of them
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to join the union would enable
the workers, by calling a general
strike, to paralyze the entire in-
dustry and to secure their de-
mands. If the workers secured
their demands, it would greatly
lessen the $120,000.000 of profits
made by the “Big Five” pack-
ers in 1918. The more wages
for the workers the less profits
for the packers. This would
never do. Hence, something
must be done to prevent this
combination of black and white
workers. The race riot was the
most convenient and effective in-
strument at hand. Besides, the
riots in Washington and Chicago
were the best places for calling
them. Washington is the capital
and what happens there would be
heralded throughout the country
and world. This would inflame
the fecling between colored and
white persons in all other sections
of the country. Chicago, on the
other hand, is the second largest
city in the United States. And
particularly, it is the home of the
packing industry, and what hap-
pens there is second only to what
happens in the capital. While
what happens in the packing in-
dustry ramifies the industries
throughout the United States,
since the “Big Five” packers, ac-
cording to the latest report of the
Federal Trade Commission, con-
trol the manufacture of 775 com-
modities in the United States, and
Negroes are employed in very
nearly every one of these indus-
tries. The Chicago riot, there-
fore, struck the blow at the
unionism of black and white
workers in nearly every industry
in the United States. So much
for the economic causes of race
riots.

Now the question arises: what
other method shall be brought
into play? What other weapons
may be used? This brings us to
the psychological or contributory
causes.

Race Prejudice

The red embers of race preju-
dice are always smouldering in
America. To fan them for a mo-
ment is sufficient to start the fire.
Consequently, this vestige from
slavery was a good starting point
for the combined capitalists and
manufacturers in America to ig-
nite race wars.

Again, there are Southern
agents provocateurs in the

United States who are carrying

on a tireless and systematic
campaign, to poison public
opmnion against the Negroes.

They have Southern clubs in
every big college of the North,
East and West and Southern
societies in the big cities. No one
would know the significance of a
Northern, Eastern or Western
club, but everyone immediately
understands the purpose of the
Southern Club. The average
Southerner still sullenly broods
over the lost cause. The progress
of the Negro rankles in his breast
and he would secede tomorrow
to maintain his reactionary and
bourbon traditions. They carried
their propaganda to France, and
disseminated the falsehood that
Negroes, like monkeys, had tails.

Newspapers carry inflammatory
headlines about alleged crimes of
Negroes. The rape of white
women is invariably played upon.
Approbrious terms are used such
as ‘“nigger,” darky,” ‘‘coon,”
“black burly brute,” etc. Papers
like the Washington Post even
announced mobilization almost
at the doors of the “White
House.” The Chicago Tribune be-
comes more inflammatory than the
Atlanta Constitution. The New York
Times writes viciously about the
inferiority of the Negro.

The schools in the United
States are largely segregated,
which reduces the contact be-
tween colored and white chil-
dren to the minimum. Biased and
mischievous histories are writ-
ten—histories which distort the
facts about Negroes in every
phase of American life. In Vir-
ginia, the history used in the
schools is written by General
Robert E. Lee’s grand-daughter.
Alleged scholars like Professor
John Burgess of Columbia Col-
lege in his Reconstruction and
the Constitution and Albert
Bushnell Hart in the Southern
South show lamentable ignorance
of the problems they are discuss-
ing, while the former is as violent
and rabid as Vardaman and Hoke
Smith might be. Franklin H.
Giddings, Professor of Sociology
in Columbia, on Friday, August
Ist, makes frequent use of the
term “darky” in a class com-
posed of colored and white
teachers. Dr. Miller of Bellevue
Hospital, in 1914, used the term
“darky” in the class room of the
New York School of Philan-



thropy. The Spectator, the offi-
cial organ of Columbia, in a lead-
ing editorial endorses and de-
fends the use of the term “darky.”
Numbers of colleges like Prince-
ton, John Hopkins, West Point,
Annapolis, the latter two of which
are government schools, refuse
admission to colored students. In
nearly all of the large white uni-
versities, Negroes ore excluded
from the dormitories. Again
school equipment is inadequate
for both whites and blacks in the
south. John R. Commons of
Wisconsin University points out
that in 1910, $2.22 and $4.92 were
spent on the Negro and white
child respectively in the South. In
Washington, D. C,, in 1913, de-
spite the fact Negroes comprised
30 per cent of the school popula-
tion, they received only 10 per
cent of the school appropriation
for equipment. And a member of
the Chicago City Council in 1918,
introduced a bill for segregated
schools.

The church is usually reaction-
ary. The Presbyterian Church in-
vested $93,000 in the slave trade.
In 1830, all the white churches
met in conference in Charleston,
S. C., and issued a manifesto
stating that a Negro had no soul.
The Church was a bulwark of
slavery. It taught them “servants
obey your masters.” It preaches
a doctrine of humility. It is sel-
dom that a white minister
preaches a sermon against lynch-
ing. In the Negro church, the
ministers are largely ignorant,
venal or controlled. (There are
certain marked exceptions, of
course.) The disgraceful “Mitch-
ell Slush Fund” in the campaign
of 1917, stained the character of
every Negro minister in New
York, with the exception of one
or two.

The screen and stage also
arouse race prejudice. “The Birth
of a Nation,” based on Thomas
Dixon’s Clansman, did much to
prepare the American mind for
race riots and lynchings, “Pride
of Race” (which ignorant Negroes
knew no better than to produce
themselves), was propaganda
against race equality. “The Nig-
ger” was a play of similar type.
Previous to this, the Clansman
had been presented throughout
the United States. The black face
comedian is another menace to
harmonious race relations. The
Negro is always shown in the
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capacity of an inferior. He is
making fun—the lowest form of
pleasure. Those who see come-
dians like Bert Williams, Al Jol-
son, Lew Dockstadter, Al G.
Fields and other black faced co-
medians, acting the part of buf-
foons and clowns do not generally
see Negroes in their best light.
They regard the presentation on
the stage as typical. And one
who is constantly shown as a
clown, thief, gambler, or crap-
shooter, gets eventually the
stigma of an inferior. This so-
called American Negro music,
such as, plantation songs and old
spirituals, sung by the Fisk Jubi-
lee Singers, the Hampton and
Tuskegee Quartettes, has been
more funny than musical. Be-
sides it has served to instill the
spirit of servility into Negro
youths.  Capitalists contribute
large sums of money to these in-
stitutions, because they know that
if they can get the black and
white workers to singing slave
songs, they can more successfully
rob them, for they cannot think
about their own interests. The
stage and screen, then, have done
a big part to create and crystalize
race prejudice. Part of the race
prejudice is vicious and grows
out of the contempt in which an
inferior is held.

To sum up: First, how has the
press caused riots? The South-
ern press has been controlled by
the regnant economic forces in
the South. Their editorial and
news policies have been so ad-
justed as to suit the Southern
plutocracy. Here, again, it is ap-
parent that he who controls the
bread and butter will also control
and shape the ideas. Newspapers
like the Atlanta Georgian have
carried such headlines: “A Sub-
ject for the Stake,” “Lynch the
Brute,” “Lynch the Wretch.”
During the Atlanta Race Riot,
September 22, 1916, the Atlanta
Evening News carried inflamma-
tory headlines which fanned the
fires of race prejudice.

Second, the church is the recip-
ient of large contributions from
the financial rulers of the South
and naturally preaches the Christ-
ianity of profits.

In very truth the beneficiaries
of a system cannot be expected to
destroy it. Hence, the Methodist
Church split over the issue of
slavery (which was an economic
question pure and simple) into
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North and South, in 1860. The
Church of the South prayed and
preached for the victory of the
cotton kings. The Church of the
North blessed and annointed the
industrial capitalists.

Third, the most important so-
cial institution of the South is
controlled by legislators who are
controlled by political parties
which are, in turn, controlled by
financial lords who recard it safer
and more profitable to keep the
common people, white and black,
in virtual ignorance and super-
stition, because ignorant people
don’t strike for higher wages and
better working conditions. So
that the school terms, in some
parts of the South, last for only
three months. The educational
appropriation of the Southern
states is the lowest paid in any
section of the country. The
slave states appropriate $2.22 for
cach Negro pupil per year and
$4.92 for each white.

This but indicates the low so-
cial state of both races in the
South.

Fourth, the propinquity of the
races in the South has, undoubt-
edly, operated to accentuate the
feeling of race prejudice.

