
The following include six images in a series of rather curious cartoons / caricatures in the 1927 
issues of The Messenger, earlier a prominent American black communist periodical and by 1927 
mostly a literary and arts journal, tho with some pro union / pro labor sentiments.   
 
This series  titled "Aframerican Snapshots", and was drawn by Wilburt Holloway. 
 
I also include a seventh image, from the February 1928 issue of The Messenger, titled 
"Nauseating Nordics", drawn by George W. W. Little, for it seems done artistically, stylistically, 
and with a similar wicked, dark sense of humor. 
 
Perhaps these appear more odd to me, a 71 year old white man viewing the material almost a 
century after it was printed, than they did to the primarily black readership of The Messenger 
back in 1927 and 1928.   
 
These cartoons lampoon not only white racism, but also the complacency and snobbery of the 
black bourgeoisie of the time.  
 
 
Technical note: 
 
All but the Nauseating Nordics page are scanned at 1200 dpi resolution, single bit BW (bi-tonal) 
mode.   For various reasons I elected to scan the Nauseating Nordics cartoon using 600 dpi 8 bit 
gray scale mode.  Thus it looks slightly less bright and high contrast than the other images. 
 
---marty 
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