This doubtless is due to the ex-
treme oppositeness of physical
characteristics. Of course, the
racial differences are not a cause,
but an occasion, for race strife.
The social mind of the South is
the product of a peculiar environ-
ment. For instance, the social
heritage of slavery and the Re-
construction Period still rankles
in the bosom of Southern society.
And the attack of a Negro on a
white person, the doctrine that the
Negro is a hewer of wood and a
drawer of water; the Bible cita-
tion of Canaan in proof; the doc-
trine of the white man’s superior-
ity preached by political, religious
and journalistic demagogues to
the poor, ignorant whites; the
doctrine of the sacredness of the
Southern white woman shown by
the Southern white man’s chival-
ry toward her in public convey-
ances, combined with the ignor-
ance and superstition of the com-
mon whites and blacks, has a
tremendous psychological and
emotional power in occasioning
lynching. We say occasioning be-
cause the cause lies deeper. They
are the fuse. The magazine is the
capitalist system. Most anything
in the South may be the occasion



20

of lvnching. It may be a “well-
dressed” Negro in country dis-
tricts, the use of the word “yes”
by a Negro to a white man, ask-
ing a white woman for the name
of a street, the fighting of a col-
ored and white boy, and the use
of good English to white folks. A
very conspicuous characteristic of
the South is its hyper-sensitive-
ness. There still persists the duel.
Homicides are more numerous
than in any other part of the
country. When the sister of a
voung white man or daughter of
a father is fooled by another white
man, scldom is recourse made to
courts, but the accused is general-
ly shot down like a dog in the
open strects.
Political Causes

Political causes are back of the
riots also. Negroes are largely
disfranchised. They cannot take
political revenge upon those who
make and administer the law.
Consequently, police are careless
and indifferent about giving them
protection. The police system
is controlled, as a rule, by the
mayor, and the mayor is elected
by the party, and the party is
controlled by those who make up
the campaign funds. And the
Negro comes nowhere in this
chain. The fact that he votes in
Chicago. does not alter the case.
because of his relative numbers.
(‘There are about 30 white per-
sons to every Negro.) Another
political reason for the riots was
the desire on the part of the pass-
ing Democratic administration to
get some anti-Negro legislation
enacted. Immediately the race-
riot in Washington, ID. C. began.
Senator Harrison of Mississippi.
introduced a bill for jim-crow
cars in Washington. A represen-
tative from Arkansas introduced
a bill against the inter-marriage
of the races. Moreover, the
Northern and Western states are
threatening to penalize the South
for forcing prohibition on the
country. by reducing her repre-
sentation i the coming appor-
tionment, by enforcing the 14th
and 15th Amendments. So the
South feels that if sufficient race
prejudice can be stirred up in the
North, it will act toward chang-
ing opinion for the enfranchise-
ment of the Negro.

Social Causes

Social causes are always present
where there are social diseases.
Race riots are symptoms of social
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diseases. Segregation is a long
standing American social disease.
It lessens the contact between
the races. It prohibits harmony
between the races through such
methods as the jim-crow car, dis-
crimination in public accommoda-
tion, residential segregation and
laws against inter-marriage. The
prohibition of an act creates the
desire to perform that act. A strik-
ing example of the proof of this
principle is the relation between
the races in the South. There the
races are segregated in every way
as they are in no other part of the
world, and yet the feeling is
worse. In the North, there is
more contact, despite consider-
able discriminations, and the feel-
ing is much better than in the
South. In countries like France,
where there is absolutely no dis-
crimination, the f{eeling is as har-
monious, cordial and kindly be-
tween white and black persons as
among white persons themselves.
The housing problem has also
been productive of friction. Ne-
gro migration created a fertile
field for real estate speculators.
With its many advantages there
were certain concomitant evils.
1t enabled the real estate specu-
lators to exploit both whites and
Negroes. The whites had to pay
higher rents and they had to go
into worse quarters. The Negroes,
too. had to pay higher rent and
were forced to convert their
quarters in to lodging houses in
order to pay the rents. The de-
privation of one’s home is irritat-
ing and engenders strife and ill-
will against those who replace
them. This gave rise to bombing
of Negro homes purchased in
former white sections of Chicago.

Military Causes

[.astly, military causes have not
been without their effect in the
production of race riots. For four
and one-half years the religion of
violence had been taught to both
white and black people of Amer-
ica. War has engendered the
spirit of violence. The transition
from shooting a white German is
not very far from shooting a white
American. Besides, Negroes hate
American whites, but they almost
uniformly report that the Ger-
mans were among the fairest and
the best people they have ever
met. They like the Germans as
well as the French. Everybody
overseas was better to the Negro
soldier than the white American.

Hence the Negro returned with
vengeance and hatred for the
white American in his breast. He
noted the difference in the treat-
ment abroad from that he got at
home. The white American also
noted this difference. The Negro
favored it: the white American
disapproved of the French frat-
ernal spirit. Hence, the clash.
Upon returning home, the Negro
found conditions worse than when
he left, despite his fight to “make
the world safe for democracy.”
He is dissatistied with his reward
for his participation in the war.
Not knowing President Wilson,
he took him at his word. He
wants to make the world safe for
democracy, and is therefore deter-
mined to make America safe for
himself. He secured the knowl-
edge of the art and value of organ-
ization. And he is determined to
use this knowledge and art in the
interest of himself.

Effects

The spirit of independence of
Negroes has increased. because
with their inferior numbers they
feel that they have gotten the
better of the contest. The pre-
judice of the whites has increased
because they are not accustomed
to Negroes striking back. The
result is a social magazine which
may explode at any moment upon
lighting the fuse. Almost any-
thing might serve as the fuse,
such as, the use of the word “nig-
ger,” ““a fight between a black and
white boy,” Negroes owning fine
automobiles, purchasing fine hou-
ses in the so-called white neigh-
borhoods, accidentally stepping
on a white woman’s foot—ad in-
finitum.

The Remedy

What it is not. It is not se-
gregation. As pointed out above,
the South is segregated to the
(nth) power, yet there, feeling is
worse, mob violence, lynching,
and race riots most frequent.
Upon.the advent of white Amer-
icans in Europe with their se-
gregation measures between the
races, riots in L.ondon and Liver-
pool followed.

The solution will not follow the
meeting of white and Negro lead-
ers in love feasts. who pretend
like the African ostrich, that no-
thing is wrong, because their
heads are buried in the sand.

On the economic field, indust-
ry must be socialized, and land



must be nationalized, which will
thereby remove the motive for
creating strife between the races.
Black and white workers must
unite in the same unions, ask for
the same wages, same hours and
the same working conditions.
Identity of conditions between
the workers will do more to pro-
duce equality of citizenship than
any other force. Jevons the logic-
ian, aptly says: “Nothing happens
without a reason why it is so
rather than otherwise.” This is
true of large scale industry in the
United States. It does nothing
without a motive or a reason. It
would not be interested in the pro-
duction of race riots if no profits
were realized therefrom. The be-
neficiary of a system cannot be
relied upon to overthrow that sys-
tem. The workers only can be
relied upon consciously to de-
stroy the industrial autocracy iu
the United States.

Politically, all peoples must be
enfranchised without regard to
race, creed, sex or color.

Educationally, schools must be
revolutionized. Equal pay must
be granted to teachers with equal
equipment for school children.
This can be made secure by abol-
ishing segregation in the schools,
for when all children sit in the
same classroom, it is not possible
to discriminate in teachers equip-
ment. Besides, it produces the
spirit of fraternity. The curricu-
lum needs to be changed. More
econemics, history and sociology
and the physical sciences need to
be taught and less l.atin, Greek
and Bible.

The people must organize, own
and control their press.

The church must be converted
into an educational forum.

The stage and screen must be
controlled by the people.

Immediate Program

We recognize that the preced-
ing remedy is a comprehensive
and fundamental remedy which
may take years for attainment.
In the meantime, an immediate
program must be adopted to meet
the demands of the transition pe-
riod. Hence, we offer this im-
mediate program.

1. Physical force in self-defense.
While force is to be deplored and
used only as a last resort, it is in-
dispensable at times. The lesson
of force can be taught when no
other will be heeded. A bullet is
sometimes more convincing than

THE MESSENGER

NOTICE

LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, SO-
CIALIST BRANCHES, CHURCHES
AND CLUBS:

The Editors of THE MESSENGER
will be available for speaking dates
in the Eastern part of the country
from the 15th of September to the
last of October. They may be se-
cured on their tour through Norfolk,
Portsmouth, Newport News, Rich-
mond, Washington, Baltimore, Wil-
mington, Philadelphia, Newark,
Pittsburgh, . Buffalo and Rochester.

The Western tour will carry them
all the way to California and Wa-
shington. It will start sometime
during the last of December or the
1st of January, and cover a period of
approximately ninety (90) days.

All organizations are urged to book
their dates now. Write to the MES.
SENGER PUBLISHING CO., Inc.,
2305 Seventh Ave., New York City.
The Business Manager will supply
you with all particulars. The Editors
have prepared a series of interesting
and fundamental lectures upon sev-
eral burning topics of the day. The
State Secretary of the Socialist Party
of California has already invited
them to fill several dates. Don’t
delay—Write today.

Note: The Eduors of The Mes-
senger are instructors in economics
and sociology at the Rand School of
Social Science, New York City.

a hundred prayers, editorials, ser-
mons, protests and petitions. (The
resistance of Negroes in the race
riots just passed has been helpful
to the white and colored people
throughout the country.) It has
saved us in other cities from riots.
Negroes have shown that riots
hereafter will be costly and un-
profitable, and when you make a
thing unprofitable you make it
impossible.

2. Larger Negro police force.
A larger Negro police force in
Negro districts will help to keep
down riots. The behavior of the
police in all the race riots in the
United States has justified Ne-
groes in believing that the police,
so far from being impartial, were
t collusion with the white riot-
ers. A prompt and impartial ar-
rest of the aggressors in Washing-
ton and Chicago could have nip-
ped the riots in the bud. More-
over, Negroes understand the
psychology of Negroes better
than the Irishmen and Southern
white men who very largely com-

21

pose the police forces of the
cities. Negroes even receive no
protection from the militia or
army which is called out in order
to suppress the riots. In East
St. Louis the soldiers are report-
ed to have given their rifles to
the white rioters. And it is ob-
vious that you cannot expect pre-
judiced white soldiers and police-
men impartially to adjust the re-
lations between the races, when
they are a part of the race doing
the mobbing.

Finally, the courts of law must
indict both white and colored
without fear or favor, according
to their culpability. Besides, the
jury should be miade up of both
white and colored persons. How
can Negroes expect to get justice
from an all-white jury? In Chi-
cago, the jury has returned in-
dictments against 57 Negroes and
only 4 whites. Think of it! Ne-
groes are justified in regarding
the so-called Department of Just-
ice as a department of injustice,
where they are concerned. In
\Vashington, 200 Negroes have
been arrested, and only 20
whites, despite the fact that the
whites in Washington, as in Chi-
cago, are known to have begun
the riots.

Lastly, revolution must come.
By that we mean a complete
change in the organization of
society. Just as absence of in-
dustrial democracy is productive
of riots and race clashes, so the
introduction of industrial demo-
cracy will be the longest step to-
ward removing that cause. When
no profits are to be made from
race friction, no one will longer
be interested in stirring up race
prejudice. The quickest way to
stop a thing or to destroy an in-
stitution is to destroy the profit-
ableness of that institution. The
capitalist system must go and its
going must be hastened by the
workers themselves. The capital-
ists are the beneficiaries of race
riots. The workers are the losers
by race riots. The same is true
of war. The workers entail huge
burdens of expense and lose their
life and limb. Make wars unpro-
fitable and you make them im-
possible. This is the task of the
workers, white and black, and
especially the imperative duty of
the white workers by virtue of
their numbers, their opportunity
and their intelligent class con-
sciousness.






der to placate the Southern
whites, those who feared that the
Negro would justly use his milit-
ary training for his own benent,
the division was separated and
demoralized by being forined and
trained in units, hundreds and
thousands of miles apart. (It was
not considered safe enough to
mobilize the entire division in
one place until it was assembled
on the high seas in one convoy
bound for France.) By the end
of 1917, this organization. such
as it was, was complete. All the
staff officers with the exception
of a few adjutants and doctors
were white. These white staff
officers were almost invariably
from the South.

A foolish tradition of the Amer-
ican Army is that Negro soldiers
are best handled by Southern
white officers. These Southern-
ers usually make their inaugural
addresses among the soldiers by
telling them how well they un-
derstand Negroes. They under-
stood them so well that they had
once suckled black mammies’
breasts, they said. Major-General
Hay, of Florida, Colonel Moss of
Louisiana, Brigadier-General Er-
win of Georgia. and General
Blanding of Florida were of this
ilk. This positing of Southerners
has always been considered a ne-
cessary item in the organization
of black units in the American
Army.

It was stated by the War De-
partment that draftees would be
selected for branches of the ser-
vice according to their fitness.
Contrary to this representation,
some of the most ignorant and
physically disqualified Negroes in
the United States were assigned
to the 92nd Division. On one
occasion three hundred illiterates
from South Carolina were sent to
Camp Upton to form the nucleus
for the 351st Machine Gun Bat-
tallion! The machine gun is “‘the
great life taker and the great life
saver.” Unless men are well fit-
ted for this highly technical
branch of warfare they are more
likely to kill their own forces than
those of the enemy. The best
physical and mental material was
sent to the stevedores, command-
ed entirely by white commission-
ed and non-commissioned officers.
Yet, no effort whatsoever was
made by the general staff to bet-
ter the grade of men for the fight-
ing ranks. Emmett J. Scott re-
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mained guiltily silent.  The
92nd Division was over 40% il-
literate!

To make disorganization more
comriete the War Department ap-
lied a policy to the cnlored units
manifestly different from that for
the white. That policy is unhesi-
tatingly expressed by Lieutenant
General Bullard, in Volume 29 of
the Journal of Military Service.
He says, “Mistakes, injustices and
failure would result from his mak-
ing the same rules and methods
apply to the two races.”

As a further hindrance to
smooth organization, the War
Department refused to promote
colored officers. The fact that a
few officers were promoted in the
Divisional Ammunition Trair
may be due to the coolness and
manliness of Major Milton T.
Dean. a colored man. The Med-
ical Corps did promote a few doc-
tors also, hut these were said to
be, with a few exceptions, the
least meritorious. Such are the
facts which paved the way for the
failure of the Black Division in
both morale and accomplishment.

Such a signal failure in organ-
ization was bound to react on the
morale of the men who made
up the Division. To begin with,
Colonel C. C. Ballou. who was
then Commanding Officer of the
17th Provisional Training Regi-
ment at Des Moines was quick to
announce the policy of the War
Department. Ballou must not be
unduly blamed, as he was a tool
of the militaristic system which
made him and which he could not
oppose, if he wished to retain the
favor of the army chiefs. He
straightway represented as a mo-
del for the Des Moines candidate
the servile John Hanks Alexan-
der, one of the three colored gra-
duates of West Point. The moral
was that Alexander “knew how
to stay in his place.” If a colored
cadet must win a commission he
must follow the unmanly course
of giving up his rights and privi-
leges as a man. The shooting up
at Houston occurred about this
time. Inspector General Cham-
berlain appeared to warn the can-
didates that that affair might cost
them their commissions. Inci-
dentally, it was reported that Ser
geant Major Bruce Williams, the
noted trusty, was sent from Des
Moines to Houston to spy on
those who might have taken part
in the disorder. The training
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camp was then extended for one
month longer than was scheduled.
Many able candidates went to
their homes in disgust. The
whole school became dishearten-
ed and discouraged. The 92nd
Division was thus born in the
bitter travail of Fort DesMoines.

Negro leaders must also be
blamed for their lack of principle
and foresight. They too helped to
promote the general debacle. Dr.
George W. Cabaniss of Wash-
ington was an honest and con-
scientious man, of virtuous in-
tention, but "ignorant indirec-
tion, who devoted his services
gratituously to “his boys” at Des
Moines. But he was sadly duped
by Colonel Ballou. It may be
said that Dr. Cabaniss more than
any other single person led the
fight among prominent Negroes
and politicians in Washington for
the advancement of Ballou. Bal-
lou was finally made Command-
ing General of the 92nd Division.
That high priest of Negro serv-
ility, Robert Russa Moton, also
made an unfortunate trip to Des
Moines to speak to the school.
Half of his disgraceful, clownish
and asinine address was in praise
of Ballou while the other half was
an exhortation for Negroes to
keep in their places. It is stated
on good authority that Moton
was also one of those who advo-
cated at Washington the fitness
of Ballou to lead the Negro Di-
vision. After counsel with Mo-
ton, Ballou felt justified in is-
suing Bulletin 35. Emmett ]J.
Scott, Special Assistant to the
Secretary of War, made an add-
ress at the closing exercises of the
training school which was a mas-
terpiece of nothingness. Other re-
actionary Negroes who came to
Des Moines with a message of
praise for the army and confid-
ence in Ballou were Dr. R. R.
Wright of the State Normal
School of Georgia and the Rev.
H. H. Proctor of Atlanta.

Again, Negro infantry officers
were indiscriminately assigned to
artillery, machine gun and other
units in which they had no train-
ing. A graduate of the Sheffield
Scientific School was sent to the
infantry and a senator’s butler,
commissioned by graft, was as-
signed to the heavy artillery.
There was method in the War
Department’s madness. Officers
were eternally antagonized by
commanders such as Colonel



24

James A. Moss, who virtually or-
dered them not to exact salutes
from white soldiers. (The writ-
ers do not favor the salute.) There
was a general Jim-Crowing in
Y. M. C. A’s. Red Cross huts,
rest-rooms and messes.

Morale among the soldiers
reached a still lower ebb in
France. There continued an ex-

tension of the American brand of
race prejudice. Men were kept
out of school. Leaves to various
parts of I'rance were prohibited,
and an unusual amount of time
was spent in police duty instead
of military training. Instruction
was of an uncertain and vague
variety. There was a continual
change of staff officers. White
officers came from far and near
to the 92nd Division to get pro-
motions. Staff officers like Bart-
lett and Hay began to terrorize
Negroes by placing them under
arrest and transferring them
wholesale. Untrained colored of-
ficers were transferred as incom-
petent from the artillery and en-
gineers to the infantry. The Di-
vision was kept in training be-
yond the allotted length of time.
It was sent to the Vosges Sector
without proper equipment. It was
sent to the Argonne Forest with-
out training in the offensive,
without artillery, without rifle
grenades, without wire cutters
and without horses. No equip-
ment was furnished in full quota.
In the midst of active prepara-
tions, General Hay of Florida as-
sembled his brigade to tell the
soldiers to treat French women
like they had been made to treat
white women in America. Or-
ders were issued prohibiting Ne-
gro soldiers from entering the
homes of the French and from
talking with the women on any
subject whatsoever. Yet the
French civilians had at all times
affirmed that les noirs were the
most gentile of all the foreign
soldiers they had seen. The Ne-
gro haters circulated their anti-
Negro propaganda effectually
among the white American sol-
diers all over France. Even after
the armistice, soldiers were sub-
mitted to the most harsh and un-
necessary discipline. Leaves were
still further prohibited. The sole
charge of the divisional staff was
to make the life of the Negro sol-
dier unendurable. The cream of
the A. E. F. service, the oppor-
tunity to attend foreign univer-

THE MESSENGER
sities was denied to members of
the 92nd Division, by official or-
der from General Headquarters.
The Division was also purposely
kept out of the Army of Occupa-
tion. A cleverly worded general
order finally forbade any colored
officers of the organization from
remaining in France after the unit
had sailed back to the United
States.

It must not be forgotten that
slavish Negroes themselves were
quick to aid in this general break-
up of morale. No one backed up
the old military regime more than
Captain Walter Bruce Williams,
who, Dbefore the Division sailed
overseas, was among the members
of the 92nd Division the most sus-
pected, feared and hated colored
officer in the United States Army.
Captain John Russell, one of the
most brutally willful characters
that ever wore a uniform, out-
Prussianed the Prussians. Nor
must the strange reaction of such
men as Lieutenant Lucian V.
Alexis of Harvard and the savage
brutality of such officers as Lieu-
tenants Herbert H. Guppy and
Journee W. White be overlooked.
Such men forgot all principle and
judgment in their efforts to curry
favor with their superiar white
officers and to win promotions.
The creditable conduct of such
officers as Oscar C. Brown,
Charles H. Barbour, James W.
Jones, Eugene Gordon, Abraham
I.. Simpson, William H. Weare,
Thomas M. Dent, Louis Russell,
Louis T. Wright, William H.
Fearance and the Dawson Broth-
ers was almost negatived. In spite
of concerted efforts by such men
as Lorin O. Sanford and Joshua
W. Clifford to create a military
caste, by establishing retinues of
servants and arrogating to them-
selves haughty superiority over
enlisted men, the enlisted person-
nel of the Division nevertheless
considered their black officers the
best in the army. Soon after the
armistice, when the soldiers be-
gan to move westward, Robert
R. Moton again appeared on the
scene to add insult to injury. His
well known message to the sol-
diers was for them to return to
America in “an unassuming man-
ner.” With disorganization com-
plete and morale shattered, little
could Le expected of the Division
in the way of accomplishment.

Long before the Division went
to any front the enlisted person-

nel as well as the officers had lost
all faith, military and moral, in
such officers as Generals Hay
and Ballou, Colone! Greer and
Majors Norris, Elser, and Bull.
There were only a few white offi-
cers like Generals Barnum and
Sherburne, Colonel Jenks or Ma-
jors Appleton, Mitchell and Bug-
bee. For it is the staff officers
who are ultimately responsible for
the organization, morale and ac-
complishment of a division.

FFrom a military point of view
the one reason for the existence
of a military unit is success in
battle. The 92nd Division never
had its mettle tried. It cannot
be said that it either failed or suc-
ceeded in battle. The 368th In-
fantry was sent “over the top”
for the avowed purpose of dem-
onstrating a failure. For their
failure General Ballou should be
court-martialled. The St. Die
Sector was an easy defensive one.
The Marbache Sector was quiet.
The American military authori-
ties had purposely limited the
training and scope of the 92nd
Division, thus crippling its effect-
iveness for any creditable work.
Corps commanders played foot-
ball with the unit because no one
of them wanted it. Yet this Di-
vision cost the people of the Unit-
ed States nearly $4,000,000 per
month. It was a case of misman-
agement and exploitation by the
race haters and Southerners.

Nothing progressive could be
accomplished by the soldiers
while they were in the army. The
best of them hoped that their
leaders back home would be work-
ing in their interests while they
were on the front. Emmet ]J.
Scott, after many public allusions
to his integrity, kept few of his
promises. In the eyes of black
soldiers he was a disappointing
failure. We know of nothing of
value that Negro leaders did to
advance the cause of the race dur-
ing the war or to expose the pol-
icy of the United States Govern-
ment towards black soldiers.
Negro leaders like Dean Lewis B.
Moore of Howard University and
Dr. George E. Haynes of the
United States Bureau of Labor
were too busy turning the minds
of the colored people from the
real facts for them to see the cry-
ing issues. Dr. W. E. B. DuBois,
a leading Negro spokesman,
muffled in war becomes feeble in
peace. His reconstruction pro-



gram is a narrow, weak, and pue-
rile plan. And in the army itseli
leading colored officers have been
unable to save the colored soldier
and the colored officer from
being discredited. Many of them
thought it best to adopt a laissez-
faire policy. Ludicrously, the
most notable achievement of the
17th Provisional Training Regi-
ment Association has been the
purchase of a meaningless signet
ring for its members. The League
for Democracy, an organization
with creditable aims, has to this
day failed of accomplishment. It
is torn by internal strife. It lacks
the support of all groups. Mem-
bers of the 92nd Division have
even failed to get full fledged
membership in the Rooseveltian
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American l.egion. As a net re-
sult, the status of the Negro sol-
dier and officer is now lower than
it was immediately following the
Spanish-American War,

The 92nd Division therefore re-
turns home to find the United
States more undemocratic than
ever. Lynchings, riots, segrega-
tions, disfranchisements, discrim-
inations are more rampant than
even before the war. The color-
ed men gave their lives. their
health, their homes—their best
selves to the privileged classes of

America, England, France, Bel-
gium, Japan and Italy in this war.
They are enjoying none of the
profits. They get stigma. super-
added to their killed and wound-

Keep Your Mind on Other Peoples’ Troubles

S. E. Kiser
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cd. to their trench fect and fever,
to their lice and gas gangrene.
They fought for the alleged free-
dom of the seas. Freedom on land
is denied them. They fought for
alleged democracy. They reap
murder and rapine. The call is
clear. The economic system holds
the Negro down. It fosters race
prejudice and repression. The
cause must be removed. Remove
it by the force of arms exerted
in self-defense! Remove it by the
force of economic strength and
organization! Until then the Ne-
gro race in the United States as
a part of the labor class is doom-
ed to failure. It will surely fol-
low the funebrial path of the 92nd
Division.

Poor old Russia, ripped asunder,
Victim of unholy strife!

Red with blood and weak from plunder,
Gasping out her wretched life!

Do not come to plague or fret me
With your tales of nearer woes;

I must not be bothered; let me
Think of Russia’s dying throes!

Washington may turn to riot,
Blood may fill the sewers there,

But let’s try to keep it quiet—
That’s an every-day affair.

France and Belgium still require
All the help that we can lend;
Germany is in the mire,
Sinking swiftly to her end!
Can’t you hear the Slovaks calling?
Are you deaf to Poland’s pleas?

Poor Bohemia is crawling
Through disaster on her knees!
We must not forget their troubles;
Our own scattered bits of crime

Are as evanescent bubbles
Bobbing on the stream of Time.

Men are shooting one another
In the streets of Petrograd!
Same in Washington! Yes, brother,
But that isn’t half as bad.
Starving children cry for pity
Where the paths of war were burned;
So they cry in this fair city,
But we must not be concerned.
If the shackles we are wearing
Sometimes seem to hurt our wrists,

- We must try to keep from caring,

Or they’ll call us Bolshevists.

— Conrtesy N. Y. Admerican.
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Did ‘Bolshevism Stop Race Riots in Russia?

But for the fact that Poushkin,
Russia’s greatest poet, was of Ne-
gro descent and the further fact
that his descendants are a part of
the now deposed royalty of that
great country, the majority of
Negroes have little knowledge of
and still less interest in Russia.
Because of its rigorous climate
and its removal from close and
easy contact with the rest of the
world, particularly the tropics,
few Negroes have emigrated to or
travelled in Russia. Those who
have gone there, went as sailors,
body servants or theatrical per-
fcrmers.

The great war did more to fa-
miliarize the minds of the outside
world with Russian affairs than
all the lectures, histories and ge-
ographies had ever accomplished.
This is also true of Negroes.
They, like the rest of mankind,
viewed with astonishment the be-
wildering military successes and
reverses of Russia in the war
which finally terminated in the
destruction of the mightiest auto-
cracy in the world and the rise
of the proletariat—the common
working people—into power. To
the average Negro these various
historical events have no greater
significance than as passing phas-
es of human conduct. Few of
them are able to discover any
connection between themselves—
their future—and the new society
that is slowly but surely emerg-
ing from the alleged chaotic so-
cial and industrial conditions of
Russia. To them, and naturally
so, it is a very far cry from Ala-
bama to Turkestan, from the
West Indies to Archangel and
from Sierra Leone to Moscow.

The distances are too great and
the connections seemingly nebu-
lous. But despite this there is a
great connection between the fu-
ture of the Negro race the world
over and the success of the the-
ories—now under trial in Russia
—which are collectively known
as Bolshevism.

Comparing Old Russia with the
countries bent on the destruction
of Soviet Russia it will be no-
ticed that they stood for many
things in common—things that
benefitted those countries whilst
doing harm to “backward peop-
les” and subject races.

W. A. DOMINGO

England,” France, Portugal,
Belgium and the United States
are countries with iarge Negro
and other subject races under
their control who are varyingly
exploited economically, ostracized
socially, and powerless political-
ly. Czarist Russia resembled
those countries in that the Em-
pire was a congeries of various
subject races, such as Jews, Tar-
tars, Kalmuks, Poles, Armenians
and Lithuanians, who were dis-
franchised, oppressed and murder-
ed. When Czardom was over-
thrown and Bolshevism was es-
tablished the first thing done by
the new government was to pro-
claim the absolute equality of all
the races that occupied that vast
territory. This equality was not
theoretical, but was made practic-
al from the very start. As a re-
sult Trotsky, a Jew, became Min-
ister of War and Karl Peters, a
Lett, was made a Commissar.

So completely devoted to their
ideals of human equality and just-
ice were the Bolsheviki that they
immediately renounced sovereign-
ty over the portion of Persia, a
dark-skinned country, that had
been occupied by Russia in agree-
ment with Great Britain in 1906.
Be it noted that Great Britain, al-
though ostensibly fighting for de-
mocracy and the rights of small
nations, continued to occupy its
portion of Persia and vigorously
protested against the noble act of
national restitution done by So-
viet Russia.

As if to show to the Negro race
that justice and equality are only
possible under Bolshevism, an
American Negro named Gordon,
who had gone to Russia with the
American Ambassador to occupy
the dignified position of door-
keeper, became converted to Bol-
shevism and was elected to a high
official position in one of the Rus-
sian Communes. This was re-
ported in the World’s Work Ma-
gazine for October, 1918, and later
confirmed by the testimony given
by the Rev. George Simons of
Petrograd before the Overman
Congressional committee invest-
igating Bolshevism in America.
A cynic has said that perhaps the
deposition of Gordon from his
exalted position is the real reason
why President Wilson, a South-

erner, is waging war on Russia
without a formal declaration of
war by Congress.

Perhaps the greatest analogy
between Russia and the United
States can be found in the for-
mer’s treatment of Jews and in
the latter’s treatment of Negroes.
Under the autocratic Czar Jews
were treated in very much the
same manner as Negroes are
treated in the democratic United
States. They had no political
rights, they were segregated with-
in the Pale, and the avenues of
opportunity were closed to them.
Life to them was merely a cycle
of sorrow, oppression and despair.
Just as American Negroes have
had their Atlanta, East St. Louis,
Washington and Chicago, so had
the Jews of Russia their Kishi-
neff and other pogroms. Just as
Negro loyalty in wars has proven
futile as a deterrent or prevent-
itive of lynch law and oppression,
so did Jewish fealty to Russia
prove non-effective in abating
their persecution and suffering.

However, the great revolution
came and the Czar and the news-
papers that lied about Jews,
priests who condoned the persec-
ution of a weaker race and mili-
tary officers who inflamed the
tlood-lust of the common sol-
diers, were swept out of power.

In their place was established a
government led by men who had
suffered the scorn of the high and
the abuse of the lowly, men who
could understand and appreciate
the real causes of Jewish oppres-
sion. One of the first things that
the new government did was
sternly to suppress and punish
those of the old regime who re-
tained the old psychology of race
hatred if caught inciting the peo-
ple to start pogroms—race riots
—against Jews. After a few ex-
ecutions of lynchers and race-
rioters the Bolshevik government
succeeded in making Soviet Rus-
sia unsafe for mobocrats, but safe
for Jews and other oppressed
racial minorities.

According to latest, reliable re-
ports, such as those of Isaac Don
Levine of the New York Evening
Globe, Moscow and Petrograd
are safer for all their population—
Jew, Gentile and Infidel—than
Chicago and Washington have



recently been for their black in-
habitants. On the other hand, in
Poland, where Bolshevism does
not hold sway, an American Com-
mission is at present investigating
the recent massacre of Jews in
that recently reconstructed and
freed country. In Siberia, under
Kolchak, the Jewish population
see their daughters raped and men
slain by brutal soldiers who are
egged on by corrupt and fanatic-
al priests and anti-Bolshevists.
In Southern Russia the soldiers
of General Gregorieff, who, with
the support of the Allies, is re-
deeming Holy Russia (?) from
“barbarism,” have treated Odes-
sa to a saturnalia of Jewish blood
while the following clipping
speaks for itself as to conditions
in the Ukraine:

“The anti-Bolshevik Yiddish
‘Day,” of New York, has the fol-
lowing cablegram from its Eu-
ropean correspondent, N. Shifrin,
under date of July 11th:

Economic Conditions in St. Thomas,

The writer of this article, legislator,
musician, lecturer and race fighter
was born in St. Thomas, Virgin
Islands, United States of America,
Oct. 5, 1891, of very poor parents—
received an elementary education in
public schools and from the age of
ten, manifested strong tendencies to-
wards radicalism. At sixteen he
managed a brass band and conducted
an evening school, wherefrom the

In sending this article to the
press, it is the desire of the writer
to place before his readers con-
ditions as they are in the Virgin
Islands of the U. S. He requests
further that serious consideration
be given their needs, that impar-
tial investigation be made, there-
by enabling the readers better to
judge the reason why the intelli-
gent few are dissatished with said
conditions; and why they have
agitated and will continue to agi-
tate so that they may kindle in
the minds of their brothers and
sisters, not endowed with the
same keen perception, the true
light, which shall make manifest
the dire necessity for immediate
co-operation on all points, racial.
industrial and political. With the
proper point of view secured, the
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“Persons who have arrived in
Copenhagen tell about the cruel-
ties of Petlura’s soldiers of which
they have been eye-witnesses. At
the station Tchudnovolinsk, 36
Jews were killed in one car. In
Dubno, they saw 18 Jews execut-
ed in the market place. In Rovno
and Lutnik they find daily two
or three Jews murdered in their
houses. Under the Ukrainian So-
viet government no pogroms have
ever occurred anywhere.”

The lesson to be gained from
these numerous examples is that
racial oppression in its various
forms of disfranchisement, lynch-
ing and mob murder prevails in
non-Bolshevik Russia but has
been abolished in the territory
dominated by Lenine and his fol-
lowers. The Allies who are to-
day fighting Soviet Russia in the
name of freedom, have colonies
which they exploit, and sections
of their own countries in which
they at times permit the unre-
strained passions of white major-

By Rothschild Francis

students received tuition free of
charge. In 1916, he took the most
prominent part in the “Reform Move-
ment” of his island home—delivered
a series of lectures on history and
economics in 1917. During the winter
of 1918, some marines of the United
States Navy committed an unjustifi-
able outrage on the defenseless peo-
ple of St. Thomas, whereupon he be-
came one of the framers and signers

working people can then demand
(not beg) a change of conditions
for good in their island home.

Industrial Conditions of Old Or- -

der Still Present in New

Hitherto the scale wages per
day was as follows:

331/3 to 60 cents for cargo
men, ordinary laborers and clerks.
831/3 to $1.50 for mechanics.

16 2/3 cents for cooks.

10 cents for house servants.

From these small allowances
the working people were com-
pelled to pay rent, purchase food
and clothing for themselves and
families. They lived and at pres-
ent are living, in the majority of
cases, in rooms 12 feet by 10 feet,
which must serve as their recep-
tion, bath and sleeping apart-
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ities to run riot upon Negro min-
orities. In contrast to this racial
failure on the part of the sclf-
righteous Allies and non-Bolshe-
vik governments to protect small
racial groups it is noticeable that
all minorities are successfully pro-
tected in Soviet Russia.

The question naturally arises:
Will Bolshevism accomplish the
full freedom of Africa, colonies in
which Negroes are in the major-
ity, and promote human tolerance
and happiness in the United
States by the eradication of the
causes of such disgraceful occur-
rences as the Washington and
Chicago race riots? The answer
is deducible from the analogy of
Soviet Russia, a country in which
dozens of racial and lingual types
have settled their many differ-
ences and found a common meect-
ing ground, a country which no
longer oppresses colonies, a coun-
try from which the lynch rope is
banished and in which racial tol-
erance and peace now exist.

V. L, U. S A

of the famous “Open Letter to Rear-
Admiral James H. Oliver, the Gov-
ernor of the Virgin Islands.” April
23d this year, he was elected a mem-
ber of the City Council and is at
present a delegate to Washington,
D. C., with a mandate from the
Working People of St. Thomas for
presentation to the Congress of the
U. S.

ments, without pictures on the
walls. The furniture consisted in
many cases, of ordinary tables,
decorated with Queen Anne
lamps. For these horse stables,
landlords charge from $1.50 to $3
per month, and although our
hands helped to build them, we
are compelled to pay the costs
and interest at 200% for life time.
Our home libraries contain only
Bibles and Sankeys, and although
our newspapers then and now
cost only Zc. a copy, we could not
have afforded to take a monthly
subscription for 40c. without the
effect being disastrously felt. The
same condition, or even worse,
now exists under the new order;
for while the laborer’s pay is in-
creased 100%, the cost of living
has risen 250%, and what is more,
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The Awakened Oppressed and The Disturbed Oppressors

The Union League Club, the
Lusk Committee, and other in-
quisitors are, these days, throw-
ing terrible fits over the advance
of radicalism amongst colored
citizens in “the land of the free.”

The question naturally arises,
and every reflecting man and
woman should be sufficiently alive
to the situation to enquire, why
do these people, socially inde-
pendent and supercilious, exclu-
sive to the degree and in the con-
ceit of an all self-sufficiency and
arrogance; why do these people,
possessors of the wealth of the
land, controllers of the mammoth
industries of the country, the mas-
ters of the resources of the soil;
why do these dominant and dom-
ineering forces in all the commer-
cial, financial and industrial act-
ivities of the realm, care what is
thought or done by the most ob-
scure, uninfluential, the most de-
pendent and submissive, the most
hopelessly and irretrievably “loy-
al” element of the community?

Bereft of political power and
economic strength, the least dan-
gerous element of the body pol-
itic, the most easily abused with
impunity, the most readily ex-
ploited with least difficulty and
greatest security, amid the most
vicious persecution “loval” to the
degree of debasing servility, the
colored American stands forth in
our national life a monument of
weakness, the very personification
of powerlessness! In the light of
all this, no thoughtful man or wo-
man can fail of excitement to a
keenness of interest in the en-
quiry: why are these master fore-
es of the world, or the represent-
atives of them, so terribly
wrought up over the advance of
Socialism among the colored por-
tion of our population? Why are
these superior forces bent upon
silencing The M essenger—this
organ of candor and progress?

Why are they so determined
upon crushing the work of two
young men who for ability and
acquisition, for purpose, courage
and fearlessness, are a mighty as-
set to the poor and oppressed
whose cause they advocate and
whose grievances they are for-
ward to defend?

Why does the despicable raider,

GEORGE FRAZIER MILLER

Stevenson, in one of his hawk-
like descents upon the People’s
House, in encountering a young
colored woman of personal cul-
ture and fine attainments, well
versed in economics, sociology
and kindred subjects, venture the
insult that he iz “ashamed to see
onc of her race in such a place?”
Why the further gratuitous of-
fence that she “onght to be in
slavery?” (a s*ate which well be-
fits him and all like him).

Why do these villainous abus-
crs of the fundamental rights of
men lose their mental balance
over the growth of Socialism
among the political and social
outcasts of the land?

We are segregated with im-
punity, we are disfranchised with-
out redress, we are “jimcrowed”
to our deep humiliation and for
affording occasion for the indulg-
ence of other people's conceit and
supercilious  complacence; our
civil rights in places of public ac-
commodation are scornfully de-
nied, and the mental effect of all
this upon us and the far-rcaching
consequences of such denials dis-
turb not in the least degree the
blood-lusting ILuskers nor the
heartless pirates of the Union
League Club.

We are shot down like wild
beasts, our necks broken from
tree limbs, the crackling fagots
consume our agonized bodies
lashed to the immovable post, our
women in holy pregnancy are rip-
ped asunder, and the “mute in-
glorious Milton,” on near up-
proach to a world career has his
brains crushed out by the heel of
personified brutality and incar-
nate deviltry.

Like Gallio of old, the pluto-
crats, the oligarchs, the despoil-
ers of men, the profiteers, the pat-
rioteers, the ballot thieves, the
money sharks, the Lusks, the
Stevensons, and the Umnion
Leaguers care for none of those
things. Why, then, are they so
disturbed (interested?) in the at-

.tention of colored people to So-

cialism?

When we are wrought up to
the high pitch of desperation in
consequence of the tyranny we
are forced to endure, we resort,
for relief, to mass meetings, and

in eloquent strains and telling
speech our foremost orators pro-
claim against the injustices per-
petrated upon our defenceless
men. As a matter of fact our
complaints are given wide circu-
lation by the news disseminating
agency of the land. We petition
congresses and legislatures, and
our petitions are kindly received
and every assurance is extended
to the effect that due and proper
consideration will be given to our
“demands”: our rights are guar-
anteed, and will be safeguarded in
every detail. So long as we confine
our activities to manoeuvres of
racial societies, we are not only
tolerated, but are oftentimes “as-
sisted” in the effort at the recla-
mation of our stolen rights. Not
long ago in the City of New York,
at such a meeting, we saw Mr.
Charles E. Hughes, who was
cheated out of the presidency
through the treachery of his own
party in handing over to the De-
m~cratic Party, as a pre-election
gitt, the vote of the solid South,
proclaiming eloquently against
the wrongs of the race. So long
as we maintain membership in
the I epublican or Democratic
Party we are necessarily limited
to the sphere of petition, and be-
ing so limitel, we are safe for
the big and the little capitalistic
bandits. If the airing of our
gricvances in these various
ways be a matter of indifference,
or of approval. to the master
class, why do they go into a rage
and throw such terrible fits when
the truth in its nakedness ema-
nates from the pen of an Owen or
a Randolph?

Why, when these men speak.
are they impleaded and the pow-
ers of government implored, to
suppress their utterance? Why
must now the voice of colored
men be hushed when uplifted in
pointing the way of relief and se-
curity to their fellows in suffer-
ing? Why is the shameless Ste-
venson “ashamed” when he sees
a young colored woman of the
caliber of Helen Holman in the
People’s House? Why are these
Luskers taking on like mad at
the imbibing of the doctrine of
Socialism by colored men and
colored women? Why their bit-



terness of soul at the discovery in
Harlem of a large, and ever grow-
ing, group of colored men and
women—mostly young—dicuss-
ing the principles of Socialism
and listening to learned lecturers
in the expounding of the same?

Nobody is disturbed about what
the black man does or thinks in
other departments of life, so why
such harassing and harrowing of
soul in this?

Call the instrumentalities adjust-
ed as means to end by whatever
name you please: weapons or
tools, instruments or machinery,
the object in view cannot be real-
ized unless adaptable means are
employed ; and when designs are
directed by an antagonist against
his adversary to accomplish a
particular hurt, the said adversary
cares for no tool or weapons not
adapted to inflict the intended
injurv. A competitor at billiards
would not object to his rival’s
using an axe handle instead of a
cue, nor a duelist, to his adver-
sary’s employment of a spear, if
contending a hundred yards
apart. So with the Lusks, mem-
bers of the Union Il.eague Club,

CHICAGO REBELLION FREE BLACK
MEN FIGHT FREE WHITE MEN

STATE STREET HINDEN-
BURG LINE
Chicago, Sunday July, 23rd.—
(Special to The Messenger.)

The stone thrown by Strauber,
which struck Eugene Williams,
17 years old, Sunday, July 27th,
and knocked him from a raft at
the beach, was the “last straw
that broke the camel’s back.”
For months race hatred had been
increasing. Migration has in-
creased the Negro population to
at least one hundred twenty-five
thousand. They have invaded
white communities for homes,
even the popular Michigan Ave.
and Grand Boulevard, buying as
well as renting. Their residences
have been bombed. Not one ar-
rest has been made. White busi-
ness enterprises have grown jeal-
ous of the numerous Negro busi-
ness enterprises.

Twenty-five thousand new jobs
and positions have been filled
with black men within the last
three years and with general sat-
isfaction. White workmen have
grown restless and angry. Minor
mobs in white districts have re-
peatedly attacked individual Ne-
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and the whole class they repre-
sent. So long as the colored
people employ ineffectual means
for a full and free liberation from
the thraldom under which they
are burdened, all is well. So long
as we are Democrats or Repub-
licans, and are consequently lim-
ited to petition, all is well.

No harm in mass meetings, no
harm in protests, no harm even in
“demands”; for a demand that
has not the potency to carry its
terms into effect is truly no de-
mand at all.

It is now recognized that the
black man is fast coming into a
knowledge of the true means of
his emancipation—he is grasping
the force and value of Socialism.
I.et me state it a little more cla-
borately: he begins to discover
the value of the ownership of the
sources of wealth and the tools of
production by the worker himself;
he begins to see that when the
natural resources and the public
utilities are democratically owned
(owned by all the people) and are
democratically managed (manag-
ed by all the people) it is then
only he will be his own master,
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and the mastership of the Union
I.eague pirates will have come to
an end.

The fits, therefore, over the
black man’s embracing Socialism
are in consequence of his discov-
ery of the key to the situation.
The fits are due to two reasons:
First—it is recognized that the
black man is a power of great
potentiality upon whom con-
sciousness of his own strength
is about to dawn—a veritable
giant awaking out of sleep.

Second--Socialism lifts him
above the footstool of supplica-
tion and puts him upon the lofty
pedestal of independent activity
--—where he can do things. [t puts
him where vital and intimate
touch with those who arc engaged
in correcting fundamental wrongs
not through empty sentimental
ity that might be cast to the
winds when its force has been
expended, but as an element of

human need indispensable to the
realization of the in-lustrial de-
mocracy—the incoming of the
CO-OPERATIVE COM-
MONWEAILTH.

%

NRNNNNNNNNNNNRNNRRN

LABOR’S DAY

Once poets in their safe and calm retreat
Essayed the singing of the fertile soil,

The workman, bare-armed in the noonday heat,
Happy and grateful at his peaceful toil;

But now their voices hollow sound and cold,
Like imitated music, false and strange,

Or half truths of a day that could not hold

Its own against the eternal tide of change.

For Labor, Lord, himself will limn his life

And sing the modern songs of hope and vision,
And write the inspired tale of long-drawn strife
While mocked the poor blind world in grim derision,
Until she opened wide her eyes in awe

To see a new world under labor’s law!

—Claude McKay.
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groes. The “black belt” looked
on cautious and impatient.

Press reports had told of the
refusal of passports to loyal and
patriotic leaders who desired to
go to Europe to plead the cause
of black men. Returning soldiers
told of discrimination “over
there,” and on the high seas.
Leaders began to ask, is this de-
mocracy? These patriots! De-
mocracy had become the apple of
Sodom to turn to ashes upon
their lips. Whites growing

bolder because of the seeming
docility of the Negro and the lax-
ity of authorities made open
threats to mob Negroes on the
4th of July in Washington Park.

Colored men taking precaution
quietly secured pistols. Winches-
ters, Springfield rifles, and even
machine-guns from “God knows
where.” Unknown to the major-
ity of the people and against the
laws of the state, the police had
no longer respected the freedom
of the lake and made segregated
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zones at certain beaches. Eugene
Williams blown by the winds in-
to the white zone was stoned by
a mob of whites. He drowned.
Colored men demanded a police-

man to arrest Strauber who
Ehrew the fatal stone. He re-
fused. It is allegated that they

slashed Strauber with knives and
beat up the policeman. Excite-
ment  spread  throughout  the
southside. The air was charged
and surcharged with race mad-
ness.  All other nationalities pre-
pared to invade the “black belt.”
All' police reserves throughout
the city, mounted, flying squads
and others—were called to the
southside. Free black men made
ready to fight free white men.
They had heard of the outragcous
conduct of white soldiers, sailors
and policemen at the nation’s
capital.

Their confidence in authority
was lost. It was therefore their
determination to fight police as
well as the mobs.

A State Street Hindenburg line
was formed three miles and half
long extended from 18th Street
to 35th Street, about twenty-five
thousand strong. The average
arca of the “black belt” is three
square miles, The task of these
men was to defend it from all
angles.  As if by prearrangement
thev melted into squads using
telephone communication. Before
them lay the great foreign com-
munity composing the white
mobs. Two million six hundred
thousand in the city population
were against a colored population
of one hundred twenty-five thou-
sand. There were ten thousand
Ncegro soldiers scattered through
the “black belt.” The objective
of the whites was to break
through into this belt of law
abiding citizens. These people
resting on their arms on door-
steps and in windows formed on
all the streets a sccond line of de-
fense hehind the State Street
Hindenberg line which was com-
posed principally of ex-dis-
charged soldier boys from twelve
to eighteen and the rougher,
rougher classes, but not one
drunken man was to be seen.

The white mobs surged. Black
men charged, defying, killing and
wounding policemen and civil-
ians. Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday nights they killed two
whites to their one of Negroes.
At 35th. 39th, 37th, 47th and 51st
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Streets, the whites tried to come
through in mass formation, but
they were driven back in great
losses. Finding it impossible to
break through this line the whites
in the stock yard districts and in
the loop began to chase individ-
ual Negroes wherever found. In
these districts they outnumbered
Negroes one thousand to one.
Some homes were burned. Then
colored men began to keep base
ball score. Every time the whites
killed one they would kill a white
whether innocent or offensive.
Michigan Avenue and Grand
Boulevard popular thorough-
fares, were not molested. All
other streets in the black belt
were no man’s land.

White auto squads from the
loop in one instance carrying a
machine-gun made flank move-
ments through this belt but the
machine-gun man was killed and
gun taken, and the woman driver
was severely beaten. One police-
man dressed in woman’s clothes
was killed.

Total number killed was about
forty, majority were whites. Over
three hundred were wounded,
majority of whom were whites.

So called “White folk’s nig-
gers” stood little chance. One of
them was killed. Attorney B.
Moseley published that the race
should not retaliate and that this
was a white man’s country.
Police were called to protect him
from mob violence at the hands
of his own people.

He carries his own life in his
hands. Attorneys l.atham and
Mollison who were on the com-
mittee that was interviewed by
The Tribune reported when in-
vestigated that they disclaimed
that they voiced the sentiments of
Moseley. Business places owned
by whites in many cases were de-
molished where it was known
that a man catering to colored
was their enemy. On the 4th day
the militia was called. All credit
should be given to Mayor
Thompson for not calling them
sooner. They would have been
a green set of criminals turned
loose upon colored people. After
much bloodshed, the colored
would have killed and wounded
all of them. DBut the police had
time to learn that the colored
were not afraid of a uniform and
they so informed the soldiers
when they were called. The re-
sult was that they have con-

ducted themselves in a more or
less decent manner. Telephone
service which was to some extent
cut off in the southside exchanges
has become normal. Strife is now

centered in the labor market.
Foreigners hold the section
where industries are located.

Fifty homes belonging to Poles
have been burned and the crime
has been laid to.colored The feel-
ing is so intense that that fifteen
thousand of our race, are tempo-
rarily barred from work. Sears
and Roebuck, Mr. Rosenwald,
President, has informed all col-
ored that their wages would go
on just the same.

The bar association as repre-
sented by colored attorneys, all
churches and civic organizations.
including the N. A. C. P. have
united in one body with one
headquarters to obtain justice in
courts.

The Negro press fared hard in
the strife. The “Chicago Whip,”
was suppressed and the whites
press refused to print the “Chi-
cago Defender.” The State Street
Hindenburg Line has made his-
tory for the Negro race. It will
take some good statemanship on
the part of our leaders to set
many things right.

Some enemies request that a
mixed commission be appointed
to solve the disputes with one
object in view already known
which is to dsk us to voluntarily
stop moving any more into white
settlement as they have no other
available places to enter due to
shortage of war building pro-
grams. The race generally op-
poses this compromise. Some
think, however, that unless con-
cessions are made the whites will
make some kind of abridgements

in the coming Constitutional
Convention.
Att’y J. Arthur Davis.
NOTICE

Mr. W. A. Domingo takes this
opportunity of informing the pub-
lic that he is no longer connected
with The Negro World. He also
wishes to disabuse the minds of
many of his acquaintances and
friends who have unconsciously
identified him with the various
business projects of the Univer-
sal Negro Improvement Associa-
tion.

It is his intention shortly to
publish a weekly newspaper of
scientific radicalism and fearless
opinion.
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Dear Comrade Owen:

I enclose a check for $25.00 as

a contribution to the organization
fund being raised by The Messen-
ger. I know of no more impor-
tant and vital work in the field of
American Socialism and Labor
today than’ the effort of your
group to incorporate the large
masses of Negro workers in the
ranks of the advanced and class-
conscious white workers in the in-'
dustrial and political fields.

My heartiest wishes for the suc-.
cess of your movement.

Sincerely and fraternally yours,
Morris Hillquit.

EMANCIPATION AND THE
FREED IN AMERICAN
SCULPTURE

By Freeman Henry Morris Murray
Washington

Murray Brothers Press. $1.75.

As the initial volume to his Black
Folk in Art Series, Mr. F. H. M. Mur-
ray has made a valuable and promis-
ing beginning in the unique subject
of this review. Though the book is
the result of studies which the author
had made over the course of many
years, it was occasioned by the happy
expansion of several of his recent lec-
tures delivered to teachers. The first
half of the volume contains an inter-
pretation of statues and groups,
classified in chronological order, and

NOTICE TO

The unexpected and sudden occurrence of the race
riots caused this issue, which was to have been the Labor
Issue, to be changed to the Riot Issue. Certain articles
announced last month have, therefore, been temporarily
laid aside until the October number, when articles on

NEGRO RADICALS

THE FAILURE OF THE NEGRO CHURCH
THE FT. SAM HOUSTON COURT MARTIAL

will appear. Other articles will be:

BOLSHEVISM—A PROMISE OR A MENACE?

To the Editors of The Messenger,
Dear Comrades:

The work which you are doing
is vital. Your people constitute
more than a tenth of the total

‘population of the United States.

We are all native born Americans.
If there is to be progress made,
particularly in the great South-
land, by the Socialist Movement,
it must be made by and through
colored people. Enclosed is my
check for Five Dollars, for the
first share of stock in the
Messenger. With it goes my
heart good wishes for the success
of your work.
Yours truly,
Scott Nearing.

Book Review

whose basic idea was clearly that of
emancipation. The remainder of the
study includes the treatment of ob-
jects in which emancipation played
merely the part of subsidiary or ac-
cessory interest in the artists’ de-
lineation of other themes.

The book is plainly one of inter-
pretation. Mr. Murray has searched
with rare and sympathetic under-
standing into the intention, meaning
and effect of each creation. Technical
criticism occupies little space. Forty-
eight illustrations greatly enhance the
value of the study, as most of Mr.
Murray’s inclusions are unfamiliar to
the general public.

Mr. Murray is a conscientious and
sympathetic art critic. This volume
not only contains the gist of criticism
¢ . the subjects treated, as seen by

THE PUBLIC

ROSCOE CONKLING SIMMONS—A FAILURE
OR A FIGURE?

WHY NEGROES SHOULD BE SOCIALISTS.
Being the first of a series of 4 articles
presenting this subject—by

Dear Sir and Brother:

Enclosed please find check for
the amount of $100 in reply to the
appeal presented by you at the
last meeting of our Board of Di-
rectors for support to enable you
to continue the noble work you
have undertaken to enlighten the
colored worker in this country up-
on his being exploited by the
master class.

We wish you success in the
work you are conducting on this
field and you can rely upon the
assurance of our organization for
all possible assistance in the fu-
ture.

Fraternally yours,
P. Monat.

leading art students, but also the au-
thor’'s own interpretative point of
view. Mr. Murray has an unusual
faculty for searching out and defining
the meaning and purpose of the
artist. He never loses sight of the
symbolism which the sculptors
sought to effect or the lofty idealiza-
tion which inspired' their themes. The
sympathy of the author may be seen
in his treatment of Bissell’'s Democ-
racy of Childhood, or of the Rogers
groups. His passion for the consci-
entious may be seen in his indictment
of the abuse of realism by the sculp-
tor of the Harriet Tubman Tablet.
The entire work is of absorbing in-
terest. We eagerly await the suc-
ceeding volumes of the Black Folk,
in Art Series.
Wi illiam N. Colson.

the Editors.

WHEN THE U. S. SHOULD INTERVENE IN

MEXICO.

Next month’s MESSENGER will be written in “words
that burn in letters that blister.”

It will be out Sept. 21.
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INDIA AND AMERICA

HINDUS who believe in, and who have been working for, the complete independence
of India from British rule, are facing deportation from American soil.
Deportation to India means torture and death for them.

Send contributions to the organization which aims to defend these men and bring their
cases before the American public.

Learn the truth about India from men who demand nothing less than the complete
freedom of their country, and who are facing deportation and death in that

- The Friends Of Freedom For India

7 EAST 15th STREET Room 601 NEW YORK CITY
ROBERT MORSE LOVETT DUDLEY FIELD MALONE LOUIS P. LOCHNER
Temporary President Vice-President Treasurer
FRANK P. WALSH AGNES SMEDLEY
Vice-President Secretary

RERPRRPERRRRRRRERRPRRPERRERRERNERRERVEENERREENRERERRRRRRERRERRNERRRRRRRRNENNP 0NN

T A

T T N A "v‘_lﬂu!’v‘rwfn” L T e

A Country School for A Libertarian
Colored Children International
and Others School

All Elementary Branches and Modern Languages, Music, Art, Dancing and Physical Culture
Will Be Taught.

For further particulars apply to
HELEN BOARDMAN or MARTHA GRUENING

MILL HOUSE

MARLBOROUGH - - - - NEW YORK
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OWEN & PAUL :: Custom Tailors

DESIGNERS and BUILDERS of MEN’S SUITS
ELEVEN SKILLED COLORED TAILORS IN THE SHOP
—=——= FIRST CLASS COAT MAKERS

ATTENTION TO MAIL ORDERS. : SUITS MADE TO MEASUREMENTS OF
ANY FIRST CLASS TAILOR WRITE OR CALL AT

1123 Washington Street -~  Columbia, South Carolina

Mention The Messenger L 2]
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